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5 Troubles in the Othman Empire. "7h* Siege of Belgrade, 
and Battle of Nifla. 

'TEN the Boftdnji Bdjbi (A) brought Soleyman 20 Soltaa 
f*ch \ le news of his brother’s depolition, and his own Soleyman 
advancement to the All Othmdn throne, that 1[. 
princ^,' contrary to every body’s expedition, 
was extremely gfieved at the meffage ; “ Why, fays he, in 
“ the name of the immortal god, do you endeavour to dif- 
“ turb my tranquility ? Suffer me, I befeech you, to pafs 
“ in quiet, in my cell, the few days I have to live ; and let 
“ my brother rule the Othmdn empire : for he was born to go- 
w vern, but I to the ftudy of eternal life.” The Boftdnji Bdjbi, 
at firft, is amazed at thefe w'ords : but, recovering himfelf, 
Continues to prefs theqprince ; all edging, that the refolution 


(A) The chief of the gardeners. 
Mod. Hist. Vol.XIII. K 


of 
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His timo- 
rous beha- 
viour. 


of the WaZirs, Ulema , nobles, and the wh|Je people, could 
not be- altered; nor Bolt an Mohammed reftoreck without j^eat 
detriment to the empire. Soleyman , ftill in fu\ence/feplies, 

" That he owed too great a reverence to his brotner to take 
“ pofleflion of his throne, which he had quitted with reluc- 
“ tance : I would come forth, however, cofitinues he, but 
44 am afraid of my brother.” \ 

At lull the Bojlanji Bajhi , impatient of delay, fays, “ Yoi^ 
“ mull give way, moll refplendent emperor, to the entrea- 
44 tics and wilhes of /he Mujfulmart people ;ai|l, witE*" 
thefe words, forces him, as it were, out of h(; r q^apiber, 
and leads him to the room where the throne wTs uiu.illy 
placed. When he came there, he firft, not iithowt* figns of 
fear, defires his condu&or and the door-keepers “ to take 
44 care, led his brother Ihould be within ; fince he dreaded 
44 to appear in his prefence.** Having been affined, that his 
brother was removed to another apartment, he, at length, 
mounts the throne, and is fainted emperor by all the courtiers. 
But, as foon as the ceremony was performed, he leaps down 
again, as from an impure place, and demands abdejl (B). 
This done, he defers returning to the throne ; and, when 
the courtiers prefs him to it, he puts his finger to his mouth,, 
and enjoins them filcnce (C). At lad, notwithdanding his 
rcluftance, he is again feated there ; and admits the Ulema 
and nobles to kifs his robe. 


Anew fi- Being thus advanced, he confirms the Wazir , Siavus Pajh&> 

dition. and commands him to appeafe/he fedition. On the IVaztr's 
return tq his palace, the Buluk Agalari (D) do him their 
reverence ; but then demand their pay, and a new Bakh - 
JhlJb (E), which ufe/J nj be given to the foldiers at the be- 
ginning of a new fucceflion. Siavus Pq/ha, finding the trea- 
* furies 


(B) That is, water to wa(h 
his hands, head, and feet, as 
enjoined by the Koran, before 
prayers 

(C) Th cTurh draw prefages 
from the firft words or aflions 
of their Solidus, of their future 
conduit. Cant . 

( D ) Commanders of the tc- 
ghnents of Janizaries , and the 
fuperior officers made from 
among them. — Cant. — Buluk 
fignifies a company of foldiers. 

(F.) A gift, or bounty he flow- 
ed o>it of kindness, by a new 


Saltan, to all thethofen tpjops 
t\%»sk-^ConJlanti^StK fit was 
firft introduced by Soleyman Kd- 
nuni ; and\a4 though it feems 
to encouragereditions, aHd lfhs% 
been the fource of many rebel- 
lions, the Janixaries , for fake« 
of the Bakhjbijb , having joined 
with the Soltdns enemies : yet, 
whoever confiders the £ti*aod 
defign of this law. can gever 
fiifficientiy admire the divine 
prudence of the legiflator, and 
his confummate knowledge in po- 
litics ; for this was c^cuTatug 

preferve 
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furies empty, afaufes the officers for fome time with Words, A. D. 
auS then endeavours to feparate the chief authors of the dif- 1687. 
turbantes, # uiider pretence of promoting them, in order to 
fend them to remote cities. By this conduft, the former 
hatred of the foldiers is revived againft him, when aflembled* 
in the Orta Jami ; they run through the ftreets, crying out, 
the JVazir ought to be put to death, as an enemy to Soltdn 
JSoleym&n, a defer ter* and a violater of his promifes* 

Presently after they furround his palace, whither, ^ ^ 
""on the alarm of their meetiitg, he had retired with 
his office^; and, oa being denied admittance to fpeak to ^ . 
that miffifter v attempt to break open the gates : but Siavm 
PaJhH repels titem with the arms which he found by chance 
in the palace ; and kills above twenty Janizaries . The fol- 
diers, more enraged at this (laughter, rufh with their whole 
force upon the gates, and break them open. Mean time the 
IVaztr (hoots feveral with arrows from his chamber oppofite 
to the gate, while his officers, about ioo in number, pre- 
vent the rebels from afeending, and force them into the Di - 
v)fai Khdneh (F). A bloody conflift hereupon enfues, wherein 
above 1 50 of the confpirators are killed upon the (lairs, and 
t as many wounded. But, at laft, many of the IVaztr' s party 
being (lain, the reft fly to the top of the houfe, and throw 
themfelves into the ftreet. Upon this, Siavus Pcjha retires 
again to his chamber ; and, in the door, kills t wdve* Jani- 
zaries with his fword. At laft, rather wearied with con- . 

quering than conquered himfelf, he is beaten down, and killed 
by the foldiers, who cut his body in pieces, and throw them 
into the ftreet a . 

RICAUT relates feveral mattery which pafled before 
the death of the IVaztr , not mentioned by our Turkijb hif* 

*«Cant. Hid. Othm. p. 350, Sc feqq. 

prtfefoy$ •tW empire, and be* a wards the ilair-cafe ; where peo- 
check to tlfe tyrann^and vices pie (landing may hear what is 
of his fucceifors, affvvell as of doing above. The IVaztr fits 
, hts minifters, by being an en- oppofite to the (lairs, in an alcove 
qpuragement to the foldiery to made in the wall He is obliged 
, watch over the condud of the to adminifter juftice there Fn» 

PaJbcLty and reform the govern- days , Saturdays, Mondays , and 
xnent when grown negligent or Wedncfdays . ‘ iburfday is a day 

corrupt. Cant. of relb: the other two days are 

(t) That is, the houfe of judg - for the Soltan s divan. If bin- 
ment t OT place where the people’s dered by bufmefs of (late, which 
complaints are heard. It is a is rare, the Chaufly Bdjlt (up- 
large hall on the fecond floor plies his place —Cant* 
of. cjve fVaficirs palace, open to- 

B 2 


toiians. 



4 Hijtory of tie Odunan Eapin RXV. 

A. D. toriacs. According to him, Sinus Pdfhi mack his entry into 
1687- Cwtftaxtinipif, outlie 1 ft day of November, with great 6- 
1 "V * Ictonity ; and pnefcizted the prophet’s ftandard fitjie Soft Jut, 
who, moving three fteps forward, took it from him, and 
give it to Mqjtafa, the SAiktar, or SiSahdar: then receiving 
his brother’s fcaJ, in the time manner, returned the SVazir 
another with his own name upon. it. \ 

Changes at Notwjthstawding this, thefury of the mutineers was 
ami. not yet abated : for they committed feveral great men to pri- v 
fern; and had R/ijcbPAjba ftrangled ; although ififftas be- 
lieved that the chief promoter of his death was tie 
who envied him. on account of his great abilities. # They 
like wife turned out their Ago, and chofe in hfe roonc the Se- 
liktar, a man but twenty -five years old, who had formerly been 
a /urgvoti in the Saray , and of no experience in military af- 
fairs. 

This, however, proved a merit in his character, as it made 
hem the fitter to lie governed by them : for now the JVazir 
himfcif was forced to grant them all their demands, and ap- 
Mortypro - p rovc * m siting fuch methods as they judged proper for 
J g ** Sm railing money ; one of which was to tax the great officers 
belonging to the late Soltan, down to the aftrologcrs and gold- 
fmiths, moil of whom were fined to the full of what they 
were worth. The next method of railing money was, by 
admitting to ranfom thofe who were imprifoned. Thefc 
fa ms, thus collefted, being fnftkicnt to difchargc the arrears 
due to the foidiers, things grew calm for a time ; fo that, on 
the 17th of November, Soil in- Soleymm went in the morning 
by boat to the Saray of Ayih ; where he was girt with the 
fword by the Nakib FAf 'endi ; and, when the ceremonies were 
over, rode back through the city, but with no great pomp. 
Gcr/ Ufi Afti-h ' tills, he began a reform at court, by lettering the 
itduccd- number of hawks and hounds, fie reduced that* of his hdrfcs 
to one hundred ; made one hundred-and-fifty >/ his pages 
SpahPs, and changed the reft. The like* was done In thi* court 
and chambers of the women ; by which ^trench meats eight 
thonland purfes were laved yearly to the treafury. Thesfe 
proceedings gristly plcafed the IbldJers ; but, the money fall- 
ing fliort to pay them, it created new commotions. And now , 
it was the WAzir'% turn to conjure up more ; which he per- 
formed by the old method, in going over with the rich men 
once again. Among the reft, the Kizlar Aga, whom i*otbo» 
gan with, was forced to pay nine hundred purfes, befidcs 
bis eflWfs to a great value ; and then bani/hed to Rhodes, 
Silt the money railed. Hill falling fhorr by two hundred purfes, 

~ v the 
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th» fum was made-up by coining the lilver and gold taken A. D. 
from the horfe-furniture in the Soltin's (tables. 16S8. 

Atrsk this, things became quiet for the (pace of two 1 
months i during which time the Solt&n had thoughts of fend* ^ rnti- 
ing an ambafladoir to France , England, and Holland, to no - nttr * 
tify^his advancement to the empire : but this uncuftomary 
projeft was fuperfeded by the preparations for war, and 
breaking out of new commotions. For the foldievs, aflem- 
'bling wfeb more infolcnce than before, in a very rude man- 
ner, detimid of the Wazir, the removal of Kyoprili , the 
KayrttaykSm, from his office ; which was immediately done, 
and he* jent the caftlc of the DarJanels, very glad to get 
fife out of their hands. At the fame time, feveral other 
officers were difeharged ; and fuch as the rebels nominated 
from among themfelves, put in their room by the H'aztfi, 
whom they alfo farced to renew his oath to ftand by them. jr rj t t \ t 
This done, he let np the harfe-tail, as a fignal of his Was:r ; 
march into the field, in order to divert them from their 
defigns ; and made Sbab&n jfga, his Kyehaya , Kaymaykim, 
as a man whom he could truft in his ubfcncc to govern the 
city. But, having nominated Zvlfikar F.jj'endi, a perton ob- 
noxious to the mutineers, to the poll of Kyehaya, Tes/uji, 
the molt able and adtive among them, came and told him, 
that if he made that simtKyebaya, he would kill him before his 
face. This affront the Wazir diffembJed, hoping they would 
foon render themfelves odious to the people ; as in fa<St tfiey 
did, by taxing chimnies, giving orders for quartering foldicrs, 
and railing money by extraordinary methods. 

Mean time the Wazir, in concert with Kyriprili, and the ... . 
Janizar-Jga , procured a Khatti Sharif, importing, “ that the / r ■ , r r / «f~ 
“ grievances of the foldicrs having been redrefletl. and all their ? 

“ juft demands, gratified, it was their duty to be obedient 4 
“ to the Soltdn, as well as thofe officers fet over them by 
i** his .authority, and not to meddle with affairs relating to 
“ the'gortrment ;j&nd that, whoever was rcfraflory, fliould 

be punifhed as -a rebel.” This mandate, being lent to the 
> Hga of the Janizaries , he aflembled the thief officers ; and, 
having read it to them, afked, whether the)* would obey it 
’ or not ? They anfwered, yes ; for none but the common 
foldicrs joined with tire mutineers. But Tes/uji cried out, 
he isa villain w ho obeys that mandate . Whereupon he was, 

6y "the Jga’s order, carried into an inner room, and put to 
death. The Wazir alfo fent to feal up his houfe, in order to 
confifcate his eftate 5 as he did by feveral others of the chief 
mutineers, whofe pcrlbos he ought firft to have fccurcd. 

B 3 Soon 



New dif- 
turbanccs. 


8 Hijlory of the Othman Empiri. B.XV. 

A. D. So that this day might be called the firft of khe Soltdn s reign, 
i <88 who began with fuppreffing taverns andfmoking; in vfhich 
he was fo ftrift, that, one day walking incognito to fee if his 
orders had any authority, he commanded two 'poor fellows 
to be executed for felling tobacco 

But this calm did not laft long : for, a few days after, So - 
leymdn having ordered the new IVazir, Koja Ifmael Pjifhd, 
to feize privately the leaders of the rebellion, and put therji 
to death (K) ; the Janizaries again take arms, and threaten 
deftruftion to both. The Soltdn, to prevent th^lorm fall- 
ing on his head, by the advice pf Kyoprili Mq/tafy Pajhd (L), 
throws the whole blame upon the IVazir (M) ; Jjfteading a 
report, that he had a£ted therein without th ffSolt&n'z know- 
legc; and, to give it the better glofs, banifties him to Rhodes % 
appointing Tckkiur Ddghi Mojlaja Pajhi in his room. 

The flames from the capital fpread into the provinces. 
In Rum Hi, Eghen Ozmdn Pajhd (N), aflembles a confiderable 
body of Spahi's , and engages them to demand of the IVazir 


Rebellions 
abroad , 


Ricaut ubi fupr. 


(K) Ricaut fays, above 1000 
of thcGyurbas, or ringleaders fer- 
vants, were thrown into ihe fea 
one night after another : but 
fpeaks of no new commotion 
thereupon. 

(L) According to Ricaut , he 
was, at this time, removed from 
the prifon of the Dardinels to 
that of Rhodes. 

(Ml When troubles arife, 
this is the only thield which the 
Soitans have to defend them- 
felves ; and, by facrificing the 
IVazir , they are fare to lecure 
their own fafety. It is thought, 
Mohammed IV . would not have 
been depofed, had he given up 
Ayneji Soltymdn Pajka, when 
firil applied to. So that, altho 1 
the almoft unlimited power, 
which the Soltdn gives the IVa- 
zir, might be dangerous in other 
dates \ yet it is the chief, if not 
only, fuppqrt of the Othman 
empire; fince the Soltdn can, 


when he pleafes, cut off the Wa->* 
'zir, who w ill never depofe the 
Soltdn ; becaufe he mud lofe 
by a change ; nor can ever hope 
to ufurp the crown ; becaufe the 
Turks have fo great a venera- 
tion for the Othman race. 

Cant . 

(N) A man noted for his rob- 
berics in AJia. His followers 
were reckoned the flouted men 
in that quarter. He threatened 
to dedroy JJkindtr , and even the 
royal city. At lad, being par- 
doned, he brought WitJl Sijki 
above i freebobti’ft againfl 
the Germans ; but was put to 
death as foon as he came to Con ** 
fiantinofle. Cant. — Prince Can - 
temir feems to confound Eghen v 
with Gyeduk , if JJhinder be a mi- 
dake tor IJkudar (or Skutari). 
Ricaut calls him Yeghen ? And 
makes both him and Gyeduk, 
whom he names Yedik, generals 
in Hungary . 


.the 
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the Bakhjbijb Jilus (O), due to them on Soleyman' s advance- A. JX 
m&it to the empire. On the Waztr' s pleading inability for 1688. 
the prefent, they levy the money on the inhabitants of the 
country, and plunder all Bulgaria , as far as Sophia . In 
AJta, Gyeduk Pa/ha moves his troops to fedition ; and, being 
joined to feveral thoufand banditti, threatens to attack Con- 
Jlanfinople itfelf. Having plundered and fubdued all the pro- 
vinces of the Anadol Beglerbeglik , he marches his army to 
1 /mid Gyechid (P), and prepares to befiege Krifopolis (or Shu- 
*tari ), tf Ankiug the Janizaries werS too bufily, employed to 
mind himp but they, ( laying, a fide their rage the night before 
the city was to be attacked, pafs over, and furround it with 
trenches s on which the Pajhd retires, and is foon after de- 
feated by the Othman army. 

While the Turkifh empire is thus fliaken by inteftine com- Agria fur- 
motions, the imperial army fubdues the moll confidcrablc bul- renders . 
wal ks of Hungary . Agria , theftrongeft fortrefs of Upper Hun- 
gary , after four months clofc fiege, is obliged by famine to 
furrender, on the 20th of Moharram ^ 1099 ( Q^). The fame 
fate befals Mongatzs , an almoft impregnable caftle in the 
fame country, fortified by Tekeli, and made the repofilory of his 
wife, treafures, and records. After he was feized, as before re- 
lated, and KaJ/ovia loft, his" princefs, the heroine of the age, 
aflembled there what forces Ihe could, and ftored the place 
with plenty of provifion ; in hopes to defend it till the war 
ftiould be finilhed, or the Turkijh army march to her relief. 

But thofe forces being withdrawn from the neighbourhood, 
count Terci, in the year 1098, attempted to take the caftle : 
but, after affaulting it for feveral months with cannon and 
bombs to no purpofe, he blocked it up at a diftance ; and 
cut off all provifion to fuch a degree, that the princefs Tehcli 
conquered rather by famine than the enemy’s fwofd, on the 
14th of Rabb'Iaivel \ 1099 (R), furrendcred both herfelf and 
caftle to the emperor’s mercy c . 

• * Itois Surrender having been made before the inftruftions Moneatz 
which ^Ecr hulbanJ* had fent to her on that head came to her yields. 

• Cant. p. 353, Sc feqq. Ricaut. ( 

(O) Called alfo Julus Akchefi, (Q.) That is, the 16th of 
that is, the money 0/ the ne*w+ or November, 1687; but Ricaut 

renewed, empire . The na- puts it on December 16. and fays, 
ture of the Bakb/hijb is explain- it furrfendered at diferetion upon 
ed a few notes befoie. Cant. the news of the battle of Mo- 

(P) That is, the paffdse of lx- hatx . 

md \ So is the gulf of Nikome- (R) January 6th, 1 638 . 
dia*Cdl\$fy Cant « 

hands. 
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A. D. hands, he was fo incenfed, that he destroyed all the places he 
1688. came at, as far as Peterwaradin ; and then fortified himfelf 
with fome thoufanti followers in the village of Theleigb , near 
that city. But general Heujler , on the 6th of February , fell 
upon him in his trenches with fucb fury, that he was put 
to flight, leaving fix hundred of his men (lain, and four 
hundred taken prifoners ; among whom was Cenay, the\liief 
commander next to himfelf f . # 

Other com- The common people and foldiers at Confiantimble were if*~ 
notions* hopes, that} on the advancement of SoleymAfl, a* prince, as 
they imagined, of great fanftity, the divine wratfe^vould be 
appeafed, and the enemy repelled. But when* on she news 
of thofe misfortunes, they find themfelvcs* deceived,' they 
throw fatyrica! libels, both in profe and verfe, into the Jdmi 
and DivAn, reproaching not only the Wazir and other no- 
bles, but the Soltdn himfelf, with negligence, and other 
faults (S)- The minifter, to obviate farther mifehief, orders 
a guard to pafs night and day through the city ; prevents 
nocturnal aflemblies, and feizes fome perfons who talked too 
freely ; but, not to add oil to the flames, difmitles, without 
ftajonaby them (T). At laft, the Salt An’s natural timorouf- 

frevente . nc f s p roc j uces a better remedy than courage could have done :* 
for, under pretence of changing the air, he withdraws from 
the feditious, by removing with his court to Adriample. The 
people indeed feemed to have reafon to complain of the ill 
adminiftration of affairs ; but did not impute it to the pro- 
per perfons. How much the treafury was exhaufted ; and 
to how great a neceffity that opulent empire was reduced, ap- 
peared on this occafion : for there was not in the imperial 
(tables a number of horfes, mules, and camels, fufficient for 
the courtiers ; nor money enough in the treafury to pay for 
the hire of what were wanting : fo that he ordered the gold 
and filver veflels, with his jewels, to be publicly fold, in 


f Ricaut. 


(S) Ricaut informs us, that 
the libels reflected on the Sol- 
tan's intention to remove ; and 
that they petitioned the IVaztr 
to difluade him. 

(T) According to the fame 
author, he feized all the con- 
spirators in their houfes, on the 
eve before the plot was to be 
executed; and punifhed them 
as their crime deferved. Many 


officers were difplaced ; and 50* 
perfons, moll Janizaries , were 
cut off. But Tegben 9 thought' 
to be the ringleader, was too 
great to be meddled with. At 
laft, 2500 purfes, the eftate* of 
two Kiz/ar Agas 9 who were put 
to death, coming in feafonably 
to pay the foldiers arrears, the 
Saltan removed to Adrianofle in 
July. \ 

order 
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ordef to fupply his neceflides. At lengthy departing on hired A. D. 
horfes and chariots, he prevents the fedition juft ready to 1688. 
break out. ( 

When he arrives at Adrianople , he pretends to apply him- Turks fue 
felf to the care of the war ; but, as his devotions were more f or peace . 
agreeable to him, he fent Zudlfikar Effendi (U), clerk of the 
Janizaries, and Alexander Maurokordatus (W), interpreter 
to the Divan, ambafladors to the emperor of Germany : un- 
'Uer pretence of informing him of his eleftion (X) ; but, in 
reality, tofettle a peace upon what terms they could pro- 
cure 6. ~ 

Th JBJfyrks* brought to this extremity, difpatch an Aga 
to Apafi, prince of Tranfylvania , with a patent to confirm 
him in his principality ; and orders to demand a confiderable 
fum of money, to pay the garrifons on the Boryjlhenes (or Tranf!!- 
Nieper ) ■; which the declining ftate of the empire, he faid, yaniar/- 
obliged the Porte to exaft : at the fame time threatening him 
with a Tatar incurfion, in cafe he did not comply with the 
demand. General Caraffa , bring informed of this affair, im- 
mediately haftes thither ; and fo well difpofed Apafi, and the 
plates, then met at Hermanftadt , that, rejefting the Aga y $ pro- 
pofal, and defpifing his threats, they, on the 9th of May, 

1688, abfolutely renounce all obedience to the Othtnan Porte ; 
and confirm the treaty made with the duke of Lor rain. 

Hereby they put themfelves under the emperor’s proteftion, 
and receive his forces into their garrifon places (Y), on con- 


* Cant. p. 355, & feqq. & Ricaut. 


(U) Tengbicheri Effendifi, a 
poft of great profit ; he was in 
great account at court for his 
learning.-— Cant. 

*fW). ( 3 randfon of Skarlatos , 
vulgarl y^Oxariotti, who was 
Sorguj, or purveyor, to the court 
. fo? fheep and oxen, in the reign 
QtMorddlV. His father, Pan- 
, teli 5 Maurokordatus, married Lox- 
andra, daughter of Skarlatos, 
who, disfigured by the final U 
ppX ft was very rich, and fell in 
love with him. Alexander firft 
praftifed as a phyfician; and 
then, for his ikill in the orien- 
tal languages, was made Bdjh 
Turjemdn , fin the death of the 


famous Panayotti. He experi- 
enced various turns of fortune 
at that ticklifti court yet died 
immenfely rich. In 1709, his 
fon Nikbolas thereupon was 
made prince of Moldavia, then 
defpot of IValakbia, and his 
brother John, chief interpreter. 
Cant . , 

(X) And of renewing the an- 
tient amity, whidi his prede- 
cefTor had violated : for the 
7 #rij % thought it below the dig- 
nity of the empire to fue for 
peace in plainer terms. Ri- 
caut. 

(Y) Cronjladt, or Stepbanopo - 
Ih, after this, rejecting their 

dition. 
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A. IX ditlon, that their privileges, and the exercilc of thehfirii- 
1688. gion, ftiould be confirmed to them h * 

The IVaitr Tekkiurddghi (Z), Mofiafa Pafbi* cither thro-' 
^ ear Germ*™* or kft the Saltan* in bisahfencc, ftiould 
~ be perfuaJed to put him to death, declines the command of 
rj * the army ; and appoints Reyeb PaJbA Serajkicr of Hungary* 
But, before the Qtbm&n forces took the field, the garrifon of 
Riba Regalis, which had been blocked up all winter by ttfe 
bvpcrialijls y furreadergd (A), on the 19th of RajeK May 8, 
1688* Carajfa had taken the city of Lippa by ftcSrrrr, and the 
caftle yielded in a few days (B). Scton after he educed Sal- 
77 TQZ and Legally* or Lt.gos. That general, who commanded 
the Imperial army in the ele&oc of Bavarian abfence, after 
he had taken IUak and Pctcrwaradin from the Turks (C), fcut 
Wallis and Henfler to feize (D) Th at, a caftle on the river 77 - 
iijius (or Teijfe J ; which being vigoroufly prefled, the gar- 
rifon furrendered, on the 28th of Ramazan , with leave to 
depart *- 

F . Mean time Teghen Bey was on his march to oppofe the 

cfeftor of Bavaria* who commanded the Imperial army, the 
" duke of terrain being then fick ; and defigned to befiegc 
Belgrade i but, before he reached that city, he returned to 
Scfia* declaring it tmpoffible for him to keep fuch numerous 
forces in obedience, unlefs lie had the fcal and the prophet's 
ftaridard. However, on news of the enemy's approach, he 
inarched back to Belgrade ; where all the forces in thofe pirts 
fubmitted to his command, as gene nil of Hungary. After 
this, he feized on Hajfan Pt?JhS y on account of an old quar- 
rel, and would have ftrangled him, but for the fbn of the 
Ran (or Khan ) of Tartary , Then, with ten thoufand men 


* 1 Ricaut ubi fupr. 

allegiance, 2nd refirfmg to ad- 
roit a German garrifon, was 
forced to yield at difemion by 
Veleraniy appointed general of 
that province by count Carajfa. 
Ricaut. » 

(Z) So Rodofiusy of which he 
was a native, is called by the 
Turk*. He was raifed from a 
Janizary to the dignity of Wa- 
xir ; but did nothing remarka- 
ble. Cant. 

(A) On the 19th of May 8000 
Turh marched oat, of whom 
300 were foldiers. Ricaui. 


1 Caictv p. 

(B) In (forming the town 50© . 
Turks were killed^ and 20*0, 
able to bear arms, made (laves 
out of the caftlc. But the iyo- 
men and children were fet at li-* 
berty. Ricaut. 

(C) According to Rieaut, the 
garrifons of thole two cities, on 
the approach of Coprara> fet 
fire to them, and fled to Jfaf- 
grade. 

(D) A miltake, perhaps, for 

Thai. 


joined 
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joined to Tekeli's trSops, he refolved to pafs the Save , and A, D. 
encamp at &»£» on the other tide : but, upon information, 
that prwoe Lewis ok Baden, hi conjunction with Caprarx, * 
was inarched towards //faf, they changed their rcfolution ; 
and feat letters by two peasants to the imperial generals at 
Ejjek, to intercede with the emperor for peace. But the mei- 
iengers, appealing more like fpies than ambaliadors, were 
iigpri foiled * and no notice taken of what they came about : 

Sooxr after which, they feized lUok y as before-mentioned. 

"**' In the interim, prince Lewis of Baden arriving at PoJJega^ TT^Turk* 
capital of Sclymma, was 4 >erplcxed howto pafs the Save at defeated* 
Frost, fine? its Jianks were guarded by two thoufand Turks : 

1>ut H(0znkui an fcSerini, pafling the river in barges with five 
hundred HeyAuks, and three hundred dragoons, routed the 
enemy, and killed two hundred. Then, more troops ferry- 
ing over, they fortified the place. Three days after Topid 
Pa/M, joined by two others, arrives with, eight thoufand 
Turks, and, at midnight, attacks the Germans ; who, tho’ 
but thirteen hundred in all, repul fe them with vigour. In a 
fecond aflkuk they kill five hundred ; and then, being rein- 
forced, fully Ten the Turks , and beat them out <>i their trenches, 
lulling feven hundred more, and taking their baggage ; after 
which .they fct fire to the place,' and abandon it. 

The eksffor of Bavaria , being arrived at the Save, was 
informed that the Othman army, confiflijjg of twenty-five 
thoufand men, lay intrenched on the other fide of that river, 
with a defign to obftrtiil his paffage. Tekch alfo was polled 
with a ilroixg body, in order to receive them at their landing. 

It was therefore agreed to alarm the Turks that night in di- 
vers places, whilfi the generals Serim, Itnum, and Afpre- 
mont, fhould endeavour to pafs at fome dillancc off, with fix 
thoufand men. This was effefled without any oppofition : 
but, at day-break, they were attacked by eight thoufand Ja- 
■ nizarics , of' whom fix hundred were cut off. During this 
cngagcrfl£nt ; which 1 idled two hours, a bridge was thrown 
acrofs the river, and the whole army eroded the fame day. 

gaining this difficult point, the Turks quitted their 
trendies, andfied; while the elector maiched^ towards Bel- 
grade, which was thice days diftant k . Here let us return to 
the Turkijh authors. 

Tiie way being opened to Belgrade by the taking of Tiral BeigracU; 
(Titui J, the eleftor of Bavaria direds his courfe thither with bf^ut 
the army; and, having repulled the Turks , who, at 'the file 
of Sabats, oppofed his palfagc over the Save, proceeds to :ir- 

* Ricavt ubi fepr 
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A. D. tack the Serafiier, who had encamped roifnd that city: but 
« 688. that general, not caring to wait his approach, fet fire fo his 
camp, and the lower part of the city ; and retired to Semen - 
dria . The Germans arriving, lay fiege to Belgrade on all Tides ; 
and, having demolifhed the walls, on the i ith of Zio'lkaadeh 
(or Auguft 26th), give a general aflault. After a (harp battle 
of fix hours, the Turks are driven from the walls, and retreat 
to the caftle ; but with fo little circumfpettion, that the Ger- 
mans, mixing with them, feize the gate, where a fiercer bat- 
tle than the former erffues ; in which, it is /aid, the whole ‘ 
garrifon, confining of nine thoufand men, were put to the 
fword ^ 

It may be proper to enlarge from our owa fiiftoria^ upon * 
the fiege of this important fortrefs. On the duke of Bava- 
ria's approach, the inhabitants embarked, with all their move- 
Br caches ables, for. different places along the Danube ; yet many were 
made. killed and taken in their flight. When they were gone, the 

garrifon fet fire to the fuburbs ; where the army, on their ar- 
rival, got a very confiderable booty. Having furnifhed their 
trenches and other works, on the 25 th of Auguft , they began 
from three batteries to play on the caftle with- twenty-fix 
pieces of cannon, befides fifteen mortars. Mean time thp 
garrifon, though but three thCmfand men, made feveral vi- 
gorous fallies, being encouraged by their commander Ibrd- 
himtPaJha, with a promifed relief from Ozman , Pajha of Hd- 
lep y who, with twenty-five thoufand men, was then encamped 
at Nijfa ; while Yeghen (E), retired to Sofia with his horfe, 
for the foot had deferted him, confumed the forage round the 
country. After this, two other batteries were erefted ; yet 
the garrifon made flout refiftance, and did great execution 
with their artificial fire, as well as great fhot and bombs ; 
one of Yhich blew up a large magazine of powder. 

A general The duke of Lorrain, being recovered, came to the camp, 

aflault, but left the whole conduct of the fiege to the duke of Ba- . 
varia , who, on the 6th of September , gave a general affault 
in four quarters at once. The eleftor himfelf commanded 
in the front; the prince de Commercy on the right ; general 
Heujler on the left j and Pini, lerjeant-major of the regi- 

1 Cant. p. 358, & feqq. 

(E) As the Turkijb hiftorians the war in this part, feenjs w to 
may be prefumed to be right in have been Oxtnan Pajha, men- 
the names of their generals, tioned juft before ; for he is 
Ricaut mail have miflaken Yeg- called by the Turks , Egben 0 «- 
hen for Reich, the Serajltey, and man Pajha. 

Yeghen , if at all concerned in 


ment 
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ment of Lorrain, A the quarter near the water. The aflailaats A. D. 
entetfed the ditch ‘with much bravery, through ftiowcis of 1688. 
bullets; and made themfelves mailers of the breach. From v — 1 v— ** 
the top hereof they were difinayed with the light of an* 
other more difficult ditch, well pallifadoed on the further fide, 
as well as with the lofs of their leader count Schaffenberg : 
alfo the counts Emanuel of Fujlinherg , and Henrik of Starem - in fiat 
{[erg ; with many others who were (lain at the beginning of placer. 
the danger. In efleft, the Germans began to give ground a 
little ; and die ^advantage mull: have Been loft, had not the 
brave eie&oj expofed hijnfelf on the breach, and threatened 
death to afiy wjio offered to retire. The foldiers awed, and 
r animatedly the example of their general, defcend the fecund 
ditch, and mount to the pallifades with fuch furprizing bold- 
nefs, tliat the Turks fled ; and, crowding into the caftle fe- 
parated. from the town only by a bridge, hung out a white 
flag : but feme of the moft defperate aflailants got-in after 
them, and put all to the fword. 

They entered with the like fuccefs in the other quarters ; ^ ^ 
though in that of Gommercy one hundred dragoons were cut ta k&a 7 
off ; and general Heujler had his thumb carried away with a 
giulket ball : for all this, he boldly with his foldiers, in fpite 
of the enemy’s fire, fcaled the Vails, and made himfelf mailer 
of an iron gate, by which they got into the town ; where the 
Germans were infatiable in their daughter, putting all teethe 
fword without diftin&ion. They had alfo fpilt the blood of 
the Pajhd, the Aga of the Janizaries , and other officers, 
retired into a final! trench behind the caftle, if the ele&or’s 
clemency had not interpofed m . 

After Belgrade was reduced, the Turkijb ambafladors Succefs in 
arrive in the imperial camp ; and declare, that they came to Bofaia. 
fettle a peace, as well as to notify the elettion of Sqltdn So - 
leym&n : but thie eleftor told them, he was fent only to con- 
- quer Servia and Bulgaria (F) ; and that, if they had any thing 
topropofe to the emperor, they muft proceed to Vienna . 

The prince of Baden had no lefs fuccefs in Bofnia : for, 

Jia/ing defeated a con/iderable body of Turks, who oppofed 
his paflage of the river Unna, he purfued them Co brilkly, 

# that they abandoned Gradijla and Koftaniza . After this, On 
the ioth of Zio'lkaadch (or Augujl 15) he was met at the 

m Ricaut ubi fupr. 

(F) According to RUagt* Zvl- and alfo to a great feaft made 
fikar, the ambaflador, was in- the 8th of September, on occa- 
vited to the camp by tue eleftor, fion of his fuccefs. 
in order to hear his propofols* 

5 1 
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i6 HIJtory of the Othmln Empire. B. XV. 

little ctyof B rod by the Pdjhd of that province, witk the 
1688. ■ whole army, whom he routed and flew with five thoufand of 
his men n . 

The Pallia There * 1S but a ver y imperfeft account of the affairs of Bof- 
. /• ted ^ n * a * as rc * atec ^ b y tbe Chriftian hiftorians. According to them, 
e S ta ' prince Lewis, fetting out from Pojfega (where we left him) 
pafled the Save , September the 3d ; and marched, upon a 
falfe information of the numbers of the enemy, to attach 
Topal, PaJhH of Bcfnia. who was encamped with fifteen thou- ■ 
fand men under Tervat, or Terwent, near the river Qkraina 
about fix miles from Prout. Although the pritse had not 
above three thoufand horfe, and three hundred /Croats, yet 
theyrepulfed the enemy three times; anS then coining fo 
ciofe, that, having time to recharge their fire-arms, they fell 
on with their fwords. On this occafion they performed fuch 
wonders, that, forcing the horfe to abandon the foot, they 
flew five thoufand on the fpot, among whom was the Pajha , 
two Agas, and his Kychaya, befides two hundred drowned : 
the reft fubmitted. In this furprizing aftion, the imperialifts 
loft no more than one hundred and fifty men. 

Raf Thus ended the campaign in Hungary, after which the 
cians fub- c ^ e< ^ or °f Bavaria was recalled to defend his own territories 
mit threatened by the king of France ; who was incenfed at the 
choice made of prince Jofcph Clement of Bavaria, to bp eleftor 
of Cologn, in prejudice of cardinal Furjicmberg , whoie^intereft 
he refolved to fupport by force of arms. The command of 
the imperial army by this means devolved on marefchal Ca- 
prara, who marched from Belgrade, and took pofleflion of 
Semandria, the capital of Servia (G), and Pojkarowcrt, a 
fmall town ; both abandoned by the Turks . Thefe fuccefles 
induced the Rafcians to fubmit to the emperor ; and, having 
made ivp a body of twenty thoufand men, they furprifed 
Waolva and Zolkolova , both on the Drina ; killed a thoufand 
Turks, and routed the reft. Mean time twelve thoufand of 
the enemy, moft of them rabble, wafte and -plunder the 
country about the Morava; but were foon difperfed by ge- 
neral Heujler ; while the inhabitants of thofe parts, provoked 
by their infolence, took up arms, and feizing on the city of 
Uziga, killed five hundred Turks, and made two thoufand 
prisoners. 


n Cant, p. 359. 

(G) The Turks fay, the elec- fiege, to take pofleflion. But, 
tor, being informed the Qtb - in this cafe, the Chriftian writers 
mans had abandoned that capi- may beprefamc J to know beft. 
tal, font 1000 men during the *' 

By 



G ao. . \o Soltan Soleyman Q. 17 

By ^Jiis time, . princ^ Lewis of Baden , having fortified A. D. 
TVaw* and Gradifka , marched towards Bertzka , the only 1688. 
place nnfubdued in Bofnia ; on whofe approach the Turks v 
abandoned the town. Prince Lewis, having in about nine 
weeks reduced that whole province, was called home to re- J ubeiu£ii ' 
fift the French ; and left Picolomini to oppofe the Pajhd of 
Bofnia , who was raifing forces in thofe parts.' 

About this time Tekelf, .reinforced with a party of Turks Tekelir#. 
and Tatars , ravaged the borders of JValakhia and Tranfilva - treat5 ' 
nia ; but on the approach of four thoutand Rafcians haftily 
retreated; aryj» endeavoured by letter to draw over the Tran* 
filvanians K telling them, they mu ft by that time have experi- 
enced thrtfilblence \bf the Germans ; and that now was the 
juncture to redeem themfelves and pofterity from the barba- 
rous flavery they lay under °. 

Mean time, the Venetians carry on the war in other parts Venetian 
with more variable fortune. In the Morea , the Seraftier is fuccrjjes. 
before them in the field ; and obliges the garrifon of Athens 
to abandon the city with great lofs. Their army foon after 
march to Egrihuz (or Ncgropont ) ; and, palling the narrow 
fea which divides the ifland from the continent, lay clofe fiege 
to i-the city : but are obliged, by the difagreement of their 
own officers, and bravery of the befieged, to retreat with lofs. 

On which, the valiant general count Koningfmark , to whom 
the Venetians owe almoft all the victories gained in the Morea, 
fell fick m id died p. 

But neither of thefe after tions is fail:, if we may depend 
on the Chriftian hiftorians ; who are very particular in their p OI f t 
account of this unfortunate fiege. According to them, the faged* 
captain general Francifco Moroftniy newly elefted Doge of Ve- 
niccy refolving to befiege Negropont (H), fet fail with the 
fleet; and the 14th of Jidy landed eight thoufand foot and 


0 RiCAUT,ubi fupr. * Cant. p. 359. 


(H) It was antiently called 
Khakis , and is feated on the fa- 
mous EurippuSy or Narrow Chan - 
ntly between the ifle and Greece , 
which ebbs and Hows, at certain 
feafons, many times in twenty - 
four hours. The city (lands at 
the narrowed part of the chan- 
nel (which is there covered with a 
bridge), and is two miles round ; 
but the fuburbs much more 
larg^and populous, feparated 

. Mod. Hist. Vol. XIII. 


from the town by a deep ditch. 
The Greeks call it E gripes , a 
corruption of Eur 'pus , as Negro - 
pont is of it. The inhabitants 
might amount in all to 15,000 
people. It is the rcfidence of 
the captain ?ajba % or Lurkijh 
high admiral. On a point of 
land towards the Euriptts is a 
caftle called Karahaha, or Black 
Father . 

five 
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A. D. five hundred horfe. The city was garrifoned by fix thoufand 
1688. men ; and its walls, lined with earth, well fortified on all 
fides with baftioris, forts, mines, and cannon ; on the right 
hand of the bridge the Turks had raifed ^ battery, and pitch- 
ed their tents along the fide of the aquedufts ; and, on the 
left hand, had formed a line of communication between the 
fuburbs and a hill, which had a battery commanding* the fea, 
where Mojiafa PaJJja, one of the governors, was polled ; thfi 
other, called Ibrahim Pajha, defended the outworks. There 
were befides, divers other trenches in different forms, ftrength- 
ened with pallifades, and a deep ditch thirty* paces long, 
reaching to the gate of the city, and cqyered wkfcbfl horsr- 
work. Below the mills, was another battery of three pieces 
of great cannon, which commanded the ftiore. Every work 
had fome foldiers to defend it, efpecially French , who were 
(killed in throwing bombs and other fireworks. As a farther 
flrengthening, the Serajkier of the Morea lay fix miles off 
with four thoufand men. 

TZtfTurks The Venetians made their approaches with little obftruc- 
defeated. tion from the befieged ; and, on the 30th, began to batter 
the town. One of the bombs fell into the PajbS s palace, 
and put things there into great confufion ; while the exceflive 
heats, producing malignant fevers in the camp, killed many 
of the officers as well as foldiers, and made others retire to 
the fleet ; among whom was the brave general Koningfmark, 
who died the 1 5 th of September following. 

The Turks, finding the Venetians to be in thefe bad cir- 
cmnftances, incommoded them with fallies. On the 16th 
of Augujt, they attacked the Maltefe trenches, but were re- 
pulfed ; and had the fort near the mills taken from them : 
yet recovered it next day. This made the Doge , on the 20th, 
attack the enemies trenches, which extended* three miles from 
the hill to the fea, and effeftually covered the foldiers. The^ 
marquis of Cor bon, with his cavalry, was the firfl *vho broke 
in upon the enemy, and opened a way for the foot to come 
'4to handy-blows ; where for two hours the event was doubt- 
ful j for the Venetians were repulfed twice or thrice in foilie 
places. Bur, at length, the enemies horfe retired in great 
confufion, leaving their infantry to the mercy of the befiegert, 
who purfued them to the very gates of Negropont , with great 
(laughter ; and mattered the fuburbs. In this aftion a thou- 
fand Turks were killed, and as many wounded, among whom 
were the Serajkier s fon, and Mojiafa PaJhL On the Vene- 
tian fi^e, two hundred were flain ; and among others, the 
prince of Wirtemberg mortally wounded. 

SEPTEMBER 
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- SEPTEMBER the 5th, five hundred Turks , {allying A. D. 
on the quarter of the Slavonians, beat them out of their 1668. 
trenches ; but they recovered them again : and a breach be- 1 
ing made in the tower, on the fea-fide at the end of the A 
ditch, engineer Romagnat offered with fifty men to mount 
the fame, although but narrow, and void of any cover from 
the enemy’s {hot. The Doge landed to be a fpedhitor of 'this 
enterprize; which on the 8th was executed, with fo much 
valour, that they gained the breach : but being’ very narrow, 
as well as without cover, and the defeent into the town very 
ftcep, they re forced to*quit it again with the lofs of fix or 
fight meg. Abeut the fame time, count Waldek and colonel 
Piltz, ^dva&cing >frith their regiments, one to the brink of 
the ditch, the other to the foot of the tower, were both cut 
off, with feven captains and two hundred men. 

flow ever the Venetians, nothing difeouraged, raifed A homes 
new batteries beyond the water ; from whence they made a *ak:n. 
breach in the other tower, and battered the curtain between 
the two. But the feafon being now far fpent, -and the fick- 
nefs incrcafing, there feemed to be little hopes this year of 
taking the city ; which was continually fupplied from the camp 
w*th men and provifions. For all this, the Doge would not 
give up the enterprize ; and, "leaving no means untried to 
reduce the place, ordered a traverfe to be made over the 
ditch which was thirty paces wide, to convey the forces fin- 
der the wall. But this defign proved more difficult than was 
expefted, by the violent current of the water; and the la- 
bourers being greatly expofed to the fmall {hot of the enemy, 
who now raifed a work in the falfe bray to obftrudl the pro- 
grefs of the traverfe. However they wene driven out of this 
work by the befiegers, who took a fmall bonnet by the way. 

Yet the Turks recovered it, though they foon loft it again to 
the Venetians, *who fortified and fecured it by a new battery 
and line of communication. 

f*OR all this, the Venetian forces daily diminifhed by dif- General 
eafes and the {word, the gallies of Malta and Tufcany now a JF au l*' 
Jeft them alfo ; yet, .far from abandoning the fiege, they re- 
vived on a general affault, which was deemed practicable ; 

.and, on the 12th of OElobcr, began it about ten in the morn- 
ing, with eight thoufand men in four fereral places : but the 
bffjpged poured fuch vollies of fmall lhot upon the troops 
appointed to ftorm the breach ; that, after many officers and 
foldiers were killed, they founded a retreat, not being fup- 
ported by thofe who were to have aflifted them. No better 
fuccefs attended the other attacks. In one place, they found 
the entrance into the town obftrufted by a very fteep defeent ; 

C 2 in 
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A. D. in another, the town being inaccelfible without, they flood 
1688. in the ditch up to the middle in water, expofed to the enemy’s 
— v *— 1 Ihot. The attack lafted for feveral hours, in which they loft 
above a thoufand men, and divers officers. The gallies alfo 
fuffered much on this occafion. 


The Jiege 
raifed '. 


Klin ta- 
ken. 


It was now found impracticable, from the decreafe of their 
troops, to make another attack. But to avoid the fhame of 
quitting the fiege, after confuming all the fummer before the 
place, it was propofol in council, to continue there all winter ; 
but the foreign troops declaring they woulcfnot flay, the fiege 
was raifed, with the lofs of many In getting away 

Thus ended the unfortunate fiege of Nggropo nt « On the 
other hand, the Venetians had better fuccefs mTJalmatia*, 
where Kain (I), of which Stcaglik (K), the depofed Sofd of 
Bofnia , was governor, with feveral thoufand foldiers, was by 
them taken : befides the caftles of Verlikka , Qiionigrad , and 
Graffach r . On the 1 7th of Auguft, Klin was inverted by the 
procurator Girolamo Cornaro ; and a breach being made in the 
outer wall, the Venetians became matters of it by the ad of 
September , the befieged retiring within the fecond. By the 
4th, feveral new batteries were raifed ; and the defendant’s 
magazine of powder was blown up by a bomb : for all Ms, 
they maintained the caftle and lower town with great refolu- 
tion. At length, the regiments of Corbon and Sebenica being 
ordered to crofs a water, which was all the defence the town 
had on that fide, the foldiers fwam over with their fwords in 
their mouths, while the Turks retired from their intrench- 


ment into the cattle. The befiegers, thus left in pofleflion of 
it, prefently cut-off the pipes, and deftroyed the aquedufts 
which conveyed wafer to the caftle. Hereupon the Pajha, on 
the 1 2th of September , furrendered at mercy. 

Narim<&- After this general Cornaro having a defign upon Na • 
firted ; rentOy an antient port where formerly commodities arrived 

from Thrace, Servia y Bofnia , and other parts, failed witli his 
forces to the town of Narim , built three years before at the 
mouth of the harbour. There landing fome troops, and bat- 
tering the place from a galley, the garrifon fled ; moft" of 
whom were killed, and the reft taken by the Morlaks ; who 
afterwards ravaged the country, and returned with great 
plunder *. 


iT> r 

* Ric aot, ubi fupr. r Cant, ubi fupr. * Ricawt, ubi fupr. 

(I) Doubtlefs a miftake for (K) Riant calls him Atla-_ 
Klin ; the Alif being very like girt. 
the Lam in the Arabik charac- 
ters. 
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iN^he interim, the Turkijb ambafladors were come to Vi- A. D. 
enna, and being introduced to the emperor Leopold ’ in the 1688. 
name of the SoltAn, prefented the letters Julus Nameh (L), yv>J 
informing him of Soleym&ti's eleftion ; but made no mention Turkilh 
of peace, in hopes the Germans would firft propofe it, and t ro t°/ a & 
fo render the negotiation more eafy. When they find them- 
felves baulked in their expectation, they offer to his imperial 
*majefty his choice of a fhort truce or a peace : that, in cafe 
he defired the former, all Hungary fhould continue in his 
hands ; Tranjilvania be tributary to both empires ; Kame- 
niek difmantfed be reftorecl to the Poles , and Belgrade to the 
* 2 *trks± b’ifcif a p^ce was more agreeable, fome part of Hun- 
gary with Belgrade fliould be reftored to the Othmdn em- 
pire. 

LEOPOLD , having confultcd with the ambafTadors of Demands 
the other confederate powers, returns this anfwer : That al- of the 
though, from the prefent ftate of things, he had great hopes, 
not only of recovering the reft of Hungary , but alfo of fub- 
duing the whole Turkijb empire, yet he was ready to agree 
to a peace, provided the kingdom of Hungary , with the pro- 
vinces belonging thereto, Sclavonia, Kroatia , Bofnia y Scr - 
via f Bulgaria , and Tranfilvanki , fhould be refigned to him ; 

Moldavia and Walakhia remain free ; the exercife of the Ro- 
mijh religion permitted throughout the Turkijb empire ; the 
Francijcan friars put in pofTeffion of the holy fcpulcre at %- confederate 
rufalem ; and Tekeli delivered up to 'him. The Poles dc- princes 
manded, that the antient boundaries of their kingdom fliould 
be reftored ; and all Krim Tartary , Moldavia , Walakhia , and 
the whole country extending on both Tides of the Boryjlhencs 
as far as the Danube , refigned to them. And to fhew them- 
felves greater friends to religion than the other confederates, 
they infifted, that all the Chriftians, who lived under the 
Oth$ian government, fhould be freed from tribute. Laftly, 
the Venetians befides the Morea , the feveral iilts and cities elfe- 
where already in their pofTeffion, demand the fea-coaft of 
Negropont from Korcyra to Korinth ; and part of Dalmatia , 

'frith the demolition of the havens of Dulcigno and Antivari . 

The ambafladors immediately inform Soleyman of the an- 
fwer they had received ; and, undoubtedly, the peace would of’Jtwfad 
have been fettled, had not the moft Chriltian king, jealous by * } rance# 

(L) or more properly Namei Paflds, and to the neighbouring 
Julufi Humayun , that is. The princes, with whom he is at 
letters of the mojl fuhlime new do- peace, to notify his acccffion to 
minion •' fo-are Ailed the Soltan s the thi one. Cant. 
letters which he fends to all 
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of the great advantages which the Chriftians had gained againft 
the Ottoman empire, proclaimed war, without any juft caufe, 
againft Leopold ; advifmg the Saltan , by his ambaffador Cba- 
teauneuf, not to make peace with the emperor (M), fince he 
would the next year penetrate into the heart of Germany ; 
and had a&ually four hundred thoufand men ready for that 
expedition. He adds, that if the event fhould anfwer hi£ 
wifties, he would r^ferve to himfelf all Germany , with Vi- 
enna its capital ; but reftore Hungary to the Soltdn . Thcfe 
encouraging promifes reviving the fpirits of the Turks, So- 
leymdn negle&s his ambafladors (N), whom -he fent to fuc for 
peace, and thinks of nothing but war. ' — 

He firft applies himfelf to fettle affairs at home ; and as 
foon as the Germans were retired to winter-quarters, fends 
the greater part of his forces againft Egbcn Ozman Pafhd, 
and Gyeduk Pajha , who had almoft the whole year difturbed 
the Othmdn empire : which was freed from this danger by 
their taking the two rebels prifoners. h 

According to Ricaut , Yegbcn Pajhct, after his flight from 
Belgrade, quarreled with Noraddin Gdlgu, fon of the Khan of 
Tart ary ; who thereupon calling' him coward, and faying* he 
was fitter to command thieves than foldiers, Teghcn ordered 
him to be ftrangled before fcveral Tatar lords. 611 complaint 
of this outrage at the OthniAn court, the IVaztr endeavoured 
to palliate the matter in favour of Tcghen ; who, when he was 
Janizar Aga, had faved his life in a mutiny. But the Khan 
himfelf arriving at Adrianople, to confult about the operations 
of the enfuing campaign, fo w r armly urged the affair, that 
Tcghen was by the divan fentenced to be put to death. On 
this news, he flew into open rebellion, wrote to his old mafter 
Tedik to do the like in AJia, and plundered the country. 
But the Pajha of Sofia being ordered to t&ke him dead or 
alive, he fled into Albania to his old friend Mahmud Bcjrbgli; 
who, having been before gained by the Porte, cut off his 
head, and fent it to the Solt&n. 


/ Cart. p. 359. 

(M) Likewife, by tranfmit- 
ting vaft fums into Poland, he 
fo far corrupted the avaritious 
king, that, though he did not 
quit the alliance, yet he ufually 
took care to come no fooner in- 
to the field than it was time to 
leave it. Ricaut. 

(N ) Ricaut fays, that the am- 


See alfo Ricaut. 

bafTadors having propofed to 
Leopold the quiet poffeiSion of all 
he had conquered, the emperor, 
by what fatality our author knew 
not, not only rejected this, but, 
contrary to the cuftom of na- 
tions, imprifonedLthem Jn the 
cattle of PjtffendorJ \ near Vienna, 
for fome years, 


Mean 
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Me*N time the followers of Yedik (or Gyedtik ) increafing A. D. 
in Afta, miniftry to pacify them, promifed to employ *688. 
them in the Hungarian war, and make Yeghcn their general. 1 — 

But as foon as news was brought of that rebel’s death, the Gyeduk’s 
mind of the Porte altered ; and orders were fent to the Kay-f ucce P' 
mayk&m , not only to prevent the Aftatics from palling 
into Eirrope , but alfo to deftroy them in their own country. 
•Accordingly he attacked, and defeated a large party of them 
near Skutari . Yet this did not difcourgge Yedik, who, with 
fix thoufand men, marched towards Pmfa ; and, having 
defeated th &,PaJhti of that place, with the Nefiran, or militia, 

•caufed bi^felf *to be proclaimed king of Anatolia. After 
tliis. Tie faid fieg? to Angora ( Engitri , or Ancyra) which 
was forced to redeem itfelf by the payment of eighty purfcs, 
each containing five hundred dollars. 

Hereupon the Turkijb court returned to their old method He is kill - 
of fair promifes, alluring Yedik and his accomplices both of ed. 
pardon and reward, in cafe they would return to their duty. 

But this had no effeft ; for under pretence of zeal, for reli- 
gion, which they alledged was corrupted by the then gover- 
nors, they fummoned all the inhabitants of Anatolia to defend 
fhe fame. At length, the Beglerbeg of that province being 
honoured with the title of Teftijb , or inquifitor, firft expofed 
to the people the perfidious defigns of Yedik againft the faith ; 
and then, with fix thoufand choice men, attacked his aiinp 
with fuch fuccefs, that he gained a complete viftory. Moft 
of the commanders were either flain (amqng whom was Yedik), 
or taken ; and the men who furvived the battle, fuffered to 
return to their refpeftivc homes. Tn the mean time, Rejeb 
Pajba was made Serajkier , in the room x>f Yegben ; whofe ne- 
phew, with forty of his followers, and the governor of IVid* 
din put in by Yeghen, being taken, were put to dei^th u . 

^The domeftic enemies being fupprelTed, the Solt/ln is more 0 j 

liberty to prepare againft the foreign. And firft, in order f/^Morea. 
to fecure the fouthern provinces againft the Venetian arms, 
he fets free Liberius Gheralkhari (0), who had been confined 

» 

■ Ricaut, ubi fupr. 


(O) Better known to Europe - 
mns by the name of Liberaki, 
which is a corruption of Ube * 
rius, according to the manner 
of the Greeks . He was a native 
of Mania, the antient Lakonia . 
" He in his youth ferved in the 
Venetian fleet 5 then turned pi- 


lot for fcveral years : but at 
length taken by the lurks, was 
fent to the gallies ; from whence 
he was fet free, for advice men* 
tioned in the text ; and honoured 
with a Savjdk, but no Tag, un- 
der the title of Mania Begbi 
Cant , 
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A.D. in the gallies ; and appoints him prince of Mania , or the 
1688, Maynotta . He was induced to this, partly by the fuccefs of 
his arms in Moldavia , which convinced him that a Chriftian 
governor could much more eafily keep his Chriftian fubjefts in 
obedience, than aTurki/h; and partly, by the afluranccs of 
Liberius, that all the people of Morea were alienated from 
the Venetians , for endeavouring to force on them the RomiJb c 
religion ; and that therefore, they would foon fubmit again 
to the Othm&n dominion, in cafe a prince of- the Greek church 
was made governor of that province (O). 

Scghcd- The affairs being fettled, Soleym&n , to terrify the enemy^ 
war taken, and animate his own foldiers, declares, f that hd^wiil cota- 
Ilej 1100 nanc * tbe army hi perfon againft the Germans ; and having 
d. * raifcd as many troops as he could, marches towards Servia , 
1688. as If be intended to befiege Belgrade : but being informed at 
Sofia, that Seghedwar (or Sigcth ), famous for the martyrdom 
of Solcymdn I. had been forced by famine to furrender (P) ; 
and that the imperial army, which, he imagiried, had been 
wholly employed againft the French, was marching from Bel- 
grade againft him with great expedition ; he, in a fright, 
flops at Sofia , and leaves the army to the conduft of the Sr- 
rajkicr Rejeb Pajhh, with orders not rafhly to hazard a battle, 
*The Seraf- but only prevent the progrefs of the enemy. The Scrajlicr 
kier rout - being come to the river Morava , in fight of the Germans , 
td. and deceived by his aftrologer (Q^), who, from his obfer- 

vation of the ftars, promifed him certain vittory, bravely at- 
tacks them; but is obliged to retire, with great lofs, to 
Nijfa. Yet his eyes were fo far from being open at this mif- 
fortune, that having recruited his forces, he engages them a 
fecond time, depending on the prediftions of the fame aftro- 
loger : hpwever being quickly defeated, and almoft his whole 


(O) The truth of this we {hall 
find verified in the beginning of 
the 1 8th century. 

(P) After it had been block- 
ed up for two years, and the 
articles fignedton the 28th of 
January i68£ by the emperor. 
Put Kiwifia and Great Waradin , 
though brought to the like ex- 
tremity, held out Hill. Ricaut . 

( Ol) Although the Turks are 
forbidden forccry, and all kinds 
of divination ; for the Koran ex- 
prefly declares, Kiulli Muneji- 
mun Kuzina bun, that is, All 
ajirologen are liars ; yet they 


eafily give credit to their pre- 
dictions, fancying thafr*he kea- 
yenly bodies are the ifcftruments 
by which providence performs 
every thing ; and which by theifl 
figures exprefs what ought to be 
done. Likewife, that on the, 
foreheads of all men are writ- 
ten, in their mother's womb, 
whatever is to befall them^ab- 
cording to the harmony of the 
ftars. The Wazirs courts are 
full of fuch prophets, but they 
never dare foretell .unhappy 
events.— Cant. 


army 
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army Jeftroyed, he efcapes with a few followers, perceiving, A. D. 
too late, the vanity of his fuperftition. After this, the Ger- 1688. 
mans over-run at once all Servia , take IViddln , Nijfa, She* y 
hirkioiy and burn Siopia , a city of Bulgaria w . 

As the merit of a victory depends much on the knowlege ^ Z r * at 
of the ftrength of both armies, an hiftorian cannot (hew battlc% 
jgreater partiality, or want of (kill, than in omitting to men- 
tion what number of men each confifted of. According to 
the foregoing account of the Serajkier s defeat, the reader 
will be apt to conclude, that the Turks were much inferior 
to the imperialists in force*; whereas, if the Chilian writers 
%ay b* credited, they had twice or thrice the advantage in 
numbers. Prince Lewis of Baden, having reinforced Belgrade 
with two thoufand foot, and fortified Semendria , marched 
with his army, and encamped near Morava : but on news of 
the Turks retreat, on the 2d of Auguft , he purfued them 
towards Nijfa with the reft of his army, which confifted 
only of eighteen thoufand men ; whereas the Turks amounted 
to forty thoufand, befides undifciplined troops. They had 
not marched far, before their out-guards were attacked by a 
hpdy of Tatars ; two of whom being taken, informed them, T^Turks 
that a great body of Turks and Tatars under Salt an Galga, routed . 
the Kh&n' s fon, defigned to attack them on one fide near Paf- 
farovitz , while the Serajkier inclofed them on the other fide, 
with an army of fifty thoufand men, in order to cut-off their 
• provifions. The prince thereupon refolved to diilodge the 
Serajkier , who was encamped within two hours march, and, on 
the 29th of Auguft , advanced brifkly againft him. On this un- 
expected motion the Turks retreated for three hours ; when 
coming to a pafs, they flood their ground, but were foon 
routed, and difperfed in the woods, with the lofs of four 
hundred horfe. and twelve ftandards. Many were •killed af- 
terwards by the huflars who hunted them ; and the roads 
ftrewed*with arms and cloaths, which to efcape the better, 
they threw away. ^ ^ 

•Encouraged with this fuccefs, owing chiefly to the con- taf fc s ‘ 
"duft of the generals Veterani and Picolomini , the prince re- j- uc ^ 
pafled the Morava ; in order to attack Soltdn Galga encamped J 
9 with his Tatars beyond that river, before he could join with 
the Turkijh cavalry lately defeated. As the road lay by a very 
xbfrow paffage thrQUgh a thick wood, half an hour’s march 
In length, which opened into a fmall plain ; five hundred 
men were fent under count Solaro to Secure that paflage. I11 
this defign they were oppofed by three thoufand Janizaries, 
and a good body of horfe. But general Hcifter coming to 

w Cant. p. & fe<jq. 
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A. D. their afliftance, fo advantageoufly polled himfelf within the. 
1688. .woods and thick bufhes, that he maintained the pafs till 
11 j next morn ing • when prince Lewis advanced with his main 
force in a* great fog, and polled himfelf before the wood. On 
the right hand, he was flickered by thickets, and bufhy 
grounds almofl impaffable ; and his left wing extended to the 
bank of the Morava. • 

Join the But before the cavalry could arrive, the fog diffipated, and 
Turks, unexpeftedly difcovgred the whole Turkifb army drawn up 
in order of battle, juft fronting the imperial infantry ; which 
the Turks inftantly attacked with fach unufual violence, that 
prince Lewis had fcarce time to range his fecdnd Ijge in a pgf 
ture of defence. However the imperialQls flood tfie Ihock 
from their great and fmall fhot, with much firmnefs ; then 
playing their parts, the fight grew very hot for two hours to- 
gether within piftol-fhot ; when the mufic of the cavalry, 
which now came up, founding without the foreft, the enemy 
was ftruck with fuch fear, that they retreated into the neigh- 
bouring wood, and thence into a plain behind it, where they 
entrenched themfclves. Here being followed by the imperi- 
alifts, the cannon was played hotly on both fides for an hour 
and half ; after which, xh^Turks retired to another treifch 
encompafled with a ditch of water, and acceflible only in 
one place. 

‘Hereupon count Palfi was ordered with his regiment, to 

is rout enter ^ ie wooc ^ f° lln d all his warlike inftruments, in 
mm rou - Qr( j er to ma k e the enemy believe fome great body was ad- 
vancing to fall on their rear, while count Picolomini with the 
van attacked them in front. This he did with fuch refolu- 
tion, in fpite of thdr cannon, that they prefently quitted that 
poft alfo, and retreated in diforder through the woods, fol- 
lowed by the imperialifts ; who would have made a dreadful 
{laughter had not the ways been narrow, and unknown to , 
them : however they purfued them to their camp. at %ata- 
j chin , which they abandoned, leaving behind all their artil- 
lery (R), ammunition, provifion, and baggage. In their 
way to Jagodina on the Morava , whither they fled in great 
diforder, numbers of them were cut-off by the Hungarians 
and Rafcians ; who brought alfo to the camp ipany prifoners*, 
and thirty-fix pieces of cannon of the largeft fae x . 

Satfle of The prince, after he had refrefhed his forces, begap .his 
NilTa. J march to Nijfa, twenty leagues diftant, through woods and 

* Ricaut, ubi fupr. 

(&) X05 hraft cannon, and three mortars. 


mountains. 
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mountains. The Turks had ftill moll of their army irttire, A. D. 
and were befides reinforced with twenty thoufand men ; yet 1688. 
on his approach, the Scrajkicr quitted that city, and en- ' 
camped near it by the fide of the Nijfava . The prince 
pitched his tents within a league of Nijfa, near a little river 
which falls into the Nijfava ; and on the 24th of September 
# about five in the evening, poffefled himfelf of the lides of 
the hill over the enemy’s camp, in fpite of all their oppofi- 
tion. This dong, left the Turks ftiould fortify their camp in 
the night, he refolves to attack them off-hand ; extending his 
right wing towards the 'foot of the hill, and his left along 
# lhe pfeift the hanks of the Nijfava . The Serajhier here- 
upon caufed the greater part of his cavalry, drawn-up on the 
declivity of the hill, to charge the infantry of the left wing : 
but feeing them advance with their cannon in front, they 
wheeled about towards the right wing ; and attacked them 
at the foot of the hill on the flank, which could not be fe- 
cured. 

This produced fome confufion among the Hitjfars : but y^Turks 
being timely fupported by other troops, the Turkijh horfe otU€r . 
jnuft have been routed, had not fome of their own troops thrown. 
fired on them, and forced them to Hand their ground. How- 
ever the main body under Heifler , being ordered to attack the 
enemy on the hill, after a long confiift gained the top ; whi- 
ther the duke of Croy , who commanded towards the river, 
foon after arriving, the Turks were quickly driven from 
thence with great daughter. NotwithftandiUg this, the ene- 
my’s horfe rallying again in the plains, made another vigo- 
rous aflault on the left wing, but werg rcpulfed ; when the 
Janizaries , who were making new trenches, fired on them, 
and forced them to Hand another charge, which they did 
with great fiwnnefs againft the Hujfars , However thefe, being 
fuccourcd by the Regiment of Caprara , at laft forced them in- 
tiTely To quit the field, and furioufly purfued them to their very 
camp. Mean time another party of horfe attacked their main 
body : but count Starcmberg coming to their afliftance, the 
enemy \vas put to a diforderly flight, and purfued till night 
parted them. 

In this a&ion ten thoufand Turks were killed, and not 
above three* hundred Germans ; which was the more fur- 
"pVifing, as the former were reckoned to amount to eighty 
thoufand, the latter to fcarce fifteen thoufand men. The 
booty too was very great, confiding of thirty pieces of can- 
non, many thoufands of tents, and divers ftandards, befides 
itore of provifion. 


After 
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A. D. After this fecond vidlory, prince Lewis ordered Nijfa 
1688. to be ftrongly fortified, and fent out a party; who, having 
advanced as far as Dragoman within four hours of Sofia, 
Tekelid?- brought word that the Turks had defer ted the fortrefs of 
fmted. Moft&fa Pajhd Palanka , and other caftles in that abandoned 
country. The news of this great defeat was carried^to court 
by Mojlafa Aga, w^o had been fent thither with letters by 
Julfigar , the Turkijh ambaflador at Vienna , and detained for 
fome months by prirfte Lewis . Mean time r that general being 
Widdin * n f° rmec *» that Orfowa and Fetijlau were burnt, and Tckeli , 
taken ^ ome Turkijb troops, was encamped ne^r Widdin , where 

he had a {lately houfe, herefolved to return tha!*Wa$k 
Danube , and defeat him. Accordingly, fetting out Oflober 
4th with but a few forces, on the 14th came unexpcftedly 
on the enemy ; who, haftily getting in order of battle to the 
number of twelve thoufand men, maintained a doubtful fight 
for fome time with unufual bravery, but, at length, were 
routed, leaving one thoufand flain, with a great quantity of 
ammunition and provifion, behind them. The caflle, refufing 
to furrender, was fo battered, that, on the 19th, the befieged, 
to the number of two thoufand five hundred fifty-nine, ca- 
pitulated to be convoyed lo Nikopolis , whither Tekcli had fled 
before the battle ; and there, with tears in his eyes, came out 
to meet them. The taking of Widdin was the more impor- 
tant, as it fecured all the country gained by the two lafl vic- 
tories ; and cut off relief from Temefwar , and other Turki/h 
’ garrifons in Hungary . 


.SECT. II. 

Admimflration of Ahmed Kyoprili, with the Recovery 
• of Belgrade, and other Conquers. 

T TP ON the news of thefe misfortunes, Soleymdiu haflens 
renewed^ ^ f rom Sofia to Adrianople, and returns an anfwer, till 
renew . t ^ en deferred, t0 his ambafladors at the German court ; qr- 
dering them to infill only on the reftoration of Belgrade,' 
without mentioning the other provinces of Hungary . But 
Maurocordatus finding fuch things could not be propofed, 
conceals his orders ; and pretends the Soltdn would not 
give up any-thing, excepting what he had before-mentioned. 
Yet afterwards being reminded by his colleague, that both 
their lives would be in danger, if they fhould be found to 
negleft the Soltdn's commands^ he communicates the real 
ftate of the affair to the emperor ; and receives fuch an an- 
fwer as he expeflcd : for although Leopold , who was unable 

to 
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to caray on the war with fuccefs againtt two enemies, would A. D. 
gladly have made a truce upon terms, yet he was obliged to 1688. 
put off the affair to another time ; becaufe the Turkifb am- 
baffadors had not full power to make a peace; and he 
thought it diftionourable, after fo many vi&ories, to fend any 
of his own to the Porte , as it were tofue for peace. 

Thus great advantages werejoft which were never to be but tut ofF 
procured again, only to preferve a trifling pun&ilio. Soltdn F * % 
Soleymdn, before he left Sofia, with cqpfent of his council, 
had agreed to ahnoft all the demands of the confederates ; 
and caufed inftru&ions to be drawn up for his ambaffador, to 
jhe folloying pttrpofe : “ that he ihould ufe his utmoft en- 
<T ^e 3 Tours to proctire a peace, and give no ear to the French 
promifes; that he fhould labour to perfuade the emperor 
to reftore Belgrade , and make it the limit of both domi- 
nions ; that, in cafe of any fcruple, he Ihould firft offer 
Kanifia , then Ciula, Temefwar, or elfe Great IVaradin, in- 
ftead of it ; that, to content the Poles, he fhould propofe 
“ to demolifh Kami nick ; and, if that would not do, to fur- 
“ render it. Laftiy, as to the Venetians , that they fhould 
* c keep what they had taken, and no mention be made of 
“• Negropont . Thefe inftru&iops were carried back by Mof- 
“ tafa Agd, who brought the letters from the ambaffador V* 

Mean time the two armies in Polqpid do nothing but fhew R^ans 
themfelves to each other, being divided by the river Tyras , 'or i e n e „ c Or. 
Neifter. But the Czars of Rujfia , raifing, it is faid, four 
hundred thoufand men, fend them, with fourteen hundred 
cannon, under the conduft of Bajilius Gallic zin, againtt the 
Tatars. Yet thefe vaft preparations were rendered ufelefs by 
the Czar's own regiment, which revolted* while the Ruffians 
were befieging the city Or , commonly called Prakop (S) ; and, 
by drawing into their party many of the molt confiderable 
officers, the arftiy is forced to return home without fuccefs. 

In their retreat, they are attacked by the Tatars ; and, thro* 
the *perffdioufnefs of their inteftine enemies, fuffer a great Obliged tq 
lofs in the rear. At their return, Peter Alexiowitz , who retreat. 
*hdn reigned alone, making a ftrift enquiry into the fedition, 

(huts up his fitter, who had been the chief caufe, of the rebel- 
. lion, in a monaftery ; banifhes Galliczin , as privy to the con- 
fpiracy, to Archangel , and confifcates his eftate ; kills, like 
wije^beafts, twelve thoufand Streltzi's (T), publickly in the 

y Ricaut, ubi fupr. 

(S) It ttands on the iflhmus, thence, by fome, Precopen/ian 
which gives entrance to the pen- Fart ary. 
iflfula of Krim, called from (T) Or Sterlits. 


market 
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A. D. market places and ftreets ; and, having abolifhed this military 
1688. order, forms a * regular militia after the manner of other 
W gy yw aj Chriftian princes. 

In the Morea this year, the Venetians befiege Monem - 
bajfta (or Malvafta ), and cut-off all provifions • while Libe- 
rate, lately made prince of that country, attempts to relieve 
the city, but is repulfed with lofs z . 

'Affairs of This war in the Morea requires a more particular account 
Albania, from the Chriftian kiftorians : but, before we proceed to it, 
ir will be proper to fpeak of what pafled in 'Albania. Count 
* Picolomini , who commanded in thofe parts, fent word in 
October to prince Lewis , that all the Albanians J^vinq fub* 
mitted to him, he intended foon to fubdue the country from 
Skutari to Novibazdr , but wanted forces ; hereupon the prince 
fent him three regiments under the prince of Hanover. With 
this reinforcement, lie marched from Procopia to P rift in a 
and Klina (or Klin ) 9 where fix thoufand Arnauds (or Albani- 
ans) met him with thirteen hundred carts of provifions. 
After this, he arrived at Kaziatifh , a little city with a caftle ; 

. from whence he marched to Scopia (or Ujkopia ), whofe Greek 
and Turkijh inhabitants had abandoned it, and fled to Mah- 
m(td Pajha encamped in a valley with ten thoufand mffn. 
But thefe were fo terrified at the bare fhouts of the Germans , 
and noife of their cannon, which they fired for joy, that they 
fled alfo in great confufion into the woods, where many were 
killed by the Hyffars ; and two thoufand carts recovered 
which had been preffed in the country to carry-ofF the inh 
bitants into flavery. 

Places re - P ICOLOMIN J y marching forward, burnt the undent 
duced. feat of Ladijlaus Cziocchi, and then returned to Kazianek, 
where his diftemper, fuppofed by fome to be the plague, 
greatly increafed. From thence he removed to Panni 9 where 
he heard that the governor of Pyroth 9 having invaded the 
enemy’s country, and defeated a party of fifteen hundred 
Turks encamped near Dragoman before- mentioned, jome hours 
from Sofia (T), was afterwards defeated by feveral larger 
bodies who came againft him. After much fatigue, he ar- 
rived at the oity of Projferin , where he was met by the arch- 
bifhop of Albania , and patriarch of Klcmenta , with eight 
thoufand Arnauds , both Greeks and Turks 9 who came to fub- 
mit themfelves. Soon after this, the brave count deputed 

2 Cant, p. 363. 

(T) Said here to be 6 or 7 hours, but only 4 in the former 
place. 


this 
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this life tp the, unfpeakable grief of the whole army, the A. D. 

command of which devolved on Veterani, 1688. 

Let us now come to the affairs of the Morea. After the 
Venetians had withdrawn the laft year from before Negro - Venetian* 
pout, the Doge , Morojini , who had ftill an eye upon it, win- j 
tered with the fleet at Napoli di Romania, and ordered the 
channel # on both Tides to be well guarded. For all this, the 
tap tain Pajbd broke through with feveral gallies, and landed 
five hundred men, with proper inftruments to repair the 
breaches, which* was accordingly done. Mean time, Mo - 
rofiniy wanting forces to fenew the fiege of that place, re- 
fahcedjo attack ! 'Napoli di Malvajia , whither he fent ten gal- 
lies and twelve galliots to affift the Maniots in building two 
forts near the town bridge, in order to block up the place. 

At the fame time Liberakhi, or Liberia, Bey of the More ay 
lay encamped at Xeromerto, or Mijfelonghi, near Lepanto , 
with one hundred Turks , one hundred and fifty Sclavoniansy 
and fome Venetians , who daily deferted to join the enfigns 
Bojfina and Vito, gained over by him two years before. To 
put a flop to this defertion, ten chekins a head were offered 
to fuch as brought any to the camp ; which had the' defired 
efteft. - „ 

Their next attempt was to deftroy Liberakhi, either by a7a '„n\ \ 
alluring him to their camp, or rendering him fuipefted by berakhi! 1- 
the Turks . To this end they fent one Dambi , formerly an in- 
timate of his, to Urakori, near Lepanto, where, having de- 
livered his commiffion, Liberakhi told him, he fhould rea- 
dily have complied with the requeft of the Doge, who was 
his godfather, but was. too deeply engaged with the Turks to 
defert them : for that he had not only married the late prince 
of Moldavia's widow, with an eftate of twenty thoufand 
crowns, by favour of the lVdzir, but his wife, children, and 
two friends, were in pledge for hiS fidelity. However he 
gave Dambi feveral lights into the ftate of affairs ; promifed 
further information to the Doge, and fent him back in oppofi- 
tiqn to Ali Bey, who won Id have carried him to the Serajiier, 

•then lying at Zeytun with four thoufand men. 

On Dambi' s' return, the Doge fet fail for Malvafia, and p r 
laid fiege to the place both by fea and land. The garrifon 
confiftcd of no more than feven ’hundred foldiers, which, ia ' 

with the inhabitants, made about two thoufand fouls. The 
ftreets were narrow, but the houfes ftrongly built ; and the 
upper rooms filled with earth to cover them from the bombs. 

Mean time, in June, the villages about Salbna, which is near 
Zeytun , refufing to pay the Kharacb , or poll-money, de- 
manded by Liberakhi , he marched againft them : but, after a 
8 bloody 
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_ D. bloody fight was defeated by the country people, under the 
\ p38. cOnduft of Kbaropoliti . ' Soon after it was refolved to leave 
fome thoufand men at ( the pafs of Korinth under Dambi , to 
prevent the Serqfkier from entering into the Morea ; while to 
block up Malvafia fome regiments were ordered to raife cer- 
tain redoubts on the fide towards the gardens, and a fqua- 
dron of gallies polled there to affift the forces on Ihore. 
tut are re - The Doge , in the mean time, removed from the forts o& 

gulfed ; St. Nicholas , which, was the old Malvafia , to the new forts 

i built at the bridge, whence they played* with four fifty 

pounders on the town ; which was not idle neither with its 
cannon. But on a fudden, a furious ftorm -arofe, which fa^ 
voured the Turks : for it filled their cifterife with watcr 7 B WirTTe 
it fhattered the fleet, and overthrew the tents of the Chrifii- 
ans on land. The hurricane being over, and the batteries 
raifed, they plied the town inceflantly both by fea and land, 
with their cannon and bombs, by which they hoped to re- 
duce it ; for, when they had made wide breaches, they had 
neither men nor other preparations to ftorm them. They 
failed alfo to burn the galliots and other vcflels, which the 
Turks had drawn clofe under the walls, for want of four 
lhips which flayed behind. ^\t the fame time, the officevs 
and foldiers on (bore approaching the town nearer than was 
fafe or neceffary to view the aftion, feveral were (lain with 
mtffket-lhot, and among the reft admiral Venter , the belt fea 
officer belonging to the republick ; while the befieged, from 
the concourfe, apprehending an allault to be intended, fal- 
lied, and put theih to flight with fome- {laughter. 

Hock it up. After this the Doge, defpairing of taking the place by 
force, caufed it to bt blocked up ; and, having battered down 
the fuburbs from his lhips, failed away, intending to fpend 
the remainder of the fumpier cruifing in th z Archipelago. But, 
being feized with a violent fever, and a reftort flying that 
the captain Pajha was at fea with a ftrong fleet, it was thought 
proper to return to Venice , whither they direfted their courfe 
the 15 th of September. While the Doge performed quaran- 
tine at SpalatOy news came in the beginning of November 
that the proveclitor-general Molino had fucceedcd in his defign 
againft Trebigno > having poflefled himfelf in that country of % 
ten towers, (even of which he had demolifhed, and garri- 
foned the other three, to check the incurfions of the Turks * : 
to whofe hiftorians we lhall now return. 

Kyoprioli About the end of this campaign Saltan Soleyman , la- 
made Wa- during under a dropfy, by advice of his phyficians, removes 
air. 


* Ricaut, ubi fupra. 
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from Adrianople to his other capital, where he puts to death A. D. 
Rejeb Pajbd, Serafkier of Hungary , for fighting with the 
Germans contrary to his orders. He likewife banifhes the ' 

Wazir , Tefckiar Daghi Mojicfa Pajha , to Malgara , a little 
town near Rodojlus , as a man unqualified either for war or 
the adminiftration of affairs ; and advances in his room Rio- 
ferli Mdftdfa Pajhd , Kaymaykam of Conjiantinople . The 
ifcw Wazir immediately fends for the Mufti and Kadio'lafters, 
with the reft of the Ulema, and generals®bf the army, who, 
being met, he orders the interpreters of the law to give their 
opinion, whether it was proper to deiire peace of the Ger - 
***%>jQr recover by force what the confederates had unjuftly 
feized ? The Mufti firft declares, that it was not contrary to 
the divine law to defire peace, even of Infidels, in times of 
neceffity. The fame opinion is embraced by the Rumeli Ra- 
dio' Lifter i but the Anadol Radio' lafter{J\), either by the IVazir's 
inftigation, or becaufe he faw his provinces out of danger, 
maintains it to be more eligible, that all the Mufulmans fhould 
perilh by the fword, than to make Eynattak with the Gyawrs ; 
fmce thereby the honour of the prophet and the Koran would 
Jbe wounded. 

'The Wazir Ryoperli , who approved of this fpeech, there- - n 
upon faid, “ That, as often as he had conudered the con m council 
“ duft of the miniftry for feven years paft, againft the em# 
iC peror of Germany , he could not fufficiently wonder at the 
“ imprudence of the Othmcin generals, the blindnefs of the 
“ counfellors, and the fearful or perverfe minds of the inter- 
“ preters of the law : that the two firlu minded nothing but 
u to raife large armies, and fill the treafury by any means ; 

“ while the Ulema, content with their ftlpends, and pre- 
€i ferring eafe to labour, never concerned themfelves whe- 
tc ther the Othm&p ftate was well adminiftcred, or thought 
“ of reforming the vices of the people, which was the fource 
“ of ajl thf- prefent calamities ; but immediately approved of 
“ the propofals of peace, and almoft forced it on the Muful- 
“ mgns. That when God, ftill more provoked by this infi- 
“ delity, debarred them of peace upon honourable terms, 

“ they returned to their old praftice, and caft the blame due 
V* to the fubje&s upon the emperor : that, having obtained cenfures 
<c their ends, they foretold the foldiers, at their departure, f ormer m * 
€< oujtdof the law, that the Gyawrs would be driven from 
€t the Othm&n borders : that yet this did not happen, and it 
€< was no wonder God did not aflift the Mufulm&n forces^ 

“ finqe good works,' purity in the foldiers, and juftice in the 

( A} That is the Radio' lajkers, of Europe , and Anatolia , or AJia 
or military lord chief ju dices Minor. 

Mod. Hist. Vol. XIII. D “ rulers, 
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A. D: a rulers, thofe neccflary conditions on which the prophet 
1688. “ Mohammed promifed them fuccefs, had all along been 

^ “ wanting f that for his part, to demonftrate the truth of 
44 what he fpoke, he defired only twelve thoufand true fol- 
44 lowers of the Korin , men pure in heart and mind ; with* 
44 whom he trufted, ,by God's afliftance, to humble the num- 
44 bcrlefs forces of the Gyawrs , in fuch a manner as to oblige 
44 them to reftore all they had taken from the Othman empire. 1 ^ 

, To thisfpeech tFie Mufti replies, that, .although the Wa- 

*advtiir! zir tracec * out true caufrs of the corruptions, and 
JL ’ the misfortunes confequent thereupon, yet they could hardly 
be corrected by the method he propofed; fintfthe army 
wanted fpirit, and the treafury money, the finews of war. 
He added, that all people were in hopes of an approaching 
peace, raifed by the letters lately fent by the ambafladors at 
Vienna. Upon this, the IVazir afks who were the ambafla- 
dors, and what peace they were fent to make ? The Mufti 
having informed him of the whole ftate of that affair, he is 
fired with indignation ; and, in a long fpeech, fhews, how 
much the authors of that embafly (of whom he deemed his 
predcceflbr to be the principal) had a&ed againft the goodc. 
of the empire. At laft, raifmg his voice aloud, he cries out, 
44 I account the ambafladors, with thofe who fent them, to 
** be Gyanvrs ; and, as fuch, do kthink they will be treated 
44 in the divine judgment : for no true Mufultnin , verfed in 
44 the precepts of the Koran, could have involved the Soltdn , 
44 a prince of great mildnefs and fimplicity, in fo heinous 
44 and execrable a crime.” 

War re- This ltrong difpofition in the Waztr to war is greatly en- 
folvtdon . couraged by the French ambaflador, who poflefles the whole 
court with fuch a confidence in the arms of Trance , that a 
Galihch Dhvan (U) being called, it is unanimoufly refolved to 
profecute the war with the utmoft vigour. However, that 

(U) So is called the Soltdn $ ftand by : but the iriilitaty offi- 
held every Sunday and cers, as the Agd of the Janiza- 
* Turf day , under a Kubbeb in the ries, Spahilar Agafi , Silladar 
large hall of the outer court, Agafi , and the reft, fit without 
named Baht htmayim , or the the Dinudn at the gate of Bahi 
fab time Porte. The prime Wa- Humayun . The Soltdn hear." 
vir prefides in it, and has, on out of a window over the prime 
his right hand, the Rutneli Ka - Waxir's head, all that is done. 
tflajker ; on his left, the Ana - The IVazir is drelTed in white 
del KaJPlaJJcer, wi;h the Mufti filk, with a triangular turban ; 
(if flinimt)ned\ and the reft of the other great officers of the 
tne KubbehWa'nrs \ and lower, Dinvdn, in brown garments.-— 
the Tefterddr. The Reis Ejftndi , Cant. 
and other chiefs of the KaUmij, 


the 
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the treaty, begun at Vienna, might not feem to be broken off A. D. 
without fome reafbn, the Wazlr writes to acquaint the em- 1688.. 
peror’s council ; “ that he had heard fome perfons were ar- 
“ rived at Vienna under the title of ambaffadors from the 
“ Porte , and had propoied terms of peace in the SoltAn’s 
“ name : but that they were impoftors, and had either forged 
" the letters, which they pretended to have received from 
“ *that prince, or procured them from the former JVaztr, 

“ without the Soltty's knowledge b .” ** 

Matters being thus fettled, he prepares for an early 
campaign, by applying his wfiole care to the raifing an army, Hts Yt 
and pnaviding warlike ftores. But, finding what the Mufti ***** a * 
had faid to be true, that the Othm&ns were feized with Jfuch 
terror, there were but little hopes of raifing forces capable of 
oppofmg the Germans : that the treafury was exhaufted, and 
the people every-whcre unwilling to perform their duty; he 
takes a different method of levying troops from that ufed by. 
his predeceflors, which he executes with wonderful art and 
fuccefs. The former Waztrs, in their mandates, had re- 
quired all perfons, whofe duty it was, to attend the wars ; but 
be publifhes a Fermhn in another ftrain : he fays in it, 

“ That, as he found it neceflary to truft the command of the 
“ Othmhn^ army, againft the haughty Germans , to none but 
“ himfelf, fo he would not employ, in this expedition, any 4) 

<c foldiers forced into the fervice, as knowing the will was 
“ of more value with God than the deed : that he would 
“ only put the Mufulmans in mind, that, by the precepts raifing 
“ of God, and his prophet, every one is commanded neither filters ; 

“ to avoid martyrdom, nor defpair of fucce # fs, in defence pf 
“ the law, and the extirpation of infidels : that every Mu- 
“ fidman therefore, who thought himfelf obliged by this law, 

“ and had refolutipa to fuffer every thing for the faith, ought 
“ to come, and lift himfelf in his army : but that he who 
“ was*doubtful, was afraid of being a martyr, or detained 
“ by affairs, which he believed would excufq him before 
“ God, from the fervice, fhould have the liberty of ftaying 
“ at home ; where, after purging himfelf from >all criminal 
“ actions, he ought daily to intercede with God for the ar- 
“»my’s fuccefs. It was added, that even tho* fuch a perfon 
“ fhould be of the military order, yet he fhould not only be 
“ exempt^ from punifhment, but alfo enjoy his pay during 
“ his abfence.” 

By this artful mandate both the foldiers and people of ; ts / ur p r j m 
Afia are rouzed as it were from a profound fleep : for till fi n gejf* 3 . 


k Cant. p. 363. &feq. 

D z 


then. 
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A. D. . then, whenever they were called to the wars, the greater 
, 688. part, for feat of the punifhment threatened to the unwilling, 
hid themfelves ; and efcaped the enquiry of the Pajhcls, partly 
by gifts, and partly by artifice, and falfe pretences. But, 
when they find themfelves called on, front motives of reli- 
gion, to war againft Infidels, not only thofe whet received 
the pay, but others, who had been difmiffed the fervice, pre- 
pare for the campaign, for fear of being accounted cowards, 
or Gyaivrs , in cafe they fteud. at home. Thus what the 
. former IVazirs could not effeil by the fevereft threats, or by 
the Pajhas, Kajnji , and Chaujb ; Kyoprioli Mofiafd Pajh& ac- 
complices without any difficulty, by one word tiPthe*AW;z ; 
and raifes more numerous forces than any Waztr had done, 
lince Kara Mojlafa Pa/ha, 

Reforms Having, by this method, aflembled an army, he turns 
the trea his thoughts towards purging the treafury of money unjuftly 
j ur y % raifed, and filling it by more honourable means. He finds 

the ftate of accounts in no lefs confufion than that of other 
affairs : for the Waztrs , and other great men, in the time of 
peace, had confumed mod part of it under various pre- 
tences : they had alfo for bribes granted to fome an exosnp* 
tion from tribute, and laid # on others a greater burthen than 
they could bear. Afterwards, on the war breaking out, the 
' Tefterdats had invented various fchemes to fill their empty 
coffers ; by which they had fo impoverilhed the citizens, that 
nothing was heard but the cries of people calling for the ven- 
geance of God on their oppreffors. The Waztr , with great 
application, remo\ cs all thofe abufes ; reftores . to the trea- 
fury all the money which his predeceffors, the Pqfbas and fe- 
cretaries, had taken away ; eftablifties new laws for raifing 
tribute ; and orders, that no perfon of a different religion 
fliould be exempt from it. Whereby the Greek monks, before 
exempt, became fubjeft to the Haraj (W), which he divides 


(W) A fet tribute, which all 
perfqns, not Mohammedans, are 
obliged to pay to the Turkish 
emperors, if he has a mind to 
be a fubjeft of the empire. This 
tribute the Koran has fixed to 
be 13 drams of pnre filver for 
all perfons come of ripe age. 
But, in time, this fum being 
thought too finall, three rixdol- 
Iars were fee upon each per fon's 
head, under Mohammed il . and 
his three fucceflbrs ; which .was 


afterwards leflened or encreafed 
at pleafure, till this Kiofmli dU 
Vided it as in the text.— -The 
Greek monks, ever-fined the tak- 
ing of Gonfiantinople had been 
exempt from the Haraj, or Ka- 
raj , by virtue of a writing^ ven 
by the pretended prophet Mo- 
hammed, to the monks of Shay y 
but Kiofrili alledged this privi- 
ledge to be fpurious, or, if ge- 
nuine, to extend only to the 
Sinai ft monks. Cant, 
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into three parts, that none might fuffer by an unequal aflefT- A/D. 
ment; enjoining the richer fort to pay ten Leonines a year, *688. 
thofe of a midcue rank fix, and the poor only three dollars. v - **- 

All the, money which the^devotion of their anceftors had 
left to the treafurers of the J&mi> he brings into the publick Seizes 
treafyry ; and anfwers the Muteveli , who call it facrilege, that church 
wealth defigned for religious ufes, ought to be employed in treafure. 
religious wars ; adding, that it was more conducive to the 
MufuImAn intereft, to maintain with it # {he defenders of the 
holy edifices, than* enemies and robbers. He reftores to their 
former integrity the judicial proceedings, which till then had 
been almqfHntirely venal > punilhes the judges convifted of Reforms 
corruption with gre£t feverity ; refeues thofe who are opprefled *l )£ law- 
by falfe accufations without refpeft of perfons ; and prevents.? rSt 
every-body from being injured. He orders that neither corn, 
nor any other provifions, Ihould be violently demanded from 
the fubje&s (A), but purchafed with ready money at fuch a 
price as they Ihould think proper. By thefe meafures having 
acquired a great reputation for prudence, juftice, and fanftity, 
he prepares for the campaign ; and left fo many alterations 
might in his abfence occafion a fedition againft th e Sol tan, he 
* pA'fuades him to remove to AJrianople in the fpring a , where 
we leave the Wazir for a while, to fee what was doing in the 
interim in Hungary. 

Hitherto the imperial arms had been profperous to a 
furprifing degree : but now the empire being furioully at- 
tacked within the very bowels of it, by the arms of France , 
which obliged the feveral German princes to provide for their 
own fecurity, many of the troops who ferved in Hungary Kaflenek 
were called home. So that the main burden of the war fell befeged. 
on the emperor, which was carried on with various fuccefs, 
but for the moft part profperous, whilft under the aufpicious 
direftion of printe Lewis of Baden . However the year 1690 
b'egan not very favourably on Leopold f*9 fide : for the prince of 
HoljFein,*vt\io in Veteran? $ abfence commanded the army in 
Albania , hearing that the Turks ravaged the country, he 
marChed to PriJJeren , or Priffina , with fome troops to meet 
them. From hence, on the firft of January , he detached the 
prince of Hanover and colonel Strajfer with fixteen hundred 

* Cant. p. 365, & feq. 

(A) This piece of juftice re- perfons, without regard to their 
commended Kioprili to aH the religion, of which prince Can- 
Chriftians redding in Turk/, trnir gives inftances. 

His equity extended alike to all 

D 3 


men 
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A. D. , men to relieve the pafs of Kajfenek , befieged by the Turks ; 
v *688. where arriving next day they ported themfelves with their 
V-r— vt-tuJ backs to a morafs, and planted four field-pieces againft the 
Turks , who durft not attack them in that place: but keep- 
ing to the hills and woods, they detached one thoufand Tatars 
into the plain, on fight of whom, Strajfer , quitting his ad- 
vantageous port, forced them to retreat. 

The Ger- Mf.an time the Germans , being now in the open field, 
mans de- found themfelves fwrrounded by thirty thoufand of the ene- 
feated* my, againft whom they maintained a battle from nine till 
three in the afternoon ; when hating fpent all their powder 
and ammunition, they were at Uft totally defeated. ^ H ere 
the prince of Hanover , colonel Strajfer , and count Solan, 
with moft of the officers and foldiers, were (lain on the fpot, 
and moft of the prifoners died of their wounds. However, 
five or fix hundred men, by favour of the night and woods, 
got fafe to Belgrade. On the fourth, Picolomims regiment, 
which was to join Strajfer , under count Montecclli , having 
had no advice of the defeat, drew near to Kajfenek , and was 
prefently furrounded by the Tatars : but the count retreating 
towards a morafs, over which there was a bridge, fent a lieu- 
tenant with thirty horfe to guard the other end of it. Tfhc 
Tatars after fome time attacked them on both fides : but the 
lieutenant being relieved by two companies, they defended 
themfelves valiantly till night ; under fhelter of which they 
retired to Prijferm , and thence marched to Prokopia. 
Kaniffia By this time Veteranl , appointed general in place of Pi- 
Surrenders, colomini , arrived with fome troops from Tranfilvania , at 
NiJJa ; which being a place open to the attack of the ene- 
my, he fortified a 5 well as he could. Mean time the pafs of 
Kajfenek furrendered : but to pafs by feveral fmall advantages 
of this kind gained by both parties; Kanijfa was fo ftraitly 
blocked up, that on the 16th of March , tne garrifon being 
greatly reduced, the Pajha fent two Agas to coxmtjtatpiani, 
offering to furrender, in cafe he was not relieved in four weeks. 
But that being refufed, on the 1 9th the place was furrendgred, 
on condition that the inhabitants fliould march-off with their 
arms and moveables into the Othmdn dominions. The Pajhb 
himfelf brought the keys of the city in a gilded bafon, hang , 
ing on a.'gold chain ; and delivering them to the count, faid, 
1 deliver into your hands the keys of afortrefs the like -w hereof 
there is npne in all the Othman empire . This ftrong city 
was yielded rather thro* divifions among the officers, than for 
want of provifions, of which there were enough for four 
months. Oh the walls were mounted fifty-fix brafr and ten 
iron cannon. There were found alfo three thoufand feven 

hug- 
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hundred and forty muikets, with abundance of warlike 
{lores. 

, It would be endlefs to take notice of every little aftion 
which happened before the opening of the campaign. But 
it is worth obferving, that in order to make way for greater 
ones, the French ambalTador at the Othm&n court, after long 
felicitation, procured a Baratz or commiffion, declaring TV - 
•keli prince of Tranjilvania , with the fame power and privi- 
leges as had been granted to Bethlem % Ghabor . Of this in- 
vefliture Tekcli gave notice by his circular letters, bearing 
date the 26th of June, to all the cities and provinces, for- 
bidding tljf m tt> give any affiftance to the Germans ; and re- 
quiring them to jcfln with him and the Turks , \vho were 
coming to deliver their country from the terrible oppreflion 
of the imperialifts. In effedt the many troops of Tatars 
which had already entered Walakhia , and the increafe of 
Tckeli's troops, much alarmed the German generals ; fo that 
all the forces in and about Tranfilvania were ordered to 
march under general Heujler towards the palles which lead 
to Walakhia. At length, about the middle c;f July , the Ta- 
tars coming up the Danube , appeared before Widdin with 
Tour gallies and fixty other veffels, having five thoufand men 
on board, and begun to fire on the town. On this news 
general TrautmanJ'Jorf marching with his troops to the re- 
lief of the place, fo plied the enemy with his cannon from 
the bank of the Danube, that they were compelled to fall 
lower down the ftream to the other fide of the river. After 
this, having furnifhed the town with a garrifon, and provi- 
fions out of the boats which attended hi in (on the Tinck ) 
he returned to the rendezvous at Jagodina . 

But in Augujl general Vetcrani, receiving advice that the 
grand IVazir was on his way towards NiJJa, ordered all the 
troops in thofe parts to march to that city ; where having 
left a.jjarrifon of three thoufand foot and five hundred liorfe, 
he went back with the reft of the army, and encamped at 
Alexin b . Now let us return to the Turkifb hiftorians, and 
t attend the motions of the grand Wazir, who, about the be- 
ginning of Shawal 1 1 o 1 , marched with the whole army to- 
wards Belgrade ; and being informed in his # paflage through 
Ktz Darbend (B), that feveral thoufand Cep mans from that 

city 

^ 1 

b Ricaut, ubifupra. 
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(B) That is, the Virgin* spaf- of the two paflagen over Vount 
fage (narrow gate or gap} ; one H<smus \ the other is called Ka- 
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'A. D. city were coming to ftrengthen.the garrifon of Nijfa \ be fends 
1689: Selim Gyeray, Khan of the Tatars, with part of the Turkijb 
}'****** army, who falling upon them, now within fight of Nijfa, 
foon puts them to flight. This vi&ory revives the hopes of 
the Ot/m&ns ; and the Wazir , to render God propitious to 
their arms, orders prayers to be made without intermiffion, 
both day and night, at Confiantinople, Adrianople , and in the 
camp. Finding likewife that there were in the army a great 
number of boys unfit f° r arms, brought by profligate perfons 
for deteftable ufes, he commanded by proclamation that all 
boys ftiould be fent back, and if any fhould be difcovered with 
any perfon for the future, he fhould be put to dqgth without 
further examination : fince that fin abovS all others* deprived 
thofe polluted with it of the divine bleffing ; and the moft 
pure God could not favour with his prefence the camp where 
fuch an impurity was pra&ifed. 

Takes Having made thofe regulations, he marches into Servia , 
Shahr- and aflaults Shahrkyoy (C), a little city, which being better 

kyoy, fortified by nature than art, five hundred Hayduks , who were 

in garrifon, finding no fiiccours appear on the fourth day, 

furrendered the caftle, on condition of leave to depart (D) ; 

and when the Janizaries would have plundered them, thdy 
are reftrained by the threats olf Kyoprili-ogli, who told them 
it was neither honourable nor of advantage to take away the 
arntsof the Gyavjrs, fince they could not injure the Mufulmdns 
with them. He then admonifhes thofe Hayduks not to go to 
Nijfa, becaufe as he intended to befiege that city, if any of 
them fhould be found there when was taken, they could 
not expert to efcape death. The Hayduks however, as foon 
as they loft the Turks, retire to Nijfa. 
crWNifla, Presently after the Wazir lays clofe fiege to that city, 
which was defended by count Staremberg , with three thou- 
fand German foot and fourteen hundred horie. Although 
that general made a brave defence more with a view to gain 
the imperialifts^time to fecure Belgrade , than with any hopes 

puli derlend , or the pa (j age of (C) The fame with PirotPin t 
the gat*. On the eaft entrance the Chriftian hiftorians. 
of tl his pafhigc are the ruins of (D) Ricaut fays there were 
a beautiful gate, fuppofed to be but one hundred and fifty men 
the work of Trajan, eight hours in garrifon at Pyrotb; and that 
frOmTatar Pazajik, and 1 2 from after three or four days fiege 
Phtlipopoli. . To the weft of thefe they conditioned to be condudt- 
pafles is the village Dragoman ed to Nijfa, 

JGoy, the laft which was con- 
quered by the arms of Leopold* 

Cant . 
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to fare the place ; yet the Turks pufhed the fiege with fnch A. D. 
Vigour, that on the 25th day" (E) the garrifon furrendered on 1681. 
condition of going out with their arms. Some of the Shdhr - v — 
kycy Haydiks , though in difguife, being difcovered by the Ja- 
nizaries , are forced by torture to confefs all their compa- 
nions, who were mixed with the German troops, and Starem - 
berg obliged to deliver them up to the Wazir . He hangs part, 
mnd condemns the reft to the gallies, laying the fame injunc- 
tion on Staremberg , and under the fame, penalty, not to re- 
tire to Belgrade f towards which' city the Wazir marched ; 
and having by the way taken poffeffion of Semcndria and 
JViddin, wljpfe garrifon? had abandoned them, comes in light 
of it in the month &f Zilkaadeh c . But before We enter upon 
the liege of this important fortrefs, it will bp proper to add 
fome particulars from the Chriftian hiftorians, relating to that 
of the ''places already mentioned. 

While the fiegc of Niffd was going on, prince Lewis of Widdin 
Baden joined Veterani at Jagoditia, where matters were con- taken. 
xrerted for the relief of that city : but news arriving of gene- 
ral Heujler' s defeat by the Serajiier and Tekeli in Tranjilva- 
nia, it was refolved to march thither with the greater part 
< 5 F the army ; fo that nothing yould be done towards railing 
the fiege, the Germans being then very weak in Servia . 

The Wazir, underftanding that prince Lewis was on the re- 
treat, and had withdrawn his forces from Widdin and Semin- 
dria, detached part of his army (which was' reported to be 
thirty thoufand foot and fifty thoufand horfe, befides fifteen 
thoufand Tatars daily ex petted) to befiege Widdin : whofe 
garrifon at that time being no more than eight hundred men, 
they furrendered on the 29th of Auguft , 9 before any breach 
was made in the walls ; and on the 1 1 th of September joined 
the prince’s army. 

Mean time \he garrifon of Nijfa being reduced to two Semen- 
thoufand men, by the continual playing of cannon and bombs, dria floimi- 
and ’the* counterfcarp taken, general Staremberg furrendered ed. J 
on the 8th of September ; on condition of marching out with 
bag* and baggage, arms, and all other marks of honour. But 
the enemy did not faithfully obferve the agreement ; for the 
/Turks robbed and difarmed many ; and the Tatars purfued 
them as far as Scmendria with defign to cut them off. They 
fbypd 90 cannon and mortars in Nijfa, from whence they 

• 

€ Cant. p. 368. Ricaut. 

(E) It was fummoned on the 14th of Augufi , and furrendered 
the 8th of September . Ricaut. 
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A. D. marched direftly to Belgrade, by way of Semendria : whofe 
*689. garrifon, though confuting of no more than one thoufand 
“*■" w ■ — 1 men , under lieutenant-colonel Wcingartler, bravely fuftamed a 
ftorm of their whole army ; but being overpowered were all 
put to the fword d . 

Belgrade - As foon as the Waztr arrives at Belgrade he calls a council 
lefieged , of the Pajhds, to deliberate whether it was better to proceed 
by way of fiege or blockade. They all advife the latte* 
courfe ; alledging, %That the city being well fortified by na- 
44 ture, and wonderfully ftrengthened by rtew works (F), as 
“ well as defended by a garrifon of eight thoufand Germans , 
4< befides fo many regiments of Bulgarian's aqjl Servians , 
44 could not be fubdued within the campaign, nor belieged 
44 without great lofs : That if the garrifon fhould make a 
c vigorous refiftance, and repulfe the Othmctns, they would 
: immediately lofe the courage they had hardly yet recovered 
‘ by their prefent fuccefles : but that if the Waztr , leaving 
f Belgrade behind him, would with his army pafs the Save, 
1 or fortify the banks, to prevent the enemies from pafling, 
44 the garrifon would that fummer, or at fartheft in winter, 
44 be obliged by famine to furrender. They added, that no- 
44 thing was to be feared frojm the imperial army, fince the 
44 greater part of it was employed in the war againft France ; 
44 and the reft, being abandoned by the Hungarians , would 
44 # be more folicitous to defend their own camp than attack 
44 the Othm&n” 

and taken. The Wazir, though far from being of* this mind, gives 
way to the majority, and furrounds the walls of the city for 
feveral days: But being informed that the imperialifts were 
halting to its relief* he fees his error in complying unfeafon- 
ably with his officers, and inftantly opens the fiege with one 
half of his army, appointing the other to hinder the enemy 
from pa fling the Save. By this change of md&fures he gained 
the city : but probably would have failed in his defign, if, 
on the eighth day of the fiege, a tower had not blown-up by 
means of a bomb, or by treachery, and demoliffied great part 
of the wall. For, hereupon, the Turks crying out, that it 
was an evident proof of God's miraculous ajjiftance , rulh into 

d Ricaut, ubi fupra. 

. * 1. » 

(F) The architect wa^ An * taken by the Turks, and dflcr- 
dt cm Comaroy a Greek of Kan - covered to be an architect, ) e 
dia. He is charged by fome was obliged to perform tha: fe - 
authors with betraying Bel - vice, and others : for wh:c 1 J e 
grade , but unjuftly ; for being was well rewarded, Ca?,t. 

the 
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■the breaches before the Germans could prevent them, and for 
an hour refill the whole force of the garrifou ; who, over- 
powered by numbers, are then forced to retreat, after a great 
lofs, though not unrevenged. A few, with their general 
de la Croy 9 efcape in boats acrofs the Danube e . 

According to the Chriftian hiltorians there were not above 
three thoufand two hundred then in Belgrade fit for fervice. by blow* 
•The Waztr inverted this city on the firft of OElober , with his 'mg- up 
troops; who having fired their artillery, without waiting till 
the 8th (on whfch day the duke of Croy arrived by boat), 
ftormed the palifades like madmen. Next morning the blue 
<ifteegie qf 0 the baffle, which was the principal magazine for 
powder, took fire? which was foon put out : But in the af- 
ternoon it took fire again, and blew up with fuch violence 
that it quite overturned the great bulwark which defended 
the caftle; and deftroyed one thoufand of the garrifon, who 
were drawn-up as well on the parade, as on the walls. So that 
there were not men enough to defend the breach againft the 
enemy, who were ready to take advantage of the blow, and 
might have entered with whole fquadrons. The duke of 
Croy aifo was wounded, and half buried in the rubbifh of his 
lodgings. « 

It is thought this misfortune happened by the treachery - , 
of a Turk difguifed in German habit ; or of fome Frenchmen , °l a% i n€St 
who had been employed in the magazines, and had that mbrn- ® 
ing deferted. However, the befieged made the beft refiftance 
poflible, till their remaining magazines and ffore-houfes took 
fire, and blew-up one after the other in fuch a dreadful man- 
ner, that not only the greater part of the garrifon perifhed, 
but one thoufand Turks , at that time ftofming the walls, and 
entering the city, were alfo deftroyed ; while fuch as remained 
alive were forced to retreat to their camp, unable jto proceed 
for the fmokel But fo foon as it had cleared up a little, the 
enemy, obferving the confternation which the remaining people 
were in, returned, and rather entered than ftormed the city, 
where they found very few Chriftians living, or houfes ftand- 
• ing. Moft of the boats were funk with the rubbifh which 
fell into them ; thofe who efcaped faved themfelves by 
, fwimming over the Danube or the Save. General Afpremont , 
who got-off with the duke of Croy, being blamed afterwards 
fqr neglefl on this occafion, was cleared by an atteftation 
under the hand of prince Lewis of Baden f . 


ma 
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A. D. The Wazir, having thus reduced the bulwark of all Hm- 
i6ty.\gary fooner than he expe&ed, fends five hundred Spdbi's, 
c ac h with two horfes, and as many bufhds of meal, to the 
Temef.- rc jj^ Q f 7 'emifvjar ; which the Germans had blocked up for 

lieved™' t ^ ree y ears » a * ter filing it impracticable, by reafon of its 
e ' -difficult fituation, to take it by aflault. The city was de- 
fended by Koja Jajfer PiJbA (G), whofe authority was fo 
great with the foldiers, that although many perMhed by famine* 
yet the reft refufed jjp feed upon cats and dogs, which are 
efteemed impure animals by the Turks. They were now re- 
duced to fuch a degree or neceflky, that when the Spdbi's 
arrived, the Janizaries feized on the meal li£e jra venous 
wolves. This occafioned a difpute which? ended in a bloody 
fight between the two parties (H) : of whom a great number on 
both iides being killed upon the facks, the reft of the Spabi’s, 
with their Pdjbd, are forced by the Janizaries to a fpeedy 
flight. 

Lippa re- KTOPR IL / Pajhd, having repaired the ruins of Belgrade, 
duced, pafles the Danube , and taking Lippa , drives the German gar- 

rifon from Orfova. He then aflaults EJfck, a city at the con- 
flux of that river with the Brave ; in hopes by fubduing it to fe- 
cure his new acquifitions from jthe enemies incurfions, and re- " 
cover Sclavonia : but he was forced to abandon his defign, 
by the refolution of the garrifon joined to the approach of 
witter ; and efpecially by the alteration of affairs in Tranfil- 
vatiia g . 

with other After the lofsof Belgrade, the dukeof£V*oy, having ral- 
-f laces. lied about four hundred men, marched by the way of Titul 

and Peterwaradin to Effek, drawing all the force he could out 
of the garrifons to fefcure that place ; which the Waztr had 
ordered the PAjha of Bofnia to attack, while he pafled the 
Danube and befieged Lippa , on the Marq/i, near Arad. At 
his approach the Gerfnans quitted Lugos anti Karanzebes. 
Lippa furrendered for want of all provifions, on very honour- 

® Cant. p. jyoj&feq. 

(G) That is, old Japr. He (H) Ricaut mentions nothing 
was famous fot his military of this affair. He only fays, 

/k ill, prudence, and integrity, that on the news of the march 
Ite fought feveral battles with of th zTurkiJb horie bring or- 
the Gormans, and held out Te- dered for upper Hungary, • the 
mefiwar and Belgrade agjfinft Germans were fo alarmed that 
them. He was (lain at the bat- they quitted the blockade of 
tie of Zenta by the rebellious Great Waradiu. 

Janizaries . Cant. 

able 
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able conditions* after continual ftorms by the enemy, who A. IX 
loft eight hundred men to ten of the beiieged. Mean time, 1689. 
on the 29th of OSbber , Hujftyn , Ptf/Zw of Bofnia, appeared * ******* 
before Effek with twelve or fifteen thoufand men, who, think- 
ing to carry the place, at once, immediately (formed the coun- Eflek at- 
terfcarps; but were repulfed with great (laughter by the gar- tempted* 
rifon, though confiding only of two thoufand men. The 
*PqfhA> finding himfelf miftaken in his account, began to 
open trenches an^raife batteries ; with Which, by the fifth of 
November , they had. demolifhed almoft all the houfes in the 
town, and feemed to prepare again for a general ftorm ; but 
r the <luke*aad Qther^generals having entered into the counter- 
fcarps with undaunted refolntion to oppofe them, they at- 
tempted nothing, as if (truck with fear. The duke then 
returned to his lodgings, where three Turks were brought to 
him ; who being aiked why the enemy had made fo violent 
an aflault without either trenches or earth to cover them? The fiege 
anfwered. That their defign was to have taken the town, if raifed . 
poffible, before the Chriftian army arrived, which they heard 
was hading to relieve it. The duke hereupon fent out all that 
Cjufic in the town to fome troops* beyond the Drave , with 
orders to march to and fro in' the night, caufing different 
marches to be beaten, and trumpets founded from feverai 
quarters ; which fo alarmed the Turks, that they immediately 
raifed their camp, and fled towards Bofnia. The news of this 
deliverance being carried to Vienna , the duke of Cray and 
general Star ember g were mightily cried up for the dratagem h . 

Let us now look into the affairs of Tranjilvania . About the 
beginning of this year Michael Apafi (I) >f prince of that coun- TranfiL 
try, died without iflue, and left all his dominions to the em- vania 
peror of Germany . On the other hand, the Turks had ap- taken* 
pointed Teheli £0 be prince, and feut to his afliftante the Se- 
rajkier, with ten thoufand Turks, the Khan of Tartary , and 
Gonftantine Bratikovan (K), prince of Walakbia. The con- 
federate forces, under his conduft, penetrate into Tranfilva- 
nix, through the mountains of Walakhia , at the foot of which 
" they unexpe&ly inclofe Heufler, general of the German troops 
appointed for defence of that province. Heujler , finding him- 


b Ricaut, ubifupra. 


(I) He was of no great fa- 
mily, being fon only of the 
chief xnagiftrate of Cibinina , — ■ 
Cant. 

(K) Known in Europe by the 


three names of Kantakuzenus 
Brankovan , and Baffaraba ; all 
which he pretended belonged 
to his family, though in fadl 
they did not.— Cant. 

(elf 
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A. D. felf drawn into this danger by the treachery of Brankovan , 
endeavours to open a paflage with his fword, and bravely 
fuftains the firft onfet of the enemy. Yet in the heat of the 
battle the Hungarians deferting the Germans , attack them in 
and rtco- flank, who, terrified at this perfidy, attempt to efcape by 
wed flight : but being inclofed by the enemy, are almoft all either 
ilain or taken; and among the latter,- Heufler himfelf \ Ac- 
cording to the Chriftian hiftorians, the Turkijb army confifted 
of fixteen thoufand hirfc, two thoufand Janizaries , and five 
hundred Talpats. With thefe Tekelij under whom were nine 
Pajbd's, marched over mountains towards the pals of Terez- 
ivar, about three leagues from Kronjiadt ; where getteral Heuf- * 
let lay encamped, with feventeen hundred horfe, and five 
thoufand Tranfilvanians , called-. Zeklers, from the province 
fyTekeli. fo named, under general Tolecki. The imperialists, nothing 
difmayed at the appearance of fuch unequal forces, with their 
right-wing, furioufly attacked and put to flight the left of 
the enemy; who would have been intirely defeated, had the 
Zeklers feconded fo good a beginning : but they flying with- 
out firing a muSket, the Germans, after a long and bloody 
fight were put to the rout. *In this aftion fix generals, among 
wliom was Tolecki, were killed, befides five hundred horfe : 
the reft retreated to Hermanfiadt with thirteen ftandards, 
twenty-nine colours, with four pieces of cannon, having been 
taken by the enemy, who loft three thoufand men k . 

Driven TEKELJ , after this victory, marches farther, and is re- 

mu again ceived by all the inhabitants of the province with great ac- 
clamations. But before he could eftablifh himfelf in his new 
acquisition, the prince, of Baden , hearing that Belgrade, which 
he intended to have relieved, was loft, marches his forces into 
Tranjilvania, and having taken feveral cities, endeavours to 
fubdue the rebellious prince. Tekeli, diffident of his Strength, 
on the news of the other’s approach, abandons Cibinivm (or 
Hermanfiadt ) and retires again into Turky \ from whence he 
never after ventured to return ! . 

To enter into particulars from the Chriftian hiftorians: 
prince Lewis having, on the news of Heufler' s defeat in Tran- ' 
Jilvania , departed from Jagodina in Servia with all the force 
by prince which could be fpared, as hath been already mentioned, palTed 
ievvis. the Danube near Semendria ; and on the i6th of September 
arrived at Karanfebes . On the 2 1 ft they marched thro* the Ifdn 
Gate, a pafs which leads* into that province, and encamped 
near the ruins of Vulpia Trajana , a Roman colony, where' 
many of the nobility came in to him ; whilft the Rafcians 

1 CkWt . p. £7 \ , ' Cmw. 
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entered JValakhia, and put all to fire and fword with the ut- A.t). 
moft druqlty. Ottober the 3d, he came to Hermanftadt, the 1689/ 
capital,' and thence to Medies, where feveral parties of the 
enemy were defeated. All this while Tekeli and his troops 
never (hewed themfelves, keeping at lead: fix leagues diftarit 
from the imperialifts. As foon as he arrived at Czick, on the 
* borders of Walakbia , the prince of that country left him to 
(ecu re his territories againft the Rafcians ; and afterwards the 
Tranfilvanians deferted him. Mean time, being purfued by 
'prince Lewis, he was chafed through the whole country; 
and at length was near being furprifed about Marienburg. 
Hereupon,* affrighted, he fled by the pafs of Bocz into Wa- 
lakhia ; and thus ended his fhort reign in Tranftlvania. 

On the firft of December prince Lewis arrived at Zatmar , Qrfawa 
on the Samos in Upper Hungary ; at what time the Wazir's ta k cn . 
fon, with fifteen thoufand men, ravaged the country, and 
fummoncd St . Jobs : but the prince, having no more than 
two thoufand horfe with him, durft not venture out againft 
them. However, being joined foon after by Negrilli with 
‘two thoufand more, he purfued a- body of twelve thou- 
/agd Turks , who ravaged the parts about Claufenburg , and 
drove them quite out of Tranfibvania. The campaign con- ^i ezoverm 
eluded on this fide by the furrender of the IJle of Orfova (in noA folly. 
the Danube , and borders of Walakbia ) to the Turks , for want J 

of ammunition. The governor, upon the articles granted, 
defired to be condufted to Belgrade ; and although the Turks 
were honeft enough to tell him, that it was then in their 
hands, he would not believe them, but infilled to be convoy’d 
thitlibr. In this at length they obliged higa, to the fatal coft 
of him and his people, who were fix hundred men, befides 
women and children : for when they came to that city, all 
the men were confined in prifons, where moft of them died, 
excepting thofe under twenty, whom they circumcifed, and 
compelled to. become Mohammedans . As for the women and 
children they were fold, and all the effefts of the unhappy 
captives feized ra . Let us now proceed to the war in other 
provinces. 

In the eleventh month of the fame year (L),*the king of Poles in- 
« Poland at laft brings alfo his forces into the field, and palling *W<?Mol- 
the Tyras (or Niejler ) enters Moldavia ; but Cant emir, prince davia 
of that country* knowing what troublefome guefts the Poles 
ufed to be, forbids the inhabitants, under a fevere penalty, ' 

m Ricmjt, ubHupra. 

(L) Which falls in Auguft 1 690, 
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A. D. to fell or carry any corn to them. This obliges the king, 
16891 who had already pafjed the Hierafus (or PruthJ at Stephar 
ic-V-w nafti, to fend back fomeof his troops to procure provifions from 
other parts. . Thefe troops coining to Soroka* a city on the 
Tyras, an 4 finding it destitute of defence, yet full of ftores, 
take it without oppofition ; and leaving a ftrong garrifon, 
return with the provifions to the camp. 

Without The king, relieved by thefe fupplies, marches as far-a£ 
Jkccefs* Yakobeni, a valley fife miles from Jajjt ; but hearing that Bu- 
yuklh Maftafa Pajhd, with Ndradin Solidn, were advancing 
againft him* he refolves to return to Poland . # The provifions 
brought from Soroka being fpent,, he is ggain obliged to pafe 
through the fnountjiin country ; where they are clofely fol- 
lowed by the Tatars , who kill, or take prifoners, a great 
number of them, as they are gathering fruits in the woods. 
Hjs return would have been very difficult, if the prince of 
Moldavia , defifous to drive out the Poles, but not deftroy 
them, had not diverted the Serajkier from a purfuit ; by tell- 
ing him that they were then near their own borders, and 
"unable to do the inhabitants any hurt. Had that general ad- 
vanced with his army, fcarce a Pole could have efcaped : |or 
they were fo greatly diftreffed by famine, that the horfe vo- 
luntarily fubmitted to the Tatars (M) ; declaring that they 
vgould rather be captives than expire with hunger. 

Venetian a U the Chriftian powers the Venetians alone met with 

victories, fuccefs. In the beginniug ofi|jb£. campaign Monembefia (or 
Malvafm ) the only place wq||^oppofed them in the Morea , 
and had been blocked up for, -two fummers, is befieged by 
them, and foon objiged by famine to furrender (N). At fea, 
their admiral Daniel Delphino puts to flight the Kapuddn Pd- 
fid, near Mitylene , after finking and taking feveral of his 
fliips. Afterwards Cornaro reduces Kanivp and Vallona ; 


JfM) There is hardly an ex- 
ample ia hiilory of an army, 
which was ever fo difperfed 
without fighting, or reduced to 
fo much rnifery ; although the 
Polijb hiftorians conceal it with 
much care, and extol their king’s 
triumphs. 1 faw certain Tatars 
bring back eachfeven Poles fet- 
tered. They were become fo 
weak with hunger, that they 
could make no refinance. Their 
captors not having: food fuffici- 
ent for them, fold them almoft 


all for three Yaokbimits apiece. 
~-Cant* Neither prince Cante - 
mir , nor count Marfigli , in his 
Etat. Milit . Emp . Otbrn, tell’thn 
value of this coin. 

, (N) Ricaut fays, that turning 
the blockade, which had. held c 
feventeen months, into a formal 
fiege, they battered -thtf-'city 
both by fea and land. Here- 
upon the inhabitants, tired out, 
prefently ifurrendered on th* 

1 2th of Augufi, on condition of 
being tranfported to Qandia . 

while 
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while in Dalmatia, Jin Alt Pajba (O), governor of tierce- A. D. 
govina , aflaults Niftkhos and Kuzzos , but is defeated, taken >689. 
prifoner, and his forces difperfed \ 

RICAUT makes no mention of this defeat of the KapudAn 
Pajba 5 but is particular in his account of the taking of the Kannina 
following places. The Venetians landed on the i t th of Sep- taken . 
tember at Valona , and drove feven thoufand foot and fifteen 
hundred horfe, who oppofed them, beygnd the fortrefs of 
Kannina , fituate oq, the top of a high craggy rock, four miles 
diftant. Againft this fortre^ they raifed batteries in twenty- 
four hours, and attacking it furioufly on all fides, the Turks , 
after the town was entered, yielded, on condition of march- 
ing out with their baggage. Mean time general Spar march-* 
ed ten miles in purfuit of the fugitives, who on fight of him 
confufedly fled. The captain-general after this appeared with 
his whole army before Valona ; and on the 1 8th C a menacing 
fummons to the garrifon, who, as if defigning to make ftout 
refiftance fent no anfwer, but in the night filehtly ftole away. 

They got in both places one hundred and thirty-four pieces of ~ 
cannon, fome brafs, fome iron. 

• As for the affair of Hercegovina , or ArzigoVina , as our Other fuc* 
author calls it, the Pajhd Kin Ali ,* with three thoufand men, cejjeu 
had a defign to furprife the new conquered Greek fubjefts of 
the Venetians at their E after devotions : but the people of 
Nixikhi (or Niftkhos ) being informed of it, on his approach, 
left their churches, atid aft?^®|fharp conflift routed hijn, 
flaying feven hundred of f£|j|knen ; and having taken, 
carried him in chains to Kata&« With the like happy file- 
cefc was the ftrong fortrefs of Filip&rikhj near Glamez , taken 
and deftfoyed by order of general Molina. But the affairs of 
the Venetians did not fucceed fo well this year by fea ; for 
in March two of their men of war, the St. I/eppo and St,Mark> 
being attacked near Kandia by Mezzo Morto, Dey of Algiers , 
with tea Silt ana's, after the braveft refiftance that could be 
imagined, the latter was blown-up, and the other taken, al- 
though it funk in the night with all its cannon, four hours 
after 

* Cant. p. 373, &feq. 0 Ricaut, ubi fupra. 

(O) tfip is the name of cer- judice of others, are called Jin % 
tain devils, of a groffer kind and faid to have the mind and 
than Shayta n (or Satan). They cunning of thofe devils. Cant* 
are fuppofed to be male and fc- He is written Zin Alee in Ricaut, 
male, and get children. Thofe JS being ufed for /confonant. 
who ufe their parts to the pre* 

Mod. Hist. Vol. XIII, E 


Tbs 
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A. D. The campaign being over in Hungary , the Wazir returns 
■ 1689, . with his army to Adrianople , where he is received by the 
people as their deliverer : But the phyficians being of opi- 
T&fWazir u * lon that the air of that city did not agree with the Soltdn , 
triumphs, w k 0 laboured under a dropiy, Kyoprili departs with him to 
Conjlantinople , which he enters in a triumphant manner. For 
three days there were rejoicings, accompanied with feafts and 
games, which the French ambaflador gave, with no lefs erf- 
pence than the Tufts ; thereby to fhew them how acceptable 
• the defeat of the Chriftians was to the moft Chriftian king. 

After this the Wazir applies himfelf to # railing a new and 
* more powerful army than the former, jp profeaute the Hun- 
garian war, the command of which he refolves to take in per- 
fon. He appoints Mojlafa Pajhd to be Serajhicr again# the 
Poles ; and Kaplan Jli Pajhd aginft the Venetians. This laft, 
encamping at. the river Celidnus , reftrains the Albanians , juft 
ready to revolt. He alfo takes pofleffion of Kunina and Val- 
Iona , reduced by the Venetians the year before, and now de- 
ferted by them p. - 

Affairs of As to the affairs of Hungary , it would be too tedious to 
Hungary, relate every aftion which happened before the opening of tlje 
campaign in 1691. The irave prince of Hanover we lind 
fo early as January marching againft count Tckeli, at the pafs 
of Terez ; but advancing before his troops was (hot dead from 
an ambufeade near the village of Sernift. On the other hand, 
the caftle of Tackett and fort Waradin , were taken by colonel 
Pohland ; who alfo defeated th? general of Walakhia near Ka- 
ranfebes , and hindered a grfcat body of Turks and Tatars 
from breaking ii\to Tranfdvania . Of thefe he killed above a 
thoufand, and took three hundred prifoners, befides much 
booty. In February the garrifon of Great Waradin were de- 
feated by count Nigrelli ; and although fhe Turks took the 
caftle of Novi , yet the Kroats defeated them near that place, 
and killed a thoufand upon the fpot. * . 

Lugos Nor were they lefs unfortunate at Lugos, where colonel 
and Kho- Pohland drew the garrifon into an ambufh ; and putfuing 
mi taken, them to the caftle, had it furrendered after eight hundred and 
fifty of the defendants were (lain out of one thoufand. Soon 
after the garrifon of Segedin having furprifed the city «f 
Kho rad, and killed all the inhabitants, the Turks abandoned 
the caftle in the night. In March the governor of Ejjkk fent- 
out Per cilia y who, Vith 400 men, furprifed and deftroyed 
Inik, with aft in it j routed a body of Turks and Tatars, kill- 

» Cant. p. 3 ;j. 

ing 
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ing twelve hundred ; and returned with a great booty. In like A. 1^ 
manner Antonio* the famous Rafcian captain, took the caftle 1 69 f. 
of KArakowar , fituated on a high rock, by ftratagem. After 
this he attacked ten Ihips failing from Widdin with provifions 
' for Belgrade , and took two of them ; two others fell into the 
hands of the Rafcians near Modava ; and the reft returned. 

He likewife by artifice difperfed a thoufand Turks on their 
5 March to furprife Lugos . * 

It being now %une t when the year began to be fit for Titul fur - 
greater aftions, count Guido of Staremberg drew together frifed. 
the troops from feveral part’s to Saufeberg ; during which the 
Rafcians furprifed Titul* and put four hundred Turks to the 
fword. Mean while Veterani , the general in Servia , hear- 
ing that 300 ftiips laden with provifions, under the convoy 
of four thoufand men, were defigned from Widdin to Bel - 
grade , he fent Pohland and Antonio to intercept them with 
four thoufand men. Thefe drawing together fo clofe that 
they appeared not to be above four hundred, the Turks de- 
tached one thoufand Janizaries firft, and then another party, 
out of which one thoufand were, killed, befide many drowned 
injtheir retreat ; but the ftiips cfcaped by getting to the other 
fide of the river. Soon after this a jtarty of Rafcians took 
four hundred waggons, laden with provifions, between Bel- 
grade and Temifwaer . Another party attacked Kathina Mof- 
t&fa , and flew fifteen hundred of his men, near Mitrovitz , 
which the Turks thereupon quitted *. 

All things were now ready 'for the Hungarian expedi- Soleymia 
tion ; but the Wazir deferred fetting-out on account of So- dies. 
leymAn's illnefs ; for he feared that if tha SoltAn fhould die 
while he was abfent, one of Mohammed s fons might fucceed, 
and deprive him either of the Wazirjhip , or command of the 
army. At length. SoltAn SoleymAn , exhaufted by an inveterate 
dropfy, dies on the 26th of Ramazan 1 102 (P), having lived ffej. 
fifty-two^ears, and reigned three years nine months. 1 1 02 ; 

‘ SOLEYMAN was from his infancy a valetudinarian, of A. D. 

. a gaofs body, low ftature, a pale and bloated face. (Qj, with 1691. 
eyes like an ox, a black oblong beard, with a mixture of Performed 
grey iiairs ; of a heavy nnderftanding ; eafily mdved by the charaRer 
•whifpers of his chamberlains, and the Koltuk Wazirleri{K) : 

but 


• Ricavt, pbifupra. 


(P) June nth 1692. 

(Q) Ricaut fays he had a long 
and lean vifage, but not an un- 
graceful afpeft. In other refpefts 


he agrees with the Turkijb hi- 
florian. 

(R) So called from having 
alone the privilege of touching 
E 2 the 
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A. D, but none among the Othmhn Solt&ns was more eminent for 
*69' • fanftity, devotion, and (S) obfervanceof the law'. Ricaut 
fays, that as books were his entertainment in his confined 
life, fo he feemed to have had an affection for them in the 
choice he made of Kupriogli for his favourite, who was 
efteemed a learned man in that country, and to have had the 
beft library of any man in the whole empire : however Soley- 
man was no other than a dull, heavy, fimple, and weak man, 
fitter to be a Derwijb than an emperor *. . 


CHAP. XXI. 
Tbe Reign of Ahmed II. 


21 Soltan/TIHE death of Soleymftn , though long expe&ed and 
Ahmed wiihed for, yet filled the Othman court with new and 

fecret commotions. The nobles, with almoft all the people, 
were for advancing either Moftafa or Ahmed \ fons of Moham- 
med ; and fome were even for Mohammed himfelf, whom they 
had deprived of the crown. The choice of any of thefe 
was dangerous to the IVazir : for if Mohammed fhould be 
reftored, he was apprehenfive of his life ; as being fufpefted 
to have been pretty deeply concerned in the fedition which 
depofed him. On the other hand, if either of that prince’s 
fons were elefted, he was afraid left thofe youths, who had 
been liberally educated in the palace, contrary to the cuftom 

r Cant. p. 375, 8 c feq. • Ricaut. ubifupra. 

the Soltdn when he walks, or the throne* he leaped from 
£etsonhorfeback,orof fupport~ thence, and went to a ciftern ; 
ing him under the arm-fits : where finding no wStei^ he,' by 
which tail word Koltuk fignifies. pronouncing the word 
Theyare the chief courtiers, who hi, brought water out of the . 
have a profped to be made War marble ; and having taken Ab- ' 
xirs or Papas, when vacancies deft , commanded it to return in 
happen ; and among them are ‘ again. On other occafions ha 
the fix chief officers at court.— knew not the moft common 
Cant . . affairs of life. One djy he 

(S) The Turks have tio Soltdn, took fome round fifties roafted 
whofe holinefs they fo much ex- for cakes, and next day aftced 
tol. They even afcribe mira- for more of thofe cakes — 
clestohim. Among the reft. Cant* 
they fay, when firft placed on 


of 
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of the other Shehzadeh, and already inftru&ed In the admi- A. D. 
nirtration of affairs, might divert him of both his employ- 1691. 
ments. * ■ — 

In order therefore to avoid the danger, he refolves to ad- ]$ umtrous 
vance Ahmed, younger brother of Soleymdn , and not fuperior army 
to him in wifdom. Accordingly^by the authority which he 
had gained among all the people, by his fuccefTes the laft 
year, he procured him to be unanimoufly faluted Soltdn the 
fecond day after his brother Soley man's death. However, left 
the malecontents fliould take occafion from the new Soltdn* s 
ftupidity to raife a fedition* he departs with him to Adria- 
Hople, in thg beginning of Shawal, where he applies himfelf 
intirely to preparations for war. The Mufidmdns , excited by 
the fuccefs of the laft campaign, voluntarily come from all 
parts, in fuch numbers that there never was before fo nume- 
rous an army feen in the Othmdn camp. The JVazir here- ofcvolun- 
upon orders the Pajha's not to bring more forces into the 
field than had been appointed : fince being to fight againft 
the Gyawrs , he faid, there was no occalion for a great army; 
which befides might want proviiions before they reached 
Buda. 

* "But thefoldiers, regardlefspf this order, flock together 
in ftill greater numbers : declaring it was not for hope? of 
pay, but out of zeal for their law, that they entered into the 
fervice : and therefore could be content with their wallet, aftd 
place their whole happinefs in either becoming Gdzi (A), 
under fo fuccefsful a general, or being crowned with Sbehd* 
det (B). 

The Waztr's fame thus greatly increafing, envy, the per- a plot laid 
petual attendant upon merit, could not but caft her darts 
upon him from the court, her favourite refidence. The Azz- 
lar Agafi, and other officers of the inner palace, uneafy to 
find that KyopriltOgli was now poflefled of the intereft which 
before they had in the Soltdn and people, who now defpifed 
them, *alT confpire his deftruftion ; and abufing the ftupidity 
of their matter, fill his mind with fufpicions againft the 
Wdztr. They inform him, that the prime miriifter was con- 
triving to depofe him ; and had prevailed on the Janizaries to 
fet up Mojlafa , fon of Mohammed , as foon as he fhould de- 
camp from Adrianople . The Soltdn , perfuaded by this accit- 
fation, alks what he thought was to be done ? The Ktzlar 

• 

(A) Gdzi, or Ghdzi , fignifies the Mohammedans hold that all 
one who conquers in a religious who are (lain in battle againft 
war, or on account of religion. Gyawrs, or infidels, die martyrs. 

(8) That is, Martyrdom ; for 

E 3 
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A. D. 4 gn.fi advifes him to fend the Baltajilar Kyehayafi (C), to tell' 
,1691. th cJVazir he wanted to fpeak with him, and then to do as 
he thought fit, when he had him in his power. ^ 
again fi the During the time this eunuch was fuggefting thefe things 

>Vaiir. t(J t j ie Sohd n% Dilsiz Mohammed Aga, a mute (D), held the 
curtain of the door ; and difeovering by the motions of their 
lips and hands, that they Were concerting to depofc the JVa - 
zir y haftens to that minifter, and gives him, by figns, an ac-* 
count of the whole* affair. While he was yet telling his 
flory, comes the Baltajilar Kyehayafi , and acquaints the /Ki- 
zir that the Soltdn in hafle wantd 9 to fpeak with him. Kyo- 
prili ogli finding by this that the mute's account, muft b» 
true, immediately orders a horfe to be gotten ready for him, 
and the meflenger to go before, telling him that he would 
prefently follow. When he is gone the Wazir fends privately 
for the Janizar-Aga , and fomc other Oj&k-Agalari , whom 
he knew to be his friends ; and, having, in a fpeech, related 
the fervices he had done the empire, by recovering fcveral 
Dif cover- provinces loft by his predecefTors, and what he was likely 
id by a farther to do by the numerous forces he had raifed, tells 
mute. them, that all was going to be overturned, and they witjji^ 
himfelf to be removed from* the army, by the artifices of 
fomd at court, who had perfuaded the Sohtfn, a prince of 
groat goodnefs, but unfkilled in the adminiftration of govern- 
ment (E), that the Wazir and Janizaries were plotting to 
depofe him. He adds, that as he forefaw one of the haughty 
courtiers would fucceed him, who might reduce the Othm&n 
affairs to a worfe condition than ever 5 he was therefore will- 
ing to remind thofe his friends, that after his removal or 
death (which, he faid, he wilhed for, that he might not fee 
the approaching ruin of the empire), they would take on 
them the care of the ftate, which the emperor was incapable 
of : “ for, concludes he, I fcruple to make any rcfiftance to 
“ my Saltan's commands ; and therefore have determined 


(C) The chief officer of the 
regiment of the Baltaji (hatchet 
men, or battle-axes) ; he is fub- 
jeft, in other refpefts, to the 
Kvzlar Agafi.— Cant. 

(D) There are many of thefe 
in the palace, whole onty bufi- 
nefs is to hold up the curtain 
before the door of the room, 
where the Soltdn is talking in 
private with any of his great 


men. Nor are either they,^or 
the dwarfs, and buffoons, ever* 
employed, as moft Europeans 
have affirmed, to pat perfons 
privately to death, or even fent 
on any ferious mefiage. — Cant . 

(E) And who knows not How 
to return any anfwer to what is 
propofed to him but KboJh % 
Khofh % 

", to* 
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« c to-morrow, with your confent, to refign to him the feal of A. D. 

“ the empire, and defire leave to go to Mekka 1691. 

The Wffzar-Aga, and the reft of the officers, on hear- 
ing the WaSir's fpeech, call the SolUn ftupid, imprudent, fim- 8 °™/* *&* 
pie, and cry out that he is fwayediiy his courtiers like boughs 
fhaken by the wind : adding, th*if he fliould perfift in his 
defign, they had rather depofe him than Kyoprili Ogli , the de- 
fender of the law, the reftorer of the Othm&n empire, and the 
invincible general. They promife tojhed their blood in 
defence of a Angle hair of his head ; binding themfelves by 
oath never to fuffer any other general during his life, and to 
execute hijfomihands with the utmoft alacrity. ThtWazir t 
who had fent for tlfe officers only to found how they ftood 
affefred to him, finding that he might depend on them, fends 
an anfwer by a Talkhijb (F), “ That as he was mounting his 
horfe, he was informed that the foldiers, for fome injury 
received from the courtiers, were raifing a fedition ; that 
he imagined he might fafely defer his obedience to the Sol* 

“ tan's command, in order to put a flop to it : that with 
fuch a view he had fent for the officers of the army, and 
would acquaint his majefty next day with the courfe that 
^ fhould be taken for appeafing.the commotion.” 

Next day he informs the Soltdn , by another Talkt/b, jhat Ruins bis 
he had done his utmoft to extinguilh the latent flame among enemies . 
the foldiers ; but found them fo prefumptuous as to refufe'to 
return to their duty, till the Kizler Agafi was difmifled, and 
his fecretary delivered-up to a trial. He therefore intreats his 
majefty, that now the army was ready to fet out, and him- 
felf full of hopes of fuccefs, he would not, by an unfeafon- 
ablc indulgence to his officers, flop the [Jrogrefs of viftory, 
and expofc himfelf to great danger. The Kizler Agaft> who, 
by this letter, perceived his defigns were betrayed to the 
IVazir , defires the Soft an to facrifice him, though a* faithful 
fervant,Jie faid, to the good of the empire. But Ahmed re- 
fufing, through fondnefs to the deceiver, the Wazir fends a 
third Talkhijb ; which obliges the Soltan, for fear of worfe 
•confequences, to do as he had defired. Accordingly the Kiz~ 

Ur Agafi was banifhed to Egypt ; and his fecretary, when 

» Cant. Hift. Othm, p. 377, & feqq. in Ahmed II. 

( t ) That is, a relation , or a gre# fign of his being in dan- 
ac count j the name given to the ger. The Talkijb mud be writ- 
letters fent by the Wazir to the ten by the Reis Effnuti, or high 
Soli an about publick affairs ; chancellor, and carried in form, 
which, if reje&cd, is reckoned — Cant, 

E* 
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brought to the Wazir, was ordered to be hanged in his habit# 
with a filver ink-pot at his girdle. 

That minifler being thus; confirmed in his poflfcto cut off 
al! opportunity from the other court-officers to mWe the like 
attempts againft him, three days after he removes the army 
out of Adrian'plc ; and, dneamping near the city, prepares 
every thing neceffary for the campaign. Here he receives, 
with great honour, an ambaflador from William III. king o& 
England y who came Jto offer his mafter’s mediation for fettling 
a peace (A). The Waztr declares he was ready to agree to one 
upon honourable conditions; but, in reality, intended only 
to amufe the Germans , till he made himfelfmafter of Buda i 
With this view, he marched with his arirfy to Belgrade .* but, 
being there informed, that the imperialifts, under Ixwi r, 
prince of Baden y had taken the field, and were advanced to 
Peterwaradin, he direfts his courfe thither ; on whofe ap- 
proach the German general pitches his camp near ljlankamen , 
on the banks of the Danube , and ftrongly fortifies it. 

The JVazir foon after comes up, and places his troops to 
the right of the imperial camp, in order to prevent their re- 
turn. At the fame time five thoufand GermanSy marching 
in hade to reinforce prince Lewis , are intercepted, and i fi~ 
clofed by the Turks , in light of the emperor’s army, fo that 
not one of them efcaped being killed or taken prifoners. The 
GErmanSy who before had deligned to attack the Othmiins, on 
this difafter lofe their refolution $ and their general too late 
perceives his error, in fuffering himfelf to be /hut-up in fo nar- 
row a fpacc, where he could neither open his troops, nor de- 
fend them irom the enemy’s cannon : fo that, there being no 
other way to extricate himfelf from this dangerous fituation, 
he refolves to force a paflage with the fword. While he me- 
ditates this defign, the Turks y fluflied with their late fuccefs, 
rafh fufioufly on the German camp, as if they would deflroy 
the whqle army at one effort. The battle continues for fix 
hours doubtful, with equal courage, but with unequal ffrdhgth. 
The imperialifts, i)ow turning defpair into refolution, pafs 
the. Turkijh trenches; and the Turk^ out of fhame for l&fs. 


(A) 'places this affair 

in the reign of Sohyman , and 
fays, the ambaffador, Sir Wil- 
liam Hujfiy, fet-out for Confiatt • 
tinopl* on the 12th of Jure 
(which was the day after the 
Sol tan died). He prtopofed a 
Vti poj/idetis ; but the Wazir^ 
ifeeming to be intent on war| 


did not declare himfelf on the 
fubjed. Sir Williams arriving * 
fo late, for he did not get to 
Adrianople till Junty was owing 
to the Germans flownefs 5 who, 
though they wiftied for peace, 
were very dilatory in giving him 
their inftrudions. 
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of the viftory fnatched out of their hands, drive the imperi- A. D.* 
alifts back into their works, which they, in their turns, pe- 1691. 
netrate. ^ 1 

At laft, ivhen the viftory feems inclined to the Othmdns , r , w • 
the IVazir, to difmay by his prefence thofe who Jftill refilled, aZXC 
with his own troop attacks the rfght wing of the Germans/ 
where he faw the greateft oppofition : but, in the heat of 
the battle, being wounded in the temples by a mulket bullet, 
he falls from his horfe ; and, by his death, transfers the vic- 
tory, already obtained, to the Germans : for his chamber- 
lains, confounded at this unpxpefted difalter, call their com- 
panions, and other officers prcfent, to take up their mailer’s 
body ; during which time the Tubulkh&na (B) ceafes to found. 

This ceifation occafions great diforder among the Othman 
troops now viftorious : fo that the horfe, feized with a pa- 
nic, abandoning the foot, firll take to flight, and are foon 
followed by the Janizaries . The imperial ills, who were 
fighting, not with the hopes of viftory, but that they might 
not die unrevenged, beholding the unexpedled flight of the 
enemy, advanced but flowly., that the Janizaries might have 
opportunity to retreat : for their llrength was fo fpent, that 
tfc&y could not have flood another engagement. 

The reft of the Turkijh foot, when they perceive the Jani- 7-^ Turks 
zaries to fly, quitting their cannon and camp, follow them otV€Tm 
with the utmoft precipitation. There fell in the battle twenty- thrown . 
eight thoufand Turks, but not above three thoufand Germans , 
exclulive of the above-mentioned five regiments. However, 
when Leopold was informed of the viftory, he is reported to 
have faid, that he Ihould be unwilling to conquer often upon 
fuch terms, fince he could fcarce repair the - lofs of eight re- 
giments in three years ; whereas the Soltan could fupply the 
lofs of even eighty thoufand men in eighty days. After this 
viftory, the prince t)f Baden recovers Lippa , taken by thzTurks 
the year before, and clofely befieges Waradin ; while the Turkijh 
army, Continuing their flight to Belgrade , there flop, and 
make Ali Pajha their Serajkier a . 

* # 'Phus the Turkijh hiftorians write. Let us now fee if our Bravery 
hiftorians agree with them. The JVazir being arrived at gfThos. 
Belgrade , with an army of one hundred thoufanS men, be- 
Jides a vail number of Ihips and gallies, one hundred of them 

♦ Cant. Hift. Othm.p. 381,,$* feqq, 

(B) Warlike mufick, which in it, happens to ceafe, the Jani - 
battle is always near the Wa - s zaries take it for an ill omen, 
zir, and continually playing to and can fcarce be reftrained 
animate the fpldiers $ fo that, if frojn flight. Cant . 


were 
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A. D. were lent, with four thoufend men under command of a 
169** Pafba, to attack Titul ; which, on the fourth day, was fur* 
rendered by captain Thos % on condition that the garrifon, con- 
futing of onty one hundred and twenty Germans , and two 
hundred Rafeians , Ihould be conduced to the imperial 
army* But, when they came to march out, the Pafhd *s 
lieutenant would not fuffer the Rafeians to pafs, giving or- 
ders to put them all to the fword. Thos> refolved not to boa* 
this treachery, came to fuch high words with the Pajha, 
that the latter drew his fimeter ; but Tbos,hc\i\g too quick for 
him, (hot him dead with a piftol/ and theft another Turk near 
him* The breach now being irreconcileablc, caufed hys 
men to fire on the Turks ; whence enfued a moft deflate 
fight. But the imperialifls, being o\ r er powered by numbers, 
they were alraoft all flain, after killing five hundred of the 
enemy. 

Prince Mean time prince Bhvis, being arrived on the 29th of 
Lewis July at Peterwaradin , next day fent word to the Wuztr , by 

marches a fpy who was taken, that he was marching towards him 

with his whole army j which foon after, by reinJorccmcnt?, 
amounted to fixty-fix thoufand and feventy me;*. With thele 
he advanced firft to Car low it z, and then to Salankement (CT; 
where being informed, that the whole Turkifb army had 
galled the Save , and encamped at $emlin (or Semclin) on the 
Danube , oppofite Belgrade , he marched on the 12th of 
Augujl within cannon-fliot of the Turkifb camp. This be- 
ing polled on a riling ground, not to be attacked without 
great difadvantage, it was refolved next day to march back 
to Salankement , # where their provifions were lodged ; the 
enemy being too (Irong in (hipping for their veflels to attend 
them. The f 6th, the imperial forces began their march, 
which the Turks , mirtaking for a flight, on^the 17th attacked 
their rear, but were rcpiilfcd with lofs. It* was now expefled 
that next day there would be a general battle. But, inftead 
of that, the Wazir, following the advice of the french who 
were about him, marched half a league beyond them (D), 
that he might cut-off their communication with Pcterwara^ m 
to Salan- 5 an< * t ^ erc Turks ported themfelves with fuch expe- 
kemen. " <Btto n » & a t, to twenty^four hours, they had fortified thei^ 

(C) Or Slankemen ; which, ac- mi lit. dtPemf. Ottoman . part ii. 
cording to count Marfigli, who p. 96. 

gives a plan of the battle, is a (D) Count Marfigli fays, he 
ruined callle on the fouth flue made this forced march under 
of the Danube, oppofite to the favour of the night, 
mouth of the river Te/Je, Etat , 

<mp 
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camp with regular walls the height of a man, and baftions A. D. 
planted with cannon, leaving only a paflage for coming in 1691. 
and going out of the camp. ^ 

This was an unlucky ftep for the Germans : for, by that 
means, not only fourteen hundred recruits fell into the ene- 
my’s hands, and were all flain excepting thirty, but they 
alfo intercepted one hundred and fifty waggons carrying pro- 
visions to the imperial army from Peterwaradin , which was 
their grand ftorehoufe ; befides one hundred (hips belonging to 
their luttlers. The’imperialifts, after this lofs, perceiving no 
deliverance but in # their fvvofds, on the 19th, armed with 
defpair, by. break of # day, put themfelves in a pofture of 
battle, and marched direftly towards the Turks ; fo that about 
noon, both armies drawn up, faced each other at a fmall 
dirtance. The prince of Baden commanded the right, and 
count Doneivaldt (E) the left wing. 

The Turkijh army confifted of about one hundred thou* 7 &*Turk* 
fand men(F), of whom fixty thoufand were the bcft foldiers in i(h army 
the Otbman empire ; befides fifteen thoufand of the veteran 
Janizaries . They were advantageoufly ported, having the 
D^titbe on their backs (G), and in their front a deep ditch, 
with earth thrown-up behind them. However their left 
wing (H) lay fomewhat more expofed than the right. Oh 
the other hand, the greater part of the imperial infantry was 
divided into twenty battalions, flanked with two regiments of 
horfe, and the greater part of the biggeft cannon. The reft 
of the army was drawn-up in the ufuai form s and, on the 
fignal of a bomb, all marched in an equal line, till within two 
hundred paces of the enemy ; and then the cannon, on both 
Tides, began to play. At firft it was intended to attack the 
enemy’s left wing (I), before the right, to give room for the 


(E) Or Tinevold, as Marfigli 
calls him : he commanded tne 
horfe; prtrfle2>iwi the infantry. 

(F) Our author, in another 
places fays, that the Waxir had 
arawn from all parts no fewer 
than 80,000 good experienced 
foldiers; befides 10,000 order- 
ed for Great JVaradin % under 
the ferjtjbier Tefal HuJJeyn Pajha 
of Siliftria. Afterwards they 
W^re faid to amount to 87,220 
horfe and foot, being counted 
as they crofted the Save: befides 
3000 teamen, fome Spain's, and 
the rabble attending armies. 


(G) The Danube alfo covered 
their left flank, as it did the right 
of the imperialilts. Their right 
wing, which confided of the 
cavalry under the Serajkier , was 
not fo well covered. Yet, be- 
ing very numerous, they flanked 
the imperial horfe. 

(H) Rather the right more 
than the left ; or the infantry, 
which was more intrenched with 
the Danube , covering their 
flank. 

(I) Rather itfliould feem the 
right wing, for the left was at- 
tacked firtt. 

fopt. 
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A. D. foot, who were placed on the riling of a hill, oppofite to the 
1691. main iutrenchment of the Turks, which was fortified with 
V/W eighty pieces of cannon : alfo to charge the enemy’s horfe 
drawn up below the hill in the plain, with intent, after 
having overthrown them, to force through the camp, to that 
part where the enemy was lefs fortified. 
brijkly at • lx feems the right wing, happening to be fomewhat too 

tacked. forward, begin the engagement before the left, hindered by 
the high grafs and* bullies, could come up. But, being ar- 
rived at the very intrenchments of the ertemy, the Janizaries 
fired on them fo furioufly from*- their breaft-work, that the 
regiment of Souches was forced to give way,' till foot joined 
them. And now both cavalry and infantry, advancing to the 
very brink of the trenches, the latter made feveral attacks on 
them ; and, though fomc times repulfed, yet, being relieved 
and directed by the brave dukes of Holjictn and Arembetg , 
they continued the fight from three in the afternoon till night. 
In this time, all the fuperior officers of the infantry were 
killed, excepting count Guido of Staremberg , and prince 
Charles of Vaudemont , who yet were both wounded. 

Their camp Mean time the enemy, attacking their left wing, and 
/treed. flanking it, were bravely repulfed by Cajielh and Hoffkercftek: 

but the Turks , rallying all their horfe into a body, fell on 
yvith greater fury, and charged the brigade of general Sarau, 
which belonged to the right wing, and cut down two batta- 
lions ; while thofe pf Offing, Beck, with the old regiments of 
Staremberg and Brandenburg, fuffered very much. So that 
till fix o’clock fortune favoured the Turks ; at which time 


things were in fuch a defperate condition, that the generals 
began to defpair of laving one man ; for there was no place 
of retreat for them. However, animated by their danger, 
the iiupmalills began to redouble their endeavours : but were 
ready to turn their backs, when thofe, who kept the bag- 
gage, and remained for reserves, advanced to their relief. At 
the fame time, the main body of the army, under the Bran - 
denburg general Burfu and Brandt , coming up feafonably to 
fuccour count Sarau, he rallied again, and defended his poft w 
till an hour before night : when die brigades of Iloffkirchen 
and CqfteUi , with the right wing commanded by prince Lewis t 
advanced towards that fide of the enemy which was not in- 
trenched ; and at laft, forcing their camp, drove them from 
the rifing grounds, where they had planted their cannon. 

Are uite ^°° ft a5 ^ IS was °^^ erve( ^ by the Hungarians and Kaf- 

dans , who now wanted to efcape, they refumed courage, 
tbrwn. an ^ came thundering-on ; cutting-down all before them in 
the camp, which opened a way for die right wing to ad- 


vance ! 
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van ce : fo that the Turks , being thus hemmed-in, and at- A. D. 
tacked on all Tides, in a narrow ground between their trenches 1691 . 
and the Danube, they were defeated, and began to fly. The v— 
horfe, for the mod part, efcaped by the opening made for 
the right wing : but the infantry continued to defend them- 
felves fo refoluicly in their trenches, that, although the field 
was yielded to the imperialifts, yet they received here their 
jrreateft lofs ; for this attion coft the life of the duke of Hoi- 
Jicin , fergeant-general, with a deluge of blood, to fubdue 
the already conquered enemy. The remainder of the Turkijb 
cavalry, among whom was the prince Wazir himfelf, were 
forced to break their # way through the narrow fpaces between 
the lines ; in which attempt many were flain, drowned, or 
mortally wounded. Among thefe laft were the prime IVaztr ; 

Serajiier , and A !ga of the Janizaries ; who all died of their 
wounds at Belgrade (K). 

Besides thefe, and many more principal officers, die Their loft 
Turks were computed to have loft, at leaft, twenty-five thou- great. 
fand men (10,000 of them Janizaries )> to three thoufand 
one hundred and lixty-one of the imperialifts ; among whom 
JKfre many officers of note : and their wounded amounted to 
four thoufand one hundred and thirty-fix. Here the prince of 
Baden , to fay nothing of the other generals, got immortal 
honour ; and the booty was very great s for, befide one hun- 
dred and fifty-four pieces of cannon, there were a great num- 
ber of enfigns, with the grand IVaztr ' s ftandard ; ten thou- 
fand tents; ten waggon-loads of copper-money in the Wazir'% 
tent ; fifty-four trunks in that of the treafurer, twelve in Til- 
ver ; and twenty-four chefts of Kaftans , or veils. 

The news of this great defeat coming to the Soltdn at 
Airianople , he made Ali> Pafbd of Scio, and Kyehaya to Kyo- 
prili 9 grand Wazir in his room, and fent him to Belgrade . 

Thither Sir William Hujfey , and Mr. Collier , defigned to ac- 
company him to mediate a peace. But Sir William dying on 
the 14th of September , an end was put to the treaty ; and 
the* French ambaffador encouraging the Turks by a powerful 
Invafion in Germany , a continuance of the war was refolvcd 
on : notwith Handing the great diftrefs which th c'Qthman em- 
• pile was in, for want of men, money, and bread. 

Mean time, a confcquence of the battle of Salanhemen, Other ad- 
belides the taking of Lippa by Vctcrani, was the defertion of vantages. 

(K) The Turks fay, he died The Turks perhaps in the firft 
in the field of battle, not flying, article, the Germans in the fc- 
but in poffeflion of the victory, cond. 

Which party Is to be believed l 


Mrdt, 
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A. D. Brodt, in Sclavonic by the Turks \ who were defeated like- 
1691. wife in fcveral fmall rencounters : but the prince of Baden's 
fc main defign was upon turning the blockade of Great Waradin 

into a formal liege, which he did in OFlober . However, al- 
though the T urksy to avoid a florin, defer ted the city, and 
half the fortrefs was deftroyed by a bomb falling into their 
magazine of powder; yet winter coming-on, and the be- 
lieged refolutely holding-out, he was obliged to turn the liege 
again into a blockade, after building \ fort which com- 
Jfffairs of manded the fortrefs. 

the Arabs, In the beginning of the year* 1692, two Arab Amirs , in- 
felting the country about Damaftus , popped the karawatis 
going to Mekkd, till they paid Kafar> or cuftom, and the ar- 
rears due to them from the Soltdn, on account of the pil- 
grims, were dife barged. In February , a Per fan ambaflldor 
arrived at Adrianople, with three hundred thitty-ripht per- 
sons in his retinue, and fixty camels laden with prefents for 
the Soltdn . He was lodged in a magnificent palace, and had 
his kitchen furniture all of filver. He came to congratulate 
the Soltdn on his accdlion to the throne ; and made the 


longer ftay under prerence of renewing the ancient league 
in order to pry into the weak condition of the Turks : wiio, 
to* conceal their diltrefles from him, wanted him to be gone. 
About the fame time Tekeli arrived at court! where, at the 
felicitation of Chateau Neuf> the French ambaflador, he had 
great honours done him by the tVazir ; after which he re- 
turned to Hungary b . 

tftbe During the tranfaftions at the Save , the Poles , in the J.tft 

Poles, month of this yea**, pafs the Tyras (or Niefter ), and make an 
expedition into Bajfarabia : but, being prefled with waut of 
provifions, they, on report of the Sera/her , Buyukli Mojtafa 
Pa/bd's approach, return home without doing any thing re- 
markable. 


WVenc- Mean time the war, between the Venetians and Storks, is 
tuns. carried on by artifice rather than arms : for the latter became 
mailers of Garbufa , an almoft impregnable caftle in Kamila, a 
by the treachery of a Spanijh officer (L). They attempt the * 
fame at SuHa and Spina longa ; but the Venetians, more 
watchful of thofe fortrefles, difeover their defign, and put* 
the confpirators to death. 


h Ricaut, in Achmet. 


(L) Named Alosfns, to be re- ktfa % who, as he faid. had ra- 
jrenged on the governor of Gar - vifhcd his wife. — Ca>.* , 


In 
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In the interim, Arab&ji AH Pajha{ M), Kaymayhim of Con- A, D. 
Jiantinoplc (a man inferior to many in abilities, but to none in 1691. 
wickednefs) being made Wazir by Soltan Ahmed, in the room v ■— 1 + J 
of Kyoprili Ogli , he revives the talk of peace, and lends a fa- kicked 
vourable ear to the ambafladors of Chriftian princes ; efpeci- 
ally Paget (N), the Englifb, and Collier (O), the Dutch , who 
were fcnt for that purpofe to the Porte . Bat, being in- 
formed by Mauro Kordatus, that Germany was fo exhauftcd 
of men and money^ that, very probably,® the emperor could 
not fupport the war above a year or two longer ; he immedi- 
ately cuts-off all* hopes of* peace (P), and applies himfelf 
wholly to renew the # war : purfuing fuch meafures as might 
at once fupply the exigencies of the treafury, and remove out 
of the way men of fuperior abilities to his own. Accordingly, 
he puts to death many eminent pcrfons of the firil rank, un- 
der various pretences, and confifcates their eftates. Not con- 
tent with this, he orders even the Janizaries, and common 
foldiers, diftinguifhed for their bravery, to be thrown, pri- 
vately by night, into the fea ; that no perfon might be left 
alive, who Ihould be efteeraed more worthy of the Wazirjhip 
tj^n himfelf. 

This cruelty being frequently*com plained of to the court. Peace laid 
and thofe perfons, whofe lives were fpared by accident, *or afide. 


(M) Arabaji fignifies a wag- 
gon maker or waggon-diiver ; 
a furname given him either as 
having been fuch, or bccaufe of 
his ftupiciity. Cant . 

(N) He was of a noble fami- 
ly, very learned, and well {killed, 
in the Greek and Turkijh lan- 
guages, befides other fciences. 
Was very prudent, and nerfedly 
underlaid the way of obtain- 
ing any thing from the Turks , 
among whom he left a very 
good name. Cant, — This was 
lord Paget, 

(O) Born at Smyrna , where 
his father was conful; and, hav- 
ingin his youth, learned the 
fun&ions of an ambafTador, as 
well as the Greek and Turkijh, 
he was reckoned the wifeit and 
mod civil of all the ambafla- 
dors among the Turks, As he 
alfo freely entertained the cour- 


tiers, greedy of wine, he got 
out of them all the lVazir' s fc- 
crets.— Cant, 

(P) Ricaut fays, it was looked 
on as injurious to the Othman 
empire, as being propofed on 
the foot of uti fojpdetis ; for 
thus, Tranfjlvania was to re- 
main to the emperor, sftid Te* 
keli to be dclivered-up. Ragu- 
fa to pay tribute no longer to 
the Porte , and to be difeharged 
from its arrears. Poland requir. 
ed the furrendcr of Kaminiek , 
Podolia , the Cajielp on the Be* 
ryjlhenes (or Nieper), Moldavia, 
and Walakhia : alfo, that the 
Porte fhould make good all fu- 
ture damages by the Tatars . 
The Venetians required Liva* 
dia , Athens , and Thebes , in lies 
of the Morea , and other territo- 
ries towards Lepanto and Dal - 
mail a. 


Arabaji's 
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A. D. Arabkyt $ ignorance, reprefenting to the Soltin , that, by 

1691. this means, all the defenders of the Othman empire would be 
deftroyed ( QJ, Ahmed , at laft, after fix months, removes 
him from his poft ; and, having ftripped him of his wealth 
unjuflly acquired, advances Tarpofchi AliPajbd{ R), gover- 
nor of Damafius in his room. 

The new IVazir concerted meafures for fettling a peace ^ 
but the ambafladorsj who had been four years at Vienna, it- 
turning home ; and, being bribed, 'tis (aid, by the French 
ambaflador, excite the Turks to continue the war, reprefent- 
ing, that Germany was exhaufted of its flrength ; that the 
emperor, being one hundred millions in. debt, could not raife 
fupplies ; and that both Hungary and Germany were afflifted 
with a dearth s which reprefentations were not fo fulfe as 
agreeable to the Porte . 

Waradin The Waztr therefore, laying afide all padfick meafures, 
fur renders applies himfelf to renew the war s but, becaufe the number 
of Janizaries was extremely lefiened by the German fword, 
and Arabhji's cruelty, while the foldiers, terrified by the late 
defeat, could not be afiembled with expedition, he fends the 
Serajkicr, with what forces were ready, towaids Hungary 
with orders to defend the borders, relieve the Turkilh cities, 
and avoid a battle with t\\tGermans. He indeed kept the 
imperial troops from approaching the Save ; for, being weak, 
they were not defirous of an engagement : but could not 
He}. 1103, hinder Heujler, lately fet at liberty, from obliging Waradin, 
-%A. D. blockcd-up the year before, to furrendcr for want of provi- 

1692. fions, on the 21ft of Rxmazfai 1103 c ( May 25th 1692). 

. H E U S L E R s before the Turks got into the field, drew 
Heufler to S et ^ er ^ l ^ e forces he could, in order to reduce the place 
by fiege. To this end, in May P692, he railed two bub 
warks vppofite thofe of the enemy, called Rungar and Ka* 
pudan ; he cauftd a bridge alfo to be laid from the Pahnka 
of Olofchi to the old city, notwithftanding the fallioc-ot the 
Turks : fo that by the 7 th, the imperialifts had furrounded 
the city, and lodged themfelves in the ditch. After this, -the 
bombs and cannon played furioufly on both Tides, till the 

t 

e Cant. Othm. Hill. p. 383, & fcqq. 

( QJ Ricaut takes notice of applying to him to turn-ouj the 
the cruelty, as well as inexpe- Kay may ham of Adrianoflc. 
rience, of this choleric old (R) Tarfus is a fort of cap 
kFazir i and fays, he was ba- worn by the Turkifi women, of 
niftied, after being ordered to which this IVazdr fee ms to have 
be llrangled, by the Soitdn, for been a maker in his youth. 

Cant. 
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19th, when the heavy cannon coming-up, and a larger breach A. D.' 
being made, the beliegers, who before rejefted the fummons, 1692. 
on the 28th, feeing the imperialifls preparing for the atiauit, 
thought fit to capitulate, on condition of being convoyed to 
Panzova . There were found in this important fortrefs 5000 
meafures of barley, 1000 of wheat, 300 facks of rice, 50 vats 
of flour, 50 brafs guns, 22 mortars, 70,000 pounds of good . 
jfowder, 723,000 of decayed powder, 3500 cannon-balls, 

30,600 pounds of unwrought, and 4300 of wrought, iron. 

The garrifon, to tlie number of 1200 fighting men, and 
in all 1 2,000 foul$, were detained without the city, till the 
Turks had ydeafed tl\p garrifon at Pefcobara , who had been 
detained there contrary to articles. 

The Othnulns , being defirous of revenge, in June detached q a j„ 
a ftrong party towards EJJek, with a defign to make an incur- Vanuatu 
*fion into Scfavonia; but were repulfed here, as well as at 
Tit ttl and Titz t by the Rafcians , while the Kroats plundered 
and burnt Behatz and OJirofatz . In July, the Turks at- 
tacked the fortrefs of Portfen near Petcrivaradin , but were 
forced to give over the enterprize ; which yet they attempted 
a/ccond time, no lefs in vain. 

There happened no confiderable a&ion on either fide in 
Hungary this campaign, only the Kroats and Rafcians made 
an incurfion towards Meydan , with good fucccfs ; and the 
latter had the luck to break into Morava , and take 200,000 
dollars, after defeating the Turkijb convoy d . 

About the fame time, the Serajlicr of BAbaddghi , Dalda- Affair i of 
ban Mojlafa Pajhd , in conjun&ion with Arap Pajhu , goverhor Molda- 
of Trcbizondy in the end of the month of ZUkaadeb , enters via. 
Moldavia . There being joined by the prince of that country, 
and twenty thoufand Tatars , under the command of Sbahbdz 
Cycray Soltdn , marches towards Soroka : but, being de- 
tained for feverai days by a bloody flux, at the town of 
Orheyus^fowT days diftant, gives the Poles , till then negligent, 
time'to fortify that city, and reinforce the garrifon. As foon 
as th£ Serajiier was recovered, he haftes, and lays ficge to 
' Soroka , whofe garrifon was at firft terrified ; but, finding that 
the enemy had only feven fmall field-pieces, and two mortars, 
they refume courage, and deftroy great numbers of them by 
fellies in the night. At length, the Serajiier, finding that 
the walls could not be undermined, as built on a rock, and 
that winter approached, is obliged to retire after thirty days 
ficge, and the lofs of three thoufand men c . 

^Ricaut, ubi fupr. « Cant, ubi fupr, p. 38;. 

' Mod.Hist.Vol. XIII. F Th 
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A. D. The ficge of this place is reprefentcd very differently by 
» 1692. our hiflorians. According to Ricaut, the Serajkier Mojlafa, 
Pa/hi, 011 the 27th of September , with 30,000 men, fat 
Sc>raka£r-j 0iVn fo c f orc Soroka , whofe garrifon, confiding of no more 
' than 600 foldiers, bravely refilled fo great a power. For 
though the Turks , on the ill of Oftober, advanced their 
• trenches to the ditch fide, yet they loll 600 men in ftorming 
the place ; and though, by their continual firing, they made 
great breaches, yet the befieged, with indefatigable induftry, 
repaired them in the night. Oa the 6th likewife, they beat 
the enemy cut of the ditch, and countermiifcd thejr fappingjs. 
However, eat ly on the 9th, one of therr^having thrown down 
part of the wall, they began the aflault, which the Poles 
bravely with Hood for four hours, driving them from the 
walls, as often as they advanced, and planted their colours. 
In this attion, the befieged took three flandards, and killed 
800 of the enemy; then, profccuting their fuccefs, drove 
them our of moll of their polls, and lodgements, flaying rooo 
of their men. The Turks , difinayed at thefe repulfes raifed 
their camp in the night, with fuch precipitation, ih.it they 
left behind them two greaj guns, and three mortars, wMi 
ammunition and provifion *. 

ivies >f t At the end of the campaign, the Kh&n of Krim Tartary, 
ji/jrfccc Kior Sefa Gycray (S), by advice of Daltaban Pqfhd, fends 
Danvfjh Shah an Aga, one of his officers to the lung of Po- 
land'. offering to rcftorc Kaminiek , with all Podyt and Ukra- 
1 da, in cafe he would renounce his alii, kc with the emperor. 
But the Poles , who hid conceived row hopes of fubduing 
all Moldavia, from the ill fuccefs of the Turks againfl Soroka, 
pay no regard to the Khans propofals. 

Venetian Tije fame year, the Venetians , having entirely fubJued 
oijfairj. the Morca , reiolvc to turn their arms agUnll Kandhi ; and, 
tranfporting their whole army to that ifland, think to fur- 
pi ife Kane a. But the Turks , informed of their de!T£n by&a 
tn r.rh Ihip, had put fo ftrong a garrifon into the city, that 
the Venetians are repulfed with great (laughter, and obliged - 
to ic tire, after a ficge of fifty days (T). With equal fuccefs 

f Ricaut. ^ • 

($) Thh was the onk prince Cant . — Kior fignilics one blind 
of the Faniily of » obtrGyeray* of an eye. • 

mentioned before in the hdlary, (T) Ricaut fays, they had 
ivho arrved to the dignity of hopes of carrying the place, if 
KLU \ which he did not enjoy 1000 French, in their fervice, 
above one year. After his depo* had not, at their firft landing, 
fitionthe empire of Taftary re- deferted, and gone over to the 
ti.rned to the legitimate Gynvys. Turks. 


S', ley man 
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Soleyman Pafba , governor of Arnaud, defeats the Monte AV- A. D- 
grini, meditating a rebellion; he likewife recovers Zuffa and *692, 
Panduriza . The Serajiier of the Morea, encouraged with s " mm sr*A 
thofe advantages, makes feveral incurfions upon the Vene* 
tians ; but, attempting to feize Naupaftum (or Lepanto J, is 
repulfed with great lofs. Worfe luck in Dalmatia attends 
the Pa/bd of Herzegovina, who endeavouring, by All Beg , 
t<J recover Gracovjf, the befiegers are fuddenly attacked by the 
enemy ; and, being put to flight, their getieral is taken pri- 
foner. * 

The campaign of 1 103 being ended, the Salt an next year The Wa- 
hag twins bi>jn to hip at Conftantinople , Selim and lira- air >*»/**/- 
him (U). As this had never happened to any Soltan before, ed . 
the Turks confidered it as a prefage of future fuccefs ; and Hej.1104. 
for eight days celebrate the Donanma (W), with other (ports A ; D ' 
ufual on fuch occafions. Amidft thefe rejoicings, the Wazir 
Torpofchi Ali Pajbd endeavours to renew the negotiations of 
peace; but, being reprehended by the Mufti, and Solt&n 
*Ahmed declaring it done without his knowlege, he is de- 
prived of his dignity, as a betrayer of the law and the em- 
pire. His fucceflor, Buyukli Moflafa PaJhH, endeavouring 
to put a ftop to the rapines committed by feveral great men, 
through the negligence of former Wazir s , fome of the 
feeders murmur openly, and others form a fecret plot againft* 
hii&t ; but, their affemblies being difturbed by the Janizar- 
Agaji, his t aid. and the ringleaders either put to death, 
jr banifhed, ihc city is rsftored to its former tranquility. 

While the new U\~zir was employed in making prepa- Seaition 
rations for war, and had now encamped without CvnJLinti- ^ t <n 
nop!e , the Sheykh of Prufa , Mifri Effendi (X), erefts his 

(U) Ricaut obferves, that, in public rejoicings for a *. 3 ^ry, 
the midft of thefe rejoicings, a or a fortrefs taken. O. fuch 
fire broke out in three different occafions the (hops are kept- 
plates, which burnt 4000 houfes, open day and night, all forts 
and 2000 fhops. At the fame of diverfions, and even wine ai- 
ring, *one of the Menara , or lowed to be drank publickly.— 

(teeples, of Soltan Soleyman % Cant . # 

mofk fell to the ground ; which (X) He was in great renown 
Was efteemed an evil omen, pre- for his fan&icy ; yet many 
(aging the next campaign to be thought him too great a fa- 
a baa one. About the fame vourer of.the Chriftian religion, 
time, according to the fame au- from fomebxpreffions in th-s di- 
thor, Soltan Ahmed began to vine poems wnich he publilheJ, 
be afflicted with the dropfy, the and ordered to b£ fung in the 
fatal diftemper of his family . Jami. — £w»/. 

(W) So the Turks call their 

Fa 


(laniard 
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A. D. ftandard in that city ; and lifts, above three thoufand volun- 
1693. tecrs, under the title of Darwifhes , without pay, or allow- 
ance of provifion, merely in the name of God, and in con- 
fidence of the divine affilfance. With thefe he comes to 
Adriamplc ; and, marching to Selim's temple, at the time of 
noon-day prayers, firft performs his orifons with great de- 
votion, and then makes a fpeech ; in which he tells them, 

44 It was revealed to him from God, that the caufe of thfe 
44 Othmtbi ill fuccefs of late was not the valour of the 6Vr- 
h Mifri 44 mans , nor the fins of the whole nation, '‘but the ill conduct 
Rftundi* « of (even teen great men, and governors of the empire, as the 
44 IVazhy Janixar Aga, Kaymaykam ( TeftcrJdr , Reis Kf~ 

44 femii , and others whom he named : that, unlvfs thefe 
44 were put to death, no advantage could be hoped again ft 
44 the Germans, but greater calamities, and even the de- 
44 ftruction of the whole empire, were to be expected ; that, 

44 there being no occafion for a numerous army ag.iinft the 
“ Infidels, he had, by God’s command, collected a body 
44 of foldiers, few in number, and unarmed, but animated 
44 by a divine power, and untainted with lin ; with whom 
44 he would undertake, not only to flop an innumerable holt 
41 of 6 yazurs, but likewifc drive them from the borders* of 
4# the empire/' 

The Wa- * Tint noife of this affair bringing together great number, 
v.ir alarm- not on ty f he ^ mmon people, but Janizaries , Sfahi's, lit 
r j t others of the better fort, the Sheykh harangues them for four 

hours together. The lYazir, being informed hereof, and 
tearing a {edition, fends the Kaymaykdm to delire the Sheykh 
to come to him; but Mifri Effendi anfwcrs, 44 That he was 
41 the fervant of God, fent to the people of God, to declare 
44 what had been revealed to him ; and could fee no reafon 
44 why he Ihould abandon his call, in obedience to fuch a 
“ Gyinvr as -the IVazir was.” The Kaymaykam, perceiving, 
on account of the people, that he could ufe no cpmpuliion, 
returns to the IVazir \ tells him what he had heard, and advilfes 
him inflantly to difpcrfe the afTembly, fince the Sheykh' s \vhole 
ilikourfc tended to fedition againft the nobles, and probably" 
the A'o/fr/Vhimfelf. The IVazir having lent for the Janizar 
Aga, and other officers branded by Mifri Effendi with the 
name of Infidels; they fend to inform Ahmed , by a Talkbijb , 
that the Sheykh, with a body of foldiers difguiled Jike Dar- 
s, was in the *Sc!imiyah, giving odious appellations to 
Ins nujefty, and charging the great officers of ftate with be- 
ing infidels, as well as friends to the Germans ; whence he 
declared, that the divine blcffing could not be expected upon 
i».V 9 It l:n. '/: court. 
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The Salt d/i, enraged by.fuch mifreprefentations, orders A. D. 
the rebel to be feized; and, fince he could not be put to death, 1 93 - 

as wearing the green turban (Y), to be banilhed with his fol- "pp J 

lowers to Prifi. Bttyukli Mqftafa hereupon fends again the 
Ktiymaykdn, attended by the Janizar Agaji, and a good 
number of foldiers, who, in the Soltdn's name, falute the 
Sheykb, (till holding-forth, and inform him ; that his ma- 
Jetty, hearing of hi$ fanttity, deiired to enjoy his converla- 
tion, and that he would inftantly come t <5 the palace* Mifri 
Effendi told them,*** That, although they feemed to be feat 
“ rather by Sheytdn than the Soltdn, yet that he would go 
where-euor they l|ad him : he added, that, to convince 
u them he fpoke nothing of himfelf, they fliould, in a few 
“ hours, receive tokens at a divine evidence.” Having laid 
this, he mounted the Soltdn ' s chariot, attended with the 
guards ; and pafles with great honour through crouds of 
people : but, as foon as he is at fome diftance from the po- 
pulace, he is put into a covered waggon, and conveyed, to 
Rodqftus , from whence he is tranfported to Pruja (Z). 

His prediftion however was fulfilled two days after by a Hisfrcdlc- 
great whirlwind and ftorm, which threw down almoft all ti0,i ' vui ~ 
tfie tents in the camp ; fome of which falling on the fires pre--^* 
pared for drefling dinner, and their flames catching hold V)f 
t}ic reft, above a thoufand tents were confumed in one hour’! 

Ipfece : nor were the reft faved without great difficulty. The 
people looked-on without giving their afliftance, faying, it 
was a judgment for banifhmg the fervant'of God, and wit- 
nefs of the truth. The Soltdn himfelf, (truck with terror, 
fends the Sheykh a refpe&ful letter, and “ intreats his pardon ; 

“ confefTing himfelf deceived by the treachery of his minifters ; 

“ and defiling him to return to Adriarople, in order to give 
“ the army his benedi&ion.” Mifri Effendi anfwcrs, “-That 
" he knew at the lirlt the fault of liis banifhment was in the 
“ great jpen, and not in the Soltdn : that he had therefore 
long fince forgiven, and even forgotten, the crime : but that 
“ hq could not return to Adrianople\ becaufc the fpirit, which 


(Y) Which belongs to the the preacher, and ’put to death' 
tfmirs, or kindred of Moham - the chief ringleaders ; among 
med % mentioned in a former note, whom were a rapacious Pajkd t 

(Z) Ricaut mentions this fe- two Agas, eleven officers, and 
ditionbf a learned Turk againft . an aftrologer, who could not 
th e Soltdn, as well as the Waz.tr, forefee his own fate . Thefc ru- 
and minifters in general. He mults were followed by reports 
places it on the 1 5th of October of Grange prodigies and appari- 
1694, and fays, it was quafhed tions, with which the Soltdn was 
by the Kaymaykam, who feized very much affrighted. 

F? 
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u had prompted him to the firft journey thither, would not 
“ permit a fecond 

Mean time a fire happened at Conjiantinople , which burnt 
down ao,ooo houfesand fhops. This difafter was fuccceded 
by the news that the new Amir of the Arabs , defeended from 
ftloham'twd t threatened to befiege Bujfora (or Bafrah), in the 
Perjian gulf, to which he pretended an hereditary right : fo 
that the Bolt an was obliged to fend troops over, under thd 
command of the Pajhk of Bofnia , to reinforce the militia of 
thole quarters. Bnt, being arrived in the* neighbourhood of 
that city, which is all a flat counfry, the Arqbs let Out the ri- 
ver by iluices; which overflowing the cgmp of the Turks , fix 
or fever. : ho u land of them perifhed in the waters, and the reft 
weie all put to the fword. 

Since the taking of Great IVaradin , Ghiula and Jeno had 
been much {heightened by the imperialifts. The latter par- 
ticularly having been for fome time blocked-up by Heujler , 
that general, on the 1 6th of June , began to attack its fuburbs, 
which he took ; and, having, in a,few days more, by Ivs bombs 
an<l camion, made a breach in the city-walls, the Turks , not 
willing to abidcaftorm, capitulated on the 2; th of the fajge 
month. Prefenrly after which he went, and took the fortrefs 
of •Phihigoras h . 

' About rhe fame time,, the Wz zir marches from Adriano - 
fie, with a deftgn to penetrate, by Tekeli’s route, into Tran- 
Jilvanii (A). But, hearing at Dijira, that the Germans, after 
taking Gena and Villagot Invar, had befieged Belgrade, he re- 
turns towards Ckcnghe Ddghlari, and, with no lefs danger 
than difficulty, condufts his army through theftraits of thofe 
mountains, fcarce wide enough for an unarmed man to pafs. 
The German general, being informed that the IVaztrwzs at- 
tempting tl econqueftof Tranjilvania ,went loiteringly on with 
the liege, which had continued twenty days already (B). 


* Cant, ubi fupr. p. 386, & feqq. h Ricavt, in Achmet. 


{A)JGceri* ftys, he left Adri- 
am t 1 Pie ; 5 .'Th of June, O. S. 
with ih it defign ; bur, hearing 
the fu ,# >e Belgrade was intend- 
* ed. Iio f .^rcheV, that way with 
Hc.rcc men, rnd f applied the 
gnrrfop with y:oo men. 

(Hi According ro /?/* avt, ma- 
ny h'lHukrs wire committed in 
the management Of this fiege, 
under the duke of C:cj, which 


ended about the 10th of Septem- 
ber 1693; for the trenches were 
not opened till 13 days after thct 
place was inverted: neither was 
the fleet, for hindering provifi- 
ons coming to the town, ready 
before it was inverted ; nor the 
cannon brought before the place, 
till five weeks after it was in- 
verted. 

But, 
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But, when he found Buyukli Mojlafa had* palled the moun- A. D. 
tains, he puflied it with fuch vigour, that, by his cannon 1693.’ 
and mines, he had, in eight days, not only demolifhed the C/'YVJ 
outer walls, but alfo fliaken the inner, in fuch a manner, as 
feemed to render him matter of the city, although defended by 
fixteen thoufand Otbmans ; if the Wazir, leaving behind him his 
baggage, and larger cannon, had not, on the eighth day, ad- 
vanced to its relief. 

The Germans , perceiving, from the fnjaUnefs of their num- f/,y Tatars 
bers, that they could not, at the fame time, carry on the 
fiege, and make a ftand againft the IVazir , who was about to thrown* 
attack their camp, break-up, and pafs the Save with their 
&hole army! The Qthman general, taking their retreat for a 
flight, informs the Solt&n, that he had gained a viftory : but, 
not daring to crofs the river, and attack their camp, he fends 
Selim Gy cray Kh&n , with his Tatars , to ravage rhe adjacent 
provinces of Hungary, and cut-off the Germans from all op- 
portunity of procuring provifions. The Khan , roving about 
incautioufly, is furrounded at Khonad by the imperialitts ap- 
pointed to guard thofe parts, under the command of Hof kirk - 
hen ; and (hut up in fo narrow a fpace, that he could not 
make ufe of his horfe, or find any means of efcape. Being 
thus reduced to the neceflity of fubmitring, or ftarving, if he 
continued 'in this fituation, and, finding no other way to Vet 
out of it, he engaged the Tatars in a project never before 
heard of, or prafrifed, among them : this was, to kill their 
horfes, and fall upon the enemy on foot with their fwords. 

So unexpefled an attack, at fir ft, confounds the Germans, 
till, refuming their courage, they inclofe them p fecond time, 
now almoft efcapcd ; and make fuch a (laughter, that, ex- 
cepting the Kh&n, and a few of his attendants, fcarce a man 
of them was faved f . 

R 1 C AUT gives no account of this aftion, but does of 
another of the fame general, before Giula, on the 19th of at (ji u J*. 
OftobefT citing his letter to the duke of Croy ; in which he 
fays, that he fell on the Turks and Tatars unexpectedly, drove 
$efh beyond the firft Palanka , and made his dragoons pafs 
the ditch on foot : that the enemy were very ttrong, con- 
fiding of 40 troops of horfe, 1200 Janizaricl, and 2800 
Tatars , who came to convoy provifionS into the fortrefs : 
that 1000 of thefe laft were killed, 2500 beads taken, and f 
all tfieir provifion burned. He adds, jhat he was preparing 
to follow the Tatars who were marching to Dehrezin ; and 

* Cant. p. 390. See alfo Ricaut. 

F 4 perhaps 
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A. D. perhaps the defeat of them may be the a&ion afcribed to Hcff- 
>693. kirken by the Turkifb hiftorians. 

The imperialifts had this year one other piece of fuccefs 
JBrunzen a g a j n ft the Turks : for count Batheim> Ban of Kroatia , Dal- 
taken matlcl y au ^ Sclavonic , having marched from the river Unna 
and KoJlannizza f on the 19th oi September arrived at Brun- 
zein Mayclan (C) ; which was one of the Saltans magazines, 
and famous for the iron and copper mines in its neighbour* 
hood. Next day the artillery 7 began to play ; and for two 
hours the Turks defended themfelves bravdy: but, atlaft, the 
paililades being cut down, the city-walls were forced, and 
above 500 men and women put to the fword, ajqpng whogi 
were two chief commanders, and a thifd taken, with many 
other perfons of note. They found a great number of bombs, 
fome 200 weight, ftore of brafs curioully wrought, and other 
rich plunder, which they carried off, and then burned the 
city, with its fuburbs, to allies. This lofs chagrined the 
Porte : but they were more alarmed at a fire which happened 
at Confiantinople on the 26th of Augujt , and burned down 
one fourth part of the city k . 

Poles, Ve- While the imperialiflg were revenging on the Tatars the 
netians. many defeats given by them to the Poli/h armies, the Poles 
themlelves, either amufed with new offers from Selim Gy e ray, 
or deterred by former misfortunes, continue unartive (D). 
The Venetian arms are likewife quiet in Greece . However, 
iti Dalmatia , they befiege Klobukhi , under the condurt of 
Erizzo , governor of Katarri (or Kattaro ), but are repulfcd 
with conlklerablc lofs by the Pajha of Hercegovina ; who, 
notwithflanding, is foon after defeated by Cane got ti, 

The Wa* Mean time the Wazlr returns to Adrianople : but, while 
rir ckang- he experts to be rewarded for raifing the fiege of Belgrade , 
cd. and driving the enemy from the borders of the empire, he is 
deprived of his dignity on a very flight occafion. For, going 
out one day to divert himfelf with hawking, the Koltuk H r a- 
Z'rleri, who had long been his enemies, take a handfe from 
hence to perfuade the eafy SoltAn, that he neglefted the affairs 
of Hate, and minted nothing but his pleasures. Hereupon 
Ahned takestfrom him the imperial feal, and gives it to Sh&m 

k Ricaut ubi fupr, 

(C) It Hands on the river Sa- be fent to Warfaw \ ftf that 

na% between Kaftanofvttz and it was generally believed a 
B:hacx, to the eaft. peace would be concluded : but 

[D) Ricaut obferves, that the ne fays, the Venetians neither 
Fretifh ambaflador procured an did, nor attempted, any thing 
ambaffador from the Porte to in the year 1693. 


Tarabalus 
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Tarabolus Ali Pajhd (E). However, not to feem ungrateful A. D. 
for his fervices, the Solt&n takes away neither his eftate, nor 1693, 
his liberty, but makes him alfo governor of Damajkus , a rare 
example among the Turks. 

ALI Pajbd, confidering the diftrefled ftate of the empire, p 
and defpairing of viftory, as foon rfs he is advanced to the 
JVaztrJbip , endeavours to make peace with the Germans and^ * 

« Poles (F), exclufive of the Venetians : but, as on one hand, 
the emperor refufed to treat on any tends, unlefs they were 
parties ; and, on *the other, the French ambaflador, by pre- 
sents, and great^ proniifes, bad gained both the nobles and 
l^lema firnjy on nis fide, they unanimoufly oppofed that de- 
fign. The Wazir , being thus difappointed, in the end of 
the year 1105, fends the Serafkier into Hungary , who, af- Hej.no-, 
faulting Titul, is repulfed with great lofs by Caprara , general A. D. ># 
of the imperialifts: but the Germans were not able to im- 1694. 
prove this viftory; the emperor, intent on the war with 
France , having left but a fmall army in Hungary *. 

TlTUL y in the Turkijh account, feems to be a miftake^ q 
for Peterwaradin ; and one of the moft famous aftions in all m ^ ns 
this war is here parted over in filence. The imperial army tacked 
in 1 694 j not being fo numerous as it ufed to be, the marfhal 
count Caprara , who commanded it, underftanding, that Ihe 
Wazir intended to attack Peterwaradin^ entrenched himfSf 
about that place. In effeft, the Wazir did arrive with his 
army in view of {fie imperialifts : but, inftead of falling on 
them, he alfo entrenched himfelf ; and, what till then was 
unheard-of, began his approaches againft the retrenchments 
of the enemy. Count Caprara , furprifed. at this novelty, 
found it expedient to make another retrenchment between the 
former and the town: to which, upon occafion, he might re* 

1 Cant. p. 390, Sc feqq. 


(E) That is, Ali Pafh£> go- 
vernor of TripoUs in Syria . 

• (F) Ricaut fays, that about 
May 1694. the Polijh ambafia- 
dor was difmiffed from Adrian - 
'epic, re infcfta ; and that the 
myftery of his embarty (which 
was pfoperly to the Tatar Khan , 
who gave him audience, his let- 
ter being directed to thatprince), 
could never be unravelled ; for 
that, though he pretended to 
treat of peace in the name of aU 


the confederates, the reft knew 
nothing of it : but it was fup- 
pofed to have been an artifice 
of the French to -bring Poland 
into a feparate peace; which 
perhaps had taken effeft, had 
not the ambaftador too earneftly 
infilled c\p the furrender of Ka* 
miniek , with all the provifionr, 
arms, and fortrertes; befides 
the uti poJJideth % which term the 
Turks mortally hated. 


tire; 
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A. D. tire ; and to furnifh it with mines before the ditches, in order 
1694. to flop the Wazir's progrefs. To this general account of the 
matter given by count Marftgli m , who, according to his 
method, has alfo inferred a plan of the whole with explana- 
tions, we (hall add the particulars from Ricaut. 
at Peter- The imperial troops, increafing but flowly, they refolved 
waradin to aft only upon the defenfivc, and therefore to remain en- 
camped at Peterwaradin , within the retrenchment of laflt 
year. On the 9th*of September the Titrkijh army, arriving 
from Belgrade , < under the IVaztr Ali Pajbi of Tripoli (G), ap- 
peared in fight of the imperialifltf, who had fcarce time to re- 
pair the damages made the day before by a ftorm ; which had 
carried away all their tents, broken their bridge of boafs, 
and funk feveral of their (hips. On the 10th, the whole 
army came within half an hour’s march of the imperial in- 
trenchments : the foot took their quarters next to the German 
front ; the horfe to the left of their foot ; and, on the left of 
thofe, was camped the Tatars . Their fleet, confifting of 1 10 
came likewife within cannon-fliot of the imperial (hips, and 
call anchor in a line of battle. 

bythi fWa- Next day it was thought the Turks would have flormed 

zir ; the imperial camp ; for they. appeared within 800 paces of die 
retrenchment, behind the earth of a ditch, which covered 
tnem fo well, that the imperial guns could but little annoy 
them. On the 12th, the camps ami fleets began to firefuri- 
oufly on each other : the attack of the Turks feeming to be a 
formal liege both of Petenuaradin, and the imperial camp ; 
for they plied both with their bombs and cannon till the 18th, 
when they Ihewed themfelves beyond the imperial intrench- 
ments, but were quickly driven back by the Hujfars, They 
likewife drew a new parallel line 60 paces nearer to *thc impe- 
rial camp* and were bufy to clofe it with their line cf com- 
' munication. On the 19th, the German left wing, with great 
guns and mulkets, from an eminence, very much annoyed the 
firll line of the Turks , who ran, horfe and foot from kll tides, 
to ftrengthen their left wing ; and that evening, fix battalions 
of Brandenburg foot arriving, the enemy feemed lefs brilk [n 
their attack* 

* L'Etat. Milit. emp. Oth. p, 98, & feqq. part ii. 

(G) According to Ricaut, this and, being foon after de&ofed, 
Pajba of Tripoli was different was fucceeded by the lecond 
from the Ali of the Turkijh hif- Ali of Tripoli . who arrived from 
torians. That author makeat^ 6 Aft a the t8th of April follow- 
of the name, ami fays, one was ing. 
made Waw early in March \ 

But 
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But what moft incommoded them, was the lofs of 25 of A. D. 
their provifion-fhips, taken by the governor of Titul, who 1694. 
alfo funk three frigates ; and fifteen hundred Tatars cut-off * -v-— J 
in an incurfion, by general Bajfompiere . The fon of the Kh&n 
being among the (lain, that prince, incenfed, threatened to P u V €d ' 
return with his troops. For all this, the IVaztr perfifted in 
his attacks till the 13th of O&ober , when the rains falling for 
feven days fucceflively, fo that the foldiers were up to their 
knees in the trenches, he, at length, drew-off in the night n . 

Thefe terrible rafns, fays count Marfigli , convinced the 
Wazir of his folly ; nor could he have fucceeded in his de- 
fign, had his army t^en double the number °. The Turks 
thus ended the campaign ; but the Germans , after this, added 
Giula to their other conquefts. Let us now return to the 
Turktfb hiftorians. 

The Polijh and Ruffian forces this year alfo continue to 
guard their own frontiers, neither power performing or at- 
tempting any thing remarkable. The Venetians alone pufh Venetians 
the Turks this campaign with vigour, and effeft that which take Khi- 
would have gained them the dominion of the fea, if they had os : 
known how to ufe their good fortune with prudence and 
moderation. Early in fpring, they fend out a fleet, by in- 
vitation of the inhabitants of Khios, devoted to the RomjJb 
religion (H), and attack that ifland. Silahdar Hajfan Pajlm , 
who was then governor, had refolved to make a brave de- 
fence : but, finding the Chriftian inhabitants endeavoured to 
deliver-up the town without his confent, and having but a 
few Turkijb forces in garrifon, to avoid being made a prifoner, 

• 

n Ricaut, ubi fupr. * L’Etat Milit. ubifupr. 


(H) Originally from Italy , 
chiefly Venice, They pofiefled 
the greater part of the ifland 5 
the Greeks the reft 5 and enjoy- 
ed more priviledges than die 
other fubjelts of the Othmdn 
etnpire. After the Vienna de- 
feat, they became fpies for the 
v Venetians , and fent them an ac- 
count of whatever was done in 
the Turkijb fleet. When the Ve- 
netians had conquered the Mo- 
rea , they refolved to deliver* op 
their ifland to them : but firft 
founded the Greeks , who, be- 
lieving they could depend nei- 
ther on their integrity, nor pro- 


tection, againft the Turks, fent 
notice to the Kdpudan Pajhd to 
be on his guard. The Latins , 
having difeovered this, invite 
the Venetian admiral, who comes, 
and takes the city, as mentioned 
in the text. The Venetians , now 
mafters, exercife onuelty equally 
on the Greeks and Turks 5 for- 
bid the exercife of their reli- 
gion ; and deem them rebels, 
unlefs they frequent the Romijh 
churches. But next year, the 
ifland being taken by Medze- 
*morto 9 they were juftly treated 
in the fame manner themfelves. 

Cant . 


furrenders 
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A. D. furrenders the place hlmfelf ( I ). The Venetians hereupon, 
1694. to oblige the pope, (hut-up the Greek churches; and partly 
t mm ymmm j by force, and partly by artifice, compel the inhabitants to 
conform to the Romifh church : atting alfo in many other 
things contrary to juftice, and the terms of the furrender. 
threaten Having fettled at pleafure the affairs of Khios, they re- 
Smyrna : folve to befiege Smyrna : but the French , Englijb , and Dutch 
confuls, meeting them in their march, intercede for thaf 
city ; urging, amoifg other reafons againft a fiege, that al- 
molt all the warehoufcs there were full c 6f merchandize of 
their rcfpe&ive nations ; and that, if they fhould be deftroy- 
ed, or plundered by the foldiers, thex^publick jwould be re- 
fponlible to their matters for the damage* with intereft. Upon 
this, the Venetians defitt from their defign, and return with 
Suceefs in t ^ ie,r ^ eet * * n Dalmatia however, under the command of 
Dalmatia. lfini 9 they take Kiklut and Klobukh , which laft they at- 
tempted the year before. The Serajlier , Soleyman Pajhd 9 
governor of Albania , endeavouring twice to recover the 
former, is both times repulfed : for which reafon, being ac- 
cufed of negligence to the Soft an, he is deprived of his poft, 
and fucccded by Elinas Mehemmed Pajkd , governor of Bofnia , 
lately fent from the Saray. • 

fhe Arabs /While the Othmdn arms are fuccefsful in all parts of £w- 
Ape 9 a new fedition breaks-out in AJia . Amir Mohammed i 
orte of the Arab princes, with fevcral thoufands of his coun- 
trymen, plunder and fpoil the karawan, going in pilgrimage 
to Mekka (K). 

Afterwards, augmenting the number of his troops, 
hebefieges Mekka itfelf: but, touched with reverence for 
the place, and the dread of facrilege, retires from before it. 
The Beglcrbcg of Sham (or Damajius), attended by the other 


( I ) Ricaut only fays, that 
the Venetians by furprize, with 
little difficulty, took the ifland 
in a few days ; that at firtt both 
the cattle and forts capitulated j 
and, on the^th of September 
1694, all was delivered* up. 
Laftly, that the Turks were 
(truck with a terrible confterna- 
tkm. at the news. 

(K) After the time of Selim I. 
40,000 gold crowns were paid 
yearly to the Arabs of the defarts 
between Damajkus, Bagdad , and 
Mekka ; by way of bounty un- 


der the denomination of Surreh 9 
as if paid them for fecuring the 
roads, but, in reality, to rettrain 
them from robbing the k^ra* 
wans. Now the Surtep not bo- 
ing fent for fome years, on ac- 
count of the Hungarian war, 
was the occafion of this attack. c 
But the mod illuttrious Khan of 
Tartary being taken among the 
pilgrims, the Arabs obliged him 
to carry their complaint Co the 
Soltdn } and he never retted till 
the arrears were paid. Cant . 


Pajbds 
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Pajh&s of thofe parts, is fent againft him : but the Sheykh 
defeats them all by a ftratagem, and puts them to flight P. 

Thk Amir Mohammed , in the foregoing paragraph, feems, 
from circumftanCes, to be the Amir mentioned before from 
Ricaut , who, about this time, fpeaks of the Sharif (L) be- 
ing in arms; and, having plundered a very rich city, he 
fays, that his army, which obferved exaft difcipline, was di- 
vided in two parts : that one divifion remained with the Sha- p r j 1 
rtf encamped between Mekka and Medftia ; the other in the t *p™ ce [ 
province of BafrSh 9 to oppofe the Pafbas on that fide, and 
cut : off all communication with Hdlcp , or Aleppo * At length, 
die Mufti, £rom*a fenfe of the empire’s low condition, wrote 
to the Sharif exhorting him, to peace ; declaring, that he 
could not, without betraying the Mufulman intereft, perfift in 
war againft the Soltan 9 at a time when the Othmdn empire 
was opprefled on all fides with enemies. This letter of the 
Mufti was feconded by exhortations from many Pafhds 9 Mol - *■ 
lahsy Kadis, Sheykhs 9 and other religious : even Kalailikos 
Ahmed PaflAi , who was fent with forces againft the Sharif 
became. an advocate for peace, making ufe of the pen inflead 
of the fword. Thefe admonitions, in behalf of religion, had 
fo good efieft, that firft, feveral Arab princes fell-off from 
their alliance with the Sharif ; and, at length, the Sharif h)m- 
fclf defifted from hoftilities. ' 

The year 1695 began with a terrible fire in Conjfantitioplc, Ahmed 
which confumed 4000 houfes and (hops : however prepara- dies. 
tions for war went on both by fea and land Mean time, the 
empire being furrounded with fo many enemies, and almoft 
intirely ruined, Soltdn Ahmed 9 in the year. 1 106, leaves (M) Hej.iio6, 
the world, having lived fifty years, and reigned four. 1695. 

• In his temper and difpofition, he intirely refembled his His cha- 
brother Soleyman, to whom in devotion he was a little infe- raficr 
rior ; but was of a fomewhat more lively, though not acute, 
genius. He liftened to the calumnies railed by his domeftick 
officers ; and, on their fuggeftions, often, for flight caufes, 
changed the moft important affairs. He affe&ed to appear a 
lover of juftice, though, by reafon of his ftupidity, he could 
not difeharge the funftion of a judge ; and believed every 
, thing which his friends, bribed by the contending parties, re- 
• prefented to him r . 

f 1 

p Cant. p. 391, & feqq. * Ricaut^uW fupr. r Cant. p. 

394 - 

(L) This mod be underflood (M) The 27th of January , 
of the prince of Mekka, who *169^. Ricaut puts it on the fame 
pretends to be a dcfccndam of day. 

Mohammed* ' 


RICAUT 
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A.D. It ICAUT gives a more advantageous character of him ; 
i&95* as that he was a very good-natured prince, who feared no 
hurt himfelf, nor intended harm to any body : that he was 
of a lively, free, jocund, humour ; being both a poet and a 
mufician, fo that he made verfes and fang them. He played 
well alfo on the Citem and KolofJ'eo after the Perfian manner. 
The fame author fays, that the caufe of his death 4as a 
great defluxion on the lungs ; that, in his laft agony, he de-‘ 
fired to fpeak to his brother Moftafa ; and that, Moftafa not 
being to be perfuaded to go to him, he oVdered him to be 
told all his defire was, that he wolild permit bis fon to live \ 
and ter fan * ar S e black eyes, a pale complexion, a pound fandy 

* ' beard, with a mixture of black; a ftrait and long nofe, a 

middle ftature, with a prominent belly, occafioned rather by 
the dropfy than fat l . 

CHAP. XXII. 

The Reign of Moftafa II. 

SECT. I. 

t Tranfattions to the Battle of OIafh.‘ 

22 Soltan A FTER Ahmed s death, the Wazir Sham Tarabolui Alt 
Moftafa. Pajhd attempts to fet afide Moftafa, eldeft fon pf Mo- 

hammed IV. as Kyoprili Moftafa Pajha had done on the death, 
of Sok&n Soleyman II. but not with the like fuccefs. To gain 
this point, he calls a council of the principal officers of Hate, 
and exhorts them* to place Ibrahim, the fon of Ahmed, a 
prince of three years .old, on the throne; alledging that it 
was unjuft to give the crown fnopi the fon of a Solt&n, who 
had died in poffeffion of it, to the fon of one who had been 
depofed. Thefe were his pretences : but his true reafon was, 
that he feared to lofe, under a prince of vigour, and verfed 
in affairs, as Moftafa was, that abfolute power over the ftate 
and army, which he had enjoyed under Ahmed, and hoped 
to continue, without danger or controul, under his infant fon. 
But, before he could gain the great men to his opinion, Ne- 
zir Aga, the Hazanddr Bafhi (N), informs Moftafa of his 

brother’s 

fa 

• Ricaut, ubi fupr. * Cant, ubi fupr. 

(N) Or keeper of die treafiire Aga , and continued fo the whole . 
depofited in the womens Sarsy. reign of Moftafa , with fo much 
He was foon after made Kiz!er authority, that the Waxirs fear- 
ed 
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brother’s death; and, releafing hifn from his confinement, A.D. 
calls on him to affume the Othm&n fceptre. # The prince rea- 1695. 
dily agrees to fuch grateful advice ; and, while the Waztr is y ■ — v — 
confulting about the eleftion of a Soltan , without his know- 
ledge afcends the throne, where he is firft faluted emperor 
by Chd&k Ahmed Aga ( 0 ), and Cherkies Mohammed Aga (P). 

% Tins eleftion being notified to the reft of the courtiers, it 
was extremely agreeable to them, and pll met to kifs the ™* Wazir - 
Soltan 9 s robe. Tbs IVazir himfelf, finding his defigns pre- 
vented by the domeftick officers, haftens, with an air of joy in 
his countenance, -to pay his devoir; and is prefented with a 
rdbe lined with fable* by the new emperor : who, diflembling 
his refentment, orders him to take care of the affairs ; and the 
third day after declares his intention to command the army in 
perfon againft the Germans ( QJ. He examines, orders, and 
difpofes, every thing ; appoints great cannon to be caft, and 
direfts the military preparations : nor was he unmindful of * 
his father’s faithful officers, difperfed in diftant countries ; 
thefe he rewards with new pofts. Among the reft, Elmas 
Mohammed Pq/ba( R), his father’s moft beloved chamberlain, 
is^ent for out of Bofnia , and firft made Nijhdnji Pajhd{ S), 


ed him. But, after Mojla/as 
depofition, the rebels laying on 
him the blame of all which had 
been done amifs, he was fent to 
Egypt . Cant* 

(O) Chalik fignifies maimed 
or wounded. He was Imrahor , 
but would never accept of a 
Pajhdlik . There, was another of 
the name, who was made Jani 
zar-Aga by the rebels under 
Ahmed III. — Cant, 

(P) He fucceeded ChaUk Ah 
tned Aga^ as Buyuk hnrahor , or 
greaj fword-bearer ; was after- 
wards Pajha of llalef ; then of 
Jerufalem ; and, laftly, Serajkier 
jof the Morea , as he now is . Cant . 

( QJ According to Ricant, on 
this occafion, there having been 
only puifes left in ihc trea- 
sury by Ahmed, the great offi- 
cers and Uiema were taxed ; the 
IVazir in a million and half, be- 
fides five millions in jewels. The 
queen mother advanced feven 


millions and a half in ready Sid- 
ney ; and half a million was 
taken from the widow of the 
late Soltan. 

(R) For his great beauty call- 
ed Elmas, or the diamond, by 
Soltan Mohavpmed IV. He was 
difcrcte, fober, and prudent, 
free from covetoufnef9 (a rare 
inftance among the Jurkijh no- 
bility), an4 a great lover'of ju- 
ftice; except when reafons of 
ftato obliged him to make away 
with rivals. Though not fo ex- 
perienced in war, as other old 
Pajhds, the deleft was fupplied 
by good natural .parts, and a 
wonderful quickncfs in execut- 
ing affairs. — Cant. 

(S) He who fets the Jura, 
mark, oj charaftcr, of the Sol- 
tan s name at the top of all the 
Per mam, or orders which are 
made. This is a very honoura- 
ble place. -~Cant. 


then 
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A. D. then Rekiub Kaymaykdm (T). By this means he gains fuch 
1695. a rcputacW, that the people revere him as a fun rifing from 
* — *%*—■* behind jroick cloud ; and the foldiers come voluntarily, of- 
fering themfelves to ferve under him the enfuing campaign. 
Puts him All things being ready, early in the fpring, he commands 
to death . the Waztr to encamp without Adrianople . Three days after, 
difguifing himfelf to know what was faid of him, afltl his 
minifters, by the foldiers, he finds, that they (till fuppofed* 
every thing to be difetted at pleafure by the Waztr, without 
his knowledge. As this increafed his refefitment againfl that 
great officer, he refolvjes to deftroy him and, perceiving, 
while he examines the warlike (lores, thjit the carriages of the 
larger cannon were not fufficiently ftrengthened with iron, 
fharply reprimands him. The Waztr , to clear himfelf, cads 
the blame on the Topchi Bajhi (U) : but this latter, in his 
own defence, declares, that the Waztr had refufed to give 
him the iron which was wanting. The Waztr not being 
able to deny this, Salt An Mofiafa orders him to be pur to 
death, and his body to be expoled for three days in the Sink 
Meyddn u , 

7<iMLip- He is fucceeded by Elmas Mohammed Pajbd before-men- 
paWl i- tioned, a perfon of moft acute genius, and worthy that dig- 
tul. niry ; but not without the murmurs of the old P afloat, who 
rffented that they fhould be commanded by a youth unex- 
perienced in affairs. However, Saltan Mojlafa, regardlefs of 
thefe murmurs, pafles the Danube (W), with his army, near 
Belgrade, and takes Lippa (X). Afterwards he reduces Titul, 
and demolifhes the walls of both places. Mean time, being 
informed by the Tatar fcouts, that Veterani, with 7000 Ger- 


* Cant, in Moftafa II. p. 395, Sc feqq. 


(T) That is, Deputy* Jlirrup - 
bolder , who is appointed to 
franfaft affairs when the iMktr 
is at war.— Cant. 

(U) Qverfeer of the cannon, 
and foldiers thereto belonging, 
with the Kofyb draft, or gunners. 
The powder, balls, and reft of 
the artillery, are under the care 
of the Jebeji Bajhi,— Cant. 

(W) He fet out the* 10th of 
Jan with an army of 50,000 
xndn, ordering, among other re- 
gulations, that no man ihould 
be ferved by boys, or ride into 
•uhivated grounds. Ricaut, 


(X) On the 7th of September 
1695, putting all the garrilbn 
to the (word : for the Turks hav- 
ing got a good way before, the 
eleftor of Saxony, who had a 
fomewhat ftronger army, n6t 
able to overtake them, on ac- 
count of the bad ways, after foim 
days march was obliged to turn 
back to his former cam p, # leav- 
ing the enemy at liberty to at- 
tack Lippa ; which they took by 
ftorm, after four hours defpe- 
rate engagement. Ricaut. 


mans 
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rhans from Tranftlvania , was within eight hours inarch of A. D. 
the imperial army, commanded by Frederick Auguftus (Y), 1695. 

eleflor of Saxony , he fends Mahmud Beg Ogli, Beglerbeg of 
//1, with the light-armed forces to intercept them, and 
follows haftily with the reft of his army. The fecond day 
he comes in fight of the Germans , who might be called the 
moil courageous troops which Germany ever produced : for, 
without any fign of fear, they halt ; and, in a manner, chal- 
lenge to battle the Turks, pouring upon them in prodigious 
numbers. 

MAHMUD $cg Ogli , though much fuperior inftrength, Veterani 
oilers his troops not po engage, but only keep the enemy in attacked. 
play till the arrival of the SoltAn , who immediately orders his 
Janizaries to attack them on all Tides. On the other hand, 
the imperial general, leaving two regiments to guard the 
camp, had drawn-out but 5000 men into the field ; who yet 
fo bravely fuftain the fliock of the Othmdns , that, after a ftiort 
oppofition, they are obliged to retire. The Soltan, perceiv- 
ing from a diftance fo unexpefted a flaughter of his men, in 
a rage advances ; and, killing feveral of the runaways with his 
own hand, urges the reft to renew the fight. The Turks, ex- 
cited by the ftiame of their repulfe, parting by the left wing 
of the Germans, attack their camp furrounded with parriag^ 
and break into it, though with confiderable lofs. Vetcram, 
feeing this, leads back his troops ; and, falling on the plun- 
derers, makes a greater flaughter than before. 

Hereupon the Turks again fly without flopping, till met //;, brave 
by the Soltan : who, feeing Shahin Mohammed Pajha , re- drjlucc, 
proaches him in thefe terms ; " He was guilty of a great error 
“ who called thee Shahin, that is, the falkon, fince thou doeft 
“ not, like a falkon \yith rapacious talons, ftrike at thy ene- 
“ my’s head ; but, like a cfane, draw after thee a company 
“ of fugitives.” Shahin, flung with thefe expreflions, rallies 
with Mohammed Beg the flying troops ; and, refolving to 
conquer or die, makes a third attack upon the Germans. The 
Jani^ar-Aga, reprimanded by the Wazir , does the like by 
the difperfed Janizaries . Thus the fight, being renewed, 
continues for feveral hours with great ardor ; add the Ger- 
mans would probaby have withftood all their efforts, if Fete- 

(Y)«Called by the Turks, take the Turks it Llppa ; but 
Haal Kiran , or the horfe-Jhoe they, being reinforced with 
breaker , on account of his won- 6000 Tatars, were marched to- 
derful ftrength when young, wards Tranfihania to attack Vc* 

CW.— -The elector was aa- ter ant in his camp, where he 
vanced again, in hopes to over- . had 6500 men. Ricaut . 

Mod. Hist. Vol. XIII. G 


rant 
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A. D. rani. had not, in the heat of the battle, been obliged by a 
i$95. wound (Z) to quit his horfe, and get into a waggon for, on , 
fight of this, the imperialifts deflitute of a commander, re* 
tire. 


and re- 
treat. 


The Poles 
quiet . 


However this retreat was performed in fo good order, 
that Sqltdn Mojlafa, perceiving it dangerous by pursuit to 
drive fuch valiant hearts to defpair, privately orders the 
Mufti, by fome means, to keep the Othmhn army in the camp< 
This that prelate efiefts by a Fetvah , declaring, That it is 
contrary to the precepts of the Koran to purfue too clofely a fly- 
ing enemy ; and that he would lofe the crown of martyrdom , 
who Jhould perijh in fuch a cafe . And indedd the Saltan had 
many important reafonsfor reftrainingliis foldiers from any 
farther engagement ; flnce the death of 1000 horfe and 1500 
foot, flain on the enemy’s part, had been revenged by the 
flaughter of the chief officers of the army (A), with about 
10,000 common foldiers. The Saltan therefore, leaving the 
Germans to make a fecure retreat, leads back his forces to- 
wards the Danube . In this march he takes Logujb and Ka - 
ranfebes, places deflitute of defence (B); and, demolifhing 
them, returns triumphant through Walakhia (C) to Conjianti- 
nople . On the other hand, Frederick duguftus, having rather 
fliwn his troops to the enemy, than led them to battle, with- 
out any trophies, fends them into winter-quarters. 

The Poles, either on account of the king’s indifpofition, 
or deterred by their former Ioffes, do not venture to re-enter 
Moldavia this campaign ; content with having fecured their 
conquefls, and defended iheir borders from the perpetual in- 
curfions of the Tatars. Thefe never failed every year to lay- 


(Z) He was Ihot through the 
body jvith a muflcet-ball, and 
cut over the head with a Time- 
ter, of which wounds he died. 
All hi6 men were cut to pieces, 
having had to deal with 1 8,000 
Janizaries, and 40,000 Spabi's. \ 
Ricaut . 

(A) Mabtoud Beg Ogli , Beg- 
lerbeg of Rum Hi 5 Shahtn Me- 
hemed Pajhd ; Ibrahim Pajhd , 
brother of Kojah Jafer Pajhd , 
and other* of the firft rank. 

(B) According to Ricaut , the 
Se/tdn, for thele exploits, got 
great efteem among his great 
men;, although nothing could 
be afcribcd to his experience. 


nor did he give any great indi- 
cation of bravery : for in all ac- 
tions he kept at a diftance, and 
out of mufket-fhot, yet he wrote 
feveral letters to his .mother, 
and feveral Pajhas, extolling his 
allions, and declaring, that he 
had flain 10,000 Germans , and 
taken 3000 prifoners. 

(C) In palling through Wa-* 
lakhia, ftr® difcipline was keprf 
A Tatar was hanged for taking 
a kid by force; and tw & Turks 
for robbing a bee-hive. The 
Soltdn flopped a while about Wid- 
din , and croffed the Danube of- 
polite to Niiopolis. 

wafie 
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waftc Podptiarmi Pokutia , as far a$ Leopold and take the , A. D. 
inhabitants prifoners, who confided too much in the Polijb 169;. 
arms : nay the winter was hardly over, when Kaplan Gyeray* v 
Khan of Krim aflaulted the very fuburbs of that city, carried* 
off four pieces of cannon from the very gate, and returned 
with above 14,000 prifohers ; having been within ar little of 
‘ feizing general Tablonow/ii himfelf (D). Peter I. Czar of 
Ruffia, with a defign intirely to deftroy this peft, in the be- 
ginning of fummer attacks Azak (or Afofi)* the flrongeft bul* 
wark o i;Krtm Taftnry : but his fddiers, not being yet ufed 
to fieges, he was forced to retire (E) without fuccefe. 

The war was carried-on moft luccefsfully this year againft Venetian* 
tlTe Venetians (F), ♦ho, flulhed with their conqueft of affairs . 
Khios (C), claimed the dominion of the lea ; and the Turkijh 
(hips not daring to appear, frequent confultations were held 
at the Porte , for the reftoration of their naval power. In 
thefe Mezzo Morto (H), at that time no more than the com- 

mander ■ 


(D) Meant inferts a letter of 
the Polijb general himfelf, who 
ghto a different account, viz, 
that, the 10th of February 1605, 
Zabas (or Sbabaz) Gberey , Ion 
of the Khan, encamped with 
70,000 Tatars in the plains of 
Crakovian Leofolis , with defign 
to plunder, and carry, off Haves, 
which they did for eight days ; 
that next day the general, ga- 
thering only 3000 men, making 
a Tally to fecure the fuburbs, 
was attacked by the enemy,, 
who ffrove to force the outworks 
fortified only with hedges, and 
a wall of mats ; but, after x 3 
defperate^attacks in four hours, 
were vpulfed with great (laugh- 
ter < that they then got between 
them and the city, with de- 
fiffi to keep the Poles employ- 
ed on that fide, while they 
broke through the hedge on , 
the othCr fide ; but, after two * 
hours afiault, were repulfed with 
great lofs, though the number 
was unknown. Of the Poles 
only 100 were killed. Next 


day the Tatars marched home- 
ward. 

(E) According to Ricaut, the 
Ruffians took Afof after 57 da*$ 
fiege, the Khan of Krim arriving 
there 2 days after the furrend'er. 

(F) They however have fuc- 
cefs in the Moria , from whence 
a ftrong party of them advance 
as far as Thebes j wher\, after 
giving the Turks an intire de- 
feat, they ravage all the coun- 
try, and carry-off a great booty, 
befides a vail number of prifo- 
ners. Ricaut . 

(G) It is, by th t Turks* celled 
Saiis* which fignifies Maffick* 
becaufe the ifiand abounds with 
it. It is commonly named Scig. 
by Europeans, 

(Hj Mezzo pronounced Met* 
zo . — — An African , born of 
Moorijh parents, famous for his 
piracies when young, from Tu - 
nis . Being,fo grievoufly wound- * 
ed in a fight, wherein he was 
taken by die Spaniards* that his 
life was defpaired of, he got the 
nafae of Medzo Morto , or half 
G 2 dead* 
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mandcr of a fingle (hip, fnade a figure : for, being fent for 
to the council, he not only advifed them againft a defenfive 
war, which the majority was inclined to, but undertook to 
recover Khios himfelf with four Sdltdnas only, and eight gal- 
lies. The admiral, Amujeh Ogli Haffeyn Pajha, at this pro- 
pofal, treats him with contempt, as a prefumptuous rafti man ; 
and even adds threats to his reprimand. But the Serajkier 
Mefrli Ogli (I), who had the chief dire&ion of the war 
againft the Venetians , approving of his fcheme, delivers to 
him the (hips which he wanted w , » * 

With thefe Mezzo Morto £tils for Khios t followed foon 
after by the whole Turkijb fleet ; and, after taking two of 
the Venetian fliips, appointed for defence of the* haven, ob- 
liges the reft to fly (K). The garrifon, who before contemned 
the Turks , on fight of this defeat, quite lofe their courage. 
They never imagined, that the Turkijb fleet, fo often defeated, 
could be repaired fo foon ; or that there was any perfon 
among the enemy able to teach them the art of naval war : 
fo that, trufting folely to their fleet, they had taken no care to 
fortify their city. And, as their whole bufinefs there had been 
to ftiut up the Greek churches, and commit other violences in 
breach of their faith ; fo $ow finding themfelves unable 4 ' to 
defend the place againft fo numerous an army, they turn their 
rfefentment againft their fellow-citizens; and, calling them 
traitors, refolve to plunder and kill them. The Greeks , fee- 
ing themfelves in this dangerous fituation, endeavour to miti- 
gate the fury of their tyrants, and incline them to mercy, by 
giving them ftrong proofs of their fidelity : but, finding the 


w Cant. ubi fupr. p. 397, & feqq. 


dead. % After 17 years imprifon- 
ment, he was redeemed, and 
fell to his old trade with great 
fuccefs. For his fervices at 
Khios , he was made captain of 
a galley; and, when the Sol - 
tan was going to confer on him 
the honoui*of admiral and [Va- 
zir> with 3 Tugs , he was allow- 
ed to retain his failor’s habit. 
When urged by the other Wa- 
xirs to lay it afide? he laid, 
the Turkijh drefs did not fuit 
with failors, and that fine cloaths 
were the greateil reproach to a 
mariner : fo that, ftnee then, all 


«the admirals and captains of 
fhips have worn the fea-habit. 
He intruded the failors' and 
marine forces in the art of fight- 
ing at fea. Cant . * 

(I) Next to Kojin Jajfer for 
bravery. He was fo called as be- 
ing the fon of Egyptian parents. 
Cant . 

(K) Ricaut fays, they were 
worfted in two engagements at 
fea, to the great wonder of Eu - 
rope, and lofs of their reputa- 
tion ; and that the Turks , had 
they followed their blow, might 
havedeftroyed the whole fleet. 

caluJnnies 
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calumnies of their accufers prevail againft them, for want of A. D. 
a better remedy, they inform the Serajiier of the danger 1695, 
they are in. * 

That general, imagining this to be a ftratagem of thef keydefirt 
Venetians to prevent a fudden attack, defers undertaking the Khios. 
fiege of Khios ; and fo gives the Venetians time, after plun- 
dering the inhabitants and* churches, to embark with their 
effefls on board the (hips remaining in th£ harbour (L). Next 
day the Serajkier? acquainted with the flight of the Venetians , 
takes the city ; and, dragging-out from their lurking places, 
fuch as their (hips could not contain, puts them to death, 
rfe likewife conftraiiTs thofe Khians, who had turned Ro- 
manifls , either to conform to the Greek church, or fubmit to 
captivity ; and, reftoring to the Greeks the churches taken 
from them, (huts-up thofe of the iMtins (M) : thus retaliate* 
iilg on the’latter all the afts of tyranny which they had ex- 
ercifed on the former (N). Nor was their misfortune much 
alleviated by a viftory gained by them near Argos, in which 
400 Turks were faid to have been (lain. 

In Arabia, the rebel Sheykh Amir Mohammed is defeated The Arabs 
bf the pilgrims guarded by Arjlcm PaJhJ, governor of T ri- djeated. 
foli, with fome troops ; and that dangerous wound of fhc 
Othmdn empire healed for a time. Solttin Mojlafa , on hfs „ . 

return to Adrianofle, folemnizes, with great pomp, thefe vie- 
tories, as fo many happy omens of his reign ; and appoints ^ 
Mezzo Morto , by whofe conduft he had recovered Khios > 1696." 


(L) Ricaut only fays, that all 
things being put in a con Verna- 
tion at Scio, from the two defeats 
fuifered by the fleet, the Veneti- 
an commanders moft (hamefully 
abandoned the ifland in the 
night ; leaving fome troops, who 
were abroad to guard the ifle, 
to b<* made (laves of. 

• (M) When Med%o Morto had 
taken the ifland, the Latins 
# earneftly defired the fame pri- 
vileges from whence they had 
excluded the Greeks: but the 
latter •reprefenting, that they 
could not be fafe,' while mixed 
with the Latins , who had lately 
betrayed the totfn, and would* 
do fo again ; the Sohdn, on the 
Kdfudan Pajhas report, con- 
demns them all to the gallics. 


and their effe&s to be diftri- 
buted among the Greeks . Nor 
could the French ambaflador get 
them exempted from thejgallies 
upon a ay other condition, but 
that they (hould renounce the 
Romijh , and profefs the Greek % 
religion ; fo that at prefent there 
is not the lead flgn of a papilt 
in Khios.— Cant. 

(N) According* • to Ricaut , 
they hanged up tour ; two of 
whom were deputies appointed 
to proted the Romijh religion. 
Some however efcaped with 4a 
of the chief families, who left 
all their pofleilions and move- 
ables behind them : by which 
revolution the Greeks gained a 
full afeendant over the Latins . 

G 3 high 
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A. D.* high admiraL He likewife rewards the reft, who had diftiu- 
1696. • g'uifhed tfiemfelves in this campaign ; while the Turks in ge- 
neral animated 1 by their late fucceflcs, on ifluing his com- 
mands for ratling a more numerous army, lift themfelves vo- 
luntarily in great numbers. But, before he had made the 
neceflary preparations for the field, Frederick Augvjlus , elec- 
tor of Saxony, at the end of thfe year 1 107, befieges Temefr 
i war with tha-impeaial army. The Saltan, on this news, haftes 
to its relief; on whofe approach the Gemans abandon the 
enterprise, and encamp eight hours diftance from that city, 
with a refolution to wait for the Othmdns. 

TVTurks The Olhm&ns foon after come-up, a«d, pitching their terits 
attacked ; in fight of the enemy, by advice of Tekeli, who attended on 
the Salt An, fortify their camp wifh ftrong ramparts, as well 
as wide and deep trenches 5 a method unufual with the Turks . 
The night following the imperial general refolves on a bold 
attempt, which would have been very glorious, if crowned 
with fuccefs. There lay between the two camps a place full 
of briars, furrounded with a marfhy ground, fcarce an Ita- 
lian mile over ; but, fo thick, that a perfon unarmed could 
not pafs through it. Here, he orders 24 different paths to 'be 
cu* ; and, at day-break, the army, with as many cannon, to 
march through, and attack the Turkijb ramparts. The fol- 
diers execute thefe orders with great bravery ; and, having 
difeharged their artillery three or four times, make a vigorous 
affault on the Saltan's camp : but, unluckily for the imperi- 
alifts, they happened upon the ftrongeft part of it, where 
the Janizaries , and Mefrli with his Egyptians , were polled. 
For all this, they penetrated their trenches, and made a great 
(laughter, 'Which* ftruck fuch a terror into the whole army, 
that the Saltan himfelf left his tj*nt 9 and retired to the far- 
theft part of the camp: but foon after they are overpowered 
by numbers, and repulfed with great lofs of men, befides their 
24 cannon. 

andGt r- This viflory was chiefly owing to the Wazlr Etmas Mo - 
mans re - Jammed Pajhd, who firft, with his men, Hopped the fury pf 
puijed* the Germany nowpreffing to the Saltin' s pavilions; and, by 
his example, encouraged the Janizaries , thrown into the ut- 
moft cohfufion by the fudden irruption of the enemy. Af- 
ter the Germans had given way, they were intirely routed by 
- the Bojlaiyi (O) ; who, though defigned only for the Salt An's 
. . guard, 

(O) Or gardeners, inftituflftd tore of gardens, they might be 
with a view, that, while they, , accnftomed to heat, cold, and 
exercifed themfelves in the Cift- other feverities of the weather j 

and* 
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guard, and never employed before in any military fervice, A. D. 
were, in this danger, fent by Mojlafa to affift the Janizaries . 1694 

However there were flain, on the fide of the Turks , Mojlafa - 
Pajbd, governor of Temifwar , the Waztr' s brother, and many 
other officers of note, befides feveral thoqfand Janizaries 
and Egyptians. Of the Germans , thofe only were killed who 
% were found in the trenches. Tlje reft of the army flood the 
whole day in order of battle, expe&ing the Othmdns : but the 
Solt&n, content wfch the prefent vifiory,, orders the MAfti, by 
a Fetvah, to prohibit any farther engagement ; and a few days 
after, marching eaft ward, puts an end to the campaign x . 

* As our ftllorians are filent with regard to the Germans cut- Turks 
ting roads thro’ the bufties, fo they mention other circumftances ho<w foft- 
of moment not related by the Turks. According to them, the ed. 
eleftor of Saxony , on the 30th of N. S. marched from 

his camp at Olafch ; and, having given out, that he defigned 
to befiege Temefwar , the Turks palled the Danube in order A. D. 
to obferve his motions. On the 20th of September the elettor i6 9 ^- 
advanced, and repulfed fome of the enemy’s cavalry with 
confiderable flaughter ; and next day was informed, by a 
Chaujb taken prifoner, that the Janizaries were advantage- 
oufly pofted on the right fide of a morafs, their quarters 
reaching to the banks of the Temes : that another body of 
them encamped to the left, along the banks of the brook Bege, 
againft which place their cannon was pointed, as being the 
only paflage for an eijemy to'come at them ; and that their 
camp was fo well fortified on all fides, that they were not to 
be attacked without much difficulty and danger. 

To invite the imperialifts to a battle, the Turks, on the Battle of 
24th, faUied out of their intrenchments, and, in two' hours Olafch. 
time, made other lines, whqre, having planted their artillery, 
the cannonading began brifkly on both fides. On the* 26th, 
they advanced in order of battle ; and having, under cover 
of bulhes, fhrubs, and fome trees, ported themfelves between 
Temefwar and the imperialifts, the latter marched dire&ly to 
fttecR them : but they were fo fortified with the bulhes and 

* Cant, p. 400, & feqq. 

and fo become fitter to beat the iidjft,,the Bofdnji are employed 
fatigues of war. From them .only to £uard the Soltan's pa- 
were formerly chofen the Aza- ' face, drefs his gardens, and 
fS , or furious, the lOweft ki|kl row his barge, They are com- 
of foldiery ; and out of.thefe mended by. an officer, called 
the Janizaries. . Bijt theft ftft- Bo Bajhi, and never were 
ter being now recruited out of uted before this a&iori, as fol- 
their own Tons, and fuch as will diers to repel an enemy. Cant , 

G 4 ditches. 
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A. D. ditches, that it was difficult to come at then). They had alfo 
1696. a bog behind them, and a marih on their left, befides three 
V"V*V ranks of waggons chained together in the front ; fo that the 
attack feemed almoft imprafticable : however the generals be- 
ing refolved upon it, at five in the evening fix battalions of 
foot, fuftained by two regiments of dragoons under general 
Heujler , marching into the bafhes, charged the Turks in flank, 
whom they galled exceedingly with their fire, 

V he armies The enemy’s horfe hereupon advanced, andpharging the im- 
jigbt perial line with great fury, 1 200 of their bdlt horfe broke thro’ 
two Saxon battalions, notwithftanding their brave refiftance. 
But lieutenant-general Zinzendorf, with fome regiments of 
horfe belonging to the fame line, beat tTiem back, and again 
clofed the line with Saxon battalions ; after which he attacked 
the Janizaries in their intrenchments, and beat them back 
from their poll . For all this, the enemy’s foot being reinforced, 
and their horfe taking the Germans in the flank, they were 
obliged to retire ; only two regiments of dragoons, commanded 
by the young prince of Vaudemont advanced to fuftain them, 
and repulfed the Turki/b horfe. But the Janizaries return- 
ing to the charge, the dragoons fuffered very much by their 
' fire, officers as well as foldiers ; when general Heujler , bring- 

ing*-up another regiment to their affiftance, beat back the ene- 
my to their intrenchments, although he was himfclf danger- 
, oufly wounded, 

with <va- Mean time another body of Turki/b horfe charged a body 
rious fuc - of Germans on the fecond line, who received them in fuch a 
cefs ; manner as gave a check to their fury. Then Rofes, advancing 
with the horfe of the fame line, drove them back, and pur- 
fued them about nine Hungarian miles ; at what time viftory 
began to declare in favour of the imperialifts ; and that ge- 
neral had orders to give over the purfuit, However fome 
Other fquadrons of horfe followed them t© their entrench- 
ments ; from whence the Turks made fo fierce a fire, both 
with great and (mail fhot, that they were forced to retire, 
and were purftied by the enemy’s horfe, who put into difor- 
dcr another of the imperial regiments which fell in their way. 
Rofcs, obferving this, advanced with the regiment of Caprara y 
and, charging the enemy in flank, cut-off above 1000 of 
them, 

Hereupon the whole lin$ marched forward, and pulhed 
the^i/rto into their tfenches ; where they were in fuch a con- 
fternation, that the Soltan himfclf, with much difficulty, ob- 
liged them to keep their ground, and defend their entrench- 
ments, killing feveral, who would have fled, with hid own 
hand* 

At 
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At length the approach of night put an end to-the-batde, A. D; 
which the imperialifts would have renewed the next day, but 1 697.' 
that the Turks had lb fortified their camp before morning, as v ■"> * 4 
to have rendered it almoft impregnable. The.imperialifts loft their loffit. 
here a great many men, befides feveral brave officers ; parti- 
cularly general Heufler , and major-general Poland, died of 
their wounds : they likewife loft fome cannon in the heat of 
•the aition, becaufe their carriages were Ihot to pieces. On 
the other hand, t|ie Turks had above 8000 men killed, accord- 
ing to the report of a Pajbd taken prifoner in the battle r. . 

The Poles , befides their ufual flownefs, were prevented Ruffians 
this year fre^n railing an army, by the death of John Sobiefii, take Afof. 
after a long illnefs, on the 17 th of Zilkaadeh (P) ; whence en- 
fued the cabals, which attend the eleilion of a new king of 
that nation. Mean time Peter, Czar of RuJJia, ailifted by 
officers and gunners brought from Germany, with a larger 
and better difeiplined army than the year before, allaults Azdk 
(or Afof) with fuch vigour, that .the garrifon, after being 
reduced to 400, furrendcred the Caftle on the 1 8th of Zilha- 
j eh ( QJ : and their example is foon followed by thofe of the 
caftle of Luttikh oppofite to it. 

* While the Ruffians prevail on this fide, the Venetians be- Venetian 
liege Dulcineum, a port famous for the refort of the Turiifb affairs. 
pirates ; but are obliged by the garrifon to raife the liege, af- 
ter they had bravely repulfed Omer Beg Pafbd of Arnaud from 
their trenches : although, it is likely, they would have re- 1 

ceived a notable defeat, had not Liberakhi, prince of Mania , 
drawn his countrymen by a ftratagem to revolt, fo that the 
OthmUn forces being thus weakened, the jSerq/iier thought 
fit to retreat. The Venetians, on the other hand, content 
with defending their former acquifitions, apply themfelves to 
repair Hexamilion (R), in order to fecure the Morea by land. 

At fea, Mezzo Morto, Kapud&n Pajbd, regulates the fleet, 
in a manner before unknown to the Turks ; avoids engaging, 
as his predeceflors ufed, without regard to wind or fituation ; 
and watches all the motions of the Venetians : who, (truck 
with admiration at his conduit, dare, not hazard an engage- 
ment ; fo that nothing memorable was performed on either 
• fide t)ie whole year. 

• 7 Ricxvt, inMoftafall. 

(P) June 6, 1697. built acrofs the Ifihmus of Ko- 

( QJ The 6th .of July, rintb, with a town not far off to 
(R) A wall fix miles long, the fouth-weft. 


MQSTAFA, 
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A .0,, ; M OSlfAFA* having led back, and dilbanded, his army 

*697. at Adrfanopk, removes to his other capital, which he enters 
v^v^j with as much pomp as if his viftories had been far fuperior to 
MoAafaV thole of the conquerors of Conjiantinopie , Hungary , and 
trmmfh. Egypt (S). Yet the greateft ornament of this triumph was 
the 24 pieces of cannon taken from the Germans near Temef- 
l»ar 9 followed 1 by feveral noble captives taken in the formej 
battle aghinft Veterani ; On the third day after thil publick 
entry, the Soltan vilits the monument of Abu Aydb AnfAri 9 
where he is girt with a fword by the Sheykh of that Jdmi \ 
Ferfian On the ift of November , an ambaflador from Perfia (T) 
embajja - arrives at Conjiantinopie, and, on the vth, makes his ently 
dor. into Adrianobhy in great pomp, with a retinue of 150 per- 
fons ; and had audience of the Soltan . The buiinefs of his 
embafly was to get Babek SoleymAn Bey removed from his go- 
vernment of Kardmania 9 on account of his unquiet difpofi- 
tion ; to have a place alfigned' the Perfians to pray in the tem- 
ple of Mekka , leparate from other nations ; and that prece- 
dence might be given in the Holy-Land to the Armenian pa- 
triarchs, before others of the Chriflian fe&s who were fub- 
jefts of the king of Perfia . After 2 5 days fray, the ambaffii- 
dor was anfwercd, that Bdbek, being an hereditary prince, 
codld not be removed without breach of the law : that the 
temple of Mekka being hdly, and free alike to all Mohamme- 
dans , no feparate plate could be afligned in it to the Perjians : 
lafrly, that, in the. time of the Waztr Mojiafa Pujha , the pre- 
eminence in the Holy-Land had been given to the Franks , in 
fo folemn a manner, that it cbuid not be taken away or vio- 
lated. Indeed, at? his requeft, a place of devotion at Balata 
in Conjiantinopie was reftored to the fubjefts of Perfia , as 
having formerly belonged to the Armenians ; but, after his 
departure, it was taken away, and the Armenian commifla- 
ry could find no' redrefs a . 

The ceremonies before-mentioned being over, the Soltan 
applies himfelf wholly to Warlike preparations, orders 36 

* Cant, p.402, Scfeqq. • Ricaut* ubi fupra. 


(S) Ricaut fays, they did ndt 
brag there much of their fuc- 
cefs this year, although they 
had, in reality, withitood a 
greater force of the Chriftians 
than for many years before: 
which they, in a peat meafiire, 
aferibe to the valour of the Sol- 
tin himfelf. 


(T) This muft be underltood 
to have been fent by Shah Se- 
lim II. otherwife called Suley- 
man HuJJeyn, who fucceeded his 
father Shah Selim I. fon of Shah 
Abbas 11. in 1694, and wa? de- 
throned, in 17*2, by Mahmud r 
fbh of Mir Vaexy or lVeis % com- 
moaly called Miriweis. 
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large fhips of war to be built, defigmng part of diem agalnft A. 0 . 
the Venetians, and part againft the Ruffians (who, fracfe die 1696. , 
taking of Az&k (V), had begun to raife a fleet in die Buxine v — v dl 
fea), with a great number of gallies and galliots. He honours p rt p ara 
Mezzo morto, the admiral, habited in a mariner’s drefe, with t iom for 
three Tfigs, and gives him the command of the whole fea, war. 
with the iflands in it. He likewife beftows handfeme rewards 
*on the reft of the fea officers, who had # diftinguilhed theffl- 
felves in former-expeditions. To fupply his army, he eijrolls 
12,000 Tamaghi Janizaries (U), and 8,000 LevendifW) ; 
exercifes daily the foldiers and courtiers in KyctghAz Kha- 
Iteb (X) in the ufe charms ; and having publifhed a Feman, 
orders the whole ftrength of the empire to be aflembled at 
Mr'tanople about Hcdrelez b , {or St. George’s day). To en- 
able him to do all thefe things, his firft care was to pro- 
vide money, by laying taxes on the people and employments. 

He likewife made a new regulation in the coin, never thought 4u rr , t jj t 
of by any of his predeceflors, and unprecedented in any coun- coin. 
try except in England the year before; which was, that all the 
pieces of gold and filver current through the Othm&n empire 
fbould be ftamped with his own name. In confequence of this 
the French five &>/-pieees, Venetian Chekms, and Dutch lion dol- 
lars, many millions of which had been imported, in a tew 
years, were carried to the mint; and when recoined were de- A. D. 
livered out for bullion, or other coin. Ho likewife reduced *697. 
the charges of officers as much as conveniendy could be : 
among tlje reft TekeU’s penfion fuffered a great retrench- 
ment, no more than five dollars a day being allowed for the 

u 

b Cant, p.403. & feq. 

(V) This feems to confirm ing them for that dm e zf 

Ricaut's account, that Afof was lars. It is the only branch of 

taken at the time when the the Turkijb militia wherein ChrU 
Turkijb hiftorians fay the fiege Ilians are admitted. Cant . . 
was raifed. ^ (X) That is, the paper $ op, 

. (y) Thofe nfwly lifted , or or houfe ; fo called from pape* - 
taken . occafionally out of the mills formerly tfere ; now 3 
Jehe}i» pr other new troops.— foundery for ammunition. Tie 
Cant' . ; * a very pleafant place, near the 

(Wj - 2 L corruption of feme fuburbs of Ayub. In the area- 
Italia* word. It denotes the dowe about it the Soltan'shvrfa 
marine forces ; a di {orderly kind graze in fpring and the ijpid 
of men : but brbught under of its river has fupplfyd ConjUn- 
fome regulation by Mezzo Mor - tinople with very good brinks 
to. They are 14,000 in time and tiles, wbifch have bfceh ufed 
of peace. In wafr the Sbft&n in the betiding* erefted therfc 
raifes any number for ^months, for fo many ages. Otter; / 1 

* jualu* 
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A. D. maintenance of himfelf, his confort, and retinue ; only to 
,*^97 * help them, they were licenfed to fell wine, which was at that 
time prohibited. Accordingly the prince fet up a wine-cel- 
lar within the Greek liberties, where he followed the vintner’s 
trade to great advantage. 

French The French prefuming on the obligations which the Porte 
•vanity, had to them, grew very imperious ; of which we meet with 
an infiance in the cafe of the Pajbd of Kayro's Bankier, the 
moft confiderablc Jew in Egypt . This Jew being complained 
of by the French conful in that city, for being wanting in fome 
punctilio of refpeft which he claimed to himfelf, Chateau - 
neuf, the ambaffndor, made fuch a noife about if, ■threatening 
to depart home, if fatisfaftion was not given, that the IVazir 
thought fit to fend for the Jew from Egypt, and imprifon 
him. However, foon after the French influence began much 
to decline, when the court came to difeover that they were 
bufy in making peace with all the confederate powers then 
at war with them , although, at firft, the ambaflador confi- 
dently denied it. 


Rebellion 
in Afia. 


Moftafa 
fet s for - 
•ward. 


SECT. II. 

Battle of Zenta, and Panic of the Turks. 

I T 1 HE Solt&n all the while was very intent on preparing for 
* the campaign : but the troops of Afia were detained by 
the progrefs which the rebels made in that part of the em- 
pire ; where they were grown fo powerful, that they were for- 
bidden by proclamation to tranfport themfelves into Europe , 
on penalty of having their houfes demolifhed, their Ti- 
mars and Ziamets deftroyed, with all the lands they held of 
the Soltan . Thcfc menaces fo incenfed them, as being fol- 
diers, that they cut off the ears ,and nofes of ail they took 
prisoners ; and in that condition fent them to Conjlantinopk . 
However, foon after, the Soltan promifing them a general 
pardon, 10,000 deferted the caufe, and came to ferve him in 
his war. 

MQSTAFA was now at Sofia in his march to Hungary, 
where the imperialifts had been forced to raife the fiege of 
Bihacz ; ancl though for want of recruits from feveral parts 
he had not above 40,000 men, yet he was refolved.to pro- 
ceed. He was fo well pleafed alfo on hearing the prince of 
Conti was elefted king of Poland , that he ordered the Pazlr 
to write Tekeli word that he had declared him king of Hun- 
gary ; and at the fame time fent him his commiflion, with a 
letter fuperfcribed£W<i Majjar Krali ; To the king of Hungary . 
This mifcrable prince was gone to the baths of Prvfa , or 
Burfa , in Anatolia , for the benefit of his health ; and though 
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he was then grievoufly affliftcd with the gout and palfey, A. D. 
was hurried away in a waggon by the Ckaujh, without the 1697. . 
leaft regard either to his dignity or indifpofition. At length v 
the Soltan marched to join the forces already in Hungary c . 

But it is time now to return to the Turkijh hiftorians. 

The Soltan relying on this military force, though informed Marches 
that the king of France had concluded the war with the em- to Bel- 
«peror, yet rejcfts the peace offered by the Englijh and Dutch grade 
ambafladors, boafting that he was alonoable not only to re- 
prefs but fubdub* him. Towards fummer therefore he 
marches his troops to Belgrade , where, on muttering his 
army, he fiijds it, to confift of 135,000 men; befides the fa- 
milies and fervants t>f the Pajhds (a very great number of 
which attend the camp), with a multitude of other ufelefs 
perfons. To this fjhong army the emperor had only op- 
pofed 46,000 Germans , under the command of prince Eugene 
of Savoy , with orders not to attack the Turks, or engage in 
battle without compulfion ; but only to guard Peterwaradin , 
and the other fortrefies of Hungary iituate on the Danube . 

The Turks having extorted this intelligence from thepri - againjl the 
foners by [torture, it is refolved in council to avoid the Ger - Germans. 
rflatis encamped at Segedin , and penetrate into Tranfilvania . 

This advice was given by Tekeli, who alledged that it would 
be eafy to fubdue that country, both becaufe the emperor’s 
general had drained the garrifons of their men, and thfc Hun- 
garian rebels, aflemblcd to the number of 50,000, offered 
to join the Othmdn troops. The army, having pafled the 
Danube , was ordered to move towards Temefwar : but in 
his fecond day’s march, hearing that the. imperialifts were 
advanced to Titul, he again calls a council, wherein it was 
determined to attack the enemy, left while the Soltan was 
in Tranfilvania they ftiould take Belgrade ; and by defeating 
them, lay all Hungary open to the Turki/Ij arms. To put 
this defign in execution, the Soltan orders his fleet to mount 
the Danube to the mouth of the Teijfe , and marches his land 
forces towards Titul. 

Aean time, the Germans , though but 6000 horfe, per- ^Turks 
ceiving the approach of the Turks from the high mountain wafted. 

# on which that fortrefs ftands, to prevent their paftage, for- 
tify its banks with ramparts and cannon. The Soltan, per- 
ceiving himfelf braved by fo fmall a body, orders feveral Pd- 
jhds to crofs the river in open boats (Y); promifing to the fol- 

« 

c Ricaut, ubifupr. 

(Y) Called Dumba, which the for the foundation of bridges 
Turks carry in waggons to ferve run over ri/ers. 

diers 
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A.D. diers 50 gold crowns for 'every German taken alive, and 25 
1697. for fevery head. Not knowing that the banks were fortified^ 
they pals over without any order : but when feveral thoufands 
of them were gotten on the other fide, and their number 
began to encreaie, the Germans , who were quiet at firft, dif- 
charge their cannon among the thickeft of them, and mount- 
ing their ramparts attack them fword in hand. The Jani- 
zaries, terrified with the unexpected noife of the cannon*- 
and taking to flight* three thoufand of them were flam : nor 
could one have efcaped, if the fleet had no£"luckily come up 
in' the nick of time, and feized the ifle in the middle of the 
Teijfe ; by which means the Janizaries crofs the river lower 
down, and then march in a body agaiftft the enemy’s ram- 
parts. Hereupon a fecond but (lighter engagement enfues .* 
for the Germans feeing the Janizaries continually encreafe, 
to avoid being opprefled by numbers, retire firft to the city, 
and thence to the plain of Mbbila (Z). In the evening fome 
Hayduks , who flayed behind, fet fire to the caftle, and then 
follow their companions d . 

Attempt The Soltdn hereupon pafles the Teijfe with the re A of his 
Peterwa- forces, and. marches towards the enemy, flill encamped at 
r *" n * Segedin . Finding in the plaip the bridge left intire by the GeY- 
map (through defign or hafte), he turns his army towards 
the Danube , and flops at the lower end of the ifle formed 
by that river oppofite to Peterivaradin. Here in a third 
confutation it is refolved to befiege that fortrefs, and run- 
ning a bridge over the ftream, pafs the army, before the im- 
p*rialifl$ could march thither from their camp. This bridge 
was computed a work of two days, and might have been 
finilhed the fecond day, if fome of the garrifon of Peter - 
Tvatadin , concealed in the ifland with four cannon, had not, 
when they faw the Turks near the bank, pierced feveral of 
their bbats with great fliot. For although, on the coming-up 
of the Othmin fleet, they are obliged to quit the ifle, yet 
they prevented the Turks from finifhing the bridge till the 
third day, and by that means deprived them of the viftory. 
The Ger- For prince Eugene , who, on news of the Soli An s march, 

mans of- had left Segedin, with great expedition arrived that day at 
pear . fun-fet ; and palfing-by the enemy’s camp, haftens to the head 

of the bridge, in fpite of the endeavours of Sbahbaz Gyeray 

* Cant. p. 404, & feq. 

» 

(Z) So the Turks call that 77 /a/, Segedin, and Peterwara - 
large plain which reaches from din . Cant, 
the Danube to the Teijfe, between 


Soltan 
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(A), who, to ftop his fwift progrefs, had, with 12,000 A. D. 
Tatars , burnt up all the grafs j fo that neither forage nor 1697- 
water was to be found for the fpace of nine hours. On this v -"V"** * 
unexpefted arrival of the Germans a fourth confutation is held* 
whether it was proper to attack the enemy in fuch an open 
plain, before they had fortified their camp, or to wait till 
they fliould aflault the Otbmdns in their trenches. 
m The prime Wazir endeavours to perfuade the Solt&n to The Wa- 
the former opinion, alledging “ that it was not honourable zir’s ad- 
4t to fuffer the enemy, who were fo near, to efcape without w* 

“ offering them battle : that the impatience with which 
“ God had infpired the foldiers for a battle, fufficiently de- 
ic # clared that*then was the time to defeat the enemy ; and 
“ that if this ardor fhould be repreffed, it was to be feared. 

<c it would throw the whole army into a pernicious languor, 

“ or excite in them thoughts of fedition, for want of other 
“ employment.” This opinion of the Wazir was boldly 
oppofed by Koja Jdffer Pajba, an experienced foldier, who 
had been prefent in almoft all the battles againft the Germans . 

He urged, “ that he had obferved whenever the enemy fought 
“ in an open plain, in which they could at pleafure open 
“ their front, advance or retire, they had always gained the 
“ viftory, even though the Othman troops were much fupe- 
“ rior in number ; whereas they had never fo great an army 
11 in the field as at prefent : and that they were now cora- 
“ manded by a general of approved valour and conduct, 

“ who, as he imagined, would not provoke the Turks to a 
“ battle, unlcfs he had placed his own troops to fuch advan- 
u tage, as to be in a manner fure of vi&ory.” 

The Wazir obferving almoft all the Pafbas to be fwayed oppofed by 
by J&ffer's opinion, to prevent it taking place of his own, JafferPa- 
ftiles him an infidel and traitor for giving fuch advice, as if 
he had been bribed by the enemy, to prevent the Soltdwt rom 
taking wholfome counfel. Jaffer Pajh A, finding the Wazir' $ 
obftinacy could not be furmounted any other way, defires * 
the Soltdn to remove the curtain (B), and hear in perfon what 
he htfd to fay for the advantage of the Othman intereft. This 
being granted, Jaffer goes on, “ But if, brother, you have 
“ gained fuch high favour with God, that he infpires you 

(A) Was Khan after liis fa- Saltan fits indeed in it, but in a 
ther Selim Gyeray , under Ahmed particular place, with a Perdeb, 

III. but foon after was furprifed or certain’curtain, drawn before 
and flam by the CherkaJJians % as him, where he can hear all that 
before related. Cant . is faid, without being feen. 

(B) When upon an expedition Cant . 
a Galibe Divjdn is called, the 

8 
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A.D. 44 with counfels, and aflures you of the events, you cannot 
• *697. « blame me if, not knowing it to be fo, I do not believe it. 
li«~ v «uU a 1 am content to be laid in irons, by his majefty’s ordel*, 
44 while you attack the enemy ; and if within an hour or 
44 two you do not betake yourfelf to a (hameful flight, I 
44 will fubmit to fuffer like a {linking dog, whatever punifh- 
4t ment his majefty pleafes to inflift: but if, which God for- 
44 bid, my prcdiftion fhould be fulfilled, may you give ait 
44 account of your ^imprudence to the Deitv.and the Saltan.” 
He added, 44 That whatever happened t <3 himfelf he fhould 
44 adhere to his former opinion, and advife not to engage the 
41 enemy, but only fortify their trenches, and vr/it to be at- 
44 tacked : that, by this means, although the Othm&ns fhould 
44 not prove victorious, yet he could with certainty promife 
44 they fhould not be defeated : that even in cafe the enemy 
44 fhould pafs by their camp, and advance to the head of the 
44 bridge, he was of opinion they ought not to march out 
44 againft them, but furround them with ramparts ; which 
44 would oblige them, for want of provifions, either to at- 
44 tack their camp, or pafs the Danube , and fo give the Turks 
44 an opportunity of falling on them in their paflage, without 
44 any hazard.” 

The Sol- The Soltdn , although he approved of J offer' s advice, 
tan doubt - yet adjourns the council till next day ; but commands his 
fuL men to keep in their trenches, and the Chaujbi (C.) to beat 
back thofe who, of their own accord, had already taken the 
field. This not being Sufficient to reftrain the ardor of 
the foldiers for a battle, the Mufti proclaims by a Fetvab , 

. That whoever fbauld fall in fuch a battle y would not only lofc 
4 the crown of Shehadet (or martyrdom), but alfo lament their 
unfeafonable bo! chiefs in hell . 

Me^n while prince Eugene , ^having advanced as far as 
the bridge, and with the waters of the Danube reficlhed his 
Jroops almoft dead with third and heat, drew them up, and 
in this pofture remained all night. The Turkijh foldiers 
Mcroed at were, on this occafion, feized with great terror, thinking 
la ft that they had been reftrained from fighting by their gene- 
•«> 

(C) There are two forts of of war, to carry the Wt,zh' s- 
Cktmjb. The firft arc employ’d orders to the Fajbas ; to take 
in the IVazirsDiixnn to receive care that the horfe ftand in a 
petitions of the plaintiff ; to flrait line ; to give the fignal of 
carry the Wazir'% orders to the battle ; to found a retreat, and 
judge ; and put his fentence in the like 5 in which they are not 
execution. The others, called half fo dexterous as the regular 
AJay Chaujhiy are made in time Aids de Camp. Cant. 


ral’s 
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ral’s fear, which they confidered as the worft of omens to A. D. 
the Othman affairs. The IVazir making ufe of tliefe dif- *697. 
courfes in the camp, to expofe Jaffer Pajbd to the Soltdn, 
urges how fatal that officer’s too great caution might prove, 
tinlefs immediately obviated : for that the enemy could not 
be deprived of necellaries, fince they had the Danube open* 

:yid were matters of all the towns above them ; while by 
the Othman inactivity time was loft, the-army languifhed in 
idlenefs, and \hz*Gei‘mans every day ftrengthened •. 

But although the Soltdn could not confent to attack the t0 bejte^e 
Germans , yet he complied to go and befiege Scgcdin , the Wa- Segcdiru 
zb' fuggefting that it could not hold out above ten days : that 
when taken, the whole country between the Teiffe and Da- 
nube would be reduced to the Othman obedience, and the 
neighbouring parts of Hungary laid open to be wafted by the 
Tatars : that the German army was fo heavy and fatigued 
as not to be able to follow them : that they might indeed 
befiege Belgrade , but could have no hopes of fucceeding 
againft a place provided with fuch a ftrong garrifon, plenty 
of provifions, and a fleet at hand to throw in fupplies : that 
however, the more effectually to fg:ure it, JafferPajhd might 
be fent there as governor, whofe abilities in defending cities 
had fufficiently appeared in the fiege of Temejwar. 

As this part of the IVazir' s advice was given with a view Marches 
to remove Jdffer Pdjhd from the Soltdn , and then find oc- to Zcnta, 
cafion to put him to death for a warning to others, Moflafa, 
who perceived it, would not confent, under pretence that 
Jdffer' $ counfels would be neceffary in the army. Next morn- 
ing, being the 5th of Jomazio 'Idivel, at day-break, he fet 
forward with his forces, and after nine hours march pitches 
his tents near a lake, with a bridge over it, where the.GVr- 
mans had lately encamped. Next day, leaving Kyuchuk 
Jaffer Pajbd (D) behind, with 500 horfe, he proceeds before 
day to Zcnta, a caftle, little noted before, on the banks of 
the Teiffe 9 with extraordinary expedition. 

PrInce Eugene , on hearing the Tubulkhana , imagined it Prime 
was the fignal for battle, and drew up his troops*to receive Eugene 
the Turks t but when he underftood by his fcouts that they/^™*- 

• Cant. p. 405,&feq. 

(D) Being taken here by the Nor was he, at his return, pu- 
Germans , he gave them an exaCt niftied by t he Soltdn for this trea- 
account of the Hate of the Oth - chevy, but reitored to his digni- 
mdn army ; for which he was ty. However he died the next 
fet at liberty after the battle, year. Cant. 

Mod. Hut.Vol. XIII. H 
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A.D. were marching to Zertta , taking this to be a flight, he orders 
*697. the Hungarian horfe to hafte before, and leaving behind the 
heavier and weaker part of his army, immediately follows, 
with lefs prudence than courage, at the head of only 16,000 
men. The Hungarians that night coming to the lake, find 
the Turks fleeping, who expetted nothing lefs than the ene- 
my, and cut off the whole party, excepting the Pqfljd's cham- 
berlain. This perfon, who efcaped by means of the durk- 
nefs, immediately flies to Zcnta , and informs the Wazir of 
this difafter, and the approach of the Germans . That mini- 
iler, to prevent the report from raifing new commotions in 
the camp, immediately beheads the mfcflenger of it ; and in- 
forms the Saltan that the Hungarians had indeed furprifed 
J after PqfJjd , but were afterwards defeated by the Othman 
forces. He had fcarce made this report, when fume Tatar 
troops arrive, and inform the camp that the whole German 
army were purl'uing the Othman forces with the utmoft fpecd, 
and were now jull at hand. 

Moftafa Hereupon the Soltan commands his men to halt, and a 
Jlies. bridge to be run over the Teift'c ; which was pei formed in 
four hours. At noon the JSolt&n palles over fiift on horfc- 
back, and when the Wazir came to Uifs his ftirrup, puts him 
off with a ftern countenance; at the fame time bidding him 
take care to convey over lafely whatever was in the camp, for 
that if the enemy Ihould take but a Angle waggon he fhould 
fufler an infaiyous death. The Wazir knowing it required 
at lead: two d ivs to tranfport every thing, and that his ruin 
was inevitable if. he flu mid ever appear before the Soltan , at 
firft fends over eight cannon with their ammunition, and al- 
lows the Sfldh's , with the troops commanded by the Pu/ha’s, 
to pafs, but flops the refl; alledging, that the remainder of 
the cannon and army, which was the greater part, ought to 
be detained for defence of the camp, in cafe the enemy 
fliuuld attack h in the rear. 

The Wa- Thf.se forces were fcarce gotten over next day at noon, 
air flays, when the Wazir being informed the Germans were within 
three honmnarch of the camp, that he might not die without 
his rivals, lends for all the P&Jha's who had already pafled 
over with their troops, under pretence of confulting them. 
They being obliged to obey his order, return on foot, as the 
wiggons on the bridge would not allow horfes to pals ; and 
being all aflembled, except the Kaymayk&m , Bayukli Mojlafa 
Pajhd the Wazir tells them, “ That the enemy being now 
“ in fight, they, who had refufed to fight when they had a 
“ convenient place and opportunity, (hould now be forced to 
" dolt, without thofe advantages: that they had but one 

“ hap- 
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cc happinefs left, to be GAzi, if they conquered, or Shehtd, A. D. 
€C if they died valiantly; and as one of thofe ineftimable *697- 
“ privileges waited for him that day, he thought it unrea- 
“ fonable to defraud them, his brethren, of the right they 
had to be partakers with him. Behold, therefore, conti- 
“ nued he, paradife open before you, which I command 
“ you by the divine injunction to enter, and enjoy the de- 

* u lights promifed by our prophet : but if you refufe to obey 
s K< the law, and my orders, my fworef (which he Ihewed) 

“ fhall deprive y< 5 u both of the life which you defire, and 
“ the paradife which you defpife.” 

# The Pdtfijas, not # daring to oppofe the Wazir in the midft fr/h/wd 
of the camp, or knowing how to efcape, pretend obedience, to die 
and retire to the trenches ; which being too exten five for the f&btwg, 
forces which remained, they began to form a leffer trench within 
the greater. The foldiers indeed complained, and reproach'd 
the IVaztr to his face with their imminent danger, yet obey’d 
his orders, as their own fafety was concerned. Mean time the 
German army appears, and covers the whole plain ; at which 
fight the Soltan , enraged, fends repeated Khatijharifs to the 
IVcizir ; commanding him to fend over the Janizaries , can- 
non, and ammunition, let what "would become of the other 
carriages. But Elm/is Mohammed conceals thefe orders from 
the Ptijb&'s, and anfwers the bearer, that he had rather die 
fighting Valiantly with his j word , than be Jut to death by the 
Soltan ; and Hops the Janizaries from palling. In this he 
is alTiftcd by the negligence of the herdfmen, who, feeing 
the Germans approach, drive all the cattle appointed for 
drawing fo many thoufand waggons into the liver. The 
it ream forcing them againft the bridge, 'they endeavour to 
mount it, and thus link three of the boats on which it was 
founded ; fo that no more* than one man at a time* could 
make a fliift to pafs upon planks laid acrofs. 

The imperial forces arrive about three hours before night; Battle cf 
and imagining the Turkijb camp to be only guarded by the Zcnta. 
carriages, fall on at once, but are repulfcd with conlidcrable 
lofs. Therefore when they find, that befides two rows of 
Waggons, chained together, the Turks were fSrtified by a 

• double trench ; and that the forces on this fide the river 
were much fuperior in number to their own, they refblve to 
go another way to work. The channel of the Teijfe y when 
lwoln by the autumnal or winter rains, fs full of water, which 
falling in fummer, leaves a fimdy fpace of thirty paces at the 
foot of the Weftern banks of the river, which are high and 
feraggy. Here prince Eugene orders a trench to be dug a 
little below the Turkijh camp ; and feveral regiments to fall 

H 2 on 
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A. D. on the enemy that way within, while he attacked them with- 
1 ^97- out. And left the Saltan , to reinforce the fVazir, ftiould re- 
pair the bridge, he plants two cannon near the head of it, 
which quickly dernolifh it. To prevent this, Mujlafa had 
ordered Arnaud Abtli the Kyehaya (E), with four cannon, to 
lire from the oppofite bank ; but having nothing to fecure 
the engineers but a place covered with reeds, he was forced 
to remove them, after feveral of them had been killed. 
T/VTurks Indf.l'd every thing feemed to confpirc th« definition of 
wer- the Turks : for the Janizaries themfelves having repulfed 

thru vjn, the Germans from the outer trench, retire into the inner, 

and declare their uTolution to defender. But* the Wazir , 
with the reft of tli <z Pafba's> endeavouring to divcit them 
from their purpofe, fir ft by entreaties, and afterwards by 
force, they tmn their defpair into rage, and deftroy not only 
the h r az r and Pnjhi's, but all their own officers, excepting 
their Agli Delli Balt a ogli (F). Jn the midftof this confufion 
part of the German forces feize the outer trench abandoned 
by the Turks , and feign to attack the inner; with a vLw to 
draw the enemy from that fide of the camp next *he river, 
anil by difpofmg their own men along the bank, lender tljc 
alfault more eafy. Thcfe appearing fnddcnly at the head of 
the bridge, the Othjndns, fliuck with terror, employ their 
whole ftrength in that part to hinder the Germans from en- 
tering. The inner trench being thu c left negligently guard- 
ed, the impel ialifls, who were on that fide feize it, and fall 
in the rear upon the Turks fighting at the river ; who, now 
inclofed, and preffed on all han is, light bravely, though in 
confu/ion. But ,Ct length, having in vain attempted to force 
a paflage, in the fpace of three hours are all flam to a 
man *. 

Tffi account Riraut gives of this famous battle is as fol- 
lows. The impeiialifts under prince Eugene , having marched 
towards Titul and the TeiJ[e % to meet the Turks , ftrongly en- 

f Cant. p. 407, & feq. 

(E) He WAs inferior to none the Wazir , and receive from 
in courage and political know- him their badges of authority), 
ledge. After the battle of Zetr he obtained the name of Fddi- 
ta, being the onlv furviving Pa- Jhdb Chiragbi. He was after- 
/ba, he was honoured by the ward made Pajha of Egypt . 
Sultan with three Tugs, and or- Cant. 

dered to conduit the forces to (F) Surnamed Dclli, or the 
Belgrade. And as this was what Mad> on account of his exceflive 
never happened to any before daringnefs, in rufhing on the 
(for all the Pajhds are created by enemy. Cant . 
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trenched themfelves. Hereupon the Wazir aflembles all his A. D. 
Pajhd' s, 15 in number, and leaves the Solt&n on the other 1697. 
fide of the river, with part of the army : the Arnauds ob- 
ferving the Germans advance to attack them, endeavoured to 
pafs the bridge, and fly. Their example the Janizaries in- 
tended to follow, faying they were deferted by the SpahVs : 
but the IVazir interpofing with his Pajhd 1 s , to prevent their 
^flight, and killing a great number of the Arnauds , they 
mutinied, and killed him. However, fbme Spahi's polling 
themfelves at the farther end of the bridge, would let none 
pafs over. By this time the imperialifts, having put them- 
felves in order of battle, furioufly aflailed the Turks on all 
fides, who, at the fecond attack, began to give way ; and 
being ftrangely terrified at the great (laughter which was 
made, threw themfelves headlong into the river, where the 
major part of them were drowned. So confiderable a num- 
ber of men was never before known to have been deftroyed 
in fo fliort a fpace of time ; for the whole action did not laft 
above two or three hours s . 

By the lifts there appeared to have been killed 14,070 Ja - Great 
Hilaries, with their Aga ; 73 Gjtik and Uitldk Aguiar i ; 3700 Jlaugbtt:\ 
Topchi and Jebeji ; 7000 Annuals (G). The IVa?ir E!mds 
Mohammed Pajhd, fifteen Pajhd' s of three horfe-tails (H) ; 
twenty-feven Pajha's of two or one horfe-tail ; befides a great 
number of the ufual attendants on Turkijh camps : fo that 
the whole number of (lain may be juftly computed (I) at 
above thirty thoufand. The only perfon who efcaped was 
Mahmud ebn ogli (K) PaJljd of the Arnauds ; who, being twice 

B Ricaut in Muftapha II. 

(G) They arc the braved and fine writing, made Kyehdya by 
bolddl of all men in war, as re*- the IVazir Elinas Mohammed. 
folute yet more d i force t in at- Cant. Ricaut mentions all the 
tacks than the Janizaries. They Pajkas above recited 
are fo expert in (hooting, as to (I) The Turks were never 
make nothing of taking an egg known to fight fo ftoutly ; for 
or apple from off their wife's not one was taken alive. And 
or mother’s head with a bullet, had not the Janizaries , before 
at 200 paces diftance. Cant . the battle, (lain their command- 
• (H) The eminent of ers, men renowned for valour, 

whom were Koja Jafer Papa, 'tis generally thought, that with 
Mijtrlifigli, who recovered Khi-> their afliftance they might eafily 
os, Kiofeh Halil Pajhd of Diyar- hgve rejlulfed, if not defeated, 
hekr, and Fazli Pajhd of Shercu - th^e Germans, who were much in- 
li ( Shahrzul ). This laft was fa- ferior to them in number. Cant. 
mous for his learning (whence (K) Beglerbe % of Rum Hi [or 
called Fazli), and other excel- Rumelia'], whofc family has there 
lent qualities. He was, for his a great eftate. Cant. 

H 3 wounded, 
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A. D. wounded, was faved by the ftrength of his horfe, who con- 
1697. veyed him over the river. However, the Othmans did not 
fall umevenged, for fix thoufand Germans are faid to have 
perilled in that expedition (L). 

S; range SO LT A N Moftafa, who was a melancholy, as well as 

panic idle, fpe&ator of this misfortune, was feized with fuch a 
panick, that at midnight, without any guide or light, he 
abandons his camp, although there was nothing to be feared 
from the Germans ; who, fatigued with toil, could not repair 
the bridge in fight of his numerous army. He dire&s his 
courfc towards Tcmcfwar , putting to death the Kdpuji Bdjhi , 
Shahin Mohammed, a l \ i net lan by birth, as a dignified Chrifuri 
an, and bribed by the Germans to fiiggcft pernicious counfels ; 
only becaule he advifed him not to leave his camp dilhonour- 
ably, and by an unneceflary flight give the enemy, who had 
deftroyed but a fmall part of his army, an entire victory. 
To add to the misfortune, the night was fo dark that the 
Soltdn’s retinue, unable to difeern the road, turning too much 
to the right, towards the Teij/e, fell into marfhy grounds, 
from which they were obliged to free themfelves by leaving 
their horfes and baggage behind. At length, about fun-rife 1 . 
So It an Mq/tafa comes to the place where a battle had been 
fought the year before with the Germans ; and there chang- 
ing his horfe, as 'well as habit, unknown to all, flies with 
the utmoft fpeed to the city whiihei he was bound. 
t fa Thf. army arriving at noon near the fame place, and per- 
Turks ceiving neither the Solt&\ nor any of the great officers among 
them, are flruck with great furprize; which being inercafed 
by a rumour that fhe ho! fan was taken by the Hungarians , or 
betrayed by hi* followers to the enemy, the foldieis difperfe 
themfelves different ways, every one anxious how to efcape 
the GeryjanSy whom they every moment imagined to be at 
their heels. In the evening, when they came to Tcmcpwar, 
the governor, who had been ordered by the Sol ten to con- 
ceal Lls arrival, left the Germans hearing of it fhould invert 
him there, fliuts the gates againrt them ; which increafes 
the rumour of Mojlafa's being taken, as well as their dif- 
trefs : for, Raving been too much in hafte to bring provi- 


(L) The emperor, in his let- 
ter to William III. king of Eng> 
land , infirted by Ricaut , lays, 
that in this battle, fought 10th 
Auguft 1697, the Turk; were 
30,000 ftrong; that 10,000 
were killed on the fpot ; and 
that the bridge being too nar- 


row fl/r the reft to get over, they 
threw themfelves into the river, 
and were mod of them drown-* 
ed : that 72 cannon were taken, 
and foipe thoufands of waggons 
laden with provifions ; anJ that 
ouly 500 Germans were killed, 
and as many wounded. 

lion 
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fion with them, both men and hearts were ready to die with A. D. 
thirft ; and if there were any ftinking puddles to be found ,6 97* 
in the dried-up morafs, about Temefwar , thofe who were 
ftrongeft (M) feized them, and excluded the reft h . SoLtitT^ 

At laft, after the Olhmdn army had, for three days, been 4111 
like a fhip in a ftormy fea, without either rudder or pilot, 

SoltAn Moftafa , finding there was no danger from the 6>r- 
mans,, dilcovers himfelf to his foldiers. Thefe teftify their joy 
on fight of him, as if he had returned in triumph, and cry 
out, they regard not their misfortune, fincc they were allured 
of their emperor’s fafety, and would take a fevere revenge 
upon the enemy. Next day Moftafa leads his troops to- 
wards Belgride, and being met at Ali-bimar (N), by Amtikje • 
ogli Hit (fey si PajhcL , governor of that city, whom he had fent 
for, as there were prefent no other Pafhds honoured with 
three Tugs, he confers on him the IVaztrJbip . After a fiiort Hcj.1109. 
ftay at Belgrade , he returns, in the end of JomazioTcewel A. D. 
1109, with his army, to Adrianople. 1698. 

This was the fate of the Turkijb forces after the battle. 0 f 

As for the imperialifts, they continued all night in the place Bofnia. 
of vittory, apprehenfive of fume ftratagem ufual among the 
Turks ; but next day pafTed the Teiffe, and gleaned-up what 
Tekeli (O) had left in the camp! After this, being difeou- 
raged from the liege ol fuch ftrong cities, as Temefwar and 
Belgrade , by the latenefs of the feafon (P), they turned their 
arms againft Bofnia , took the caftle of Doha and Mogla , fet 
fire to Saray, the capital of the country, and reduced al- 
moft the whole province. In this diftrefs the Turkijb forces 
appointed to guard the fame, not knowing what other me- 

h Cant. p. 41 1, & feq. 


(M) Prince Cantemir , who 
Was in the army at that time, 
gives a particular account of 
the confufion and diftrefs it was 
in. 

(N) The fountain of Ali, be-: 
tween Temefwar and Belgrade . 
Asitliesvery high foraprofpeft* 
the fpies commpnly meet there. 
Cant. 

(Q) After the defeat, know- 
ing the bridge could not be .re- 
paired by the Germans in fo 
fhort a time, he flayed all night 
in the camp, where he plunder- 
ed all which was moft valuable ; 


and by that means got; greater 
riches than he could have done 
from the Soltan' s penfion, which 
was hardly fufficient to maintain 
him Cant. 

(P) However, on the 30th of 
0&o!)er x fome troops were de- 
tached to*, ards 'Karavfebes and 
Vipalanka ; which being invert- 
ed, on the 4th of Novembir y by 
general Bab at in , was taken by 
ltorm 6n the 6th, and all the 
garrifon of 800 men put to 
the fword, with the lofs only of 
ten Germans ; and thus the cam- 
paign ended. Ricaut. 

Ii 4 tJbkQtl 
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thod to take, go to Ddltabhn Mojlafa Pajha (QJ, who then 
happened to be at Bichkia , a town of Bofnia , and force him 
to take the command upon him. Under his conduft the 
Turks refume their courage, and not only reprefs the vifto- 
rious Germans , but oblige them to retreat beyond the Save , 
and take from them four and twenty cattles, fituated on both 
Tides of that river. 

If we turn our eyes to other quarters, we (hall find that' 
the Ruffians this fununer employ themfelves in fortifying Azak 
and Luhtikh with new works, without any dttlurbance from 
their enemies ; while the new king of Poland , Frederick Au- 
gztfiits, before elcftor of Saxony, is bufy to gain the nobles, 
and prepare for the next campaign. Not long after the Vene- 
tians fend a fleet into the Mediterranean ; and Kiel Mehemed 
Beg (R), with his gallies, attempts Tinos : but being repulfed 
by Bartolomeo Moro y quits that bland. Several other flight 
battles happened at fea with various fuccefs. The Turkifh 
fleet, taking three pirate (hips, carry them to Conftantinople : 
on the other hand, as the Turks , after a fhort difpute, twice 
feetned to avoid a fight, the Venetians challenge two vi&o 
lies \ 


S E C T. III. 

The peace of Carlovitz, and depofition of Moflafa. 

CUCH were the events of this campaign. The beginning* 
^ of the next might be jnflly faid to confirm the Turkijb 
proverb, An enemy does never perfectly know the jlatc of his 


i Cant. p. 414 — 422. 


(QJ Famous for his warlike 
virtues. From a fimphjani- 
scary he at length became Jani- 
tear Aga ; and from walking on 
foot about the city, inflead of 
on horfeback, both day and 
night, to fee if order was ob- 
served, got the name of Daha - 
ban 1 that is, un/bod, ox barefoot- 
ed. He was by the IVaxir Huf- 
feyn Pajha made governor of 
Baghdad, and fent againft the 
Arabs , whom he defeated, tho’ 
x 20,000 ftrong, and killed 
32,000, with only 12 regi- 


ments. He alfo recovered BoJ 
tra [a miilake for Bafrah , or 
BaJJora ] from them. Cant . 

( R ) There are in the iflcs many 
Begs, who have one galley at 
leaft ; wherewith they trade in 
time of peace, and exercife pi- 
racy in time of war. Mehemed 
Beg was richer than the reft, 
and kept three galleys at his 
own charge. The name of Kiel 
was given him, for having a 
bald and feurfy head. The 
Greeks called him Kajida . Cant. 


enemy . 
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enemy . Sb/fflft Moftafa, after his return to Conftantinople , A. D. 
makes Jill poflible preparations for war; but with a mind 1698. 
troubled, and foreboding ill fuccefs. The Turks, who had 
before entered voluntarily into the fervice, are no.w back- 
ward in obeying even the Selt/m' s commands, and inflexible 
either to intreaties or threats. Moftafa , while he paflcs in 
difguife through the aflemblies of the people, frequently hears 
thefe words from the citizens and foldiers : “ For the Oth - 
" meins to defeqjt the Germans , is a thing beyond their power. 
l€ God has publickiy teftified, that he is on the fide of the 
“ Gyawrs . He has fignified his decree in that refpett by 
“ # fufficient.t{>kens. It is in vain therefore to fhed fuch tor- 
“ rents of Mufulm&n t>lood, while we are to contend as well 
“ againft God as man/’ The Salt An, who knew how necef- 
fary peace was to recover the exhaufted ftate of the empire, 
earneftly wifhed for it : but was prevented from propofing 
it, left the enemy ftiould become elated, and the honour of 
the Othman empire diminiftied. The German emperor was 
no lefs impatient on his part for an end of the war : not that 
he defpaired of viftory againft the Turks, but he feared that 
if the king of Spain ftiould die before the war was finiftied, 
the difputes which would arife,* concerning the fucceflion, 
might flop the progrefs of his arms. However, he thought 
it diftionourable to delirc peace of a conquered enemy, and 
of his own accord offer him the palm. The Englifh and 
Dutch amballadors, indeed, were at hand to mediate a peace : 
but their offers having been fo often rejected, they chofe ra- 
ther to hear peace fought for, than to propofe it. 

The chief interpreter of the Othman court, Alexander Mauro*- 
Maurokordatus , perceives the inclination of both parties ; kordatus 
and as he was no lefs fagacious, and fond of glory, than contri- 
devoted to the intereft of the Porte , refolves to raife himfelf vance 
a great reputation by refeuing the Turkifh empire from de- 
finition. As his hopes of this were chiefly grounded on 
the pacifick difpofition of the Wazir Huffeyn Pafha, he, in 
a vifij to him, turning the converfation upon the fubjett of 
peace, tells him ; that by confidering the prefent fituation of 
affairs in Chriftendom , he could with certainty affirm the Ger- 
man emperor was very desirous of a peace with the Oth - . 
mans . The Wazir anfwers, it was not probable that the 
emperpr, fluftied with his lp.te vittory, and full of hopes, 

Would accept of peace, though offered,' much l^fs defire it. 
Maurokordatus replies, it might feem fo indeed : but that if 
a week's time was allowed him to found the Chriftian ambaf- 
fadors, he would engage to procure not only the emperor’s 
confent, but even his requeft for a negotiation. 

4 


Having 
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Sounds] 

froth parr 
ties. 


French 

epfnfiii^ tu 


Having eafily obtained leave, Maurokordatus waits on 
the- ambafladors, and pretending " that he came of his own 
“ accord, in gratitude for the favours he had received from 
“ the emperor, and to demonftrate the fidelity due from 
“ him as a Chriftian ; faid, he knew the emperor, from his 
“ apprehenfions of a French war, was very defirous of peace; 
“ that he would not difcover this to the Turks , left it fhotild 
tc make them more large in their demands : but that, if they 
“ would confide in»him, with a power to manage the affair 
“ as he fhould think proper, he would undertake to fettle 
“ a peace on fuch terms as the emperor might reafonably 
“ defire.” In the mean time he required of them an oath 
of fecrecy, alledging the danger both himfelf *and family 
fhould b$ expofed to, if fufpefted by the Turks of the leaft 
unfaithfulnefs. The ambafladors replied, “ That the em- 
“ peror would not perhaps rejedl honourable conditions of 
“ peace, yet would never afk it of the Porte : but that in cafe 
“ the interpreter, in his own name, would propofe the af- 
“ fair, he would lay a great obligation on his imperial ma- 
“ jefty.” 

MALI ROKORDATl/S, returning to the ll'aztr, gives 
him a very different accounjt : for he tells him, he found by 
the Chriftian ambafladors that the emperor was not only 
not averfe to peace, but very defirous of it, and had requefted 
them, by any means, to put an end to the war. The Wa- 
zir feemed by this fpccch to be raifed from the dead ; and 
embracing the artful framer of lies (S), fays to him, “ If 
“ you execute this divine work, and reftore the wifhed-for 
“ tranquility to out empire, you may be allured that you will 
“ highly oblige the Sthkn , and for ever endear the memory 
“ of y.Air Services to the rulers of the Othman ftate.” By 
thefe artifices of Maurokordatus both the Turks and Chriftians 
arc induced to fpeak a little more openly concerning the af- 
fair of peace, and think they may do it without detriment 
to the honour of their refpeftive mafters, becaufe each party 
being deceived by the Othman interpreter, imagines the # firft 
propofal came from the enemy. 

As fooruas thefe things became publick, Feriole (T), the 

* French 


(S) Alexander, who had a 
perfeft knowlege of tlje eaftern 
languages and poetry, feems 
herein to have followed the in* 
flruttiom of Sbeykb Saadi, the 
famous Perfian poet, efpecially 
Where he lays in his Qyulijidn , 


cc A lie which does a [good] 
“ work, is better tba# truth 
“ which breeds confufion." Can- 
temir. 

(T) He fucceeded Chateau- 
neuf 5 was haughty and obfti- 
nate ; oppofed th e Porte in ma- 
ny 
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French ambaflkdor endeavoured, by bribes, promifes, and A. D: 
other arts, to prevent a negotiation ; alledging that his matter 1698. 
had only made a Ihort truce with the emperor, and that in 
a few years he would invade Germany with a greater force 
than ever. But the Othrnan court having, by fatal experi- 
ence, often found the iniinccrity of French promifes, that am- 
baflador's efforts are to no purpofe ; and he is ordered to de- 
flit from hisdefign k . 

Mean time the Turks, omitting no meafures proper to flop HnjUlities 
the progrefs of the Germans, Soltdn Mqftafa , in the end of fiacken . 
Zilkaadeh , 1109, removes to Adrianople ; from whence, on Hej. 
the firfl of* next mogth, he orders the Wazir to march iio 9 * 
with the army towards Hungary , while he fpends the fum- ^ 
mer in the village of Akhunar (U), expefting the iffiu of the l ° 97 * 
conferences relating to peace. In the fame hopes both armies, 
the imperialifls at Peterwaradin, and the Turks near Bel- * 
grade , continue without motion, and only guard their bor- 
ders. The like is done by the Ruffians and Poles . The Ve - 
7ietians indeed have a flight engagement, near Mitylene , with 
the Othman fleet, which is put to flight; and in Dalmatia 
attempt to take Stolaz by flratagem, but are forced to retire. 

The Serajlier , on the other hartd, endeavours to reduce 
Cing ; but on the approach of the Venetians raifes the fiege. 

Thus much for the flate of hoflilities, this campaign. Atnbaffa- 
Let us now fee what patted with regard to peace. The dors meet 
preliminaries having been fettled at Conjlantinople, ambafla- 
dors were appointed by all the princes engaged in the war. 

The Turks chofe Rami Mehemed Reis Effendi and Alexander 
Maurokordatus, honoured with the title of Beg and Mahremi 
Efrar (X) ; the emperor, count Pcttingen and count Schlik, 
his privy counfellors ; the Czar of Ruff a, Prokopius Bogda - 

k Cant. p. 422, & feqq. 

ny refpe&s, and demanded fe- (U) That is, the white foun- 
veral things contrary to the ufage tain, near Adrianople . 
of the Othman court : which (X) That is, to whom fccreis 
caufed ill blood, and fometimes are difeovered. He invented this 
ganger; of which oar author name himfelf, and long folicited 
produces indances. Yet he was the princes of Moldavia and 
endowed with many virtues, was IValakbia to give him the title 
courageous, libe al, an agrtea- of moji illuftrious m their letters, 
ble companion, of eafy accefs, a inftead of mo (l excellent , which 
mod fincere and con ilant friend ufed to be given him as chief 
in all times. He fell at lad into interpreter, and is not reckoned 
a frenzy, and was fent chained fo honourable as the other.— 
to France* Cant. Cant . 


nowitZf 
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A. D. nbwitz Wozntcini ; the Poles, Stanijlans Mikhclowjki , Way - 
1697 • vjod of Pofnania ; and the Venetians , Ruzini ; Paget and Col* 
, ,r ^^ Her, the Englijh and Dutch ambaffadors, were to aft as 
mediators of the peace. They all met about the end of the 
year 1 110 at Carlovitz , between Peterwaradin and Belgrade , 
where they pitched their tents on both fides of the river of 
the fame name. 

at Carlo- At firft there arofc difputes concerning the place of con- 
witz. ference, the feats of* the ambaffadors, and th« order in which 


Fence con- 
cl licit d . 


they were to vifit each other. The Turks infilled on having 
the firft place, which was claimed by the emperor’s ambaffa- 
dors; next to whom the Polijh plenipotentiary \femanded to 
fit, which was objefted to by the Ruffian, and all the reft, 
excepting the Venetian minifter, who claimed the next feat to 
the Englijh. Thecontell on this head grew fo high at Jaft, 
that what had been already done muft have come to no- 
thing, had not Maurokordatus found out an expedient to re- 
concile the ambaffadors, now incenfed beyond meafure againft 
each other. He propofes that a round building fhould be 
ran- up for the place of conference, with as many doors as 
there were parties, each facing the country from whence the 
ambaifidor came : that the tents fhould be ranged in the 
fame manner round the building ; and on the firft day of 
the conference, the minifters proceeding from their pavilions 
with an equal pace, fhould reach the houfe at the fame time, 
and falu ting one another at the entrance, take the feats next 
to them (Y). 

This expedient being approved by all, after many con- 
ferences, and difputes, the peace wifhed for by the whole 


world, excepting the French , is at lull concluded on the 2 6th 

Hej.mo. 

of Rajeb 1 1 10 (Z), and the inftruments figned by all the am- 
A'D- baffadors. The emperor made*a truce for 25 years, upon 
1 ^ • condition that ail Tranfilvania fhould be refigacd to him in 


(Y) The tent or houfe ap- 
pointed for the conferences had 
tour doors, at which the feveral 
ambaffadors entered ; and after 
mutual compliments took their 
feats, placed in the middle of the 
tent, one oppofite to the other, 
in fuch a manner as ttyat there 
could be no exceptions taken, or 
difpute about precedence. The 
fecietaries were placed behind 
their refpeftive ambaffadois, at 
£ fmall table, where they took 


down the minutes of articles. 
Muuro Cnrdnto ttood a while be- 
hind the Rris Eff.ndi ; but after- 
wards was ordered to fit on the 
ground after the Turkijh man- 
ner. The doors were guarded 
by an equal number of Turks 
and Germans . Ricaut. 

(Z) This year begins June 
29th, 1 698 ; fo that the 26th of 
Rajeb falls on January the \ 5th, 
1698-g. 

*U C 
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the fame extent as it had been held by Mikhael Apaffi, and A.I>. 
his predeceflbrs : that Temefwar (hould be left to the Soltan ; 1698. 

and to prevent its being blocked up by the adjacent caftles, * — 

Lippa , Khonad, Karanfebes , Lugos , Herkonifta, Becky Bechke - 
reky and Sabbia (A), were to have their walls demolilhed : 
that the navigation of the Teiffe and Maros (hould be free 
to the fubjefts of both empires ; and the country between 
flie Danube and Teiffe, called Bachkdb, remain in the empe- 
ror’s hands : that the boundary of the eaftern part of Hun- 
gary , belonging to the emperor, fliould be a right line drawn 
from the mouth of the Maros towards the banks of the Teiffe , 
to*the mouth of the Bffut, where it falls into the Save : that 
towards the fouth the Save (hould part the Turki/h from the 
imperial limits, till it receives the Unna ; and that no new 
caftles, befides Belgrade and Peterwaradin t (hould be crefted, 
or old ones fortified, any-where within thofc boundaries. 

The Rujfian ambaflador made a truce only for two <p €rms 
years (B), upon the foot of each party poflelling what he agreed on 
had taken. The Poles made a truce on like terms with the 
Soltdn ; namely, that they (hould have Kaminieky Podolia 9 
an$ Ukranidy reftored to them in the fame extent as pofTefied 
by them, before Soltan Mohammed's firft expedition into Po- 
land : and, on the other hand, refign Soczava , Nemoz , and 
Soroka in Moldavia , to the Turks . The Venetians obtained 
rhefe conditions, that all the Morea , as far as Hexamilos, 

(hould belong to them ; and the firm land, with Naupak - 
turn (or Lepanto ) Prove fa , and the caflle of Romania , which 
had been demolifhed, (hould be reftored to the Turks : that 
the bay of Korinth (hould be common to both ; and the Ve- 
netians pofiefs Lenkade, with the adjacent iflands. The 
yearly tribute paid by the illands in the Archipelago, to the by allpar~ 
Venetians , was to be aboli filed ; and Zakinth to be declared tin. 
free from the like burthen by the Turks . In Dalmatia Knin , 

Cingy Kikluty Verlika , Duare, and Vergoraz , were to be left 
to the republic, and fixed as the boundaries of their domi- 
nions on that fide. The Ragujians were to continue free, 
and the Venetians to retain the caftles of Cajlelnuovo and 


• (A) Ricaut has Czanad for 

Khonady Berfche for Beck, and 
Sabla for Sabbia . 

(B)*But afterwards, on fend- 
ing an ambaflfador to the Porte , 
the time was enlarged to 30 
years, on condition that the RuJ - 
Jians (hould retain Afof \ and all 
other places on the Kiefer taken 


from the Turks ; only Kafkermen 
near the mouth of that river was 
to be dexnolilhcd, and left to the 
Turks . Neither could our au- 
thor, Ricaut, find that the Ruffi- 
ans could obtain a fiee trade in 
the Black fea , with all the in- 
ftances they made for it. 


RifanQy 
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A. D. Rifano , with what they poflefled in the neighbourhood. Both 

1698. parties were allowed to fortify their borders with new for* 

trellis ; or to repair thofe which were decayed, excepting 
Naupaktum , Prevefa , and the callle of Romania before-men- 
tioned (C). * 

FreJI? The Turkijh ambaffadors, at their return to Adrianoplc , 

murmurs receive royal rewards for their fcrvices from the So!tdn ; who 
having fettled a peace with all his enemies, difbands his armf , 
and departs for Confiantinople. There comipitting the whole 
adminiftration of affairs to Hujfeyn Pajha , he removes, with 
his court, to Karijhtiran (D), to divert, by hunting, his re- 
gret for the lofs of fo many provinces. f But thf .people, efpe- 
cially the foldiery, grow uneafy at this rccefs of their Saltan , 
after fo many toils, as if the peace was granted them for no 
other end but to watch and cenfure his words and aftions. 
They bluflied not to fay in their affemblies, that he feemed 
difpofed to imitate his father in all things ; and that, like 
Hej mi, him, after applying the firft years of his reign wholly to the 

1699. affairs of flatc, he was now refolved to follow dogs and hunt- 
ing, though he was yet young, and not fo confpia.ous for 
his fcrvices to the Ottoman empire as Saltan Mohammed: 

a%an, t r . alledging that he had recovered nothing from the enemy, nor 
Soltan. don-* any thing deferving the thanks of the public during the 
late war, except *n hindering the enemy to penetrate farther 
into the empire. They there fore conclude, that fince his fa- 
ther, illuftrious for fo many viftone-. was depofed on account 
of his cxccfllve fondnefs for hunting, it was to be feared that 
a like, if not a worfe fate, would attend the fon, who was 
much inferior to him J . 


Ruffian T o avoid thefe reproaches, Soltan Mojlafa takes a method, 
frepar a- often tried, and retires to Adrianoplc with the IVazir , and 
tio/is. all the great officers of the enfpire ; which had the defired 
effeft. During his flay there, in the month of Rdjcb ; 


1 Cant. p. 

(C) Ricaut has given the 
treaties made with the feveral 
confederate powers at large. 
The conferences began about 
the middle of November 1698, 
and by difputes were <fpun out 
in that cold place, till the new 
year began. The Ruffians were 
the firft who figned the treaty ; 
the Poles and Germans figned 


425, & feq. 

two days after ; the Venetians , 
laft of all. 

(D) A town between Cborlc* 
(or Chturli ) and Purgaz , near 
the road to Adrianople, where is 
a fine palace built by Mo%ammeJ 
IV. for the conveniency of 
hunting in that pleafant coun- 
try, whole hares are famous for 
their fwiftnefs. Cant. 


11 11 
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1 1 1 1 (E), he is informed by letters from the Kh&n of Tar - A. D. 
tary, that the Czar of Ruffia having changed the habit and 1699. 
religious ceremonies of his country (F), had introduced thofe 
of Germany , and raifed a very numerous army, difciplined 
after ,the German manner : that he was preparing a fleet with 
the utmoft expedition, as well as building new* cities and 

• cattles on the Don , Nieper , and other rivers : that therefore 
the Soltan ought to take care left while [ie was at eafe from 
the Germans ift the weft, a new Nemche Gyawr (G) from 
the north did not endanger the Othmhn empire ; fince nothing 
could hinder the Ruffians from over-running all Krim Tartary 
Jh the firff Campaign* before the Othmdns could come to its 
relief : that it was neceflary therefore either to fettle a firm 
peace, or immediately to declare war, before the enemy could 
ftrengthen themfelves ; and that if the Soltan fhould doubt 
the truth of this report, he woulcf do well to fend a trufty 
officer, who might examine it on the fpot. 

Hereupon Soltan Moftafa fends his matter of horfe, Kibleli 
Kibleli Ogli, fon to the IVazir’s fitter, without that tniniftcr’s 
knowledge, into Krim Tartary ; with orders ftriftly to pry 
into the conduft of the Ruffians , and immediately return* 
without acquainting any perfon* with the orcafion of hi- 
journey. For all this charge Kibleli Oglt y before hi «Vpai' 
ture, fecretly informs his uncle of the Soltan s commiliion. 

* Huffeyn Paftjei , for fear this fpark fhould become a grcatei 
flame than what had oeen extinguifhed, dire&s his kinfman 
to come to him, at his return, for inftrudlions what to fay, 
before he went to the Soltan . Kibleli obeys his uncle’s or- 
ders ; and, being returned, goes to him hi difguile, and 
acquaints him, that the Ruffians had built a large fleet at two 
places, VaroneJbinnA Azak (fl), and were every day incrcaf- 
ing it : that they had fortified Taganorok in a furprifing 
Planner ; and that above 20,000 workmen were employed in 
building new fortifications : that the works at Kamenzaton , 
above the Nieper , were already finifhed, and the catarafts of 
that* river opened fit for navigation : that the Tatars had no- 
thing fecure beyond the Kherfonefus ; and were perpetually 
annoyed by the incurfions of the Kofaks. 

The Wazir, confidering that if thefe and many other fafts folfe re- 
of the like nature, were related to the SoltAn, that they would P ort 

(E) December 1699. the Carr's introducing the Gcr- 

(F) The firft is true ; the laft man difeipline. For Nemche , with 

falfe. Cant. the Turks , fignifies Germany , or 

(G) That is, a new German the Germans. 

infidel i in dilution, doubtlefs, to (H) Feronitz and Afof. 


oc;ca- 
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A. D. occafion a more dreadful war than the former, defires his 
1699. nephew to conceal them, and perfuade his mafter that the 
L Kharis report of things was a mere fiftion, aggravated after 
the ufual manner of the Tatars , impatient for plunder : that 
the Ruffians had, indeed, during the war, began feveral caftles, 
but had now difcontinued their works; were defirotfs of 
nothing more than prefcrving the peace and commerce be-,, 
tween both nations ; and for that end would foon difpatch an 
ambaflador extraordinary to the refplenden t Porte. Kihleli 
Ogli, furnifhed with this falfe ftory, next Say waits on Bolt an 
Mojlafa , as if juft come from his journey, and tells him ex- 
aft ly what he had been taught. The Bolt an , ftffj>efting hfe 
fidelity, is extremely incenfed againft* the Kh/in ; and, in a 
letter, fevcrely reprimands him for his falfe information. The 
Khan perceiving by this that the Bolt hi had been impofed 
on by his mafter-of-horfe, anfwers, that he never dared pre- 
fume to offer falftioods to his majefty, but judged that Kihleli 
Ogli , bribed by the enemy, had concealed what he had ieen 
and heard in the Krlm, and perhaps had accufed him of falfe* 
hood, becaufc he had not received fuch rich prefents from 
him as he expefted : adding, that the account which he had 
before given his majefty, \tos as evident as the light of the 
fun ; and that Kibleli Ogli himfclf would not deny it, in cafe 
he was ftriftly examined. 

detected This anfwcr of the Khan being delivered by unknown 
and pu- perfons to the Soltdn , as he was coming out of the Jdmii he 
nijhed. immediately fends for KibLii Ogli , who, threatened with death 
in cafe he did not declare the truth, acknowledges that every 
thing which the Khan had after ted was faft ; and, humbly 
begging pardon for his crime, alleges, that what he did was 
by perfuailon of the IVazir, whofe commands he could not 
refufe «n account both of his autftority and relationlhip. The 
impofture of both being thus detected, the Soltdn deprives 
Kibicii Ogli of his poll, and banhhes him ; but foon after or- 
ders him to be put to death. At the fame time removing 
Hujfeyn Pajhd from the office of Wazir , he banifhes him to a 
village near Sillcbria , though without touching his eftate. 
After his renToval, the IVazlrJhip, by a very rare example, was 
vacant 4c days, till the arrival of Dultahdn Mojlafa Pajhd go- 
vernor of Baghdad, whom the Soltdn had refolved to advance 
to that diguity, for having fubdued the Arabs (I) ; and daring 

this 

fT) This Pajld having been* if favouring the Arabs , anoffi- 
faliiy nreufed during this expe- cer was fent to takeoff his head: 
dition, by Rami Reis Ef'endi, as but finding he had fubdued them, 

and 
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this interval Silakdar Hdjfan Pajhd had the admiaiftration of A. D. 
affairs under the title of Vekil ro . 1699. 

A s foon as the new Watlr was veiled with his office, he 
calls for a lift of the caftles which the Oihmdn empire was pof- ®°hahih 
felled of before the laft war with the Germans ; and finding 
by it that a great many towns beyond xhoSaave, which he had Zlr ’ 

Jaken from the Germans when Plfha of Bofnia, were reftored 
to them by the peace, he is extremely jyovoked, declaring 
that the perfons who had made the peace were no lefs Gyavirs 
than the Germans themfelves, fince they had delivered-up, 
without any neceffity, fo many places reduced to the Othmdn. 
obedience by*his own blood ; and had given Kaminiek , a city 
defigned by Soltdn Mohammed for the bulwark of the whole 
empire, as well as a noble monument of the Mufulman reli- 
gion, by the erection of a magnificent Jdnti, in exchange for 
three towns of Moldavia filled with Chriftians. Not content 
with reproaching the makers of the peace, he refolves to 
break it, and particularly to declare war againft the Poles , 
whofc weaknefs, while Serajkier on that fide, he had ob- 
ferved ; and the rather as the confufed ftate of Europe , on 
the death of the king of Spain, was fuch, that neither the em- 
peror, nor any other Chriftian power, could aflift them. 

His next bufinefs was to feek a handle for declaring war, pj ots 
left the people, thinking the truce violated, might fear th tagainjltle 
*vent : but having no pretence to accufe the Poles of a breach Mufti, 
of the treaty, he declares, that th cCthmdn ambafladors had 
afted contrary to the Koran, and the Soltdn' s command, by 
giving-up more than their orders would juftify 5 for which 
reafon he refolves to put them to death. But perceiving that 
the Mufti's authority would be a great obftacle in this affair, 
fince he had not only approved of the peace by his Fetvah , 
but was iilfo a profeft patron of the ambafladors, he detertnines 
to difpatch him privately, in reverence to his office. With 
this view he feigns a fincere friendftup for him, often vifiting 
him in a familiar manner, and difeourfing with him about 
public affair $ t At laft, when he thought the matter ripe for 

m Cant. p. 428, Sc feq. * 


and that it was dangerous to 
execute his commiQion, he re- 
turns and tells the Soltdn how 
matters flood. After this, Dol- 
tahdn , knowing the Mufti's co- 
ve to ufneis, and great inter ell 
with the whole preceptor 
he had been, fends him a pre- 
Mod. Hist. Vol. XIII. 


fent of 60,000 gold crowns. 
Ftiizallah Ejfendi , in return, of* 
fers to get him made Waxtr 
(Hujfeyn Paflw being fickly,and 
become unfit for affairs by bis 
drunkennefs ) ; which he accord- 
ingly performed. Cant . 


I 


execu- 



114 Hijlory of the Othman Empire. B. XV, 

A. D. execution, he invites the Mufti to a fplendid entertainment ; 

1699* directing fome of his chamberlains fuddenly to ftrangle that 
V- — r prelate with a cord, when the water was pouring-out for him 
to wa(h his hands* 

His Kyc- But this plot, through his own imprudence, proved his 
haya\r ruin : for having difcovered the fecrct to his Kyehaya Ibrahim 
treackoy. Ago. (K), the latter, to ingratiate himfelf with the Mufti , gotfs 
with the Kafdb B'ajbi (L), and informs him of the danger. 
On this the Mufti , pretending fi child's*, throws himfelf on 
his bed ; and, in a faint voice, anfwers the Wazir , now come 
to invite him (M), that he was extremely forryjhis hidden in- 
difpolition fliould prevent his going : %ut that he would fend 
his fon, the Nakib Effendi , to fupply his place. When Ifuf- 
feyn Pq/bd was gone, the Mufti lends for the Reis Effendi, 
Rami Mchcmed Pdjhd, lately made a Kubbeh IKazir (N), and 

Man- 


(K) For this treachery lie 
was, by the Mufti' % application, 
made Pajhu of Salonika ; ami on 
account of his lameneis named 
\ Papal Ibrahim Pq/bd, that is, 
Ibrahim PaJJ:d the lame : but 
died a few months after in hor- 
rible torments, as it was faid, 
Calling on the name of hit mat- 
ter. Cant. 

(L) Or chief butcher ; whofe 

bufinefs is to fefi that none hut 
found and frelh meat be brought 
to market, or fold above the 
flatc^ price. There is another 
made in time of war, to buy cat- 
tle for the army. He was named 
Kara Mebemed Aga , front his 
blackilh complexion, and was 
the richefl Turk in his time : for 
he <-ften lent 500 or 1000 purfes 
at three dftys notice, but was 
Hripped of all at lad; as is 
commonly the cafe with fuch 
men, on a falfe accufation. 
Cant . • 

(M) The Wazir and Mufti, 
who hold the highefl offices in 
the Hate, never meet without 
great previous ceremonies 5 the 
Mufti fending a proper officer 
to know if the Waxir is at lei- 


fure for a vifit j the U uAr fends 
his officer to conduct him. Be- 
ing come in his chariot to the 
If u'zir't palace, he ia led under 
th« m ami, by two other domeftic 
omcers to the Hair- cafe, where 
the IVazir meets him on thcfirH 
Hep, and falutes him. Then go- 
ing-up, the Mufti follows, and, 
with both hands on his bread, 
blefles the people on both fides, 
with a peace be with you. Being 
come into the room, he is feac- 
ed on the right haiid of the Wu- 
• a/V. Cant. 

(N) He was of mean birth, 
and applied himfelf to learning 
and poetry. When he had fi- 
mlhed his Hudies, and left the 
academy (where he got the name 
of Rcn.i), he frequented taverns ; 
where, being handfome, and 
having a fwcet voice, as well :i» 
(kill in mufic, he got a tolerable 
livelihood. He was removed 
from this way of life bjr the fa- 
mous poet Ndbi Effendi, by whofe 
inflr'u&ions he was eHcemcd at 
court a good writer : for he out- 
did all the Turkijh writers in 
quickoefs of wit, and elegance 
of expreffion. He was firit pro- 
moted 
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MaurokorJatm : who being made acquainted with the defign A. D. 
agaiiifl: them, it was agreed, by fome accufation, true or 1699. 
falfe, to procure the Wazir to be removed ; and, if poflible, 
to be put to death. The Mufti undertakes this province, and 
next day informs Salt An Moftafa , that the Wazir was engaged 
in fome new defigns deflrudtive to the whole Othmtin empire ; 

.had fecrerly lifted a very numerous army ; made his depen- 
dents officers in it ; and ordered them to^sxcite the foldiers to 
■ demand a rupture. of the peace, with a charge todepofehis 
majefty, if he refufed to gratify their defires n . 

The Soil An readily believing what that prelate, for whom p ut t§ 
lte had a great efleeni? falfely charged upon the IVazir, orders death. 
him to be fent for ; and, having loaded him with reproaches, 
commands him to be put to death (0), without fuffering him 
to fpertk in his own defence (P), and gave his poll to Rdnii 
M chant'd Pii/hd. But from the Wazfr* s blood, as from a 
copious fountain, torrents of human gore flowed-out. The 
Ulema , citizens and foldiers of Conjhintinople, hearing what 
had happened at Adrianoplc, begin to complain openly of 
the prefent ad mi nifl ration ; declaring, “ That the new IVaztr , 

• 

n Cant. p. 430, &feq. 


moted by the JVazir Elmas, and 
made Reis Effendi by Hitfjcyn 
Pajhd, who joined him with 
Muurukordatus in making the 
peace ; although in effett lie did 
nothing but what tin- latter pro- 
pofed. After the rebellion he 
was made Payed of Egypt, under 
the V/ea.ir Ha [dm ; and thenc^ 
removed to Cyprus, where his 
conllitution being proof againll 
the bad air tco long, an officer 
was fent to put him to death ; 
but he died while facing his 
prayers. Cant. 

(O) Motrayr , who was then 
at Conjlruitinople , pa He - over this 
remarkable event with as little 
notice as if he had been a thou- 
fand miles off. He only fays, 
that UJfeim Pajhd , having, in 
October, defired leave to lay 
down his Vizirjhip, one Altaian 
Mujlapha, a Georgian flave, a 
bold, haughty, unpolite man, 


who could not write his own 
name, fucceeded him, and was 
firangled fome weeks after, oc- 
cafioncd, as it was faid, by a 
quarrel with the Mufti. Travel * , 
Vol. I. p. 21$. 

(P) The hiflory of this affair 
is told at large by prince Cante- 
mir, in a note, p.4.14, fcq . 
where the folly, as well ^is in- 
juihee, of the Solid?!, appears to 
a furprifing degree in putting 
Doltabda to death, on the bare 
accufation of the Mufti , without 
allowing him the hearing, tho* 
he faid he had fomething of im- 
portance to impart to him. Be- 
ing afked, at the place of execu- 
tion, what it was he had to fay 
to the Solyin, he anfwered, that 
he could impart it to none but himz 
although he Jhould not then behold , 
without horror , the face of fuch a 
Soltdn as put thofe to death who 
faithfully fervid him. Cant. 


- I 2 


“ Mufti, 
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A. 1>. Mufti , and other great officers, were traitors ; and that 

1699. « their whole management tended to the ruin of the em- 
*4 “ pife : that- for this purpofe they had perfuaded the Solt&n 

“ to put to death Daltabdn Mojtafa PafliA, one of the greateft 
** hero’s of the age, who had twice fignalized his abilities 
“ againft the Germans and Arabs ; fo that fuppofmg he had 
€t been guilty of feme mifeonduft, he fhould rather have* 
4< been banifhed, that he might, when oecafion required, be 
€< let loofe upon an enemy : but that thej being jealous of his 
u merit, would not fuffer him to live ; and had raifed to the 
“ tVazirfoip Rami Mehemcd Effendi, a good feribe indeed, and 
“ a learned man, but unfit for fuch am office : *that this was 
“ the reafon of perfuading the Soft An, thereby become haugh- 
gt ty, to refide at Adrianoplc , and wander in the woods, while 
The people u *h e capital of the empire, by abfence of the court and ty- 
murmur . « rann y G f governors, was reduced to the lowed poverty 1 

“ that to difgrace it the more, Kyoprili Abdo'lla Pafbft (Q^), a 
“ youth of eighteen, who, except the glory of his father, 
41 had nothing to recommend him but his marriage with the 
4i Muftis daughter, was appointed Kaymaykam ; as if no 
a( bounds could be fet to the Mufti's will, who wanted but 
“ little of ingrofling, with his family, the whole Othm&n em- 
4t pil e : that all the bed Mollahjhips were filled by his young 
“ fons, or thofe who could purchafe them; for that his houfe 
11 was become the office of avarice, where judice and eccle- 
“ fiadical dignities were fold to the rich, indead of being bc- 
“ dowed on men of integrity and learning °.” 

New pro- Such difcoiyfes as thefe diffidently indicated the people’s 
•vocation readinefs to revolt : all they wanted was a leader, and plau- 
giwen dble oecafion : which lad is foon given them by the Kay may- 
Hej, 1114. Mm himfclf. For in Mobarramy 1 14, after the Janizaries had 
received their pay, the Jebeji, who are next in order, went to 
the houfes of the Kaymaykam and Tefterddr , defiring alfo to 
be paid : but Kioprili Abdtfllah putting them off from day to 
day, about 40 of them go the Diwdn , while he is hearing 
caufes, and by an Arzuhal befeech him to grant their demand 
in turn. € This petition firing his youthful blood, he re- 

0 Cant, p, 432, & feq. See alfo Motray s Travels, Vol. S, 
C. 13. p. 230. 

(QJ The fon of Kioprili Mo- moderation ; and afrer he had 
fiapbaPaJba , flain in the battle quelled ^ rebellion, was made 
of Salankamen , 1691. After Pa/ha of Si was (or Sehaflia in 
thefe troubles, growing wifer Anatolia) by Soli an Ahmed III. 
with age, he atted with more Cant . 


proaches 
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proaches the Jebcji tifc&y injurious language, andiftds them A. D, 
wait, becaufe there was no.mohey W the treasury. The fol- 1699. 
dlers, provoked, at this, “treatment, in gping-off, return the 
Kayim pkdm's . reproaches with great fhirpnef^ 'on the very 
flairs of the Diwdn, and fo loua that tfie by-tfaaders could. . 
hear almoft every word. 

The Kaymaykdntbtlng informed of this, commands the l y the 
*Muhzurs (R) to go feize and carry them to their chief officer, Kaymay- 
to be put to death : for it is a capital crime among the Turks kam. 
to contradict, or ufe? reproachful terms to any judge, efpecl- 
ally the- Kaymaykdm 9 who is fuppofed to be the Soltdn' s vice- 
gerent. The Muhzurj uling force, are refitted by the Je- 
beji , who, raifing a tumult in the ftreet, in the ufual phrafe of 
the foldicrs, Toldajb Tokmidur P Arc no companions at hand P 
call out for afliftance. At this cry the Jebeji 9 flocking from 
all parts, refcue their fellows from the officers of juftice, and 
returning to their quarters, there give an account of what had 
happened ; adding, that it was in vain to expett their pay 
while the diftribution was in the hands of a boy, whofe brains 
were turned by his high and undeferved dignity. The re- 
ferment thus kindled, is inflamed by Kdrakajb Mehemed 9 a 
man of great boldnefs, and fond *of changes in the govern- • 
ment ; who, exciting the whole aflembly to revenge the in- 
jury, they immediately take arms, and 2 un to the Kaymay - 
ham's palace. 

AT OP RILI Abdo'Ilab Pajbd being informed of their ap- The fol~ 
proach, efcapes through a back-door ; while the Jebeji, on dim rife . 
their difappointment, run about in parties to ftir-up the Ja- 
nizaries and Ulema . Next day the leaders* of the fedition 
meet in the At-meyddn (S) ; and there bind themfelves by oath 
either to dcflroy the tVazir , Mufti , and other oppreflors of 
the people, or perifh in the attempt. In this aflembly Firdri 
Ha/fan Pajba offers to be their leader, and is, by them, ap- 
pointed Kaymaykum (T) in the room of Kyofrili Ogli. The 


(R) Their name is derived 
from Ihxar 9 to bring ; bccaufe 
their bufuvds, befides guarding 
$]ie Wazjr's palace, is to bring 
the guilty, and if any are to be 
confined, to keep them till the 
next Dihvdn. — «-To put male- 
factors to death there is a body 
taken" out of the Mub%ari 9 who, 
from the Falang *, or inilrumcnt 
ufed in beheading, arc called 
Fafangaji, Can,t. 


(S) Or Hippodrome , built by 
Jujlinian, near St. Sophia, and 
(till ufed to nir and oKercife the 
Sol tan's horfes. Cant. 

(T) Mo trays fays, that Fir alii 9 
having Urangled rhe Kapiji Ba- 
Jhi , fent tc* llrangle him, he hid 
himfelf among his women in 
Conjlanti nople t and appeared on 
being cried by a public crier. 
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Nakib Kititibi Mekemed Effendi (U), affixes the office of Mufti , 

' and Dorojan Ahmed Pajbfi, a perfon of no note, who had been 
recalled from, his Pafbdlik, and lived privately, is made Wazir 
by the rebels^ KuUkychaya Chalik Aimed Aga is appointed 
Jcmizar Agafi > and DiwAli Aga (X), who had been deprived 
of the port of Kul-kyehaya , is reftored to that office. By 
their advice the conspirators fhut the gates of the city, and 
Suffer no man to go forth unlcfs fent by themfclves, to pre- 
vent the Soltan beifig informed of their defigns. After this 
they plunder the magazines of the arms kept there ; and pre- 
pare themfelvcs for war with the empire. 

SOLTAN Moftdfa , when he heard of this Edition, fends 
Moftafa Effendi, the chief fecretary, to enquire into the reafon 
of fo great a rebellion in his capital city, with a promife to 
grant all their defires : but, aniving at the gate on the eighth 
day of the {edition, the guard force himfiom his horfe, and 
carry him to the At-meydan ; where the people, feizing him as 
a fpy, before their leaders could reftrain them, beat him al- 
mofl to death, and tortured him to fuch a degree, to make 
him confefs what the Soltan was doing, that they left him 
neither fenfe nor fpecch to declare any thing. ^ ct this (which 
they imputed to his obftisacy, rather than their own crhel 
treatment) incenfing them more agaiuft the Soltan, they af- 
fcmble above 56,000 foidiers on the 19th day; and, leaving 
the city, rei’olve utteilv to deflrov Adriano file, as the rival of 
the capital, in cafe the inhabitants fliould dare to oppofe them. 
Being come to Hap fa, a town not far from thence, they fend 
to inform the Soltan , “ That they had not taken-up arms 
“ either to fight againft: him, or the Mufidmdns , but only tq 
“ oblige the evil minideis to fubmit to be tiied by the dhine 
“ judgment of the Koran : but that, if he fliould life the 
“ tyord to decide this affair, -they would repel -force with 
tl force ; and he would be accountable to God for the nced- 
“ lefs effufion of Mufidman blood/’ They likewife privately 
warn the inhabitants of Adrianople not to appear in arms, if 
they would avoid being plundered ; fwce they came not to 
fight with their brethren, but to punifh tfie betrayers and 
pppreffors«of the Oilman empire z . 


* Cant. p. 433, & fe q. 


(U He rvas of tfye race of 
'Amin, arui had been Mufti in 
the reign o/ Mubammed 1 V . He 
was called Kiazibi , or liar, as 
being thought much given to 
Cant . 


(X) He was the only*one of 
the rebel party who eicapcd the' 
purfuitef Ahmecflll. flying tQ 
Jezayri , or Algiers ; fo that he 
could never be found. Cant. 
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The Soltan, on this meflage, aflembles his European A. D. 
troops -with the utmoft expedition, and orders them to march 1699. 
under the conduft of the Waztr Rami Mehtmcd , againft the * 
rebels : who, by a Fetvah of the Mufti, Feyzo'llah Effendi (Z), J ot * 
are declared Gyavjrs ; and thofe pronfifed a crown of mar- them * 
tyrdom, who fhould die fighting valiantly againft them. But, 
when both armies were in Tight, the Nakib Effendi , who afted 
as Mufti among the confpirators, holds-up the Koran to the 
Saltan's forces, and defires them to consider : " That they 
“ were brethren of the fame religion, the fame blood, and 
“ fubjefts of the fante dominion : that the people of Conftan - 
“ tinople had not taken-up arms to overturn the empire, or 
“ attempt arap thing agginft the facred law : but to punifti the 
“ infidels, and contemners of the law, agreeably to its pre- 
“ cepts ; and that, if they endeavoured to oppofe fo pious 
“ a defign, they would draw upon themfelves, not only the 
u indignation of God, but likewife the fevereft puniftunents.” 

The Soltan' s troops are fo affefted with this fpeech, that they 
abandon the Wazir , and join the rebels, faluting them bre- 
thren. 

The Waztr , in this defperate ftate, flies, with two fer- The Mufti 
vai\ts in difguife, to Varna ; and, from thence, back to Con - tortured . 
Jlantinople , concealing himfelf, for fome time, in a houfc 
which he had in the fnburbs of /hub. Mean time the re- 
bels encamped under the city, at Soiik Chcfhmrfi (A) ; and, 
from thence, fend to demand the heads of the Wazir, the 


(Z) He was a native of Wan, 
in Armenia , and of the Amir 
race. In the time of Moham- 
med IV. when Muderis , or maf- 
ter, of the Soleymdniyah fchool, 
he was appointed Shehxadeh t 
Hoja, or preceptor to the Soltan’j 
children , Moftafa and Ahmed \ 
After having often changed, 
contrary to cuftom, his ecclefi- 
aftical employments, he was cre- 
ated Mufti, and continued in that 
dignity for feven years ; a thing 
unheard of among the Turks . 
He was a man of no great learn- 
ing, and more crafty than wife: 
yet had fuch an afeendant over 
the Soltan , that he never did any 
thing without confulting him, 
nor could refufe him any thing. 
He was fo covetous, that he 


took prefents with both hands ; 
would afk for them, if not of- 
fered him ; and would for mo- 
ney give any Fetwah defiled of 
him, whether right or wrong. 
The eldeil of his four Tons he 
appointed Naktb ; and conferred 
rich Molluhjhips on the other 
three, though but young; which 
gained him the hatred of the 
Ulema, as well as people. What 
was worfe, he encouraged them, 
like another Eli, in «a!l forts of 
extravagancies. — Cant. 

(A) The fountain of Soluk , 
fo called, either becaufe the 
builder was of the order of the 
Soldki, or elic had loll a hand. 
It is in a field a mile from Adri- 
anople , in the road to Conjianti «• 
nople . Cant. 

I 4 


Mufti 
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A. p. Mufti with his fons, and Mdutokordatus. The Soltin, expelt- 
*6^g. ing tins, had fent-off the Mufti two days before, out with 
feveral Bofidnyi's to attend him, with defign to flop his flight, 
if th6 danger encreafed : finding therefore the rebels tpore ob- 
ftinate in their demands, he fends for him back, and delivers 
him up, with his two fons. As foon as they have him in their 
power, they fix nails in his knees ; and, by other horrid 
cruelties, endeavour to make him difcover the Immcnfe trea- 
fores he was reported to have amafled : but, being a man of 
great courage, he bears all with Angular patience ; and utters 
not one word, excepting to defire vengeance from God on 
foch an impious and ungrateful people. At length, exhaufled 
with fo many torments, he is put to ddkth; and his body (B) 
thrown into the river, as if he had been an infidel, and un- 
worthy of burial. 

Mollafa The Soltdn , perceiving, from thefe circmn fiances, that 
reftgns the people were more exafperated againfl him than he had 
imagined, fends to Dorojan Ahmed Pajha (C), the Wazir of 
the rebels, the feal belonging to that employment ; and con- 
firms the other officers chofen by them in their polls : with a 
promife to grant all their demands, and deliver up to them 
the Wazir , and Maurokordatus, who were fled, as foon as 
they fhould be taken. But, growing more prefumptuous by 
the Soft tin's conflcfccnfion, they concert meafures to depofe 
him. For this end, they diipatch a letter to Ahmed y brother 
of Salt jin MoJlafa y dc firing him, fince they fcrupled to enter 


(B) As the laws of the Kordn x 
and the empire, forbid putting 
a Mufti or Mollah to death 
(the higheft punilhment of the 
whole order of the Ulema and 
Kadis' being banifhmcnt), the 
rebels, to excafe their treat- 
ment of him, declared he was 
a Gyaivr ; and would not allow 
his body Mohammedan burial, 
but hir^d a Greek priell to put 
him in the ground. This man 
got fome perfon to drag him 
along, while he went before 
finging, inflea d of the burial 
hymn. Ordure he vpon % thy foul ; 
and, at lad, flung it into the 
river, having firft, it is faid, 
perfumed it with frankincenfe, 
and repeated two Turkijh verfes, 
^ipfe fenfe is, neither yours ncr 


ours , he is gone direiily to belli 
with which the T urfu were fo 
pleafed, that they bothpraifed 
and rewarded the Pdf a for his 
ingenuity. Cant . 

(C) So called by the rebels, 
becaufe like Dorojhenko , Het- 
m&n of the Kojdks, who was call- 
ed Dorojhdn by the Turks, But 
he was before named Damad 
Ahmed Pajha i that is, Ahmed 
Pajha the Jon-in-la^w : becaufe 
he had married the filler of the 
Wazir Amuje Ogli, Hufjeyn. Pa- 
Jhd, and grandaughter of fCyo* 
prili Moftafa Pajha $ the* hand;, 
fomeft woman in her time, but 
fo lafeivious, that fhe kept ma- 
ny gallants, efpecially Franks. 
— Cant , 

the 
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the imperial palace with aft armed force, to come, if poflible, A* D. 
to the caflipf either With or without his brother's leave, and 1699. 
the army would immediately proclaim him emperor. V— v ^-j 

SOtTAN Mojtafa, intercepting this letter, continues t ^ ng 
long in fufpence, whether he lbould hill his brother, or vo -/* Ahmed, 
luritarily refign the fcepter to him. Many of his donaeftfck 
officers advife the fratricide ; alledging, fnat the confpirators 
•would be obliged to confirm him in the throne, in cafe there 
were no other heirs to the empire. Bift the Solthn abhors 
fuch a deed, and cefolves to commit hhnfelf to the divine 
providence. He goes therefore to Ahmed, and, embracing 
him with great affe&ion, informs him, that he was tinh/er- 
fally defiled to fill tlie throne, and firft falutes him Soltan , 

At his departure, he fpeaks as follows ; 44 Remember, bro- 
44 ther, that, while I governed the empire, you enjoyed the 
44 utmoft liberty ; I defire you will allow me the fame. Think 
* alfo, that, although you by right afcend this throne, as 
44 having been pofleffed by your father and brother, yet, that 
44 the inftruments of yotfr advancement are treacherous re- 
44 bels, who, if you fuffer them to efcape with impunity, 

44 will quickly treat you as they do me (D) at prefent.” 

Having faid this, he retires to the fame chamber in which 
he had kept his brother ; where, fix months after his depo- 
fition (E), he died of a difiemper contra&efi through melan- 
choly. He reigned eight years and fome months. 

SO LT A N Mofiafa was a prince of great expc&ations in w s c ha- 
the beginning of his reign ; but fortune afterwards blafted ratter. 
them. He had greater advantages from nature than both his 
predecefiors : for he was of a mature judgment, great appli- 
‘ cation, and Arift fobriety. Neither covetous in colletting, 
nor profufe in diftributing, the publifc monies. He was a 
good archer, and expert horfeman. A lover of jufiice(IQ, and 
very devout in his religion. He gained great reputation by 
the peace of Carbwitz ; which, having been in vain attempted 
by his father and uncles, he fetded, by wonderfully recon- 
ciling all parties. 

He was, as to his perfon, of a moderate fize ; his face , 
round, and beautified with red and white : his* beard red, li r tr ' on ' 


• • (D) Ahmed followed the ad- phew Mahmud advanced in his 
vice of his brother, and, pro- room. Ahmed died in 1736. 
bably 4 by that means, efcaped (E) More properly his abdi- 
an early depofition. However cation, Vhich is a voluntary 
that fate b$fel him at laft : for depofition ; by which he pre- 
he was depofed in 1 7 30, by a vented a forcible one. 
ftditibh bt the foldiery, which (F) His treatment of Doltabdn 
a corrupt adminiftration had calls in queftion both his judg- 
giy’fn occafiQn to ^ and his ne- xnent and juftice, 

thin* 
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A.D. thin, and not long : his nofe rtiort, and a little turned-up : 

1 ^ 99- his eyes blue; and his brows thin and yellow. In the fpring, 
ufed to have fpots break out in his face, which difappeared 
again in the winter. He left no fon alive (F), although he 
had been father of feveral. He was particularly fond of Ibra- 
him (G), fon of his uncle Ahmed , whom he always carried 
with him ; and defigned, as was thought, for his fucceflor, 
in cafe he died without iflue a . 

* Cant. Othm. Hill. p. 435, &;feqq. 

(F) Mot rays fays, he left three (G) H* * . a hopeful and 

fons, Jefus, Muftapha, and Ma- good nat* ' r.incfe*; but died 
hornet . Trav. vol. i. p. 247.— at Co hr ay alter I left that 

Perhaps Mahotnet is a miftake city. Can 
for Mahmud, who fucceeded 
Ahmed 111* 


End of the Othman History. 
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Univerfal Hiftory. 


BOOK XVI. 


CHAP. I. 

‘ The Hijlory of the Difpcrficn tf the Jews ; or an 
Account of their dif refid State from the De- 
(Irudlion of Jerufaiem to the End of the lajl 

W E concluded the fecond part of the antient hiftory 
of the Jews, with an account of the dreadful liege 
of their once celebrated metropolis ; the horrid 
(laughter of fome myriads of its inhabitants j and the difper- t y et i me 0 f 
(ion and miferable flavery of the reft of the JeiviJh nation f : t j H i r 
all which, we there obferved, befel them as a juft punifti- perfion. 
ment for their horrid and complicated impieties, which were 
by that time grown to fuch a monftious height, that Jofc- 
phus himfelf fcruples not to fay, That, if this dreadful ven- 
geance had not fallen upon them, the earth would, af its own 
1 accord, have opened itfclf to fwallow up thofe ungrateful mif- 
creants. Altho 1 the thing, which above all others aggravated 
their^uiir, was their rejecting and crucifying the fo long pro- 
mifed and expelled Mdliah ; who, in confequence of their 
unbelief, injuftice, and horrid ingratitude, exprefly, and. in 
fhe cleareft terms, denounced all thofe woes which have hap- 

j* S$e before, yoI. x. p. 686, & fetj. 

penpd 
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pcned to them exafHy according to his divine ^nd infallible 
prediction. However had the divine vengeance flopped here, 
and had God contented himfelf with the deftru&ion of a city 
and a temple, in which his worfhip had been foimpioufly pro- 
phaned ; and with the difperfion of a rebellious nation, whom 
he had fo often tried to gather under hi? wings ; or had the 
effects of his vengeance fallen only on the guilty, Specially on 
the chiefs of the natfyn, the Scribes and Pharifees, who were 
deepeft in the guilt*; there would have been nothing fur- 
prifing in all their punilhment how heavy foever. , 

Their wo- But that it fhould have continued from generation to gc- 
ful Jl ate neration, and from age to age ; that tjieir poflerity fliould 

ever-Jince. have already groaned under the fame kvere captivity almoft 
feventeen centuries, without the leaft glimpfe of relief or 
abatement, is what may juftly fill us with wonder : efpecially 
if we add to it, that the JzwiJb nation, as unhappy and nume- 
rous as it is over the world, hath preferved itfelf fo long, 
under all the contempt and hatred, ill treatment and cruelty, 
and fometimes under the moil bloody perfections, raif- 
ed againft it almoft in all the places of their diiperfion. 
Such infinite difficulties and difeouragements have they m$t 
with from Chriftians, and Vurks, as well as all other forts 
of nations, that their hiftory is hardly any thing but a con- 
tinued feries of woes and miferies, of injuftice and violence, 
the moft flagrant calamities, and bloody cruelties exercifed 
againft them : fo that one cannot but wonder, how a people, 
whom he might rather have expefted to find long fince 
Preferved drowned in thofe feas of blood which had been drawn from 
hitherto by them, ftiould yetfubfift in fo many parts of the world ; un* 
divine pro- lefs we fuppofe, that the divine providence has preferved 
i vidence them hitherto for fome great and glorious purpofe. 

Anq, if neither the length arid dreadfulnefs of this their 
laft captivity, nor the learned books which have been fince 
written by Chriftians againft them, e^pofing the poor Ihifts 
which their rabbies have been driven to, as well as the many 
palpable lies, forgeries, falje glofles, arid interpretations of the 
facrcd books, to keep up their defponding hope in a Mefliah 
not yet come, hath not hitherto been able to open their eyes 
to their fatal error; if all attempts made by Chriftians, whether 
by fair arguments or by violence, have hitherto proved inef- 
fectual to perfuade them to feck for truth, peace, gncLhap- 
pinefs, in the gofpel of Chrift ; and, if they have all along 
foramira- preferred a miierable and ignominious flavory to their tern- 
cuious ton- poral, as well as eternal, welfare, we may juftly conclude, 
vtrjien. that the divine wifdom and goodnefs, which hath fo wonderi 
fplly preferved them through fuch a feries of ages, and thro’ 
8 fuch 
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fuch vaft difficulties, and dreadful perfections, defigns ihejr 
converfion in his own time to be altogether as* miraculous as 
that of the heathen world. When that glorious and happy 
time will come is one of thofe infcrutable lecrets, which God 
hath been pleafed to referve in his own djfpolal a : altho* we 
cannot read the facred books of the Old and New Teftament 
with any attention, without obferving indifputable promifes 
of their call and total converfion. But, as thislaft is out of 
our province, we lhall readily refer our readers to thofe many 
and learned trcatifeS which have been written on the fubjett, 
particularly thofe which the reader will find in the margin b ; 
whilft we confine ougfelves to what more properly relates to cyp e * 
their hiftory, their difperfion over the world, their various fuhje&cf 
fcttlements in the eaft and weft, their fufferings, their learned this hijlo - 
men and writings, falfe Meffiahs and miracles, their academies ry. 
and famed profeffors, their difpmes with Chriftians and other 
nations, as well as among themfelves : likewife to fuch mate- 
rial occurrences as have happened to them fince the deftruc- 
tion of their city and temple, by the Romans , to the clofe 
of the foregoing century, beginning with thofe who retired 
i immediately after the fad cataftrophe into the eaftern, and 
ending with thofe who fettled in the weftern, parts of the 
world, from which they came to be diftinguifhed into eaftern 
and weftern jews (A). 

By 

a A6ls i. 7. b Vid. int. al. Jose. Mede, Jurieu, Mekunc, 

Rhud, and a late treatife on the reiloration of the Jews and 
Ifrael. Bilhop Sherlock on Prophecy, plur. 

(A) We mud here take no provinces of Europe, where they 
tice to our readers, that, by this have had, or frill have, very 
diftinftion, we do not mean that confiderablq fcttlements. 
ancient one which was made Befides this difrin&i^n, the 
between the Jiwus, who were European] twos divide themfelves 
tranfplantcd beyond the Eu - into northern and fouthern ; the 
pbrates ; and whofe fituation be- former of whom, being thofe 
ing eafterly from thofe of Judea, Who for many ages lived in Grr- 
Syria , Egypt, See. were called many, Denmark, Poland, end 
cafrern,andtliefe weftern. But, by other northern provinces not 
the former, we mean thole who only differ in their liturgy, ce- 
have difperfed themfelves thro’ remonies, and in fome of their 
the ^afrern part qf the world, tenets j but, being more ftrift 
fuch as furky, Perjia, Egypt, adherers to them, do hate and 
Paltjiine , See. ; and, by the lac- defpife the fouthern ones, which 
ter, or weftern, thofe who have are thofe chiefly of Spain and 
been, or ftill are, tolerated in Portugal, who are not only moro 
Italy, Spain, Portugal, Franet, remifa in all theft; refpefts, but, 

England , Germany , and other go even fo far as to make out- 
ward 
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Jewilhflf- By this vaft fcope of time, place, and matter, which this 
taunts chapter comprehends, the reader will eafily imagine, that we 
f ra *Lf * nten d to give a full and regular hiftory of the whole 

fa - nation in every place of their difperfion, much lefs a chrono- 
es * logical one through every age to this time, which would ra- 
ther require fome volumes ; and, confequently, can have no 
place in a work fo comprehenfive as this. Neither would tha 
greater part of it bjr cither inftruflive or delightful to him, as 
moft dr Our knowlege of it is fetched from the JcwiJb writers : 
who are juftly noted not only for their more than ordinary 
partiality to their own, and hatred as well as contempt for other 
nations, but likewife for their conftant dealing in*thc moft pal- 
pable falfhoods and abfurditics. In reality, they outdo all the 
fabulous writers in the number, variety, and extraordinarinefs, 
of their miracles and fnrprifing events ; the fublime charafter 
of their dodtors, Saints, and martyrs; the exaggerated deferi- 
ptions of their fchools, academies, and cities, their riches, po- 
puloufnefs, and a vaft number of other pretences. The whole 
calculated indeed to raife the credit of the Jrwifb nation above 
Their chrc- a n others, even under all the disadvantages lately mentioned; 
nologyvety b ut j n e ff C( q thefe ftupendous ftorics arc couched in fuch po- 
mperfe ; f lt j ve anc j un g U ardcd terms* and with fuch magifterial confi- 
dence, as ferves, rather to expofc cither their impofture or 
credulity (B). To this if we add, that they are the moft 

wretched 

ward profeflion of popery in their lives, and even deaths, 
thofc countries, for the fake of have been lignalized with a 
enriching themfelves ; and icru- much greater number and va- 
pie not to go to mafs, to con- riety of them. 
feflion,to worfhip the hoft, croft, We begin with the famed St- 
relick^, fcfr. ; or even to take iheon Jocbaides f the pretended 
prieftly orders among them, and author of the book of Zahar , 
enter themfelves into their con- faid to have lived a little before 
vents, as we (hall have further the deftruftion of Jerufatem ; 
occafion to hint in the fequel. and the firft who ventured to 
(B) To give at once a fatif- write down the fublime myfte- 
faftory proof of this, we fhall ries of the Cabbala , which had, 

' fubjoin fonufinftances of it by till then, been only conveyed 
way of fpecimen to the reft, by the angels unto the patri- 1 
Firft, moft of their eminent archs, till Mofis ; and by him re- 
men, either for fan&ity or learn- vealed to the feventy ejders, 
ing, have not only been very from whom it pafted from mouth 
converfant in miracles, but their to mouth unto his days, when 
very conception and birth have he undertook, for the firft time, 
been accompanied or preceded to commit them to writing in 
by fome fignal prodigy ; whilft the book above-named, as we 

have 
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wretched chronologifts, not only in the imperfeft calculations very often 

of falfe and 
abfurd . 

have had oecafion already to on his being let down into the 
mention in a former part (+) . grave, another voice was heard. 

They tell us, among other laying, This is he who hath 
• things, that he and his (on did, caufed the earth to quake, and 
in fonic miraculous manner, ef- the kingdoms to tremble. Thefe 
cape the cruely of the emperor are foine of the wonders, they 
7 / 7 *j,who had condemned them tell you, of the author of the 
to die ; and went and hid them- Zobar , whom they look upon 
felves in a^oavern, where they as the chief of all th zCabalifls ; 
found leifure to write The book altho’ his book doth not appear 
above mentioned, not without to have been fo much as known 
the afliitance of the prophet Eli- among the Jews till 1000 years 
jahy .vho was fent to him, from after. 

time to time, by God, to explain Nor are they lefs laviih of 
to him fuch myfteries of that di- their prodigies, even to fome of 
vine fcience as were above his their ancient do&ors ; whom 
reach. The book thus miracu- the nation ought rather not only 
loufly compiled, Simeon came to have been alhamed of, but 
forth to communicate the con- to have even execrated, for 
tents of it to fuch difciples of their impoltures, and for the 
his as were fit to receive thofe dreadfui calamities which thofe 
tublime myfteries; and whilft he brought upon them, 
was uttering them, fuch a rcfplen- Of this number was their 
dent light filled the whole houfe, famed Akiba , who fet up for 
that rhey were not able fo much the forerunnei of the falfe Mef- 
as to call their eyes on him ; fiah Cc%iba, who appeared un- 
and at the fame time a fire fur- dcr Adrian, and took upon him 
rounded the place, which kept the name of Bar-Chochab, thefon 
all other perlons from coining of a liar ; and of whom we fliall 
in. At length, the double mi- have occafionto fpcak more ful- 
raclcccafed; by which they pen- ly in the fequel. A»uba , accord - 
ceived, that the 1 ght of Ifrael ing to them, was defccndJd from 
was gone out; up*n which, one Sifera , general o fjabin, king of 
Jifciple killed his hand, another Tyrc % by a JewiJb mother (i), 
his feet, and vail numbers came who had kept the flocks of anch 
to attend and honour his fune- inhabitant of^;v//tfA;w 40 years, 
ral. when his daughter became en- 

Whilft they were carrying amoured of him;# and, being 
» him to hisgiave, a v.,ice was alhamed to marry an obfeure 
heard in cue fky, crying out, Ihepherd, advifed him to go and 
Come^ to Simeon's nuptials ; he fpend i z years in ftudy at fome 
will enter in peace and repofc academy, which our author does 
in the bridal chamber. A bright not name ; and, upon his pro* 
flame likewife furrounded the mife of doing fo, was privately 
bier, as if to fet it on fire; and, married to him (2), He went 

(■f) See ancient bijlory , *ro/ iii. p, 5. note (B). (1) Gantz Tztmacb Daitd, 

p. 99. (2) Ejc Kttubotb, /*/. 6 2. ap, Pogenjetl f 3 rz. 

accord- 
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of time, in which they vaftly differ from us and other nations,, 

as 

accordingly ; and, at the end riage. Thefe are fome of the 
of 12 years, brought home wonders which they tell us of 
12,000 difciples ; at fight of the celebrated Akiba, who was 
whom, ihe bad him go again neverthelefs the pretended fore- 
another 1 2 years ; at the end runner and ftrenuous fautor of 1 
of which he came h^me to her that falfe Meifiah, whofe im- 
with 24,000. She met him in poflure brought as great a de- 
tears,and 9 with her cloaths rent, llru&ion on the Jewi/b nation 
told him, that her father had under Adrian % as their former 
difinherited her on his account, had bee** under Titus. This we 
However the old man had no lhall fee in the fequel, where 
fooner fet his eyes on him but we (hall take notice of the fad 
he altered his mind, fell on his catailrophe of both by order of 
knees before his fon in-law, and that emperor, 
bellowed a handfome fortune In like manner they extol fe- 
on him. What they add, con- veral of his difciples, particu- 
cerning the death of his pre- larly thofe who follow Rabbi 
tended 24,000 difciples, who Judah, the fon of Elai, not only 
died every one between the feails for having been the prince of 
of Eafler and Whitfuntide, for orators, but much more fo for 
fome mi (behaviour toeachothfcr, not having committed one fin- 
and their being all buried in a gle fin during his whole life, 
valley near Tiberias along with He became the chief of an aca- 
their mailer and his firlt wife, demy, and his comment on he* 
is no lefs extraordinary. viticus , is filled, by way of 

As to his learning and writ- excellence, the Book. He failed 
ings, they tell us wonders of moll of the year, lived upon 
them (3): they aflert that he could herbs and roots ; and was rank- 
account for the leaf! tittle in the ed among their greateil faints 
facred books. They even add, after his death : infomuch that 
that God had revealed things to his tomb, which they place on a 
him yrhich he had concealed hill covered with olive-trees, 
from Mofes 5 and that the Miflma near the little town of Zaithun 
zxi&Talmud have collected 1000 in Galilee , was vifited and re- 
of his fentences, which are vered by all the JewiJb de- 
elteemed fo many judicious and votees. 

infallible decifions : moreover R. Chanina , the fon of Cba - 
that, a large volume would cbinai, another of Akiba's dif- 
hardly contain all the memora- ciples in the fame reign, and one 
ble things which he wrote of the five judges of the 
and did (4). They alfo fffijm, tribunal at Japhneh, is reported 
that he was permitted to enter to have married when young, 
into paradife, as w,efl as the but to have left his wife and 
famed Rabbt Afai , to whom he home to lludy the law ; to 
was to give his filler in mar- which he applied himfelf with 

(3) Ex Ketubotb, foh 62, ap, Vagertfeil in HtOlD, 3*a. (4) Zaecbut 

i* Jucbafin % p. 62. 

Aich 
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as the reader may fee by the Ihort account which we (hail 

fuch afliduity, that, upon his mer were routed out of the 
return, he neither knew his wife, world, there would be none of 
houfe, nor family. Another, the latter left in it (6). It is 
named Eteaxcr Gbifena , became pity his refitment caufed her 
fo profound an arithmetician, ena to prove difhonourable 
that he could calculate the drops and tragical to her. For we 
of water that were in the fea (5V are told, t^jat (lie fuffered her- 
We omit feveral others of lefs felf to be fo far deluded by 
npte to come at the moft cele- one of her hufband’s difciples, 
brated of them, called, by way who afted in concert with him, 
of excellence,* Mehir, in- as to appoint a private meeting 
lightncr, and was ftiied, the light withhim,in whichbeing caught, 
of the learned* as his matter Akiba and unable to outlive her dif- 
Was the light of the world ; grace, ftie went and hanged her- 
which title defcended likewife felf; foon after which, Mehir 
on bis difciple Judah Hakkodejb , married another, which lie took 
or the faint of whom we fhall caie fliould not eclipfe his fame 
have further occafion to fpeak. as this had done. 

Mehir married a wife who be- All thefe, as was lately ob- 
came more learned than he, and ierved, were thp difciples of 
whofe decilions bear a much Akiba above-mentioned ; and 
greater authority ; infomuch thia (ketch of the furprifmg 
that (he is reckoned in the rank things which the Jewi/h Rabbies. 
of the ‘Tanaitfs, one of the high- have wrote of mem, will fuf- 
eftdaffes of their do&ors. She fice to give our readers an idea 
has left 300 traditions, which lhe of their fwollen (tile and fond- 
had learned from 30, or, accord- nefs for the fabulous fublime. 
ing toothers, 300, mailers. She We (hall only add, what they 
on© day, among the reft, took fay farther of the famed uni- 
upon her to correct one oF her verlity of Either, or Either, in 
hufband’s interpretations in fuch which their mafter and his falfe 
a manner as difplayed, if not a Mefliah had refuged themfelves 
greater judgment, at lead a* againft the army of the emperor 
higher degree of charity ; for Adrian ; and which had 400 
fome loo(e fellows having by fchools or colleges, each college 
their noife interrupted him in 400 profeflors, and each profef- 
h\s ftudy, Mehir immediately for 400 difciples; all which 
pronounced a curfe againft them formed fuch a potent army, that 
out of the civth Pfalm Let the the defence they made againft 
fnners be confumed out of the the Romans made neft only Ju- 
$arth, &c. veric ult.; upon which dca, but the whole earth to 

fhe checked him with fome erno- quake; there being none of 

tion, tc’Jing him, that the curfe them but was (lout enough to 

of the Pfalmift was levelled pluck up^cedar by the root 

againft the fins, and not againft upon a full gallop, 
the finners ; for that if the for- 

(r^Bartokc Bib/, Rabin, tent, iii.p. 271. fVotf. fubwe. £f alib.pajf. (6 )Gantx 
Tetemacb, PVagcns, ub * fug. p . 3C0. Bee alfo Prof. Bib/. Rab. j+bwi. 

Mod. Hist. Vol. XIII. give 
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give in the margin (C) ; but that they are the moft negligent 
in that important point, leaping over whole fcores of years, if 

not 


(C) We need not here re- 
peat what we have obferved in 
our ancient hiftory of the imper- 
fect calculations of the antient 
Jews (7), before thfe Babylonljh 
captivity. And though it was 
in fome meafure rectified, as 
we have elfe where fhewn under 
the Maccabitijh princes (8), yet 
was this amendment far enough 
from being fo exaft as thofe of 
other nations. Bcfides, their 
writers made no fcruple to com- 
pute their years from different 
seras, fuch as from the flood, 
from Abrahoni s or Jacob's de- 
feent into Egypt , others from 
the exod, from their being form- 
ed into a monarchy, from the 
fir It or fccond deftrudtion of the 
temple under Nebuchadnezzar 
and Titus , &c. r And it doth 
not appear, that they began to 
reckon from the creation till 
after their Gemarrah was fifii fil- 
ed ; at which time they fixed that 
for their commoij sera. 

But, in this, we mufl obferve, 
that the Jews fince fix the birth 
of Chrift in the year of the 
world 3760, contrary to our * 
chronology, which fixes it at the 
end of the 4th millenary, fo 
that they come fhort by 240 
years from ours ; for add that 
number to 3760, and that makes 
up the whgle 4000 years. But, 
befides this, they have another, 
which they call the lefl'er rec- 
koning, in which they throw 
off all the millenaries, and reckon 
only ifie years that have clapfed 
fince the lall; which being add- 


ed to the 240 years above men- 
tioned, brings it exaftly to the 
chriflian sera. Thus when we 
read of any of their famed Rob- 
bies who flourifhed, or of any 
perfecutjon, or other confidera- 
ble event that happened to 
them in the year 400, accord- 
ing t<fcthis leirei*calculation, the 
above-mentioned addition of 
240 to that number will bring 
it to the 700 of Jefus Chrift, and 
fo of the reft. Our readers will 
not be difpleafed to have a far- 
ther and fuller idea given them 
of this new way of the JewiJh 
com putation which i - taken from 
the year of our Chriftian sera 
1 674, which was with theip* ac- 
cording to their fhort reckon- 
ing, the year rbn, or 435th 
year, their chronology ran 
thus (9) : 

From the 

Creation 541 p 

Flood 377 c> 

Confufion of tongues 3439 
Birth of Abraham 34 87 

— of Ifaac 33 87 

of Jacob 33*7 

Defcent into Egypt 3*97 
Birth of Mofes 3067 

Exod, and the giving of 
the law 2987 

Entrance into Canaan 2947 
Anointing of David king 2547 
Building of the temple 2507 
Captivity of the ten tribes 2231 
Definition of the firft tem- 
ple * 2097 

Beginning of the Mede and 
Perjian monarchy 2046 


(7) See -vol. iti. p. 22. fub note p. 30, Gf p. 36, and notes p. 238, & fef, 
(8) See Anc . tbfl. W. x. p. 177, f j. p. 302 (K) & alrb. paff, (9) See Boj- 
noge Hifi . dts juift % lib, vi. f, 29. 

From 
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not fometimes more than a whole century, to make their fabu- 
lous conceits coincide, of which we may have occafion to give 
fome pregnant inftances in the fequel ; it will be no wonder 
that we decline a talk, which would make us continually lia- 
ble to flop, either to confute fome of their abfurd fables, or 
reftify their wretched anachronifms. 

Fon, with refpeft to this talk, they appear wholly carelefs 
•and unconcerned about it; and, as long they know, that their 
people never read any of our books, anSl wholly rely upon 
their own, they are. in no pain about any objection we raife 
againft them, or any error or falfhood we prove againll: 
them. 

With relation to%e hiftory of the eaftern Jews we are E*Jl*m 
ftill more in the dark. The Jews themfelves being ignorant of J ews /^ 
what hath happened to their brethren in thofe remote coun- ™ ore un ~ 
tries ; and having received but a very impcrfeft intelligence knocim t0 
from thence, either from books written there, or from any UU 
epiftolary intercourfe. Their chronologers have indeed taken 
the pains to tranfmit the names of thofe doftors who have 
prefided at their moll celebrated fchools, both in the eaft and 
in the weft ; but they fpeak rarely of thofe whom they ftyle 
th£ chiefs or princes of the captivity, in the former. Wc find 
at moft but three of them mentioned from Huna , who was the 
firft of them (D), to the time of the finiihing of the Talmud , 

that 


From the 

Building of the fecond 
temple ' 2027 

Beginning of th zGreek mo- 
narchy 1992 

Ceffation of prophecy 1982^ 
Beginning of the Afmonean 
kingdom 1772 

Beginning of the Chriftian 
aera 1674 

Ruin of the fecond tem- 
ple 1607 

Compiling of the Mijhna 1534 
Reign of Gonjiantine the 
* Great 1401 

Origin of the Manean (c£t 1382 
Complicating of the Talmud 
or Gemarra of Babylon 1196 
Ditto of Jerufalem >167 

Birth of Mohammed . 1184 
Beginning of the JJhmaeli - 
tiJh f OT Mohammedan faith 1080 


Maitnon's writing his Hat - 
cad 500 

yeawbanifficdoutofF/vww* 279 
out of Spain 183 

Portugal 175 

(D) This chief did not flou- 
rifh till about the End of the fe- 
cond cenrury of the Chriftian 
sera, and was cotemporary, ac- 
cording to the Jewifo chrono- 
logcrs, [except D . Gantz , who 
makes him near a century more 
recent] with the fanjed Jehudah 
Hakkoikjb , or the faint of whom 
tve fhall fpeak in the fequel ; 
and was chofen chief of the ori* 
ental Jew about *». Ch . 220, 
or 222. Before him we meet 
with no mention of any ; and 
we may affirm, that in the weft 
that dignity did not begin till 
after the dcftru&ion of Jerufa - 
K 2 km i 
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Chiefs or that is, during the fpace of three whole centuries ; which is 
princes of a plain proof that they knew little of them, or, at leaft, that 
the capti - thofe fo much boafted dignities were inconfiderable there, and 
had little or nothing in them that could raife the honour or cre- 
dit of the Jewifh nation ; as the learned Mr. Bafnage, whom 
we have chofen to follow in the moll material transitions of 
this hiftory (E), hath fully proved in his. And yet fome of 
i the 


lent ; for till then, thofe that 
dwelt in the eaft fent their gifts 
tto Jerufalem, or if they were of 
the fchifmatic leaven, to mount 
Garizxim i and the chiefs of 
both being under the Roman 
power, their authority was in- 
confiderable. 

Some critics (10) indeed pre- 
tend, that fnon after the dc- 
ftrultion of the metropolis, the 
JewiJh nation divided itfelf into 
three bodies, each of which 
chofe a chief over them. Thofe 
which remained in Judea , con- 
tinued under thfe chief of the 
Sanhedrin : thofe that refuged 
themfelves in Egypt fet up a pa- 
triarch over them, who is men- 
tioned by Adrian: and thofe 
of Babylon appointed another, 
whom they ftylecf the chief of 
the captivity ; though it is (till 
pretended, that that of Judea 
had fome kind of jurifdi&ion 
over the whole nation ; which 
was the opinion of Origen and 
St. Jerom ; and is farther con- 
firmed by the emperor Adrians 
mentioning but one patriarch 
over the whole JtwiJh nation $ 
and whofe* authority extended 
over Egypt, as well as over the 
C 'til. The former of thefe is 
inched more than probable ; 
fiiice Egypt being fub}e& to the 
iLomu't. 4 >s well as Judea , the 
piaiiarck of the lad, or of Eibf 


riasy being the only one ae- 
knowleged in the Roman em- 
pire, t^e other foetus of courfe 
to have been fubjedl unto him. 
But as to that of Babylon , who 
was independent of the Ro- 
mans, it is more likely that the 
Jews chofe him there to exempt 
themfelves from the homage 
and tribute which thofe of Ju- 
dea exatted from them. It were 
prefmnptuousio affirm any tiling 
pofitively in fo dark and depu- 
ted a matter ; and we (hall trou- 
ble our readers no farther with 
it. 

(E) We do here readily ac- 
knowlegc, that we have for the 
molt part chofen to follow that 
excellent author in the fequel 
of this chapter, not only as his 
hiltory of the Jews from their 
difpcrfion is the molt elaborate 
and diffufed, but as it hath hi- 
therto been eiteemed by the 
learned the molt exalt and ac- 
curate ; and hath Hood the ted 
of fo many editions in other 
countries as well as in Holland 1 
infomuch that the editor of 
that of Paris, the famed Du- 
pin , who publifhed it without 
the author's name, hath not been 
able to accufe him of any one 
material error or omifficpi j tho* 
he hath made no fcruple to cur- 
tail and cadrate it of a great 
number of falls and remarks 


- 10) VUe Qubof td, Cod, Tbeod, tom, via. .<• Vide £afnoge t ubi /up, 

lib. iu> c, 4 - ' 

which 
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the Jews pretend that thefe chiefs were fuperior in dignity 
and authority to the patriarch of Judea ; becaufe all that 

were 


which he thought would dif- 
pleafe thofe of his own church. 

We have had two editions of 
•it in Englijh 5 the firft by Mr. 
Tko. Taylor , A. M. amt . 1 708, 
which the author hinjfclf owns 
to be faithful and exalt ; and 
the other, which is rather an 
abridgment Of it, by Cruth , 
M. D. F. R. S. in two vols. 8vo. 
and printed in the fame year— - 
But we have chofen to follow 
the laft French edition, which 
Mr. Bafnagc hath not only much 
enlarged, but hath cleared it 
from all the little cavils raifed 
againft it on the other fide of 
the water ; for on this fide his 
wqrk hath met with all the kind 
reception which it fo juftly de- 
ferves. 

In his preface to this new edi- 
tion, that learned author hath 
not only acknowleged and cor- 
rected every fault, fupplied eve- 
ry omiflion, which hath b£en 
objelled to his firlt, and ex- 
pofed the unfair practice by 
which his pirated and mangled 
hiftory was ufhered into the 
world by Mr. Dupin, and hi? 
learned licenfer Arnaudin , but 
hath been at the pains to con- 
fute a great number of objec- 
tions raifed againft him, with 
more prejudice and partiality 
than reafon or candor from thole 
of the Roman church; among 
•which we may reckon thofe of 
the learned father Hardouin , 
written chiefly in vindication of 
his own chimerical fy items, 
which yet his whole fociety were 
fo.much afhamed of, as to oblige 
him to recant it, notwithftanding 
the great honour and commen- 
dation, which they forefaw. fuch 


a public ad mud refled on the 
JenjjiJh hiftory and its author, a 
perfon, in all other refpeds, the 
leaftin favour with the Jefuiti* 
cal Society. 

Some other libels, as we may 
juftlyftilethem, came out againft 
his learned work from the fame 
Romijh quarter ; one in particu- 
lar written by Mr. Simon, tho’ 
publifhed by his kinfman Barat , 
anno 1 714; to fay nothing of 
fome others from the monkifti 
tribe, not worth mentioning 
here ; all which the author hath 
likewife condescended to give a 
full and fatisfadory anfwer, ei- 
ther in the faid preface, p. 10, 
Csf feq. or in the body of the 
bobk; on which, for that reafon, 
we (hall not dwell longer 

But there is dill an extraordi- 
nary one which we cannot, in juf- 
tice to the author and ourfelves, 
omit taking notice of, as it came 
out from a very oppofite quarter; 
and, by its menacing ftileand af- 
ped, joined to a more than com- 
mon difplay of learning, Teemed 
to threaten no lefs than the ut- 
ter cxplofion of that and 
learned work, and the ruin of its 
author’s charaCler. This Angular 
piece was publifhed under thi 
pompous title of Entretiens fur 
divers fujets d' Hijlaire , dc Religi- 
on , Litteraturc , lA drCri/ique ; but 
the writer, who was likewife a 
minifter of the French reformed 
church, and had been library- 
keeper to one of the late kings 
of Pruffta, prudently conceals 
his name, as well he might; 
and, to give his cenfures the 
greater fandion, puts them into 
the mouth of a pretended Jew, 
but half converted to Chriftiani- 

K 3 V. 
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were left of the race of David are affirmed to have left that 
province, and to have retired into that of Babylon , where 

* they 


ty, by way of dialogue ; in 
which himfelf bears no other 
part than that of commending, 
applauding, and /ometimes 
backing, his objections with 
fomc fpccious proof, but more 
frequently by prefacing them 
with expreflions the molt dero- 
gatory, and reflecting on his 
antagonift, or with fome ful- 
fome encomium on his pretend- 
ed Jew. Thetwo firll dialogues 
being merely introductory his 
defign, and to apprize the read- 
ers, how this Aboab (that is the 
Jew s name) came by liis flock 
of polite literature, we fhnll lay 
no more of it, but proceed to 
the third, whore the threatened 
cenfure on the JcwiJb hiftory 
begins at p.126, 1 and ends at 
p. 244. About comes punctu- 
ally at the hour, is fo eager to 
vent liis fpleen sgainft his ad- 
verfary, that he breaks out with 
this exclamation, Di tnagni her - 
ribiUm & facrum libellum ! and 
then bluntly opens hisjirft hea- 
vy ch nge againft our hiftorian, 
wiiicn«u, that he hath falily ac- 
enfed 4 the Jews of preferring 
their 'Talmud to the Sacred Scri- 
pture, by their eomparirg the lat- 
ter to water, and the former to ' 
wine. 

We have formerly obferyed f , 
fhat the Tdimudifl? compared 
the Written Law to water, the 
Mijhna to wine, and the Gemar - 
ra to hippGcras , or a rich com- 
pound wine. The fadbis fo un- 
doubted, that no Jew, before 
his pretended Aboab, ever de- 
fied or pretended to difprove 
; and he is the firft, if not the 


only one, who hath attempted 
to expound that proveibial fay* 
ing in a quite ©ppofite fenfe., 
The method he take; to do it is 
no lefs new and lingular ; wa- 
ter. fays h£, being the moil ufe- 
fui and neceflary liquor, efpe- 
ciaiiy to tYitJewstWi account of 
their frequent walkings and le- 
gal purifications, it plainly fol- 
lows, that the comparing the 
written law to it muft imply their 
giving the preference to it on 
the very account. 

A man muft indeed have the - 
ftnpidity as well as impudence of 
the word of Jews, to father fuch 
an unheard of expqfitionon atal- 
mudift, fo contrary to their avow- 
ed fenfe of it, and tq the mani- 
feil import of the gradation from 
water to wine, and from com- 
mon wine to the moil excellent 
and cordial of that kind. Mr. 
La Croze therefore rightly judg- 
ed, that fuch an unfair and un- 
juft cenfure would better fit the 
mouth of a Jew in nubibus, than 
the pen of a proteftant : though, 
in order to qualify him for that 
part, and to give fome colour of 
reafon to his cenfure, he hath 
been forced to fupply him with 
fome quotations out of the Greek 
poets, and other parts of litera- 
ture ; for which the talmudifts 
always exprcfTed a more than 
ordinary contempt. But there • 
was dill, it feems, a farther oc- 
cafion for furniftiing his, Aboab 
with all this pompous fhew of 
literature, as the bulk of his cen- 
fures were to be merely critical, 
and of the lowed of that kind, 
and every Hebrewfinek,or Latin 
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they conclude the feeptre, mentioned by Jacob, is only to be 
found (F) $ fo that thefe princes of the captivity are, accord- 
ing 


word mi f- accented or ipelt, and 
other as palpable as unavoid- 
able errors of the prefs, were to 
be brought in as fo many unde- 
niable proofs of the JewiJh hif- 
torian’s ignorance of the learned 
languages ; though had he but 
revifed his own fhort dialogue 
with halif that«critical accuracy, 
he mult have obferved a much 
greater number of fuch inaccu- 
racies, if not Qiuch more palpa- 
ble blunders, than he hath been 
abletofpy out in that voluminous 
work. But for fuch a fevere and 
exaggerated examen of thofc er- 
rata, his cenfurcs again!! it would 
have appeared as impertinent 
and contemptible for their num- 
ber as they are in their nature. 
And fuch we dare affirm every 
candid reader will believe, and 
all that will be at the pains to 
read will find them, at die firil 
fight ; though much more, if 
they will be at the trouble of 
perufing the full and fatisfaftory 
anfwers, which the learned au- 
thor hath condescended to give 
to each of them, in his preface 
to that new edition of his work ;• 
for which reafon, we (hglldwell 
no longer upon that idle heap of 
impertinent cenfures, being no 
farther concerned with it than 
to juftify what we had afTertcd 
in our antient hiftory, # which 
was the very firft point which 
shat pretended Jt<w undertook 
to confute. The reader will 
eafily guefs at the reft of his 
performance by this his Jirfi coup 
\ i'EJfay , and excufe us from fol- 
lowing its author farther in it, 
efpecially, as nothing material 
hath come out from that or any 
Other quarter againft the work 


above-mentioned fince its au- 
thor’s full reply \ but, on the 
contrary, a general approbation 
of the one, add encomium on 
the other. , 

(F) Thcle accordingly quote 
aconceffion of Judah Ha'kkodijb , 
who is reported to have owned, 
that if Huna above-mentioned 
had come into Judcu , he woukl 
have been obliged to have ac- 
knowleged him his f>i perim-, 
that Jlabyiomjb chief being i.f 
the feed of Da vid by king 
hoakim , whereas he {Judah) 
was of the tribe of 
and only of the royal r.u.e 
by ti e females. Buc this paf- 
fage, fo derogatory to the Jervs 
of Balejliue , feems rather to have 
been inferted in the JeruJaletn 
talmud long after the extinction 
of thofe patriarchs, ami when 
the llabylouijh chiefs had got all 
the authority in theirown hands. 
Neicher is it credible, that Jehu - 
dab Ilakkodcjh , who wus dead 
before Huna hid been chofen to 
his dignity, or at leail before he 
came to take pofleflion of it in 
Judean could make him fych a 
compliment before his cleClion, 
efpecially as his progenitors were 
equally of the tribe of Judah , 
and of the Da<vidie race, as we 
fhall Ihew from the very gene- 
alogies of the Jews. 

However that be,fhofe chiefs 
have always dithnguilhed them- 
felves by the tide of Ralona\ 
whereas they give the Jew jb 
pontifs only that of Rabbies. 
They likewife a flu me the. title 
of NaJJi , or prince ; on pretence 
that it is only with them that 
the royal race of David fubfnls 
in its full vigour ; though that 
K 4 title 
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ing to the JewiJh tradition, affirmed to have been fet up in lieu 
of the royal dignity ; and that they have the fame right with 
the ancient JewiJh monarchs, over the whole nation wherefo- 
ever difperfed ; and whether they pleafed to affiime or difclaim 
it (G). But here they grofly contradict themfelves, merely 
to raife the authority of thofe Babylonifh chiefs, who after- ‘ 
weirds flourifhed a confiderable time, and in great fpiendor 
there, above that of the patriarchs, who were moie obfeure, 
and of Ihorter duration, moft probably to keep tip the notion 
of the regal power being ftill extant in 'the former ; and, to 
evade the objection which the Chriftians raife againft them, 
of its having been long fince extinCf t.for their-very genealo- 
Royalline* gics plainly fhe.v, that the elder Hillel, the chief of them, was 
age not of the tribe of Judah , and of the feed of David \ being de- 
e^r.fiKtd to feended, according to them, from Shephathiah , the Ion of 
them* A bit ail, the fon of David (H). The weftern Jews pretend 

moreover, that fome of the moft confiderable families of the 
tribes of Judah and Benjamin went and fettled in Sep ha rad, 
or Spain ; and that it is among them that the royal line is 
beft preferved, on which account they have looked upon the 
reft of their nation with a fmgular contempt, and arrogate to 
themfelves a fuperiority over them : though we fhould think, 
that if any could juftly claim fuch a merit over the reft, it 
ffiould be thole, who, infteid of abandoning their native 
country to go and feek their foitnnc either in Spain or Baby- 
lon, preferred the living in it among the dreadful dilapida- 
tions of their metropolis, and other cities, and with a view 
of calling the difperfed thither again, and raifing it as much 
as was in their |5ower out of its ruins. We fhall leave it to 
the Jews to difpute thefe points among themfelves j and only 


title Js often taken in a much 
lower fenfe by fome of the weft- 
ern 5^ot^,efpecially in Germany, 
Poland, and Italy ; where they 
give it thofe who have only the 
fuperintendency over about 20 
fynagoguc§. 

(G) So fays the book intituled 
Jad Khazahha (11), Capita five 
principes captivorum qui funt Ba- 
py/onc vice reges funt confiituti, li- 
fftque ipjii tmperare in omni loco , 
five placeat il/is five non flaceat. 

(H) We may further add, 


* that this pretended retreat of the 
royal race into Babylon , is not 
only without foundation, but 
it appears, cn the contrary, that 
they fubfifted ftill in Judea in 
the time at Adrian, particularly in 
feveral of the relations of Jefus 
Chrift, who never, that we can 
find, left their antient dwelling 
to go into Babylon ; fo that it is 
a mere JevoiJh fi&ion, that they 
were all to be found in the lat- 
ter, and none in the former. 


(it) TratJ. dt Regib, cap, iv. de Aix&alatat eba. 
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add, that all this artifice of theirs will by no means prove 
what they delign by it, viz. the exiftence of the fceptre, or 
royal dignity, fince thofe Babylonijl) chiefs were then fubjefts 
to the kings of Perfia, and fo could have no pretence to either. 
We fhall find a more proper place to fpeak of their pretended 
grandeur, pompous inftallation, and other particulars, re- 
lated of them by the JeviiJb writers ; and thus muchfhall 
fufiice to have premifed concerning their fwollen and fabu- 
lous ftyle ; their fondnefs for fublimeVfiftions and miracles 
in order to keep up the people’s defponding expedition of a 
Mefliah, as well as to raife an implicit faith and fovereign re- 
gar 5 for thofe dodlors and their writings. By all which our 
readers will eafily fee, what dependence can be had upon 
hiftorians and mailers, whofe main authority is founded on 
heaps of the molt abfurd miracles, as are only fit for a Je-wi/b 
creed. We lhall therefore refume the thread of their hiltory, 
'■'id proceed to give an account of the moll material events 
• :t i'H’ e happened to that nation fince the deftrudlion of their 
■'foils. 


a ■ 
w i 
by ■' 
ph( . , 

CaLlilc.' 


■■■■ -J 'tot repeat here what we obferved near the clofe 
uii'ory, of th« defolate condition to which both city 
idom were reduced; or of the dreadful flavery to Glm”c* 
’te greatefi: part of the furviving Jews were condemned Egypt, * 
conqueror (I). Thofe that furvived this fad cataftro- &c. 

’d -fiv.pcd the f uiy of the Romans, retired, fome into 
and a much greater number into Egypt and Cyrene , 


(t) Were we u: credit the exag- 
gerated calculation which fome 
Chriflian authors have made of 
the number of inhabitants in 
Judea (i i ), amounting, accord- 
ing to it, to f/i 240,000, one 
would hardly fuppofe it to have 
been fo far depopulated by the 
lofs of 1 3 or 1 4 hundred thou- 
fand, which Jofcphus reckoned 
to have perifhed in this war ; 
but that there would be dill a 
fufficient number to have kept 
it from fuch an utter defolation 
as the JrwiJh hiflorian repre- 
sent? it. But if the former is 
vifibly wrong and exaggerated, 
the latter feems no lefs fo on the 
other fide $ fince we find in Ju- 


dea, about 60 years after, the 
definition of the temple, a fuf- 
ficient number of them to put 
a numerous army on foot, to 
fortify 50 caflles, and to make 
a flout defence againft\the em- 
peror Adrian, befides the city 
of Bit her, which held out a long 
and flout fiege againfl him. All 
which fhews plainly, that either 
there were a greater number 
left in the country than his ac- 
count would intimate, or, at 
lead, that they were not fo far 
difperfed, much lefs deflroyed 
or enf^ved, but that they could 
quickly rally again, and refettle 
themfelves in it. 


(iz) rid. int. al, Villalfand, dt vijion, Each, txphn . tern, i lp t 3 . difput. xv. 
dtfput, iu, cap. 5?, Q ((lib, * * * Jr 

where 
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where we flull find them again railing new rebellions, com- 
mitting horrid maJdacres, and bringing again the vi&orious 
Romans againft them. A learned countryman of our own c , 
however hath imagined, that the JrwiJb fanhcdrin was not 
immediately deftroyed, but only removed to Jamnia , and 
thence to Tiberias , where it fubfifted till the death of Judah 
Sanhedrin feint; and that there were likewife academies fet up in 
whether ot ^ er cities, whilft the nation was foil governed by a patri- 
fuhfifting arch. But all this ife faid on the bare authority of their 
after the tradition, which is little to be depended upon where the 
dejiru&ion JewiJh honour is concerned, and is eminently falfe in this (K) ; 
*f Jerufa- for it doth not appear that that fupreme court had the lcaft 
® en1 ' Shadow of power or authority left it flfy the Romans ; but, 
ipn the contrary, that the whole nation was opprellcd all man- 
ner of ways, on account of their frequent and bloody revolts ; 
infomuch that they were not even permitted any exercife of 
their religion, unlefs they paid the annual didrachma to the 
emperor’s treafury (L), over and above the other heavy taxes 
formerly laid on them ; and we find that Titus, who ap- 
propriated 

e Lightfoot, op. pofthum. p. 70. 


(K) This tradition, found- 
ed on fome predictions of the 
Cabala, fays, that this tranfla 
tion was performed about forty 
years before the deftru&ion of 
Jerufalem ; whereas it is plain 
that Chrift, St. Stef ken, and St. 
Paul, appeared before, and were 
condemned by, that court fitting 
then in the metropolis ; and Jo - 
fephus informs us, that it fubfift- 
ed there foil in the time of the 
JewiJh war. Neither doth it 
appear from his whole hiftory 
to have been removed to any 
other place, Tbofe that fay, 
that Titus granted that favour 
to the Jentss at the requeft of 
Jochanan, the then patriarch of 
it, not only contradict thofe 
which pretend it was removed 
forty years before, bat even 
Jofepbus, who would not have 
omitted fo fingular an inftance 
of that emperor’s condefcenfion 

(*) See ancient Lijh vol, iii, R, f, 


to that pontif, who, if any fuch 
there was, mutt have been dead 
before the iiege of that place. 
Laftly, it contradicts the com- 
mon notion both of the Jews 
and Chriftians, who affirm, that 
that fupreme court had no power 
to fit in any other place but in 
Jerufalem, as we have had oc- 
cafton to ftiew in our ancient 
hiftory * j and our Saviour 
feems to hint as much when he 
faid ( Luke xiii. 33.) that it 
could not be that a prophet Jhould 
perijb , or be condemned to death, 
out of Jerufalem ; iince the fan- 
hedrin alone had the power of 
paffing that fentence on him. 

(L) This was a yearly tax, 
which each Jew was formerly 
obliged to pay to the temple, 
and amounted to about is. 3 d* 
of our money ; but which Titus % 
after the taking of Jerufalem, 
ordered to be paid to Jupiter 

4x8, If, VoU 195* Y. 3’ 6 > M- 

Ca fitolinut 
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propriated that tax to his own life, as well as hisfiicceflor Do- 
mitian , made them pay it with the utmoft feverity ; infomuch 
that they ftript men of all ages and conditions to difcovcr whe- Jews op. 
ther they were circumcifed, in order to extort that tax from profed 
them d . And is it credible, that a people, become fo odious 
and opprefled, would be allowed to keep up fuch a fupreme taxes * 
•court, and endowed with fuch an extenfive authority ; or 
that> if Titus had made any fuch conceijjon, Jofephus would 
not have taken notice of it, both for the honour of that em- 
peror, and the credit of his own nation ? And as to Domitian % 
he is known to have hated the Jews too much to have fuf- 
ferrcd them \o enjoy a»y fuch iignal privilege, and was rather 
a perfecutor, than a friend or benefaftor to them : it muft 
therefore be under his fucceflor Nerva, who proved a much 
more favourable prince to them (M), that we muft feek for 
the firft appearance and inftitution of thefe JeiviJb patriarchs, 
rather than in the two preceding reigns, during which they 
had met with nothing but cruelty, and oppreflion ; and there- 
fore cannot be fuppofed to have been able, under all thofe 
calamities, to have recovered themfelves from their total dif- 
perfion ; and to have been in a condition to obtain this new 


d Sueton. lib. vii. 

Capitolhms (13)5 and was fo 
much the heavier and difgrace- 
ful, becaufe it obliged them to 
buy their liberty of religion 
with that very money which 
they ufed to contribute for the 
prefervation of it, and the fer- 
vice of the temple. . 

(M) This emperor made three 
ordinances in favour of the 
Jews, m 1 ft, That all thofe, 
that had been a£cufed of impie- 
ty on account of their religion, 
ihpuld be releafed ; and thofe 
that had been banifhed on that 
•account, fhould be recalled ; 
which Ibews that if Domitianhzd 
had any fuch favourable deiign 
towards them, as fome attribute 
to him, he had beenaflaflinated 
before he could accompli fh it. 
jgdly, He forbad the molefting 
of the Jew on account of theqr 


Xi phil. in i^fpas. 

religion : and 3dly, He ordered 
them to be difeharged from the 
grievous taxes which had been 
impofed on them on that ac- 
count in his predeceflbr’s reign, 
all which feems farther proved 
by a medal of that prince with, 
this legend, 

Calumnia fifd Judaici fuhlata. 
From this fome have imagined, 
that the import of the didradt- 
ma, mentioned under the laft 
note, was alfo taken off; but 
Origen doth fo pofitively affure 
us, that it was ftili paid in his 
time, that it is likely this ordi* 
nance freed the JewiJh nation 
only from the difgrace or calum- 
ny of thofe heavy fines which had 
been impofed upon them on ac- 
count of their religion, or, as 
P omit tan ftyled it, impiety. 


f? 3 ) XtfbiliUi in Vejpof, 217, 


dignity. 
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dignity, much lcfs to have raifed it to fuch a degree of au- 
thority. 

The rife of These are generally looked upon, not without good 
the patri- grounds, to have been rather of the Aaronic or Levitical race, 
archt of than of the tribe of Judah , which, in thefe parts of Judea, 
Judea. was either extinguifhed, or, at leaft, fo far deprefled that 
they' were not only in no condition of refuming their former 
power, but the very leaft attempt to do it would have rendered 
them obnoxious to - the refentments of the jealous Romans ; 
but that the priefts and Levites fliould be fuffered to aflumc 
the power of teaching the people, and to that end to fet up 
fchools, to appoint mafters over them, and at length to inftall 
one at the head of the reft, with the title of Rq/h Ahboth , or 
head of the fathers, to which the Greek one of Patriarch 
anfwers, and came to be moft in vogue, is the more proba- 
ble, becaufe neither their tribe, which had nothing, to do with 
the regal dignity, nor their office, which was then confined to 
matters of religion, could give any umbrage to the Roman 
power, cfpecially as their authority over their flocks did chiefly 
owe its gradual growth to their great reputation for learning 
and piety, and confifted chiefly in deciding of cafes of con- 
fcience, and other controverfies about their religion, and 
eftablifhing the wifeft and moft effettual rules for the re-efta- 
Academus bliftiment and dtfrable fettlement of it. And as the towns of 
fet uf at Tiberias, Japhne, or Jamnia , and Lydda , appeared to them 
L dd mo ® comm<x ^ ous to f et U P academies in, not, 

a> in all probability, without the government's permiflion, 
this might give occafion to the Jews to affirm afterwards, 
that the Sanhedrin had been removed to thofe cities. Thefe 
Patriarchs having likewise gained fome great reputation for 
their extraordinary learning, zeal, and piety, might, in time, 
not only bring a great concourfe of other Jews from other 
parts/ as from Egypt , and other weftern provinces of their 
difperfion, but likewife prove the means of their patriarchal 
authority being acknowleged there. From them they ven- 
tured, in time, to levy a kind of tribute, in order to defray 
the charges of their dignity, and of the officers under them. 
Their gra- whofe bufmefs it was to carry their orders and decifions thro’ 
dual rife the other provinces of their difperfion, and to fee them pun&u- 
and power. a ]jy executed by all ; that fome fliadow of union, at leaft, 
might be kept up among the weftern Jews, They likewife 
nominated the doftofs who were to prefide over their fchools 
and academies 5 and thefe were, in procefs of time, filled 
chiefs and princes, in order to raife the credit of that dignity, 
or to imply the great regard which thei» difciplcs were tQ 
pay to them, Thefe chiefs became, at length, rivals of the 

patriarchs} 
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patriarchs ; and fome of them poflefled both dignities at 
once ; which caufed not only great confufion amongft them, 
but oftentimes very violent and bloody contefls. However, _ , . 
as the JciL'ifh rabbies have trumped up a much older sera for 
this patriarchal dignity, and have given us a fucceflionof them t r j°rckT 
down to the fifth century, in which it was aboiifhed, it will ment i on£ d 
t not be amifs to give our readers the fubftance of what they by the 
wrote of it in the margin (N) ; and, at the fame, to fhew Jews. 

them 


(N) According to them, the 
firft patriareh was Hijjel, fur- 
named the Babylonian, becaufe 
he was fent for from thence to 
JerufaUm , about ioo years be- 
fore the ruin of their capital, or 
30 years before the birth of 
Chrift, to decide a difpute about 
the keeping of Eajler, which on 
that year fell out on the Sab- 
bath day ; and it was, on ac- 
count of his wife decifion, that 
he was railed to that dignity, 
which continued in his family 
till the laid 5th century. He was 
likewife looked upon as a fe- 
cond Mojes, becaufe he lived 
like him 40 years in obfeurity, 
40 more in great reputation lor 
learning and fanftity, and 40 
more in poifeflion of this patri- 
archal dignity. They make 
him little inferior to that law- 
giver in other of his excellen- 
cies, as well as in the great autho- 
rity he gained over the whole 
JewiJh nation. The wonder 
will be how Herod the Great , 
whflfcvas fo jealous of his own 
power, could fufFer a ftranger 
to be raifed to fuch a height 
’ of it, barely for having de- 
cided a difpute which mud, in 
all livelihood, have been ad- 
judged by others long before 
that time. 

However Hi He l was fucceed- 
fd by his fon Simon , whom ma- 


ny Chriftians pretend to have 
been the venerable old perfon 
ot that name, who received the 
divine infant in his arms (14). 
The Jews give him but a very 
obfeure patriarchate ; though 
the authors above quoted make 
him moreover chief of the fan- 
hedrin ; and Epiphanius fays, 
that the prieftly tribe hated him 
fo much for giving fo ample a 
teftimony to the divine child, 
that they denied him common 
burial. But it is hardly credi- 
ble, that St . m Luke lhouid have 
fo carelefly palled over his two- 
fold dignity, if he had been 
really polfefled of them, and have 
given him no higher title than 
that of a juft and devout man. 

He was fucceeded b yjocbanajt, 
not in right of defeent, but of 
his extraordinary merit, which 
the Rabbies, according to cuf- 
tom, have raifed to fo furprifing 
a height, that, according to 
them, if the whole heavens were 
paper, all the trees in the world 
pens, and all the men writers, 
they would not fuffice to pen 
down all his lelTdns. He en- 
joyed his dignity but two 
years, according to fome, or 
live according to others ; and 
was thtf perfon, who, obferving 
the gates of the temple to open 
of their own accord, cried out. 


O temple , temple ! why art thou 

(14) Luko ii. Z5, /cyy. Vid. int. at. Baron fub. an, I®. N, 40, p, 58. At* 
fa, do Simon. /. 2, & fa* & Calmet fub vec. 

thus 
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them the abfurdky and falfhood of that pretended fuccellion 
to this imaginary dignity. By all which they will plainly 

fee, 

thus moved! We know* that thou number and char after, particu* 


art to he deftroyed , feeing Zecha- 
fiah hath foretold it, faying. Open 
thy gates , O Lebanus, and let the 
flames confume thy cedars. Upon 
this, he is further reported to 
have complimented Vefpaftan , 
or rather, as fome have correct- 
ed the ftory, Titus , with the title 
of king, alluring him, that it 
was a royal perlon who was to 
deltroy that edifice : on which 
account they pretend that gene- 
ral gave him leave to remove 
the fanhedrin to Japhne , as was 
lately hinted. 

The Jewijh writers add, that 
he like wife erected an academy 
there, which fubfift'*d tili the 
death cf Akibaz aiu: va 3 like- 
wise the feat of the p * iarch ; 
and confifted of ?co j . nools or 
claffes of fcholars t\ .hr - he 
ereCted at 1 '/«, not far from 
Japhne, and whwrc the Chriiti- 
ans have bured ilieir Jameci St. 
Georgr. He live i 1^-0 years; 
and being afked, what he had 
done to prolong his life ? he 
gave this wife anfwtr ; 1 never 
made water nearer a houfe of 
prayc? than four cubits : I ne- 
ver difguifed my name : l have 
taken care to celebrate all fefti- 
vals : and my mother hath even 
fold my head ornaments to buy 
wine enough to make me merry 
on fuch dayS ; and left me at 
her death three hundred hogf- 
heads of it, to fanfti fy the Sab- 
bath. The doctors that flou- 
rifhed in his time were no lefs 
conJidejrable, both for their 

(+) Debacvid. Anc. Hift. vo/. x. f, 
jDsvid. (16) Ailing, in Sulo, lib. vi. < 
Hi. e, t. J. 13, 


larly the famed Rabbi Chanina, 
of whom the Bath Col (+) was 
heard to fay, that the world was. 
preferved for the fake of him ; 
and R . Nicodernus , whom they 
pretend to have flopped the 
courfe of the fun, like another 
Jofhua . o • 

He was fucceeded by Gama- 
liel , a man, according to them, 
of unfufferable pride ; and yet, 
of fo univerfal authority over 
all the Jews, npt only in the 
weft, but over the whole world, 
that the very monarchs fullered 
Ins laws to be obeyed in their 
dominions, notone of them of- 
fering to obftruct the execution 
of them (15). In his days flou- 
rifhed Samuel the Left, who com- 
posed a •'i-aycr full of the bit- 
ttieft curves again.i '.eretics, by 
which they mean t c Chriftians, 
and which are itili m ufe to this 
day. Gamaliel was no lefs an 
enemy to them ; and yet both 
have been challenged, the for- 
mer as the celebrated m after of 
our great apoftle, the other as 
his difciple in his unconverted 
ftate ; for take the Q mem from 

V> and there remains 

, Saul ; and tJie word Ka- 
lon , or lefler, in the HebrevJ$Cig- 
TiifespaulusyQT little, in th e Latin; 
and as for the Q mem it being 
the firft letter of the word Min , a 
heretic, it was thus taken from 
the name of Samuel to (hew that 
&?#/didturnChriftian(i6). The 
apocryphal author of the recog- 

582 (C). (157 Vi&* Gantx Txtmacb 

. z8, Vid. Bafnag. Hifi . dcs Jufs , lib* 
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fee, that it did not begin to appear in Judea till about the 

time of the emperor Nerva % lately mentioned ; nor to be railed 

to 


nitions pretends, that the Ga- 
maliel mentioned in the A£ts 
was a&uallya Chriftian, butfe- 
crecly, and fuffcred to remain 
among the J&ujs by the confent 
and advice of the church (17). 
Jlaronius hath not only followed 
that fabulous author, but pre- 
tends that Gamaliel was buried 
afterwards in the fame tomb 
with the proto-martyr Stephen, 
both whole reliefs were preg- 
nant with miracles. It is fnr- 
prifing if Gamaliel was origi- 
nally a patriarch, and prince of 
the fanhedrin, St. Luke fliould 
give him no better title than that 
of a phanfee, and dodor of the 
law, and m great repute among 
the people; and that, inftead 
of preiiding in the council, he 
fhould only rep refers him as a 
member of it, and giving his 
opinion airing the reft of his 
bi ethren ( 1 8 ) . There is moi e- 
over a manifeft anachronifm in 
making him fucceed Johan an, 
who out-lived the ruin of the 
temple. He could not there- 
fore be the perfon mentioned in 
the Ads. • 

Simon II. his fon and fuccef- 
for, was the firft martyr who 
died during- the fiege of Jtrufa - 
lew. The people fo regretted 
«<leath, that an order was 
given, inftead of ten bumpers 
of wine, which were ufually 
drank at the funeral of a faint, 
to drink thirteen at his, on ac- 
count # ofhis martyrdom. Thefe 
bumpers were in time multipli- 
ed, they tell us, jtofuch Ihame- 
ful height, that the fanhedrin 
was forced to make fome new 


regulations to prevent that 
abufe. 

Thefe are the patriarchy 
which the Rabbies tell ns pre- 
ceded the deftru&ion of the 
temple ;*and we need no far- 
ther confutation of this pre- 
tended dignity, than the filence 
of the facred hiftorians, who not 
only make not the leaft mention 
of it ; but afiure us all along, 
that they were the high priefts 
who prefided in the fanhedrin ; 
and before whom all cafes, re- 
lating to the JewiJh religion, 
were brought and decided. It 
was the high pried who exa- 
mined and condemned our. Sa- 
viour ; ti nt condemned Si. Ste~ 
phr . i ’ ' orb: d the apod! e 5 to 
prtnc * . x. ’* . ill’s name; and 
v/hj J .;f, on the great 

ap^a. : :m head of that fu- 
preni' ' v ’e lame may 

be urged ire . J°f<phus> who 
mull need b:iv • known and 
mentioned pretended dig- 
n-ty, if any Inch there had been; 
and ye r is fo far from taking 
the leaft notice of it, that, like 
the evangelifts, he places the 
ponti^ alone at the heatl of all 
the Jendjh affairs ; and names 
the high prieft Ananus , as having 
the care and direction of the 
war againft the Romans ; which 
is an evident proof that there 
were then no fuel* patriarchs in 
being f. 

To all this let us add, that, 
if there had been any fuch re- 
markable fuccetlion, the tal- 
mudiih would have preferved 
it to future ages ; whereas nei- 
ther they, nor any of the an- 


(17) Recog, Clement. /. i. e, 65. (xS) See Afls v. 34, & /iff, (f) Ant* 
UK xx. c, S,& bell . Judaic . in Jin, lib . iii, & ohK 

titnt 


Ht 
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to that degree of authority which the Jews give it, till that 
of his fucceflor Trajan , or, perhaps more properly, till the 
reign of Adrian. 

Allowing, therefore, the lift and fucceffion given in the 
laft note to be right in the main, though falfe with refpeft 
to the great power and dignity attributed to five or fix of 
them, Gamaliel will be probably the firft who took the title 
of Rojb Abboth, or Patriarchy in Nerva's time, and began to 
get fome credit over the weftern Jews; but if we are to 
•date that dignity from the firft cotemporary author who 
makes mention of it, we (hall be forced to bring it down to 
the reign of Adrian , who is the firft thafctakes notfce of it (O), 

and 


tient authors of the JenviJh 
church, make any mention of 
it ; but only fome of their doc- 
tors, who have written a conn- 
derable time after them ; and 
of whom we have had occafion 
to fpcak in a former part (t), 
as of writers to whom little cre- 
dit can be given in points of 
this nature ; efpccyally as there 
are fuch unfurmountable contra- 
didtions between them, as no 
authors, either JewiJh or Chrifti- 
an, have, with all their pains, 
been hitherto able to recon- 
cile (19). 

Their fucceffion, according to 
the generality of thofe rab- 
bics* Hands as follows : 

1 Hillel, the Babylonian. 

2 Simeon, the fon of Hi He l . 

3 Gamaliel, the fon of Simeon . 

4 Simeon 11 . the fon of Gama- 

liel. 

5 Gamaliel,!!. the fon of Si- 

meon 11. 

6 Simeon III. the fon of Ga- 

maliel II., 

7 Judah • the fon 0 fSijneon lilt 

8 Gamalielllhthe fon Qijudah. 


9 Judah If. fon of Gama - 
Hell II. 

10 Hillel II. fon of Judah IF. 

1 1 Judah I II. fon of Hillel 1 1 . 

1 2 Hillel II I. fon of Jude.h 111 . 

13 Gamaliel IV, fon of Hil- 

lel Ul. * 

According to Gantz Tzemacb 
David, who hath reduced 
them to ten. They are : 

1 Hillel, the Babylonian . 

2 Rabbun Simeon , fon of Hi l- 

lei. 

3 Rabb. Gamaliel Ribona , 

4 R. Simeon , the fon of Ga- 

maliel. 

5 Rabb an Gamaliel , his fon. 
fi R. Jehudah , the prince. 

7 Hillel the prince, his fon. 

8 Rabban Gamaliel {be Old . 

9 Simeon III. 

10 R. Judah , NaJJi or prince. 

(O) We are told, that that 
emperor was informed in Egypt , 
that a certain patriarch, who 
came thither fometimes, was 1 
much importuned by fome to 
worfhip Serapis, and by others Je- 
fus Chrift (20) : from which one 


(t) S** Antient H ft. vol. iii. p. 24a, fea . ( 19 ) De bis uid. War ft, 

Obftrv . p. 214. Bsrtoioc Wolf, Bibbict. Rabbin . Otbon . Hft. Deflor Mtjhnia. 
Bafnajr . ub. fup. /. iii. c. x, ib, & fa Calmct./ub , vec. patriarch. &c. (20) 

Via, Flat/, tfipife. p, 245. 

may 
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and then Simon III. will be the firft who enjoyed it m that 
high degree ; for he flourilhed in that emperor’s time, and 
was lineally defcended from Hillel \ in whofe line it conti- 
nued till its abolition, A. C. 429, as we fhall fee in the fe- 
quel. 

Our defign, however, is not to go through an hiftorical 
^account of thofe pontifs, efpecially as we find it fraught, by 
the JewiJh writers, with the moft abfurd aqd fabulous legends, 
and miraculous exploits. What we have already given by 
way of fpecimen, of fome of the former, will eafily incline 
our readers to excufe us from doing the like by the latter ; 
and to think* it fufficient, that we take notice of their moft 
material tjranfa&ions in every age they have flourished, and 
ftripped of all the rabbinic fables, and of every thing that is 
dubious, controverted, or impertinent. 

Having thus far fettled the moft probable sera of their R f fj PVce 
rife, our next bufinefs will be to fix the place of their refi- at Tibo 
dence ; which, tho* fome have fuppofed to have been Lyd- has. 
da , or Jamnia , yet is, by the far grearer number, allowed to 

have been the famed city of Tiberias firuate on the lake of its 

name; and fo called by Herod who built it, in honour of An acade - 

Tiberius f, and which became afterwards the capital of G:i- my found- 
lilee 9 and the refidence of Agritya, on whom Claudius the there* 
emperor beftowed it, and from whom it was alfo called Clau- 
dia Tiberias. This city, famed for its advantageous fixa- 
tion, as well as for its medicinal waters, was chofen, as lefs 
liable to give umbrage to the jealous Romans , to be not only 
The patriarchal feat, but like wife that of the JewiJh learn- 
ing, a new academy being foon after founded in it, which 
became famous for its learned men ; particularly the com- 
pilers of the Mijbnah ; of which more in its proper place (P). 

The 

X De his vid. vcl. ii. p. 425, 459, & feqq. fub. note (Y). 

Vid. & Jos. Ant. 1 . xviii. c. 3. Bell. Jud. 1 . ii. c. 8. 


may conclude that he was nei- 
ther Heathen nor Chriftian, but 
a, Jew, who refufed to worfhip 
their God. We took notice, 
that all things confidercd, that 
dignity could but begin to fpring 
up ; it could make but a flow 
progrefs under Trajan* who ufed 
the Jews with great feverity ; 
but in Adrian's time was got up 


to fuch a height, as to take 
frequent progrefs etfen as far 
as into Egypt ; no aera there- 
fore can be more proper to fix 
the rife and progrefs of that dig- 
nity than this, in which we find 
the firft mention, as well as the 
firft fignal cxercife, of it. 

(?) Buxtorf adds (21), that 
it did ft d] fub lift injtrorns time * 


(ai) In ^'iberiad. 

Mod. Hist. Vo l. XIII. L 


and 



14 6 Hijiory of the B. XVI. 

The patri - The authority of thefe Patriarchs hath been much exag- 

archal au- gerated by the Jews, i 1 j rder to repel a powerful argument 
thority, ur'ged by the Chriftians of thofe early ages, that the feepter, 
or regal authority, mentioned by Jacob % was departed from 
them. But whatever they may write of it, it was rather a 
fhadow of power, than a real one ; and the Romans were 
too jealous of it to let them enjoy it in any higher degree. 
It was moftly confined to religious and controverted matters. 
They had officers of feveral ranks under them, whofe bufi- 
n/efs it was to carry their dccifions, and to regulate other mat- 
ters, under their cognizance, in all places where their autho- 
rity reached. And thefe were filled Apofioli, L&gati, and the 
Their ato - ^e. They likewife levied the tribute that was paid to the 
files or of- Patriarch (Q^), and, at their return, gave him an account 
feers-y of the ftate of the Jews under his dcpendancc ; and were 
alfo ufed as counlellors by him ; on which account they held 
a rank fuperior to the reft. The chiefs of the fynagogues, 
fchools, and academies, were likewife nominated by, and 

J Gen. xlix. io. See alfo Anc. Hill. vol. iii. p. 317, and (B). 

and that it was at this academy the countries of the difperfion, 
that the Max antes, fo famed in and not 10 the chief of the cap- 
the Je'wijb hifl'jry, made the tivity at Babylon as Bartclocci 
nobleft appearance ; and where hath affirmed. All the fyna- 
they are fuppofed to have in- gogucs of the well were bound 
vented the vowel, and other to pay it ; and that which was 
grammatical, &c. points, of levied in Egypt 9 where the Jt <ivs 
which we have fpoken in a for- were richer than in moil other 
mcr part *. places, amounted to a very great 

(QJ What this tribute was turn ; and it was perhaps on 
which he exafted from the Je<iv- that account, in part, that he 
ijh nation, whether the didrach- » went thither in perfon. Epipha - 
nia*paid formerly to the temple, niut tells us, that it was paid in 
and fince to Jupiter Capitolinas , all the provinces of Sicily, and 
but releafed by Ncrva either in the imperial laws mention its 
part or wholly, or fome other being paid in all the parts of 
iinpofed by him, is hard to the Roman empire where any 
guefs. ‘ But it is undeniable, Jews vveie fettled. And we 
from the 'origin of that tribute are further told, that it was ex- 
to maintain a new dignity and a&ed with fuch feverity that the 
union among the difperfed, from people were at length forced to 
the writings of the rabbies, as complain of the avarice of thofe 
well as from fome of the impe- pontifs, in order to obtain a re- 
rial laws, that fuch a tribute lief; till at length we find it quite 
was univcrfally paid to the pa- aboliflied by Julian the apoitate, 
triarch of the weft, and was an, 363, if the letter quoted to 
conveyed to Tiberias from all prove it be really his (22). 

(*) Sit An. Hift . vol, iii. p, 220, ar fiif. (22 )Jut, epiji . tioivto 22 

obliged 
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obliged to receive their direftions from him ; and the impe- 
rial laws gave him the title of Illuftris , or Clarijfimus ; and Titbit 
fome of them forbad the Chriftians to moleft or ufe them 
difrefpeftfully, though we find nothing in any of them that 
fhews that they had the power of life and death. 

They could inflift fevere cenfures, penances, and even 
t excommunication, as well as fome corporal puniftiments ; 
but in this laft they are charged to have abufed the indulgence 
■which the Laws gave them ; and to have fuffered, if not or- 
dered, delinquents, efpecially thofc that were found inclined 
to, or had embraced, Chriftianity, to be whipped to death. 

As their dignity was*hereditary, and exceeding profitable on ^ * + 
many accouuts (R), it came at laft to be fo abufed* that the \heirpovj - 
emperor Theoclojius the younger was obliged to iflue out an er% F * 
edift to fupprefs the exorbitant power they had aflumed, and 
to reduce it to its proper limits. It was cuftomary for them 
to enrich themfclves, not only by the exattions lately men- 
tioned, but by felling of places under them, fuch as chiefs 
of the academy, of the fchools, of the fynagogucs, 6r. and, 
by-and-by, depofing them, and putting others in their place b , 
the licenfing of new fynagogucs, fetting up tribunals, and 
trying of caufes between Jews and Chriftians, were fome of 
the abufes fuppreffed by that edift. • 

Thus much for the origin of the patriarchate in the weft, Great 
and of its inftitution in this firft century of the church. o/thisceni 
The Jews, to raife the character of their nation, make this fu c * 
and the next century pregnant of learned men, to whom 
they attribute a great number of celebrated books, which, 
upon ftrift enquiry, are much more recent, fince they men- 
tion fetts and writers which are pofterior to them by fome 
centuries. We ftiall therefore waive the far greater pfirt of 
them, as not worthy farther mention, and throw the ofhers 
into the margin (S)< 

The 


b Vid.Pallad. invit. Chryfoftom. 


(R) Some pretend, that it 
was not fo far hereditary, but 
that the owner might alienate it, 
and inf^ance in the famed R. 
Judah Hakkode.fi, who preferred 
Chanina to his own fon. But 
that is falfely urged, fince he 
left the patriarchate *o his fon 
Gamaliel , and alfo made Cha- 
nina chief of the academy. And 


Epiphanius aflurcs us, that it 
was fo far hereditary, that Hil - 
hi having left only a fon be- 
hind him. he fucceeded him, 
though a child ; and this he had 
from R . Jofipb who was left 
tutor to the boy, and could not 
but be well informed of the cuf* 
toms of his own nation. 

(S) We have already men- 
L 2 tioned 
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The next century produced feveral remarkable events ; 
the mod confiderable of which were, i . The rebellion they 

raifed 


tioncd the famed R.Jochaides > 
author of the book of Zohar (+\ 
The next was Elijha tlagaili, 
or the Galilean , who wrote a 
very my focal treatife of the thir- 
ty-two properties of the law, an- 
fwerable to the thirty -two roads 
to wifdom (23). One R . Elea- 
scar wrote another of the mea- 
sures of the temple (24', and is 
pretended to have lived whilil it 
flood ; and to have taken them 
from it, as moil of ihe rabbies 
fince did theirs from him (25). 
The next worth fpeaking of was 
the poet E zee hi el, who wrote a 
poem on the exod, or the deli- 
verance from the Egyptian bon- 
dage, probably to comfort his 
nation under their prefent cala- 
mities. He is fuppofed to have 
lived between the times of Jo- 
jephus , who makes no mention of 
him, and of Clement of Alexan- 
dria, who hath quoted him , fo 
that he mull have floumhed 
about the end of the full, or the 
beginning of the fecond, cen- 
tury (26). 

Thp lad we fhall mention is 
the tfcfouncnt of the twelve pa- 
triarchs, whole author hath con- 
cealed his religion ; but fpcaks 
fo frequently like a Jew that 
the learned Dr. Crab e (27), who 
firll publiihed it in Greek (for 
till then it*vas only known by 
that poor Latin verfion which 
Dr. Great head, biihop of Lin- 
coln, who had procured a Greek 
copy in the 1 3th century, caufed 
to be made of it by one Nicholas 


a Grecian , and by fome few 
other fcattercd fragments) be- 
lieved it to have been wrote 
originally in JJebicw by fome 
doftor of that nation, whom he 
fuppof.s to have lived fome time 
before oar Saviour, feeing he 
follows the commpn notion of 
the JevJi in expiring a tempo- 
ral and conquering Melliah. 
'I he biihop above-named feems 
all'o to have been of the fame 
mind, feeing he fo bitterly 
complains of the jealoufy of 
the Jews, who had kept that 
work fo long concealed from 
the Chriftians, leit they lhould 
urge the prophecies that are in 
it, concerning the Melliah, 
againfl them. 

i hele prophecies are indeed 
very many and pregnant again ll 
them, was the book itfelf of 
any authority : but it feems ra- 
ther to have been wrote by fome 
half converted Jew, who puts 
into the mouths of the patriarchs 
lundry prophecies concerning 
Cliriil, but Hill retains a great 
.number of JewiJh prejudices, 
particularly that of his being a 
temporal, inllcad of a fpiritual. 
Redeemer ; and fo is not fit to 
be quoted either againft Jew or 
Chrillian, We fhall refer our 
readers to the authors quoted 
in the margin for the further 
char after of the book (28), and 
its pretended verlion into Greet 
by St. Chryfojlom. And all that 
we fhall add to it is, that it mull 
have been very antient, fince 


(f) P. 126(B). (23) Barto 7 oc. & Wolf. Bib Hut. Rabbin. (24) Middctb, 
in Taur.it b. jot. 7. Wdgrnfrrf. p. 3 If. (25) Bartol , ub. fup. (26 ) Le Moyne 
•cat. fjer. t'.m. ii. f. 35K Bafnag. ub. fup. lb. vii. cap 11. ^ ib. (27) Speed, 
pair. tom. i. ^ J. ( 2 %) Crabs ibid Fabric, yipocr. vet. Itji. Nt-u/ry. appar. 
satt.bl. BjJnag\ ub. fup. Caltnct, [ub vac* Tefiament, PriJeaux Connect, &c. 
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raifed under the emperor Trajan. 2. The horrid (laughter 
they committed in Cyrene, a city of Lybia, and in the ifle of 
Cyprus, and other places. 3 The appearance and punifti- 
ment of the falfe mciHah Barchocheba ; the taking of the 
city of Either by the Romans ; and the dreadful condition 
the Jews were reduced to alter it. 4. The rebuilding of 
• Jcrafdlem by Adrian. And, 5. The writing of the Mifb~ 
nab, by Judah Hakkadofh , or the faint. # 

1. Tiikir rebellion under fo powerful a prince as Tra* Rebellion 
jan , can only be afcribed to their impatience under a foreign underTm- 
yoke, aggravated by the miiery and hardlhips they endured jan, the 
under it, which mad# their refentment break out with fuch.y ar of 
fury, notwithftanding the low (late they were reduced to, as 1 5* 
cannot be read without horror. It began at Cyrene, where 
the Jews had been fettled for fome centuries, and were be- 
come powerful ; and had now gained fome confiderable ad- 
vantages over the Cy remans and Egyptians. Thefe fled im- 
mediately to Alexandria, and filled that city with fuch alarms; 
that they maffacred all the Jews they found in it. Thofe of 
Cyrene, provoked at fuch a dreadful reprifal, which yet they 
had brought upon themfclves, chofe one Andrea, whom Eu- 
Jebius (tiles king Lacuas, for their head c ; under whom they Wanwith 
prefently deftroyed two hundred and twenty thoufand inha- the Ro- 
bitants, wafted the whole country of Libya , and fought many mans; Je- 
defperate battles againft Martins Turbo , whom Trajan had populate 
fent with a powerful army againll them ; infomiich that Adrian Lib )' a - 
was forced afterwards to fend a fiefh colony to re-pcople that 
wafted country d (T). 

On 


c Ecd. Hift. 1 . iv. c. z. d Gat it/- Tzemach David, p 104. 
Solomon, Alius virgae tribus Jud. p. 64. . 


Origin quotes it ; and could not 
be wrote before the deftrutlion 
of Jerufalem , bee aide it makes 
particular mention of it, and of 
the writings' of the evange.ifls. 
And thus much (hall fufftce for 
'the writers of this ccntur >. 

(T) Euftbius in the laft quoted 
place mentions this rebellion at 
the beginning of Trajan's reign, 
but in his Chioniclc one year 
fooner : but the former, being 
t)ie more exadt, ought to be 
preferred. The Jews pretend, 


that this rebellion was caufed 
by fome of their refugees from 
Jerufalem to Alexandria, who 
had built a temple there, and 
wanted to domineer over the 
reft Upon which, fuch a fierce 
conteft arole, that the wcakeft 
fide was forced to call T wax 
to their jlliftance, who killed 
about 500,000 of them, flat 
what they fay of the building 
of a temple there, is a mere fa- 
ble ; there being no other built 
in Egypt but that of Onia j, of 
L 3 which 
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In the next year thofe of Mcfopotamia appeared in arms, 
and in fuch a manner as made the whole country tremble, 
\vhich obliged the emperor to fend the famed Lucius Quietus, 
the gre.iteft general in the whole empire, who Hew fuch vaft 
numbers of them as quelled them for the prefent; but, for 
fear they fhould rife up again after he was gone, 7 raj an ap- 
pointed him governor of Pale/line, and ordeied him to ftay 
there to keep them in awe 

liJaJjfacre This did not hinder thofe that were fettled in Cyprus , an 
of the C y- ifland formerly described f, from making a much more dread- 
priots. ful ir* fur region, in which their own authors make no fcruple 

to inereafe the number of the malfacred, inftead of le/Icning 
it; though others, both Pagans and ChrifHans f make it to 
have amounted to two hundred and forty thoufand inhabit- 
ants (U). 

However, this obliged Trajan to fend his head general 
Adrian again ft them, who, with fome difficulty, fubdued 
them ; after which an edift was publilhed, exprefl 

ding 


e Er/sEB. in Chrome Jud. Ilift. 1 iv. c. 2, & ft q. Xtphil. 
ex /lion. lih. lxviii. 7 ^osius, Sc alio. + See Anc. Hift. vol. 
viii. p. 236, Sc feq. f Dio, Luseb. ub hip. 


which we have fpCut - h our 
Ancient Hillory t* Some of 
the talmudiib abfurdly place 
this maffacre under Adrian ; and 
add, that he cleiftoyed more 
y -vs by half at this time in 
Egypt, than evet came out of it 
under M f s ; which, accord- 
ing to .the calculation wc have 
foi mtrly made of thefe i*), mult 
have amounted to fevcr.il mil- 
lions : but this is a Je'ivijb exag- 
geration not worth confuting. 

(U) They tell us, that the re- 
port they heard of other infur- 
redions in diheient parts of the 
pmpire, encouraged thofe of Go - 
phriyi b .hey call that ifland (29), 
to fail upon the Cyprifts with 
fuch fury, that they did not leave 
one of them alive. Some authors 


hive imagined, that Egypt, and 
nor Cyprus was the Icc c of this 
horrid xrafucre, by fuppofing 
an error in t'*e , :eb>r~^ . nsua 
inftead of occaiioned 

by the likeneb of the *1 and *T, 
the r and d. But, wirhout 
giving way to fuch improbable 
conjectures, we have proofs 
enough in the Ads of the apof- 
llcs of the 'fail's being very 
powerful and rich in that ifland, 
which was the native place of 
St. Barnabas ; which is alfo con- 
firmed by Heathen, as well as 
Chrittian, writers ; particularly 
Dio , whoiells us, that having 
appointed one Artemion their 
general, they flew 240,060 in- 
habitants : on which account 
they were forbid ever to come 


(f) See Ancient \hfi. vol. x f. *517, & (M). (*) Ihii 10I. iii. p. 392, fuh 

note 448,(5? y-%. & a lib, (2y) Gar.iXj uifip.p, ioz, Aacobut, in Juckqfim, 

into 
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ding the Jnvs to let foot in that ifland, under the fevereft 
penalties. Which edift was fo feverely kept, as we obferved 
in the laft note, that it was a very long while before we meet 
with any fettled there. 

3. The next infurrefrion was raifed under their falfe 7 'he falfe 
meffiah Caziba, or, as he ftiled himfclf, Barcbocbeba ; who, MeJ/iah 
taking the advantage of the heart-burnings which then reigned Barcho- 
a mo jig the Jews, on account of Adrian's having fent a colony chab. 
to 1 cl mild Jerufalcm which he defigndti to adorn after the 
Roman ftyle, and to call by his name JEIia (to which the 
JcwiJb writers add another, and much greater caufc of dif- 
content ; viz. his having forbid the Jews to circumcife their 
children), fet himfelr upas head of their nation, and pro- 
claimed himfelf their long-expected mefliah (V/). He was His or 
one of thofe banditti that infclVed Judea, and committed all 
kinds of violence agaiuft the Romans, and was become fo 
powerful by this time, that he was chofen king of the Jews, 
or, according to their own writers, fuccecded his father and 
grandfather in that dignity (X), and was by them acknow- 

leged 

into that ifland ; and that they mafter tr former. It doth 
even killed all thofe who weie notiuii'.cd anpear fiom St. Luke 
driven thither by bad weather, that Simon to*k on him the di- 
Eufebius {30) b ro lefj parricu- red ch a. after of the Meffiah, 

Jar about it, and only confines but onh of a man endowed with 
the man'acre to the capital of fome fupcrnatural power from 
that iiland ; tho’ ’tis hard ;o guefs God ( 3 4) . However, thefe and 
how Sahur.is fhould have been feverai others we pafs by, were 
able to contain fuch a number fignal impolfors, of which thefe 
of people (31); and it is more two centuries were very preg- 
likely to have extended to all nant ; moft of whom, being 
the Cypriots in general (32). *• difciplcs of Judah, the Qaucvte 

(W) We avoid for brevity’s fpoken of in a former part (t)» 
fake mentioning feverrd other did ftill infpirit the Jews with 
impoftors that had appeared be- hopes that the deliverer would 
fore him ; fome under the title focn appear, and fo ftirred them 
of Mefliah, others only his fore- up to frefti rebellions, 
runner. Gamaliel mentions two (X) Thefe pretend, that Co - 
who^had come to an untimely tciba I. and grandfather to this 
end\i little before his time (33). we are upon, was raifed bv the 
Origen ranks Simon Magus and Jews to that title fifty-two 
Dofithfus among that number, years after the ruin of the tem- 
They were both Samaritans', and pie, and died at Either, a city 
the latter is faid to have been near Jerufalem , and the then 

(30) Cbron. & ffifl. lib. iv. (31 ) Dr bac vide Anc. Iliji . vol. viii. p. 244, 
feq . (32 )See fiajnag. Ihfi. dts Jutfs. /. vii. c. 1 1. §. 24. (33) AHi v. W, & 

Jff. (34) (bid. viii. 9. (t) Anc. (lift, vol . x. p . 467 (G). 477, & 529 [V). 

b 4 capital 
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Icged* their mefliah. However, to facilitate the fuccefs of 
. this bold enterprife, he changed his name into that of Bar - 

choc baby or Bare hoc ha ; alluding to the ftar foretold by 
Balaam 2. He pretended to be a ftar fent from heaven, 
to rcflore his nation to its antient liberty and glory (Y). 
Precurfor. And, 3. Chofe fo- his precirfor the famed Akiba , of whom 
we have fpoke at the ocglrmlng of this chapter f ; who, being 
then in high repute among the Jews, as ch ; ef of their San- 
hedrim, declared him to be the ftar that was to arife out of 
\ "V. Jacob. The perfecution which the) had fuffered under Adrian 
f^er cis re- j ia j f Q f ar paved the way for thefe two impoftors, that they 
j,. t::cs. quickly railed an army, out of their oyn nation* of 200,000 
men, of prodigious ftrength and courage, and made Bilher 
the place of their retreat, and the capital of this new king* 
dom (Z). 

Declares Hr . re Barchochab was anointed king, and caufed fome 
war a - money to be coined with hi° name, by which he proclaimed 
gam ft A- himfelf the mefliah and p!ntc of the Jew ip.) nation; but 
dnan, A. deferred declaring war againft the Romans, till Adrian had 
* 1 quitted E<ryf t ; fo that it di ! rn.t break out till the 1 7th yeat 
ot that emperor’s reign, as a late author hath plainly fhewn h . 
Adrian f erns at firft jto have negltded this new revolt • and 
as the Jews had been fo effectually humbled by his prede- 

* Numb. x\iv. 17. f P. 127, fub not, b Vid. Basn ac. ub. 
fjp. Sc Audi, ab eo retat. 

capital of his kingdom. He all probability, the moll to be 
was fjcceeclcd by his fon Rob depended upon (36). 
or lt:v ; and afterwards hy his (Y) For proof of which, he 
grandfon Romulus, fui named Co- was wont 10 vomit fire and 
liba, who, according to them, fmoke out of his mouth when 
was afterwards put to death by he fpoke, to amufe the popu- 
hxi' own men, bccaufe he was lace. 

wanting in one main chara&e- (Z; We have already fpoken 
riftic of the Mefliah ; viz. the of this city, ar.d its numerous 
difeerning a guilty perfon by academy. St. Jerom calls it 
the fmell (35). Thefe make Bethoron ; and both he and Eu - 
the reigns of the three Cozibas Jebins place it in the neignbour- 
to have laded t .venty-one years, ho 'd of Jermalem. However 
or even beyond ; whereas the there were two towns of that 
ancient chronicle makes no name ; viz. this about twelve 
mention of the two former, and miles, and another about fifty - 
allows but two years dnd half s two, from that metropolis (*). 
reign to the latter; and is, in 

(^ 5 ) Sedtr Ohm, tap. 31. vid. & Gemar. traft. fartbedr . e . II. P, Ahr . 
Cubbaia. Hid. Gamfx. ub. fup. ad an. 388 . p. jnz t (36) Bafnage, ub* fup. /, 
v 'i. e. ia. §. 11. (*) Eujib. & Jaum. lux. Hebraic, tec a'Ju Ane* Ihfi* vaU 
X. »;7 (&). «• 3 ° 4 - _ 

cefior. 
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cedar, he would hardly imagine they could be fo foon in a 
condition to make head againft him. But when he found'* 
what ftioals of banditti, and other draggling Jews flocked to 
Barcbochab, he thought fit to fend Tinnius Rufus, with afhong Either be* 
reinforcement, againft them ; though they did not prove fuf- fieged and 
ficient to prevent the impoftor’s gaining great advantages /**<?». 
over him, and maflacring all the converted Jews , as well as 
* Romans and Chriftians, that came in his way. At length 
Julius S events, who was then in Englahd , and was one of 
the greateft generals of his age, was fent againft them ; who, 
not thinking it fafe to engage fo vaft and powerful an army, 
contented Hmfdf wijh defeating them by parties, by which 
means he did at length fo inclofe them as to cut off all 
fupply of provifions, and went and laid liege to Either . The 
befieged made a ftout defence, and Tripbon , a famed rabbi, 
was put to death for having propofed to furrender the place ; 
but it was at length forced to it by the death of Barchechab , Its dread* 
who had been killed in it; after which followed a moft dread- ful fate. 
ful (laughter of the Jews, infomuch that their writers affirm, 
that a far greater number of them periflied than at firft came 
out of Egypt ; and the fcholars, who had defended it fo gal- 
lantly, though with no other weapons than their writing pen- 
cils, were flung by thoufiinds into the flames, with their 
books tied about them (A). As for Akiba, ’after a very fe- 
vere imprifonment, he was condemned to a cruel death ; and 

(A) The Jews add, that children, which had been da(h- 
when the head of the impollor ed againll it : the brooks were 
was brought to Adrian, lie ex- fo fuelled wkh the blood of the 
prefled a defire of feeing his (lain, that they carried large 
body 5 but that, when they (tones quite into the fca, though 
came to take it up, they founjJ at four miles diitance from it; 
a ferpent twined about the neck ; and the ground round ab'ojit was 
which fo fcaied them, that the fo inriched with the carcafes 
emperor, being told of it, cie- of the (lain, that it wanted no 
dared, that God alone was able manuring for feven years. In 
to kill fuch a man. But that did memory of this, the Jews ap- 
not hinder his cheat from being pointed a kind of mournful 
found out at laft; upon which hymn to be ufedpn the 18th 
account they changed his name day of the month Ab, anfwer- 
into that of Barcbozab , or the ing to our July and Augufi, in 
fon of impoftor or lie. which they ftyled Adrian a fe- 

THey add, that the maflacre cond Neptichadnezzar, and pray 
was fo dreadful and univerfal, to God to remember that ty- 
that they found upon one Jingle rant, who dethroned 480 fyna- 
ftone the fculls of above 300 gogues (37}. 

( 37 ) Vi(L Lint, dt Judser, Bpeudo»MAJ\ W ftf. Bajnag. ub. ftp. 

With 
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. with him, the Jews tell us, died the glory of the Jewt/Is 
law (B)> 

Number of The Romans, on the other hand, loft a vaft number of 
Jletin , & c. their own troops ; and, if we may believe their own authors, 
it was one of the bloodieft wars they ever waged. Five hun- 
dred and eighty thoufand were killed on the Jews fide, bc- 
fides vaft multitudes of others which perifhed by famine, fire, # 
and other calamities i ; which could not be done without 
great Ioffes on the enemy’s fide ; the former being ever known 
to fight moft defperately, and felling their lives at a dear 
rate. Bcfidcs, at the taking of the city of Either , they had 
Hill fifty ftrong cafties well garrifonec^ Howefer, upon the 
death of their chiefs the reft made but faint efforts ; and 
the war came foon to an end. 

Terufalem ADRIAN took the advantage of this peaceful interval 
rebuilt , for ii n i filing his defign of rebuilding Jentfikm. Wc have 
A. C. 137. formerly taken notice of the difference between this new 
city and the old one, with refpect to its ciirfture f, though, 
in the main, the old foundations were ftill made life of for 
it. This defign was carried on, not hvfavour cf ilie Jews, 
who might the rather have been induced to new revolts, had 
they been allowed to fettle in it. It was clciigned, on the 
contrary, to mortify and humble them, by rearing fo many 
heathenifii ftru&urcs, as fliould make them abhor coming 
into it (C) ; belides a feverc cdi^l of that prince, which c\- 

prelly 

1 Dio in Adrian, p. 263. Hedron, Chr. p. 168. t Sec 
Anc. Hift. voh ii..p. 473. 

(B) He had hi*. fh;(h torn off ail the reft deferted the place, 
with iron combs (38). Light- ^et flood firm till he had re- 
foot ipfentions him as the only ccivcd fome hundreds of wounds 
confiderable perfon that fuffered in his body (40). 
in this maffacre (3g), though a (C) Accordingly we find, 
good number of others, no lefs that he ordered the ancient mo- 
celebrated, were likewife put numents to be demolifhed, and 
to cruel deaths; particularly a theatre and other public build- 
Judah the fgn of Ba<va , who, ings to be built of the materi* 
notwithftandmg the emperor’s als. Some of the ftately ftoncs 
orders againll filling up the va- of the temple were likewife put 
cant places of the fanhedrin, to the fame profane ufe ; and, 
did appoint five do&prs into in their room, ftatues uf the 
that body, and, among them, heathen gods and goddetfes were 
Che famed R. Meir ; who, tho’ fet up in that holy place, and 

Mijhn. in S*ta. (<\q) Chronic. Temp,v. vi. tom, xi. p. 144. (40) 

T>t hit mid. Mijh. oh. (up, Gemar K trait* fanhedr, Bartohc . tom, K IVagem in 
Beta* Bojnag. (g 4/, ‘ 

in 
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prefly forbid them all farther accefs to it. And the more The Jews 
effectually to clear it of its JewiJh inhabitants, he caufed & forbid to 
prodigious number of them to be fold at two different come 
fairs (D), at the common price of horfes ; and ordered the 
remainder to be tranfported into Egypt. After this the (late Eaft num - 
of the Jews became one of the moll melancholy that can be ^ ers °f 
.imagined; and being thus doubly excluded the entrance into 
the holy city, they were forced to content themfelves with 

in feveral others which were be- Eufebius place about fix miles 
come venerable to the Chriili- from Hebron ( 41). St. Jerom 
ans. Dut the gre ateft ^nciigni only two miles from it, and So- 
t y to the Jews was his ordering zemen about fifteen (lades (44). 
a hog to be carved, and fet up St. Jtrom adds, that this fair 
over the gate that led to Beth • was Hill kept in his time, but 
lehr?)i ; not fo much in token of that the Jews were aftiamed to 
their flaver^ to the Romans, as come to it, on account of fo 
an ancient father imagined (4.1 ), great a number of their nation 
as becaule that creature was having been expofed to fale at 
forbid by the Mosaic law, and it (4$). Thofe that could not 
abhorred by all the Jiws. be fold here were Cent to Gaza, 

(D) One of thefe fairs was where was another celebrated 
annually kept on the plain of fair ; and the reft were fold in- 
Mamre, facred for having been to Egypt , where they foon gretir 
the place where Abraham had numerous. • 
often pitched his tent, and in memory of this fignal over- 
wbere he received the three throw of the Je*vs, the emperor 
heavenly guefls (42). It was ordered a medal to be ftruck, 
called the fair of Therebinthus , with the figure of a woman 
from the famous oak which holding two. naked boys, and 
grew there, and which the vul- facrificing upon an altar, with 
gar tranilates by that name, this legend ; 
though the Hebrew word Elah Aduentus Aug. Jude/e ; or, 
rather fignifies an oak, elm, or* The arrival of the emperor in 
large tree. However that be, Judea. • 

St. Jerom tells us, that it was There is likewife another of 
(lill (landing in his time, and the fame emperor, on which 
much reforted and reverenced Judea is represented like a wo- 
by Chriftians and Jews ; and man kneeling, and holding a 
Hegrfippus tells us, that it had hand up to him, with three chil- 
ftood ever-fmee the creation, and dren, one of them*naked, and 
been famed for being a place of all in a fuppliant pofture ; and 
great refort by merchants of all reprefenting thereby the fub- 
the neighbouring nations. This jettion and mifery of the Jcyo- 
oak, or Terebinth, Jofephus and ijh natiorf (46). 

^41 ) Hieronim CbfOftol. in an. 137. ^43 ; Vtd . G^tejis xviii. T, feq. (43) 

Bell. Jud. 1 . iv.c. 7 Euf. loc.Hebr . (44) Hid or. 1 . i\ c. 4. (45) I/: Sopbon. p. 

396. (463 De bis mid. Tnjlan. com. biji. Adrian. Frcnber, de numijhnat. cenj'u. 

Bafnag. ub . /up. c . 12. §. 34. 


beholding 
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beholding it, though with floods of tears, from fome of the 
neighboring hills ; neither could they obtain this liberty 
from the Roman foldiers, but by din* of money. Th t Mount 
of dives , in particular, was often feen covered with men 
and women, with their dothes rent, bewailing the ruin of 
that once famed metropolis. 

A hard Some other impoft* we find laid on them for the liberty € 

tax laid on G f their religion ; particularly for that of reading the facred 
them. books, circumcifmg their children, 6c. Concerning which, 
authors, both Jews and Chriftians, vary ; but which are not 
worth dwelling longer upon. As for the Jews of t* . call:, 
they feem to have fared much better; for, thtfngh Trajan 
had carried on a war againft them *k far as Mefopotamia, 
yet Adrian , upon his coining to 'he empire, having con- 
tented that the Euphrates ftionld be the boundary of the 
Roman empire on that fide ; thofc beyond the liver had no 
other (hare in the war wc have been fpeaking of, except that 
many of them came over to a {lift their brethren, and le ved 
only to increafe the number of the (lain and conqucied on 
this fide (E). 

Tudah The ^ remarkable thing in this Century is, the com- 
Hakka- piling of the Mifbnab by Judah Hakhadnfh. He was the foil 
do (hcom- df Simeon furnamed The Juft , and the third Patriarch of the 
files the Jews. He fucceeded him in that dignity, and was born in 
Miihnah. the city of Tzipori , or Sejboris (F), and flouriilied during the 

reigns 


(E) This laft fuppofition is 
founded on what Dio inlinuates, 
that the Jews did cvery-where 
rife up againft the Romans, and 
that the world was in an uni- 
verfaUuproar. From which, we 
may conclude, that many of 
tfrofe on the other fide of the 
Euphrates came over, either to 
help their brethren on this fide, 
or in hopes of plunder, and 
hatred to the* tyrannous Romans . 
And indeed, confidcriug how 
wafted Tale fine had been in 
Trajan s reign, it :s fcarcc cre- 
dible they could be fo numerous 
and powerful in that of Adrian , 
under whom the number of 
thoie that were deftroyed 


amounted to above fix hundred 
thoufand, unlefs we fuppofe, 
that a great part of them were 
come from the caft to them. 

«. (F) A city fituate on one of 
the mountains of Galilee . Its 
name, which fignifies a little 
bird, implies its being but a lit- 
tle place ; yet th ejpwi/h rabbies 
cry it up as fuch a confiderable 
one, that it had onehundred and 
fourfeore thoufand confection- 
ers. They pretend, that he 
was born on the day on which 
Akiba died, to fulfil Solomons 
prophecy, that one fun fets and 
another rifes (47). We lately 
took notice of the former being 
put to death at the taking of Bi - 


tlir % 


(47} Ecclf i* 9* tad Gantz Tzemacb) f, im- 
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reigns of three emperors, who were great enemies to the 
Chrifthns, but very favourable to the Jews ; viz. Antoninus 
Plus , M. Aurelius , and Commodus ; the iirft of whom came 
to the crown, AX. 138; and the latter died An. 194. So 
that he quietly enjoyed his patriarchate 4 5 years k . He be- 
came very confiderable on account of his fanttity, and much Anaccount 
jmorc for his great learning, and prefided over the great aca- °f f ^ at 
demy of Tiberias, lately mentioned, with an uncontrouled 5 
authority. During which time he had fiad frequent occa- 
sion to decide controverfies of the higheil nature, and gained 
a very great reputation by it. But he was efteemed above 
ail for his cSfebrated book called the Mijlmah , or repetition 
of the law, and (filed by the Greeks Deuteronomy , or fecond 
law ; a (hort account of which the reader may fee in the 
margin (G). This work was fo much the more neceflary at 

that 


k Vid. Gantz 

fber 9 fo that, according to them, 
the I alter mull have been born 
A C. 135. We omit a great deal 
of miraculous fluff which they 
tell of his tilth and life, for 
which he obtained the title of 
RakkaJoJb , or tbr Saint, or even 
of the Saint of Saints. Neither 
do we think worth mentioning 
fomc abfurd anachronifms relat- 
ing to him, particularly the pro- 
longmg his life down to the 
reign of Diotlejian , and men- 
tioning a number of learned* 
men as his cotemporaries, who 
did not flourith till a long time 
after. Thcfe are ufual things 
among thofe writers ; and we 
have given already fome in- 
llances of them at the begin- 
ning of this chapter, to ferve as 
a (pecimcn to the reft (48). 

(G) We (hall need fay the 
lefs of s thi.i famed treatife, be- 
caufeit hath been fince tranfla- 
ted into Latin by Surenhufius, 
with the notes of the learned 
Mai won, Bari better a, and G«- 


■5e al. fup. citat. 

ifiuSy in fix vol. fol. an. 170Z. 
It is divided into fix parts; the 
firft is intituled, TO. 

Seder 'Zerabhn or do jtminum , 
and treats abaut feeds in the 
field, of trees, fruits, plants, &c. 
The fecond, emjnD no. 

Seder Mobadim , or do ftftorum % 
and treats of the right obfer- 
vance of the JevuiJh feails. 
The third, tZym "HD, Seder 
Najhitti , ordo muiierum , treats of 
women, and all matrimonial 
caules. The fourth, TO. 
D*p*?3 Seder Ncxih'm 9 ord& dam- 

vorum , treats of Ioffes, damages, 
trade, C3V. the law-iuits arifing 
from them, and the manner of 
proceeding in them. The fifth, 
EWFlp TTD, Seder Kedojhim; 

ordo fan £1 or um. and treats of fa- 
criiices, oblations, and all other 
holy or facrificed things. The 

fixth, nrnntDTto, 

rif.cationzw , tieats of all kind* 
of expiations, and all things re- 
lating to purification. The an* 


(4S) rare 130, & fc?. Job noli (C). 



*5$ Jiifiory of the B. XVI. 

that time, becaufe the nation, having been forced to undergo 
fuch frequent difperfions and viciffitudes, had, in a great 
meafure, and would have ftill more, forgot the oral tradi- 
tions about the rites, laws, and cuftoms, of the ancient 
Jewsy which were become very numerous by this time, unlefs 
they were committed to writing, and digefted into one body 
or fyftem. And this he did with fuch fuccefs, that all the , 
Jewifb academies have fince followed him without any devi- 
*when ation. The time of his writing this book is varioufly con- 

Wf jedlured. The mod probable opinion is, that he finiflied it 

about the year of Chrift 180, or about the 44th year of his 
life, when he was in the flower of age ; Slid had, by 
long experience, been enabled, himfelf, to decide the moll 
arduous quellions of the law. 

Judah's The great reputation and authority which his learning 
character, and works had gained, did, however, even according to the 
Jewifb writers, fwell him up into fuch a height of pride, as 

little 


thor hath likewife added to the 
fourth part, or ordo damnorum , a 
chapter intituled, fTflDy, 
Abodah r Larah> or cuteus extra - 
tteus ; fuch they^call idolatry, 
and the penalties Annexed to it. 
Each of thefe books contained 
feveral tra&s amounting in the 
whole to fixty-three. 

This code or body of oral 
traditions is founded upon a 
fivefold authority ; viz. . lft, 
Upon the writings of Mofjs> 
whofe expolitions are contained 
in thej>entateuch, and are either 
decilivc of themfelves, or by 
confequences fairly drawn from 
them. 2d, Upon the ordi- 
nances of that lawgiver deli- 
vered to him on the mount, or 
as they are commonly ftyled the 
oral law fpofcen of in a former 
part ( t ) > and which arc 
looked upon to be of the fame 
authority with the written; tho\ 
as was there obferved, no good 
proof can be given of any fuch 
oral law having been given to 
that lawgiver. 3d, Upon the 


different decifions of the ancient 
doctors, concerning which a 
man is at liberty to take which 
lidc he pleafes, whether, for in- 
ftancc, thofe of Hillel or Sham- 
mm. 4th, On the maxims and 
favings of the prophets and wife- 
men, which are on that ac- 
count ftyled the hedges or fences 
of the law ; but from which the 
rabbies do often fwerve, though 
in the main they hold them in 
great elteem. 5th, On the an- 
cient rites and cuftoms, which 
have fince gained the fan&ion 
of a law, and are made by it 
equally obligatory. This is the 
fum of that fo much boafted 
treatife, which is therefore ftyled 
a body of civil and ecdefiaftical 
rights of the J e*ws, and as a 
collection of their oral laws, 
rules, However it is like- 
ly this book was not publiflied, 
or, at Jcaft, received immedi- 
ately, fince we find mention in 
Hegejtcpfns of fuch Qral tradi- 
tions being ftill appealed to and 
can vailed towards the" letter 


(1‘J Set Arc. vot. iii. f. 5 (B)* 


end 
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little anfwered his title of faint (H). He even indulged it to 
his dying hour, by the difpofal of all the places and titles 
under him ; and among them, that of Kacham, or wife man, 
to one of his fons named Simeon ; that of chief of the fyna- 
goguc to Chanina ; and that of prince, or chief, to his elded 
fon Gamaliel III (I). He likewife ordered his own funeral to 
be performed in the mod fumptuous manner, and that his 
body (hould be carried about through the moft confiderable 
cities, ami there bewailed after the JchuiJh manner. A great 
concourfe, \vc are told, accompanied the funeral pomp from 
all the adjacent parts K What they farther relate of it, the 
reader may-fee in the margin (K). 


ExceJfi'Vt 

pride* 


1 Vid. Oth. Hill, do&or Milhnic. & au&. ab eo citat. p. 
161. 


end of this fecond century. 
Thofe who want a fuller ac- 
count of it may confult the La- 
tin verfion above-mentioned , 
and the authors quoted in the 
margin (49). All that we fhall 
fay farther about it is, that it 
mud not be confounded with 
the talmud, which was not com- 
piled till a longtime after ; and 
of which we ihall fpeak in its 
proper place. 

(H) He was the firft that fet 
up his own authority above that 
of the fanhedrin, and its deci- 
lions, which, till then, thofe 
chiefs were fubjed to ; infomuch 
that one of that council, named 
the fon of Lachi, having ven- 
tured to difputc it, and to affirm, 
that a chief ought to be whipt 
if he tranfgrefl'cd, Judah im- 
mediately fent officers to appre- 
hend and bring him to a fevere 
punifhment; which he found 
no way to efcape but by a 
fpeedy flight. How can it there- 
fore be fuppofed, that a man of 
fuch proud and ungovernable 
fpirit (hould ever own the au- 
thority of the chiefs of Babylon 


to be fuperior to his, as the Ba - 
bylomjb rabbies, mentioned in 
a former note, pretend that he 
did ? 

( I ) Thefe were the three 
chief dignities of the JewJb 
church. The prince, or as we 
have chofe to ityle him the pa- 
triarch, was the higheft. The 
chief was the next, and prefided 
in his abfence in the council ; 
and the kacham held the third 
tank. This Jail was to be learn- 
ed above all the reft, becaufe he 
was the perfon confulted in all 
doubtful cafes, and fat on the 
left, as the chief did on the 
right, of the prince. 

(K) They tell us, that, the* 
the people flocked to' the folem- 
nity far and near, yet the day 
was fo far prolonged, that they 
had all time enough to gct> 
home, and light a candle againft . 
the next day, which ivas the 
Sabbath ; and the iath kol was 
heard to declare them all faved 
that had aflilled at it; one only 
excepted, who thereupon, fall- 
ing into defpair, put an end to 
his own life (50}. 


(49) Bortohc. Bibliot. ftal. tom . iii. Bafiave's Hi ft. Jud. lib . iii. c. 3. Cal* 
met. fub •voa. mijkna, Prid . Conneft, part i, lib. 5. (^oj V)J Gantx . & al. fup * 
Hi at. ap . Otbm* & Bafnag, ub. fup* 

He 
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Gamaliel He was facceeded by his fon Gamaliel, who is laid to 
fucceeds have confirmed his father's Mijhnah, and to have died,/$z. 
him. 2 29. His-fon- Judah did nothing worth our notice (L), ex* 
Hillel ree- ce P t that he left his dignity to his fon the famed Hillel II. a 
tifes'tbe perfon of great merit and learning ; who is the firft that be- 
talendar ; gan, as wc hinted at the beginning of this chapter f, to 
compute the years from the creation ; but whether he, or, , 
which is more probable, the gemarrifts, of whom we lhall 
fpeak in the fequeh, did wilfully curtail that sera, in order 
to make it appear that Chrift did not come into the world at 
the end of the fourth millenary, and at the time exprefly 
fignified by the prophets, we will not, determine: Another 
improvement he was the author of, viz . the cycle of 19 
years, to conciliate the courfe of the fun with that of the 
moon, by the help of feven intercalations. We have taken 
notice of fome fucli thing having been done before, under 
Simon the Maccabce , above 1 70 years before our Saviour *. 
and others Some others have fince put a helping hand to this emendation, 
after him . particularly Rabbi Samuel, nicknamed Jar kin, or lunatic, who 
was chief of an academy at Nahardca , about the year 240, and 
was efteemed a gteat aftronomer ; but as his calculation was 
found ftill defeftive, one of his fucceflors, viz . R. Ada, greatly 
improved it, as Hipparchus had formerly done that of Calip- 
pus ; upon which all thefe JeitiJh emendations were founded. 
However, Hillel, as prince of the captivity in the weft, in- 
troduced it by his authority, and thereby made way for the 
other two ; though it is not improbable that they, as a con- 
quered people, were forced, in this, as in other cafes, to fub- 
mit to the laws of the conquerors, and to adopt the reforma-, 
tion made by Julius Cafar . Hillel made, however, fome far- 
ther ones to the Tcchuphath Hafhana , or revolution of the year; 
fiich as changing the equinoxes* and folftices ; by bringing 
them back 1 3 days from where he found them ; as for in- 
ftance, the vernal equinox from the 7th of April to the 25th 
of March 

t See before, p. 13. * See vol. x. p. 302 (Y). * Vid. 

Scalig. C&fton Ifag. 1 . iii. p. 279. 

(L)Thc J e*vfjb writers pre- Az<eus, who fiourilhed, accord- 
tend that he live,* to th # e end of ing to them, A . A/./o6o,*or of 
the third century, in order to Chrift 300. But this is but one 
make him cctemporary with the of thofe anachronifms that rut* 
two famous rabbies Amaus and through all their works. 


But 
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But that which moft endeared him to the Chriftians was HilldV 
his converfion and baptifm a little before he died (M), when converfion 
he fent for the bifhop of Tiberias, under pretence of confult- at the point 
ing him as ‘a phyfician about his diftemper ; but in reality to °f death. 
own himfelf a Chriftian^and to be baptized by him?" The 
ceremony was accordingly performed, but in the privateft 
^manner ; the fcrvants, who were ordered to bring in the wa- 
iter being ordered to leave the chamber ; and the matter wad 
concealed for fome time, left his friends of domeftics fhould 
do him any prejudice on that account. Though it is fur* 
prifing fo edifying a converfion fhould be kept fo fecret, espe- 
cially as Conftantine tfy Great being then upon the throne, 
the Chriftians did not want for power to have Iheltered him 
from any infult from the Jews ; though the edift of that 
prince againft fuch outrages did not perhaps come out till 
fome years after (N), that is, in the patriarchate of Hillel'% 
fon and fucceflor, on account of whofe guardian it feems 
chiefly to have been made, as we are going to fliew. 

HILLEL left his only fon Judah y a minor, undet the Succeeded 
guardiariftiip of Jofeph , an intimate friend, mentioned in a late by Ju^ah, 
note, and one of his apoftles. But the Jews , upon fome jea- a miner* 
loufy that Jofeph was fuch another dilfembler as Hillel \ perfe ; 

f (M) This faft is not owned the apollate’s time. Bartolocci 
by any of the JtwiJh writers, places his death about A . C. 
who were too jealous of his 320; but that feems too late by 
glory, as well. as of that of their eight or ten years : ift, Becaufe 
nation, to take any notice of it. it gives him too long a reign \ 

But we have it upon the autho- and, 2dly, T his converfion 
rity of Epiphanius , who tells us, ought to have preceded Conftan - 
that, being gone with Eufebius tine s edict above-mentioned* 
FerceUenfesloScythopolis tokzon* .publilhed ann. 315, to fupprefs 
Jofeph , an intimate of the de- the violent outrages to which 
ceased Hill /, and guardian to the profelytes from Judaifm 
his foh, as well as one of his were expofed from the zealots 
apoftles, they had the whole of their own nation. If Scaliger 
iory from his own mouth. had confidered this circumftance, 

(N) It is not eafy to fix the he would not have fuppofed him 
year in which this converfion to have been reforming the 
happened, feeing the Jews pre- Jewijh calendar about the year 
tenet that he lived beyond the 344, as he hath done' (1), Up- 
yc^r 160 5 by which they con- on the whole then, it is molt 
found hlrn with another of the probable (hat Hill A died about 
feme name* who lived in Julian the year 30$ or 3 1 o, 

(l) lidem ibid, t'idt (£ Gemar. tit .Janie Jr, c. li. 

Mod. Hist. Vot. XIII., 


M 


cuted 
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Jofeph, cuted him with fuchbitternefs and violence (0), that he was 
bis tutor, forced to apply to the Emperor, by whom he was gracioufly 
jtrfccuted. received ; and not only protected from all future infults, but 
permitted to ereft feveral fumptuous churches for the ufe of 
the Chrt/Uans , in places where they were ftill wanting, by 
which he grew exceeding rich, and built fome ftatcly houfes, 
in Scytbopolis ; and here it was that he ga vtEufebius and is/i- 
phanius the account of Hill convert on above-mentioned. 
His at- As for Judah , his*pupil, he fucceeded his father in the pa- 
count of triarchal dignity, and enjoyed it ftill in the year 356; when 
Hillel's JofepK who was then in the 70th jtear of his age, related the 
cowverfion. traufadfion to thofe two biiliops. fje feems <0 have .out- 
lived him but a few years, fince Julian , in a letter to the Jews, 
dated an . 363, mentions another patriarch then in the chair, 
whom he names Julius ; which is only that of his fon and 
fucceffor Hillel III, gratified, who govern’d the Jewifh 
church till the year 385. 

4 Gamaliel He was fucceeded by his ion Gamaliel , IV th of that name, 
IV. the and laft of the patriarchal race and dignity St. Jcrom 
laft patri - fpeaks of him as of a learned man who had had feveral dif- 
anb. putes with Hefy chius, before A. C. 392 ; and it was not till 
an. 415, that we find him ftript of part of his authority by 
an edift of the Emperor Thcodojius ; but whether that pontif 
had abufed the patriarchal power, or by fome other way 
dig- difobliged him, or whether the male line was extindf, that 
nity abo- dignity was quite aboliflied about 14 years after; i. e. 
lijbed. arim 429, after having continued in the fame family thro’ 

thirteen generations; or about the fpace of 350 years (P). 

The 


(O) They had only a bare 
fufpicion of his being a Cbrif- 
tian in his heart; for he had 
as yet made no public profef- 
feflion of it ; however, that was 
fufficient to provoke fome of 
them to break abruptly into 
his ho ufe, where they found 
him readiifg the gofpel. They 
firft fnatch’U the book out of 
his hands, and fell a beating 
him moft unmercifully, and 
then dragged him fo the fy- 
nagogue, where he was cruelly 
whipped, and at length threw 
him head-long into th cCytinus, 
where' he was borne off by the 
ftream, far enough for them 


to think him drowned. But, 
Providence having preferved 
his life, he immediately made 
open profeflion of Chrijlianity , 
received baptifm, and with it 
the feveral marks of the em- 
peror’s favours above-men- 
tioned. And it is fappofed 
that it was on account of the 
violent excefles which the Jews 
committed on thefe occasions, 
that the edidt lately motioned 
was ifl’ued out. 

(P) We have feen in the 
late lid of thefe patriarchs, or, 
as the Jews fince called theih. 
Princes, that fome of their 
chronologtrs, particularly D. 

GantZf 
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The next dignity that fucceeded the patriarchate, was that 
of the primates, which being inferior in honour and autho- 
rity, as well as in point of time, will be fpoken of in another 
place. It is time now that we go back to the remaining part 
of the 2d century, from which this lift of the patriarchs and 
fucceflors of Judah Hakkadojh had carried us. 

We obferved a little higher from the JewiJh writers, that 
they enjoyed great peace and liberty undgrthe reigns of Adri* 
art's three fucceflors, Antoninus Pius , M. Aurelius , and Com- 
modus . The former of ftiefe they not only make a great friend 
and patron of their nation, but alfo one of their religion, and a 
difciple of Judah th« faint ; tho’ outwardly a heathen, and 
much addifted to fuperftition (Q^). However, as the edift J ews re ~ 
of Adrian againft their circumcifing their children was ftill un . 
in force againft then*, they grew now fo impatient under it, ntonl ~ 
as to appear in arms, and oblige him thereby to recal it, and 
reftore them to the free ufe of their religion. Antoninus 
foon fupprefled the revolt, but ufed fuch moderation towards 
them, as to grant them the liberty for which they took up 
arms ; which, tho ,# it extended to all the Jews, did yet ex- 
clude the Samaritans from it ; and, 2dly, forbad the former 
to make any piofelytcs to their religion (Rj. 

We 


Gantz % (horten the duration of 
that dignity by three genera- 
tions and ends it at Judah If. 
But it is plain from what we 
have faid above of the 1 Theo - 
dofian edift, that it reached 
down to the time there men- 
tioned. • 

(Q_) Among other fabulous 
legends of this emperor's af- 
fection for that JewiJh chief, 
they tell us that he had caufed 
a fubterrancau way to be made 
between his own palace and 
his houfe, by which he ufed to 
go and converfe with him (2). 

(R^ Some add a prohibition 
lik^wife of making eunuchs. 
It is not eafy to fay when this 
revolt happened'; and Capito- 
linui , who hath lammed it up, 


and the defeat of the Jews, in 
five or fix lines, hath inclined 
fome to fuppofe it to have broke 
out about the beginning of An- 
toninus ' s reign (3) ; others think 
the Jews could hardly be fo 
foon ready for it, confldering 
how difperfed and how low 
they had been reduced by 
Ai{rian> and that it mull have 
required feme years to put 
theinfelves in a proper condi- 
tion to attack fo powerful a 
prince. (4). And fo it would 
indeed, had this been fuch a 
regular* war as fome of thole 
they waged before. But by 
the Ihort account and the few 
particulars given us of it, it 
leans rather to have been a 
tumultuous infurreCtionat which 


(*) Juft. Rrhrt. ' at oh xi. 

lib. Ylii. (. i. ^ \ . 


($} Baton, * 1 , fup, citar. 


{A) Sjfrjjr. 
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We fliall pafs by two famous difputes which happened 
under the reign of Antoninus ; the former between Jafon , a 
converted Jew, and Papifcus , one of the fynagogue ; in which 
the former proves Chrift to have been the Mefliah, and the 
latter ufed very bitter imprecations againft him. The few 
fragments we have left of that conference give us no great 
caufe of regretting the lofs of the reft. The other was be- 
tween JuJiin Martyr, and the learned Try phon, at Ephefus , 
whither the latter had been forced to flee, on account of 
the war which that prince then waged againft the Jews, and 
where Jiiftin met and had this confidence with him, which 
is fuppofed upon good grounds to have happened ^about A.C . 
155, or after the Emperor had reftored the liberty of cir- 
cumcifion to the Jews . For before that time it is not pro- 
bable Try phon would fo readily have acknowleged his reli- 
gion from the very beginning of the conference (S). 

The reader may fee by what we obferv’d in the laft note, 
that the Jews were fo far from enjoying any degree of tran- 
. quilityeven under that prince, that they fared ftill worfe under 
his fucceflor, M. Aurelius , who had fuch an ill opinion of 
them, that, going thro* Judea into Egypt , he cried out, he 
had found there a people as wicked as the Sarmatians and 
Marcomans f. What increafed his refentment, was their 

+ Pap. flat. Sylvar. 1 . iii. 


the Jews were ever quick and 
ready , and their defeat might 
be no other than obliging them 
to lay down their arms, upon 
promife that they (hould have 
the grant they contended for, 
as they adlually had. 

(S) The JenviJb writers men- 
tion a learned rabbi, named 
Tarphon , who flourilhed about 
this time, and whom Lightfoot 
fuppofes to be the perfon (5). 
If fo, he not appear to 
have been a man of extraor- 
dinary learning, by his anfwers 
to his antagonift. However, 
we do not pretend jo pafs a 
judgment on either, which 


would be going out of our pro* 
vince. But what is more worth 
obferving to our readers is what 
that father obje&s againft the 
Jews, <i ix. that their cities were 
.burnt and laid wafte, and their 
country inhabited by ftrangers 5 
that they were forbid ftill to 
come to Jerufalem, and could 
not with any fafety abide in 
Judea, Notwithftanding all 
which, and the prefent mifery 
they laboured under, they made 
no fcruple to curfe in their fy- 
nagogues all that believed in 
Jefus, and, by their impreca- 
tions, to fend them to hell as 
atheifts and apoftates (6). 


($) Cbron . temp . tom. li. fe 9 . 5. Vid. (fBartiloc Bib . Rabb. tom. i. p. 863. 
{ 6 J Diahg. p.^4. 257, 6? Jcp 


joining 
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joining to Vologcfes King of the Parthians , againft the &>- 
wwflj ; and afterwards, with Caffius, his general, who had 
caufed himfelf to be proclaimed Elmperor at the instigation of 
Faujiina , Aurelius's Emprefs a . For, tho’ he forgave CaJJius'i 
friends, as will be feen in the fequel, yet he renewed Adrian's 
fevere edicts againft the Jews, and caufed them to be put in 
execution againft them (T). 

The laft thing worth taking notic6 of under this century, New feat 
is the rife of fome new fetts among th &Jews 9 befides thofe fart up 
which we have taken notice of as predominant in our Sa- among, the 
viour’s time b , and mearftion’d by Hegefyppus as ftill rife in Jews, 
his, particularly the Pharifees, SadJucees 9 EJfenians, and tiau* 

Ionites ; which laft pftferved ftill their feditious fpirit againft 
all foreign government. The new ones, according to him, 
wer£ the Emerobaptijls , famed chiefly for their often waffl- 
ing in a day ; and the MaJbotheans 9 who denied the Divine 
Providence, and attributed all events to chance (V) ; and 

• Vulcatii Cassius, p. 40. b See before, vol. x p. 241, 

& feq, 

* 

(T) This muff be only un- the Jews were every-wbere 
derflood of the nearer provin- very inveterate againft die Chrif- 
ces ; for as for thofe more re- tians ; more gfpecially againft 
mote, efpecially towards the thofe who turn'd from Judaifm 
eaft, the edi£l was not fo fe- to them ; but we have no room 
verely executed ; for there they to multiply inftances of it (9). 
displayed a more inveterate (V) So that they feem rather 
hatred againft the Chriftians ; to be the fpawn of the Pharifees 
particularly at Smyrna, where and Sadducels, tho' not known 
they had a great hand in the to the evangelifts by thefc 
martyrdom of biftiop Polycarp , names. To thefe Juftin Mar- 
and foliated the heathen judge, tyr adds three others, which 
not to deliver his dead body to he calls the Qenifts , Merijh » and 
the Chriftians, left they Ihould Hellenijls . The two former are 
worfhip him ; upon which ac- inconfiderable ; the former, ac- 
count it was ordered to be burnt cording to him, laying a great 
to a(hes, The learned are dj- merit in being defeended from 
vided about the time of this Abraham , the father of the 
ipartyrdom ; fome placing it faithful ; and the Jattcr differ- 
in«n. 147, under Antoninus (7); * ing from the reft in their ca- 
and others with more probabi- non of feripture, out of which 
lity, under Aurelius 9 about an, they excladed fome of the pro- 
166, on the 2 2d of February , phets. laft therefore is 

which was an high fabbath the only one worth the rea? 
with them (8) ; but it is plain der's notice here. 

(7) Pearfon ntd, & Dodwel Differs, ad 0f>. pnfih, Pearfin, e. 15. (S) 2 Vrr— i 
in Epoch, Syo'Maccd, p, 30. (9; l r id,Eufrb, Hifl, EccleJ \ U v. c. t6. 

Pficcfbor, cJf. 

• JJ 3 fome 
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fomc others, which the reader may, fee in the laft note. But 
That c file the rnoft confidcrable of all was that of the Hellenjfts , which 
Helle- began loon after the verfion of the Septuagint , of which an 

nitls. account hath been given in a former part *, and who had 

been fo long difperfed among the Creeks , as to have adopted 
their language, and forgot the Hebrew, We obferved there 
how thele rejoiced at the firft publication of the facred books 
in that language, and from that time made ufe of no other ; 
and on that accountewere defpifed by the reft' of their bre- 
thren, who made ufe of the original (W). This open rup- 
ture is varioufly canvafTed by the learned, fome of whom pre- 
tend, that neither the Septuagint , nor any other yerfion, was 
read in the fynagogues c ; others join tlfe Hellenifts and Jews 
in one and the fame fynagoguc 1 ; a third fort extol that, 
not only above all other verfions, but even abo\e the ori- 
ginal c ; and as fuch, juftly preferved by the Hellenijls, 
lor its cxa&nefs and perfpicuity. However that be, it were 
madnef; to deny that the Greek Jews were not allowed the 
\i fc of if iu their fynagogues (X), as it was then the tongue 
.. mo ft univerfally underftood, and, perhaps, the only one 
which thofc HeUcmJls knew. 

But 

* Ancient Hift. vol. x. p. 239, & feq. c Vid. Salmas, fc 
Audi, ab eo citar. ;J) ORus.Obfer. in N. Teft. p. 238. 

ap. BajtNag. ub. fnp. e Morin. Excrcit. Bibl. p. 238. 

Voss, de LXX Interp. 

[ W) Thcfe npb.raided them formed their fervice in Greek, 
with reading the facrcd ferip- and made ufe of the Septuagint 
tnres alter the Egyptian manner, verfion. Neither doth Jofe- 
or backwards ; that is, from phus , or even Philo , who was a 
the left to the right, which they Hellenift Jew, mention any 
affirnftjd was contrary to the thing of their being then looked 
courfe of the fun, and as ab- upon by the reft as a different 
furd as making that planet rife fett from them, much lefs 
in the weft and let in theeaft : in abafed and persecuted for it 5 
fo much that they gave them the tho’ their high regard for the 
viltft language, and fometimes original Hebrew did really in- 
came to bldtos with them (10). fpire them with a contempt for 
However, it doth not appear thofe who could only read it 
that this hatred had difplayed it- in a foreign hcathenifh lan- 
le‘.f fo foon as our Savour’s guage. 

time ; on the contrary*, we find (X) Even Lightfoot is obliged 
by the book of Alts that the to acknowledge thus much, 
titll mf!' had a good number of he pretends that they were de- 
iyiugogue*, where they per- pofited there merely to confute 

{\o) Fid, Scat, Net, in E upb, 

the 
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But that which caufed it to be afterwards fo much cried Septua- 
tlown by the Jews, was the ufe which JuJlin, and other gint, why 
primitive Chriftians, made of it againft them, in which they cried 
ran into the oppofite extreme, and condemned it as danger- d 0 ™*' 
ous and pernicious, and this produced a fourfold effeff. 

1 ft, It rendered the Hellenifts, who flood up for it, odious 
to the reft, who were from that time look’d upon asfefta- 
► ries and fchifmatics. idly, It gave rife to the new verfions Mew ms 
of Jquila , Theodotion , and Symmachus , formerly mentioned f : made . 
a farther account of which may be fcen in the margin (Y). 

3dly, The Gemar rifts, not being able to abolifh the ufe of 
thtGreek vejjion, confined ittoth c Pentateuch ^ becaufe it had 
fewer of tbofe prophefies which were urged by theChriftians 
againft them. And, 4thly, It put the Hellenifts upon invent- 

* See Ancient Hift. vol. x. p. 243, & feq. Sc (N). 

the objeftions which that hea- make ufe of it, as more exa& 
then raifed againft the JewiJh than the old one. 
religion out of thoic books. Tbeodotion , a heathen con- 

But that is faid without either verted to Chriftianity, under- 
proof or probability ; and AV- took a fecond ; but, being af- 
tnon the fon of Gamaliel, who terwards brought over to 7 "- 
lived in Titus' s time, makes no daifm, rather chofe to copy the 
fcruple to declare that the law Scptuagint thart to attempt anew 
might be wrote and read in one from the Hebrew, and hath 
Greek ; and another rabbi af- 'followed it fo clofc, that Origen 
firms, that he who reads it in made ufe of it to fill up the 
any language he underftands, is chafms which were found in his 
doing his duty. copy of the Septuagint , and the 

(Y) The chief defign of them Ebionites and Nazarites among 
was to deprive the Chriftians the Chriilians preferred it to the 
of thofe advantages which others. 

the Septuagint afforded them,* Symmachus mz&e a. third, which 
and became in great vogue was efteemed more clear and 
among all the difperfed Jews, ufefulthan any other; thatau- 
Jquila s was the firft, and was thor having a greater regard 
ufed by the greateft part of the to the fen fe than to the literal 
Hellenifts \ tho’ th zThalmudifts fignification. But, as thefe three 
failed not to find fomc great were calculated againft the 
faults in it, in order to bring Chriftians, and hatl fuppreffed 
the people back to the origi- lb me pregnant prophecies, par- 
n al Hebrew ; and fome Chnif- ticuiarly that of Jfaiab, A virgir 
tians condemn’d it as done with jhall conceive. Sec . ( 1 1 ), the Srp * 
an ill deitglT; tho’ they, and tuagint, \vhere it is ftill found, 
pv$p St. Jcrom , did afterwards was preferred above them t- 

£il) Jfai , y'ii. 14. f See Ancient lift. vol. x. p. 243, Sf feq • 
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ing feveral miracles to raife the credit of their own (Z), whilft 
the Jews , to render it the more odiqus, trumped up a dou T 
ble iaft, kept up in memory of it ; of which, however, the 
Talmud makes no mention. This feft, therefore, as it is 
called by the latter, took its rife foon after the time of Jujl'm 
Martyr , and not before. And thus much for the firft and 
fecond century. 

■Jews We read nothing worth notice concerning them till the 

faithful to revolt of Pcfccnnius, Niger, who, being proclaimed Emperor in 
Severus Syria , in the beginningof Severus' s reign f, and having tried 

in vain to bring them over to his intereft, proved a bitter 
enemy to them during his fhort-liv’d reign. Their firmnefs 
to the Emperor did not however meet with a fuitable leturn 
from him ; for we are told that he made war againfl then* 
and the Samaritans , at his return rrom the Parthian war s ; 
and that the fenate, confounding what the father had done 
in Syria, and the fon in Judea, order’d him a triumph over 

t See Ancient Hift. Vol.xv. p. *99, Sc feq. * Euse*. 
Chron. fob an. 198. 

( 2 ) Thus wc are told by they have rather chofen to 
Philo , who was one of them, think both divinely infpired, 
(in Vit . Mof.) that the 70 cl- and both in the right; tho* 
ders, who were* employed in there be no vifible way of re- 
this verfion had been confined conciling them (12). 
all the time, each in a fepa- On the other hand, the He - 
rate apartment, and, that when braizing Jews affirm (13), that 
the work was finifhed, and the day on which that verfion 
brought to the king fcated on was made, proved more fatal 
his throne, and examined be- to their nation than that on 
fore him, there was found fuch which Jeroboam fet up the gol- 
exaft conformity 'between each den calves of Dan and Bethel ; 
Other, as well as with the original, tmd that the (ky was covered 
even to a letter, or point, that with darknefs three whole days f 
both he and the afTembly w.ere in memory of which they ap- 
convinced that the Holy Ghoft pointed a fall-day on the 8th of 
mull have infpired them ; and the month Thebct, anfwering to 
feme ancient fathers have been our December, to (hew their ab- 
fo fully perfuaded of it, particu- horrence againft thofe who had 
larly St. Aufiin , Hillary , and prefumed to tranflate the facred 
others, that where it differs, as oracles into a ftrange and un- 
it doth often, from the Hebrew, pure language, 

fit) Oi bit, viit. Clem.' Alexani. ft remat . A i. - Juft. Mart. exhort, ad 
(fent. & Ota!, cent, Ttypb. Irtn . Eptpban. Cbryftft. HemtL iv. Auguft . do 
jpafir, Cbrtfl. /. ii. t. I ?. F% abb. HU. in Pjal. cxxxi . net. z<^ */ # 

(13; Vtd. Stpber. Taanitb in Men ] . 7 be bet & Scalig. A fet. in Cbren. Eujeb, 
jub a«. 133 . bee sift v$L x* f* 240, & ft jub nft , 

the 
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the latter h (A). He likewife kept up the laws againft 
their making profelytes and going to Jerufalem , tho’ he al- 
lowed them the liberty of circumcifing their children during 
the firft years of his reign 1 ; but, at length, he grew more and fa* 
mild towards them, when he was apprifed of their fidelity a mrd by 
to him ; or, which perhaps was a more prevailing motive, him ; 
as he was beyond meafure covetous, when he come to know 
that they had many rich and confiderable perfons among 
them who would be glad to buy his favour and protection 
upon his own terms. Accordingly we find them not only 
protefted by him, but feveral of them raifed to fome high . 
ports ; tho’ .he did not fail making them pay dear for the 
preference he fhewed^o them above the ChrirtianS, whom he 
grievoully perfecuted, by the heavy imports he laid on 
them k . There was one claufe however very much in their 
favour, in that Emperor’s decree, viz. the liberty of refut- 
ing fuch places and offices as were rather burthenfome than 
honourable, tho’ they enjoyed by it all the privileges of Ro- 
man citizens ; and this fo puffed them up with pride and in- 
folence, efpecially againft the perfecuted Chriftians, that Ter* 
tu Hi an, who was then writing his apologetic, loudly com- 
plains of it 1 (B). 

h Spartian in Sever. 1 Vid. Tertul. Apologet. cap. t\, 
k Ulpian. in Sever. 1 Apolog. ad Scapul. 


(A) We are indeed told by 
Ahulpharage , that on the very 
% firft year of Sevtrtu s reign, the 
'jews waged a grievous war 
againft the Samaritans, in which 
great numbers of both were 
ilain (14). But, as no othe^ 
author hath mentioned it, it is 
more likely that he only mif- 
took fome fkirmifhes, which 
Claudius, a captain of Je<u:iJb 
banditti had had with thofe 
Samaritans ; for he was grown 
fo bold as to furprife the em- 
peror, and to falute him at the 
head of his own free booters, 
as if he had been one of the 
tribunes of his army ; and then 
fled away with them fo far that 


he could not be found. And this 
might be, very likely, what 
gave occafion to that triumph, 
feeing they had flood fo firm 
for him againft his competitor. 

(B) He mentions, among 
other things, a Jew going along 
the ftreets of Carthage, and car- 
rying the picture of a man in a 
long robe with afs’s ears, and 
a book in his hand with this 
infeription, the GodoftheCbrif. 
tians ; which we chiefly men- 
tion, becaufe it fhtws that the 
Jews had by that time fpread 
themfelves from Egypt into thofe 
farther parts of Afric, and how 
infolent they were grown un- 
der the favour of that emperor. 


( 14J Abulpberag. Dyntft. p. 79. 
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1 1 ts very probable that they enjoyed the fame privileges 
under his fon Caracalla ; at lead wc do not find any thing 
to the contrary; and as that Emperor, bad as he proved af- 
terwards, had been brought up with one of them, for whom 
he exprefled an uncommon atfe&ion (C), it is reafon- 
able to fuppofe that he dill retained fo much kindnefs 
for them, as to leave them in pofleflion of thofc franchifes 
which his father had granted to them ; and, that they made 
ufe of that quiet interval, in making their colleflion of tra- 
ditions both Jcivifh and ffellenift, which were by this time 
grown very numerous, and the teachers and writers of both 
not a few. Among the latter were the Pfeudtf-Efdras , t he 
author of the additions to the of* Daniel ; tholb of the 

hi (lories of Tobith and Judith , of the book of Enti h y the aiiump- 
tion of Mofes , and fomc others of the fame apocryphal kind, 
concerning whi ch, and the mod probable time of their being 
wrote, the reader may confult the authors mentioned in the 
margin ro . 

In this century flonri/hed the famed R. Jo t hanan % the 
great difciple of Judah Hakkadofb , chief # of the Ah noraijm , or 
commentators on the Miftmah , and compiler of the Jerufa- 
lemThalmud. The time is varioudy conjc&ured by the 
learned; the mod probable fuppofjtion is, that he was born 
about the latte* end of the 2d century, or A. C. 184, or 
185. Some writers pretend that he was chofen chief of the 
academy of Tiberias in the 15 th year of his age M ; which 
rs improbable, and contrary to the praflice of the Jews ; 
becaufe his mader was dill alive, and R. Chanina , whom he 
appointed his fucceflor, is affirmed by the JewiJh chronolo- 
gifts to have enjoyed that dignity about ten years more : fo 
that the fooneft that he can be fuppofed to have mounted 
the chair, is about an. 225, and about the 40th of his age ; 
by which time he had fpace and opportunity fufjicient to 
finifh his dudies under thofe two mailers, in order to 

m Fabric. Apocr, V. Tell. Bartoloc. Doswel. de Cycl. 
Diflert. ix. Prid. Calwet. Basnag. & al. n Vid. Bar. 

toloc. ub. fup. 

• 

(C) This JrwiJb boy, who whipt for forae mifdemeanor, 
had been brought up at court, that young prince, we are told, 
and was Caracalla s j>la y-fel- not only (hed tears over him, 
low," who was then about feven but was fo concerned for him 
years of age, having been or- that he could not fee his father 
tiered by the emperor to be for feveral days (1 5). 


.fit 


( r 5 'parti, in. in Ca r ataK 
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fit himfelf for his great work ; in which he was afllfted by 
two other learned rabbies, viz. R. Samuel , and Rab or 
Rau, who had likewife been difciples of his two matters, 
Judah the Saint, and R. Chanim . This famed piece, com- 
monly known by the name of the Hierofolymitan Thahnud 


together with the occafion 
particulars relating to it, the 
» in the margin (D). 

(D) The word Thalmud , fig- 
' nifies Do firing and is emphati- 
cally given tb this vvor!^ as be- 
ing a compleat fyftem or body 
of it, or of the religion and mo- 
rals of the Jews. They have 
two of that name and import, 
viz. this of Jerufalem , which is 
the fhorteft and more obfcure 
of the two ; as likewife the more 
ancient by near one century ; 
and that of Babylon , of which 
we fhall fpeak in its proper 
place. It is properly a com- 
ment upon the Mijbnab of Ju- 
dah Hakkadojh ; and the occafion 
of its writing was as follows : 

Judah had fcarce finifhed his 
own work, before he had the 
mortification to fee a collection 
of traditions quite different 
from his, publifhed under his 
nofe by one Rabbi Chua , with 
the Chaldee title of Bara Zij - 
ethoth, or Extravagant*, which 
was afterwards inferted in the 
Mijhnahy in order to make that 
piece more compleat. It had, 
indeed, two confideratye de- 
fers, viz. i ft, It only collected 
the various traditions and fen- 
timents of the JewiJh doftors, 
without enquiring which of 
them was moft to be pre- 
ferred ? which confirm the 
conje&ure, that Judah had only 
collected what he found ready 

(16) Recertjio Of. Tbalmud . f. zoo. 
tie. 6 • 


its being written, and other 
reader will find an account of 

R. JO- 

written to his hand. And, 
adly, It was fo concife as to be 
in fome meafure ufelefs, be- 
caufe it reached but to few 
doubtful cafes, in comparifon 
of the many queftions that be- 
gan by this time to be in vogue 
among the Jews. To remedy 
thefe dcfeCts it was that thofe 
three great men wrote this com- 
ment upon it, which being com- 
piled in Judea , and for the Jews 
that lived in thofe parts, as well 
as in the Hebrew then in ufe, 
was ftiled the Gemarrah , or Per- 
fection ; and thus and the Mijk- 
nah together made that which 
is called the Thalmud of Jeru - 
Jalem. 

Neither Jews nor Chriftians 
are agreed *about the time 
of its being finifhed ; fome 
placing it about 150, others 
about 200, and Buxtorf 230 
years after the deftruction of 
Jerufalem {16) ; that is, alxmt 
the 300th year of Chrilh Its 
mentioning the emperor Diocle - 
Jian^ (hews that it mull have been 
compiled in or after the reign of 
that emperor ; but Morinus is 
of opinion, from leveral bar- 
barous terms he has obferved 
in it, which are of Vandalic or 
Gothic extraCt, that it did not 
appear till the 5th century $7). 
Thus much for the Jerufalem 

(17) Exert it. Bibl. /. ii. Exer- 
Thalmud ; 
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R.R.Afe, K. JOCHANAN is faid by the Jeivifo writers to have 
and Ame, lived 95 years, and left two famed difciplcs, viz. R. AJe> 
difeipi's of mentioned in the laft note, and the compiler of the Baby - 
Jochanan, and R, j mCi who boafled to have written 

A.C.279. ^ 400 books; 


Thai mud ; which, being dill 
found not only too fuccintt, on 
account of the fmgl] number 
of cafes and quotations from 
the JewiJh doctors, as well as 
too ohfegre, by reafon of the 
barbarous terms it had bor- 
rowed from other nations, gave 
birth to the Babylonifi one, of 
which we are now going to 
fpeak. 

This laft was compiled by 
Rabbi Afe % a very learned dif- 
ciple of the great Jochanan , but 
who left the academy of 77 
berias, and went to prefid e at 
that of Sora, near Babylon , 
where he continued in that 
dignity about 40 years, during 
which he compiled his Ge - 
nmrraby or comment upon the 
Mijbnab of Judah the faint ; 
and from the place where he 
wrote it, it came to be ftiled 
the Babylonijh Thalmud, or, 
more probably perhaps, becaufe 
it was done for the ufe of the 
Babylonijh, or the Jews on the 
Other fide of the Euphrates . 
Afe did not live to finiih it ; 
but this was done by his Tons ; 
and fome of his difciples gave 
the concluding hand to it ; fo 
that it became a vaft body or 
colle&ion of traditions, con- 
cerning the ccanon laws of the 
Jews* and of all the qneftions 
relating to the JewiJh law, 
wherein the Mijbnah is the 
tex^ and the Gemarrah the 
comment upon it. 


The Jews in general prefer 
this Babylonijh 'ThalmuJ on ac- * 
count of its clearncfs and ful- 
nefs, much above that of Jeru- 
falem ; and tho* it is fluffed with 
ridiculous fabler and ftories, 
yet th^jy will not fuffer any 
one to call it in queftion with- 
out the cenfure of herefy. In- 
fomuch that they even give this 
book the preference to the fa- 
cred ones ; for thefe they com- 
pare to water, the Mijbnah to 
wine, and the Gemarrah to the 
choiceft wine f. They own all 
three to *be equally of divine 
authority ; but the laft to be - 
preferable in point of clear- 
ness, and without the help of 
which the former is but as a 
dead letter. We (hall difpenfe 
with giving a farther account of 
that voluminous work, and on- 
ly obferve that the learned Mai - 
monides hath given us an excel- 
lent abridgement of it, in which 
he hath thrown out all that was 
puerile and ridiculous, and 
•confined himfelf to the collec- 
t on of the moft material cafes 
and decifions that are contained 
in it. This epitome, which he 
ftiles Tad Kbazacbab % or Strong- 
band, is therefore much pre- 
ferable to the 7 kalmud itfelt, as 
being one of the moft coml 
pleat bodies of the JenviJh laws 
that ever was wrote ; not fo 
much on account of the dig- 
nity and importance of tk 
fubjeft, as of the clearnefs 


f §m Ardent Iiip, ml, iii. p. 5. fub net. 
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400 books ; by which is not meant that he either was the 

author, 

the ftyle, and the beautiful or- ly pride and felf-fufficiency, de- 
der in which he hath r|nged ters the learned) go even fo far 
them. As to the Babylonijh as to infmuate, that there is no- 
‘Tbalmud, there is as much (Jiffe- thing grand or fublime in the 
»rence of opinions about the fayings of Chrift or his apoftles 
time in which it was finilhed, but what £hey fetched from 
as about that of Jeru/alem . The that divine fountain ; in fo- 
Jews have greatly antedated it, much that they will even af- 
as they do ii^pd of their own firm, that not only the fineft pa- 
books ; and the Chriftiajiswere rabies and allegories of the 
fo little acquainted with it be- gofpel, but even the Lord’s 
fore St. Jeroms time, that we prayer, are taken from theT ~hal- 
can come at no certainty from mud . U you afk them how they 
either. Morinus hath given it could have rhefe from a book 
the latefl date of any writer, publifhed fo long after their 
and offered feveral very proba- time ? they will anfwer, that 
ble reafons for his opinion, that they were conveyed by tradi- 
it was not finifhed till the year tion from one doctor to ano- 
700 (18). But as it would be, ther, and taught in their fchools 
doubtlei's, out of our province, many years before, tho 1 not 
as well as fwell this note to too committed to writing till then +• 
great a bulk, were we to enter On the other hand, one 
into a farther detail of this meets with a* quite different 
matter, we (hall content our- fort of men, who, running in- 
fclves with referring fuch of to the oppofite extreme, con- 
our readers as are curious about demn the book as deteflable 
that point, tothe authors quoted and dangerous, fit only to be 
in the margin for a farther at:- flung into the flames. But 
count of it (19). thole pafs the more equitable 

No lefs is the difference of judgment, who, without exag- 
opinions concerning the book gerating its authority, can yet 
itfclf. We have feen what ef- « make ufe of it in order to ex- 
teem the Jews have for it ; plain the facred writings,* and 
fome Chriflians come very lit- the ancient rites and religious 
tie fhort of them, who, not ceremonies of the Jews: and. 
content to look upon it as an this is what wc have endea- 
inexhauftible mine of divine voured to do in feveral parts of 
treafures, (from the fearch of this work, as far as we could 
which, nothing but the moil find it of any ferviee ; and, as 
carnal indolence, or too world- we have rcafon to hope, to very 

(18) F.xercit . Bill. ub. fup. cap, 2, & feq. Serra +. de Rabbin. 1 . c. 9. 
BartoUc ! ub. jup . tom. i. p. m 448. 141. 3^9. 'Tngland m D<fcrt. de Ca^attij. p. 1 7 
6^ 3 S* Honnbei.kcont.yud. lib. i. Bafnag. ub. fup. 1 . xii. r. 6. Calmet [ub* 
%foc Prid* Connect, part. ii. lib, viii, (19) l r td, inr. at. Light foot in 

Mattb. xx. Reland Annalctl. Rabbin, ultra ‘Aajrtf. an. 1702. Serinzbam 
Praf, in Cod. j‘ ma Tbalmud. Bexa. in Jlfattb. v. c. 9, & iff. Mir in* 
JPnd. Calmet . £3? a!, fup. citat ■„ t r id. tofd. ibid. 
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author, or even tranfcriber, of fo many volumes ; but only 

that 

good purpofe, and to the fatis- fome of the more fenfible of 
fa&ion of fuch of our readers them pretend that thofe (lories 
who have not fuffered them- are allegorical, and contain 
felves to be carried away into fuch fublime myfteries as none 
either extreme +. However, but their grcatelt faints can be ' 
as we have taken upon us to ob- able or fit to attain, 
ferve, that it is fraught with What can be more childifh, 
many abfurd and puerile no- as well as prophane, than the 
tions we (hall now clofe this Itory of the fly *rabbi, who is 
note with a few inftances of it there reported to have cheated 
to ferve our readers as a fpeci- God and the devil, by praying 
men of the reft. to the latter to carry him up to 

Nothing can be more ab- the gate of- heaven, when, 
furd, and even impious, than having once beheld the glory 
what they tell us of the Deity’s of the place, and happmefs of 
palling his time away before the faints, he might die more 
the creation, in making and an* eafy and quiet ; and having 
nihilating of a number of obtained his requeft, and found 
worlds, by way of effay. till he it luckify opened, gave him- 
had found out the way of mak- felf a fpring, and jumped into 
ing one to his mind, which is it, and fwore by its great God, 
that we live in : his creating that he would never come out of 
of the two metafters of Henoc it ; where by God was obliged 
and Leviathan on the fifth day, to let him (lay there rather than 
the former of whom was lent make him forfwear himfelf. 
to range on the earth, and hath Many of the rabbinic deci- 
thc grafs of a thoufand moun- fions are alfo found there no 
tains to fupply him with food ; lefs ludicrous and abfurd ; as 
and the other confined to the when it introduces two women 
fea till the day of Judgment, difputing in the fynagogues, 
when it is to be killed, to make a about the ufe which a hufband 
feaft for all the cleft : his creat- * may lawfully make of them ; 
ing the male and female Behe - and the rabbles anfwerpofitive- 
moth % and killing and faking ly that he may fafely ufe them 
the latter for the fame ban- as he pleafes j and for this rea- 
quet : Adam having being ere- fon, that as a man that buys 
ated an hermaphrodite, and try- a fiih may eat either the fore 
ing in vain to affuage his lull or hind part, as he likes beft, 
with all thfc other animals, and fo, &c. They are fometimes 
fixing at length upon Eve. contradiftory to each other ; as 
Thcfe, and many more of the when, inftead of endeavouring 
like nature, which a modeft to reconcile or remove the ma- 
Je*w one would thiitk mull be nifelt oppofition, they make 
afhamed of, are yet fwallowed a voice from heaven do it, by 
down by the vulgar ; whilft pronouncing both decifions 

t Pid* ifit* at. W. iii. />. iz & 13. fuk. not . 

right. 
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that he copied fome fentences out of each : for we are 
told, that even the transcribing of a fentence out of Deute- 
ronomy , v. cj. doth entitle one to the title of having wrote 
that book °. Both thofe difeipies received the impolitionof 
hands from their mailer, and both were chiefs of the aca- 
demy of Tiberias , to the great mortuication of one ot their 
fchool-fellows, named Sceman Bar- Abba, who ahnoft broke 
his heart for not being raifed to that dignity. 

0 Bartoloc. tom. iii. p. 673. 

right. Welhftll pafs by fome of den by their dlo&ors ; whereas 
thofe which are chiefly^levelled the two former were fo by the 
againft Chriftians, which not law. Accordingly the king 
only oblige the Jews to obliged them with fome excel- 
curfe them in their prayers, lent wine, confecrated to the 
morning and night, but encou- gods, of which they drank 
rage the greateft inhumani- very freely. The table, which 
ties againft them. It is indeed flood upon a hinge, being 
to be hoped that thofe who are turned about, and covered with 
living under the protection of fwine’s ffelh, they fell to it 
our mild government, will look without further enquiry ; and, 
upon themfclves as lefs bound after a full meal, being affa 
to fuch uncharitable precepts, well heated with wine, they 
and we may fay, in fome mea- were conduttgd to bed, where 
fure, fo contrary to the Mo/aic they found fuch handfome wo- 
law ; but how much the au- men as they were not proof 
thority of the Thalmud is to be agninft ; and it was not till after 
preferred to that, may appear a found fleep that they became 
from the following ftory taken fenfiblc of th^ir gradual viola- 
out of it, and with which we tion of the law, m that tkree- 
Ihall clofe this note. It is as fold manner. As a punifhmen* 
follows : for it they died ail within the 

A certain heathenilh king* year, and of a hidden death, for 
named VirganHkuj % having in- having tranlgrdfed the praccpta 
vited eleven of the moil cele- of their dodors ; thinking tha® 
brated JcwejJh dodors to fup they might more fafely do i% 
with him, and received them , than break the written law. 
with a fuitable magnificence, And accordingly the Mijfaab 
put it to their choice whether pronounces them more guilty 
they would feed upon fome who tranfgrets tliu words of 
i'wine's flelh, or have carnal their wife men, than thofe who 
conversation with pagan wo- traofgrefs the words of the 
men, or to drink wine that had written law (20). And R. Eic«~ 
been loffered to idols ; after xer 9 being questioned by his dif- 
mature deliberation, they chole ciples upon his death bed about 
the laft, as being only forbid- the fureil way to life, anfwened, 

(tc) Tratf. Sinbcdf. x. n. 3. tom Ir, 25% 


Turn 
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Jews in Hitherto the Jews had lived in peace and happinefs, 
danger un- but were like to have fuffered a moft dreadful perfection 
der Helio- in the reign of Heliogabalus . That whimfical prince, it 
gabalus; f eemS| 

caufed himfelf to be circumcifed, and abftained from 
fwirtes flelh, out of devotion to his gods ; and this he had 
probably learned from feme Jews % in whofe neighbourhood 
he had been brought up, and with whom his family, parti- 
cularly his aunt Mammea , was very intimate. All this, . 
however, could not have laved them from his fury, had he 
not been aflalTinated by his foldiers, before he could bring 
his mad projeft about, of making his god Heliogabalus , as 
Lampridius tell <5 us he defigned to haVe e done, the only objeft 
v of men's worlhip all over his Empire ; for the Jews would 
have fuffered the fevereft perfecutions rather than have joined 
in it. But this danger was foon over, and they began again 
to feel the effetts of peace under the empire of his fucceflor. 
In high fa- The mild difpofition of Alexander Severus, joined to the 

•vour *with prejudices he had imbibed in his youth, in favour of that 
Alexan- nation and of their religion (E), made him lhew fo much 
der Seve- favour towards them, that the then wits ufed to give him 
rus - the title of Archifynagogue of Syria. He was no lefs an ad- 
mirer of the Chriftians, and imitated the method of both, of 

Turn away your 4 children from the two Ihalmuds , and of their 
the ftudy of the written law, authority among the Jews. 
and let them liften to the words (E) That prince had received 
of the wife men; that is, to the fuch a ftrong tinfture of Ju- 
Tbalmud. The reafon they give daijm from his mother Mammea , 
is no lefs fingular ; for, fay that tho’ he never forfook the 
they, the prophets'and infpired worlhip of the heathen gods, 
writers were obliged to prove yet he had adopted into their 
their do&rine by miracles ; number Abraham , the father of 
whereas the wife men have the faithful and patriarch of the 
no n$ed of fuch proofs, God Jews , and would have done 
having enjoined his people the fame by jefus Chrift. This, 
( Deut . xvii. v. 10. et feq.) indeed, was allrange medley 
to do according to that which of religion, and feems to have 
they (hall (hew them, and been a kind of refinement on 
to aft acccording to all they Heliogabalus'* wild projedt, only 
lhall injoin them, and for with this difference, that Sense* 
this reafon it is another maxim rus forbore all kind of violence* 
of the Thalmud , that there can and (trove to promote it by mild 
be no peace of conscience for and gentle meant. As to the 
thofe who for fake the c ftudy of title of Syrian Arc hi Synagogue , 
it, for that of the facred writ- it was given him as being a 
ings. And thus much lhall native of that province, , and 
fumce to give our Englijb rea- on account of his lingular Or- 
ders a notion of the nature of vour to the Jews *. 

• See Ancient Wfi , vcl, XV* f. 358, & 

proclaiming, 
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proclaiming the names of thofe officers whom he fet over 
his provinces, as thofe did by their chiefs and bifhops, to 
the end that thofe under them might have it in their power 
to accufe them, when their behaviour deferved it. He was 
no lefs * fond of the negative maxim common to Chrif- 
tians and Jews, which he often repeated, of not doing that 
. to others which we would not have done to ourfelves : but 
he leans to have been ignorant of that pofitive and more 
excellent one, peculiar toChrift and his difciples, Whatfoever 
ye would that men Jhould do unto you, do ye alfo unto them , 
or elfe it is *not to be doubted but he would have given 
it the preference. • 

His fucceflbrs fuffered th tjews to live in peace and full liber- Peaceable 
ty, particularly Philip , who, being born in Arabia, had been under hit 
converfant with, and was a great favourer of them, as wz\\f ucce ]f ors * 
as of the Chriftians, and, in whofe time the famed St. Cyprian 
wrote his treatife of Teftimonies, in which he mentions a vaft 
number of prophecies which were fulfilled in JeJ'us Chrift . 

Among the Jews flourilhed the famed R. Scefciah, who, Learned 
tho’ blind, became famed for his learning, and held feveral rabbi es in 
difputes againft the Chriftians, and particularly oppofed their tbis cen ~ 
praying towards the Eaft. They attribute two works to 
him ; one a cabaliftical expofition of the Sephiroth , the ma- 
nufeript of which was kept in the library of Heidelberg ; 
and the other a Tar gum, or paraphrafe on the facred 
books P. As Decius raifed a persecution againft the Chrif- 
tians, out of fpleen to Philip who had protefted them, fome 
have thought that the Jews bore a fharc In it ; but, as 
the difference between the Chriftians and the Jews was bet- 
ter known by this time than it had been formerly, it is 
more likely thefe efcaped it. That which raged afterwards 
in Valerian's reign againft the Chriftians, hath been thought 
by fome to have been in a great meafure owing to the 
' Jews ; and Dionyjius of Alexandria tells us, that that prince 
was ftirred up to it by the archifynagogue of Egypt . But it 
is probable that our author hath given that title to the chief 
of the magicians, out of hatred to the Jews ; fpr it was 
really an Egyptian magician that induced him to it, and it 
doth not appear that the Jews had any hand in it. 

We have how gone^ thro* the hiftory of the weftern Jews Eafiern 
during ‘the three firft centuries, it is now time to pafs over Jews, 
the Euphrates , and give fome account of the eaftern ones ; their Jlate . 
of their princes or chiefs ; of their captivity ; their aca- 

p Saghi Nahor ap. Bartoloc. Bibl. Rabb. 

Mod. Hist- Vo l. XIII. 
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demies, and moft celebrated doftors in them; and fuch 
other tranfa&ions relating to them as we think worth our 
reader’s notice. And this place is fo much the more proper 
to begin their hiftory in, becaufe it is in the third cen* 
Chiefs of tury, and not before, that thefe chiefs and doftors began 
the capti - to make a figure, and to found their moft celebrated aca- 
*vity. demies ; we therefore think, for the reafons hinted in the 
margin (F), that jhis new dignity did not introduce itfelf 

in 

(F) We have already (hewn under that Ptolemy* who caufed 
fhewn how fond the Jevcijh the features to be tranflated 
writers are of giving the pre- into Greek, who died 170 of the 
ference to thefe Babylonijh chiefs, fame sera. 6. His fon Hafa- 
above the patriarchs of Tiberias, dia , an. 1 75, when Nicanor was 
on account of their being of defeated by the Jews, y.lfaiah 
the royal blood of David \ and his fon. 8. Abdtah his fon, 
the perfofts to whom the title to who died in Herod's reign ; and 
the JewiJh feepter belonged. In Sbamaja his fon, who makes up 
confequence of which, their Ief- the 1 oth generation of the royal 
fer chronicle, or Seder Holam line fmdfe David. From this 
7 ,eathu , hath given us a lift, or they give us a regular feries of 
feries of them from king Jcco- 3 1 more, beginning at Shecha - 
niab,xvho was carried away cap- niah his fon, who died an* 160, 
tive into Babyfonby Nthuchad- after the definition of Temple, 
nezzar +, and was afterwards or 236of Chrift,downto Azari- 
releafed out of his prifon by ab 9 the brother of Jacob Pbineas, 
Evil Merodaeh his fon, in the the 41ft and laft of thofe chiefs, 
firft year of his reign, and fet who made up accordingly to 
above the reft 0/ the captive that duonologift, the 89th ge- 
kings (21). To him that chro- Deration. We fhall not trouble 
nicle gives nine fucceflors, viz. our readers with a lift of them, 
1. Salathiel bis Yon, under Bel which is palpably faulty in 
Shazar. 2. Zorohabel his Jfon, ' many refpe&s, and hath little 
who* brought back that capti- elfe, except their bare names, 
vity under Cyrus *. 3. Me- and here and there fome fyn- 

Jhullam his fon, under whom chronifm ; of which we (hall 
prophecy ceafed. and who died give an account in the fequel; 
in theiixaeofAlexandertbeGreat, and now and then one of thofe 
4 Hananiaby under the reign new chiefs who chofe to be bu- . 
of Salmon, Wafean, and Map a- ried in Judfa. 
ris, kings of the Greeks (fo But were this lift ever fo au- . 
they call Ptolemy , the fon of thentic, with relation to the re- 
Lagus, Seleueus , and Gajfander). gular fucccifton of thofe fami- 
He died, according* to them, lies, yet, with refpeft to their 
an . 140 of the sera of the Se~ power, dignity, or figure, the 
leucidee . 5. His fon Buracbiab, Jews don’t pretend to it, know- 

t See Arte. Hrfi. 1 ;#/. iv. p . 1 185, feq. (21) fc King, r, ult, v. 27, fif jff* 

* See dnc. Hift. vtl . x. p. 178, & Jeq* (C;. 
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in Babylon till the time of Huna , the fon of Nathan , there 

mentioned. 


ing well enough that many of 
thofe to whom they gave the 
pompons tides of NaJJi, Prince , 
Rojh, Chief, and others of the 
•like nature, lived in the 
utmoft indigence ; efpecially 
during their flavifli fubje&ion 
to the Parthian Si Romans , &c. 
and bore thofe ^titles more on 
account of their merit, cither 
for learning and fan&ity, than 
on that of their figure or au- 
thority. 

But what farther confirms 
that this dignity did not begin 
till the epoch which we men- 
tioned, is, that Jofephus , who 
wrote under the emperor Tra- 
jan, hath never once fpoken of 
it ; and that Jujtin Martyr , 
who is Hill later, obje&s againft 
his antagonift Trypbo , that his 
nation had neither king nor 
chief. Is it probable the latter 
would have let him triumph 
over him thus if the cafe had 
been other wife ? and would 
he not have retorted to him this 
fucceflion of chiefs, if he had 
known of any fuch being ftill 
preferved ? We may add, that 
thofe chiefs above-mentioned 
are only known by their names, 
except R . Nathan , who is there 
faid to have come from Baby- 
lon into Judea in the patriarch- 
ate of Simon , the father of Ju- 
dah the faint, and became cele- 
brated there, not only on ac- 
count of bis being chofen Ab- 
Beth-Din, at Tiberias (22), but 
likewife for fame works he pub - 
lifhed there. But is it probable 
that he would have exchanged 
his dignity of chief, or prince 


of the captivity at Babylon , if he 
had been in pofleflion of any 
fuch, for that of fecond in the 
JewiJh Sanhedrin ; and at a 
time when Palejline waif ruin’d 
by the wars* that had raged in 
it, and by the avarice of Do- 
mitian ? Had his dignity and 
authority been fo high at Ba- 
bylon , is it likely he would have 
come-fo far to be chofen to one 
fo inferior to it at Tiberias* 
But, by what appears, his fa- 
ther was chiefly diftinguiftied 
in the former, for the im- 
menfe, riches and credit, which* 
he had acquired at the court 
of the Parthian kings ; on which 
account the Jews, according 
to their conftant cuftom, had 
given him fome pompous title. 
Nathan , therefore, feems ra- 
ther to have come to Tiberias 
in fearch of learning, and fome 
honourable employment, which 
he had not before, to add new 
merit to his wealth ; and, hav- 
ing flayed there 1 a confiderable 
time, upon his return to Baby- 
lon, he refolved to fet up fome 
dignity there alfo, anfwerable to 
tBe patiiarclviteofyW^. Wh^c 
confirms it is, that he lived very 
long, feeing he is numbered 
among the Thalmudifts , or com- 
mentators on the Mijknah', which 
ihews that he cannot be well 
fuppofed to have come, to Ti- 
berias till after the conclufion of 
the war, lately mentioned under 
the emperor Adrian , or about 
the reign ot* Antoninus Pius . 
However, after his return home, 
the wars between the Romans 
and the Parthians , under the 


(2ft) De bee* vtd, Ant, Hip, vet, x. p, 245, & fif, (T). Vid, Bafnog . ub. 
Jap* /. viii. c. 3. 

* N 1 emperors 
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mentioned, who was cotemporary with Judah the faint, and 
flouriftied about the year 220, or, at theearlieft, under his 
father, about the beginning of the third century ; and then 
their authority could be but fmall, confidering the flavery 
under which the Jews groaned from the Parthians , Ro- 
mans, and other tyrants, whatever titles they might beftow 
on them to raife the credit of their nation. 

When firft We need not .repeat what hath been faid in other parts 
begun. of this hiftory concerning thefe wars, and the triumph of 
* Sevcrus over Artaxcrxes , the famed reftorer of the Pcrfian 
monarchy f. This laft died about an . 244, *and was fuc- 
cceded by his foil Sapor , from whefcn that ndw fucceflion 
Favoured took their name *. Both of them became great favourers 
by tke of the Jews , and (hewed an extraordinary efleem for their 
Perfians. ra bbies ; and it is under them that we find the celebrated 
Samuel Jar chi, or the Lunatic (G), not only honoured with 
the title of Najfi or Prince, but Ukewife with the names of 
thofe two monarchs, being firlt firnamed Ariochus, or Ar- 
taxerxes , and, after his death, Sapor, the name of his fon, 
to (hew the high degree ot authority they had gained at 
Learned that new court. This great man, as wc formerly hinted, 
men there. came from Judea hither; and, among his other dignities, had 
that of Coufcfellor of Huna, the chief of the Captivity p. 
He is faid to have died an . 250, and to have been fucceeded 
by R . Ada, who pci fetted the reformation which he had 
left defettive. The other dottors that flouriftied in this 


+ See Anc. Hid. vol. xi. p. 363, & feq » Ibid, p 403, & feq. 
vol. xv. p. 70, & feq. ** Gantz Tzsmach, p. 113. Bar- 
toloc. ub. fup. tom. iv. p. 388. Vid. Basnag. ub. fup. 


emperors M. Aurelius and Se*ve- 
rus , having reduced that coun- 
try to the grcatell extremity, 
towards the clofe of the fecond 
century, it is not likely that 
this new dignity could be in- 
troduced^ here till matters had 
taken a more favourable turn, 
that is, under llunah his fon, 
who is therefore fuppofed the 
Aril chief of the captivity (23). 

(G}' So called from his great 
(kill in ailronomy ; fome tables 


of which he is faid to have cal- 
culated, which are dill pre- 
ferved in the Vatican libra- 
ry ( + ). He was moreover 
well verfed in the JenviJh laws, 
and was prefident of the famed 
academy of Nakardea, where 
he became famous for his aftro- 
nomical and other lectures ; 
and particularly, as we have 
lately .hinted, for the .improve- 
ments he made of Hillel'% re- 
formation of the calender. 


(23) Vid. Bart dec, Bafnag. (\ ) Id, ibid* lib* viii.tf. 3. 
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century, and raifed the fame of that univerfity under Huna, 
the reader may fee in the margin (H). 

But their felicity foon proved the prelude of a violent 
perfecution under Sapor , the fecond Pcrjian monarch of this 
race. That prince, who loved to converfe and often difpute 
with them, having one day queftioned them about their 
cuftom of burying the dead, and infilled upon their produc- 
ing fome exprefs and dccifive text in their law for it, re- 
ceived fuch an illufory anfwer, that, frdm a favourer, he 


(H) Rabbi fehudah, the fon 
of Elic%er, railed hitnfelf by his 
great learning ; infomifch that 
we find feveral of his decifions 
in the Babyloni/b Thalmud ; tho’, 
in moll of them, he betrays his 
averfion to the heathen and 
llrangers. Some have mit'- 
placed him in the univerfity 
of Pundebita , which was as yet 
unfounded. He had a fuccef 
for named Nachman , who filled 
the chair with no lcfs reputa- 
tion ; and, in general, the pro- 
fefiors of Nahardea are fa id to 
have excelled thofe of Sora , 
its rival ; only thefe latter were 
more in favour with the prince 
of the captivity. 

Among thefe we may, how- 
ever, put in the firft rank the 
famed R. Abba Aricka , who 
was emphatically fliled 3*7 
Rab, or Rau, or the Great, and • 
is chiefly known and quoted 
by that title. Both he and Sa- 
muel Jar chi had fpent fome 
time in Judea , and lludied un- 
der Judah the faint ; but, af- 
ter the death of their mailer, 
they both returned and fettled, 
the former at Sora , and the lat- 
ter at Nahardea * Rab was fo 
well beloved by one of the 
Babylonijh princes, namfid Adar- 
chan , that he ufed to affift at 
his le&ures, and at length 
caufed himfelf to be circum- 
cifed about A . C. 243. He 
wrote, they fay, a comment on 


the book of Ruth , and f6me 
other pieces, and was of opi- 
nion that the Romans would be 
mailers of the whole world nine 
months before the coming of 
the Meifiah. 

He was fucceeded in the 
chair of Sora by Huna , a rela- 
tion of the prince of that name, 
and was fo proud of his affi- 
nity to him, that he is the firft: 
who took upon him the title 
of Prince of the Academy y or 

nan w van jejhubab. 

He had i6o volumes of the law; 


one of which was 


found *7103 


paJJ'ul, or illegal , merely becaufe 
it was as broad as long ; which 
we chiefly mention to give our 
readers a tafte of the doctors, 
and learning of thofe times. 

We lhall only add one more 
learned, *viz. R. Cohanah , of 
the prieftly order, as his game 
imports, and of the family of 
Eli , the high-priell ; tho* that 
is by fome called in quellion. 
He had likewife lludied atTibe- 
rias under R. Jochanan and the 
patriarch Samuel ; tfind indeed 
It was then a common cullom 
fb to do ; infomuch that a man 
was not clleemed learned, un- 
lefs he h?d lludied fome time 
in that academy. All this is 
a proof that the Jews not only 
lived peaceably/ but were in 
high favour with the then Per - 
Jtan monarch. 

N 3 
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became a furious perfecutor of them (I). But how far the 
evidence on which this fafl is founded is to be relied on, the 
reader may judge from what we have faid in the laft note. 
However, it is plain from the famed infeription ingraved on 
Gordian's tomb, which Capitolinus tells us was written in the 
Perfic and Hebrew characters, that it might be read by all 
the world q , that there were ftill great numbers of the 
Jews in Perjia , and confiderable enough to be thought wor- 
thy of reading that Emperor’s praifes in their own language. 
Sapor is faid to have reigned from A.C. 241 to 272 : and 
Ab A. C. how unfuccefsful he was in his wars, not only againft the 
260, ad Rowans, but cfpecially againft the»great ohnatus , and 
an kj s ce i c hrated queen Zenobia , hath been feen in a former 

part r ; and it was under that glorious princefs that the Jews 

q In Gordian, p. 165, & feq. r See Anc. Hill, vol, xi. p. 71, 
Sc f.q. Vol. xr. p. 441, Sc feq. 

(I) They tell us that one of came fo unfortunate in ail their 
the do&ors not being able to wars, efpecially with the Arabs, 
produce a command for it, an- who fubdued and led them away 
other morefubtileihan he plead- captive, that they acknowledg- 
ed cuftom and example ; to cd at length that their cruelty 
which Sapor retorted that of to the Jews brought all thefe 
Mojes, who was mot buried: to evils upon them as a juft pu- 
this they replied, that the If- nilhment; on which account 
radites mourned for him (24), they granted them full liberty 
which did not fatisfy him. But, of confcience, whilll the Ara - 
if we may believe a certain bian princes, who looked upon 
chronicle, faid to have been that perfecution as cruel and 
tranfmitted from Perjia into unjuil, had courted great num- 
Spain (25), he was forced to bers of them into their domi- 
this violence by his fubjedts, nions, where they were pro- 
who ,could not brook the ef- 1 tefted and carefled. 
teem he (hewed to the Jews , The chronicle above-named, 

and were ready to mutiny which alone mentions all thefe 
againft him. So that he was particulars, is much called in 
obliged to imprifon three of queftion by the learned ; tho’, 
their principals, whom he tried if by the Arabians there men- 
in vain, by dint of fcourging, tioned, we underftand their 
to force info an abjuration of neighbours the Palmyrenians 
their religion. Provoked at ana the Saracens , under the 
their conftancy, he can fed all famed Odenatus , it is plain that 
the princes of that nation tQ be they reduced the Perfians to 
imprifoned, and fo nil treated great extremities, at the fame 
and macerated, that they had time that they highly favoured 
nothing left but Ikin and bones, the Jews . * 

From that time the Perjians be- 

(14) Dtutf ft a//, v. ?• (>5) Bx Gemar . Sanbtdr. Salem. Ben . wrg, 

. , 
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made the moft confiderable figure all the time of her reign, 
and in every part of her dominions, which, as we there ob- 
ferved, were of very great extent. 

She had been brought up in their religion, and was ^ 
zealous profeflor of it. Both fhe and her hufband were be- 
come fo fuccefsful and powerful over thofe eaftern trafts, 
they carried all before them ; fo that there is no room to 
doubt of the Jews making the moft of the favour and pro- 
tettion of two fuch powerful friends. She, in particular, 
is recorded to have built them a great number of ftately fy- 
nagogues, and to have raifed them to the higheft digni- 
ties. Her fed fate, however, foon put an end to all her 
glory and their happiftefs, unlefs we will fuppofe, that her 
fon Vaballat , who fuccceded her in fome part of her old' 
dominions, was of the fame religion with her, and fhe wed' 
the fame favour and encouragement to them ; tho’ even in 
this cafe, which is not altogether certain, all he could do 
for them muft come vaftly fhort of what his mother had 
done. After the fall of that great heroine, the Jews re- 
tired from her conquered dominions into fevcral cities of 
Perjta , where they* were likely to live more quietly, and 
where there ftill flourished feveral of their learned men, 
fome of them chiefly famed for the moft puerile aftions ; 
fuch as that of the celebrated Chija, who flung himfelf into a 
fmoaking oven or furnace to fubdue his luft, after he had 
tried in vain variety of other means. The noble academy 
of Nahardea having undergone the fame fate with that 
city, that of Sora became the moft populous and famed for 
its great men (K). 

It was during the time of profperity and glory abovemen- 
tioned, that we find the Jewtfh doftors began to take variety 
of pompous titles ; fuch as thofe of Abba Father, Baal Lord, 
Rom High, Rab Matter, Mor Teacher, Rojb Chief or Head, 
and the like. Among them was a famed doftor named Je- 
remiah y who ftiled himfelf the Mqfter of Qitejlions ; and, to 

(K) Among them was the which he enjoyed til an. 300; 
learned R . Zira % fir named Ka - when, having conceived a de- 
tana (both which fignify little ), fire of being interred in Judea , 
who had gone to ftudy at that he chofe to go thither in his 
of Tiberias, but had been in- life-titne, rather than have his 
vited .to Sora by Hyna, the body tranfported thither after 
then chief of the captivity, who his death* (26). 
raifed nim to the profeflorihip, 

(26) Gentx. ub. ftp. Sen. *virg<e t (& ml. ub.fup, 
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mdrtify the Babylonijb doftors, made his wife hold frequent 
difputes againft them 9 . They flouriftied about the year 290 ; 
but the moft famed among them was Manes , a perfon of 
great learning, but who could by no means be reconciled 
to the religion, or even God, of the Jews ; nor to what the 
facred hiftorians record, of his ordering that nation to de- 
ftroy and exterminate fnch great number of kingdoms and 
people, and preferred that of the Chriftians, who commended 
nothing fo much js univerfal love and benignity. He is 
(aid to have held frequent conferences with the JewiJh doc- 
tors of Pcrjia , in order to infpire them, as he pretended,, 
with more worthy ideas of the Godhead. Our modern 
rabbies do not acknowlege any fuch ^conferences between 
their anceftors and him, whom they have noted in their 
calendar . as the head of that new fe<ft, which ftill bears his 
name, and which they abfurdly place towards the clofe of 
Conftantine ' s reign, tho’ he lived about the end of this third 
century. The perfecution which was raifed againft the 
Chriftians about the fame time, under Dioclefian , did not 
much affedf the JewiJh nation cither in the eaft or weft ; at 
leaft, neither JewiJh or any other authors mention any thing 
of it : only the former pretend, that he defigned to have 
made them feel the fevereft marks of his refentment for 
fome fcandajouj reflexions which the difciples of Judah the 
faint had caft on him; but that they found means to ap- 
peafe him and prevent it (L). But it is now time to pafs 
on to the 4th century, and fee how they fared under the 
Chriftian emperors. 

Jews fn We have had occafion already to mention fome fevere laws 
the jfb which Conjtantine was forced to enadf , to fupprefs the info- 

centufj , j encc 0 f Jews againft the Chriftians ; and to forbid them 

making of profelytes. and abufing thofe who embraced Chrifti- 
anity* But fome hiftorians have gone farther, and made that 
piince a very fevere perfecutor of them; infomuch that one of 
the Greek fathers tells us, that, being fliocked at their aflem- 

# Bartouoc. ub. fup. tom. iii. 

(L) They«upbraided him, it been made to that prince, that 
feems,with having been a fwine- he fhoujd afeend the throne 
herd, but appealed his refent- when he had killed Aper (the 
ment with telling him, that boar) ; meaning Aper the Pre» 
tho’ they defpifed the fwine- fe&us Pratoriiy whofe death 
herd, they revet enced the em- opened to him the way to the 
peror. This ftory feems founded empire, as hath been fhewn in 
pfi the prediction which had that part oftheRoman hiftory (f), 

(t) See Ant, Hiji, vd, *v. p, 484 

bliog 
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bling themfelves in order to rebuild the city of Jerufalem, 
he condemned them to have their ears cut off, and to be dif- 
pcrfed like vile flaves through all the parts of the empire whether 
And another writer adds, that he obliged them to be bap- ferjecutcd 
tized, and to eat fwine’s flefti on Eafter-day \ All this how- h Cl- 
ever is wholly rejefted by the generality of the moderns, and ^ ant ^ ne - 
not without good reafons; which the reader may fee in the 
margin (M). * His defign, was neither to perfecute them, nor 
to force them to turn Chriftians, but to prevent that liberty 
which was granted to them from being abufed, to the detri- 
ment or difgrace of Chriflianity. In confequence of which, 
he enabled law fix months before his death, declaring all 
thofe flaves *free whicft had by any means been circumcifed by 
their Jewifh mailers (N). He farther ordered, that they i arws am 
Ihould be obliged to ferve all public offices like all the other gainjl 
fubjetts of the empire ; which was but right they Ihould uhem. 
but yet exempted their patriarchs, priells, and others, that 
officiated at their fynagogues, fchools, <&c. from them, that 

* Chrysost. Or^t. in Jud. iii. ° Eutych. An. tom i. 

p. 466. 

(M) The Jews themfelves all the Tbeodofiast code, there is not 
own, that it was Adrian , and a word about % their being con- 
not Conjlantine , who ordered demned to have their ears cut 
their ears to be cut off ; and off, to eat fwine’s flefti, &e. 
this is alfo confirmed by the Though fome of them accufe 
Arabic hiftorian (27). Befides, the Jews of Honing and burn- 
we have elfewhere feen, that ing thofe of tneir nation, whom 
Jerufalem was already rebuilt in they found inclined to embrace 
Conjlantine' s time; infomuch, Chritlianity, and of having 
that the biftiop of it had aflifted forced their Chriftian and hea- 
at the Nicene councils ; and Con then flaves to be circumcifed, 

Ji an tine had adorned that city which was the reafon of His re- 
with fuch magnificent edifices, fentment againft them, 
that Eufebius compliments him (N) Eufebius , who could not 
on it as the builder of the New but be well acquainted with that 
Jerufalem foretold by the pro- law, fays, it extended even to 
phets (28). How then could a prohibition of their having 
the Jews aftemble themfelves in any Chriftian flaves, and gives 
a riotous manner to rebuild that this reafon for it, that it was 
city, which was already done unjuft that thofe, who were re- 
in fo (lately a manner ? We may deemed by the blood of Chrift, 
add further, that, afnong all ihould in fubjettion to his 
the edidls of that prince againft murderers (29). 
the Jewsy as are preferved in 

(27) Abulplel, dynafl , v!\ p. 77. (28) In vit. Cof. lb, iii. • 33. (29) Ibid, 

fib. iv. c. 27, 

they 
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they might not be thereby diverted from thofe neceflary 
Decree of employments w . But the council of Elvira in Spain, -which 
the Elvi- ; s commonly placed under this reign, made two decrees which 
ran coun- were more f evere agaidft them ; by the firft of which, they 
a ‘ were excluded from eating with Chriftians, as they had com- 
monly done till then ; and, though the penalty fell only on 
the Chriftians, who were excommunicated by it for eating 
with a Jew , yet it put the latter to very great inconveniences, 
and made them liabje to infults and contempt. By the other, 
all poflelTors of lands were forbidden, under the fame penalty, 
to fuffer the fruits of the earth to be blefled by Jews , becaufe 
their bleffing rendered that of the Chriftians abortive. This 
cuftom of bleffing the fruits of the erfrth at certain feafons 
was common to Pagans and Jews , as well as Chriftians ; but 
who would have imagined, that the latter lhould have mado 
ufe of either of the former, if this decree had not informed 
us of it. However, both this and the other decree plainly 
ftiew, that the Jews had Jived very peaceably in Spain, and 
in good harmony with the Chriftians, till then, whatever they 
may have done Ji nee. 

They enjoyed no lefs a benign funfhinc in the eaft ; and 
their academies went on in a flonrifhing manner, if we except 
the perfection which was raifed againft one of their greateft 
famous doftors, the farped Ravena or Rabba Nachmanides, chief of 
rabbies of the academy of Sara, and a perfon in fuch eftcem, that he 
the eafl. had no lefs than twelve thoufand difciples under him x (O). 

( w ) Cod. Theooos. lib. xvi. tom. viii. cap. ii. * Gantz 
Tzemach, et al. ub. i'up. Lib. Cabal, p. 61. b. 


(O) There were two famed 
rabbies of that name ; the one 
diftinguifhed by the title of Ha - 
kadmon, or the Elder, who flou- 
rilhed* about, A . C. 322, and 
the Acbaron, or Younger, who 
lived about, an . 471. We arc 
dow fpeaking of the elder, who 
was a man of fuch profound 
learning, and fo dexterous at 
removing the greateft difficul- 
ties, that they gave him the ti- 
tle of Ipty, Haber Ha- 

rim, the remover of mountains, 
llis chief work is the Benjbitb 
Rabbab , which is a learned com- 


ment on Genefis , giving an ac- 
count of the creation, and a 
defeription of the Holy Land, to- 
gether with the literal and myf- 
tical fenfe of that facred book 
( 30), and hath been often quoted 
in this work, efpecially in the" 
Je'wijh hiftory. There is an- 
other treatife of the fame name, 
which mail not therefore be con- 
founded with it, and which is a 
comment on the Mijbna , writ- 
ten by R. Hofbianghia, a difei- 
ple of Judah Hakkodfjb, but lefs 
efteemed than the former. 


f 30J Vid. Bartohc . ub. fup . fVoff BibU Habr. fub Rah. Ben . Nachman. Gf 
Robot b, mid. & Lib . Cabbai. €l. b. 


Tbis 
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This perfon, after having taught a confiderable time at that 
city, was at length accused of feme very high crime to the 
king of Perjia ; for which he thought fit, to avoid farther 
profecution, to abfcond ; and either died in his retreat, as 
feme affirm, or was banifhed by that monarch, according to 
others, and died in exile (P). What this crime was .we arc 
not told ; but it was not attended with any ill confequence to- 
wards the nation, nor even, to his family, finee we find him 
fucceeded in the fame academy by his owd nephew of the fame 
name, whom he had adopted into it ( Q^). This laft had 
made fuch progrefs under him, that he was chofen chief of 
the academy of Pu^debita, fo early as an. 324 ; and had 
continued in it till an. 329, when he married, and had a fon 
known by the name of Rab-bibi. The univerfity of Sora had 
another famed profeffor, namely, Jofeph, furnamed the Blind, Jofeph 
for fo he was; yet he had fo great a (hare of inward light, that the Blind 
he was ftyled, Saghi Nahar, or Great Light. They gave his works. 
him likewife that of Sinai , becaufe he was a perfeft mailer 
of all the- traditions given to Mofes on that holy mountain. 

He is commonly fuppofed to be the author of the Chaldee pa- 
raphrafes upou fome of the Hagiographa , fuch as the Pfalms, 

Proverbs, Ecclefiaftes, Ruth , and EJlber, which are held 
in great efteem among the Jews and Chrillians ; at le^ft one 
would think fo by the number of editions 'frhich that book 
has had, though too much fraught with fables and fub tie- 
ties. 

The laft thing worth mentioning, relating to the Jews, Jews raife 
under the reign of Conjlantine (R), is the blctody perfecution a perfect 

they tion a- 

(P) Some tell us, that Sapor emprefs dowager had a different 
had actually condemned him to effett on the Perftan king, who 
death, but that his mother got contented himfelf with b&nifh- 
him reprieved, by fending him ing him for life, 
the fame mefTage which Pilate's ( QJ And therefore tell us, 
wife had formerly done to that that he gave him the name of 
judge ; viz. Have nothing to do Mji ; Firit, Becaufe he 

with that righteous man , for had taken him as an orphan out 
1 have fuffered many things in a of charity into hif houle. And, 
dream by reafin of him ( 31 ). 2<ily, Becaufe he fhould not be 
Whether the Thalmudifis have confounded hereafter with him, 
ftolen this ftory from the gofpel, that is, the difciple with his 
or have invented it out of their mailer. * 
own heads, we will not deter- (R) It may not be perhaps 
mine (32). But if there be any altogether impertinent to this 
truth in it, the mefTage of the hiflory of the Jews under this 

(ji) Matt, xxvii. t<j. (32) Vid. Lgbtfwt, Uor, tbalmud. in Matt, xxvii. 

reign. 
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gahjl the they raifed in Perjta, where their intereft was very great at 
Chriftians that court againft the eaftern Chriftians, to be revenged, as 
«r Periia. was pretended, for thofe which they had fullered in the Ro- 
man empire. . CJiriftianity had patted from Armenia into Per - 
jia, and other parts of the eaft, where a great number of 
churches and bifhopricks had been ere&ed without any mo- 
leftation. But when the Jews found, that UJlazades , one 
of Sapor' s chief eunuchs, was going to be converted to it, 
they loft all patience ; and, by the help of the Magi, per- 
jfuaded that prince to perfecute them with the utmoft feverity. 
Simeon , the worthy bifliop of Cteziphon, whom they had ac- 
cufed of holding a treafonable correfpondence with Conjlan - 
tine, was one or their hr ft: martyrs, and UJlazades another. 
The perfection was long and bloody ; all the churches 
were demolUhed, and the traces of Chriftianity almoft obli- 
terated. 

Circa A. They went not long unpunilhed for it ; and Confirms . who 
C. 341. fucceeded Conjlantine, obferving to what height of intolence 
they were grown in divers parts of the empire, efpecially in 
Egypt, where they committed the vileft infults againft the 
Chriftians (S), found himfelf obliged to ufe them with greater 

feverity 

reign, to men tion # the difeovery tcnces of the latter; for who 
of the holy crofs, which is, by can imagine, that fuch a man 
one of the oldeft writers on that as he fhould have omitted it, if 
fubjeft, attributed to a Jew the difeovery had been really 
named Judas , who became foon made by that emprefs, and been 
after a convert to Chriftianity, confirmed by fo many miracles, 
and took the name of Cyriacus at a place fo near his bifhopric, 
(33). The generality of writers and ufual refidence. But the 
of the church of Rome give the wonder will ceafe if it was made 
honour of it to the emprefs He - by an obfeure Jew, and with- 
lena, fhe mother of Conjlantine , out any miracle or extraordi- 
on the authority of Sulpitius Se- nary thing attending it. 

«t terns, who hath added a great (S) They not only plundered 
number of miracles to this tranf- their churches, burnt their fa- 
aftion (34) ; and a letter of Cy- cred books, and other church 
rilj bilhop of JeruJalem, the au- utenfils, but defiled their fonts, 
thenticity of which is juftly call - or baptifteries, in fuch a filthy 
ed in queftion. It is out of our manner, as St. Athanajius was 
province to enter into that con- afhamed to mention (35) s they 
troverfy (*) ; we fhall only ob- carried their infolence fo far, 
ferv e, that Eujtbi us 's filepcc on fo as to forefe young virgins to ab- 
remarkable a difeovery feems jure Chriftianity, after having 
quite to difcountenance the pre- ftripped and abufed them( 36) ; in 

(M)Greg' Turon. lib. i. e. 36. (34; Lib. ii. c. 48. {*) See Ant. Hi#, vtl. 

Xv./>. 589. ( 35 J Epifl. ad crtbfdox. ( 36) Idem ibid , vide Gf Sozom, lib % ii. c. 9, 
gf alib, 

•all 
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feverity than his father. But what incenfed him moft againft Commit 
them was the treachery of the Jews of Diocafarea in Pale- great out- 
Jline (T), who took the advantage of Magnentius’s revolt in ra Z €S 
Hungary , and of that prince’s abfence whilft he was gone to Alexan- 
quell that rebel, to raife an infurreftion in Judea, whilft the dna ’ 
Perjians were attacking the empire on their fide, and were 
laying fiege to Nijibis. He was therefore obliged to fend 
Callus againft them, whom he had created Cafar\ and who 
took Judea in his way to Perfia , defeated the rebellious 
Jews , and rafed Diocafarea . After this, Conjlans, who, be- ^ q 
ftdes his juft refentment againft them, was a very zealous ’ 
Chriftian, ‘not only ♦revived all the old laws of Adrian and Laws re - 
Confiantine , but made fome more fevere ones againft them ; neweda- 
among which, one condemned any Jew to death that mar- &***$ 
ried a Chriftian, circumcifed a Have, or kept any that were ^ em% 
Chriftians. They were moreover forbid to enter into Jerufa - 
lem ; and thofe who were defirous to fee it at a diftance, muft 
buy that liberty at a vaft price. He likewife loaded them 
with very heavy taxes ; and was projecting fome frefh ones 
againft them to keep them (till more under, but was pre- 
vented by death *. It was under his reign, that young Epi- g t Epi- 
phamus was converted from Judaifm to Chriftianity, not phanius 

without fome miracles attending it, with which we fhall not converted- 

• 

r Sozomen, lib. ii. cap. 9. Hilar, in Pf. Iviii. p. 731—* 

734 Pf. cxxxi, &cxlvi. Sozom. lib. iii. c. 17. 


all which indignities, they were 
countenanced, if not privately 
fet on work, by Gregory , the 
Arian biftiop, who was then in 
high favour at court; fo that 
they went on in them with the 
utmoll boldnefs and impunity. 

(T) This city was the ancient 
Sepboris , and was fituate in Pa- 
leftina Secunda. The Jews, who 
were retired thither, and at Ti- 
berias, after the deftru&ion of 
Jerufalem, had fuffered much 
from the heathens, who had re- 
volted againft Adrians ; but be- 
ing at length freed from their 
intuits by that emperor, both 
places exprefled their gratitude 
$0 him i the latter, by erecting 


a temple to him, which they 
called Adrtanon ; and the for- 
mer, by changing its name of 
Sepboris into that of Diocafarea 
Adriana , to diftinguifh it from 
three others of that name ; one 
in Phrygia , the fecondin Cappa- 
docia , and the third in Ifauria , 
whof® biftiop affifted at the 
countil of Cbalcedon (37). St. 
Jerom places that of Palefiine 
within a mile and half of Gath ; 
and, though it underwent fo fe- 
vere a fate as being the feat of 
the JewiJh revolt, it was not 
long before it raifed itfelf out 
of its mins, and became again 
an habitation of the Jews. 


(37) d€is emit. Cbakci. iii. 


trouble 
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trouble our readers with, fmce they were hardly powerful 
enough to keep him from running into the wild notions of the 
Gnofticks , whom he met with in Egypt z . 

Julian’* We come now to the reign, of Julian the apoftate, to 
great fa - whom the Jews made fome of their firfl addrefles, with a 
vours to complaint, that they were unjufUy debarred from entering 
the Jews, into Jerufalem , which had been the glorious refidence of 
their anceftors for fo long a feries of ages. They not only 
met with a kind reception, and the moft fenfible marks of 
his favour, fuch as the exemption from thofe heavy taxes with 
which his predeceflors had loaded them, and the free exercife 
of their religion, but he likewife permitted them ,to rebuild 
their temple, and to revive their ancient worfhip in it ; and 
even furniftied them with money and materials for the work. 
He condefcended fo far as to write a letter to them, in which, 
the more to mortify the Chiiftians, he gives their patriarch 
the title of brother (U). All thefe lignal favours could not 
fail of raifing that nation to the higheft pitch of infolence 
againft the Chriftians, which they could not but fee was the 
molt effectual means of ingratiating themfelves with him. Ac- 
cordingly they aflembled themfelvcs in feveral cities of Judea 
and Syria , where they began to dcmolilh the churches, ♦and 
committed other outrages, efpecially at Gaza, Afcalon, Bery- 
thus, and Damaftus , whilft thofe of Egypt did the fame at 
Alexandria, and other places ; and a third fort fet themfelves 

* Joan, in vit. Epiph. nam. i. Sc feq. p. 33, Sc feq. 

(U) It were abfurd, confi. among them, that about 430 
dering the chara&er of that em- years after their difperiion, they 
peror, to fuppofe, that he heap- were in their turn to become 
ed all thefe favours on the Jews lords over the Romans , and fell 
with any other view than to them to the S a beans; after which, 
fpite and weaken the Chrifti- not only Jerufalem, and all the 
ans, by encouraging and in- cities of Judea, but even thofe 
creaiing the number of their of Sodom and Gomorrah, were to 
enemies, that his favourite Pa- be rebuilt. So that, when Juli- 
ganifm might the more eafily nn gave them an invitation to 
triumph over tjiem. In other rebuild the temple, they all 
refpefts, the Jews muft have looked upon it as the forerun- 
bcen equally hateful to him with ner of the completion of that 
the Chriftians, fince both equal- pretended prophecy, or rather 
ly condemned and abhorrpd the interpretation of the words of 
fuperftitions of the heathen, the Pfalmift and other prophets. 
But what might Hill render the that the Lord would revenge Ms 
former more obnoxious to him, people , and rebuild the cities of 
was the notion, which, St. Je.- Judah. 
r<,m cells us, was then rife 


about 
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about rebuilding the temple at JcruJalem. In the carrying on A.C. 363, 
of which work, we are told, men, women, and children, 
were zealous to put an helping hand; and fome of them were 
fo fanguine in it, that they made themfeives tools of gold and 
filver to rear up this new edifice with ; till the Divine Provi- 
dence was pleafed to put an effeftual flop to it, by fuch a feries 
of prodigies as quite deterred them from purfuing it, and. 
made them fenfible of the infallibility of ChrifVs predictions 
againft that place (W). Soon after whifcfi, Julian himfelf, 
mortally wounded in a furprifing manner at the Perftan war, 
was forced, by his dying words, to acknowlege his fuperior 
power, as we have alj^ady (hewn in the Roman hiftory +. 

JOVIAN^ who fucceeded him, would not have failed 
to have fupprefled the infolence of the Jews , had not death 
prevented him before he had reigned full eight months : fo 
that they quickly began to breathe again under his two next 
fuccellbrs, Valenfinian and Valens> who not only gave them un j er y a . 
full liberty of conference, but reftored their patriarchs to the lentinian. 
enjoyment of their privileges. Only the latter deprived. them A.C. 387. 
of one of the- moft valuable ones, by annulling the ediCls 
which exempted them from public offices. The tenor of 

f See Anc Hifl. vol. xvi. p. 266, & feq. 


(W) This wonderful event, 
which confided in dreadful 
earthquakes, balls of fire break- 
ing forth from the places where 
they were digging up the foun- 
dations, and other iuch prodi- 
gious phenomena, is varioufly 
related by the ecclefiaflical wri- 
ters (38 ) } and by fome adorned 
with many other circumflances 
equally miraculous, which how- 
ever we fhall not trouble our 
readers with, fince they all agree 
in the main thing, that it caufed 
a total fuppreffion of the work, 
and the fait is acknowledged by 
unqueftionable teftimony ; fuch 
as is that well-known one of Am - 
mtanut Marcellinus , a Jieathen 
writer, who relates it much af- 
ter the fame manner we have 


done (f). But more efpecially, 
that of two famous Jewifh chro- 
nologifls, the firfl of whom (39) 
attributes the cefTation of the 
work to the death of that empe- 
ror ; and the other, who fays, 
that the temple being a&ually 
built at a vail charge, fell down; 
and that, on the following day, 
a great fire which fell from fiea- 
ven melted all the iron-work of 
it, and killed a vafl multitude 
of the Jews (40). Which lafl 
teftimony is fo much the more 
confiderable, as thjpfe writers 
are the lead liable to copy the 
books of the Chriflians, and 
much leis fo to confirm what 
they write, againft their own na- 
tion. 


(38) Confer . Socrat. lib. iii, e. 20. Soxom. lib . v. c. 21. Tbeodont. fib. iii. 
c. so.' (f) Lib. xxiv. c. 4. (39; Gant* Txtmgeb David, ($0) Gtdahab 

Sbdtgfhclctb Hakabala . 

this 



192 

EdiR a- 

gainft 

them . 


St. Am- 
brofe 1 j un 

timely 
Viral a- 
gahtft 


Hijlory of the B. XVt. 

this laft decree being fomewhat remarkable, we fliall give it 
to our reader In the margin (X). It continued in force againft 
them under the reign of Gratian Theodojius and Arcadius. 
Though, in other refpefts, they lived peaceably under them i 
only we hear of one of their fynagogues being burnt at l tome , 
which the rebel Maximus, who was defirous to have them in 
his intereft, ordered to be rebuilt. He was foon after de- 
feated, and beheaded at Aquilea ; and St. Ambrofe , birtiop of 
Milan, who was highly offended at him, looked upon his un- 
fortunate end as a juft judgment for his favouring the Jews*; 
and prevailed on Theodojius and Valent inian, who came foon 
after to that city, to revoke all the privileges which he had 
granted to them. 

That father was indeed very inveterate againft them, as 
one may fee by fome of his expreflions in his letter to Thcodo - 
fits ; and ftrenuoufly oppofed the rebuilding another fyna- 
gogue, which the Chriftians had fet on fire at Calinichus , 
and which that emperor had ordered to be rebuilt at their 
charge. But as to what Zonaras, a Greek monk, and fome 
other writers of later date, fay of his pTeaching before him, 
and taking him to talk in an unhandfome manner for fufferihg 
the Jews to enjoy the privilege of iheii fynagogues in his ca- 
pital, whofe prayers were fo many curfes and execrations be- 
Thcodo- fore God, it is # all falfe and abfurd. He did not preach but 
fills'* I'fws wr ire to him ; and, as his letter is ftill preferved, it is a more 
for and faithful wirnefs than the writings of the Greek monk ; and 
the moft that can be faid is, that he carried his cenfures too 
far againft them, in telling that emperor, that they were fo 
far from thinking themfelves obliged to obferve the Roman 
laws, that the\ thought it a crime to fubmit to them b . The 
contrary to this appears by all that we have faid hitherto of 
the edifts made for and againft them, and much more by 


- 

agn.njt 

thtff’- 


a Ambr. Epifl. xxix. b Ibid. lib. v. c. 29. 


(X) “ The edift by which 
the Jews flatter themfelves 
of an exemption from public 
offices, &c. is by thefe pre- 
fents revoked and difannul- 
led. For the cWgy are not 
permitted to confecsate them- 
fclves to the fervice of God, 
till they have previously paid 
that which they owe to their 


country \ and whofoever de- 
figns to give himfelf wholly 
to God, ought to furnifh a 
proper perfon to fupply his 
place in all public offices ( 41}.” 
This plainly ftiews, that the pri- 
vileges of the clergy in thofe 
days were not quite fo large as 
fome arc apt to imagine. 


•the 


( 4 >) Valent, ad Hyp at* 
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the new one, which that prince publifhed in the laft year of 
his life, againft the untimely zeal tf fame Chrijli'ans, who, un- 
der pretence of Religion, plundered and dcmolijhed their fyna-, 
gogues contrary to the laws, which allowed them liberty of 
confcience , and for punifbing fuch offenders for the future e ; 
He even granted them a particular jurifdi&ion on account of 
the frequent law-fuits which they had either among themfelves, 
or with Chriitians (Y) ; by which they vrjzre not only free 
from the trouble and charge of feeking for juftice from ftrange 
tribunals, but were likely to obtain it more eafily from judges 
that were maintained by themfelves. All which privileges would 
• 

c Cod. Theodos. tom. viii. lib. i6» 


(V) Whether it was Tkeodofius 
that obliged them to live out of 
his capital, and affigned them a 
quarter in the Stanor , or fpace 
between that and the fea, we 
cannot be fure ; but there they 
built themfelves a kind of city, 
which ftill fubfifted in the time 
of the Crufade , and was both rich 
and populous ; and is fo even to 
this day. That emperor fur- 
ther ordered, that they (hould 
not be fummoned before any 
judge but the pretor of the Sta - 
nor ; which privilege they en- 
joyed till the reign of Emanuel 
Comnenus (42). 

There is another law made by 
Jr cadi its, an. 393, which con- 
firms their obedience to the Ro- 
man laws ; it is to the following 
effect, that the who lived 
according to the Roman and 
common right, (hould be ob- 
liged to bring their law-fuits be- 
fore the common judges, in all 
cafes that did not regard their 
fuperftition, and to fuch proper 
courts as are appoined for them. 
This decree is intitled. Dip foro 
Judaorum , and concludes with 
a remarkable ciaufe \ viz, that. 


if the contending parties (hall 
compromise the matter before 
the patriarch, fuch compromife 
(ball be valid, and deemed 
of as full force as a fentence 
from a judge (43). And a& 
religious affairs are there ex- 
cepted, they had (befides the 
*pretor of their quarter, men- 
tioned above, who was appoint- 
ed by the emperor), their owrt 
magiftrates and officers chofen. 
from among themfelves ; who, 
St. Chryfoftom tells us, were cho- 
fen in September, and prefid ed 
over ecclefiaftical matters, and 
religious difputes ; and could 
inflift punifhments, or even ex- 
communicate, according to the 
nature of the offence. It # is 
therefore likely, that St. Am - 
brofe\ zeal might tranfport him 
too far ; foured perhaps by the 
too great liberty they enjoyed, 
and the ill ufe they made of it, 
they being at all time* very apt 
to grow bold and infolenc againlt 
the Chriftians upon the lead en- 
couragement, though, in other 
refpefts, they might conform to 
the laws, and pay all due obe- 
dience to civil authority. 


(42) Bnifam, ir. Norn, citn^rt. tit. de fid . c. II. (43) Cod. Tbeodof. lib. xvi, 
tom. vin. p.’iz-j. fid. Bafnage, ubt Jup. i. viii. t. 5. §. 21, tff fitf. 
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have hardly been granted to them, if, a? St. Ambrofe pretends, 
they had looked upon it as a crime to fubmit to the laws of 
the empire. 

S/.Jerom’j However that be, St. Jcrom was fa far from imitating 
ijL em for his zeal againft them, that he affociated himfelf to fome of 
them, t hcir moll learned rabbics, and, with extraordinary pains and 
A.C.390, application, learned the Hebrew tongue from them; made^ 
c ^* ufe of their affiance in his verfions of the Old Teftament ; 
and doth not fcruple giving thofe doftors the greateft enco- 
miums, whom he had procured from fome of their moft cele- 
brated academies, fuch as Tiberias , LydJa , &C*; among them 
was the famed Rabbi Barrabanus ,* who, tc? avoid giving 
offence to his brethren, was wont to come to him in the 
AJJifted by night (Z). The credit which that father gained by his learn- 
tLm. ing and ufeful works Caufed him to be looked upon as a pro- 
digy. And indeed, if we confidcr with what difficulty the 
^ ^ ^ knowlege of thofe eaftern tongues was acquired, at a time 
& 1't w ^ cn there were neither grammars, lexicons, concordances, 

1 nor any of thofe helps we have fincc enjoyed, we (hall not 
His credit need to wonder at the great clteem Ulrich he gained in the 
in the Church, nor indeed at that high opinion he feems to have 
cbmcb. of himfelf 011 that account especially confidering that he 
was the firft jhat had attempted ir, and the only one ar that 
time who had made any progrefs in it, whilll moft of the 
biihops and clergy hardly knew more than their own mother 
tongue ; fince even the great St. AvjUn y who was no lover 
of him, could not forbear iooking upon him as a prodigy of 
learning. 

Theodofi- We are row infenfibly got into the fifth century, in which 
M s fa?- we fhall find the Jews grown to fuch a height of infolence by 
p'Vj* ^ the long feiies of peace and liberty allowed them, and parti- 
tbnr info- C( Jarly under Thcochjius II. as to oblige that mild, generous, 

iencc. 

(Z) The great encomiums rabas. You may cry as loud as 
which that father took pleafure you will for the latter , whilfi / 
to bellow on his mailers, and do the fame for the former . Eu - 
more particularly on this, made fbius made much the fame com- 
Rif nusv who thought that the plaint at one time, that they Hill 
feptuagint verfmn ought to be preferred Barr abas to Chrift, 
preferred to rh at of an unknown becaufe they joined with the in- 
rabbi, expofe them both, by fidels againft the Chriftians, and 
punning upon his* namj, and yet hfe was glad to make ufe of 
calling him B<arrabas. I fee, their help in compiling his com-; 
faid lie, on one fide, Jefus ment on Ifaiab (44). 

Chrift, and, on the other, Bar - 

and 


In Ifaiab v. 
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and equitable prince to fupprefs it by the puniftifnent of the 
guilty, but without ufing any feverity to thofe who behaved 
peaceably and fubmiffivcly to the laws. The firft juft occa- 
lion of complaint which they* gave, was on one of their fef* 
tivals in which they celebrated what they call the feaft of Ha- 
man (A) ; and oil which, inftead of hanging that enemy of 
theirs on a high gibbet, as had been their conftant cuftom on 
that folemnity, they prefumed on this yea* to faften him to a 
crofs, which failed not to be interpreted by theChriftians, and 
not without reafon, as an indignity offered to Chrift. This did 
not hinder them from taking both down, and burning them 
with the uftial exccnftions ; which however was attended 
with no other confequence (except fome blows exchanged on 
both Tides) than with an edift, forbidding for the future the 
erefting and burning fuch gibbets, under the penalty of for- 
feiting all their privileges. The Jews obeyed in moft parts 
of the empire ; neverthelcfs thofe of Macedon , Dacia , and 
fome other parts, ftill continued affronting the Chriftians with 
fuch kinds of infults ; and were as often retaliated by having 
their fynagogues andlioufes burned, and fome of their leaders 
even put to death by the magiftrates. This produced a new A.C.aoS 
edift from that good prince, £xprefly forbidding the Chrifti- a new 
ans to prolecute them on account of their religion, and thefe editt. 
to offer any contemptuous infults to the eftablifhed church. 

This fufpended their infolence for two or three years ; but, at 
length, thofe of Inmeftar , a city in Chalcis, being heated with 
the wine and zeal ufual at that feaft, took it into their heads 
to tie a young Chriftian to one of thofe gibbets, and to whip AX'. 412 
him fo feverely that he loft his life by it; which fo exafperared wfalts to 
the Chriftians that they took up arms againft them. The ft 
Jews being very numerous there, a bloody fight enfued, in Gi:s t { 
which many were killed on both Tides. At length, the go - ei 4 

. (A) This feftival, which was the walls and benches, as often 
kept in memory of the vittory as the name of Haman was re- 
which the Jewijh nation got peated. Their devotions were 
over Haman (45), was ufually jio fooner ended than they gave 
kept with grtat alacrity and themfelvesupto fcaffing; .which 
good cheer ; and even, during they indulged to fuch a height, 
the reading of the book of EJiher that it frequently hunied them 
in their fynagogues or houfes, into a kind of zeMous phrenfy, 
men, women, and children, in wl$ch tlfey were very liberal 
made a moft horrid noife with of their infults againft the Chrif- 
their feet, hands, and even tians, and as often occafioned 
with Hones and mallets againft blows on both Tides. 


; 4 5) nj. Efik-r, p*J. & c. ult. 

0 2 


vernor 



ig6 Hifiory of the B. XVI. 

vernor of the province having informed the emperor of it, 
was ordered to punifh the guilty ; by which means an effec- 
tual end was put to the tumult d (B). 

Cknjlian This did not prevent the one from frequently renewing of 
reprifals their hoftilities, nor the other from burning and plundering 
wat ijl their fynagogues, particularly at Antioch, where the Jews were 
them. very numerous and rich, the plunder being commonly given 
to the church* Thafc fkirmifhes became fo common and fcan- 
dalous, that complaints were made of them to the emperor, 
and backed by the piaefcdus praetorio; fo that the clergy 
were condemned by a new edid, which obliged them to re- 
A C 421 ^ orc pl un ^ er > an ^ t0 the J^ us a place where they 
loth for - m ight cre ^ a new fynagogue. He was however obliged not 
hidden. only t0 re P ea l it> at the inftigation of the famed faint (and 
martyr in the air, as he is filled) Simon , iurnamed Stylites (C), 
who had taken upon him to condemn it, and even to turn the 
prefeft out of his office for having obtained it in favour of 
A.C. 425- the Jews . It was not long however before he was forced to 
publifh a frcfli explication of his former edids, in order to 
fupprefs the excdles which the revocation of his late one had 
encouraged the hot-headed zealots tocommit againft the Jews , 
not only at Antioch , but in ul&ny provinces of the empire ; 
and to forbid *hc burning of their fynagouges, or perfecuting 
them on account of their religion. 

d Cod. Thecdos. lib. xvi. xviii. & xxi. 


(B) The celebrated lawyer 
Godfrey pretends, that it was 
on account of the murder of that 
young Chridian that the empe- 
ror publifhed thofe two edids* 
( 46$ ; whereas there is a manifeft ' 
difference of time, place, and oc- 
cafion : the Bril of them being 
publifhed, an . 40S, and extend- 
ed over the whole eaftern em- 
pire ; and as fuch was directed 
to Anthemius , the then prefed 
over it ; and the other not till 
four years after, and extending 
only to Eaftern lilyricum , Da- 
cia, and Mace done andf was 
therefore direded to Philip, the 
then governor of thofe pro- 
vinces. 


(C) So called from living on 
the top of a pillar. This fana- 
tic devoto was then in fuch ef- 
teem with all the clergy, that 
the emperor was obliged, to 
avoid his and their cenfure, to 
recall his orders about making 
reditution to the Jews. Mr. 
Valois even pretends that he 
wrote a civil letter to him, 
wherein he itiles him, The mod 
holy martyr in the air. But 
whether thofe were the words 
of the emperor, or of E<vagrius, 
who was a great admirer of that 
airy monk, is hardly worth en- 
quiring ; that title carrying, to 
all appearance, more pleafantry 
than veneration. 


(46) In CoJ. TbcoJef' lib xvi, xviii, an, 408, (3 xxi* an. 412. Vid. & Sur* 
lib • vii. 
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A strange accident which happened in the ifle of Can - A.C. 432, 
dia, where the Jews were very rich and numerous, occafioncd converted 
great numbers of them to embrace Chriftianity, not only '»Candia, 
there, but in other provinces of the empire ; and the fhame of &c# 
having been feduced by a falfe mefliah (D), and having placed 
fuch ftrong and furprifing confidence in him, opened their eyes 
to find out the real and only one in the church. Another 
event, related by the fame ecclefiaftical hiftorian % brought 
a frefti number of profelytes into it, to the no fmall mortifi- 
cation of the reft, on whom the miraculous cure performed 
on an old paralytic, could not make the fame falutary im- 
preffion As wejre writing the hiftory of the Jews, and 
not that of the church, we fliall pafs over a number of thofe 

c See the following note. 


(D) This impoftor, who had 
taken upon him the name and 
office of their great lawgiver 
and deliverer, had fo far infatu- 
ated them, as to make them ex- 
pelt as great a deliverance un- 
der him, as they had under the 
former, m. of opening to then! 
a miraculous way through the 
fea into their own land. We 
are even told, that he himfelf 
was it> perfuaded of it, that he 
had in one year run through 
every town and village of that 
ifiand, and perfuaded the Jews 
in it to follow him (47), and to 
be ready for him on the day and 
place appointed by him. • 

Their delufion proved fo 
ftrong and univerfal, that they 
negle&ed their lands, houfes, 
ana allother concerns, and took 
only fo much with them as they 
could conveniently carry ; and, 
on the day appointed, the Pfeudo 
Mofes , having led them to the 
top of a rock, men, women, 
and children, threw themfelves 
headlong down int8 the fea, 
without the leaft hefitation or 
reluctance ; till fo great a num- 
ber of them were drowned, 

(47) Sacra t. Hijl. EccUfiaJi* *hk. vii. 
17 - 1 - 35 *- 


and fome others faved by fifher- 
men, as opened the eye? of the 
reft, and made them fenfible of 
the cheat. They then began to 
look out for their pretended 
leader, but found he had difap- 
peared 5 infonnich that they be 
gan to think themfelves milled 
by a devil ir^tead of a man ; 
upon which the far greater part 
renounced Judaifm , and were 
baptized. 

(E) This was an oldCo«/?/r»- 
tinopolitan Jew, who had been 
affiilted with the dead palfey, 
and had in vain exhaulted the 
phyficians art, and, in a great 
meafure, his own fubftance. He 
was at length prepoflefled with 
the hopes that baptifm would 
obtain him a cure ; and, having 
received it of Atticus , the then 
patriarch of that metropolis, re- 
covered (he ufe of his limbs im- 
mediately upon bis having re- 
ceived that facrantent. This 
miraculous cure made fo great 
an impreffion upon the Jews and 
h^thena, that great numbers 
became converts, though the far 
greater part of the former (fill 
continued in their unbelief (48). 
38, (48) Id, ibid* lib. iv. f>- 341, c» 

O 3 miraculous 



ig? Hijlory of the B. XVI. 

miraculous convcrfions with which this century abounded, 
and only obferve, that the Chiiftians having then accuftomed 
themfeives to make fome confiderablc prefents to thofe new 
Several converts, induced many cheats, not only to become Chrifti- 
cheatt a ans with that ”iew alone, but even to run privately from one 
mong them . f e & j nto another of them, and be baptized in them all, for 
the fake of gaining frefh tokens of their liberality. ‘ 

A remarkable inftancc of this our author gives us of 
a Jew, who went through all the lefts then at Conjlantinople , 
but was at length difeovered in a miraculous manner by the 
Novdtian bifhop there, and owned, that he ha^f been bap- 
tized by every one but that f . Thefc cheats could not but 
render the Jews obnoxious to the Chiiftians ; but there was 
ftiH another thing that made them more fo, viz . the feveral 
arch-heretics, fucli as the Novatians , Ncftorians , Or. who, 
by borrowing fome of the Jewifh tenets, were filled Jvdaizcrs 
and Jews . But it is time to fee how they behaved and fared 
in other countries. 

Jews r rife Tn os e of Alexandria, who are computed to have airiviiint- 

a tumult at cc j to about 100,000 at the time that they* raifed a bloody up- 
roar againfl the Chi iftians, had had many ikirmilhcs againft 
Ti ‘ i * them before, which feldom eujjed without bloodlhed (l 1 ). 

f Cod. Theodos. 1 . xxi. c. v.p. 342. 

(F) The Jews, it feems, were triarch’s creatures, who arc fup- 
l>y this time grown not only fo pofed to have been lent for no 
bold, but diiVolute, that, in- other end, but to fcxafperate 
Head of affifting at the duties of him againft the Jews ; one in 
their fvnagogucs on the f.;b- particular, named Hierax , an 
bath, they chofe rather to be admirer and great favourite of 
prefent at the public diverfions Cy> il, behaved on that occafion 
and Ihcws, which wt re com- in fuch a manner againft them, 
monly 'exhibited on that day ; that they loudly complained 
which fcldom failed of produ- of him to the prefett ; who 
cing thofe bloody fkirmilhes we thereupon, without any .other 
mentioned above, and which ceremony, ordered him to be 
the magiftrates were feldom able publicly whipt upon the ftage. 
to fupprefs. This put the pre- This was a fenfiblc affront to 
feet upon malting fome whol- the patriarch, who failed not 
fome regulations againft thofe to refent it as fuch : fo that, in- 
diforders. But, whilft he was ftead of unit ng their authority 
one day at one of them, and in promoting the public tran- 
was giving fome orders for the quillity of the city, they only 
more peaceably exhibiting thofe ftrove to thwart each other's 
*fhews, he found himfelf fur- me a fu res tothemanifeftdifturb- 
rounded with a croud of the pa- ance of it 1 49), 

(49) Socrat, IJifl, EccJeftafi *.r, v.i. cL\ 13 , 6 ? fej. 
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Cyril , then biftiop of it, and fince fainted, was thought as 
much too zealous againft them, as Orcjlcs , the then prefeft, 
was partial to them ; and, at length, carried it fo far as to 
infringe upon his office, and to threaten them with ecclcfi- A.C 4:5. 
aftical execution. This however they defpifed, knowing the 
governor to be on their fide ; and grew tb fuch an height of 
infolence as torefolve to fall foul upon them in the middle of 
the night. To this end, they hired fome of their own people BifapQy- 
to run about the ftreet of the city, crying,out, that the great ril arms 
church was all in flames; which immediately.brought all the ogainjl 
Chriftians out unarmed, to go and fave that noble building ; Vim ' 
whiift the fews, who had taken care to diftinguifti them- 
felves by fome peculiar mark, fell upon, and killed great 
numbers of them. Cyril, as foon as he was apprifed of it, 
ftaid not to be righted by the civil power, but, putting him- 
felf at the head of a fufficient number of Chriftians, entered 
their fynagogues, and feifed on them to the ufc of the church. 

He then abandoned their houfesto be plundered, and obliged 
them to march out of the city almoft naked. This failed 
not to exafperate the # prefc<ft, who could not brook fuch an in- 
fringement on his authority, and the- city to be ftript of fo 
vaft a number of its inhabitants, without making the fevereft 
complaints againft the bifho$ who, on his part, fent fcvc- 
ral bitter accufations to court againft him. J^iere the people, 
having declared for the prefedl againlt the patriarch, would 
have obliged the latter to fubmit to the former, but he 
abfolutely refufed to do it. 

Instead of that, he went to him with the Gofpcl in his Odd heha- 
hand, and threatening in his words and looks, tried to wour to 
frighten him into a reconciliation. But, finding him inflexible, tbeprepcl. 
he ordered a regiment of his monks, to the number of fifteen 
hundred, to come down from the mountains, and to a [fault ff atLts 
him in his chariot with volleys of ftones, which woundej him rf riVf)U, ^ s 
in the head, and covered him with blood ; fo that he muft have 
been killed inevitably (his guards having been forced to aban- 
don him) had not the people come to his affiftance, and 
refeued him out of their hands* The tumult being appeafed, 

Orejles caufed one of the ringleaders of thofe monks, named 
Ammonius , to be executed, and fent an account of the whole 
affair to court. The patriarch did the fame; and not only 
juftified the proceedings of his monks, but, in his next fer- 
mon, declared Ammonius a martyr. This behaviour produ- Hypatia 
ced a new tumult foon after ; in which, among many others ***rderem 
that loft their lives, was the defervedly celebrated Hypatia, a * 11 
a. young heathen lady, of great fenfe, learning, and virtue , t:im 
who was hurried by the bifhop's mob before one of their 

0 4 churches. 
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churches, and there cruelly butchered. The untimely zeal 
and preemption of the Alexandrian patriarch, which is fo 
vifible in all thefe tranfaftions, hath been juftly blamed by 
all impartial perfons ; even Socrates himfelf oblerves g , that 
the death of the amiable Hypatia reflected no fmall difhonour 
on him and his clergy. And it is plain, that the Alexandri- 
ans were highly offended at his proceedings, lince they all 
along lided with the prefeft againft him. Though it muft 
be owned, that he betrayed fuch a fpii it of oppofition againft 
him, and fuch a partiality for the Jews , as was as inconfift- 
ent with the character of a Chriftian prefeft, as his was with 
that of a Chriftian bifhop. * c 

Jewilh^z- The JcwiJb nation received a more Wiverfal blow in this 
tyarebs cen tury, in the total fuppreflion of their patriarchs. We 
AC ^ ave former ?y ^ ewn > that they lived upon certain levies, 

• 4 2 9 - w hich they made on thofe of their nation, and which ufed 
to be collected by their officers, or, as they afiefted to call 
them, apoflles. Thefe became at length to grow fo exor- 
bitant, that the people, weary of them, applied to the civil 
power, from which however they received no other red refs 
than the mortification of feeing that tribute converted to the 
emperor’s ufe, and their patriarch deprived of it. Tbeodofuis 
and Valentinian were the two'monarchs who appropriated 
that income to ^.heir own treafury, by which means the pa- 
triarchal dignity was more effeftually fuppreffed, than any 
edift could have done it ; and, for want of a proper income 
to fupport it, was forced to dwindle away. Photius pretends, 
that the primates* which fucceeded the patriarchs, were 
charged with it, and anfwerable for it, and obliged to fee it 
conveyed into the emperor’s coffers (G). 

JVeJlern Let us now pafs over to thofe of the weft, where We (hall 
Jews, un- find them enjoying indeed the full exercife of their religion, 
^rrHono- unc j CK Honorivs , who had enafted a law, much to his honour, 
importing, that the glory of a prince confifts in allowing all 
A.C. 41 2. f u bj c ^ s f u u anc j peaceable enjoyment of all their privi- 

5 SopRATEs, ub. fup. lib. vii. c. 13, & feq. 

(G) Some* will have it in- ever is not quite fo credible, fee- 
deed, that Tkeodojtm did ex- ing that high dignity, expen- 
prefly abolifh it ; and others five as it was, did not a little 
think, that the people, weary contribute to the eafe and cre- 
pf paying it, and maintaining dit of the Jewifo nation, as it 
fo high an office at fo vaft an kept up, as it were, a center of 
expencc, let it drop of their unity among them through the 
pwn acccord. The laft how- whole Roman empire. 

leges, 
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leges, even when their religion is not fuch as he can approve \ 

Purfuant to which, he exprefsly forbad the pulling down, or 
appropriation of their fynagogues, or even to oblige them to 
violate their Sabbath, on account of the public fervice, for 
which, he faid, the other fix days are fufficient. On the other 
hand, to prevent their abufing their liberty, he forbad them 
to build new fynagogues, and making profelytes, and dripped 
them of fome pofts and offices which they had enjoyed be- 
fore (H) ; particularly that of furniftiing* the army with pro- 
vifions. He caufed alfo a fevcrc edift to be publilhed againff: 
an upftart feft in Jfric, called Gvlicola, or worfhippers of 
Heaven ; at. the end o£ which is a claufe forbidding the Jews to 
make profelytes ; upon which account the Cielicolee have been 
thought by many to have been a Jcwifi feft, tho* without Caelicolae 
any foundation, as the reader may fee by what we have fub- not Jews, 
joined in the margin (1). 

h CodTH£ODOs. tom. xvi. lib. xx. 

(If) Thefe chiefly, related to Jews, which was more odi- 
the militia and agency. Thefe ous (1) : fome have taken it to 
agents had a threefold employ- have meant the Samaritans , who 
ment; viz. ift. Levying of inf*, had a temple at Naploufc , open- 
pofts in the provinces ; 2dly, ed on the tog like an amphi- 
the providing and transporting theatre ; others, the Effsnians , 
of corn and other provifions for a very drift and contemplative 
the ufe of the army ; and 3dly, feft among the Jews , fpoken 
the ferving as couriers and fpies of in a foyner volume J, and 
in all the provinces of the cm- long fince aboli(hed : both which 
pire, and to fend a faithful ac- fuppofitions arc abfurd, feeing 
count of all that paffed. And thofc two fefts were of very old 
on this laft account they had date, and fufficiently known, 
the care of the public car 7 and could not therefore be call- 
riages (50). ed, as in the edift above r men- 

(I) The famed lawyer God - tioned, a new and upftart feft. 
fredius had long ago diftin- And the claufe which obliges 
guifhed between that part of them to return into the bofom 
the edift which related to the of the Church, plainly (hews 
Ccelicola, and that which relat- that they muft have been a 
ed to th ejews, notwithftanding feft of Chri(lians,4>r, as is com- 
they have been abfurdly con- monly believed, a fpawn of the 
founded, and the former fup- Donatifts, whofe tenets tallied 
pofed to have taken that fpeci- with theirs (2). 
ous name, to conceal that of 

(«q) De his •vid. Salma f in Spartian . p. 21, & feq, ( 1 ) Juvenal fatyr xiv. 
verf. 97, Petr»n in CataleH. f Anc. Hijl . W. ii. p. 434. rV. x. p. 478. & feq. 

(2) yid, int. al. Petit var. JeEi . lib. ii. c. si. Cubans Pap. Hebr. t, i. c. 6* Bufmatt 
Hilmjlad, Hijl. Cxlttol. Bafnag , lib. viii. cb. 7. 4, feq. 
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Minorcan In this century happened like wife the much celebrated, tho* 
Jews can - no lefs queftioned, miraculous converfion of the Minorcan 
9 Jews* That illand had then two confiderable towns, the 
one the epifcopal refidencc, and interdicted to the Jews , 
who were commonly punched with fome fudden and miracu- 
lous death, if they ventured to fet foot into it. The other, 
called Porto Mahotte, was chiefly inhabited by Jews , who 
there enjoyed very confiderable titles and ports, tho’ fiibjetft to 
Honorius ; infomuch'that Theodojtus , the chief of their fyna- 
gogue, and a doflor of the law, was the chief man in the 
whole iflancl. Srvcrns being become bifliop of ir, was eafily 
perfuaded by Orojius , (lately returned from J cruft [pm, loaded 
with miraculous relies, which he was carrying into S/ain) to 
undertake the converfion of the Jews . They began with pri- 
vate conferences, and proceeded to public ones ; the Jail of 
which was held in their fynagogue, where finding that fome 
Jew i/h women had armed thepnfelves with ftoncs pelt them, 
they provided for their own defence. Thcconfc-q* 7 kv was, 
that the fynagogue was pulled down, and nothing fined out 
of it but the books and plate : but the bilhop plied them with 
fuch numbers of miracles, that their greateft men began to 
relent, and in about eight days tupe, the greateft part of them 
were converted, and the fynagogue turned into a church. 
Many, however, Vho remained obdurate, went and hid them- 
fclves in caverns, till hunger forced them out; and others 
leaving all they had behind them, went and fought an afyhtn 
in foreign countries; ail which (hews that there was fome vio- 
lence uied againft them by the bifliop and his clergy; and 
Parent us feems to own as much, and adds, that his example 
would have been followed in many other places, had not the 
crowned heads put a flop to it. 

under the Upon the irruption of the l* s minis into the empire, one 
Vandals, would* have thought that the Jew r would have met with the 
word of treatment from that fierce ‘union ; but yet we do not 
read that they fared worfe than ♦'he reft, or were deprived of 
any of their privileges under them. Thtv only lliared in 
the common misfortunes, which are thetifual concomitants of 
fuch great revolutions; bin, in other refp'j^b?, were (till al- 
lowed the free exercife both of religion and commerce, only 
they were obliged to pry a tribute for it, and were moreover 
denied the enjoyment of titular dignities,, and high ports, ei- 
ther civil or militat v> ;* which is no more than what they were 
under the Reman emperors. Tbecdoric in particular protected 

f Vid. Akercat. F.cclef. & Synagog. ap. August, in Apr .n. 
au tom. viii. 

thorn 
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them againft the zealots among the C'hriftians, and would not 
fuffer any violent means to be ufed f< )r converting them ; and 
fharply reproved the fenate, for havin g fufiered one of their fy- 
na g°g ues to be burnt vxRome ; and t he clergy of Milan , for 
going to feize upon another. The • fame he did at Genoa , 
where the citizens were going to d< sprive them of their privi- 
leges, which they had a long tii ne enjoyed among them. 
They had recourfc to that prince, ^ rho permitted them to re- 
build their fynagogucs, and reftored them to the free ufe of their 
religion and rights, upon condition they fliould nor build them 
larger than they had been, and a voided adorning of them. 
Thus ended«the 5th century with t hem in the Roman empire *. 

Let us now take a view of tl aofe in Perfta , during that 
interval, where we find their acad emies in a flouri filing con- 
dition, under their famed chief R. A fee , the compiler of the 
Babylonijb thalmud, lately mention ed. Sora was the place of 
his birth, and the moft celebrated ; icademy of all the eafl, of 
which he was chofen chief in the 14th year of his age, and 
continued in that dignity fixty years*, that is, till the year 427, 
in which he died (K)! It was during thait time that he pub- 


Dehoc vid. Tesor del Regn. DTtal. fub Teodoric. 


(K) The Jews tell us, that it 
was on account of his extraor- 
dinary merit and learning that 
he was railed fo early to that 
dignity ; and add, that in him 
met the law, devotion, humili- 
ty, and magnificence ; four 
things which no man but he 
was ever mailer of. 

His method of teaching was 
entirely new and peculiar : for 
inilead of keeping his difciples, 
which amounted to two tnou- 
fand four hundred, continually 
with him, he only taught them 
two months in the year ; viz. 
in February and Augufl * during 
which he gave them proper fub- 
jeds to iludy and exerciie them- 
felves in during the other five 
months, after which they were 
fent to the.r own homes. At 
their return they were examined 
by, and held d imputations before 


him, and 1 ic explained their dif- 
licuities a nd doubts, by the de- 
cifions of : thofe d odors which 
had prec eded him. Whilft 
thefe excr ckjps were performing, 
twelve pc rfons fat over againft 
li m, feve n of which were llyled 
the pi inc ;s of the crowns, whofe 
chief buf inefs was to recapitu- 
late and explain what he had 
faid to t! lem, and to give pro- 
per encr npiums, rewards, (ffr. 
to thofe 1 :hat had deferved them. 
The pi* jftdenc was obliged to 
colled a 11 the matters that had 
been del >ated and decided; and 
it was f rom this coUeition that 
the Baby lonijb thalmud. was com- 
piled : and when the month 
was near* expired, he dictated to 
them th«e/ubjc£ls w’hich they 
were to ftud/ duiing the next 
five montfhs (3). 


( 3 1 Stpher Juchnf.v, f>. 124 . i'id. & Cantx Tieemaeb Da-r'id, fub Ar. M. 
4TI3. r. 3^3. /Ar. Kerdt.ior in lib. Cabbal. f>. 68* BurtoU. up, fuf. tom.i. 
486. lYoif E:b. litb * : ^ - i 3 * 1 . it) tbalmudj . 
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liflied a colle&ion of his decifions, which he divided into four 
parts* the firft of which contained the rules and maxims of 
the Mifhnah , with the doubts and folutions relating to them. 
The fecond was chiefly about various queftions of their doc- 
tors, with the fentiments of the Thanaim and Gemarrijls . The 
third contained the decifions and maxims publifticd fince 
Judah the faint ; and the laft contained the texts of feripture 
relating to law-fuits, together with the comments of their 
learned upon them. * This was the firft divifion of the Baby - 
lonifh thalmud ; but as AJce did not live to compleat it, his 
difciples, who put the finilhing hand to it afterwards, altered 
his method, and made feveral additions, # which have reudered 
the work rather more obfcure k . 

He was fucceeded, according to fomc, by R. Marimor , or 
Amimor ; but foon after, according to others, by his own fon 
Huna , whofe feet haftened to the chair, and he by his fon 
Thobiomi , an. 455, who reigned, according to the pompous 
Je-wiJh ftyle, thirteen years, and in whole reign the JcwiJh 
nation enjoyed fuch profound tranquility, that they gave him 
the title of The do&or of daily profperity? We have had occa- 
fion to take notice of the fmall extent of their power and in- 
come, notwithftanding their ujjng the words reign, throne, 
&c. as if they had been in full poflellion of the regal autho- 
rity. And fo obfeure were they, during this 5th century, that 
tho* we find a fucceflion of the prefidents of Sora and Punde - 
bita, or at leaft their names, and here and there a remarkable 
aftion of fomc of them, yet we have hardly any thing faid of 
thofc chiefs or princes, except of R. Afce above-mentioned ; tho* 
one would have imagined their dignity to have received 
fomc additional fplendor by the fuppreflion of the patriar- 
chate in the weft. 

ASCE had left, beiidcs his fo*n Huna above-mentioned, two 
famecl difciples, viz. Amimor and A lor, who were to haye put 
the finishing hand to the Babytonijb thalmud ; but they were 
diverted from it by a violent perfecution, which was raifed 
againft the Jewifh nation, which, they tell us, lafted 73 years; 
during which the fynagogucs were fhut up, the obfervation of 
the Sabbath fupprefled, and their fchools and chapels given to 
the Magi. Huna , the then chief, and his two difciples above- 
named, were imprifoned, and foon after fullered death, with 
furprifing conftancy : but the JevjiJb youth, more addifted to 
’ the pleafures of life*, ^rere foon determined to forfake their 

k Vid, Gantz Tzemach David, fub. A. M. 41 1 3. Sepher 
Ji^ch as in, p. 124. A. Bf.n ddi or Cabbala, p. 68. Bartoloc. 
tom. i p. 486. Wolf Bibl. Hebr. p* 224. 
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religion, which was followed by a general defection in Jfracl 
towards the end of this century K Notwithftanding which, 
fome of their learned refumed the work of the thaluiud foon 
after ; or, if you will believe the JrwiJh writers, even before 
the perfecution ceafed, (which it did not but with the Perfian 
monarchy, which the Saracens made themfelves mafters of) 
and finifliied it, according to them, about the clofe of this cen- 
tury, or the beginning of the next, after which it was dif- 
perfed throughout all the eaft, and it was univerfally agreed 
that nothing ftiould be added to or taken from it (L). 

The only* thing more, worth taking notice of, under this The fefi of 
epocha, was the rife oi the feft called Sebureans , or Scepticks , Sebu- 
at the head of which was R. Joft . Thefe doftors pretended reans, 
to doubt of every thing, and fcem to have ftarted up to oppofe A.C.476. 
the infallibility which the Talmudifts attributed to their Tal- 
mud; but whether by openly queftioning its authority, or the 
fenfeofits decifions, we cannot affirm. However, their pyr- 
rhonifm become fo odious to the reft of the Jews , that it 
proved but of fhort duration, it having begun to appear only 
about the clofe of this 5th centary, and being driven out of the 

1 R. Gantz Tzemach, p, I2I» 

( L) We have formerly taken not be fo till the year f 47, even 
notice of the impofTibility of re- by his own account* and yet he 
conciling the anachronifms and affirms that work to have been 
contradictions of the JewiJh compleated by the clofe of the 
chronologers ; and in the part 5th centurp (4). 
we are now upon, the author, It would be ltill more diffi- 
tho’ one of the beft of them, cult to reconcile him to other 
not only contradifts other hif- hiftorians, even to thofe of his 
torians, but himfelf alfo. For nation. The latter all agree 
if rabbi Afce , the firft compiler that the perfecution which was 
of the work, died, as he affirms, raifed by Ifdegerd, the laft king 
A. C. 427, and his fon Huna of Perjia , laited feventy- three 
was chofen prefident of the years, that is, till the Saracens 
academy of Sora , an. 455, and put an end to it by the conqueft 
reigned 1 3 years, during which of that monarchy ; they muft 
the Jews lived in great tranqui- therefore be miilaken, either in 
lity, and highly favoured by the time of Afe's death, or elfe 
the king, till the time of the in the time of the completing 
perfecution above-mentioned, the thalmud, and have ante- 
and if that could not* begin till dated this lail by near 50 years, 
the year 474, lafted 73 years, But thefe are fmall overfights 
and the thalmud was not finiihed among them, and fuch as eve- 
till fome time after that had ry one muft overlook, that is 
ceafed j then it is plain it could converfant with their hiftorians. 

(4} Gsnfx Txtmecb, ub. fup. 
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world’, before the middle of the next, by the Gaonim , or 
Gaons , a new fet of doftors, who took that pompous title upon 
them, which fignif ies fublime or excellent, and became the 
Idols of the academies, and of the people, as we fhall fee under 
the next century, unto which it is now time to haften (M). 

The 6th century began with a perfecution of the Jews of 
the difperfion, ay well as of the ten tribes in the eaft, under 
Cavades , a prince of a fierce and proud difpofition, who want- 
ed to force all his lubjefts, Chriftians as well as Jews and 
others, to embrace the P erf an religion. A flrange caufe of 
this perfecution is, by fome authors, afiigned, wljich the rea- 
der may fee in the margin (N), and whjph proved, fo violent, 

that 


(M) Some critics (5) have 
looked upon the Nefbtbalites , 
by whom, dgatbias tells us (6 , 
Perozes was defeated in ..he 
war which he waged againft 
them, to have been the defeen- 
dant*; of the tribje of Nephthali , 
carried away captive by Tig- 
iatb Pili fir (7), to the frontiers 
of Perfia , wnere they are af- 
firmedto have been fettled ma- 
ny ages before the war (8) But 
as Procopius , in the place above- 
quoted, calls them Epbu/itrs, 
and fays nothing of their being 
defeended from that tribe, but 
from that of the White Huns, 
who lived on the frontiers of 
Perfidy near the river Oxus , and 
d gat bias himfelf, who hath 
mifcaHcd them Napbtbalitesy ac- 
knowleges them to be of that, 
and not of Jewijb extratt, we 
(hall fay no more of them. As 
for the farther account of that 
war, and of PerazeSs treachery 
and punifhmdht, the reader may 
fee an account in a former vo- 
lume 

(N) We are told by two 
Chriftian writers (9), fhat Ca- 


*vadesy having befieged a caltle, 
in which was a vaft treafure de- 
ofited, and kept by demons, 
c had found all his military 
efforts againft it abortive ; and 
being very eager to make him- 
felf matter of it, fent for his 
magi, for the Manichees , Jews 
ijid Chriftians, to drive away 
r tnofe demons, and that thofe 
laft were the only ones that 
could do it ; upon which he 
ftript the former of their privi- 
leges, and gave them to the 
Chriftians. But this account is 
conradi&ed by other hiftorians, 
who affirm that he perfecuted the 
Chriftians as well as the Jews. 

The Jews tell us of a fatal 
Quarrel which happened be- 
tween the prince of the capti- 
vity and the chief of the acade- 
my, under the reign of Cavadety 
in which the former nfed the 
latter with fo much infolence 
and barbarity, that his tears and 
prayers brought fuch a pefti- 
lence upon the prince’s family, 
that they all died of it, excepc 
a child then in his mother’s 
womb. Ghanina (that was the 


( $) Vtd. Shcard Taoric, p. 130. & nuR. ab n a'tat . (6) Lib. iv. r. TI. 

(7) 2 Kwgs. x\. 29. xvj. peff. (fc) Fid. Vr*c,p t bell . Per/. /. i. c. 4. £> Jeq. Me- 
n:Jf Be n. hrsel. Efpcru/:za de tfrael t c, 25, (9) Tuhd ir. le. :t. /. :L p. 564, 
Cedren, aanal. p. zyj. 


academic 



,C. i. Lifperjion of the Jews. 407 

that we read of no lefs than four of their princes of the capti- 
vity, who fucceeded each other within the fpaos of nine 
years; but whether they were depofed or put iv death by 
that monarch, doth not appear. Thefe were Huna , to whom 
they give but two years reign ; Acha, who reigned three ; 

Tettana, who reigned four ; and Zeutra , who having been 
miracniouily prefer ved, as we obferved in the laft note, reign- 
ed twenty years. In his time arofe the famed Meir , a learned 
rabbi, and great tniracle-monger, who* having declared war 
againft the Perfian king, with only 400 men, was very fuc- 
cefsful agaijift him, during feven years ; after which his men 
having polluted theipfelves with ftrange flelh (Oj, he was de- 
feated, taken and put to death by the Perjians . Thefe went 
thence into 1 he city, whereZfztfrdfrefided, and plundered it, af- 
ter which they took that prince, and the prefident of the coun- 
cil, and hanged them on a bridge. His family were forced c y tc f 
to betake themfelves to flight, and his fon and heir, Zeutra II. of the cap- 
retired into Judra , where he became prince of the fenate or tivity 
fanhedrin. This, the JrwiJb hiftorians tell us, was the fource hanged, 
of that ferics of miifortunes which attended them in Perfta ; A.C. 522. 
infomuch, that their great mailer Hahcnai , never dared ihew 


academic chief being reproveu 
in a dream, for having dcilroy- 
cd the princely race, began to 
repent of it; and upon confut- 
ing with fome of the other 
JtrwiJb doctors, whether there 
might not be fomc fprout left o 
that family, was told that the 
prince’s daughter was pregnant, 
and not far from her time ; up- 
on which he went immediately 
to her houfe, and never left her 
day nor night, hail or fhine, hot 
or cold, till (he was delivered ; 
and then rook upon him to 
bring up the child, which prov- 
ed a Ion, and was called Zeutra. 
In the mean time, the princely 
dignity being vacant, Papbra , 
who was allied to that houfe, 
bought it of the kigg, and en- 
joyed it, till Zeutra f the right 
heir, was fifteen years old, at 
which time he obtained it of 
that monarch, and Paphra was 
ppt only ftripped of it, but pu- 


niftied with fudden death, for 
having obtained that dignity by 
money. 

(O) The Jews do not tell us 
the occafion of this war j nor is 
it cafy to^uefs /'hether it gave 
rife to the ot rlecution we are 
now fpeakirj of, or whether it 
was undertaken to fupprefs it. 
And as the, are perfons that 
prefer dealing in miracles and 
prodigies, rather than ia exalt 
or regu ar hifiorv, tncy tell us 
that this M'ir had obtained the 
fame miraculous fiery pillar that 
had formerly guided the If- 
radites in the wildernefs, gain- 
ed frequent viftbries over the 
Perjians, and rai fed vail contri- 
butions, till hh> men fuffered 
themfelves to be debauched by 
the Perfian women to commit 
fcveral fins againft their law, 
after which they came to the 
untimely end we have mention- 
ed above. 
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his face, during the fpace of thirty years, that is, during the 
whole time of Cavades's reign m . 

They fared dill worfe under his fucceflor Chofroes the 
great ; whofe favour they had endeavoured to gain, by perfuad- 
ing him to break off his negotiations about a peace with the 
Chofroes ; emperor Juftinian , which was then in great forwardnefs ; 

by promifing to him, that if he would go on with the war, 
they would furnifti him with fifty thoufand men, by whofe 
help he might make himfelf matter of Jerufalem , one of the rich- 
eft cities in the world. The king had fo far given into that trea- 
cherous projeft, that he had broke off all the negotiations 
A .0.589. with the emperor, and made feveral preparations towards 
putting it in execution, when word was brought to him, that 
thofe perfons who had been employed in it had been feized 
and put to death, after having made a full difeovery of the 
defign. He purfued his war however, and with fuccefs his 
frequent inroads into Syria and Palejline f : but that did not 
hinder him from making the Jews fhare in the common cala- 
mities of the war with the reft ; nor from (hutting up all their 
academies in the eaft, which quite extinguifhed their love o( 
learning, whilft their prefent prince, being forced to go into 
Judea , and to exercife a funftion vallly beneath him, the eaft- 
ern Jews were quite deftitute o/chiefs". 

They did, however, recover their liberty before the year 
was at an end, under Honnifdas III. (and the academy of Pun~ 
debit a was again opened under the famed R. Chanan Mchif- 
A.C.589, cha, who became cjiief both of that and of the new fet of 
dottors called Coons , or excellent) and enjoyed it during the 
12 years of his reign ; when that prince was murdered 
by his fon Chofroes XL as we have feen elfewhcre *. This laft 
did not, however, quietly enjoy the fruits of his parricide ; 
his fon Varamcs declared himfelfogainft him, as he had be- 
fore done againft his father, and foon after defeated, drove 
him out of Perfidy and obliged him to feek for fuccour from 
the emperor Mu uric ins, who lent him fome forces and gene- 
rals. Thefe had many a bloody conteft with Varames , who 
, had got aftrong party in the kingdom, and the Jews likewife 
b Chof- * n k* is Interefk Thefe laft, whom the Creek hiftorian ftiles 0 , a 
roes II. faithlefsy unquiet , imperious , turbulent , and implacable nation, 
A.C.615. being then powerful enough in Perfia to Jlir up the fubjefts 
agait]ft their princes, and virulent enough to Jlrengthen the 


rej 

by Hor- 
mifdas. 


m Seder Olam Zutacnm. not. Meieri, vid. 8 c Imbon. Bibliot. 
Rabin, tom. v. p. 46. Ba^nac. ub. fup. 1 . viii. c. 9. + See Anc. 

Hift. vol.xi. p. 122. n Theophan Chronogr. p. 152. * See 

Anc. Hill. ibid. p. 124, X leq. q Theophvl. Simocat. in 
Maur. lib. v. c. 7. Vid. Basnac. ub. fup. $ 7, 
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rebels again ft them . At length Chofroes having the upper hand 
over Varames , made them pay dear for their per tidy. Thofe 
of Antioch weVe the firlt that felt the dire effefts of his refent- Butchered 
ment, when that city (P) was taken by Mebodis the Roman ^ Anti- 
general, who immediately put vaft numbers of them to the och * 
fword, and many more to the moft cruel deaths, reducing 
the reft to the moft deplorable flavery *\ 

C H 0 S R 0 R S y however, was no fopner feated oil the R* conciUJ 
Perjian throne, but he was reconciled to them, and received to Cliof- 
fome fignal fervices from them ; efpecially in the War which roes, 
he waged agayift Phocas % the murderer of Man rictus, wherein 
he made a moft dreadful havock of them both in Syria and Pa- 
h'ftinc, and took the city of Jerufalem f. They feemevento have 
a&ed in concert with him, feeing he was no fooner mafter 
of that metropolis, than he delivered up ail the Chriftians 
prifoners into their hands, though he could not but know 
that they only bought them with a defign of fatiating their 9 °>° 0 ° 
implacable hatred againft them, as they accordingly did, info* 
much, that no lefs than ninety thoufand .of them Were un- ere 
mercifully butchered *by them q . y nm ' 

This is farther confirmed by what Elmakin, and other Attempt on 
Arabian authors add of the Jes^s attempt upon Tyre, at the the city of 
time when Chofroes was befieging Confi antinomic , and all the Tyre/™/* 
forces of Syria and Judea were drawn out to fuccour that trate ^- 
capital. They, taking the advantage of that juncture, had 
combined to murder all the Tyrians, on Eajler-day^ and to 
feize upon that important place, and were aftually come to the 
walls of it, but were ftoutly repulfed by the inhabitants, 
who had had timely notice of their defign. (Jpon this difiip- 
pointment, the Jews difperfed themfelvcs about the country, 
fell foul on the churches of the Chriftians, and burnt a vaft 
number of them; but were at length cut off by the Tyi'inns, 
who fallied out againft, and made a terrible daughter of 
them r . This (hews that they were doing the Perfian king’s 
work, if they were not really Hired by him to it. We have 
feen his fad cataftrophe in a former chapter s . 

We are now come to the 7th century, the beginning of Jews un+ 
Which was fignalized not only by the tranlaftions above-nam- dtr Mo- 


p Id. ibid. *f- See Anc. Hift. vol. xi. p. 1 38, & feq. q Theo- 
PHAN. ub. fup. p. 252. 9 r ElMAK. p. 271. PATRICEHKS.p. 236. 
Hotting. Hift. Orient, lib. i. c. 3. 9 See Anc. Hift. ibid, 

p. 1 39, & feq. 


(P) Not the metropolis of 
Syria , but a new city of that 
name; and fo exactly built after 
its model, by Chofroes I. that 
Mod. Hist. Vol. XIII, 


the inhabitants brought away 
from the old one could hardly 
believe but it was the fame. 

cd. 
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hammed ed, but much more by the appearance of Mohammed on the 
in the jtb ftage of the world. We have given the life and aftions of that 
century, grand impoflor in a preceding volume *, and fhall only exa- 
mine here, what fhare the Jews arc faid to have had in it ; 
who, Theophanes tells us, feeing him appear in fo fplendid se 
manner, began to look upon him as* the Meffiah ; infomuch, 
that many of them exchanged their religion for his ; tho* they 
were foon after mi^ch offended at his eating of camels flefli, 
which is forbid by the Mofaic law ' (Q_). However, the fear 
'Turn a PP ear ^ n S hiconftant, or rather their hopes of receiving 

and all'll ^ omc confiderable advantages from him, andcof having it 
him . more * n t ^ Ic i r po we r t0 nijure the ChrifHans, made them over- 
look that nicety, and continue in his intercfl, as we obferved 
in the laft note. What afliftance they gave him in the form- 
ing of his new religion, w e have already fhewn in the volume 

* V «1 i. paft p. 30, & feq. 1 Vid. Lcvitic. xi. 4. Deut. xir, 
7. See before, vol. iii. p. 155, & fcq. 6 c (D). 

(QJ It feems feme What fur- death. Some have there fore 
priflng, that they, who ft rnplcd fufpc&ed it to be fome enor 
hot to abandon thejr rid law crept intb the text of the hiflo- 
for this new one, Ihould be fo^ r -ian; and if fo, it muff be of old 
fqueamiih at Mo! a mu's rranf- date, fince Cedrenus hath faid 
greifing in fo fntxnli^eraWe a the very fame thing after him. 
point; tho’ it Is no llrange Hut whatever the miitake is, 
thing to meet with fuch con- moll people think it to be means 
trails in mankind, especially of his flight, and not of his 
among the Jews. # But, a? the death. For it is not improba- 
famc author tells us, that they blc, that they who had promifed 
dared not renounce this new themfelves fuch great advan- 
religion, it is likely that their tages under him, might, when 
converflon to it was ra fiber po- they faw him fo reduced by the 
litical than real ; for in flicking * oppofite fadlioir, as to be forced 
flill clofe to him, they not only to fly, be induced to abandon 
tided with the flrongell and mofl him. And accordingly, the Ara- 
profperous, but had thereby an hi an authors boaft that they did, 
opportunity to four and ,exaf- on his firft appearing, fend him 
perate that impoflor againft the twelve of their doctors, to affift 
Chriftians, ^nd bring frelh per- him in the compiling his Alco- 
fecutions againft them: accord- (u); which if true, doth 
ingly our author adds, that they plainly Ihew that they were far 
kept clofe to him till he <was tnur - enough from believing him to 
4ered { xo). ^ be the Mefliah, whatever they 

This laft expreflion hath in- might outwardly pretend, and 
deed fliocked mofl readers $ whatever helps they might af- 
fince it is well known that Mo- ford him in the carrying on his 
kewmed did not die a violent defign. 

( 10 ) Ttnphyl.fuk \ As\ Qh\ ( ii ) Fid* Bib!. Biab. eb. j 'up, 

abov& 
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above quoted : and lhall only obfervp here, that it appears 
from his Koran , that he had read their books, and Was not 
unverfed in their religion and cuftoms ; and as they were 
then very numerous and powerful in feveral parts of Ara- 
bia (R), and had there many flrong caftles and fortrefles, and 
maintained armies under their princes, when he began to lay 
the foundation of his new religion, it is more than probable 
that he took all proper means to engage tjiem in his intereft, 
whilft they, always intent oa their worldly advantage, were 
as eafily induced by his carefTes and promifes to affift him in 
all his views. .But whatever caufe they might afterwards give « . * 

him to dillike them, ibis plain, from the tenor of his writings, e ® 
that he hated and defpifed them ; he calls them betrayers 
and murderers of the prophets, and a people juftly curfed 
of God, for their violation of his fabbaths and laws, and for 
their obftinatc unbelief both of the ancient prophets, and 
of himfelf ; for which he hath curfed them in many places 
of his Koran , aud did at length declare open war againft 
them. 

Tins war was at fir ft began by one of ihe principal Jews, Mates 
named Cjjab, who oppofed all his meafuies, for which reafon <war a - 
Mohammed had given orders^ fomc of his rrien to lay wait gttinft 
for, and Kill him ; upon which he appeared arj' e head of his them- 
nation. Mohammed began with befieging them in the for- 
trefles they held in Hegiafa ; and having obliged them to fur- 
render at diferetion, banifhed them, and gave their wealth to 
his Mojlems. After this Cajab attacked hint near Kaibar , a 
place about four days journey from Med'ma ) in the third 
year after the Hcjra, and was totally routed by him, and 
with great difficulty faved his life by flight, whilft his troops 
were unmercifully butchered by the Mojlems . This did not 
hinder them from trying their fortune more than once againft 
kim ; but they ftill met with the fame ill fuccefs : fo that they 
were forced at length to fubmit to his fuperior force, and to 
become tributary to him, in order to enjoy what they had. 

This yoke, however, proved fo grating to the JeiviJh nation, 
that one of their women refolved to rid them of it, poifon- 
ing him with a joint of mutton ; but the prophet fmelt the 
poifon out, and efcaped the fnare. Many other hoftilities, the 

(R) Particularly in that which to either. *The Greek geogra- 
was known by the name of He - phers, who have joined it to the 
giafa ; which word fignifies fe- latter, had neither rightly con- 
paration, becaufe it was fituat- fidered its fituaiion nor barren- 
cd between Arabia Dejerta and nefs ; and it is to that canton 
Arabia Felix, without belonging the city of Mecca belongs. 

P 2 
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Arabian authors mention, between the Jews and Mojlems ", 
not worth mentioning ; and the former, being convinced to 
their coft of the great fuccefs of that falfe prophet, as 
well as of the feverity of his yoke, they have applied to him 
the vifion of Daniels ftatue whofe feet were partly iron, and 
partly clay ; whence they inferred that the Mefliah was not to 
appear till after the foundation of that empire, fince he is 
there prefigured by the ftone cut out without hands, which 
was to deftroy aftd put an end to it x . All which fliews 
that there could be nofuch combination between die Jews and 
Mohammed and his difciples, as they have been charged with. 
Let us now fee how they fared undjr his fuccpftbrs, during 
the reft of this 7 th century. 

After the conqueft of Pcrfia by Omar II.Khalif after Mo- 
hammed, the Jews under that monarchy not only became 
fubjc£t to the Saracens , but very often changed their matters, 
both by the fwift fucceflion of thofe monarchs, and the 
rapidity of their conquefts in the caft, and yet wc do not find 
that their condition was at all altered for the woife, except 
that they fhaied in the common misfortunes which thofe 
conquerors brought into every province they fubdued. We 
even find them making great rejoicings upon Omar's having 
overthrown Ifdegert , and frfzed upon his dominions (S), as 
well as at evtf y fuccefs which either he or his fuccefTors had 
againft the Chritlians ; efptcially as they found thefe new 
conquerors more mild and friendly towards their nation, fp 
that they foon fcegan to enjoy the full liberty not only of 


"Set Vatiier. Hift. Mahometan, lib. i. p. 6, & feq. De Ge- 
nerat. Machumet Iat.cdit. ab Herman Dalmata. SufFrata. 49. 
p. 265. Hotting. Hift. Orient, lib. ii. c. 2. w Daniel ii. 31, 
& feq. * Tbid verf. 34. . 


(St) And well they might, if 
that prince, thelaft of the Per - 
fan kings, had, as they pre* 
tend (1 2), either began or car- 
ried on fuch a bloody perfecu. 
tion againft them, and had 
caufed all their academies to 
be ft vit up, as we have lately 
hinted. But this was not the 
only occafion of their joy ; the 
vaft fuccefs of thofe princes, 
great enemies of the Chriftians, 

(12) Put. Solemn Ben. Virg £. 5, 
Bed a in Luc . 25. 


and the demolifting of their 
Churches, could not but flatter 
their hopes of feeing them in 
time reduced. They have been 
moreover accufed of having in- 
(ligated the Mojlems againft 
them ( 1 3), by which they fo far 
ingratiated themfelves to thofe 
new conquerors, as to recover 
all the privileges they had loft 
under the Perfans . 

( r 3) Paul Discon . Nijl, lib. XYii. f. 3 f2. 


" their 
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their religion, but of opening their academies, and reftoriug 
them to their flourifliing condition. They mention indeed 
fome (harp difputes which they had with theKhalif Alt, about 
the many faflions into which his feft, tho* of fo (hoi t {landing, 
was already divided, which that Khalif retorted, by reminding 
them of their feveral idolatries, immediately after their mira- 
culous pafling of the Red Sea . However, this did not hinder - r 

that prince from protefting them, as they had taken care * \ jf ree Jar 
to fecure his favour by the homage they paid to him (T). We j om 0 f rtm 
arc indeed told that the Jews, who pretended then to deal tigion,Scc. 
in aftrology and magic, had proitfifed Tezid, the fon of Hafan , 
then on the throne, aiflia wicked prince, a forty years teign, 
if he would deflroy all the images within his dominions ; 
but that his accepting the condition raifed fuch a powerful 
party of faints in heaven, that they obtained a fentence of 
death againft him. Upon which his fon was going to revenge 
the cheat, and his father’s death, upon them, but that they 
retired betimes into the Roman territories, and fo efcaped 
his refentment y . But there is a manifeft anachronifm in that 
ftory, to fay nothing* worfe of it, finceTezid died A . C. 683 ; 
whereas, according to the author lall-named, the edift againft 
images did not come out till thV£e years after, that is. An. 686. 

Befides, it is fo far from probable that the. JcwiJh nation 
fuffered under Tezid, or any of his immediate fucce/Tors, that, 
on the contrary, they lived in fuch liberty and quiet under 
them, that their prince, or chief of the captivity, enjoyed as 
great an authority as if he had been their fcal king (U) : and 

the 

y Bartoloc. ub. fup. tom. iv. p. 464.. Maimbourg. Hift. 

Xonoclait. lib. i. 

(T) They tell us that R . lfaac , Ferftan ; unlefs we will fuppofe 
one of their moll famed Gaons , that our author hath named the 
who went to pay his homage to one for the other; for Omar was 
him on his defeat of the Ferfian no lefs a favourer of the Jews 
king, was not only well receiv- than Ali , even by their own ac- 
ed, but raifed by him to fome count, tho’ he afterwards obliged 
high dignity (14I, and that the thofe that remained in Arabia to 
Khalif bellowed one of theprin- pay him a tribute (2 5), and upon 
cefles of Perjta, his captives, on their refufal expelled them out 
Bcftcnar $ the then chitf of the of it. • 
captivity. But there feems to (U) We took notice lately of 
be a grofs miftake in this ; 'viz. their academies being again 
that it was Omar , and not his opened and flourilhing; and wc 
fucceffor Ali, that defeated the are farther told, tti.it the con- 


(14) Gants Tmmathif. 123. (1 5) Fatt tr IhJI Malmjib.t. 
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and tile- the fame may be faid of thofe that dwelt in Egypt and Sy- 
€i nfe tbn/eria z , which was then under the Ommiades , whole family was 
of Egypt. no lefs friendly to th cjeu'ijh nation. 

But it is now time to turn our eyes to thofe in the weft, 
under the Roman emperors, at Conjlantinople , Africa , Italy , 
Spain, France , &c. during the 6th and 7th centuries, which 
weehufe to join together, to avoid bieaking oft the thread of 
their hiftory. The lirft caufc of complaint which the emperor 
JvJlinian , who affefled to judge of moll affairs relating to re- 
Tuftini- ligton, gave them, was his edift which forbad them to cele- 
in's edit* brate their pullover according to their own calculation, and 
againjl enjoined them to keep it at the fame # time witli r the Chrifti- 
iktm . ans a . This was no more than wc are told he did to the latter, 

whom he obliged to follow his new calculation, which caufed 
no lefs confufion amongll them b ; blit only the Jews, always 
tenacious of their old wjiy, refented it at a higher rate (W). 

They 

* \id. Pasnac. ub. fup. lib viii. c. 10. §13. * Prqcop. 

J-Iift. Arc. c. 28. b Thlophan. ad Juft. q.n. ir;. 

pourfc to them was fuch, that hath been faid is fufficient tp 
for want of matters tlvjy had^ ihew that the Jews were in a 
been obliged to r raife a weaver, flourifhing condition under the 
who had applied himfclf to the iirft Khaiifs. 
ftudy of the layv, to the dignity (W) A late ciitic, often quot- 
of prcfeflbr at Sora ; foon after ed in this work, rightly ob- 
which the Gaons bpgan to rc- ferves fome great mitlake in the 
ftore learning to its ancient year and occasion of this edift, 
luftrc. Several of them became as mentioned by Ihcofhanes and 
famed for their Ikill in phyfic, Nicef boras ; and thinks that the 
39 well as divinity \ and R. Aa- emperor lengthened the Lent 
rest) a prietl of Alexandria , did , fait by or.p week, bccaufe 
thei\ publilh his Paudefis, or Eajler on that year fell on the 
'Frecfure of Remedies, which was famp day with the Chriftian* 
foon after translated into Arabic and Jews ; fo that according to 
by Maffergiuffe, another Jewifb him, he made that change ip 

S hyfician, in greait repute at the the former only, to prevent 
Lhalif’s epurt. Ua coinciding with that of the 

Some make this laft to have latter : but as his conjecture 
flourilhwd in the itign of Hera not only contradicts the two au- 
clius, and the khahfate of Mer- thors above. mentioncd,but like- 
wan I ; but abfurdly ; feeing wife by Ftoeopixs's account, we 
thofe two princes wej*e not co- Ih^ll leaVe them as we find them, 
temporary, and the latter reign- There is ftill another diHicul- 
edndt till the 68th year of the ty in the account of that edift, 
Jftjra, or flight of Mohamned, the lall-namcd author, and his 
which anfwers to the year of annotator, <:•/*. that it forbad 
Cbrift 684. However, what the Jews eating of the pafchaj 

r lamb 
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They had foon after a more fevere edift againft them, by 
•which that emperor deprived them of feveral privileges ; as 
firft, of being admitted by the magiftrates as evidence againft 
the Chriftians. Secondly, of making wills, and bequeathing 
legacies : to which fome add, that of bringing up their chil- 
dren in their religion, who were, inftead of that, to be cate- 
chifed, and brought up Chriftians ; tho’ this laft is much to 
be queftioned. He likewife deprived thofe of Afric of the ex- j„ Afric 
ercife of their religion, at the requeft ofrthe council of Car- fuppre£\d, 
thagc ; and fent orders to his prefeftus pretoris there to turn A.C. 530. 
all their fynagogues into churches, and to relirain them from 
performing a*ny religious duties in caverns c (X). 

• These 

C Procop. de iEdif. lib. v* c. 2. p. 1 10, & feq. 

lamb on that folemnity, under pulous and wealthy, notwith- 

f reat penalties ; for the Jews llanding their vicinity to the 
id never eat it out of JeruJa - Moors . However, Jufiinian % 
lem *. So that it feems to re- orders were fo punctually exe- 
late only to thofe who lived in cuted, that the^ivj were moft- 
the neighbourhood of that city, ly converted, and their fyna- 
or perhaps rather to the Sama - gogue turned into a church 5 
ritans feated about Mount Ga y^ after which the emperor caufed 
rizim, either of which might the city to be fortified with ftout 
think they might privately eat walls (16). * 

it. This century is very fertile 

(X) This was more particu- in miracles, which were wrought 
larly put in execution in the ci- for the converfion of Jews and 
ty of Borium , feated at the foot Heathens; lomeof which are of 
of a ridge of mountains, which too puerile a nature to deferve 
make the boundary of Pentapo - a place in a work like this, 
its on the weft. Its fituation was fuch as thofe wrought by one 
firong by nature, becaufe the # Simon , an ideot of the city of 
-accefs to it was inclofed by the* Emejfa ; which yet failed not to 
mountains above-mentioned, work their effeft on thofe bnbe- 
which had only a narrow paf- lievers, if we may credit the 
fage to it. It was filled with authors that have recorded 
Jews, who had now made it them (17). But we (hall men- 
their retreat, and lived in it un- tion a very remarkable one 
molefted and tax-free. They which happened at Conftantino- 
had there a (lately ftruClure pie, becaufe it will give a light 
which theyftyled a temple, and to fome part of the hiftory of 
pretended to be as old as Solo- thofe times. 
man, which (hews that they muft It was, it feems, the cuftom 
have been fettled there a confi- then, after the communion was 
derable time, and were very po- over at church, to call in the 

• D* hoc viJ. voJ. iii. p. 20, fey* 382, bf, G? notes* (16) Procop, ub> 
pup* (17J Evagf,ltb, iv. c. 36. adan.Cbr , 552, 

p 4. children 
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These edifts, which were by the Jews looked upon as a 
kind of perfection, failed not, as ufual, to produce a more 
than ordinary difcontent ; which by degrees ripenqd into re- 
volts, as foon as a proper opportunity offered. The firft of 
them was raifed accordingly by one Julian , who fet up for 
J fa 7/ c the Meffiah, and drew after him many of the Jews of Palejline > • 
n who were in great hopes of him, from the title of conqueror 
Paleftine, j ie took, and the great appearance he made ; and who 

5 j c * having armed all his'foilowers, led them againfl the Chrif- 
tians. Thefe, being fe«irlcfs of any humilities from the op- 
preffed J' ;vs at that time, were flaughfered by them in great 
numbers , tiil at length the emperor tent Jais force., againlt, and 
fuppretlcd them ; they fighting rather like wild deiperadoes 
than like regular troops. Their leader being taken, was im- 
mediately pnt to death, which foon ended the revolt (Y) 11 . 

Much 

Paul Diacon. Pnmvi*. Malala,&c. ub. fup. 

children to cat what remained father, refnfing t? follow their 
of the toniecrated bread. A example, was crucified in one of 
JtniijZ boy being one day a- the fuburbs of that metropolis, 
mong them, wen: in and took , ,J I hus far our author ( 8) , after 
part wi:h them; and being quef- whom Beda telis much the Tame 
T.ont'd by hib father, about hi; * flory, only he lemoves the feene 
not coming ib foon as ufual, and from Confiantiv.oplc to Rome, as 
having ownd the true caufc of well as the time from Jujliman 
it, that unnatuial p^ient threw to that of Theodi>Jius the young- 
him into a burning oven, where cr ( 1 9). 

he kept him three daw ihutup. ( Y) This ftory is differently 

At length the mournful mother, related by another chronolo- 
who had fought for him far and ger (20 , who tells us that the 
near, happening to name his Samaritans having had fome 
name, in a kind of lamenting fkirmifhes with the Chriftians 
tone, near the oven’s mouth, at Naploufe their capital, in 
the boy anfwered to it; and which they had burnt fome of 
being taken out, told her that their houfes, zvaljujiinian hav- 
a fine lady, cloathed in purple, ing caufed their governor to be 
had faved him both from being put to death, for not having 
burned and ilarved. The em- timely fupprefled them, they 
reror being informed of it, fent grew fo defperate, as to chufe 
for the mother and child, who ons Julian, a captain of banditti, 
were both baptifed. The boy to be their king, and fell foul 
was brought up and became a upon thd Chriftians, overthrew 
clergyman, and the mother a their churches in feveral parts 
deaconefs ; whilit the obitinate of the province, maffacred 

(18 ) JH ibid. f>. 412, <fc? feq. (19) CoVeSl. ad Fin . (20) M dial a Cbron. Hijl. 
Qbrcrtol. tom. xi. p. 181* aUud Bajnug titft. det 'Juifs, l. ii, f. 8. § I. /, viii. e. 12, 

vas, 
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Much filch another happened at Cajarca % about twenty- Jews re- 
five years after ; in which the Samaritans and Jews, though volt at 
mortal enemies to each other, as we have had frequent occa- Caefaret, 
fions to (hew, did yet join forces againft the Chriftians, demo- A ’ C * 55 S- 
liftied their churches, maflacred great numbers of them, and 
particularly the governor in his own palace c . His lady, having 
happily efcaped their fury, fent word to JuJlinian of all that 
happened ; who immediately fent Adamant ins thither to take 
full information of the fafts ; which being conveyed to court, 
with all their aggravations, the richer Jews had their goods 
confifcated, great numbers of thofe who had haa a hand in the 
revolt werej^eheaded^rbanifhed, and their execution perform- 
ed with luch feverity as made the reft of the JewiJh nation 
tremble, and prevented for a time their taking up arms againft 
the Chriftians (Z). 

Tiify did however join with the Goths in Italy againft Help to de- 
Jufiinian , and his general Belifariits ; efpecially at the city ofyWNa- 
Naples , which the latter was then befieging (A), and in which pl es » 

they 


* Id. ibid. P. Vanfrep. Hid. in Bibliot. Max. patr. tom. xiii. 
p. 376. Cedren, Apnal. p. 3^6. 


nas 9 bilhop of Naploufe, cut hi$ 
clergy into mince meat, and 
fried it with their relics, and 
committed many other diforders 
of the like kind, where-everthey 
came ; infomuch that people 
were afraid to travel, till the re- 
volt was quelled by the empe- 
ror’s troops. 

Among the other exploits 
which Julian did at that capital, 
having entered it when they 
were performing their races and 
games, hefethimfelf upas judge 
of the prizes; and Nicias having 
gained one, and applying to him 
for it, he afked him what his re- 
ligion was, and finding that he 
was a Chriftian, immediately 
cut off his head, as . unworthy 
of the crown ; but being 
foon after defeated and taken 
his head was likewife taken off, 
and fent to the emperor, toge- 
ther with the crown he had on. 
Twenty thoufand of his troops 


were (lain upon the fpot ; the 
reft retired to Mounts Garizzim , 
Arparizim , and other mountain- 
ous parts of Trachonitis ; and 
about 2o,<foo of the young pri- 
foners were fold for (laves, and 
fent into Perfia and India . 

(Z) Some modern hiftorians 
make this fecond revolt againft 
JuJlinian to have been loon af- 
ter followed by a third ; *but as 
neither the Greek authors, who 
would hifrdly have omitted it, 
nor Paul the deacon, from 
whom they pjetendto quote it, 
mention any thing of it ; it is 
more likely that they had 
fmarted too much in the fecond, 
to have been fo quickly drawn 
into a third. 

(A) *That general having 
quitted the Vandals in Aftie , 
and recovered the facred JewiJh 
veflels, which Titus had carried 
fiomjerujalm to Rome , and Gen - 
zrmhad feized on at the lacking 
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they fought moft defperatcly againft him, as being fully con- 
vinced that they mull expert no mercy from him ; for whilft 
the citizens were deliberating about a furrendcr, and had 
drciTed up the articles of capitulation, the friends of th o Goths 
came todifl’uade them from it ; and, to do it the more effertu- 
;tlly, had brought with them a number of JewiJb merchants, 
to allure them, that if they held out, they ihould want neither' 
provifions nor ammunition of any kind : by which means'lhe- 
iiege being prolonged, and that general being forced to lofe 
a great number of his men, was the more exafperated againft 
them. Other particulars of this fiege being foreign toourpre- 
fent point, have been feen in a former part*. What farther 
relates to the Jews , is, tha^ they defended that part of the 
town which is towards the fca, even after the other part 
was furrendered to the befiegers. They were however forced 
to do the fame ; and tho’ we are told that Bclifarms tried 
all proper means to infpire his foldicrs with fentiments of 
clemency, yet whether they did not believe him in earned, or 
were too much exafperated to liftcn to him, a horrid daughter 
trxrUy was made of the belieged, in which the Jevjs were treated with 

ituschercd. greater cruelty than any of the reft f , and were horribly but- 
chered, without diliinrtion of age, fex, or quality. This 
dreadful feverity quelled them Tor a time, and we hear of 
neither revolt nor perfecution during the two fubfequent 
reigns. Perhaps alfo they bought their peace by dint of 
money, efpecially from Mauritius , who was then engaged 
in a troublefome war againft the Avari. But under the 
Cruelties tra * tor ^qq as ^ ie Y a uioft bloody infurrertion at Anti* 
4tt Anti- where they were very populous and wealthy ; in which 
och, A.C. l he Chriftians, who proved too weak to withftand them, fuf- 
602. 

* See Anc. Hilt. vol. xix. p, 564, & (H). { Procop. Bell. 

Geth.lib. i.c. 8,& feq. p. 329, & ieq. 

of that metropolis, Juftinian not to be laid up in any other 
had ordered them to be convey- place but that, for the ufe of 
ed to Conftantinople , to adorn which Solomon had confecrated 
his general's triumph. The them ; and added, that it was 
fight of them * which could not on their account that Rome had 
but remind the Jews of that been taken by Genxeric , and 
capital of the fad catallrophe Genzerie had been vanquiihed 
of their city and temple, made by the Romans . This fpeech 
(o lively an impreflion cm one of was foon brought to the empe- 
them, that he could not forbear ror, who looking on the Jeny 
.crying out, as if he had been as divinely infpired, immedi- 
feized with a fudden enthuii- ately ordered them to bp con- 
afm, that thofe veflels ought veyed to Jerufaltm (21). 

( 21 ) BtU Vandal* hb,\u c. 9. f>. 255. 

• f^red 
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fered the moil horrid cruelties ; great numbers were burnt in 
their own houfes ; others, where-ever they met them, were 
thrown into the flames ; and the bifhop Anajlafius, not the 
firft, as Nicepboras hath miftaken him g , but the iecond of tha* 
name, and his immediate fucceflor, treated with the moft 
barbarous indignities ; for, not content to have him dragged 
along the ftreets, they cut off his privities, and clapt them in 
his mouth ; and, after having made a difmal fpeftade of 
him through the ftreets of the place, fifing him into the fire. 

They were however, with great difficulty, fuppreficd by 
count Bonofits , whom Phocas fent with a fuflicient force 
againft thejn, and rn^de to undergo a condign punifhment \ Converted 
And thofe, that came off eafieft, were baniftied, and fent Cyprus, 
away mangled and maimed. By this time they were again A.C. 606. 
grown very numerous in the ifland of Cyprus, notwithftand- 
ing Adrian's fevere edi6t againft their even fetting foot in it, 
even as travellers. And it was abour four years after the 
maffacre at Antioch, that the good Cyprian bifhop Leontius , 
fearing perhaps the fame fate from them, refolved, if pofli- 
ble, to convert them to Chriftianity ; and fuccceded fo well 
in it, if we may depend upon his apology to be genuine, that 
the far greater part of them were baptized by him 

We find them very num&ous and quiet in Italy, where Their quiet 
pope Gregory the Great, who reigned abuift this time, ex- ftate under 
horted his clergy and flock to ufe them with candour and Gregory 
tendernefs, feeing, as he himfelf believed and alledged, they t * lc Great, 
were all to be recalled, and become a confiderable part of 
Chrift’s fold k ; for which reafon, faief he, they muft be 
brought into the unity of the faith by genrie means, fair per- 
fuafions, and charitable advice, and not by force which is ra- 
ther apt to difguft them. Accordingly, we read of fevcral 
remarkable converfions wrought among them, and fome of 
{hem attended with circumftances not much Ihort of* being 
miraculous, though we forbear repeating them here J. That Laws a - 
pontif not only blamed the untimely zeal of fome bifliops 
againft them, but even of fome of their new converts, par- them . 
ticularly that of one of the latter, who went and planted a 
crofs and the virgin’s imgge in their fynagogue*; and which 
he ordered to be taken away, alledging, that, fince the laws 
flo not permit them to build new fynagogues, they ought to 
• 

8 Hill. lib. xviii. c. 44. h See Anc. Hill. vol. xvii. p. 1 6, & 
feq. Zonar. Annal. tom. iii. Paul Diacon. hill. lib. xvii. 

I Lbont. Epifc. Neapol. Cypr. apol. cont. Jud. ail. concil. 

N»c. ii. can. 4. h Greg. lib. iv. ind. 1 3. epill, 50. lib. vii. 
epi ft. 24, 1 Id. ibid. lib. i. cpill, 34. dialog, lib. iii. c. 7. 


be 
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be allowed the free ufe of their old ones (B). He not only 
revived the old edifts againft their having Chriftian (laves, 
which had been long iince (hamefully neglefted, but ordain- 
ed, that all the JewiJI) domcftics, that fliould take refuge in 
the churches, and be baptized, (hould, iffo fafto, become 
free (C). 

Change un- Thejr condition alteied much for the worfe foon after ; 
der Hera- that is, as foon as the emperor Heraclius had concluded a 
clius, peace with Perjia , by which the crofs of Chrift, formerly 
A.C. 628 taken by them, had been reftored to him, and fent to Jem - 
falem ; of which we have fpoken more fully in a former part *. 
Jt plainly appears, from his own words, that he hated the 
JcvjiJh nation, becaufe they were enemies of Chrift and his 
religion. But what gave him the fir ft handle againft them, 
was his meeting with one at Tiberias , named Benjamin , fo 
wealthy as to have alone furnifhed his army and court with 
provilions ; and fo elated on that account, that he had plagued 
the Chriftians with rroublcfome law-fuits and malicious profe- 
Reaf ms of cutions. Benjamin , fearing his refentment, found no better 
his perfe- expedient to avoid if, than turning Chriftian ; but this did 
r * t,n g not lellen his aver lion to the nation, whom he foon after 
them. Cci nfed to be banifhed out of Jem fa fern, with a fevere prohi- 
bition againft any of them coming thenceforth within three 
miles of that city. 

But what more effectually exafperated him againft them, 
was an anfwer given him by fome of his foothfayers, whom 
he had confulted about rhe fate of the empire, that he would 
be undone by a circumciled nation ; for when he came to 
confidcr how numerous and powerful they were in mod parts 


* Anc. Hift. vol. xi. p. 140. vol. xvii. p. 21, & feq. 


(P>) It appears by this, that 
the former edicts of the empe- 
ror Tueodojius were Hill kept in 
force againft them, notwith- 
ftanding that pontif $ clemency 
towards them. He likewife 
inforced another, againft 
their having Chriftian Haves ; 
alledgiog, that it would be a 
dishonour to Chriftianity to be 
fnbjedf to Judatjm ; and order- 
ed, that thofe tfftlt Ifad been 
fold for fuch, Ihould be releafed 
without any farther ranfom, fuch 
a traffic having been lung ftnee 
forbid by the imperial laws. 


• (C) Some of the prelates, par- 
ticularly Januarius, then biftiep 
oi Cagliari, had, it feems, till 
then, followed a more laudable 
method and example, <viz. either 
of fending fuch runaway (laves 
back to their mafter, as St. Paul 
had Onefmm to Philemon , or of 
buying their liberty with the 
church’s money. But Gregory 
would n,ot fuffer the church's 
wealth to be employed to any 
fuch purpofe, feeing their con- 
verfion made them free without 
any further confutation (2a). 


(it.) Greg, lib, iii, 8, 


of 
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of the empire, what frequent efforts they had made to reco- 
ver their liberty, and what bloody revolts they had raifed 
againft the Chriftians at divers times and places ; he no longer 
doubted but they were the circumcifed meant by the fouth- 
fayers ; and, confequcntly, that the molt elfeftual means of 
preventing its accomplifhment, was to pcrfecute and oblige 
them to abjure Judaifm ; little dreaming, that the Saracens , 
who are alio circumcifed, and not the Jews, were the people 
who were to overthrow the empire. • 

He did not think it fufficient to pcrfecute them in his do- Their fad 
minions, but endeavoured to have the fame done in Caul , cafe in 
Spain , and ‘other kingdoms ; and made it one of the princi- Spain 
pal conditions of tffe peace he made with Sizibut , king of 
Spain, that he (lionld oblige them either to abjure Judaifm 
and be baptized, or to abandon the kingdom ; and that mo- 
narch made no difficulty to confent to it ; and, without con- 
sulting aiiy of his biffiops, as Marianna words it, engaged in 
an aclion which was contrary to the Chriftian religion ; and, 
in fpite of all their remonftranccs, caufcd the principal among 
them to be flung igto prifon, where, having languiffied a con- 
liderable time, one part of them turned Chriftians, to avoid 
the grievous punifliments to which they had been condemn- 
ed ; and the reft retired irt$p Gaul , where Heraclius made ° n 
them undergo the fame fate (D). His zeal however was 
highly difconunended, not only by Ifulor, biffiop of Sevil % 
who was, in other refpefts, a great admirer of that prince 


m Isidor. Hifpal. Chron. Gothor. p. f(o2, Vid. & Solom. 
Ben. virg. Sheveth Jehudah. p. 93, & feq. 


(D) The Jews, who call that 
prince Sifeboc , tell 41s, that they 
urged againft him the example 
of JoJhua y who did not con- 
ftrain the Canaanites to be cir- 
cumcifed, but only to obferve 
the precepts of Noah (23), of 
which we have formerly fpoken 
(*). But were anfwered, that Jo - 
fhua did as he then thought beft; 
but that now the cafe was dif- 
ferent ; and, though men ought 
to be left at their liberty, whe- 
ther or no they will accept of a 
temporal advantage, yet, with 
refpedt to thofe which are of a 


fpiritual nature, they ought to 
be forced to embrace them, as 
a child is to learn his duty, 

He accordingly ufed fetch vi- 
olent means as obliged them, if 
not to be fincere converts, at 
lead to pretend to be fuch. His 
fucceftors followed his example, 
and a new law was made, that 
thofe, who did not turn Chrifti- 
ans immediately after the pub- 
lication of it, fliould be publicly 
whipped, and receive a hundred 
ladies" fuffer confifcation of all 
their goods, and be banilhed 
the kingdom (24). 


(23) Solom, Ben, virg*. S bevel b Jebulob % ub, Juf>. (*) *S’v H ft vqu 

1 15, &fe<j, and n An (G) (Hj, (24')' LegciKfgoth. Id. tit. 3 l . 3. 

• . but 
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but likcwifc by the fourth council of Toledo , in which he pre- 
fided •, which declared it unlawful and unchriftian to force 
people to believe, feeing, it is God alone who hardens and 
Jbcws mercy to whom he will . However, there was one claufe 
or regulation in it very derogatory to fo pious a declaration, 
feeing it obliged thefeTorced converts to continue in the faith 
and communion of the church, in which they had been par- 
takers of the facraments; and which they could not fwerve 
from without manifeft fcandal to it \ There might indeed 
be but too much reafon for fucli a claufe, feeing it was now 
common with the Jews to play fall and loofe, to become 
converts, and judaize again as foon as jhey had an opportu- 
nity. However, the next Toledan council, which fat about 
five years after, was fo far from condemning the violence 
ufed again ft them, that they highly commended their mo- 
narch’s (Sciuntila) zeal, and blefled God for infpiring him 
with it, ratified the laws he had made againft the Jews, de- 
creed, that, from thenceforth, no king Ihould mount the 
throne, till he had taken a folemn oath to obferve them, and 
concluded, with an anathema againft thofe that fhould violate 
them. This decree was fo punctually executed by the fuc- 
, cceding princes, and fuch fevcrc laws made againft the recu- 
fant Jews, that they chofc to conform rather than incur the 
penalties. But as thofe forced convcrfions were nothing lefs 
than finccre, and great numbers were obferved to judaize 
again, and a new council was convened by king Recefuinthus 
to put a ftop to that ahufc, the Jews , on their part, refolved 
to avoid the ill con leq 11 onces of it, by fending a letter to that 
monarch, in the name of all their brethren then in Spain , 
^protefting, that, though they had till then diflembled, being 
neither altogether Jews, nor thoroughly converted, yet they 
were now fully refolved to become fmcere profeflors, and 
wholly to conform to the laws of the Gofpel (E). This fo- 


Act. concil. Tclet. iv. fub an. 633. c. lvii. Sc feq. tom. v. 


p. 17.9. 

(E) Among other plaufible 
promifes, they engaged to avoid 
all commerce and 'intermarri- 
ages with thofe that were un- 
baptized, to obferve no longer 
the Sabbath, and the circumci- 
fingof their children ;'and, if 
they could not be brought to eat 
fwine’s fleih, as having con- 
traded a natural reludnnce to 
it, through culiom and educa- 


tion, they would not fcrnple to 
eat any meat that was drefTed 
with it. Laftly' they engaged 
to Hone or burn all thofe that 
aded contrary to this promife ; 
or, if his majefty thought fit to 
grant them their lives, they con- 
tented that they (hould be 
doomed to perpetual flavery, 
with the conlifcaiion of all their 

learn 
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lernn proteft became the more fufpe&ed as it promifed fo fair, 
and was looked upon, both by the king and council, as de- 
fined only to prevent the penalties being infftfted againft 
thofc that had relapfed ; for their behaviour was quite oppo- 
fite to it, they ftill making open profeflion of JudaiJm , and 
publickly attacking Chriftianity (F) ; infomuch that Ervigius j u y lSin \ 
was obliged to order Julian , then archbi (hop of Toledo , to & 0D & 
write againft them ; which he did accordingly, and with gainft 
great ftrength and fuccefs °, in a learnetl treutife, which he them, 
publilhed a little before the clofe of the feventh century. A.C.686. 

EG ICAjooa after preferred a complaint to tine famej CWS/ - w 
Toletan coiyicil agaiijft the Jews, who, he lays, had com- Gaul, 
bined with thofe of Africk againft him. That prince added, A.C. 503, 
that the iufeftion had Ijpread itfelf through all the provinces of 
the Spanijb monarchy > and, that though it had not yet reached 
France and Italy , it was not therefore the lefs deferring of 
their ferious attention. Whereupon it was there decreed, 
that all the Jews Ihould be deprived of their privileges, and 
declared perpetual (laves ; that rheir effe&s fliould be confif- 
cated, and their children taken from them, and brought up 
by the Chriftians (G). This fevere edift however, they did, 
in all probability, elude, as ufual, by a timely baptifm ; for 
we do not read of any that fu'jfcred on its account. 

Those 


• Jul. Tolet. cont. Jud. 1 . i. Bibl. Rabbin, p. 122, & feq, 
lib. iu. p. 1 39, & feq. 


(F) They objected, among 
other things, that Chrift was not 
come in the fixth millenary, 
which had been pointed out Tor 
his appearance ; to which the 
archbifhop gave a mod learned 
anfwfer out of the writings of the 
prophets, and proved to them, 
that Chrid was born at the time 
refixed by them ; and, upon 
is reminding them, that they 
were now expelled out of the 
promifed land, without kings, 
pried, facrifice, or altar, all 
which, he urged, were abolifh- 
ed according to their exprefs 
redi&ion, they replied, as they 
ad long before done, that they 
had dill a king of the race of 


David, who reigned in fomc 
corner of the cad; but which 
they not being able to make 
out, was juftly rejected as a 
forgery. 

(G) This plainly corffutcs, 
what Luke de *[udcla affirms, that 
the Jews did not get footing 
into Spain till the reign of Vi- 
tiza, who invited them thi- 
ther, fince this prince was the 
fon of Evica above-mentioned, 
who obtained that decree againft 
them. It (hews befides, that 
they had been fettled the:e fome 
ages before this time. 

It hkewife proves a more 
material error in another au- 
thor (25), who makes Vitiza to 


(*5) 7 a< ' covpcnd, hlfi . Juj lib. i.'i. c. 8. 


have 
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Confpir&a- Those of Gaul, If any were fo early fettled there, made fo 
gninjl the obfcure a figure, that \ye ftiould not have known of any there* 
Goths. but for feme edifrs of Conjlantine the Great , which mention 
them in Bclgic Gaul P ; and it is not till the fixth century 
that hiftorians begin to fpeak of them ; about which time 
mention is made of their having intended a falfe accufation 
againft Cafarius, bifhop of Arles , for being in the intereft of 
the Franks , then laying fiege to it, and having engaged to 
deliver up that city to them ; upon which the bifhop was 
fetched from his palace in order to have been thrown into 
the Rhofne\ but was miraculoufly preferved, and brought back 
privately to his palace. The Jews, believing huji dead, ap- 
plauded their perfidy againft him ; and one of them, undei* 
pretence of throwing a ftone into the befiegers trenches, fent 
them an invitation to fcalc the walls on that fide which was 
guarded by the Jews ; and promifing to deliver up the city 
to them, on condition they fhould be exempted from being 
plundered. The letter being found out by the next morning, 
difeovered the treafonablc defign of the Jews , as 'well as the 
innocence of the biftiop q . This circivnftance ftiews, that 
they were by this time in no fmall credit, feeing they were 
allowed, even during a fiege, to take upon them the guard 
of one part of the city (H). * 

• As 

p De his vid. Grec. Turonenf. tom. ii. * Vid. Fragment, 
de morib. & gcil. F rancor, tom. i. p. 232. Cyprian, ap. Mabill. 
i p. 602. Basj?ao. ub. flip. c. xiih 

have reigned abou: an . 520, and who was as ftrenuous for Arian - 
Sijibut about five years fooner, ifm . And a late hiftorian and 
teeii'g the latter reigned at the critic hath been highly cenfured 
beginning, and the other about *by the Roman Catholicks for 
the ehd, of the feveuth century, having queflioned his inno- 
How could lie then place them cence (26)* All that we need 
fo near one another in the be- fay about it, is, that if the Jews 
ginning of the fixth ? and the good bifhop had been 

(H) We lhall not trouble our in the fame intereft, it is alto- 
readers with 4 an enquiry, how far gether improbable, that they 
the perfidy of the Jl ws will clear would have turned his accufers, 
the bifhop from it ; for though that they would have been fo 
he was, in other refpefts, a man zealous to have him taken ofF, 
of great merit, yet, beijig a zea- or fo fall of joy when they 
lous orthodox, he might be more thought him drowned in the 
inclined to C/o-vis> lung of the Rhojhe . And this alone will go 
Frank j, than to the Gothijh king, farther to clear that excellent 

(a6) Bajnag, kiji. ui. fup. hk, v.ii, cap, 13. §. 14, 


prelate. 
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As foon as the Romans had been driven out of Gaul \ and the Edith 
Vifigoths been fuppreflcd in it, we find divers regulations made agawjl 
by the councils there, relating to the Jews ever-fince the 
reign of Clovis, the firft king of the Franks ; one in parti- Se- 

cular under ChiLivbcrt, to whom that crown was fallen by 
lot, which forbad them to appear in the ftreets of Paris , 
from Thurfday in the holy week to Eqjlcr Sunday ; which 
fhows, that they were by that time fettled either in that city, 
or in fome of its fuburbs (I). The fame*was likewifc done 
by the Council of Orleans in the very fame year ; from which 
one may conclude, they were difperfed in fevcral other parts 
of France . They were ftill more numerous in Languedoc, ^ q 
whence Berreol, bi(hop # of Ufez, was baniflied upon their ac- ^erfituted 
count. His extreme defire of converting them had betrayed a t Ufez; 
him into fuch a familiarity with them, as had rendered him 
fufpetted at court, where he was forced to go and juftify him- Expelled 
. felf to king Childebert ; but being again reftored after fome bangue- 
years exile, he fell into the other extreme, and drove them doc * 
all out of his bifhopric r . 

They brought a much greater mifchief upon themfelves WCIer- 
by their untimely zeal at Clermont , in the province of Au- monc. 
vergne , where Avitus , the bifhop of it, was making fome con- 
veriions among them. One of tb*: new converts being entered 
the city in his white garment, the fight of it did So far provoke 
one of the fame nation as to prefume to fling a pot of {link- 
ing oil upon him ; for which he would have been torn in pieces 
by the Chriftians, had not the bifhop prevented it. However 
his charity did but delay their refentment tilf the neXtfeftival, 
which proved Afccnjion-day ; on which the people, leaving 
the proceflion, went and pulled down the JcwiJb fynagogue s . 

The confequence was, that they muft either turn Chriftians, 

or be baniihed. Many of them.chofe the former, and thofe 

that remained obftinate, returned to Marfeillrs , whence they 

were originally come. St. German was no lefs zealous for A.C.$f>g, 

their converfion ; and the hiftorians of thofe times relate under king 

r Le Cointe. annat. fub A. C. 556. • Grfoor. Turon. 
hid. Franc. 1 . v. c. 11 Venaut poeta ap. Bibliot. jpax. patr. 
tom. x. lib. 4. cpiit. 5. 

prelate, than all chat that author^ (I) The reafon of thefe edifla 
hath furmifed againrt hin* ; un- feems to h^ve been defigned to 
lefs we could fuppofe, that their prevent their caufing fome dil- 
hatred to him, on account of turbances itt that folemn feafon, 
his extraordinry virtue, learn- when the llreet9 and houfes were 
ing, and piety, made them guil- empty, and the people ac their 
ty of that complicated perfidy, devotions at church. 

Mop. His r. Vol. XIU. fome 
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Chilpe- fome inftances which were accompanied with miracles, for 
iic which wc fhall refer our readers to them \ King Chilperic , who 

obferved thofe of his kingdoms of Soijfons and Paris to be rich 
and numerous, did likewife oblige them to be baptized, and 
puniflied thofe that refufed it. But neither his converts nor 
martyrs did him much honour ; tho’, being a wicked prince u , 
he doubted not but his zeal might make fome atonement for 
«v</Dago- his vices. The fame befel them under king Dagohcrt , who, 
bert, being then foie monarch in France , and no lefs wicked than 
A.C. 629. Chilperic, endeavoured to ingratiate himfelf with his clergy 
and people by his hatred again ft the JewiJl?. nation x ; and 
obliging them either to be baptizedior banifhed; by which 
thofe, who had fled hither from Spain, found themfelves in 
as bad a plight here, as they had been there (K). Many of 

r Fortunat. vit. St. Germ. c. 64. p. 5S0. Vid. & Frede- 
car. chron. hill. Francor. tom. i. u Greg. Turon. & Ma- 
roml’s not. incund. tom, i. p, 386. * Gelta Da coder t. 

(K) About this feventh cen- his degfions are too much in the 
tury began to flourifli the famed talmudic drain, and fo not much 
academy of Lunel , one of the admired by Chrillians, yet they 
moll celebrated in all the weft, are held in great eiteem among 
not only for^ts great do&ors, rhofe of the Jew, efpecially as 
and the great number of learn- he had travelled thro' mod parts 
cd men, who had their educa- of the world, where there were 
tion there, but much more for any learned men of his nation, 
their extraordinary charity in and had greatly improved him- 
maintaiuing their feholars at felf by their converfation. 
their own charges. This city Lunel produced another great 

is fituate in I. attune doc , between man ; viz. 7achariah Levita > 
Montpelier and Ktfmes ; and was who was indifputably a native 
dill fubfiding, in great fplendo*-, of it, though he be commonly 
in the twelfth century, when diled a Spaniard , bccaufe that 
Benjamin ile Tudela went thro’ city, as well as the red of Lan- 
it 'Fhe famed Solomon Jar chi, gucdoc , did then belong to Spain . 
one of the irtoll learned Jems He is faid to have wrote a trea- 
that France ever bred, had either tife, intituled, The two gnat 
his birth, or, at lead, his edu- Lights. Some other we might 
cation, itt it; from which he dill name, who have been orna- 
took his fui name of Jarcht , in ments to this academy, but who 
allufion to the word Jareach , all flourilhed in or fince the 
which figmfies the moon; for, twelfth century; even Solomon 
Bartolocct , on the <cdimony of Jarchi was not born till 1105, 
fome Jpwijb rabbjes, affirms, though we have mentioned him 
that he was born at Troyes, an- on account of his denominatuqi 
other city of Gallia Narbonen • himfelf the Lunatic, from this 
J7s, or Languedoc. He was a city of Lunel. 

4 very expert man ; and, though 
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them left that country, and took refuge where they could ; 
but the greater part chofe to diflemble, rather than follow 
them ; and, by degrees, returned to their old way. 

This became more vifible during the latter end of Clovi^s B a . 
reign, and the regency of his widow Bathihku For this laft, thilda, 
during the minority of her fons, among many other rcgula- A.C.655. 
tions, had abolifhed the capitation which had been in vogue 
time out of mind, and a great nuifancc to the nation, became 
it reftrained people from marrying, and obliged many to fell 
their children, to avoid paying of the tax. The Jews were 
become odious by the infamous traffic of thofe children, 
which they fold to barbarous nations ; upon which account, 
that princefe not onfy removed the caufe of it by taking off 
the capitation, but obliged all thofe captives to be reftored 
which they had in their hands : and forbad them the carrying 
on of that cruel commerce for the future ; though we do not 
find, that fne ufed any other feverity againft them. Wamba , Havljhed 
king of the Goths in Languedoc , de/igned to hav8 ddne the b ^ain- 
famc by them in his dominions, but met with a furprifing op- ^ )a » 
pofition from the abbot Raymirus and the count of Thouloufe , ^ 5 * 
who combined to preteft them, and oppofe his edift againft 
them. Count Paul \ a favourite of Wamba s, was lent againft 
them; but, inftead of fupprejling, joined himfelf to them, 
and had got himfelf crowned king at Narb«nne ; but, being 
afterwards defeated and condemned by Wamba , both he and 
his accomplices, but efpeciallv the Jews , felt the dire effects 
of his refentment : his edift was put in full force, and thc>y 
baniftied out out of his dominions y . r 


The eighth century, to which wc are now come, is chiefly A.C. 740, 
celebrated for the converfion of Chozar, a heathen, to the ChozarV 
JewiJh religion ; for it is about this time, that this wonderful connj e r fa* 
tranfattion is pretended to haye happened. G)0zar y though J u< ^ a ~ 
a heathen, was a ferious thoughtful prince ; and a dream, or, 1 m " 
as the fabulous account of it fays, an angel, had made him 
fo diflatisfied With his religion, that he refolved to feek after 
a better. He converfed with the philofophers, with Chrifti- 
ans, Mohammedans , and Jews ; and was at length, notwith- 
ftanding his innate contempt of that nation, convinced by a 
famed rabbi, named Sangari , that the JewiJh was the only 
true religion ; to which all others were at belt but as a 
lhadow to the fubftance, or the pidturc to the living origi- 
nal Several other learned matters he explained to him, fo 


y Catei/s memoirs for the hiftory of Languedoc, lib. iii, 
p. 308. * Vid. lib. CoKri, part ii. p. 83, & fc<j. 

a much 
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much to his fatisfaftion (L), that the king, afraid of alarm- 
ing lus idolatrous fubje&s, communicated his defign of turn- 
ing 


(L) For fear oar renders 
lhould think them of fo high a 
natuic, as to regret the lots of 
them, we ihall give them a fpc- 
cimen whereby to judge of the 
reft. He tells the king, that 
Judet 7 was above all the other 
countries of the world ; and that 
Adam had been there created, 
and was buried in the fepul- 
chre which Abraham afterwards 
bought for himfelf ; that the 
difpute between Cain and Abel 
was about the inheritance of that 
holy land, to which each laid a 
ftrenuous claim ; and that the 
former, being driven from the 
fre/ence of God, meant no more 
than his being baniftied out of 
Judea (27); all which fuftici- 
ently fliew how unfkillcd hr 
was in the fixation of para- 
dife (*). The reft being much of 
the fame nature, we lhali go no 
farther with it. 

The misfortune* is, that this 
kingdom of Chozar i-* no- where 
to be found, notwithstanding all 
the pains which iome of the 
mod zealous Jms have taken 
to be informed about it ; and* 
even the famed JenviJh travel- 
ler of the twelfth century, Ben- 
jamin de Tudela, who is not fpar- 
ing of every thing, though ever 
fo improbable, that makes for 
the credit of Ls nation, owns, 
that he cAuld not find it out. 
Neither have any fince, either 
of that or any other nation, been 
more fuccef ful in its difeovery. 
What authority this pretended 
converfion comes backed with, 

(Z" t ) Hiemfri, fart li. f, 83, and 96 

I09, fig f jej. 


will be feen in the fequcl. In 
the mean time we (hall only ob- 
ferve, that, though this king 
dom hath been commonly 
thought hitherto to be only a 
fi&itious one (infomuch that the 
learned John Buxtorf \ and 
others, rather believed Chozar 
to be the name of.the king now 
in queftion, though quite con- 
traiy to the rules of the JtvAJb 
grammar, which Ihews it to be 
that of a country or a king- 
dom), yet we read of a city 
of that name in the pro- 
vince of Tranfxiana, feuth eaft 
of the Caff i an Sea, and fouth of 
Samarcamde , the ancient capital 
of Eaflria, which was Hill flnu- 
riihing in the time cf Timur Beg, 
vulgarly called Tamerlat.e , and 
is mentioned in the hiitory of 
that great conqueror, written 
by his phyfician 6 'herrffeddin 
Hali , ard tranflated into French 
by M Ft tit la Croix , an. 1723, 
and pnblifhed at De/fh in four 
volumes i2 m *. To this wemay 
add farther, that the geogra- 
phical tables of Nafir Eddin, 
the F nfi art, and of U.ttg Beigh , 
the Tartar, publilhed by Gr«- 
vitts, fpeak of the city of Ba - 
lanjar as the chief refidence of 
the king of Chozar. 

But, though what wc have 
quoted above doth prove in 
feme meafure again ft Mr. Baf 
nage, Calmet, and others, that 
theie was once fiich a city 
or kingdom near the Cajtian 
Sea, yet the main of the itory 
about that monarch’s converfion 

» (*) De b*c vid, Anc, 11$, vol, i. 

is 
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ing Jew to none but to his general, with whom he went, manner of 
with the utmoft privacy, to fome mountainous dcfert towards 
the fea, where, night having overtaken them, they retired into 
a cavern. Here they found, to their great joy, fome Jews 
celebrating their Sabbath; and, having there abjured his 
old religion, and received the feal of circumcifion, return- 
ed with the fame privacy to his capital. He then pre- 
pared by degrees, and with great address, the minds of his 
fubjetts to receive the news of his converfion ; which fpread 
afterwards fo far, that thofe Jews among them, which had 
till then disenabled their religion, not only made now open 
profeffion erf it, but aflifted him in converting the reft of his 
kingdom. He fent foon after for the moft learned Jews from 
other countries, to inftruft thofe new converts, which amount- 
ed to above 100,000, and vouchfafcd himfelf to take one of the 
moft famous among them to be his inftruefor. He betrayed 
at firft a kind of inclination for the Karaites , a fe£t of which 
we have formerly fpoken f, as being more fcrupuloully at- 

i Ant. Hift. vol. x, p. 485, & feq. 

is dill queftioned by all the bability : fuch are, for inftance, 
learned, and even by fome of* the apparition of the angel to 
the Jews; and the book itfclf make the king diflatisfied with 
called Hacconziy and by the his religion, without telling him 
Arabsy El Cbozriy fuppofed on- where to look out for a bet- 
ly a fable, or at bed a fiflitious ter ; the puerile arguments upon 
dialogue, written by Jehudab which her rejects that of the 
Hnh<viy the pretended translator Chnltians ; his extraordinary 
of it, in imitation of thole of flail in philofophy, philology, 

Cicero , Plato , Gellius , &c. in and hi; furprifing knowlege of 
the twelfth century, that is the nice ft fubtleties of the cab- 
above 300 years after its fup- bakih ; his building a Mofaic 
pofed epoch of 740 ; though tabernacle inftead of a temple, 
the feveral editors of it, particu- with the ark; though, as we 
larly R. Jehudab , Ben. Tibon , have formerly obferved, the 
and R. Mufcato 9 who both print- Jews had none fincc the Baby - 
ed it at Venice , and, fince then, lonijb captivity ; the altar /or 
John Buxtorf R. Abtn Dona , facrifices, though thefe were al- 
have ftrenuoufly defended both lowed to be offered no- where 
the book and the truth of the but at Jenfoletn ; and, in a 
fad above related. But, upon word, his modelling Ais ivor- 
the whole, whoever reads it fhip, government, &c. accord- 
with an impartial eye, will be ing to that eftablifhed by Mofes: 
apt to conclude it a mere ro- all thefe ate jullly reckoned fuf- 
man e, in which Deus and Mx- feient obftacles to the crcdibi- 
cbina are introduced to give a lity of the book, was it better 
fandion to fads, which have attefted than it really is. 
not even the appearance of pro- 

3 tachcd 
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tachcd to the law ; but Sungari , who was a ihalmudift; 
brought him over to his fide. From that time the original 
Jew s grew in great efieem ; and a tabernacle was erefled 
exactly like that of Mofes in the wilderncfs; to which both 
they and all the Chozrcan converts repaired to the Jewijh 
worfhip. The king became rich, happy, and fuccefsful* 
triumphed over his enemies, difeovered new treafures hidden 
in the earth, and cnlifVged his dominions with new and confi- 
derable conquefts \ Thus far the book, the credit of which 
we have given a full account of in the Jafl note. 

But as its authoiity had not weight enough to procure a 
general reception ot its legend, a frelhonc hath been trumped 
up by the jews about 250 years alter, which is no lefs lia- 
ble to fufpicion ; vi~. a lcttci procured with no fmall difficulty 
by rabbi Cbafdai, a man in high efteem at the court of Abd- 
al- Rahman in Spain, from Jefeph , king of Chozar, in which 
that prince, at his requeft, gives him an account of his re- 
ligion, government, country, 6r. ; and which, if genuine, 
would prove, at leall, that the JewiJb religion w :u not only 
eftablifhcd in that kingdom under one of his prcdecefibrs, 
whom he names Bn la ; and in tlic manner related in the book 
Haccor*: ; and with the addition ol icveral other particulars, 
which the reader may fee under the next note (M) ; but like-* 
wile prove that it {till continued to ilourilh in his dominions ; 

though 

a Vid. lib. Cozri, part ii. p. 75, & feq. 


(M) Chajihil was, we are 
told (28), treafurer- general of 
Sibd-al-Rah»:ar, and in high fa- 
vour with him ; and having often 
heard ,of this JewJh kingdom, 
particularly from fome ambaf- 
laiiois fent from Conjlaajtinople 
to his mailer, who acquainted 
him, that they had often Icen 
merchants from thence who 
chiefly trafficked in furs, and 
from whom they had been in- 
formed* that the then reigning 
monarch was called Jofiph, re- 
folved at any price to fefid a let- 
ter to him ; and difpatched ac- 
cordingly an exprefs with the 
embafl'adors, who conduced 
him to Conji antinople , whence 


he was forced to come back, 
being there informed, that the 
roads to Choxar were then im- 
j;aflable. He tried afterwards 
icveial other means not worth 
mentioning ; the laft of which 
brought him at length an anfwer 
from that prince, with a full ac- 
count of all that he had deflred 
him to inform him of. 

Thhi anfwer, among other 
trifling particulars we chufe ta 
pals by, confirmed the account 
of king Bula s converfion by 
Sangati , ft 1 the manner above 
related ; and added, that his fon 
Obadiah had built fundry fyna- 
ogues, and maintained a nnm- 
cr of learned rabbics to ex- 


pound 


(z%) A, Ben. D:\jt, SbatfceUtb, Hakkabahb, fvb A . Af. 4911. 
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though there be nothing in the defcription he gives of them, 
of their fuuation, limits, climate, cities, rivers, produd, 
that can direft a reader where to find them ; fo that it 
were in vain to dwell longer on that legend. 

We (hall therefore now turn our eyes to the JewiJh tribes 
difperfed in the eaft, during this eighth and the following Jews un - 
century; where, if we except the common calamities that derthe 
mult attend the civil wars that then reigned between the Kha- Kbalifs, 
lifs, AbbaJfideSy Omniades , &c. of which a, fuller account hath A.C.705, 
been given in their hiftory f ; and in which Jews and Chrif- ^ le T 
tians mult be fuppofed to have lhared ; in other refpefts, we 
do not find that any of thofe monarchs difturbeJ their quiet- 
nefs. The 9 Jews in particular enjoyed full liberty of confci- 
ence, during the khalifat of Abdchnclech , about the beginning 
of the eighth century, and thofe of his fucceffors, Al-walid and 
Soliman * his brother. Their academies flourilhed, and their 
doftors enjoyed all their ancient privileges (N) ; only the 

Chrillians 


t See before, vol. i. and ii. j 

pound the facred books and the 
thalmud, fjfc. The account he 
gave of his dominions was, that 
they were about thirty days 
journey in compafs, and were 
fituate near the Gargan Sea ; 
and that feveral neighbouring 
nations were tributary to him. 
They had feveral cities and 
towns, one of the thice princi- 
pal of which was about fifty 
parafangs, or leagues, in cir- 
cuit, and was the refidence of 
his queen, and other wives, fer - 
vants, and eunuchs, in which 
both Chrillians and Turks had 
liberty of their religion. The 
third in rank for bignefs, was 
that of his own refidence ; and 
in which he only fpent the win- 
ter with his council ; after which 
they all removed into the coun- 
try, where the inhabitants bu- 
fied themfelves with die care of 
their grounds, whilft he and his 
court took a progrefs round the 
country to keep all things un- 
der due regulation ; infomuch 
that they had neither quarrels. 


. 1 66. * Ibid. p. 175, & feq. 

law-fuits, nor tax-gatherers. 
He added, that it feldom rain- 
ed there, but that they abound- 
ed with large rivers full of filh, 
with excellent vines and all 
kinds of fruit-trees. He con- 
cluded with fome account of 
the Mefliah's coming, which he 
faid was very uncertain, bc- 
caufe God had delayed it on 
account of fneir fins ; and with 
a kind invitation to rabbi Cbaf- 
dai to come and vifit his domi- 
nions, and the promife of an 
honourable welcome. This is 
the fubtlancc of the letter and 
anfwer that parted between king 
Jofeph and him. But whether 
the rabbi was impofed upon in 
the laft, or was the forger of 
both, was hard \o fay; but, 
upon the whole, the account 
out of the Cbozri, and this let- 
ter, are looked upon as a mere 
fidion. • 

(N) We are even told, that 
one of them alked this laft his 
daughter in marriage ; and be- 
ing anfwercd, that the differ- 
0.4 ence 
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ChrHHans were obliged to fortify Ramah in Pakjline, to flip- 
prefs the inroads which the wild Arabs made into that pro- 
vince ; and obftruded the concourfe of pilgrims, of Jews , and 
other nations, into the holy land. They are fuppofed to have 
flittered fome oppreffions under the reign of his brother and 
iucccTIbr Zeyd, though more from the rapacioufnefs of his 
minifters, than the cruelty of that monarch. But their greateft 
change for the better was under the reigns of the Abbajfides, 
upon the diflblution of that of the Ommades under Mervan . 

A B or Abbas Saffa, whom Elmakin calls Abulkabas f, 
having gained the khalifat, removed the royal rpfidcnce from 
Ddmajlus to Cufah, iituate on the Euphrates > about tour days 
journey from Baghdad . or Babylon ; and became thereby 
nearer neighbours to the Jews, and better acquainted with 
A C.710, their academies, Ahnanzor , who fuccecded his brother, and 
750, 760, was a learned prince, and fond of all that were fo, without 
77 o. enquiring what nation or religion they were of, had invited 
a great variety of them to his court ; and, among the reft, a 
good number of Jews, who took that opportunity to put 
their academies in a more ilourilhing oonditiou than ever. 
R. R. Jofeph and Samuel furnained the Gaon, or Excellent, 
prclided at that of Pundcbita , and were fucceeded by Derails , 
another Gaon, Ananias , and *!\liicha ; that of Sara was go- 
verned by two learned profeflbis, bnrli named Judah ; the one 
the fon of Nachman , and the other of Otrinaus (O). A’. Ac ha 

was 

+ Dehqp \ id. fup. vol. ii. p. 255, & feq. 

encc of their religion did not abominable trade of curfing 
permit it; replied, that though (29) ; both however Ihow, that 
the different feds of Mobamme - the JtwiJh nation mutt have 
dam did curfc one another in Jbeen in high credit at that time 
theirjnolks, fince Mv hew/wed had with the Khalifs, to be permit- 
given his daughter to Ali, who ted to ad fuch a part before a 
was the chief of a different fed, court, and the chief of the Mo- 
lt (hewed, that the diverfity of A«^;f^dodors. 
opinions ought not to hinder (O) Some pretend, that the 
fuch inter-marriages, much lefs former of thefe two publilhed a 
countcnance^thofe curies which fet of learned ledures ; others* 
each publicly vented againit the with more probability, attribute 
Other. • them to R , Simon Keiara , an- 

'f his confere* ce, which ap- other famed dodor, who then 
pears to have been concerted flom ilheifr in thefe eaftern parts, 
between that prince and the' though not a Gaon. This book, 
JVqv, to put a Hap, as it actual- which was ftiled Helcoth, Gedo* 
Jy did, at lead during his and loth, or Great Ledurcs, was 
tvtpe following reigns, to that fo highly admired, that R , 

iji. ( 

Jidabi 
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was no lefs famed for his high learning, and his large trca- 
tife on the precepts of the law under the title of Shealtotb , or 
Queftions : but having unfortunately quarrelled with Samuel, 
the then chief or prince of the captivity, he had the double 
mortification to fee himfelf excluded from the title of (! non ; 
and foon after, upon the death of that chief, to fee his own 
fcrvant Nithronius raifed to that dignity. Aeka, unable to 
brook the affront, went and died in Judea, and left Nithro- 
nius to enjoy his principality ; which he did during the fpacc 
of thirteen years b (P). About this time the Jews of Per - a.C.76o # 
fta and Arabia had alfo the mortification to fee an edift pub- Jaaifar’j # 
lifhed againft them by the Imam Jaaffar, furnamed Zadic , cdut a- 
or the Juft ; by which thofe, who turned Mojlcms, be- gai»Ji the 
came foie heirs of their whole family : and this induced great Jews, 
numbers of JewiJh and other children to apoftatize, in order 
to get pofleflion of fuch eftates, as they could otherwife have 
no title to c . 

ALM A NZ 0 R was fucceeded by Al MohJi f, in whofe A.C.770^ 
reign appeared the infamous Hakem, or, as the Arabian hifto- Mohdi 
rian calls him d , Almakaneus, an impious impoftor, whom fome Khalifa 
have fuppofed to have been a Jew, but without any founda- 
tion ; for which reafon we fhould hardly have mentioned 
him, but that he had, in fpitc*of his impious tenets, fome of 
them which feemed to be of JewiJh extratt, sflid found means 


fc G an T7 Tzemach, p. 124, & feq. c Abulfarao. ubi 
fup. d’Herbelot. Bib. Orient. t See vol. ii. p. 305. d ibid, 
p. 146. 


Judah, the Soran profefior, epi- 
tomized it ; and gave it the ti- 
tle of Helcoth Pejuchoth, or De> 
cidcd Le&ures ( 30). Howe- 
ver, Keiara had the furoame of 
Great Light, as well as R . Mari , 
his cotemporary, that of Meer 
Henaim , the Light of the Eyes, 
on account of their having loft 
their fight. 

(P) About this time flourifh- 
ed the famed R . A nanus , who 
was likewife excluded the title 
of Gao n, though a mart of great 
learning, on account of lome 
material error they fufpe&ed in 
his dodrine, and not without 


good grounds ; fince he became 
the reviver and chief of the Sad- 
ducean fed, which was thought 
to have been long fince buried 
under the ruins of Jerufaletn . 
But it took, it feems, not only 
new life, but new vigour under 
that chief, and became formi- 
dable to that of the Pharifees 
(31). Thofe critics, who have 
fbiled Animus the founder of the 
Caraitic fed, are certainly mif- 
taken, fince, as we have teen in 
both parts of the JewiJh hifto- 
ry, they were of much older 
date. 


( 30 ) D* bis vid Bnrtoloc, Bthltot, rabbin . & UVf 9 Billiot, Heir, 
ibid. Cant z Tzemacb David, f. 125, /*$. 


(30 Id, 
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to draw a great number of difciples after him, by fome fecm- 
ing prodigies with w'hich he amufed them. But Mohdi fent 
fome forces againft him, which fo clofely beiieged him in one 
of liis fortrefles, that he firft poifoned all his difciples, and 
then flung himfelf into the fire, according to the laft mentioned 
author; or, according to others, into a veflcl of Aquafortis, 
Aaron which conliimed all but his hair. Al Mohdi was fucceeded by 
Khali/ \ his brother Aaron , furnamed the Juft, and a great lover of 

A.C. 786. learned men; and fo'confiderable a prince, that Charlemagne 
fent him an embafly, confiding of the two county Sigifmond 
and La uf red, and If&&c y a Jew y who was to be the chief ma- 
nager of that eommiflion. Authors vajy about *the purport 
and fuccefs of it e ; which being foreign to our prefent pur- ’ 
pofe, we fhall refer to the hiftory of thofc two monarchs ; 
and only obferve, that Ifaac was made choice of by that em- 
pcioi, on account of' the credit which the Jews w’ere in at 
tic Khalifa court. However, as he loved to encourage learned 
men, without any partial regard to their religion f , and fel- 
dom tiavelled without having an hundred of them in his reti- 
nue, the Jews endeavoured to ingratiate themfelw, with him 
chiefly by that means, that is, by filling their academics with 
the inoft celebrated profeffors. 

Amin He was fucceeded by his fan fmin Al Mufa Al Hadi, or, 
Khali/ as Elmakin calls him, Abumufa , about the beginning of the 9th 

A.C, 808. century f ; but this proved fo weak a prince, and fo addicted to 
his pleafures, that his brother Mamun foon found an opportu- 
nity to dethrone him ; anti being a great encourager of learning, 
caiifed all the beft *fewijh books to be tranflated into Arabic . 
This ftep was not ar all relifhed by his fubjefts, who were 
ready to revolt upon it ; but that never hindered him from 
diftingmOiing learned men of all nations ; among whom was 
a celebrated JewiJl? aflronomer," who had been in high repute 
A.C. 3j 1 . evcr-tincc the kMlifal of Almanzor ; but was now eftcemed at 
this court as a phenix of learning; and as fuch, highly be- 
loved by Mamun ; dining whofe reign the Jcwifh academies 
q( &ora aud PundcaiLt fwarmed with men of letters ( Q^). 

it 

e Ce h ic vid. Du 1 1 a 1 1 u,\ r, hill, dc France, lib. iv. Aven- 
tin. i^nnal. Bojor. 1 , iv. 1 San<,alens. de gell. Carol. Magn. 
lib. ii. Eigjna: p, vit. Car. Magn. p. 7, Sc al. f See vol. ii. 
p. 390. 

(QJ Rabbi Genitz hath given then flourifhed at thofc two aca- 
us a long catalogue of the Gaunt, demies (32) ; but, as it conliiU 
?nd other learned Jews, that chiefly of their names, »t were 

(/} r Jx*tR. c- David, f, 11?, Ci f 
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It was about this time alfo, that the famed impoftor Mcojfa , 
or MofeSy the fon of Amran y as he called himfelf, began to 
appear, and pretended to be that great lawgiver of the Jews 
newly rifen from the dead. 

M A MU N was fuccecded by his brother Al Motafcm , p er f iCUt . 
who, among other of his victories, defeated a famed impof- un j €r 
tor named Babeck, who cried down all other religions but thcck, 
his own, which chiefly confifted in pleafiye and jollity ; and A.C. 841, 
was become fo powerful, that he waged war again It Jews, 
Chriftians, and Mojlems ; and was with difficulty overcome 
by the unitedforces of that Khalif. His fuccdibr, named Al 
IVatkck, and /by fome, Wathek-Billah *, became a bittj; enemy 
to the Jews on two accounts : ift, Becaufe they had been 
guilty of fome great frauds in the management of the finances, 
which had been committed to their care; in his prcdeccfibr’s 
reign. And, 2d, Becaufe they would not receive the Koran ; 
for which they were heavily taxed, and forced to pay very large 
fines into his treafury. Motavc /, or Mot awake l , who fuc- LhuicrMo- 
ceeded him, proved Hill more fevere again ft them ; and not only tavel, 
obliged them to wea / a leathern girdle by way of diftinftion, A.C. 846. 
and, on the fame account, forbad them to ride on any but 
afles or mules, and the ufe of iron ftiri ups, but he alio ftripped 
them of all their honours, titles, and places ; which (hews, 
that they had enjoyed fome confidcrablc ones in former reigns F . 

And what was ftill worfe, his edict fpread itfelf not only 
through his empire, but into the neighbouring ftates ; and 
this mark of infamy hath, more or lefs, fill# lifted ever-iince in 
Thofc countries that are under the Turks (R) ; and we may 

add, 

* De hoc vid. vol. ii. p. 412, Sc feq.. & p. 424. s D'Her- 
b f lot, Bibl. Orient, p. 640. 

of little ufe to infert them. He carried the election; fo that*thi$ 
tells us however, of a difalter family filled both chairs for a 
that happened at that of Sora , confiderabletime, and with great 
about the beginning of the ninth credit. The father and the fon, 
century * viz* its being two the uncle and ihe nephew, were 
whole years without a profefibr ; chiefs of both acadtynics. But, 
which was not fo much owing upon their demife, the great 
to the want of encouragement, profperity they enjoyed, ioon 
as to the divifions and feuds that made them fall into their old 
then reigned among thflfe doc- difleiiiion^ as we (hall fee in 
tors, and thwarted their elec- the next note, 
tions of proper perfons to fill ( R ) They brought, at the 
the chair. For that of Pundebita fame time, another misfortune 
was filled by the famed R.Abu - upon themfelves, by the revival 
'mer. This laft, at length, fent of their old academic jars. JR. 
his fon Coben-Zedek thither, \yho Menachem, the fon of JoJepb , 

who 



236 Hijlory of the B. XVI. 

add, in fcveral parts of Europe, and under Chriftian princes 
to this day. MotawakcV s fucceflors, whofe reigns were fhort 
and violent, followed the fame fevere methods againft the 
Jews ; fo that they bought thofe little remains of liberty at 
the ex pence of very heavy taxes ; and it was in the reign of 
Mohamed, the lafl of them, who was a weak and effeminate 
Ahmei'j prince, that Ahmet , then governor of Egypt , revolted, and 
m olt, founded a new dyn^fty there ; by which that province was 
A.C. 869. difmembered from the empire of the Khalifs about the end 
of the ninth century * (S). 

Wk come now to the Jews in the weft, thafris in the em- 
pire, in Spain , Italy , France , and Other partt of Europe , 
during the eighth and nuith centuries. We begin with the 
empire, which was at this time miferably torn by the civil 

* See before vol. ii. p. 477, & 481. 

who prefided alone in that of dies; among which was that of 
Pundebita, and faw himfelf a youth whofe face and lips were 
threatened with the concurrence ilill as lively as if he had been 
of a colleague, w hich the Jews in health; and near it a Hone, 
were going to force upon him, on which was an infeription in- 
fo flrenuoufly oppofed it, that graved, which no-body could 
the difpnteran to a great height* read. Mohamed , defirons to 

However, aftv much wran- know the contents of it, tried in 
gling, and ill blood on both vain the (kill of the "moft learned 
hdes, he gained his point ; and Jews and Chiftians; they all 
his rival, named Matt at hi as y was found it impofliblc to be decy- 
fet afide. Mcnahcm%di\d not fur- phered (33). 
vive his di (grace above tw'o In hi$ reign arofe likewife a 
years ; and left the chair to famous Jewijh aftronomer in 
him, who enjoyed it a much Arabia , named Abulmanajfar , 
longer time. Thefe feuds were who pretended to foretel ftrange 
the more unfeafonable at thefe - event:, by the courfe of the pla- 
times, becaufe the Khalifs were nets, not excepting thofe which 
now no longer fuch encouragers chiefly related to religion (34). 
ol learning as their predeceffors He pretended, that the JewiJb 
had been ; fo that both, joined law had its birth under the con- 
together, occafiomd a general junction of Jupiter and Saturn \ 
decay of it in thofe two places and that the fame configuration 
which not foon nor cafily would uftier in nnti-chriftianifm. 
recovered He foretold likewife, that it 

(S? A little while before that would be fatal to Chriftiamty, 
Khalif ’sdeath, which happened, an. 1460; but the event hath 
A. C 891 , was difeefverod on a proved him a falfe prophet, and 
down in Syria, called the Don ft his Icience an idle dream. He 
cf the man run ?nrd foi lerje, a died, an . 886. 
tomb, in which were feven bo- 

{ ' fi C'">r*nic AhbajTid. ad on. Hegira, 171;, b. eft, A. C. S-9. Vid D'll r* 
btivt, fisbint. Quern, p, 6^8. (34) Pid. Bajnagc, ub.Jup. tib. ix c. 2. ^ u t. 

dilfeufions 
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diflentlons between the IconocLijh , and the image worftiip- 
pers, and in which the Jews were accufed to have had a con- Accufed of 
liderable hand, if they were not the firft movers of it. We cau/ingthe 
have given an account of that, and of its bloody effefts, in a cdia 
former part of this hiftory f , and lhall examine here only what the 
is laid to the charge of the Jews , with relation to their being 
the firft promoters of it, and which appearing to us very 
doubtful and apocryphal, we fliall remit to the margin, with 
fome lliort but neceftary remarks on t*he whole ftory (T). 

t Anc. Hid, vol. xvii. p. 41, Sc feq. 

(T) The* Jews, we are that was his native place, at the 
told (35), having cheated Jezyid time of the Jew coming thi- 
in the eaft, with the promife of ther, feeing Juftinian had con- 
a long reign, and being obliged veyed him and his family into 
to leave thofc pa: ts, came from Thrace before that time, and 
thence thro' Cilicia into Ifauria , before he was of age fufficient 
a province of Afeatninor , over to carry on the pretended ped- 
againft the ifland of Cyprus , ling trade about his country, 
where they fet themfelves down Neither was it the prediction of 
by a fountain, to re^elh them- the Jews, but the orders of that 
felves from the fatigue and heat emperor which got him into his 
of the day. A youth of that fcrvicc, feeing he had been in- 
country came foon after apd lifted amongil his guards, 
fat among them, who ufedto^yoj: and, hilly, what feems 
travel about and fell trinkets to moil effeClual* to dellroy the 
the towns and villages adjacert. probability of this ftory, efpeci- 
The Jews having viewed him ally of the Jews prediction to 
more intenfely, foretold to him him, is thgperfecution heraifed 
that he (hould become emperor; againft them, upon his coming 
and only begged as a reward to the throne, as will be feen 
for their prediction, that when prefcntlv ; for had there been 
he was come to the crown, he any fuch thing, would they not 
would take from the Chriitian$ have complained of his ingrati- 
all their images as contrary to tude and mjulticc ? But all thi* 
the fecond commandment. And ftory feems contrived to make 
hence it came to pafs, that when one imagine that Leo could not 
he came to mount the throne, conceive fuch a violent diflike 
under the title of Leo Ifaurus , to images, unlefs fome fuch cne* 
he waged fuch a violent war mics to Chriftianity hadinfpired 
againft the image worthipers him with it; wheseas the Jews 

We might here with Mr Baf were fo far from wifliing them 
wage obferve feveral remarks on abohlhed, that the more they 
the improbability of this whole were multiplied in the churches* 
ftory; but as they arebbvious to the greater occafion of triumph 
every thinking reader, it will be it gave them over the Chrifti- 
fufficient to remind him that ana. 

Leo could not be in Ifauria , tho' 

(35) Tbtopban. ann.Juh. A* C. 61 p. 336. Sigebcrt fub on* 7*4. p. 545, 

Zonor snrr, ttm, lii, Cedren *nn, tn Lan Ijaur . Mtimbourg l! if. IcmuJaft. /. i. 

However, 
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Perfected However that be, it is plain that the new emperor de- 
ly I.eo dared himfelf no lefs zealous againft the Jews than againft 
lfaurus. images ; for both they and the Manichces were ordered by him 
to turn Chriftians, under the fcvereil penalties ; only the lat- 
ter being more tenacious of their herefy, fuffered themfelvcs 
to be burnt for it, whilft the Jews took their old method of 
hiving their lives by di/Tembling ; which they found, however, 
proper means to di fallow in private. But as the patrons for 
images gained their* point, not with (landing the ftrenuous op- 
polition of the emperor and his followers, they obliged the 
Jews, whole fincerity they had no great reafon to rely on, to 
fubferibc to a formulary, by which they acknowledged them- 
fdves worfliipcrs of the crofs and holy images, afid prayed to 
God to ftrke them with Gchaji's leprofy, and Cain 9 s tremor, if 
they did not do it from their hearts \ 
hi Syria. They found thtmfelves Hill more involved in thofe de- 
A.C.juj vaftations which Abdallah , the fon of Ali, was making at Jt* 
rufalem and Syria, and, among other hardfhips, were forced, 
as well as the Chriftians to be branded in the hand, to diftin- 
guifh them from MoJJcms . The latter did indeed retire upon 
it to the Roman territories ; but the Jews not only fubmitted 
toir, butchofe to f- ■!!'>'- Abdallah's army, in-order to enrich 
tliemfclves wHi ihe /.undey of the Chriftians. For that 
P’-incc, we aie^oid, ha 1 always a confiderabie number of them 
in his army, to whom he fold all the church plunder he took*. 
Favoured They fared much better under Nicephcrus , who fucceeded 
by Nice- Leo about the beginning ot the ninth century, and who like- 
phorus wife declared himfflf toi the Iconoclajls ; for which it probably 
came that the other tide branded him with having forfaken 
God, to put himfelf under the care of the Manichees and At - 
tingans, who were a kind of diviners or foothfayers ; but ac- 
cording to the language of the Anti - Iconoclajls , were perfons 
that*dealt with the devil, and could by their art make king- 
doms flourith, princes victorious, he (U). However, the lat- 
ter 

h The o PHAN’, ub. fup. fub..A. C. 759, & feq. 1 Apud Goar 
Euchol. in'l'jifcopH. p. 149. 

(Ut It is not eafy to fay who chees (56), and to haveufed forae 
cither thefe Manichees or Attin - kind of facraments, lAc. Zona- 
gtins were. Some nytke them ras ( 37)<- reprefents them as a 
to be the fame, under two dif- kind of foothfayers, one of 
ferent names, and to belong to whom foretold Michael's fuc- 
thc heretical fe& bf the Marti- ceflion to the throne, after Nice - 

(36) Paul Diacort , lit, xxi?. p. 551, (37) Ann, tem, iii, p, ico. 

fhoruu 
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ter of them were, againft all probability, pretended to be of 
JewiJb extract ; and it was thought fufficient proof of their 
being fo, that Nicephorus prote&ed their nation, and fuffered 
them to live quietly under him. They were ftili more in fa- 
vour under his fucceffor Michael , firnamed the Stammerer , an ^ 
who is by fome reprefented as half Jew, and by other brand- chad, 
ed with the odious appellative of the Sink of all religions, be- A.C.Sao. 
caufe he had imbibed fomething from each, during his young- 
er days. However, tho’ he tolerated them all, and feems to 
have ftiewn a particular regard to the Jews, yet, as he was 
profeflcdly a Chriftian, and an orthodox, and never fwerved 
from them*it is no^unlikely that his being an Iconoclajl hath 
been the main caufe of all that Hander (W). We are told by 
Photius, that about this time there was a law in force.againft A law 
the Jews, that made it capital for any of them to appropriate againjt 
any of the church’s goods k , which isliowever denied by his them. 
commentator Balfamon , becaufe no fuch one is to be found in 
Thcodofian code. But might not fuch a one have been made 
fince, on account of their buying fo much of the church’s 
plunder from the Qdoflems, as was hinted above ? And might 
not the emprefe Theodora, who persecuted all the Iconoclajis 
with fuch feverity, have made fuch :■ law ■■ gain ft them, on 
purpofe to puniih them for £eing iuvii nr* icifed enemies to 
the worfliip of images ? • 

We know but little of their condition either in Italy or Deceived 
Spain , during thefe two centuries ; except that in the latter, a byafalfe 
Jew, named Serenus , taking advantage of the feuds which cnejjiab, 
reigned between that and France, proclaimed himfclf the A.C.724. 
Meffiah, and drew great numbers of hr nation to follow 
him into Judea, where he was to fix his kingdom. How far 
that deceiver led them, we cannot find ; except that Ambifa , 
the then governor in thofe* parts, took the opportunity to 

• 

fc Phot. Nomocan. tit. 9. p. 123, &feq. 

pborus . But that prince having declaring for the ufe of images, 
declared againft images, the he was extolled to the ikies as a 
Jews were again acculed as the David or JoJiabj by no lefs a 
authors of it, and the Attingans man than Theodore Studitcs , one 
affirmed to be afot of conjurers o'f their miraculous faints; but 
belonging to that nation, meer- as foonasthey found themfelves 
]y to brand the Iconoclajls. difappointed of their hopes, he 

(W) As a proof of this we hath be*en reprefented as a mon- 
may remember, that upon his Her, and had among other op- 
mounting the throne, tho’ by probrious names, that of Sink of 
murder and treafon, yet fo long all religions, given him. 
as there were any hopes of his 

feize 



*40 Hijioryoftbc B.XVI. 

fcizc on all the eftates and effefts which thofe infatuated peo- 
pie had left behind them ; thofe that did not perilh by the 
way, returned to their habitations, where they were at leifure 
to bewail their folly and lofs l . Here alfo, in the reign of Abd- 
al- Rahman or Abderama , who had been acknowledged Khalif 
the weft, and built a famed mofque at Cardona, Houriflied 
R. Judah, the famed R. Judah , a man of great learning, who publifhed 
m (runted a philofophical treatife, to (hew why the fea did not overflow 
J cvv » the land, which was highly applauded by the learned. He 
A.C. 7 63 likevvife tranflated feveral books out of Arabic into Hebrew, 
and compiled a diftionary in the former : all which (hews not 
only that the fciences flouriftied there among tlfe Jews , but 
JiLcwife that the lirft Khalifs favoured them more than they did 
the Chriftians, whom they obliged to build the (lately mofque 
above-mentioned, with the materials they had taken from 
thorn I ". • 

In'vitr tie L 4 N G U F. D 0 C being at this time (as well as great 
^ ribs :h' part of Spain ) in the hands of the Vifigoih, was much in- 
to f an- felled with the ificurfions of the Arabs , who are faid to have 
gucdoc. been in league with, if not invited thither by, the Jews, and 
to have engaged thomfelves, by their help, to mafliicre all the 
Chiiftians. They are likewife accufed to have invited the 
Saracens out of Spain , to fre^theni from the tyranny which 
they itiileicd under the bifhop of Tkolofa, who coming ac- 
cordingly, took Narbonne and Thohfa in their way, and pene- 
trated as far as Lyons , putting all to fire and ('word, as they 
went, except the Jews who had aflifted them in it. Charle- 
magne having aften&r.ds defeated the Saracens , and retaken 
Tholofa , refolved to punifh the treacherous Jews with the ut- 
moft fe verity, who had been the authors of fo muchblood- 
(lied ; but being at length foftened by their groans and cries, 
commuted their punilhment, and only executed the heads of 
The}'- fu- then*, and condemned the reft of thofe that dwelt in that city, 
vijf. ment. to reai ve a box on the ear, three times a year, at the gates 
of one of the churches, which (hould be named by the biftiop, 
and to pay a perpetual fine of thirteen pounds weight of wax. 
The greateft part of this accufation, and of the faffs alleged 
to fupport it, hath been refuted by a late hiftorian n : and "in- 
deed the mild behaviour of’ the emperor towards the Jews, 
fhewsenothing Id's than his fuppofing them the betrayers of 


1 Marca Hill, de Ream. lib. ii c. 2. m Id. ibid. p. 138, & 
fcq. ® BASNAG.ub. iup.l. ix. c. 3. § 8,&feq. 
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that city, or the authors of the Saracens incurfion (X) : but as 
the farther difcuffion of thefe points would not only carry 
us too far, but be a mere repetition of the hiftory of thofe 
monarchs, we fhall refer our readers for a further account 
of it to the hiftory of thofe times, in the fecond and third 
volumes, as well as to the author there quoted. 

They were ftill more favoured under Lewis, firnamed the jf : e j r frf : 
Debonair , whofe chief phyfician was a Jew, named Sede- dit under 
cias, whom feme hiftorians have reprefented as one of the Lewis the 
greateft magicians ia the world °, but who was in fuch high Debonair, 
credit with that prince, that all the courtiers were glad to gain A.C. 815. 
his and his countrymen^ friendfhip, with the nobleft prefents. 

They had the liberty of building of new fynagogues, and ob- 
tained fuch Angular privileges, as could not fail of infpiring 
them with uncommon infolence, as well of raifing jealou- 
fy in the Chriftians, as it accordingly happened, more parti- 
cularly in the diocefe of Lions p ; where Agobard bilhop of it, Dijlurbed 
did not content himfclf with forbidding them to buy any by the bi - 
Chriftian (laves, and the keeping of their Sabbath, but forbad Jbop of Li? 
likewife, under fome«frivolous pretences, the Chriftians to ons » 
buy any wine, or to deal with them during the time of Lent. 

The Jews made no difficulty to complain of the bifhop’s edifts 
to the emperor, who fent three tomraiflaries to Lions to en- 
quire into the truth of it, upon which they were immediately 
reftored to their ancient privileges, to the no fmail mortifi- 
cation of the biffiop, who, tho* otherwife a moderate man, 
and averfe to perfecution, could hardly b^perfuaded of the 
reality of the emperor’s orders, tho* figned with his own feal. 

This made him invent fome new accufations againft them, 
and to fend him frefti remonftrances againft them, figned by 
two other biftiops. Evrard, the chief commiflary, remained 
firrfi to the JewiJb intereft, a*nd all the allegations againft 
them were rejefted at court, as falfe and groundlefs, as indeed 
they deferved, being moftly fuch ; and fome of them fo ridicu- 

0 Danden de fufpeft. de Hserefi. Trithkm Chron. Hirlaur 
gienf. p Vid. Agobard. de Infolent. Judeor. 

(X) The Jews in his reign ing ftiformed it, forbad in- 
boafted that they had been fuf- deed, by a fevere law, allYuch 
fered to buy fome of the richeft abufes for the future ; but nei- 
veffels of the church, ana other ther condemned the Jews to re- 
coftly utenfils belonging to the (lore thofe they had, nor reftrain- 
churches, abbies,tffc. which the ed them from that (hameful 
luxury and avarice of the bi- commerce, but levelled the pe- 
fhops and .abbots had induced nalty wholly againft fuch of his 
them to fell. Charlemagne be- clergy as (hould be guilty of it. 

Moi 3 . Hist. Vo l. XIII. R lous 
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lous as to call no fmall refleftion on the blind zeal of thofe 
prelates. The reader may fee them in the authors quoted in 
the margin 

Hisun- AGO BA R Z>, feeing all his pious endeavours thus 
^^j^^fruftrated, refolved to take a journey to court, in order to 
jufprej/td. t fat piince more effettually againft the Jews ; but he 

failed of fuccefs, being only admitted to an audience of leave, 
wherein he was permitted to go back as he came, without 
any farther fatisfaftion, as he himfelf complains, fo that he 
wafc even afraid of baptifmg the heathen (laves that belong- 
ed to the Jews, for fear of exafperating the court againft him, 
tho’ he offered to pay them the full price for them r . But as 
he did not dare venture upon this laft, without the emperor’s 
leave, he fent to beg his confent to it. What anfwer he had 
we cannot learn ; but if one may guefs by the dreadful curfes 
he pronounces againft the JciviJh nation, in his letter to the 
great and learned Nebudius , bifhop of Narbonne , one may 
conclude that it was not fuch as he liked ; and the fpleen which 
he vents in that uncharitable epiftle, was the lefs excufable, 
becaufe it not only made the Jews the more flout idling and 
infolent, but was like to have caufed a general defeftion ; in- 
fomuch that people not only profefled openly that they were 
to be refpe6led as the pofterity of Abraham and the prophets, 
but began to 1 conform to the JewiJb rites in many in- 
ftances (Y), that were quite fcandalous, and a reproach to 
Chriftianity. 

Under Their cafe wqs not quite fo agreeable to them under 
Charles Charles; firnamed the Bald , when Remijius the bifhop of that 
(he Bald, dioede caufed fome of his clergy to preach every Saturday 
in their fynagogues ; by which fo great a number of their chil- 
dren were like to have been converted, that they were forced 
to fend them away to Vienne in Dauphinc , to Macon and Arles in 
Provence , and other places, where they were more numerous. 
Of this the bifliop fent a complaint to court, and begged of 
that prince to fend oiders to the biftiop of Arles , <bc. to follow 

* AcoBARn.ub. fup. Sc F.pift. Bernard &Everard de Judaic. 
Superftition; ^goiurd Confult. ad procures de Baptifm. 
Judaic, vid. Sc B as nag. ub: fup. $ 14, & ieq. 

1 

(Y) Thus we are told that the fermons preached in their 
fome ot them began to l celebrate own churches ; and that a dca- 
the Sabbath, inftead of the con named Putho , or Paudo , be- 
X^ordVday ; that many of them longing to the court, had re- 
chofe to go and hear the J*w- nounced the church, and gone 
ijh rabuus declaim in their fy- over to the fynagogue. 
nagogugs, rather than to hear 

hi? 
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his method ; and reprefen ted to him, that the converfion of 
thofe children was a greater aft of charity, than the faving 
them o'Jt of the lion’s month. It is likely he confentcd to his 
requeft, for numbers of Jewi/b children were baptized, all 
by their Qwn free choice, and the emperor was foon after 
poifoned by SeJecias, his JewiJb phyfician, lately mentioned, 
who is fuppofed to have been hired to that vile deed. by 
thofe of his own nation*. Thefe are like wife accufed to accvfed of 
have had a great hand in the troubles ‘that happened under oJpJHng 
this reign, by the incurfion of the Normans into feveral pro- the Nor- 
vipces, particularly that of Aquitain y where they were very man3 > 
numerous \ % *and tho^ it is likely the French authors have 
charged them with more crimes than they were guilty of, and other 
fuch as the betraying the cities of Bourdeaux , Perigucs , 6c. treafonu 
which thofe barbarians plundered and burnt *, whilfl the 
Jews are faid to have been exempted fTom the common ca- 
lamity : yet there is no doubt to be made, that they refented 
the lofs of fo many of their children, the/ no violence was ufed 
in converting them (Z), and that they would willingly have 
joined with any ot^er nation, by whom they hoped to be 
freed from fuch a fenfible hardftiip. Kfpecially if we add to 
it, that they were ftill liable to the ignominious fentence 
pafled againft them by Charlemagne, of being buffeted three 
rimes a year at the church door, which was not indeed exe- 
cuted on all the Tholofan Jews , but was in time confined to 
their fyndic or head magiftrate, who received that punifti- 
ment in the name of the reft. To this we may add, that tho* 
their credit was ever fo high at court, during the life of the 
treacherous Sedecias , yet they were liable to many infults 


• Flor. Collett, de Baptif. Haebr. Dachery Spccileg^ vet. 
Script, tom. xii. p. 52. 1 Du« Moulin Hift. Normand. p. 38. 

incert. Autt. de geft. Normand. ap. Du Chene, p. 2. • 


(Z) Fiona, a deacon of the 
church o f Lions in this reign, 
tells us, that the bilhop above- 
named contented himfelf with 
fending for th~ie young Jews, 
and afking them whether any 
of them were willing to become 
Chriftians ; upon whicji fix of 
them begged on their knees 
to be baptiied, whofe example 
was followed by feven and for- 
ty more. And that prelate pro- 


tefts to the emperor, that he 
difmifled the. reft of them intac - 
tos, untouched (38). But tho’ 
there might be no violence ufed 
in their converfion, yet there 
might be other indirett means 
prattifedto induce them, fbch as 
carefl’cs, promifes, gifts, £srV. 
equally cffpableof working upon 
them, and difagreeablc to their 
parents. 


(3S) Fkr. Cel!*&. de Beftifl. fiabr, ap, Decker, f cleft, tom, xii. 
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and affronts from the populace in cities at a diftance from it. 
Thus, for inftance, thofeof Beziers in Languedoc, were yearly 
wont to be driven about with vollies of (tones, from Palm- 
Sunday to the Tttefday in Eqfter- week u, which indignity they 
at length redeemed by a tribute which they paid to the bifhop 
of the place. 

State ef the It is now time to clofe the ninth century, and to pafs on 
Jews dur - to the tenth and eleventh, which we (hall be forced to join, 
ing the to avoid breaking off the thread of the fafts which happened 
\oth and ; n the middle interval between them. We begin, as ufual, 
wthcen - whh thole of the caft, who were, during that time, if we 
tunes. ma y kgjigyg t j^ e i r hiftorians, in a moft flourilhing. condition ; 

efpcciaily with refpeft to learning, which began now to re- 
vive among them, and the vaft number of their doftors, that 
then flourilhed, whilft almoft the reft of the world, efpecially 
the Chriftian countries, were buried in darknefs and ignorance ; 
infomuch that the Jewifh academies, not being capable of con- 
taining the overgrown multitude of their fcholars, they were 
teaming obliged to build a new one (A). They even add, that they never 
begins to had, in any age, before or fince, fo many and fuch excellent 
JlouriJh. doftors as now. It proved, however, but a fhort -lived glory, 
partly thro’ the broils that were bred between the chiefs of the 
captivity and their profeflors and doftors ; but more efpecially 
by the zeal of the cruizaders, who made it an uncommon 
piece of merit to maftacre all the Jews, before they went up- 
on the conqueft of the Holy-land ; all which, joined together, 
caufed the total downfal of their academies, and the utter ex- 
pulfion of the nation from thofe eaftern countries, and obliged 
them to take refuge in Spain and France , and other parts of 
Europe , of all which we ftiall now give an account in as few 
words as the fubjeft will admit of. 

Their aca - D-J V I D, the then chief of the captivity, and a man of 
demies a haughty ambitious fpirit, had raifed the prerogative of that 

8 Catel Hid. Languedoc, lib. iii. 

(A) The reader may recol- whom it began to flourifh about 
left that wt clofed the ninth this time. And tho* it chiefly 
century with an account of the confided in the fludy of phyfle, 
feuds &at reigned between the dialeftics, aftronomy, and aftro- 
hcads of thofe academies, which logy, yet it fo far infpired the 
had quite flopped the.progrefs Jews, with fuch a frefh relilh to 
oflearningamongft them. What them that they immediately ap- 
caufed the levival of it at the plied themfelves to the fame ftu- 
beginning of this, was the ex* ay, and fet their academies again 
ample of the Arabs* among in a flouriftiing condition. 

dignity 
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dignity beyond all his predeceflors (B), and reigned as abfo- ruined by 
lute as any eaftern monarch ; which raifed fuch diflentions their dif- 
be tween him and the chiefs of the academies, as quickly fintiem. 
haftened their downfal w . That of Pundebita had chofen 
/?. Mijhijher for their chief, and David immediately appointed 
another, and the jealoufy which reigned between thofe two 
arofe to fuch a height, during the fpace of five years, that the 
only expedient they could think of to put an end to it, was 
to ereft two fchools in that place, tho’ it had a contrary effeft. 

That of Sora had fcarcely raifed itfelf up from the low de- 
gree it had formerly funk into, when David fent likewife thi- 
ther one Jf. Jom ToS ’, a man fo ignorant and unfit, that the 
academy muft have been foon abandoned, had not they fent 
for a proper perfon from Egypt , to prefide over, and raife the 
character of it. This was R. Saadiah, jf man of great learn- R. Saadi- 
ing and abilities, and who made it his firft care to explode the ah oppofed 
do&rine of the tranfmigration of fouls, which had gone cur- by the 
rent for many ages, not only among the Perfians and Arabs, c ^ e f* 
but even among the Jews . He had already made fome pro- 
grefs in it, when tfie prince of the captivity fent for him to 
fubferibe to a new regulation which he thought w£s repug- 
nant to the JewiJh laws, and which he therefore ftiffly refufed 
to fign, and thereby made him fo far his utter # enemy, that he 
was forced to retire, and feek for (helter in fome place out of 
his retch, where he continued till the breach between them 
was happily made up (C) . 

The 

w Gantz Tzemach, p. 130. 


(B) The Jews complain that 
their chiefs till then ufed to. 
pay tribute to the Khalifs, but 
that he found means to lhake 
off that ignominious yoke ; to 
which two things chiefly con- 
tributed* viz. his long reign of 
thirty years and upwards, and 
the weaknefs of the then Khalif, 
Mochtader , who had been de- 
ppfed twice by his officers, and 
was wholly governed by them f . 

(C) This refufel, wef are told, 
fo exafperated the JewiJh chief, 
that he fent at firft his fon to 
him, with a threatening to have 
his head broke, if he did not 
obey, and other opprobrious 


language, with which Saadiah 
having acquainted his fcholars, 
they raifed an uproar about.him, 
in which they gave him fome 
fevere blows. The academy 
was foon divided into two par- 
ties, in which that of Saadiah 
fo far prevailed, that David was 
depofed from his dignity, and 
hi\ brother Jofeph appointed in 
his room. It was not long how- 
ever, before David got himfelf 
reftored,. and Saadiah was ob- 
liged to flee and feek out for 
a fafe retreat, where he conti- 
nued feven whole years. 

It was during this recefs that 
he compofed the greatefl part 


t Dt hoc vid.jUp. W. ii. p. 5 15, fci Jeq. 
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Jews very The Jewijh nation was at this time fo numerous and pow- 
r.umcrous . crf’ul, that they reckoned no lefsthan nine hundred thoufand 
of them in the city of Phcrutz-Sbiboor (D). This number may 
probably have been greatly exaggerated by the Jeivifb writers. 
Found a However, here it was t^at they had founded a new academy, 

newaca* at the head of which was the filmed R. Sherira , under whom 
a m y' ^ it flourifhed about thirty years. He was a man of great 
' V learning, but a mortal enemy to the Chriftians, efpecially to 
lo ^ / ’ the monks;. and was, on that account, highly refpefted by 
his fcholars and the whole nation, and being at length worn 
out with age, left the chair to his fon Hay, whom the Jnvs 
ftyled the moft excellent of all the excellent. The reft of his 
ch iraftcr and writings the reiuler may fee in the margin (E). 

He 


of rhofc books which were fince 
pubhfhed after his death, and 
go under his name. He found 
means nevertholefs, to be recon- 
ciled to his haughty princ , and 
was again reftored to the ^hair ; ■ 
and having outlived him by le- 
veral years, enjoyed it quietly, 
and with great fuccefs. How- # 
ever, the depefition of the chief 
lhows that that dignity was nei- 
ther abfolute nor unalienable : 
betides, we find fome of the 
chiefs of the academies chofen 
to be princes of the captivity, 
tho' this did not often happen. 
As for the choice of the acade- 
mic chiefs, it was done by the 
plurality of votes 5 though the 
prince’s authority did not a lit- 
tle influence it. Sometimes not 
only the doctors but the people 
joined in the election ; and we 
have an indance of it, during 
this tenth century, when the aca- 
demy of Pun debit a wanting a 
profeflbr, and two candidates 
having offered themfelves, v/ss. 
one Aaron, a rich merchant, and 
Nebemiab, a learned rabbi, the 
former * as chofen by the inter- 
eft of the people, and the latter 


fuccecded him about feventecn 
years after, that is, in the year of 
Cbnft 9 ^ 9 . 

(D) This city, whole name 
iignifics the breach of Sapor , 
Hood about five miles diftant 
from Babylon, and is by fome 
fup poled to have been built by 
Sapor JL king of Pe*'fia, a great 
conqueror, who bmlt many ci- 
ties in that kingdom. Others 
aferibe the honour of it to rab- 
bi Shiabour or Sapor XV. though 
he only founded the academy of 
^ ( 39 )- 

(E) He is pretended to be 
lineally defeended from king 

, David, and as fuch bore the 
lion in his arms, as did all the 
kings of Judah , purfuant to 
Jacob's prophecy concerning 
that tribe (40). But what hath 
rendered him ftill more famous, 
was the number and variety of 
his writings, fuch as his treatife 
on bii)ingor felling, pledges, 
wage-, and on the interpreta- 
tion of dreams, which laft was 
printed St Venice, , among fome 
other pieces of R. Solomon Jar - 
chi, on the fame fubjett (41), 
an. 1625. At Amfierdam> an. 


(-jol Vii, f). H*rk*bt. Bibt. Orient, fub. - -r. (40) Vid.G n . xlix. 9. Seealjb 

•uol. ui, ». 4jO. & fcj ( k P). (41) Bartohc. BibL Bobbin, voL li. jp. 387. 
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He is faid to have been the laft, as well as the grcatefl:, of all 
the Gaons, or fublimes, and to have prefided at that academy 


1636, and 1642. AndatJFrr- 
nterfdorff, with the Sbabare V.iott , 
or Gates of Sion, art. 1690 (42). 
His book intitled Mifopbete She - 
hugbotb % or judgments on oaths, 
in 20 fe&ions, printed at Ve - 
nice, an, 1 602, in which thofe on 
buying and felling, above-men- 
tioned, were Jikewife printed 
there. Hi;> poetic trelafife, inti- 
tled Mujfar llajhckel, or on the 
forming of the underftanding, 
printed at Parisian. 1 562, and 
at Venice , an. >579. His Pirujh 
Sbemotb 42 and 72, or an expD- 
fition of the names of God, 
written with 42 and with 72 
letters (43). And ladly his que- 
llions on the book caWed Jetzi- 
rab , or a treatife of the forma- 
tion, is remarkable for (hewing 
the manner in which the great 
name of God was anciently 
written at J t rufalem\ which be- 
ing fomewhat curious and un- 
common we have here fubjoin- 
ed (44). 


o — 0—0 o 



We (hall forbear inferting the 
conjectures which fome learned 
Chridians have drawn from the 
triplicate number of o’s or cir- 
cles, which they think to have 
been meant to fignify fo many 
lights, implying therety the 
myftery of the three pertons in 
the Godhead. R. Hay was a 


great cabbalid, and hath not 
only explained the terms of that 
art, but his treatife of the voice 
of God, with power, is full of 
cabbaliltical principles. His re- 
putation was fo great among 
thofe of his nation, that they 
docked to him from all parts, 
to confult and hear him; and 
he was chofen chief of the aca- 
demy of Pundebita, as well as 
of that of Pherutz-Jhiabboor , in 
which lad he had fucceedcd his 
father, frftm the 29th year of 
his age. There is even fome 
probability that he was chofen 
likewife chief of the captivity, 
during his father's life-time; but 
they both did, by fome means, 
fo exafperate thofe of their na- 
tion, that they fell into difgrace 
tfometime after under thekhali- 
phat of Al-Kader, who being 
come to the crown, J railed a kind 
of perfecution againd the Je*ws 9 
for having taken too great ad- 
vantage of<hc civil difeords that 
then reigned, nnd had adumed 
greater privileges than they had 
a right to claim. Among them 
Sberira , and his fon Hat, were 
accufed of having raifed their 
authority beyond its due botinds, 
and condemned to be dript of 
all their wealth, dignities, and 
privileges. The former, who 
was then near 100 years of age, 
was apprehended^ and impri- 
foned, but the latter had the 
good luck to efcape, and foon 
after to be redorea to his aca- 
demy, over which he prefided 
till the year 1037 (45). 


(42) Vid. Wolf Bill Habr. p. 34^. ^43) Vid. Noflos Chocbmab, p. 195, & 

Wolf, tth. fup. (44) De hoc auft. mid plur. in Gant sc It&macb David ad jin. Af. 
47 57, fiu Cbr. 997. Sepbtr Jucbaftrt , p. izr . Sbaljht!etb Hakioba/ab, p . 37. 
j De hoc vid. vol. iii. p. 120, & ft f . (45) Gantz, vb.fup , tg al fup . eitat. 
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about 40 years. He died in the year 1037, and in the 69th 
of his age x . 

Tews ter- His fucceflor Hezechias> chief of the captivity, was more un- 
jecutfd. fortunate under that Khalif, as well as the Jews under him; he 
being put to death with all his family, except two of his fons, 
who fled into Spain , by the time he had enjoyed that dignity 
about two years : after which the academies were ordered to be 
(hut up, and the learned doftors obliged to retire into the weft; 
whither they were followed by the reft of that nation, to avoid 
further perfecution. A year or two before, that is, about the 
beginning of Hezechias's reign, happened that famed fchifm 
between the fons of Ajher and Naphtpali, whicji is looked 
The rife i/upon to. have given birth to the firft Mafforiies. They are 
a new at leaft the firft grammarians that took upon them to revife 

fchifm . and correft the facred books (F). However that may be, the 

c perfecution, 


* Gantz ibid.-fub. A. M. 4797. Juchas. p. 125. Sh.ilftiel. 
Hakkabal. p. 37. Bartoloc. Wolf, Hott incer Hiit.Eccl. 
N. T. $ xi. p. 495. 


(F) They were called Mofes 
and Aaron \ and as to their fly ling 
thcmfelves the Tons of Ajher and - 
Naphthalt , that 1 was the name 
of their tribe, and not of their 
parents. Aaron hath been fup- 
pofed by fome critics (46) to 
have been a native of Tiberias , 
becaufe that academy, over 
which he prefided, took his 
part againfl M(fes y and his eaft- 
ern followers, who preferred 
the corrections of his antago- 
nirts.' It were loft labour to 
enquire after his native coun- 
try, but it is plain, from the 
JewiJh hiftorians,that he taught 
in the eaft, under Hezecbias, 
from which,, he might after- 
wards retire to Tiberias , on ac- 
count pf the perfecution. And 
here it was that the doctors gave 
him the preference to JWo/es, as 
he had preferred that city and a- 
cademy to all others, to take re- 
fuge in. However, the difpute 


between him and his competi- 
tor, wa> rot about the points, as 
Cajellus imagined, but about 
the terms of feripture. 

A learned critic in thofe mat- 
ters, who had examined the cor- 
rections of Aaron , both printed 
and in manufeript, makes very 
light of them (47), and thinks 
them pofterior to the Maf[orah > 
and tho’ new, yet too trifling, 
jiotwithftanding the noife which 
that divifion hath made, which 
is no more than common, moft 
of the fchool difputes being of 
that nature. However, if he 
is right, it ftill (hews the autho- 
rity of the Hebrew to be the 
greater, and that the original 
text, had till then been fo far 
referved in its purity, as to 
and in no great need of their 
correClioh. 

That thefe two competitors 
flourilhed in the eleventh cen- 
tury, feems ' indifputable not 


(46) Cap el. Art an, PunSoU (47} Simon Hift, Grit . V, T. 
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perfecution, which was partly owing to the civil difcords that 
then reigned among the Khalifs (of which we have fpoke more 
fully in their hiftory f) and partly to the jealoufy which they 
conceived of the chief of the captivity r, and of their railing 
fome revolt, proved fo fevere and violent, as to bring on not 
only the deftru&ionof their family, the (huting up of all the 
academies, as we lately hinted, but likewife to oblige the reft Expelled 
of the JewiJb nation to feek for refuge, .fome in the deferts/™** the 
of Arabia, and others in the provinces of the weft. And^* 
here it is that molt authors place the total extinction of the Retire into 
dignity of thj princes of the captivity ; tho* if we may believe Spain, 
the JewiJh. traveller^ Benjarnin de Tudela, and rabbi Peta-& c - 
chiah , who vifited thofe parts in the 12 th century, they ftill End of 
found one of thofe chiefs among the difperfed Jews in Perjia , their 
who was called Samuel , and boafted hinjfelf lineally defcend -princes. 
ed from the great prophet of that name ; and for proof of it, 
produced a regular genealogy from the one quite down to the 
other; which, if true, proves, ill. that thofe princes were not 
all of the lineage of David , as the Jews pretend : fecondly, 
that they were not \*iholly aboliflied in the 1 1 th century, tho* 
they muft be fuppofed to have funk much from their former 
fplendor and authority, if they really enjoyed more than the 
bare name. And as for the academies, efpccially thofe of 
Sora , P undebit a, and Pharutz-Shiboor, it plaiRly appears that 
they were quite aboliilied from the year 1039; and if any 
fchools were left in thofe parts that afTumed the name of aca- 
demies, they were too poor and obfeure tc^deferve it (G). We 

have 

+ Vol. iii. p. 131, & feq. x Solomon, Ben Vine. Sheveth 
Jehudah, p. 307. 

only becaufe they taught in the* taken occalion from thence lo 
Babylonijh academies, which triumph over the Jews, anti to 
were (hut up foon after ; but prove to them, from the prophe~ 
becaufe the learned Maimonides, cy of Jacob (49), that it is vain 
who flourilhed in Egypt , in the and abfurd in them to expeffc 
enfuing century, formed his own the Meffiah to come, feeing, by 
copies from that of Ben AJher , their own confeflion, the feep- 
fo that this laft muft have lived tre hath been fo long departed 
fome years before him, feeing froih Judah , Sec. And it is true 
his corrections had been alrea- indeed, that they have nbw no 
dy approved in Egypt. # And if longer that pretence to invalidate 
thofe revifers are ftill more an- the force 6f that noble prediction 
cient, as is generally pretended, againft them. But whoever con- 
then are they th$ lefs to be fiders it in its full extent and 
charged with novelty ( 48 ) . purport, as we have endeavoured 

(G) The Chriftians have to ftate it, in feveral parts of 

(£8) Fid. Bo/nag. ub. /up, /, iz, c, 4. § 17. ( 4 u) Gjsrts 49, 10. 

this 
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have now nothing more to mention of them in the eaft, ex- 
Terfecuted cept that fhort-Uved perfecution which they fuffered in Egypt ; 
i* Egypt, under the reign of Hakem , who pretended to fet up a new re- 
ligion, oppofite to all others, and which was that of the 
Druji, little known to us, if it was not the fame with that of 
the ancient Druids , but which he had blended with a vaft 
number of the moll extravagant and impious notions not 
worth repeating ; which he affirmed to have had from the 
' Deity. The vail number of difciples which he gained among 
the heathens, made him rcfolve to perfecnte the Chriftians 
and Jews, as the only ones that oppofed his dofrrine ; the 
latter o f * whom he obliged ro wear a mArk of diftrnftion, and 
ordered all their fynagogucs to be fhut up, and them to be 
Rtjlored, cudgelled into compliance : but as he was of an inconftant 
A . C. temper, he foon changed his mind, and reftored them to 
1026. their ancient liberty * before he died (H). But it is now high 
time to pafs into the weft. 

Jews in We begin with Spain, where the wars between the Sara- 
Spain in tens and the Chriftians, which reigned during the iorh centu- 
the 10 th yy f gave them fuch time to breathe, that their ill tools were 
andi \ tb j n a flortriftiing condition under the khalifats of Abd- Allah and 

* See the Kitab Almakid, trtmflatedby M. De la Croix, & 
D. Herbelot Bibl. Orient, fub voc. 

this work($o), will eafily fee and fhall dwell no longer upon 
that the good old patriarch it. 

could not mean by . ^he words (H) Hakirrt’wzs murdered by 
feeptre, and lawgiver, fuch order of his filler, A.C. 1026, in 
princes as thole chiefs of the the mountain of Moccatam , to 
captivity were, who, even in which he was wont to repair 
their moll profperous ftate, every morning, under pretence 
were at belt mere tributary *of holding an intercourfe with 
flaves to the princes under the deity. Harnxab , who had 
whom they lived, fubje&t) their been his mailer, took the ad- 
Iaws and capricious will, and li- vantage of the privacy of the 
able to be depofed, imprifoned, fad, to perfuade bis difciples, 
or even put to death by them, that he had only difappeared 
And can we think that fuch an for a time, and would retorn 
imaginary dignity, which was again after a while; and the 
neither hereditary nor confined Dru/i, his difciples, who are 
to th<? tribe of Judah % could be now mailers of Mount -Leba- 
the feeptre and lawgiver there tnis , of Berythus , and fome 
meant? But wc haveffiifficient- other cities in Syria, expe£t him 
ly proved, ia the places lall quot- as much as the Jpws do their 
cd out of this work, that they Mefiiah(i). % 
were long departed from them, 

( cq) See /in;. Iiifl . <r d iji. p, ^ 17, &? fa. (GV W. x. p. 629. (l ) D Henbelot 
Bit!. Orient, f. 41S, Kitub AlmikaiJ, translated by Peter is la Croix, 
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Abd-Al-Ramah, the latter of which reigned above 50 years with centuries . 
great fuccefs, whilft the Jews grew numerous and wealthy* 
and abounded with learned doftors, both Spaniards and of 
other nations. Among the latter was the celebrated Mofes, Mofcs 
firnamed Cloathed with fackcloth , becaufe, in his coming from Sack- 
the eaftern countries, he had been taken by fome corfairs, cloth 
and fold- to the Jews of Cordowa , who paid his ranfom out 
of charity. Mofcs being Hill deflitutc of every thing, even 
of clothes to cover his naked nefs, wrapped himfelf about with 
a fack, and in that defpicable gnife 11 fed daily to go and 
hide himfelf m foine corner of the ichoul, to hear their lec- 
tures. Itvtfas notion^, however, before he gave them luch 
pregnant proofs of his learning and merit, by his queftions 
and arfwcrs* that the then profeflor yielded the chair to 
him of his own accord. He was foon after chofen chief of c hofn 
the nation with a confiderable income : but his defire of re- chief, 
turning to,his native country was like to have deprived them A.C.96S. 
of him, had not Hakcm, theKhalif then reigning *, put a flop 
to his going, for fome reafons of Hate, and retained him to ex- 
plain the thahpud td the Spanijb Jews (1), and to determine 
all their controverfies. Mofcs, according to the Jewifh ftyle, A.C.997. 
reigned with great credit and applaufe, till the year 997, and 
left the throne, or chair, to his Ion Enoch . 

Jf A S H E T M, who fucceeded his father % Hakcm at Cor - ffialmud 
down , went Hill farther, and caufed the thalmud to be tranf- tranflatcd 
lated into Arabic , whether out of curiofity to know what that into Ara- 
fo much boa (led book contained, or perhaps, rather to render bic. 
it more common there, and fo prevent the Jews frequently 
going to Bagdad or Jerufalem. R. Jofeph , one of Mofcs’ s 
difei pies, was appointed to prcfide over the verfion, and fuc- 
cccded fo well in it, that it jnade him quite proud and ar- 
rogant, fo that he ftrenuoufly oppofed theele&ionof EnocJ) to 
the chair. Neverthelefs, Enoch’s party not only carried it 

Dehoc&preced. vid.fup. vol.ii.p. 339* & fieq. &p. 483 , Sc feq. 

(I) That book was fo little lif, who was an Omniade, and 
known at this time in Spain, it was apprehenfive left this fre- 
feems, that when any difputes quept intcrcoufe in the call, 
arofc among them, they ufed where the Abajfides , his mortal 
to fend deputies to the Babylo- enemies, reigned, fhould give 
nijh academies, to have them rife to fogie dangerous change, 
decided by their dottors. The put at once an end to it, by let- 
very prayers which they ufed till g up this Mofes for their ora - 
on the grand expiation-day, and cle ; by whom all difputes and 
other national falls, had been controverfies were decided with* 
compofed by R. Mifftm, one of out going farther, 
the Babylonijh chiefs. The Kha- 

againft 
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R. Jofeph againft him, but caufed him to be excommunicated ; upon 
excommu - which he firft applied to Hajhcym ; but he rfefufing to meddle 
nicateds i n the difpute, Jofeph was forced to leave Spain, and took the 
road to Bagdad, in hopes to have been protefted by the 
famed R» Hay , who was then chief there : but he alfo fent 
him word that he could not receive a man that had been ex- 


communicated by the Spanijh fynagogue ; fo that he was 
obliged to retire to Damafcm , where he died fome years after, 
without being able to obtain a reverfion of his fentence a . 

The wars in Spain being Hill as violent during the 1 ith 
century, as they had been during the ioth, thfi ^ews reaped 
no fmall benefit from it, during the fifth four years of it; in 
R.Sam- which R. Samuel Levi , being fecretary and prime minifter to 
Levi chief the king of Granada, , was by him created chief of the JewiJh 
of the Jews nat ; on ^ an£ j u f e d ^11 his credit to promote the in tereft and 
honour of it, and even to the fending for fome of themoft 
io27 ‘ learned doftors from Babylon , Afric, and Egypt, to whom he 
A. C. was a very liberal benefaftor. He had even the good fortune 
1055. to fee himfelf fucceeded by his own fon, in all his dignities, 
tho’ his being a haughty and arrogant youth was no fmall grief 
to his father, who was particularly famed for his humility 
and fweetnefs of temper, even in his moft profperous ftate. 
But their tranquility was foon difturbed, by an unexpected 
accident. And one rabbi Halevi , a learned and zealous Jew, 
having undertaken to convert the Mojlcms to the Jewiflo 
religion, to which the verfion of the thalmud into Arabic 
lately mentioned, was a great help, foon awoke the jealoufy 
of the Granadan king, who could not but relent fo bold an 
attempt, againft the then eftablifhed religion, by one that was 
Perfected barely tolerated. He therefore caufed the JewiJh rabbi to be 
in Grana- apprehended and hanged ; after which he began fuch a fierce 
da, A. C. perfecution of that nation, that about 1500 families of them 
1046. that lived within his dominions, felt the dreadful effe&s of 
it ; which proved the more fevere, a6 they were, by a long 
feries of profperity, become very wealthy and powerful b ; and 
becaufe there was reafon to fear that the other princes of 
Spain would have followed his example ; neverthelefs, they 
had the good hick to feq it quickly ftopt there, and with- 
out ^reading itfelf out of that kingdom (K). 


* Gantz,Tzemach, p. 130. b Solom. BenVirg. p. 8. 


(K) However as it was To 
violent vvhilft it I a fled, the 
Jews took it into their head 
that God had caufed that difat- 
tvT to be bewailed a long time 


before-hand, becaufe they had 
then kept a folemn fall all over 
Spain, on the 9th of December , 
the day on which this perfecu* 
tion afterwards began. ♦. 

They 
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They would have undergone a more fevere and deftruc- Ferdi- 
tive one, under king Ferdinand , (who, at the inftigation of his nand op* 
bigotted wife, was going to fanftify his war againft the Sara- P°M by 
cens by the extirpation of the Jews ) had not the biftiops, and thehijhops. 
even the pope, Alexander II. put a flop to his furious 2eal, by 
publicly oppofing and condemning it (L). But what moft 
probably put them out of all danger from that monarch and 
his fucceflor, was the revolution which the Moors caufed in 
Afric, by which ^faw/^diftrefled on every fide, found him- 
felf obliged to befriend and carefs, inftead of opprefling them, 
in order to make them ferviceable to him with their purfes and 
afliftance. Accordingly, they were promoted by him to con- A. C. 
fiderable polls, and obtained fuch other privileges, that pope 1080. 
Gregory quite difapproved of them (M), tho’his cenfures could 
not prevail upon him to retraft them. His grandfon Peter fc Peter 
was no lefs deaf to the remonftrances of Nicholas de Valen - refufes to 
tia , who endeavoured to divert him from joining in the cru- pcrfccute 
fade or holy war, lately publilhed ; by reprefenting to him them, 
that he had too many dangerous enemies in his bofom, mean- A. C. 
ing the Jews , to nqed to go fo far to feek new ones. He io 9 ^- 

(L) That pontiff having been who were only a kind of Haves 
acknowledged in Spain, for the nnderthem (2). Ithathbeenquc- 
lawful pope, againft his com- ftioned whether {his letter was 
petitor Honorius , he wrote them diredled to the biftiops of France 
a letter, in which he highly com- or thofe of Spain ; but the conti- 
mends their laudable oppofi- nual wars which the Spanijb 
tion to Ferdinand's bloody defign monarchs were waging againft 
againft the Jews, by which he the Saracens mentioned in it. 
was going to take away the fufficiently (hews that it was di- 
lives of thofe to whom probably reeled by that pontiff to the bi- 
God might grant light and im- (hops of Spain. 
mortality. He condemns his • (M) One of them efpecially, 

zeal as furious and unchriftian, that pope highly refented ; ws. 
and reminds him of the exam- his fetting up the Jews to be 
pie of pope Gregory the great, judges over the Chriftians, for 
who had ftrenuoufty oppofed which he upbraids him with 
the like perfections, and the having fet up the fynagogue of 
pulling down of the JewiJh fy- Satan above the church of 
nagogues. He concludes with Chrijl (3). Alfonfo * however, 

(hewing them the difference be- was too much intangled with 
tween the Saracens , againft his war, to liften to his rerfton- 
whom the prince was going to ftrances, fo that he let the Jews 
wage war, and who were" perfe- enjoy their^privileges and liber- 
cutors, and the mortal enemies ties, in fpighc of all the pontiff's 
of the Chriftians and the Jews, orders to the contrary. 

(«) Alexand. II. Epift, xxxir. p. 1 1S3. (3) Greg. VII. Epifl 5 . lib. :x. F.pijl. 

ii- 177, Fid* Ba/nag ub, jup t lib. ix. C. 5* 

infilled* 
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infiftcd ia particular, that they hated the Chriftians to fuch a 
degree, that they never gave them any other than a middling 
gtceting ; (the reader may fee the meaning of that obfcure 
expreflion in the margin (N). ) to which he added many other 
incentives equally ridiculous, to. which the king, who was 
averfe to persecution, only lent a deaf ear. However, this did 
not fave the Jews from being maflacred by the crufaders, in 
fcveral other parts of Spain 9 by way of begging a bleiling on 
their holy expedition. 

Men of Notwithstanding all thefe perfections, Spain pro- 
learnhg. duced a great number of learned rabbies, during this nth 
century, particularly the celebrated Samuel Cop If is y a native 
of Cordova , who publiftied a commentary on the Pentateuch, 
the manufeript of which is ftill extant in the Vatican library. 
Thofe who have examined it, commend it as an excellent 
work, only too fujl*of allegories. He died A. C* 1034. Soon 
after him flourilhed no lefs than five Ifaacs at once, all of 
them famed for their writings, whole farther charattei and 
works the reader will find in the margin (O). But this in- 

creafe 


(N) He intimated by it, that 
when the Jews faw a Cliriftiaq 
afar off coming towards them, 
they prayed to the gods and 
goddeiles to deflroy him : when 
he was come nigh enough to 
him, they wiftied ftim health 
and a long life : and when he 
was gone far enough out of 
hearing, they prayed to God 
that the earth might open and 
fwallow him up* as it did Co- 
ral ) and his rebellions crew ; or 
that the fea might overwhelm, 
him, as it had done Pbaroab (4). 

(O) One of them was called 
1/aac Alphejii becaufe he was 
come over from Africa , and 
out of the kingdom of Fez t into 
Sp(iin 9 probably with the Mlra- 
bethon*, or* as Mart anna calls 
th?m, Almoravides t who were 
dw'/cended from the Arabi- 
an Ucmerltcs , who became 
Chriftians in the reign of Juf- 
tinian . The Morabethons hav- 


ing conquered Mauritania , un- 
der their general Abubekker y his 
nephew Jofeph extended his 
conquefts as far as Sfain, where 
his family reigned till the 12th 
century. And this Jfaac Al- 
phefi may be fuppofed to have 
come thither about the fame 
time, where he was looked up- 
on as the mod learned man of 
his age, and became chief of the 
•captivity there. His epitaph 
which was wrote in hexameters, 
was to this purport : “ Let it 
“ be engraved on this' ftone, 
“ that the light of the world 13 
“ gone out, and that the foun- 
“ tain of wifdom is depofited 
“ within this tomb. Daughters 
“ of Sion come and weep ; the 
“ world is buried and ftricken 
“ with blindnefs; weep and figh, 
“ for the ark and the tables of 
“ the law are broken in pieces 
“ with this dp&or (5).” 

Another was the fon of Ba - 


( 4 ) o Ben Firg.f. - jn , ('5) Dev, Gentn. «#. /'//./>, 134 , 

* rucb\ 
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create of learned men did not fail of increafing their old feuds Feuds and 
and quarrels, and dill more between their difciples and them, broils 
For thefe having gained a tafte of polite learning, wanted to 
dive dill deeper into the arts and fciences, which their maders *&***• 
were nolefs delirous and careful to prevent. We have had fre- 
quent occafion, thro* the courfe of their hidory, to obferve that 
they bred them up in a Angular contempt for all kind of fo- p ro plau* 
reign learning ; and we find, in the apodil to the text of the learning 
Mijhna , a tevere curfe intailed on him that breeds up a boy, condemned 
and him that fullers his fon to learn the Greek tongue ; as if by fame . 
the one was equally impure as the other. But by this time 
we are now .upon, th§y found it next to impofliblc * to fup- 
prefs either the knowlege of foreign tongues, or many of their 
ftudious difciples confequently from diving into their books, 
and conceiving a Angular liking for polite literature : fo 
that the profeflors now began to divide themfelves on that ac- 
count, fome by endeavouring to fupprefs and condemn that 
prophane curiofity, others by redraining it within fome li- 
mits, and a third fort, by giving it its full fcope and liber- 
ty (P) ; and thefe l$ft fo far prevailed, that the young ftu- 
dents began to apply themfelves fo clotely to thefludy of the 


mch 9 who deduced his genea- 
logy from Baruch, Jeremiah's 
fecretary, and pretended that 
his family had paffed into Spain 
at the deilrudlion of Jerufalem 
by Titus. He was fuch a lover 
and mailer of the mathematics, 
that the king of Granada called 
him the Mathematician, and 
heard him read feveral le&ures 
on that fcience at court. He con- 
. unued in that country, greatly 
efteemed, till his death, which 
happened an. 1007, when he gave 
an ample proof of hisrepentance 
for havihg fallen out with the for- 
mer lfaac , and having reje&ed 
all means of being reconciled to 
him : for, finding his death ap- 
proaching, he fent his fon to 
him to obtain his pardon^ which 
the other, who was as near his 
latter end, readily granted, and, 
as a token of his fiqcenty, took 
care q f that youth's education 
whilft he lived. The other 


jhree were likewife men of 
learning, but oftfhe fame proud 
leaven, and fo not worth dwell- 
ing longer upon. 

(P) It was indeed in a man- 
ner impoflihle for them to pre- 
vent the learning of foreign 
tongues; for how could they 
that lived in Egypt avoid fpcak- 
ing Greek x thofe in the Roman 
' empire Latin , thofe in Spain the 
Saracen or Arabic t Notwith- 
ftanding which, R. Solomon , who 
was profefTor at Barcelona , in 
this eleventh century, took up- 
on him to excommunicate every 
Jew that fhould be<*in to learn 
Greek before he was 20 years of 
age,* which, tho’ a wide flep 
from the rigid nefs of the ind- 
ent law, proved fo little fatif- 
faftory, that R. Ma> *, without 
minding his anathema, gave 
thefe young ftudents a full liber- 
ty to learn both the languages 
and fcienccs. 


mathematics, 
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mathematics and other fciences, that Spain, in a little time, 
produced a great number of learned men among them c . 

It proved far otherwife in Fratfce , where the fcarcity of 
rabbiesof any note was fuch, during thefe two centuries, that 
we do not read of above five or fix that diftinguiftied them- 
felves for their learning. The moft celebrated of them was 
R. Gerfbom, or Gerjion , who, whether a native of Frdnce, or 
of Mentz in Germany, as moft pretend, publiftied there his 
book of conftitutions, which, tho’ it was a long time before 
it could meet with the approbation of the reft of the JeiviJh 
dodlors, yet it was at length received as a body of excellent 
laws, about the year 1204, and its author dignified with 
the title of Light of the French captivity d . He is affirmed 
by fome to have died an. 1028, and by others 40 years later. 
So that thofe who pretend that he flourifiied in the ninth 
century, are egregioufiy miftaken. He had fome eminent 
difciples, whofe charadters and writings the reader will find 
in the margin (QJ. 

c Gantz Sc al. ub. fup. J Id. ibid. Bartoloc. ub. fup. 
tom. iv. p. 69, Sc fcq. Wolf Bibl. Haebr. fub voc. 


(Q) The moft celebrated of 
them was R . 7 aacoh, the fon 
of Jekar , a great tnufician, and 
cafuift, whole decifions are re- 
ceived with the greateft efteem, 
and cannot be rejefLd without 
incurring a crime. He is faid 
to have flouriftied about the 
fame time with his mafter; 
and to have died in the fame 
year. The next was R. Judah , 
firnamed Aberceliomta, who was 
a profeffor of laws at Barcelona , 
and wrote a treatife on the 
rights of women, and another 
on the various JewiJh calcula- 
tions of time ; fuch as from the 
exod, from the firft JewiJh mo- 
narch, fiom the entry of Alex- 
ander into Jerufaletn , Sec. which 
Jaft was followed down to the 
1 oth century, when rabbi She - 
nr ah, formerly mentioned, ob- 


liged the Jews to reckon from 
the creation of the world f . 
Judah likewife publiftied fome 
fermons. The laft worth men- 
tioning, was R.Mofes Hadarjhian, 
or the Preacher. Thefe two 
laft introduced preaching in 
their fynagognes, which had 
been till then much neeledted ; 
but the latter feems by his title 
of Preacher , to have been the 
moft admired, and was like- 
wife the author of the Berejhith 
Rahhah , or large comment on 
Gencfis , often quoted by Clirif- 
tians (6) againft the Jews, and 
by us frequently in their preced- 
ing hiftory. He died in the year 
1070, and left behind him a no 
lefs celebrated difciple, viz. Solo* 
monjarchi . or the Lunatic, whom 
we have had frequent occafion 
to mention in this chapter. 


t Bee before, p. 13, fub mtf. (6) Vid. inf. al. Pet, G ilat'n, v.c* l. viii. e. lx. 
(s alib. Reym. Pugh Fidti Mic. N tender al. mult • 


"But 
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But among the reft of the French rabbies of this centu- T!>cjham 
ry, we muft not omit the author of the pretended hiftory of Joie. 1 
JoJipp Ben Coriotiy whom* as we have elfewhere lhcwn, the ' 7 ,a ‘ f 
Jews have fubftituted for the Greek hiftorian of that name*. 

This JewiJh impoftor, to gain the greater credit with his [f 
readers, begins with giving himfelf out for a royal prince and J 
priijl of the Jewilh nation, in whofe perfon providence had united V he / >),' 
thofe two dignities , to w dr again)! their enemies. He calls himfelf tu J es b \ 
the Jofeph/h// of the fpirit of wifdom and widerftanding , o f coun - ' 

fely fortitude , knowledge , and of the fear of the Lord; and wko' e I* 
facrtjiced his (jfe to the defence of the fan fluary and people of 
God c . He adds, that <wie of his foldicrs, one day, cried aloud 
to him, thou art the man of God. Blejfed he the God of Ifrael, 

•who hath created the foul that animates thee 9 and hath endowed 
thee with fuch extraordinary wifdcqi J Anc^when taken by the 
Romans , their army afked each other with tears. Is that the per - 
fonfo admired among the Jews, and fo dreaded by the Romans ? 

How is he caught , w l o was alone once able to injeft tc t ror into 
our army , and hath filled the univerfe with the fame of his va- 
liant deeds? Titus himfelf was no lefs taken with his perfon 
and courage, and raifed him above all the priefts and Levites 
of his nation (R). 

We have already taken occafion to fpeak of his fabulous His hiftory 
hiftory, and the occafion of his impoling it on* the world in s 

an age fo far remote from that in which he pretends to have wrote 
wrote it, as well as of the time in which it began to be made °PP°/ : ~ r 
known to the world, viz. si. C. 1140. His impofture hath tlGn 
however fo well fuccecded by his pirating from the Creek t> 7 € ^ ° C ~ 
and original Jofephus y fuch fa&s as were to his purpofe, mif- ** Ui> * 
reprefenting and adding fuch others as he pleafed, and couch- 
ing his hiftory in the Hebrew tongue, whereby the Greek 011c 
became not only neglefted but tufpicious, and at length j*c- 
jefted as a forgery, by thofe of his nation. So that we need 
not wonder if the generality of them have fince extolled it to 


* 4 >ee Anc. Hifl: vol. x. p. 695, & (H). e Vid. Ladisr. Decret. 

lib. i. c. 10. ap. Verbocz Corp. jur. Hungar. 


(R) Thus much we thought 
necefiary to mention to give a 
fketch of the modefty and elo- 
quenceofthis Jt nxijh braggado- 
cio i in which we need noc won- 
der that a man who defigned to 
impofe fuch a forgfry on the 
world, ftiould be fo lavifh of hia 
breath in blowing his own trum- 

MoD.HlST.Voi. XIII. 


pet ; tho’ we juftly may, that fo 
many ofhis own nation fhoulK be 
infatuated enough to join in the 
chorus, and raiic his chara&er 
and panegyric even beyond 
what he himfelf had done, as 
we have had occafion to fnew 
at the beginning of this chap- 
ter. 

the 


S 
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the (kies, and fo many learned men among the Chriftians have 
been deceived by it. As to the fuller confutation of the au- 
thor and his hiftory, and the many fal (hoods, contradictions, 
abfurdities, &c. which plainly prove its forgery, we (hall, for 
brevity’s fake, refer our readers to the authors quoted in the 
margin f , and proceed with our Jewijh hiftory in other na- 
tions in Europe . 

lews in We begin to find them flourifhing in Hungary towards the 
Hungary, latter end of the i ith century, when St. Ladijlaus> who then 
A. C. reigned, convened a fynod, in which were made feveral regula- 
1092; tions, fuch as if a Jew fhould marry, or, as tlys: aft words it, 
fibi ajfociaverit y a Chriftian woman, or buy a Chriftian (lave, 
they (hould be fet at liberty, and the price given for them 
confifcated to the bifhop 6. His fon Coloman being come to. 
the throne, forbad^hem, by a new law, the ufing of Chriftian 
(laves, but permitted them to buy and cultivate lands, 01? 
condition they ufed no other but Pagan Haves, and fettled 
only in fuch places as were under the jurifdift ion of a hi- 
lltop h . Thefe two laws (hew the Jews to have been nume- 
rous and powerful in that kingdom. 

Succefsin They were no lefs fo in Germany and Bohemia, where 
Hungary they had built many (lately fynagogues, in moft of their noted 
tfWBohc- cities, particularly in the former, at Treves, C&logn, Mentz, 
mia * and Francforf \ They had likcwife fettled themfelves in the 

latter, ever fince the 10th century, when they aflifted the 
Chriftians againft the irruptions of the barbarians, and for 
which they were allowed to have a fynagogue there alfo (S). 

They 


f Colodan. Reg. deer. lib. i. ad an. 1 100 ap.VsRBOCz. ub. 
fhp.p. 65. s Josippon feu }osepj{ Ben Gorion, Hift. Jud. librt 
(ex p. 3.09, Sc 346. k De lfoj l vid. Basnac. Hilt, desjuifo 
lib. lx. an. 6. paif. 


{$) We arc told however, 
that they were-io much terrified 
by a variety of prodigies which 
fgenicd tonhreaten the deftruc- 
tion of the world, that having 
lolhall hopes of the coming of 
the Meluah, they for the moft 
part embraced Chriftianity. 
And indeedy if we may believe 
thofe hillonans, this eleventh 
century was remarkably preg- 
nant with fuch wonders, and 
nothing fo common as the then 
fntercourfe between this and the 


other world ; there being fcarce 
a night in which there were not 
fome travellers from the one to 
the other. Pope Benedi & XII. 
was feen to come from thence, 
mounted on a black horfe, to 
give notice of a bilhop being 
cruelly tormented there, be- 
caufe all his alms had been the 
fruit of his extortions ; and ty 
advife his Yurviving brother to 
open the cli efts of his ill-gotten 
wealth, and diftribute it to the 
poor. Others came to inform 
againft 
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They underwent indeed, in feveral parts, fome grievous perfe- 
cutions from the zealots, fuch as thofe we have hinted under 
the lafl note; but the emperor Henry (not the Vth, as the 
Jews have miftaken it but his father, who was then at vari- 
ance with pope Gregory about fome inveftitures) having de- Protefied 
dared himielf for them, they were not only refettled in their an- by the em- 
cient abodes, but had, by his orders, all the goods refunded/^/ or, 
which they had been plundered of. This occafioned frefh A. C. 
complaints and accufations, they being charged with having io 9 &- 
magnified their lodes, in order to enrich themfelves by a 
more plentiful reftitution, which, if true, they did eafily 
bear the fcandal of, foe the advantage they gained by it. 

But what moft contributed to kindle the heat and fury of 
the zealots againft them, was the march of the crufaders Majfacrid 
thro’ Cologn , Mentz , Worms , Spires, and^Dther cities of Gcr- cru ~ 
many , where they committed frefh maflacres in every one"'" 
from April to July, on thofe that refufed to be converted. ' ‘ s 
The Jewifh hiftorians reckon but 5000 that were either but- 
chered or drowned; and as to the number of thofe that faved 
themfelves by diflembling, it was beyond compute k ; and 
they are fo far from having exaggerated the particulars of that 
persecution, that the Chriftians make the number of the for- 

Shalfheleth Hakkabalah, fub A. M. 4856 *p. 1 10. k Id, 
ibid. 


againft whole monafteries of 
nuns, who were employed in 
making drawers for men, which 
made them burn with lafl to- 
wards them. All which, and 
many more, patted for current 
in thofe times. 

However, thofe prodigies h?ul 
not converted fuch numbers of 
the Jews, but that there was Hill 
left a quantity fufficient to ftir up 
the zeal of a prieft named Gotefeal 
againft them, who at the head of 
15 000 banditti, committed the 
moft horrid outrages againft 
them, and was fupported and 
encouraged in .it by fome of the 
crowned heads. He had al- 
ready gone thro’ Franconia* and 
was entered lIurAar,* when 

( 7 ) Maulin' s Chw?, G"iK‘in. 1. XV. & 
Pijior, litji . Gtrm tom u: ho A> C, ic< 

s 


they were jeaught plundering 
the Chriflians as well as the 
Jews, ravifhing their wives, and 
giving themfelves up to all kind 
of debaucheries : and he was 
.furprifed in the midft of them, 
and (lain with the greateft part 
of his troops. (7) The land- 
grave of Liningbcn having tak- 
en it in his head to follow his 
Heps, and declare himfelf the 
persecutor of the Jews, had 
likewife made fome havock 
amosg them, and penetrated as 
far as the Hungarian borders, 
when he was likewife furprifed 
and defeated by the brave Hun- 
garians , who were come to put 
a Hop to his farther pro- 
-grefs (8). 

xvi. t> 1 a^-r»5. (S) Li, Ibid, 

9 * 
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mer much greater, and the manner of it even more dread- 
ful 1 (T) : and as for the latter, they only made a (hew of 
Chriftianity till the ftorm was over, and relapfed all into Ju- 
daifm by the next year. The biftiop of Spires , more hu- 
mane than the reft, not only protefted thofe that took re- 
fuge under him, but caufed fome of their perfecutors to be 
hanged. The Bavarian annalifts give us a Hill more dread- 
ful account of thofe in their country m , of whom they tell us 
above 12,000 were (lain; and all agree that the number of 
thofe that perilhed in other parts of Germany was almoft in? 
finite. # 

During This was the firft crufade ; the newt, which, was publifh- 
thefecond e j years after, might have proved no lefs violent againft 
them, (it being promoted with great zeal and fuccefs along the 
Rhine y by the heryiit RodolphiiSy who was charged with the 
tL’i 4, care of it : the common cry of the preachers being then, 
that they muft exterminate all the enemies of Chrift within 
their own territories, before they went to feek new ones in 
foreign parts) had not this pulpit eloquence alarmed them 
time enough to give them an opportunity of retiring to Nu- 
remberg, and other principal cities, where they met with a 
kind reception and aprote&ion from the emperor. It muft 
be owned, however, that that hermit’s perfecting doftrine 
was difpleafilig to many Chriftian bilhops and others, and 

1 Vid. Addit. ad Lambert Schaffnaburg. Pistor. Hid. 
Germ. tom. iii. ad. A.C. 1089. Berthold. Constant. Append, 
ad. Hcrm. ap. Wurstis, tom. i. p. 375. Hid. Trevor, ap. Da- 
cher. fpecil. tom. xii.p. 236. m Aventin. Annal. Bolor, lib. 
v. p. 361. 

(T) Thefe inform us that tifm ; whilft others, more def- 
ttere were no lefs than 1400 perate, put an end to their 
burnt at Mentx , and that the own lives. Much the fame was 
diforder which happened on done at Triers, or Trevesy where 
that occadon, was the caufe of the very women, at the fight of 
one half of that city being re- the coming crufaders, murdered 
duced to allies. Thofe of Worms their own children; telling them 
went to beg the bifhop’s pro- that it was much better thus to 
tedlion, who refufed to grant it, difpazch and fend them into 
untefs they turned Chrillians ; Abraham % bofom, than to leave 
and as the people were very them to the mercy of the 
eager, they gave them (o Chrillians. Others loading 
little time to deliberate, that themfelves with fhnes, flung 
the mod intimidated of them themfelves and them into the 
immediately accepted of bap- Rhine {9).' 


( 9) Vid* Hifl* Germ. & ol.fup . ttiat* 


that 
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that St. Bernard did in particular write a letter to the arch- 
biftiop of Mentz, in which he highly condemned it, and was 
for having that fiery zealot fent back to his folitude n . Ne- Protrflcd 
vcrthelefs, the flame was fpread far and near by his trumpet- b f ^ e tm ~ 
ers, not only in Germany , but in moft other parts of Europe, f‘ eror - 
and vafl multitudes were maflacred by the Chriftians, befides 
a much greater number, if we may believe the Jewi/b chrono- 
logers ; who being driven into defpair by the cruelties they 
were made to undergo, made away with themfelves 0 . We 
are now come to the end of the 1 1 th century, which was 
clofed wfth thofe butcheries in moft parts of Europe , and 
with a fullcr*account df ' which our readers will eafily difpenfe, 
whilft we now take a view of their more peaceable and flou- 
rifhing ftate in the eaft, during the 12th century. 

The author whom wc have followed, and whofe charafter Benjamin 
the reader will fee in the margin (V), tells us that he found feve- ^Tude- 

ral 

n Bern. Epift. 133. tom. i. °Gantz Tzemach. p. 133, 

& feq. • 

(V) We (hall, for want of a fiance or two by way of fam- 
better guide, be chiefly obliged pie to the reft, which we deiign 
for the account of the Jews, to pafs by. • 
during this 1 2th century, both Of this nature is what he tells 
in the eaft and well, to the not- us of the city of Bethora* the 
ed traveller of their nation Ben- refidence of Balaam, faid by 
jamin, fimamed of Tudela , a Mofes to have been near the 
city in Navarre, his native place, river Euphrates ( 1 o), and where 
and often quoted in this chap- our traveller tells us was ftill 
ter ; who tells us that he had Handing the tower in which he 
vifited moft of thefe parts. But lived, and which had been 
we have had occaiion before 'built by his magic art ; and the 
now to obferve that he is, in fynagogue, pretended to Iftve 
the main, a very fabulous wri- been built by Ezra, upon his 
ter, and hath not fcrupled to in- leaving Babylon to return into 
terlard his account with many Judea , with the reft of the cap - 
abfurd and incredible ilories, to tivity 5 as if that great JewiJb 
raife the credit of his nation, leader would fpend,his time in 
He hath even invented new building fuch places in Babylon 
countries, and mentioned king- for fiis brethren, when he was 
doms and cities, and places not going to lead them thence^ack 
then in being : and te others into their own land. Another 
heaferibes many ridiculous par- of his fy nagogues he mentions 
ticulars, fcarce worth mention- in a city built by Omar , one of 
ing after him. W« fhall how- the firft and moft fuccefsful 
ever, give our readers an in- Khalifs, at the foot of Mount 

(10) Sp Numb, xxiit £? feq, See alfoAnc . Hift. vet, «i. p, 228. & feq, £$ notes, 

S 3 Ararat 
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la’s cha- ral confiderable fynagogues, and a great number of Jews, 
rafter andv/h o lived there at their eafe, and enjoyed the liberty of their 
travels* religion unmolefted p . That of Bajforah , mentioned in th$ 
laft note, and fituated in an ifland of the Tygris, had 4000 
Jews in ! jews ; that of Almozal anfwering to the ancient Nineveh , and 
the eaft . faWt c f its old materials, had 7000 more. In this laft he found 
Zacheus , a prince defeended from the houfe of David, and Be- 
ren alPhercc , a famed aftronomer, who aflociated himfelf as a 
kind of chaplain to king Zin-ALim (W). Palling thro’ Reho- 
both, in his way to Bagdad, he found 2000 fettled there, and 
500 at Karrhemijh , famed for the defeat of Pharcah Nccho , 
and fituate on the banks of the Eufihratg'. Pun deb it a, or as he 
writes it, Pum-bcditha , once fo filmed, as we have feen, tho’ much 
funk from its priftine grandeur, and then named Aliobari , or El - 
nebar , had ftiil a few dolors, tho* almoft forfaken, and about 
TAnee of 2000 Jews, fome oi whom applied thcmfclves to the ftudy of the 
the cofti- law. It (hewed ftiil the tomb o iBoflenai, a prince of thecaptivit)^ 
ntitvs who hadmarried a daughter of thekingof Perfia , and rhofe of 
tomb, two celebrated dodl 01 s, and the two fynagogues they had built 

P Itinerar. p. 59, & feq. 

Ararat (11), where the ark we have followed in this 
refted, and wi f h the remains of chapter, we (hall flick to this 
of which he built a (lately laft, and begin, as we have hi- 
mofque ; as if thofe materials, therto done, with the eaftern 
itippofmg them to have lafted parts, and thofe in particular 
ever fince the floqd, could be there which lie along the Eu- 
fit for fuch an edifice. Befides, phrates . 

that city did not Hand at the (W) It may feem ftrange that 
foot of Ararat, but on the a JewiJh aftronomer ftiould be 
mouth of the Tigris, and feems chaplain to a Mohammedan 
defigned to prevent the Perfi- prince, for fuch was Zin-Aldin 
h*7w from failing into India thro’ above-mentioned, who was bro* 
the Perfe gulph, and was ther to Nor-Atdin king of $y- 
callcd Balfora, or Bajforah . ria, whom the Mqflems r eve- 
Thefe are iome of the abfurdi- renced not only as a grand con- 
ties with which he hath blend- queror, but as one of their 
ed the relation we are fpeaking greateil faints. But if we con- 
of, but tfhich hinder not its fider how apt the generality of 
giving us the beft general idea the Jews were to temporize, 
of the ftatc of the JewJ/h na- either thro 1 fear, or for their 
tion that can be had during this own itytereft, we (hall not be fur- 
century. However, as the route prized to find that great aflro- 
which he took from Europe thi- nomer fo compilable to the rc- 
ther is contrary to the method ligion of Ws prince (12). 

(ll) Itinerar. p, 59, /'f. (1 i) Fid. ptajnag. ub. fup . /. ix, e. 8. § 4. 

v before 
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before their death The academy of Sora, once fo famed for other anti - 
being the refidence of feveral JewiJb chiefs, of the lineage of quities, 
David, as well as for the number of its fcholars, and learned 
profeffors, had likfewife loft moft of its ancient glory ; and 
the fame he fays alfo of that of Nahardca, whofe fchools were 
all demoliftied, and the doftors retired into the weft (X). 

We have given an account of this defertion in fpeaking of 
the foregoing century ; neverthelcfs, tho* thofe parts had 
now neither academies nor learned rabbies, the Jews were 
ftill very numerous there ; and our author tells us he found 
no lefs than 10,000 of them at Obkeray ; which city he pre- 
tends had beCn built by king Jechoniab , during the Babyh- 
nijh captivity. # 

From thence he came to Bagdad , where Mojlangcd who Jews/?/ 
then reigned, tho* but two years, was a great lover and fa- Bagdad 
vourer of the Jews , and had a great number of them in his favoured. 
fervice. He was perfectly well acquainted with the Hebrew , 
could readily write it, and had gained fome knowledge of 
their law. There were however, not above 1000 Jews in 
that city, tho’ fome have enlarged it to many thoufands, a 
thing very common among JewiJb writers ; but whatever then- 
number might be, they had, he fays, 28 fynagogues, and ten 
tribunals or courts, at the head of which were ten of the moft 
confiderable of their nation, \tfho applied tncmfelves to the 
affairs of it, and were ftiled the ten Idle men , over whom was 
the chief or prince of the captivity. The perfon who then en- 
joyed that dignity was ftiled by them lord, and by the Mof 
leins , the fon of David , he being, according to our author, 
lineally defeended from that holy monarch r . His authority 
'extended itfelf over all the Jews under the dominion of the 
Khalif, prince of the faithful, and from the province of Syria 
quite eaftward to the Iron gates, and as far as India (Y). 


* Ibid p. 62, & feq, r Ibid p. 72, Sc feq. 


(X) This laft was then only 
famed for a fynagogue, which 
its fuperllitious inhabitants had 
built of ftones, earth, and other 
materials brought from Jerufa- 

(Y) He farther tells us that 
this chief was looked upon as a 
kind of fovereig«t, to whom 


even the Mohammedans were 
obliged to rife and bow as he 
paffed, under the penalty of re- 
ceiving 100 ladies. He had 
100 guards that efcorted him 
when he went to vifit the Kha- 
lif, and *a herald cried before 
him, prepare the ways of the lord 
the fon of David, The moft re- 


( »3,' It i ner. p. 8r. 
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Not in de- The Jewi/b rabbies who pretend that thofe eaftern chiefs 

pendent were independant of any other monarchs, and retained 

of the ftill the power of life and death, have left no ftone unturned 

monarch s. t0 p r0V e that favourite point ; infomuch that Origen himfelf 
believed that thofe AjJ'yriati monarchs under whom they 
lived, being contented with their fubjeftion and dependence, 
allowed them to govern their people, according to their own 
laws, and to inflift even death on the guilty, and proved it 
not only from the apocryphal book of Sufanna againft Africa- 
nus, but from more recent inftartccs, under the Roman empe- 
rors, after the deftrudtion of the temple by Titus s . He hath 
been followed by others both ancient and modern, who pre- 
tend they had a power to raife a tribute on the nation, and to 
punifh, the recufants as well as other criminals with death c . 
We fhall not repeat here what we have formerly laid oa the 
fubjefl of the feeptrt departing from Judah * long before this 
time, nor on the unlikelihood that conquerors ihonld grant 
fuch an extenlive power to the conquered, notwithllaading 

5 Epift. ad African, p. 1 44. * Vid. int. al. Sulpit, Sever. 

Hill. lib. xi. c. 2. Druf. not. p. 279. * Anc. Hill. vol. x. p. 629. 

mote places of the JewiJh na- fuch fplendor (though what we 
tion were obliged to receive* have faid of the perfecutions 
their teachers fr&m him, by the they underwent in the preced- 
impofition of his hands. The ing century, would induce one 
JewiJh merchants likewife le- to believe our Jew hath greatly 
vied a kind of toll in their fairs, exaggerated the matter, and hath 
and paid a fort of ''tribute to rather deferibed his Hate ac- 
him ; the remoteft provinces cording to what he formerly 
were wont to fend him fome was, when they enjoyed more 
lorts of refrelhments and other peace and favour) yet was theirs 
prefents \ betides all which, he ,but a borrowed or rather bought 
had his own patrimony, and dignity, depending on the plea- 
foni6 lands allotted to him, to fure of the monarchs under 
help him to keep up his gran- whom they lived, and fubjett 
deur, to fupply his tabic, main- to fuch a tribute as they thought 
tain the poor, and fupport fome fit to impofe upon them : fo 
hofpitals for his nation. that the Jews have no great 

He was hpwever obliged to reafon to boaft of having ftill 
buy this grandeur and his pri- their princes of the houfe of 
vileges, by a tribute paid to the J David, and who ftill enjoy 
KhaliF, and by large prefents, the regal dignity. But it is ftill 
which he made to hig officers ; more likely, that this dignity, 
which plainly (hews, that if there fmall and dependent as it was, 
was really a chief of the capti- had been abolilhed in the pre- 
vity ftill in being in this 12th ceding century, as we have al- 
century, and who ftill lived in ready (hewn. 

the 
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the apocryphal ftory of Sufanna , and what he quotes from other 
authors. What we have faid under the laft note, is fufficient to Their 
confute all the rabinic pretences, fince that power, let it extend power 
itfelf as far as it would, was ftill fubject to a fuperior one, andyW/ and 
liable to be taken away or continued according to the will of Unfitted . 
the princes from whom they received it, by fpecial commiflion 
under the royal fignet, and fo was but a precarious (hadow of 
royal authority, which was either to be renewed by every fuc- 
cefTor upon his acceffion to the crown, or to become void of 
courfe. And therefore the more fair and impartial doftors of 
their nation have made no difficulty to give up that point (Z). 

Thus mud\\vc thought neceffiary to fay concerning this pre- 
tended power of the Babybnjh chief, we ffiall now follow our 
author thro’ the other eaftern provinces. 

On his leaving that of Bagdad , he paded through Refcn , Jews in 
where he tells us 11 he found near 5000 fews, who were per- other eaft- 
forming their devotions in a large fynagogue; and fom tern parts. 
leagues farther about 1000 more, praying in an oratory, faid 
to have been built by the prophet Daniel: Hela y another 
town about five miJes from that, had four fynagogues, and 
about 10,000 Jews. Proceeding (till eafhvard, he arrived ’at 
the banks of the river Chcbar , on which is the tomb of the Tomb' of 
prophet Ezekiel , where he fqqnd 60 towers, every one of Ezekiel 
which was a fynagogue, and not far from it the palace of Je- reverenced 
choniah , built by that Jewifb monarch upon his being re- 
ftored by Evil-Mcrodach w . The reader may fee the account 
be gives of it in the margin (A). From thence he pafled to 

Offib 


u Itiner. p. 78, Sc feq. 

(Z) This is evident not only 
from two of their greateft rab- 
bies, viz. D.Kimchi , and Abra - 
vaneU who acknowlege the re- 
gal authority and judicial pow- 
er had been abolifhed, but much 
more from the learned Matmo- 
nides, who hath fully proved 
the unlawfulnefs of inflating 
any capital punilhment in any 
other country but in Judea ; 
fo that thefe chiefs of the cap- 
tivity muft have looked upon 
it as a violence, fltould the 
Khalifs, or any other mo- 
narchs to whom they were fub- 
jeft, have obliged them to ex- 


w 2 Kings xxv. 27, Sc feq. 

ert any fuch power, feeing there 
can be no lovereign tribunal, 
nor power of inflicting death, 
out of the land of Judea , as 
was hinted in a former note. 

(A) This edifice which he 
tells us is fo fituate as to have a 
full view of the Cbebar on one 
fide, and of the Euphrates on 
the other; retains ftill'the fi- 
gures of that JewiJl? monarch, 
and of his retinue, at the end of 
which is the prophet Ezekiel , 
carved on the roof. But the 
tomb of that prophet was itill 
more reforted ro, as a place of 
devotion, to which even the 
princes 
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Cufdy once the famed refidencc of the Khalifs *, but fince 
abandoned, wherein, however, he found about 7000 of his 
own nation, who had but one fynagogue. Thema was ac- 
. cording to him the chief place where the Recbabites f were 

tbetiit eha ^ eatc< ^> anc * who wcre > according to him, mailers of a 

bit ''feyn VtlJ ^ territory about it; but this, as well as fcvcral other 
fund. particulars, which he there affirms, concerning the ten tribes 
tranfported thither by the kings of Ajfyria y and their differ- 
ent fettlements, ire. hath been Efficiently confuted by Mr. 
Bafnage, to which we refer our readers x , and follow our 
author into Egypt . 

Here he found the %~ivs Hill more numerous, as Tt was a 
country in which they had from the eariieft times, before as 
well as after their total difperfion, been fettled in great num- 
lews in tors. reckoned no lefs than 30,000 in the city of Chouts , 
Egypt, on the frontiers of Ethiopia ; 2000 he faw at Mizraim, now 
Grand Cairo , who had two fynagogues, and were divided 
about fome trivial points relating to the divifion and reading 
of the facrcd books, one fort going thro* the whole lefture 
of them in one year, as they do in Spain and elfewhcre ; 
an'd die other only once in three years. *In this city it was 
that the chief of all the Egyptian fynagogues relided, ap- 

* De hoc. vid* Anc. Hill, voicin’, p. 104, & feq. f De his vie 1 , 
fup. vol.iv.p. 136. (S). x Hid. dejuifs, lib. vii.c.3. § 10, & feq. 

princes of the captivity repaired We omit feveral other anti- 
every year, attended with a quities and ruins which that au- 
tlumerous retinue. It was like- thor faw, and deferibes in thefe 
wife frequented and highly re- parts; fuch as the palace of the 
verenced by the Perjians and great Nabuchadnezzar , turned 
Mohammedanr, fo that during into a den of wild beads ; the 
all their wars, no conqueror furnace into which the three 
ever »dared lay hands on it. companions of Daniel were 
Here hung over that prophet’s thrown, {At. which he fays 
tomb a lamp, which burned were there dill to be feen ; tho* 
night and day, and was main- thofe who have been there fince 
tained by the chief, and his give us a quite different notion 
head counsellors There is of the place, as the reader may 
likewife a rich library in it, to fee by what we have faid of 
which all the Jews who dted it in a former part +. He 
without children, ufed to be- tells us likewife of themagnifi- 
queath and fend all their books; cent tom^ of Jechoniah at Cufa , 
and among the red the^ fhewed which is more likely to have 
, the prototype of EzekieTs pro- been that of fome of the Khalifs 
phecies written, as they pre- or MoJIcm princes, 
tend, with his own ha Ads (14). 

fl+J Itir.erar, ul /up. fa, f Vid Am Wfl* W. iv. p* 404, & £7. 

pointed 



C. i ; Difperfton of the Jews.' tSj 

pointed their doftors and took care of the affairs of the na- 
tion. Our author likewife vifitcd the once famed land of Go- 
Jben, where, among other things, he found the Jews very nu- 
merous, in one places 200, in another 500, 300 in the city of 
Gojhen, as many at Alexandria, and but a few at Damiata y . ^G 0 ^ cn 
The reft he reprefents as difperfed in all the other provinces 
and towns of Egypt, in great numbers, tho* vaftly ftiort of 
what they once were, when the fingle city of Alexandria was 
reckoned to have 100,000 of them (B). But what is moft 
furprifmg is, that he makes no mention of any of their learned 
doftors, thoj there were then two celebrated ones that flou- Two 
rifhed there at the iiery time that he pretends to have travel- learned 
led thro’ it ; viz . Abi, a learned rabbi of Alexandria , who rabbits 
wrote a treatife on the intelligences which move the hea- fitted* 
vens, and on the influence of the planets ; and flourifhed 
about an. 1 1 50. And the great fifaimcnidcs who lived M a i mo . 
about the fame time at Cairo , and was in fuch repute there, nides’j 
that he was, and is ftill, reckoned the greateft man of that cbaraSler 
age and nation. We have had occafion to make frequent 
mention of him both in this chapter, and formerly in the 
Jewifh hiftory. The reader may fee an account of "his 
learned works in the next note (C). It rnuft be owned how- and works. 

■> ever, 

• 

y Itinerar. p. 83, & feq. 

(B) Our author hath not on- of the then reigning Khalifin 
ly mentioned here a city (that Egypt, dhen came thither ; 
of Cbouts ) which is not to be and hath added fome other 
found in any other, and placed circumftances which cannot be 
that oiGo/ben, capital of the can- reconciled either with each 
ton, near that of Alexandria, other, or with the hiftory of 
contrary to the fituation which that time : but as that is foreign 
the facred writings give it, but to our prefent defign, ancf would 
f peaks of 7 ofeph's granaries as carry us beyond our bounds, 
ftill to be men at Cairo , arid of we ihall refer the curious to the 
Arijiotle s celebrated academy, author often quoted for the far- 
that was reforted* to by the ther confutation of it (16). 
learned from all parts of the (C) 1. Firu/h Jiamijhnab, or 
world (15); though the former ^comment; on that book, begun 
have long ago been deftroyed, in Spain, in the 23d ye^r of h'13 
and the latter was built not at age, and finiihed in the 30th in 
Alexandria , nor in Egypt , but Egypt, 9 and written originally 
at Athens. in Arabic, in which language 

He hath likewife made a fad feveral copies are ftill found m 
blunder in the account he gives 

(15) Ub.Jup. p. I!5,6r/ff. (16) Ibid p. 124, fcf f-o. rid. Bflfnog. obi 
>/. /. «. c, 8. § 16, 

the 
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ever, that excepting thefe two, Egypt hath not produced dur- 
ing tKefe latter ages many men of note, we lhall therefore 

leave 

the Vatican and other public H- the annual payment of the ficle. 
braries ; and fince tranflated at 8. The confecration of the new 
different times, and by feverai moons. 9. Of fafts. 10. Of 
hands into Hebrew (17). zdly. the feaft of Purim or Lots , pre- 
Jad Cbaxakab, tlMiJhnah Ha- feribedinthe book of EJiber . 
tbora, or the repetition of the Part II. Book IV. intitlcd 
law, and divided into four parts. Of Women , treats , 1. Of mar- 
and tliefe into 14 hooks, which riages. 2. Of divorce. 5. Of 
are flill fubdivided into various the Jibu)n Achim, 6r brethren 
other titles. marrying the deceafed bro- 

The ift part, Book I, con- ther’s widow. 4. Of virgins 
tains the five following booits, deflowered by fraud or force, 3. 
under the titk* of Sepher Hama- Of adulterefles. 
dabbi or book of knowledge. Book V. intitled Of Holinefs, 
1. Jeff ode liathorab, or funda* treats, 1. Of unlawful coition, 
mentals of the law. 2 .Iladekotb, inceft, tsV 2 Of forbidden 
or moral rules. 3. Thalmud meats. 3. Of the due method 
Hatborab , or the fludy of the of killing o'f beads, 
law. 4. Havodah Zarab , or of Part UI. Book VI. intitled 
idolatry. 5. Hathefhubah , or Of Separation, treats, I. Of 
of repentance. coaths. z. Of vows. 3. Of that 

Book II. intitltd Sepber Aha- of Xazareal. 4. Ofthcdevot- 
*vah , book of love, contains the ing of things and perfons to fa- 
fix following ; *vtz. 1 . Of the cred ufes, and the eftiniate of 
reading of the facr#d text of their redemption. 

Mofes. 2. Of prayed and the Book VII. 1. Againft mix- 
facerdotal blefling. 3-Ofphy- tures of heterogeneous things, 
laderics on the hands, forehead, 2. Of the poor's gifts or portion 
l$c. 4. Of the facred penicu- to be fet afide for them. 3. Of 
laments. Of blefling and oblations. 4. Of fir ft tithes. 5. 
confecration of all things by t)f fecond tythes. 6. Of firft 
prayeV. 6. Of circumcifion. fruits and other offerings for the 

Book III. intitled Zemanim , priefts. 7. Of the 7th or jubi- 
of times, contains the 10 fol- lee ‘year, 
lowing; 1. Of the Sabbath. 2. Book VIII. intitled Of the 
Of roixturers on the Sabbath, facred Minifiry , treats, 1. Of the 
3. Of expiation-day. 4. Of temple or ian&uary. 2. Of the 
common feafts, or intermedi- vefleis ufed in it for the divine 
ate days between the firft and worihip. 3. Of the going of 
the lalt of the feftivals. 5. Of the priefts into the fanttuary. 
laying afide all ferment. 6. Of 4. Of things that were not to 
the blowing of the 'horn or be offered. 5. Of the offering 
trumpet on ftated days. 7. Of of Sacrifices. 6. Of the daily 

(17) Vid. PoL'cck, pofl, Bartdoc* ub, fup. Wolf Bibliotb, llcbraa , p, 837, 

„ and 
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leave it, an<l pafs thence into Palcjline, where we fliall hardly 
find them in greater plenty. 

Our. 

and other facrifices. 7. Of de- Book XIII. intitlcd, Offudg- 
feftive facrifices. 8. Of thofe mrnts , or fentences to be faffed by 
to be offered on the expiation- the judges, treats, I . Of hiring 
day. 9. Of tran fgreflions in and hire. 2 . 0 flending,pledg- 
the eating of the facrifices. ing, and reftoring. 3. Of mu- 

Book IX. intitlcd Of Saert - tual lending and borrowing. 
fees , or things offered, treats, 1 . 4. Of the doer or guilty perfon. 

Of that of th^Paflover. 2. Of 5. Of inheritance, 
the appearing before jhe Lord Book XIV. intitled. Of *1 the 
three times in the year. 3. Of fudges , treats, 1. Of the Sanhe - 
the firft-boin. 4. Of trangreflion drin or grand council. 2. Of 
thro’ ignorance. 5. Of thofe witneffes and their depofitions. 
thofe that need not to be expi- 3 . Of racufants or rebellions, 
ated by facrifice. 6. Of the ex- 4. Of mourning and mourners, 
piation facrifice. 5. Of kings and war. Thefe 

Book X. intitled Of Purifi - are the chief heads of that cele- 
cationsy treats, 1. Of defilements brated treatife fad Chazakah, 
received from dead .bodies. 2. or Strong Hand , of which we 
Of the red heifer. 3. Of the thought proper to give this fh6rt 
leprofy. 4. Of thofe defile- fcantling, that our Englijb rea- 
ments that pollute the beds, ders might frame an idea of his 
hou&s, &c, 5. Of the fathers 1 clear and exadl meLhod of treat- 

or general heads of defilements, ing and ranging each fubjedt ; 

6. Of defilement in eating. 7. all which he treats with fuch 
Of the pollution or cleanfmg of perfpicuity. and ftrong reafon- 
veflek. 8. Of baths and walh- ing, as is far above all that have 
ings. gone before him, or indeed 

Part IV. Book XI. intitled fince. The reader may fee a 
Of Damages, treats, 1. Of fun- further account of this author 
dry kinds of damages to ano- and his books in Wolf's and 
ther’s property. 2. Of theft. Bartolocci' s Bibliotheca's , whilffc 
3. Of reftoring that which is we content ourfelves with juft 
ftolenor loft. 4. Of pledges, mentioning the titles of the reft 
5. Of manflaughter, and. the of his works, 
preferving of the innocent man- 3. His third treatife is inti- 
ilayer. tied Moreh Nwokim , or the di- 

Book XII. intitled, Of Pof redter or expounder of perplex- 
fefftons and Acquifitions , treats, 1 . ed texts or places t>f feripture. 

Of buying and felling. 2. Of *4. His fourth is the Sepher 
public acquifitions by hunting, Hammitzvoth, the book«f com- 
fifhing, ts c. 3. Of neighbour?, mandments, or an Expofition of 
and the rights of neighbour- the pretrpts of the Mofaic law, 
hood. 4. Of the duty of mef- both pclitivc and negative, 
fengers fent, and pf their pun ifti- 5. His Epiftle or Difcourfe 
jnent for negledl, fraud, d-fr. on the refurredtion of the dead, 
and of the rights of fociety and 6. His Southern Epiftle or 
commerce. 5. Of fervants. Letter to the Jews inhabiting 

the 
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Jews at Our author tells us that he found at Tyre, in his way thi- 
Tyre. ther, about 500 of his nation, fome few of whom were well 
verfed in the Thalmud. Moll of the reft were employed in 
the glafs manufatture, the Tyrian glafs being then in great 
Samari- eftcem. The Samaritans having abandoned their ancient 
tans. capital, were retired feme to Cafarea , where he found about 
200, and about 1 00 more at Sicbcm , which laft was become 
the feat of their religion. The priefts there boafted them- 
felves lineally defeended from Aar cm, and never married out 
of their own family, that their fucceHion might be preferved 
unmixedand untainted. They are very ftritt in folemaizing 

the fouthern parts of the world, Hones, and other produds of the 
exhorting them to continue fted- earth. 

fall in the JevoiJb faith. 1 4. Some other phyfical trea- 

7 . His letter to tlpc dodors tifes in Arabic , and mentioned 
of Marfeilles in Provence, which by Dr. Pococke, fenior. 

is a kind of anfweror confuta- 15. His book of the know- 
tion of the common JevoiJh no- ledge of God. by the help of 
tion about the infallible inftu- his creatures, 
ence of the liars, and of a Jew- 1 6. His treatife on the foul. 

tjh impoftor who called himlelf 1 7. Comment on Hippocrates . 

the mefliah. 1 8. — on the law. 

8. The epillles to the great 19. on Avicen. 

light, that is to Maimomdeshim- L 20. on the Gemarrab . 

felf, and written 1 to him by the 21. Pirke Mojhe, or phylicaj 
learned Je'wiJb dodors of France extrads out of Galen. 

and Spain, with his anfwers to 22. Queftions and anfwers 
them, concerning various cuftoms. 

9. A fet of fermdns wrote 23. Queftions and anfwers 
by him, and mentioned in this on other fubjeds. 

treatife on the fanhedrin, and 24. On the thirteen articles 
by the author of the Sbaljheletb of faith. 

Hakkabalab, p. 43. . 23. His manufeript copy of 

10. His logic divided into the pentateuch, written with his 
14 chapters, the MS of which own hand. 

is in the Vatican library. Thefe are the moft noted 

1 1 . His treatife on the pre- of his works. We omif fome 

fervation of health, dedicated others of lefs moment, belides 
to the king of Egypt, the MS in thofe which himfelf mentions 
the Bodleian library . in fome of his treatifes, but 

12. His phyfical aphonfns, which arc not now to be found, 

and other fmall treatifes on dil- Thofe who defire to know more 
eafes and their cures. of him and his works, may 

13. His garden of health, confult among others, the au- 
treating of animals, plants, thors quoted in the margin ( 1 8-}. 

(18) Bartoloe. WolfBibliotb. Rab. n-i I. & Sepber SbyljheUtb Hakkalalab f>. 
44. JucbaJiA, p. 231. y. BtfXtcrpb p 1 a fat. in Maim. Moreb Neve fit. R C/4- 
Tcring Dtffert, de Maimer,. & ejui Opening* Hitting, Tbefjur* Mvrttt. Ex ere it. 
JR HI. Bajnage Hi ft, ub. fup. 

5 their 
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their feftivals, and offer up their facrifices on Mount Cariz * 
zim, where they pretend the altar was made of thofe very 1 2 
ftones which JoJhua caufed to be reared into an heap in the 
midft of Jordan , upon his miraculoufly pafling that of river f- 
They arc fcrupuloufly ftrift in their wafhings, and the choice 
of their cloaths, and never wear thofe any-whcre clfe, in which 
they go to the fynagogue. 

J ERUSALE tho* once the feat of the JevuiJh religion, Jews /* 
and fo much fighed after by the Jeu'Sy had Icarcely 200 of Jerjifo- 
that nation in it, who were all woollen-dyers, and paid a cer- km, 
tain tribute for being the only ones employed in thaf bufinefs. 

They were Tettled jn one of the quarters of the city, under 
Davids toiver> and made but a mean figure in it, and from a 
falfe notion which goes among them, that there is ftill one of 
the walls of the fandtuary left {landing, they commonly chofe 
to go and offer up their prayers before it^D). Other cities of 
Judea were ftill more deftitute of them, of whom he tells us, 
he found two in one, twenty in another, moft of them dyers. 

That of Sbunam had the moft, that is, about 300. Afcalon , 
once one of the capitals of the PhiliftineSy had 553, the greater 
part of whom were of the Samaritan feft, a few of them 
Karaites , and the reft Thalmudijls . 

Upper Galilee, or as it was commonly called Galilee of the i* Upper 
Gentiles *, had a much greater number of theiy, and it was into 
tpat province moft of them retired after the dcflrudlion of Je - 
rufalem \ and where they afterwards founded the famed acade- 
my of Tiberias , often mentioned in this chapter ; and yet our 
author found but 50 of them who had £ fynagogue, and the 
reft of the town hath nothing left worth notice, but its fain- 
brious, or as the Jews always ftyled them, miraculous wa- 
ters, of which we have formerly fpoken y . However, ano 


+ Dclioc vid. Anc. Hift. vol. ii. p. 459. * Ibid, p. 4^4, 8 c 

feq. y Ibid. vol. x. p. 522. (Z) 


(D) Our author hath embel- 
lifhed his relation of this ruined 
metropolis with a description cf 
feveral noble antiquities ftill 
to be feen there; tho’ with as 
little truth as what is pretended 
of the wall ; it being plain that 
the Romans demolifhed all be- 
fore them, and, according to 
Chrift’s prediction, left not one 
ftone upon another of that fa- 


crcd building. However, he 
tells qf the ilablcs of king Solo- 
mon, the tomb of David, and 
other antiquities # of the fame 
nature, not worth repeating af- 
ter him ; the reader nfay fee 
all that is remaining of that 
ancient Tiicy and fepulchral mo- 
numents, in the description we 
have given of its ruinated ftatc 
in a former part f . 


+ Set Arte. Hift. vd.il p. 446, Hftf. 


thcr 
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ther JcwiJh traveller®, who was there about 25 or 30 years 
after, gives a quite different account of that academy and its 
dottors, whom he went thither to confult ; and as it is hardly 
to be imagined either that it could have recovered itfelf'in fo 
ftiort a time from the abjeft condition in which our author 
reprefents it, nor that this latter, who ftrives every-where elfe 
to raife the glory of his nation, fhould have any private mo- 
tive to eclipfe that of this city ; fo there can be no other way 
to reconcile thofe two travellers, but by fuppofing that it had 
undergone fome fevere change, juft before our Benjamin came 
to it, occafioned by the incurfions of the Arabs y who aftually 
plundered and ravaged it fundry times, Jill Solima{i caufed its 
walls, which had been formerly demolifhed , to be built up again; 
upon which it began to be better inhabited both by Jews and 
Turks (E). However, as there was a fynagogue then extant, 
and muft be fuppofed to have had fome doftors, even in Ben- 
jamin's time, there may have been fome more come thither 
fince, enough to verify what Men Ezra fays of them. 

Jews From PalcJUnc our author puffed into Greece , where 

‘Greece, he found about 200 Jews , who dwelt on and about Mount 
ParnaJfitSy and lived on the prod 11 61 of it, which was chiefly 
pulfe. They had fome rabbies over them ; but whatever be 
the reafon, they have been finpe forbid to fettle within fome 
leagues of it. *Hc found 300 of them at Corinth , and 2000 
vxThebes, who were either dyers or filk-weavers. The rab- 
bies in this laft were fo learned, that thofe only of Conftantino - 
pie could equal thdm, tho’ we can hear nothing of their pro- 
duftions in that kinfl. The two moft learned of them were 
Some Sa- °f *h e Samaritan feft. There were fome more fcattered here 
maritans. and there, fome at Lrpanto^ others at Patras y and other parts 
of the Turhjb empire, but were neither numerous nor 
wealthy, and as for learning, not to be compared to thofe that 

c. 

7 Aben Ezra ap. Bafnag. ub. fup. lib. ix. c. 8. § 25. 

(E) Accordingly the author of chriflianity, and died at Rome 
a book, intitled ? he Genealogies of about the middle of the 16th 
the Juft in the land of Iraelfig), century, tells us that he had 
who is much more modern ftudied in one of them. We 
than cither of the former, read of another at Saphelah 9 
affures'us, that in his time this much more famons than either 
city had two kind of academies of the others, but which in all 
fituate without its gates, the one likelihood was not yet in being 
fmall and the other larger. And when Benjamin was there, iince 
R. Judah Zona , who embraced he takes no notice of it (20). 

(19) Fid • Befnojr. ul'.fuf. 4 ix, c. 8. § 25. (20) //, ibid. feq. 

flouriftied 
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flotirilhed in the weft, of whom we fhall fpeak by-and-by. 

From Greece he took in his way to Conjtantuiople the famed 
city of Agripou, where he found 200 Jews (F), and near the 
fame number in two other cities mentioned in the laft note, 
and ftill more unknown to us. . • 

When he came to Conjlantinople, he found about 2000 Jews at 
Jews fettled in the quarter ol* fuburb called Galata , or Peru, Conftan* 
where we formerly took notice they had been fettled by the^ 110 ?^* 
emperor Theodojlus^ and where they lived ftill, and carried 
on the filk manufafture, and feveral of them wero mer- 
chants. Befides thefe, there were dbout 500 Cardites , who 
neverthelefs lived peaceably enough with the reft, though 
their quarter was divided from theirs by a wall, to prevent 
any communication between them. Theod&fus had granted 
them the privilege of having a peculiar magi ft rate over them* 
viz: the governor of the fuburb, but they were afterwards 
ftript of it by Manuel Comncnus, and made fubjett to the 
common magiftrates. It is likely that he had already done fo Stripped of 
'when our traveller came thither, fince he tells us that they their pri- 
Were hated and infalted both by Turks and Greeks , tho* wileges, 
that emperor had a phyfician o£ their nation, who made ufe of 
all his intereft with him in their favour. He adds, that they 
were forbid to ride on horfes thrcC the ftreets of the city, and 
were commonly infulted and pelted by the populate, who often 
came alfo and broke forcibly into their houfes, and committed 
fuch outrages among them, that they mighj be faid to live 
under the hardeft and moft fliameful llaverj ; notwithftand- Hardly 
ing which, they have ftill kept their fettlement there, and the u f * ^ 


(F) This city, which he fays 
is fituate on the fea, and fre- 
quented by merchants from all 
parts of the world, is fuppofed 
to be the ancient Chalcis % near 
the Negrofont ; but he mentions, 
fome others which he pretends 
to be- of equal fplendor and 
reatn efs, fuch as thofe which 
e calls Jabaftert%a and Rabe- 
ttica , in which he fays he found 
a good number cf his own na- 
tion, but which are not to be 
found in any maps, or in any 
other author. He like wife 
mentions that of Seleqcia, where 
the Jews lived very quietly un- 
der the emperor Manuel Corn* 

Mod. Hist. Vol. XIII. 


nenusy who permitted them to 
have a chief of their own who 
fhould immediately depend on 
him ; which invited great num- 
bers of that nation to* come and 
fettle there, and carry on feve- 
ral trades and manufactures. 
This is fomewh at different from 
the account he gives of that 
prince's treating thofe* of Con * 
Jiantifiople, as we fhall fee under 
the next paragraph : fo thft it 
is likely they muff have been 
guilty of feme mifdemeanor in 
that metropolis, which occafi- 
oned their being more hardly 
ufed there. 


T 


quarter 



274 


Jews at 
Rome, 
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quarter in which they ftill live, is by the Franks called from 
them the Jewry . 

From Conjlantinople our author parted into Italy, where 
the firrt thing he takes notice of, is the feuds and hcffilitiea 
which reigned between the inhabitants of Genoa , Pifa , and 
other cities of that republic, on which account the Jews were 
but few in thefe parts ; for whenever any fuch quarrels hap- 
pened, let which ever fide get the uppermost they were fure 
to be oppreired. He w r ent thence to Rome, where he found 
them in greater numbers, and feveral learned rabbies among 
them, particularly R . Jechiel , who was fuperintendant of 
the pope’s finances. Capua was no Jefs famed .for the num- 
ber and learning of her doctors, tho’ it had but 300 Jews in 
it ; the chief, whom they ftyled the prince of the nation ; 
tho* his authority did not extend even over all the Jews in 
Italy , if it did over any, except the Capuans. He found 
500 at Naples , 200 at Salermo , and particularly in this 
laft the learned Solomon , a pried, the Grecian Eliah , and 
R. < Ibrahim , a native of Narbonnr, who held the iirfi rank. 


/There were fome others fettled at Malji, Beneverto , Hfcoli, 
and Trani, which laft was the rendezvous for thofe who 
embarked for the pilgrimage of the Holy Land. The iflands 
of Sicily and Corfica had file wife a good number of them, 
efpecially the former, where he lound about 200 at Mef- 
ftna , and 500 at Palermo. 

InGe r- He palfed thence into Germany , where he found them 

many, not only more numerous, quiet, and peaceable, but like- 
Bohemia, wife more zealous, devout, and hofpitable to ftrangers, 
&c. bewailing the defolaiion of their city and temple, and in 
longing expectation of hearing the Foice of the turtle-dove , 
as they term it, by which they mean their glorious recall 
into that once happy land (G). He penetrated as far as 
Bohemia , which he tells us was then called the new Ca- 
naan, becaufe the Bohemians fold their children to all the 
neighbouring nations. Thence parting over into France , 
by the way of Barcelona and Girona , where he fays the 


(G) That expofition is taken 
from the book of the canti- 
cles' (2 r), and the Jews, efpeci- 
ally in the northern parts, ex- 
pert their recall to be fudden, 
and, as it were, in the twink- 
ling of an eye, and therefore 
endeavoured to keep themfelves 


in a proper mood for it : for 
they think that thofe who are 
either too impatient for, or mif- 
trullful or carelefs about it, 
ihall have no fhare either fn 
that great blefling, nor in the 
more glorious one of the refur- 
re&iori. 


Jews 


(zi) Chop , ii, verf' fgj. 
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Jews, were but thin, he came to bonne, where he found h Franck 
300, and at their head the famed R. Calonymo , faid to be line- 
ally defended from David, who was very powerful and 
wealthy, especially in lands> which had been bellowed on him 
and his anceftors on account of the fignal fa vices they had 
done to the lords of that country ; that city was looked upon 
as the center of the JewiJh religion and nation. Montpelier 
was then full of Turks , Creeks , Chriilians and Jews, who re- 
forted thither from foreign parts. In the neighbourhood of it 
was Lunel, where was kept the Holy AJfcmbly , which applied The holy 
itfelf to the ftudy of the divine law night and day. 'Mejhul- ajjimbly 
lam , who then*prdided over it, had five fons equally learned, ^’Lucel. 
one efpeciafly, in the thalmud, and who failed often ; and 
here the llrangers who came to learn, were maintained and 
fupplied with every thing, at the public charge, that nothing 
might divert their attention to their fttfdics. Our author 
found likev/ifc JewiJh fynagogues at Mar Judies, Arles, and 
other places, and not only in great cities, but in borough 
towns ; and concludes his account with that of the city of 
Paris , where he found an allembly much given to the ftudy 
of the law, and to hofpitality, and received ail the Jews wh?3 
came thither as fo many brethren fH). Eefoic we conclude 
this 1 2th century, it will be necefiary to give our readers a 
fliort account of fome other Je'ws difperfed in^o other parts. 


(H) By this account of our 
author, it is ph>in the Jcavs 
were very much dwindled in 
the eaft and weft, both in 
number and wealth; e/peciall y 
along the Euphrates , where 
they had been formerly fo po- 
pulous, as to have been reckon- 
ed to amount to 900,000 They 
were ftill fewer and worfe treat- 
ed in Judea, by the crufadcrs ; 
and tho’ we have oblcrved that 
they then refuged and fpread 
themfelves all over the weft, 
yet by the fmall numbers which 
our author found in every place 
he came to, it is playi they 
could not amount to a very 
great bulk ; and yet, one may 
fafely fay, that, by *he tenor of 


his whole relation, he has 
fpared no pains to make them 
appear as confiderable as he 
could in 1' umbel, wealth, learn- 
ing and figure. And it is no 
lefs a wonder that fo many learn- 
ed men as they had then amongft 
them, who applied themfelves 
fo clofely to the ftudy of the 
fciipturcs, and prophecies, 
Ihould reap fo little fruit from 
all their pains and ftudy, and 
confirm themfelves and their 
difciples in their unbelief, in- 
lteacf of finding out their fatal 
miftake, and acknowlcgin g the 
Meffiah to have been come, ac- 
cording to*the time prefixed by 
Providence. 


T 2, 


according 
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according to the relation which another rabbi of theirs, named 
Pctachiah , hath left us of them (I). 

R. Peta- The account he gives of thofe which he faw in Tartary , 
chiah’j is that they were heretics, that is, that they did not obfervfc 
account of the traditions of the fathers , and upon his afliing them the 
them in reafon why they did not, they anfwered, that they had never 
1 artary, heard of any: they were, however, fuch ftrift obfervers of 
the Sabbath, that they cut the bread on Friday evening which 
they were to eat on that day : they hardly ftirred from their 
felts aU that day, eat their viftuals in the dark, and knew of 
no other prayers but thofe which were contained in the book 
of Pfalms. * t 

Nineveh. When he arrived at the New Nineveh , he found about fix 
thoufand Jews there, whofe chiefs were called David and 
Samuel , two near jelations, defeended from David. All the 
Jews of that country were obliged to pay them a certain 
capitation, one half of which was to be conveyed to the 
lieutenant of the king of Babylon , and the other belonged to 
them. They had lands of their own, fields, gardens and 
^vineyards, well cultivated. Jt Was, it feems, here, as well as 
in Perjia , Damafcus , the cuftom among them, not to 
maintain any lingers, but the chiefs, who kept at their ta- 
ble a number of do&ors^ obliged them, fometimes one, 
fometimes another, to perform that office. Their authority 
was fo great, that they could punifh flrangers, as well a$ 
thofe of their nation, when, upon their pleading before them, 

(I) This rabbi was born at (which is intituled Peregrinatio 
Rat/Jbon, and travelled not only Rabbi Petachia, R Ifaaci Albi,- 
thro’ moil parts where Benjamin {S' R- Nachmanis, Ratiibona 
had been ; but doth fo exactly ortorum Jratris ; circuit it vero 
agree with him, as if they had. Rabbi Petachiah nniverfus regi- 
copied each other; fo that we onesadfuviumufqueSviTtibaiion, 
lhall forbear repeating from atque res omnes novas mimfque a 
-this what hath been faid by Deo edit as quas intuit us ejl\ audi- 
the other, but take notice only vitque memorial cavfd conjignavii 
of fuch fa&s or curious particu- Uteris , ut populo fuo Ilraelitico 
lars, as are not mentioned by not* fierent fsf in lucent protra - 
him. 1 herentnr occulta) ; but the two 

He tells us he was at Jcrufa - brothers there mentioned, ' are 
lemr when the crufaders were fuppofed to have compiled it 
mailers of it. It was in the year frejp his memoirs, and what he 
1 1 81 that Godfrey of Bouillon had tofd them by word of 
took it ; fo that he feems to mouth. Some name likewise 
have been on his travels much a third author, of whom we 
about the fame with the time (hall fpeak c in the fequel, who 
other. He did not however write had alfo a hand in it ; whereas 
the relation we are fpeaking of Benjamin died an* 1173. 


they 
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they were found in the wrong ; and kept a prifon for all 
fuch delinquents (K). 

Upon his coming to Bagdad he found about 1000 Jews AiBagdad. 
fettlc 3 there ; but fpeaks of 2000 difciples under the chief of 
the fynagogue, and all learned men, Thefc lit on the ground 
whilft he teaches them from a high delk covered with a gold 
tiflac ; and every one hath a copy containing the twenty-four 
books of the facred writ. The Jewifh women go out veiled, 
and avoid fpeaking to ftrangers, either in the ftreets, or even 
at their homes. We lhall only add, with refpett to the chief 
here, to what.we mentioned out of Benjamin , that, upon His at- 
the death of Daniel , who left no male fucccflor, the Jew s 9 count o/tbe 
who had prefer ved the right of chufmg their chief, divided chiefs. 
themfelves, one party nominating David , and the other Sa- 
muel, to that dignity, both lineally defended from David ; 
which divifion Hill fubfifted when our author left Bagdad \ 
where he adds, the Jews were treated with great mildnefs, 
and were exempt from any tribute to the king, and only paid 
a piece of gold to the chief of the fynagogue (L). But they 
• werp 


{ 1 C) Our rabbi tells us, that 
he fell Tick during his Hay at 
Nineveh, and was given over ; 
and, to his greater grief, was 
informed, that the cuftom was to 
confifcate one half of the effefls 
of thofe ftrangers that died there 
to the ufe of the governor To 
avoid which, as he had very 
rich cloaths, and other wares, 
he caufed himfelf to be carried 
over the Tigris in the night, on * 
a hurdle made of feeds ; and not 
oqly baulked the governor, but 
recovered his health, by breath- 
ing a purer air. As he failed 
down that river, he faw fyna- 
gogue# in every city and town ; 
and entered into the garden of 
one of the chiefs of one of them , 
which he found ftored with all 
manner of fruits, not excepting 
the mandrake mentioned by 
'Mofes (22), and of which we 

(a) G * fn xxx. 14. (f) S 


have given an account in a for- 
mer volume (+). 

(I,) To fhc'v«hat our author 
is not behind -hand with Benja- 
min, or any of his brethren, in 
relating of ^miracles, we lhall 
mention a remarkable one that 
happened here. The king, who 
had a great kindnefs for the 
JevoiJh chief, took it into his 
head to fee the body of the pro- 
phet Ezekiel, which lies there 
buried in the ft ately tomb lately 
mentioned. Samuel as ftiffly re- 
fused it, thinking it impious to 
expofe facred things to the view 
of the prophane. The king ftill 
infilling upon it, he told him, 
that it would be better to begin 
with the tomb of Baruch , the 
fon of Neriah, who was tftfc pro- 
phet's fee ret ary, and lay buried 
near his ihafter; whereupon the 
JJhmaelites , who were employed 

■f Anc % HJf. voL iii. p. 2S0 (Y). 


in 
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Kkk. '■ y //were fifed with greater feverlty in Perf.a (where ncverthelefs, 
Jc\ s n tisey \v u \ computed to amount to 600000) ; for which reafon 
J'eriia. ] )c iTl jy ventured through one of the Perfian cities. He .went 
tnence into Judea, of which he gives much the fame account 
as his hi other Benjamin, but adds, that he fought in vain 
for Loi s wife turned into a Ikuue of fait, and believed that 
it was no longer in being. But \vc have taken notice in a 
former volume, that they had flnce found out a fhimp of it, 
which may in time, if it hath not already, be grown np to 
its priPfne fhape and bulk }. What he tells us about the 
fcpulchrc of /lb rah am, and of their having fubftituted an r 
other with three bodies in it, to deceive pa Hedgers, i$ ra- 
ther too fabulous to deferve a place here : fo that having now 
gone thiough the muft material account of our two Jewi/b 
travellers, we (hall Supply the reft from other authors, with 
refpeft to feme other countries and fafts which they have 
patted by. 

Tews fro- We have already taken notice, that St. Bernard , who was 
'luted h a g rt * at enemy to the rflbigenfis, was as great a favourer of 
the fo^es , the Jews, and inclined the then pope innocent II. on their 


t See Anc. Hill. vol. ii. p. 424, Sc fgq. 


in opening his tomb, weie all 
ftruck dead ; for wbu h uafon 
that talk was tinned over tn the 
Jtwj. Thcfc being obliged to 
obey, kept a three days fair be- 
fore they ventured to open hi- 
tomb ; and, upon their having 
done fo, dncovered his coffin 
and fomeof thccloaths; where- 
upon the king, thinking, it w rong 
that two fuch faints fhould en- 
rich one and the fame place, or- 
dered his corpfe to be tranfpl ant- 
ed eifewhere ; but upon having 
carried his coffin, which was 
of marble/about a mile fjom 
thence, it fixed itfelf in fudi a 
miraculous manner, that it could 
never be moved farther ; and, 
the faint having moitover de- 
clared that to be the place where 
he defigned to lie, they were 
obliged to let his bones reft 
there, fmee their miraculous 


hcavinefs would not permit them 
to r,iove them farther.' lie is 
no iefs eloquent in deferibing 
the marvels of the tomb of Eze- 
kiel : but, initead of following 
him, we (hall clofe this note with 
the order which is there obferv- 
cd in their fynr^ogues. 

• It is not, it feems, allowed 
there to any- body to tune or 
iing the pfalrns and prayers, but 
to the perfons appointed by the 
chief; to which the people only 
anfwer Ameiu And of thefe, 
one of them begins the prayer^ 
another the praifes, &c . ; and 
if any of them fmgs out of tune, 
the chief beckens to him with 
his hand, and makes him get 
into the right note. They are 
all obliged to pull off their fhoes 
at their goi,ng into the fyna- 
ogue, and to continue th.ere 
arefoot during all the fcrvice. 
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fide. What ftill more contributed to it was their approach- 
ing him with uncommon refpett, as he was making his grand 
entrance into Paris , and prefenting him with the roll or vo- 
lume of their law ; a ceremony which was ufed long before at 
Rome at the pope’s inftallation, who, upon receiving it at their 
hands, returned them this anfwer, 1 reverence the law \ given 
by God to Moles, but condemn your expofition of it, becaufe you 
/till expert the Meffiah, whom the catholic church believes to be 
Chrift, who liveth and rcigneth with the Father and the Holy 
Ghojl . His fucceflor Alexander III. became likewife a great 
protestor of them, and forbad the people to affront (hem on 
their Sabbath and other feftivals, or on any other occafions, 
as they had been won? to be ; and under his proteftion they 
flourifhed to fuch a degree, that the little town of Cozzi in 
the Milaneze , the cities of Monzza, Ricca Nova , and others 
in the march of Ancona , produced great ^numbers of Jearnq4 
rabbies a . 

They were no lefs powerful in Spain, where one of them, 
named Jofeph , was prime minifter to Alphonfo VIII. and had a 
coach of hate and guards attending him. He'was however un- 
dermined by one of *his own creatures, named Gonzales , who, 
under pretence of filling that monarch’s coffers, prevailed upon 
him to grant him eight of the principal Jews fuch as he fhould 
pitch upon, whom he accordingly caufcd to be^behcaded, and 
confifcated their eftates, part of which he ga\e to the king, and 
the reft he kept. He afterwards offered a much larger fum for 
the grant of twenty more ; but Alphonfo rather chof’c to confif- 
cate their eftates, in order to defray the charges of the war, 
without fhedding their blood ; and they were To glad to five 
their lives and liberty at any rate, that they poured immenle 
fums into his treafury b . But what farther ingratiated them 
tphim was his falling deeply jn love with a beautiful yomg 
Jewefs , to whom he faenneed his honour and intereft, jmu, 
for her fake, to her nation c ; for the Jews , taking that ad- 
vantage, were become fo -powerful and infolent, that the 
court and clergy became quite fcandalized at it ; and, at 
length, difTolved the charnr by the death of the beioved ob- 
ject (M). The Jews however went on thrivingly, till the 

, diffentioi\ 

*» 

.* Bartoloc, ub. fup. b Solom. Ben. virg r Ma- 

riana, dereb. Hifp. Kb. xi. c. iS & 19 . . 

(M) They not, only made pear to the king, and to preach 
away with the young charmer, chaftity and repentance to him ; 
butcaufed fome fpe&re to ap- and the defeat which the Jlfcwv 

. T 4 S a ^ 
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A. C. 
1146, 
& foq. 


Pi rfecuted 
in Spam 
by king Al- 
phonfo, 

A. C. 
1170. 
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diflentlon between their doftors, mentioned in the laft note, 
difturbed the union which had, till then, reigned among 
them. It was during this quiet interval, or perhaps a little 
fi. C. before this time, that, according to the JewiJh chronoldgers d , 
1 140, copies came to be difperfed of the lacred Hebrew according to 
the manufeript of the celebrated HilkU which had appeared 
fome time before, at w hat year cannot be guefied, nor what 
became of it ; but in which two verfes were found wanting 
in the xxift chapter of the book of JoJbua (N). 
faf France Tiiii Jews did not fare fo well in France, where they 
fy Philip, were a’fccufed of the murder of St. William, and were con* 

n 

d Gai$tz Tzemach, fub. an. 


gave him ac that time was cried 
as a jull puniihrfjent for his 
crime. However, th ejew flou- 
xiilied fo well under him, that 
Eliakim , who was then in 
great efteem there, and com- 
pofed his ritual of all the cere 7 
monies ufed in every fy nagogue, 
commonly ftiled the ritual of 
the unimerfe, reckons no leis 
than twelve thoufand Jew ifi 
the city of T slulo. 

They were no lefs confider- 
able in Andalufia u where great 
numbers applied themklves 
clofely to the ltudyof divinity 
and other fciences, till they came 
at length to divide themfelves 
into thre$ different lefts, which 
filaimcn, who then flouriihed, 
hath given an account of, and 
looked upon this ruptuj e as one 
p f the fad confequences of the 
abolition ofthei; fauhedrin(23). 
We refer our curious readers 
to the book for the farther par- 
ticulars pf ‘-it/ and the fad ef- 
fects which he aferibes to ifc . 

(Ml Thefe were the 36th and 
-37th Verfei; which mention the 
four cities of refuge appointed 
in (he tribe of Reuben ", but 
tyhich, being found in the book* 


made Grotius imagine they had 
been fmee tranfplanted from 
thence into the text of JoJhua 
above-mentioned, though with- 
out any foundation, feeing they 
are not only found there in the 
Septuagipt, or G*-e?k verfion, 
which is allowed to be more ail- 
ck-nt than HilUT s manufeript ; 
butlikewife explain that text, 
by telling us that thofe towns 
were on this fide Jordan , and on 
one fide of Jericho. I9 it not 
therefore more likely that they 
were either overlooked by Hillel ? 
or by his transcribers, than that 
they were brought thither from 
the book of Chronicles ? And 
if the tribe of Reuben was like 
. the reft to have its cities of re- 
fuge, is it not more probable 
that JoJhua fhould mention 
them, as he hath done the others, 
than (hat he fhould have omit- 
ted them ? Since therefore all 
the Hebrew copies, Septuagint, 
and other vernons, have thofe 
two verfes, why fcould the Tin- 
gle manufeript of HiUeP s, or ra. 
ther the copies of it, which are 
not of above 500 years Handing, 
be deemed of more authority 
than them ^jll i * 


(13) More Nivotb* par. i. u 71. 133, Q fej t 


demn*d 
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demned to the flames for it ®, as they juftly deferved, pro- 
vided thofe only had fuffered the puniihment who had aihare 
in the guilt. But that was feldom the cafe, at lead the odium 
it brought upon the reft expofed them to the infults of the 
populace (O). At length king Philip, furnamed the Auguji, 
under pretence of devotion, not only banifhed them out of 
the kingdom, but confifcated all their wealth, and only per- 
mitted them to fell their houlhold goods, which yet they 
could get none to buy, infomuch that they were thereby re- 
duced to the loweft mifery, and great numbers forced to fink 
under it f . This happened, according to fome, A* C, i \ 76, Recalled by 
according 10 others, « 1 82 or 1 1 86 (P). His zeal however foon 

gave 

• Rob. de Monte, append, ad chron. Sigeb. an. 1177. 
f GaN? Z, ub. fup. * 

(O) Thofe of Languedoc in againft them ; and mod of the 
particular were obliged to re- perfections they have under, 
deem them (elves from the mod gone in this and the fubfequent 
barbarous infults/ which they (centuries hath been afcribed, 
were commonly expofed to, but either to fome fuch crucifixion, 
more particularly on the Eafter to their Healing fome confecra- 
feftival, by obtaining a treaty ted wafer, and offering the vileit 
with the bifhop of Beziers, by* indignities to it, or to fome 
which he engaged to protett fuch abominable crime, out of 
them, night and day, from hatred to Chriftianiry ; which 
Palm-Sun Jay to Eafter-day , and feldom failed of being difeo- 
to fhut the church gate to any vered in % fuch a miraculous 
Chriltian that fhould break into manner as feemed to authorize 
their houfes ; and they to pay the moft cruel punifhments they 
him a certain tribute yearly, infli&ed on them. 

This treaty, which was d’ated 'Thus the R;V£tfn/above-men- 
A.C. 1 1 Co, procured them fome tioned, being buried in a com- 
refpite, till Philip Auguftus ba mon church yard, became fo 
nifhed them out of his domi- famed for his miracles, that they 
nions, as we are going to; re- have made a martyr of him, and 
late. Removed his body into the 

(P) This perfection doth not church of the Innocents , whence, 
go without an excufe ; for the we are told, the Englijb , iq 
author of that prince's life tells the reign of Charles V. dole it 
us (24), it was occafioned by away, and left nothing behind 
their crucifying a youth at Pa- but his head. However? it was 
ris, named Richard 5 which, he on account of this pretended 
adds, was commonly* done by crucifixion that they Were con- 
that hated nation once a year, demned to that cruel banifh- 
This is no new , thing alleged ment (35), from which, thofe 

(24.} Rigord. de gtft. Phil. Auguft, bift, Franc , tom. iv. p. 6i. ( 2 $) Rob, 

Je Mutt f, appen. ad cbiren . Sigeb, an. 1180. k Piflor . hi ft. German , tom, xi. 

FmCtcul* temper, ibid, tom, in. p, 78, Rjjnag, ub, fup, /, ix, c, it, §. 16. 

r ‘ 1 # onljr 
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gave way to policy ; and, whatever his private motive might 
be,’ he ordered them to be recalled ; for which he was as 
highly blamed by the zealots .as they had before applauded 
him ; and for which he found no better excufe to fitencc 
their outcries, than by pretending he did it to extort more 
money from them to carry on the crufade. 

Crucify <z Thet returned accordingly in great numbers, though 
Cbt ijjtan their Hay proved but ftiort ; for being become numerous and 
^ A C ^°l ent > as well as incorrigible, to ufe our author’s words, 

1 193. * n matter cruc ifying of Chriftian children, they afTem- 
bled thedifelves, by the queen mother’s permiflion, in a caftlc 
on the river Seine, where they crucified a youtlf, after having 
cruelly fcourged and crowned him with thorns ; which ob- 
liged the king to come thither in perfon, and to caufe eighty 
of them to be burnt alive g. But this djd not fave him from 
being blamed for retailing them, or the fuccefs which our 
king Richard had afterwards over him, from being looked 
upon as a juft punilhment upon him. 

Jews in Those in England, who had ken baniflied out of it ever- 
England fince the year iozo, and had made loud complaints ageunft 
obtain new the hardlhips they fuScred by it, had fince found means to 
burying- fettle themfelves again in it ; and were become fo numerous 
grounds, i n the reign of Henry II. that, having then but one bury- 
• • ing ground in tyndon, they p?.:cii»ned that monarch to have 

,l79 ' fome new ones, which v/cie it.’ h'y granted to them h ( QJ. 
But they underwent a mold terrible ^unifliment under his fuc* 
* ceflbr Richard I. when having ventured, contrary to the ex- 
prefs prohibitions again!! it, to allifl at his ^coronation, they 
were difeovered, and overwhelmed w ith blows and dragged 

* Albb&ic. Trium Font, chronic, fub, A. C. 1182. F. Da- 
niel. hilt de Franc, tom. i. p. 1 2g5q, 8c feq. Basnac. nb. fup, 
c. i2 # . §. 23, 8c feq. h Pol yd. Vjrg. 1 . xiii. p. 236., 

only faved themfelves who ern- (QJ They reprefente.i to 
braced Chriftianity; after which him, that they were forced to 
their fynagogups were turned bring their dead from diibnt 
into charches. French authors places, (linking and naufecus, 
however differ much about the to London , or leave them ex- 
true motives of this jbaniihmcnt pofed without burial ; which 
and recall, which we have no allegations W'ere found fo juft, 
room to enter into a detail of ; that they were allowed. burying 
the reader may confnlt thofe grounds °in moft tov;ns where 
quoted in the margin (26)., they were fettled. 

f z(») Ctnf. auSt. fup. citat. Naueler. chrm. getter, 4 -. few. ii. fub jt, C. 
»rV. Spend, fob. 4, C. 1 ij2 A r . 9 . /Jlba t(. Irjum font, clrtnic, tub 4. C. 
41-9 & 1182. 

• Q$t 
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out of the church half-dead ; which fo exafperated the po- Perfected 
pulace, that they forced themfelves into their houfes, and all ever 
killed all they met. From that metropolis the flame fpread England, 
itfelf "into the country ; and, though the government pub- 
lifhed a proclamation by the very next day after the corona- 
tion to fupprefs the fury of the people, yet the perfecution 
lafted near that whole year (R), which was, according to 
moft chronologifts, the year 1189 or 1190 and with it 
we fhall clofe this twelfth century. 

But before we pafs into the next, we fhall, according to Learned 
our profile a jit tie higher, give a fhort account of the mo Pi men in th§ 
celebrated rabbies who flourifhed during that interval, xtizthccn- 
having, as we there hinted, produced a greater number of t&j m 


1 Matth. Paris, p. 108. 
an. 1190.* 

(R) Theoccafion of this pro- 
hilrrion was a fupcrftitious no- 
tion then reigning^ that the 
being moil of them con- 
jurers, might by fomc means 
bewitch the new king ; to pre- 
vent which thej' were forbid, - 
under the levereft penalties, to 
aliift either at his entry or coro- 
nation. But as feveral of them 
were come from far, and had 
put themfelves to great charge, 
they were unwilling to lol'e their 
trouble and coft* and, being 
unknown atcouit, thought they 
might eafily difguiie themfelves, 
fo as to efcape being difeover- 
ed. It proving otherwise, not 
only the court and city, but 
moil towns where any Jews were 
found, took fire again ft andmaf- 
facred great numbers of diem. 

They underwent a more fe- 
vere perfecution when the king 
lifted himfelf among the crufa- 
iders. They had indeed made 
fure of his favour, by* the vail 
fums they furnifhed him with 
towards that expedition : but 
the people, not fatjsfied with it, 

(27) Polyd. Firg. /, xiv. f* 24%* 

§ 


Trivbl. # Chronic, gener. fub 


refolved to make a clearer rid- 
dance of them. They begun 
their bloody work at Nor<wich f 
Stamford Erfgcmont, and othar 
places, where they made a hor- 
rid flaughter among them. But 
*he moft dreadful was at Tork % 
wlurc about 1 5^0 of them had 
feized on the city, and, being 
overpowered, offered to capi- 
tulate, and to buy their lives by- 
dint of maney. Their propo- 
fal being rejected, oi*e of the 
moft defperate among them cri- 
ed out, that it was better to die 
bravely for their law than to fall 
into the hands of the Chriitians; 
upon which every one of them 
drew out his knife, and fell si 
butchering their wives and chil- 
dren. They then retired intq 
the palace, which they fet on 
fire, and were confpmed in the 
flaipesj whilft the people enter- 
ed the city, and enriched them- 
felves with the remainderof the 
plunder : the king beholding 
the bloody cffe&s of their fury 
without being able to put a flop 
foit {27), 

Math, Paris , p, ill, Q a l . 

them 
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them .than any before or fince, efpecially ns molt of them 
have been often quoted through the courfe of the Jewi/h 
R. Nach- hiftory. We begin with the learned rabbi Nathan Ben Je - 
man. chicly chief of the Jewifb academy at Rome about the begin- 
hing of this century, and author of the book called TO- 
Haruky wherein he explains all the terms of the thalmud in 
fo copious a manner, that he hath in fome meafure exhaulted 
that matter ; infomuch that thofe who have come after, have 
rather plundered than improved him, particularly the great 
Quxtorf % who made frequent ufe of his remarks without 
quoting him (S). f 

Aben Ez- The ncxt 111 timCf ^ 10U g^ foperior ra learning and merit, 
ra< was the great Aben Ezra , or, as his name written at length 
imports, Abraham Ben Meir Aben Ezra , and fur named, by 
way of excellence, {fie Wife , as he really was one of the moft 
learned men of his age and nation. He had been a great tra? 
veller, and a diligent fearcher after learning, was a good 
aftronomer, philofopher, phyfician, poet, and critic, in whrch 
laft he hath excelled all that went before him k ; and is chiefly 
admired by the Chriftians for his judicious explications of the 
facred books (T). He died, as he himfelf inflnuated a little 

before 


* F. Simon/ - Hid. erit. V. Ted. lib. iii. c. 5. Wolf. Bibl. 
Hebr. N. 110. Basnag. ub. fup, c. x. j. 3, & feq. Scm- 
kard. Bechinath Happerulhim, p. 172, & al. mult. 


(S) It is not agreed what fa- 
mily he was defeended from, 
nor at what time he flburiftied, 
though it is commonly allowed 
as certain that he died at Rome 
about the year 1106 (28). 

(t) He took a contrary way 
to the other rabbies, and, in- 
llead of hunting after traditi- 
onal expofitions snd my ilic in- 
terpretations, gave himfelf whol- 
ly to the grammatical and lite- 
ral fenfe ; which he hath invefti- 
gated,jvith fuch fuccefs and pe- 
netration, ' that the Chridians 
judly prefer him to all jhe other 
Jcwijh expofitors 5 though he 


hath in fon^e indances given 
himfelf a liberty which hath 
been judly blamed by both. It 
was he that fir ft (hewed the way 
c to fuch of our critics, who main- 
tain the notion we have confu- 
ted in a former part (f}» that 
the Ifraelites did not crofs the 
Red Sea, but made a turn round 
part of it at low water, that 
Pharaoh following them, might 
be caught and diowned by the 
fucceeding tide. He had fome 
fmart difputes with the Caraites, 
whom h p treats as Sadducees for 
riot receiving the traditions of 
the fathers \ though he himfelf 


. (28) Jvcbafin . f* 13 1. 

Hebr. N. 

P (P). 


1 131. Cants Txtmacb, in A. M, 4866* W Bibl, 
1727, ' Ba/nag . (gc. (f) See Anc. Hift. i>U. iii. f, 396, (§ fej. 
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before his death, in the 75th year of his age, A. C. 1 174 (V). 

The reader will find a lift ofthis works under the laft note. 

We have in this century three famcn rabbies of the nam c Three 
of LtuL or Hallevi . One born at Cologne , who, after many learned 

Levi’s. 


by his method of expounding 
the Scriptures, (hews he was no 
fcrupulous follower of the cab- 
bala, and perhaps had not a 
much better opinion of it than 
they ; though he dared not own 
fo much, for fear of bringing the 
partifans forrit upon hfcn, who 
were then very numerous and 
hot in irs behalf: fo that it is 
not unlikely, that he fell foul 
on the Cnraites , merely to wipe 
off* the imputation of being an 
ant'cabbalift. 

(V) Upon finding his death 
approaching, he wrote, that as 
Abraham was come Out of l/r, 
or fire of llcran , in the 75 th 
year of his age, fo he at that 
age came out of the rm. 

from the firfc, or the 
anger of the world, changing 
only by the addition of a vowel 
the word Charon into Charon 
(29). This (hews however, that 
he was not born before the year 
1099, though feveral chrono- 
logcrs have placed his birch ten 
or more years fooner. . 

His works are ; 1 . A learned 
comment on all the books of 
the Old Tcftament, a work very 
much efteemed by all the learn- 
ed for its ufefulnefs, clearnefs, 
fuccin&nefs, and elegance, and 
for being free from the puerile 
dreams and fables of the Jew- 
ijb writers. 2. Sepher Sodoth 
Hathorah , a treatife of the hid- 
den fecrets of the law.* 3. Jef- 
fed Thor ah , the foundation of 


the law. 4. A comment on the 
decalogue, fince tranflated into 
Latin by S. Munfler with notes. 
5. A’ new comment on Ifaiah and 
the minor prophets, revifed and 
corredled by him. 6 Ditto, on 
Proverbs, the Canticles, Efher % 
and the Lamentations. 7. His 
cpiftleon the Sabbath in rhim- 
ing verfe. 8. Another poem, 
intituled, JppQ p * 17 . let 

the wakeful ion live; and treats 
of rewards and punifhments. To 
which Bartoloeci joins another, 
intituled, of the kingdom of 
Heaven. 9. the 

the foundation of fear 18. 
OK*/! D- Sepher liajbem on the 
'‘ictragruh^matui, or nam e Jeho* 
•*vab. 11. Eight treatifeson the 
Hebrew grammar. 12. One 
on cchicks. 13. One on logic. 
14. A poem on the foul. 15. 
His beginning of wifdom, an 
aitroiogicaT treatife divided into 
eight parts, and treating on the 
influence of the ftars and pla- 
nets, their motions, afpc&s, 
lucky and unlucky days ; of al- 
gebra and geometry, arithmetic 
and aftronomy, of the world, 
of emboli mal years, of chances, 
and judicial aitrology. 16. His 
excellent poem on the game of 
chefs, tranflated by Dr. Hide ; 
and fome others of leflfer note. 
Thpfe who want to know more 
of this excellent rabbi, may con- 
fult the authors quoted in the 
margin (^o). 


(29) Sbafjbehtb. Halkabalab. p. 41, & [tf. Gant*. 'Tzemtcb, fc? a/. (3c) Id. 
ibid. Jucbafin. p. 130, 163. bebikard, Simon, Bart.loi, & Wolf. & at. [up. 

that. 
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conferences with the Chriftians, was baptized, and taught 
Latin under the name of Herman . 2. Judah Hallevi a good 

poet, and author of the dialogue intituled, Chozar, which 
we have had occafion to mention before. And 3. Ahaham 
Halleviy a learned rabbinift and cabalift, whom fome make 
father-in-law, and others, firft coufin, to Aben Ezra , and 
who was a moft zealous antagonift againft the Caraites, tho* 
far inferior to them in point of reafoning and judgment ; fai 
that, not being able to cope with them, he had recourfe to 
king Alphonfo VII. to whom he had done fome lignal fer- 
vices, and eafily obtained an order from him to have all his 
adverfaries lilenced (W). 

Maimoni- W11 have already given an account of the great Maimoni- 
des'sdffen- des, who flouriflied in this century, in fpcaking of the Jews 
ders and in Egypt . Ffis works, of which we have there given a fhort 
pfpo/ers . account of, particularly his March Ncvochim , foon railed him, 

many admirers, but a much greater number of opponents ; 
infomuch that the fynagogues, who took part for and againft 
him, made no fcrnple to excommunicate each other. Judah 
Alcharifi, who then flouriflied, and was a great poet, under- 
took to tran/late his comments on the Miflmah, at the requeft 
of the Marjilian doftors, who did not under Hand Arabic, 
and gave that work the nobleit ‘encomiums. He likewife 
tranflated his JMoreh Ncvocfnm, oi refolution of doubtful 
queftions ; but, though he likewife cried it up to the fkies, 
Maimonides was not fatislied with it, but difaproved of the 
Verfion. On the other hand, R. Solomon , then chief of the 
fynagoguc of Montpelier , finding that he fpoke Hill plainer 
againft the thalmudic dec i lions in his March Ncvochim , than 
he had done in the comment, loft all patience, and engaged 
all the do&ors there, particularly R. R. Jonah and David who 
fludied under him, to ftand up in the defence of the thal- 
mud againft him, even to the burning of his books, and ex- 

(W) This rabbi was born, thfe SpaniJJ? monarch s never car- 
an, 1140. An author of his 11a- ried their perfection fo far 
tion (31), tells us, that he fome againft recufants, but only 
Way or otfter fo exafperated againft fuch as reiapfed (32)^ 
that monarch againft him, that But without examining how far' 
he threatened to hang him if he that is true, Haiievi might have 
did not turn Chriftian ; and that committed fome other crime, 
he, ftill perfifting in his religion, which AJphonfo might refute to 
was really hanged. Bartoiccci forgive him, unlefs he turned 
hath endeavoured to confute Chriftian, and caufed him to be 
that ftory, by pretending, that hanged upon'-his ftiffrefulal, 

(Z lj Seim. Ben. Virg. p. 7, (yi) Bib!, Rat, tom . i. p. 21. 

comrnu - 
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communicating all that Ihould read them, or apply them- 
felvcs to the ftudy ot philofophy. 

The war thus declared againft him and his followers, was Synagogues 
however fo far from deterring others from entering the lifts excommu- 
in his behalf, that the dottors of Narbonne , with the great nicate each 
JoJ'cph Kimchi at their head, not only ftood up in his de otherabeut 
fence, but engaged all their brethren in Spain to do 
fame (X). This war between the doctors of both nations 
lafted about forty years, and employed the moll learned 
heads and pens on both iidcs ; neither can it be faijl to have 
been effectually ended, feeing his \vork c have been attacked 
and ccnfu red,* from tfme to time, in rhe fubfequent centuries 
by frefh doCtois of all nations. However the fchifin which 
they hrrd cauftd, was aboliihed, sm, 1232. But it is time 
to fpeak of the other learned Jews that ^ourifhed in this 1 2th 
century f 

K. K I MC H I was the fon of Jofeph Kimchi , and, tho* Th three 
a hot zealot for MaimcnhLs> was interior to his father in Kimchi*, 
point of learning and reputation. This lad was a bitter ene- 


1 Catel. hilt. d f Languedcc, lib. iv. Bartol. Wolf. Ik 
Basnau. ub. fup. 

"s. 

(X) Narlonne was then in thfe* Another learned antagonist 


hands of the Spaniards, which 
theiefore engaged all the rell 
of the Spamjb jinx' to take part 
with it, and to ex* ommaniciue 
the fynagogucs ot Lu uedjc , as 
thofe had clone to th /,r n. hey 
could not hov ever bring them 
ad over to the r tide; for that 
of Pcfairo, a little town in O/Y 
C aft He, had tv o learned daftOiS 
both of the n me of Abraham, 
who wrqte ftrenuoufly a gain if 
him ; the one, in conteinp:, 
treating him as a young fellow; 
and rhe other fo effeuiially con- 
futing him, that Maim oxides was 
forced to own that he was the 
only man that had defeated him; 
though at the fame time he fore- 
warned him, in a kind* of pro- 
phetic triumph, that he would 
not live to finiih his work : which 
came to pafs accordingly, for 
Maimon died in :hat very } car. 


was R Judah* a phyfician and 
chief of the fvnagogue of To- 
ledo, whole zeal for the thal- 
mud engaged kiu\to join w.th 
the French againft him, and 
againft R Kimchi , his moll llre- 
nuous champion. He wrote 
accordingly with fuch force and 
fury againft them, that Kimchi 
had no other way tofilence him 
tlu’n by prevailing, by dint of 
caballing and intcreft, on the 
fynagogues of Catalonia to ex 
communicate thofe of France 
and their partisans ; which ob- 
liged them at laft u> fubmit, to 
revpke all their decrees againll 
thofe of Spain ; and even ^ con- 
fent to erafe what they had 
written upon Maimonides s mo- 
nument of his being an excom- 
municate *. 


* rid, Baud mtf & at. ub. fo. 
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my sgainft the Chriltians ; and fullered his zeal to tranfport 
him beyond all bounds, as one may fee by his book of the 
wars of the Lord, and his treatife on faith and alliance with 
heretics, meaning the Chriftians (Y)* His fon David ’ of, as 
his name is commonly abridged, Radak, for Rabbi David 
Kimchi , was more learned than either of them (Z), and much 
more moderate towards the Chriftians. His works, which 
the reader may fee an account of in the laft note, are ftill 
very ufeful and efteemed, particularly his grammar and com- 
ment upon the Pfalms, which have been tranflated into La- 
tin , as well as fome other of his, commentaries, and inferted 
into the Latin Bibles of Venice and BqfiL He Jiad a bro- 
ther named Mofes, who was likewife a man of learning, and 
the author of a treatife, intituled, The Carden of Delight , 
which treated of the (late of the foul, but hath never been 
printed. The manSfcript of it is in the Vatican library m . 
Solomon Another famed rabbi of this century, was the learned 
jarchi. Solomon Jarcbi , (tiled by fome the fon of Ifaac, and by others 
Rajhi, which is only an abbreviation of hrs name, a native of 

m Bartol. ub. fup. tom. iv. Wolf. ub. fup. N. 499, & 
ali. fub. nom. Gantz, ub. fup. fub an. 4950. Shallheleth, 
fub. A. C. 1192. ^ 

(Y) There i^ fome difpute row , yet he fo much improved 
whether he was of French or and enlarged, that it appears 
Spanijb origin, whi^h is occa- a quite new work. It is inti- 
fioned by his fon R. David tuled, Miklol , perfection (differ- 
being Riled provenjaP, dwelling ent from Miklol Jopbi , or per- 
at Nar bonne; which city belongs feClion of beauty, of R % Solomon 
now to the French , but did then Ben Melek), and coniifts of two 
to the Spaniards , as we obferved parts, the one of which is the 
in the lad note. And this at grammar, and the fecond a lex- 
once decides the controverfy. icon of all the Hebrew roots. 

(£) The Jews, alluding to His JlJP, or pen of a 

his furname, affirm, that there wrjter, is of the Mafforetic kind, 
can be no Kemach , meal without and commended by the learned 
a Kimchi , or miller; meaning Elias Levi ta. Some other trea- 
that there can be no true learn- tifes are likewife aferibed to 
ing without* him; and indeed him in the fame way ; but what 
there is hardly a better help to he has been moft famed for, is 
the JJi brew tongue than his his comments upon moll book* 
grammar ; which, though he of the Old Teftament. He is 
took the greater pact of it likewife laid to have written t 
from an Arabic one, print- verfion of them*, all in Spa* 
cd by one Abul Valid Mm» ntjh (33). m 


Troyes 


(33) Fid. Wolf. & ah fup. citaf% 
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Troyes III Champagne, who left it to travel into Judea and Per- 

Jia , and upon his return, applied himfelf wholly to the ftudy 

and teaching of the thalmud(A). His comment on the 

Gemalrrah hath been fo highly efteemed, that it hath gained 

him the title of Prince of Commentators ; tho’ his notes 

on the facred books are fo fraught with fables and thalmudic 

vifions, that he is as much dcfpifed for it, as he is admired 

for the other. He died at Treves,. in the 75 th year of his His death, 

age (B), and his corpfe was carried to Prague , where his A. C. 

tomb is Hill to be feen n . The Jews in general hatf many 1180. 

famed men in moft fciences ; fuch as Kimchi for grammar, 

Judah Alcharijifn. Hyllcvi, Jofeph Hadajian , of Cordoua , and 
A ben Ezra for poetry ; the laft named, and Abraham Naffi 9 
for aftronomy. It were endlefs to go thro' the names of their 
Celebrated profeflbrs ; we (hall only mentjpn one ; viz, Ifaac 

n Id. ibid. * 

(A) His furname, Jarchi , ed about them ; and upon his 
which we have elfewhere ob- going away, threw down a 
ferved, fignities Lunatic , hath quire, in which thofe deciiion* 
been varioufly CanvafTed, fome were written, without the name 
deriving it from the city oM^- of any author; and thofe quires 
nel in Languedoc , where was an were carefully colleded every - 
academy, which hath been ren- where, and amcAinted to a pro- 
de red famous by his profeffor- digious number; and it was by 
fhip ; others from that of Lana the help of thofe that the glo f» 
in Italy . We have likewife on the thalmud is faid to have 
feen that name given to the been compiled, 
celebrated R . Samuel, on ac- (B) He left three daughters, 
count of their great (kill in aftro- whom he mariijd to as many 
nomy f. It were therefore vain learned dodlors ; the moft famed 
to hunt after uncertain etymo- # of whom was R . Meir, who 
logies, even tho* the fubjefl helped to colled the fcattered 
were of greater moment than quires of his father in-law, 2nd 
this. To come therefore to to compile the glofs above- men - 
fomething better worth knovtf- tioned, from them. Jarchi had 
ing; fome grandfons likewife, who 

His method of teaching and aftifted him in it ; viz, Jaatob 
difputing was fomewhat fingu- of Orleans , commcyily called 
lar. He had made, during his Rath 4 and R . Thom , likewife 
travels, a colleftion of the moft furnamed Rath . The former 
difficult points he had met with, died in Champagne , and the o- 
together with their decifons by ther was murdered *0. 1190, 
the learned. Upon his return, and his writings were deftroyed 
he went and viVited all the aca- with him v 34). 
demies and fchools,*and difput- 

(f) See before, p, 160. (34) Gants % ShaIJheletb 3 &c, 

Moi5. Hist. Vol. XIIL U Hazaken , 
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Jews fam- Hazakm, or the elder , who had fixty difciples fo Ikilled in 
td on other the Gemarrah , that they could extempore difpute on any point 
accounts . that was propofed to them out of it, and deduce arguments 
pro and con from it. One of thefe difciples was the Tamed 
Judah of Paris , who became very famous in the following 
century °. 

A Gcr- Thosil of Germany made themfelves remarkable rather 
many for their piety, miracles, .and prophecies, than for their learn- 
gr ut pro i n g . anc ^ if we may believe their authors R. Samuel , who lived 

pbc:s and 

at Vienna, gained the title of prophet, on account of the many 
tmrac e- orac | es w hich he there delivered. His fon Judah , firnamed 
mongers. ^ Pious, was no lefs famous for thf mifScIes attributed to 
T d h th aiK ^ onl y f° l * a Jewi/h creed (C). This century like- 
Pious his W1 ^ e P r °J ut 'cd fome learned women : and one of the Jcw- 
miracitlGtfsfo travellers, mentioned a little higher, extols a daughter 
deliver- °f the chief of the captivity in the caft, who was fo learned 
once. both in the law and in the thalmud, that Ihe read lectures thro* 
the lattice of her window, to a great number of difciples, fo 
that they only heard without feeing her, and being in danger of 
becoming enamoured with her, or Ihe. with them p. We 
have likewife feen in this ch ipter, fome Jews in the higheft 
polls in the courts of feveral prmccs ; others at the head 
of armies, and exenifing tluy Tcvual functions with great 
applaufc. Portugal, amongUothci s, produced a inoft cele- 
brated one, who not only railed himfelf, by dint of merit, to 
the command of the aimy, but by his lingular modefty, as 
well as his valour and iuccefs, eluded all the cabals and in- 
trigues or the Porfitnieje miniftry again ft him (D). We might 

here 

°Gantz, Sc al. ub. fnp. Pltinerar. R. Petach, ap. Wacen* 
sEii.,in Sotiali, p. 220. 


(C) To give a fketch of it, R. 
Ghedaliah, in his Shaljhehth ( 3 5 } , 
tells ud, that being overtaken in 
a narrow lane, at U r o>ms , by a 
waggon, which mall unavoida- 
bly have tyulhed him to death 
againll the wall, the brutifh \vag- 
gony diiv.ngon with all fpeed, 
in fpito of his cries to flop ; the 
Wall gave way ju.t in the place 
where he Hood, ancf left room 
for the carriage to go on with- 
out hurting him. Others fay it 
was Judah's mother who was 


thus miraculoufly preferved, be* 
ing then big with him. And 
the learned Wagenfeil prefers 
this lait relation, which he had 
from the mouths of fome credi- 
ble Jew, who (hewed him the 
very (pot ; which hollow they 
pretend is Hill to be feen in the 
wall. Worms was then full of 
them* and no lefs pregnant of. 
their miracles. 

(D) This was "the great Doni. 
Solomon, the fon of Jecbaiah, 
who was as great a philofopher 


( 3O Sb*dJIsJetb, p. 55. 
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here mention likewife fome of their learned, that forfook the Converts 
Synagogue in this century, to turn either Mohammedans or and apof- 
Chriltians ; but as that would carry us too far, we fliall only ****** 
jgive*an inftance of each in the following note (E), and pro- 
ceed to fome more momentous tranfaftions in it, viz, the fe- 
veral falfe Meffiahs that appeared both in the eaft and weft 
during this interval* 


as general. His merit raifed 
him to the dignity of held- 
mailer-general, An. C . 1190, 
which was thef Mkc highe# poll 
in the militia ; in which he be- 
haved fo well, that he obtained 
the command of the whole ar- 
my. His valour and fuccefs 
raifed him very powerful ene- 
mies among the grandees, 
whom he overcame by his An- 
gular modeity ; and not content 
with pra&ifingit himfelf, he in- 
fpired his nation with it; and 
having obferved that their ride- 
ing on horfeback alonj^^he 
ftreets was difpleafing to the Pa** 
tuguefe , he prevailed upon them to 
leave it off, as well as the wear- 
ing of filk garments. 

(E) Of the firft fort was the 
famed apoilate Samuel- Ben Je- 
hudahy or, as he is commonly 
called, AfmouiU a Spaniard by 
birth',. and by profelfion a phyfi- 
cian, who, to convince the Mof- % 
lems of the fmcerity of his con- 
verfion, wrote a book again# 
the Jews, an. 1174* in which 
he charges them with having 
altered the law of Mofcs. This 
accufation was greedily fwal- 
lowed by them, and is ilill to 
this day ; infomuch, that they 
forbid the quoting or tranflating 
any part of the Pentateuch ac- 
cording to the JevoiJk ordChrifti- 
an copies. They allege again# 


tliem, that there is not a word 
in them about the refurte&ion 
of the dead, the life to come, 
prayers, alms, { srV. But, whe- 
ther he furnilhed them with 
thofe objeflions out of hatred 
to them, or whether he did not 
rather mean by thofe alterations 
he charges the Jews with, the 
falfe interpretations of tho thal- 
mudifts, we cannot affirm (36). 

Of the latter or Chriilian con- 
verts, we (hall only mention 
Peter A/pbonfo ; which n ante 3 
were given him, the former, be- 
caufe he was baptifed on St. 
% Peter $ feftival, and the other 
by the king orthat name, who 
was his godfather (37). He 
was a native of Ofea , and pro- 
fefled Judatfm till the 40th year 
of his age ,*and after his conver- 
fion was made phyfician to Al - 
phonfo VII. who was king of 
Cajiile and Leon t and died an. 
1108. Pedro wrote fome dia- 
logues again# the Jews, which 
are ftill preferved (38), and /rom 
which one may conclude he had 
more zeal than Ikill in that con- 
troverfy, if he was not rather 
more influenced by worldly 
views than folid arguments; for 
froiy this inftance one may fee 
that there were no encourage- 
ments wanting to bring them 
over. 


(36) D'HttbelQt , Bibtiot. Orient . fub. Dtic. (37) D' Aguh ra, Billiot. Mb. 
to «fe. iii. /. i. e. 3. (38) AlpbonJ. Dialog, titul . 2 & 3, ap. Biblioth. Pair. tom. 

&xi. p. 1S4, g ftp 
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Of’ thefe authors reckon no lefs than nine or ten ; fo that 
the great number of their learned could neither hinder their 
impoftures, nor the people’s credulity. The firflof thqfe ap- 
peared in France , An . 1 1 37. The place of Jiis birth or mani- 
feftation is not mentioned by any author ; only they tell us 
that Lewis , who was then on the throne, caufed their fyna- 
gognes to be pulled down, and the JewiJb nation to be fe- 
verely treated : from which we may conclude that he had im- 
pofed on a great part of his nation (F). In the following 
year another appeared in Perjia, and drew fuch multitudes af- 
ter him, that the king thought fit to obligg^jhe reft of the 
Jews to fummon him, and order him 4 o lay down his arms 5 
which they tried at firft in vain, till he feemed moved at the 
fight of the multitudes of children, which the forrowful mo- 
thers brought before him to excite his pity. He then pro- 
pofed to that monarch, that he fhould pay him the charges 
of the war, and let him lead his troops away unmolefted ; 
which, to the wonder of the Jews, was agreed to, and the 
fum ftipulated by the Meffiah paid down, and the troops dif- 
bandcd. But the king finding lumfelf oat of dangci, obliged 
the difarmed Jews to reimburte him the money; and, as lome 
add, caufed the impoftor’s head tj>Ae ftruck off 

MA l MO N I D E S meiafckms a third, which appeared in 
S/tain about i # b years before he wrote, who brought a fevere 
pcrlccution on their nation. He was a native of Cordoua , and 
was i'upported in Jus impofture by one of the greateft rabbies 
in that city, whp wiore a book to prove before-hand the 
nearnefs of his appearing by the ftars. Our author adds, that 
the better and wifer fort looked upon the fellow as a madman ; 
but as thofe are few, in comparifon of the reft, they could not 
hinder his gaining credit among them, till his difappointment 
undeceived them r . Ten years after that, another cheat pro- 
claimed the coming of the Mefliah within a year ; and his 
prediftion proving falfe, occafioned new troubles and perfe- 


** S olom . Ben Virc. ub. fup. 169. Lent de Pfeudo MefT. 
Judcor. p. 36. r Mai mon. Epift. de Reg. Auft. ap. Vuril. 

p. 29^ * 

t 

(P; Mtiimnides . who livad another writer (40) co m- 
30 > «*ars after, t?!)s us, that the plains, ^that on account of that 
French, into whofe ‘hands he lmpoltor, they had pulled down 
fell, put him to death, and with a great number ©f fynagogues 
him the holy ajjlmbly (39). And in France. 0 


(39) Ef'tO. de Aufir it . Reg. ap. Wurfi % not, in GantxTkunecb p. 2^3 (40) 

$t!w. Ben Pug* ub. fup, 169. 
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cutions againft that credulous people. This was /in the At Fez, 
kingdom of Fez, where we are told • there was another per- A. C. 
fon \gho proclaimed himfelf the Meflhh lately foretold (G). 1167. 

In the fame year an Arabian fet up there for the Mctfiah, 4 nem} 0fJf 
and pretended to work miracles ; tho* our author rather looked there. 
upon him as an enthufiaft, who had more fmceriiy than 
judgment 6 ; and being confulced about him by the reft of the 
Jews, foretold to them the fatal confequence which his and 
their delufioii would bring upon them. His advice, however, 
did not hinder vaft multitudes f from following that iwipoftor, 
who was apprehended at the end of a year, and brought before 
the king; wherebein| afked what had induced him to that 
impofture, he boldly replied, that he was lent by God; and as 
a proof of it, told that monarch, that if lie would order his 
head to be cut off, he fhould fee him rife immediately after. 

The king took him at his word, and^ordered him to be be- Beheaded 
headed (H) ; upon which the client was fufticiently difeovered, h his own 
and thofe who had been deluded by him, wxrc grievoufly dejire* 
punifhed, and the nation condemned to very heavy fines u . 

Some time after fi leper, who found himfelf cured in on£ A leper 
night of his ftubborn difeafe, rook it into his head, from that/^ J up for 
fuppofed miracle, that h%\ was the Mefluli ; upon which he Qns% 
went and proclaimed himfeTWigjh beyond the Euphrates , and 
drew vaft multitudes after him. The y^z/toloftors, how- 
ever, foon perfuaded him and his followers, that this cure, 
miraculous as it feemed to be, was not a fujicient proof of his 
being the Meftiah, and made them and him afhamed of their . 
folly. But their appearing in arms on his account, had fo 
exafperated the people, that they raifed a frefh perfecution hi! ac- 
againft them ; and one of their writers affares us x , ten thoufand count . 


* Solom, Ben Viro. ub. fup. p. 169. 1 M\imon. Epift. ad 
[ud.in Malhlia, ap. Wurlt ub. fup. p. zc y z. u 1J. ibid. * Id. 
Spill, de Auftr. Region, ap. Wurt. p. 293. Solom. ub. fup. p. 
60. • 


(G) According to this laft 
author, one would be apt to 
think that thofe two cheats a&ed 
in concert. However, as Mai- 
moni dei , who flourithed at that 
time, mentions but one impof- 
tor, it is like ) yJSolomon was either 
mifmfbrmed, or hath ill expreil- 
pd his meaning. 9 

(H) It is very probable that 
mile ufe of that ftratagem 


only to free himfelf fiom a moro 
cruel death : but tjiat did not 
hinder a great number of, his 
infatuated followers froir^ hop- 
ing, that tho f he did not imme- 
diately rife from the dead, yet 
he would*in fome time after, to 
ftipir no fmali difappointmenr, 
when they found thcnilelves de- 
ceived and pumfhe^ fur their 
credulity. 

u * of 
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of them, being quite tired with their fufferings on that ac- 
count, forfook the JcwtJh religion, which hath rendered the 
memory of that impoftor odious to the whole nation. 4 new 
and fcverc perfecution was raifed in Perfia , an, 1 174, oh ac- 
count of a fev,enth falfe Mefliah, who had feduced fome of the 
common people, by fuch ftrange tricks, that they looked upon 
him afterwards as a conjurer or a devil y . 

An eighth impoftor lef up for the Mefliah in Moravia, viz • 
David Atr.wjfer , who boafted that he had the power pf ren- 
dering ttimfeif invifible whenever he pleafed; and drew vaft 
multitudes after him. To prevent the ij^w-nfequences of 
fuch concourfes, the king fent to promife him his life, on con- 
dition that he furrendered himfelf into his hands. He did fo ; 
but that prince, inftead of keeping his word with him, caufcd 
him to be flung inti) prifon ; from which, however, he foon 
cfcaped, by the help of his art. They tried in vain to pur- 
fue him : he difappeared when he pleafed, and the king, who 
went after him in perfon, had the mortification to fee him 
one while, without being able to reach him. Tired at length 
with following him, hefummoned the Jtivs, who were then 
xery numerous, to feize and deliver him up; which they at 
length, out of fear of a new perf{?*ftion, performed, and he 
was again imprifoned. But whether his art was now exhauJft- 
ed, or fome cduntcr-charm was ufed againft it, he could nei- 
ther efcape out of piifon, nor out of the hands of the hang- 
man (I) z . * 

But the moft famous of all, during this century, was Da - 
vid Alroi, or Eldavid, whom others commonly place in the 
year 1099 or 1200 ; but Benjamin dc Tudela, who travelled 
an. 1173, fpcaks of him as having appeared 10 years before. 
He was a native of Amaru, whyih city contained about iooq 
1 who paid tribute to the fcmg of Perfia ; and was well 
veifcd not only in the thalmu.Ik learning, but likewife in the 
Ch if lean magic, where he had picked out fome ftrange fecrets 
to delude the people by. He applied himfelf at firft to the 
chid of thu captivity, and to that of the fynagogue of Bag- 
dad, but chiefly prevailed on the Jews fettled on the moun- 
tain called Hapktan to take up arms, after he had deluded 
* henyvith tome pretended miracles. The Pcrfian king, alarms 

y m Id. ibid. 2 Id. ibid, 

« 

{ 1 } Maimnides, and Solomon time of Solomon thefon of Addretiy 
above quoted, telh us of a ninth but take no notice either of his’ 
importer, who, they fSy, lived name, country, or good or ill 
in this tith century, and # in the fucccfs., 

ed 
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ed at this armament, and the progrefs it had made, fcnt him 
exprefs orders to come immediately to court ; promifing him 
at the fame time, that if he proved himfelf the Mefliah, he 
woufil acknowledge him as a kingjent from heaven. Rida- 
vid, contrary to expeftation, obeyed the fummons, and allur- Anfnucr 
ed the king that he was really the Mefliah : upon which he 10 t - e king 
was immediately clapt into prifon, and was not to be ac- ^l >CI ‘h a * 
knowledged, till he had by fome n^iracle extricated himfelf 
out of it. But whilft: the king was deliberating what death 
to put him to, word was brought to him that the # prifoner 
was fled. He difpatched feveral couriers after him; who up- 
on their return^HTurdd him that they had heard his voice, ^ 
but had neither been able to fee him or to lay hold on him. 

The king, fufpeffing them to have been corrupted, marched 
in perfon after him as far as the banks pf the river Gozaiiy 
where he heard him call them fools, without feeing him. an( y f, ur fa. 
Soon after that, they perceived him dividing the waters of that 
river with his mantle, and crofling it. The king began to 
think indeed that he might be the Mefliah ; but was difliiad- 
ed from it by his officers, who allured him, that it was mere 
illufion -, and fo the army parted the river without feeiflg 
him. ^ 

The king wrote immediately upon it to the chiefs of the Betrayed 
Jcwi/h nation to deliver up bldavid to hin^, under the pe- /, y hj s fa- 
mily of being all maflacred without mercy. T'his obliged tber-in- 
the chief of the captivity to fend a fubmillive letter to him, law* 
defiring him to deliver himfelf up, and lave his nation from 
dellrudtion : but the impoftor only made? a jell of it, and ab- 
folutely refufed it. He continued his hofl ilities, till his father- 
in-law, being tempted with a promife of 10,000 crowns, in- 
vited him to a fupper ; and having plied him with wine, 
cut off his head, and fent it t <3 the king (K). But Zaid Aladin , 

iuftead 


(K) It not unlikely that 
this Eldavid was the fame with 
a David Ben David mentioned 
by an ancient chronicle (41), 
who was likewife a Perfian 9 
and appeared about the begin- 
ning of the 13th century. He 
is faid to have been looked upon 
by the Jev>{ as their king, and 
to have gathered a vail army of 
$hem under him.* The chroni- 


cle adds, that he had formed a 
defign of coming from Perjia to 
Cologn to meet three magicians 
who were to be t^pre ; and had 
already gone thro’ fome pro- 
vinces, when he was forced to 
lead his army, home ward s'again. 
What is there added about 
thefe three magicians, that they 
were to be of a gigantic ftature# 
gives, indeed, the liory the air 


(41) Fragm, Hjft, an. Cbr. 1212, ap* Wur$+ H>(i t Germ , ttw.ii. p. 89. 


u 4 


of 



' Hijhry of the B. XVI.; 

Jews maf inftcad of keeping his word, infilled upon having all thofe 
Jacrcd. Jews delivered up who had ferved with : which they en? 

deavouring to excufe themfelves from, he caufed a vaft 
number of their nation to be butchered in his dominions \ 
And thus much may ferve for the falfe Meffiahs of this century : 
from which the reader may fee the great propenfity of the 
Jews to run after every impoftor that fets up for a deliverer, 
and to join with him in taking up arms, and committing all 
kinds of outrages and difafters againft thofe whom they 
called tfyeir enemies, becaufe held in fubje&ion to them, 
whether Chriftians, Turks , or heathens ; and the neceffity 
there was for every government under j/hicn^they lived, to 
keep a watchful eye over them, and to enaft wholefome laws, 
to keep them within due bounds ; efpecially as they betrayed no 
lcfsfurprifing readinefs, for the moftpart, when under perfecu- 
tion or difgrace, to aa«nd> their religion for any other offered 
to them, in order to fav*e themfelves from a prefent danger ; : 
but which forced converfions made them only more invete- 
rate and revengeful againft thofe that impofed them upon 
them, whenever any opportunity offered ijfelf to throw off 
the difguife. So that nothing could be more impolitic and 
unnatural, than to oblige fuch menjp redeem their lives and 
liberties at the ex pence of their njli^ion. But it is time to pafs 
on to the next qentury. 

Decay of We here again be obliged to join the 13th and 
the lews 14th together, to avoid being frequently forced to break 
during the off the thread of*their h’dlojy, and begin, as we have hi- 
\yh und therto done, with thofe of the eaft, where we ftiall find 
) cen* them ftrangely dwindled, both in number and figure, efpeci- 
turus. ally with refpeft either to their chiefs, their academies, or. 

learned men, cf whom we hardly find any mention With 
refpett to the former, R . Petalhiah , who travelled thither 

* Be* Vjrc. Hill Jud. p. 162. Itinerar. MS. ap. WagenC 
in Sotah. 


of a rabbinic fable ; but if we 
confider how credulous th cGer* 
wans were of inch prodigies, and 
how eager and defirous they 
were tS embrace every rumour 
of a Mefliah, it is not improba- 
ble, that having heard of the 
conqueft and progrefs of Elda - 
•bid in Perjia , they might give 
it out that he was coming 


full fpeed to their deliverance, 
in order to infpire their brethren 
with hopes of feeing an end of 
their flavery, if not with fome 
defign to do the fame in Ger- 
many which the other had done 
in Perfia (42). So that Elda/vid 
and David the fon of David 
may be probably enough the 
fame perton. 


( 42) B*faag lib. U. c, n. § 14. 


ibout 
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about the latter end of the laft century, tells us that fhty Chiefs of 
were ftill in being and authority *>; but it is moft likely the tit c*pti- 
perforation lately mentioned, and which was not ended at **9 a &° m 
the banning pf this, had put an effectual end to them ; fince 
which timp their affairs have ftill gone from bad to worfe. 

For ifoon after that NeJJer Ledinillah , Khalif of Bagdad , and a 
very zealous Mohammedan, as well as a perfon of copfummatc 
[ayarice, grew jealous of the too gre^t wealth of the Jews, as 
ivell as of their too eager zeal after every impoftor that fet up 
for a Meifiah, raifed an open perfecution againft thqpi, and 
ibliged all that would not turn Mohammedans to leave the 
l abylonijh dqmffl!l?hsf4 upon which, one part marched away, 

.nd the reft chofe to ftay upon his terms (L). The wars that Jews apof- 
happened there fince, under Melek al Najjar and his brother, tatize. 
againft Holagu, alias Hulaku, emperor o£ the Tartars, his 
killing thofe two princes, after the taking of Bagdad, helped to 
complete their ruin there f, * 

f JU DE A was no lefs infefted with the wars that raged Jtp**cei* 
between the Chriftians and Saracens ; but that did not hinder J udea * 
he Jews from haviijg fome fynagogues and learned rabbics in 
t. Here it was that the famed R . Mofes Nachmanides, or as 
jhis name is commonly abljreviated, Ramhan, retired, and built 

c D'Herbel. Bibl. Orient fufifyoc. Abulpf^raq. Dynaft. 

X p. 532. t Dc his vid, fup. voi. v. p. 156, Sc feq. 


(L) Among thofe that ftaid 
jwas jofeyb the fon of Jahiah , 
ja famed phyfician and mathe- 
matician, who chofe to diffem- 
jfcle for a time, rather than ex- 
pofe himfelf to unavoidable mi- 
sery. However ? he took the * 
fir ft opportunity he could to turn 
his effedls into mqney, and re- 
tired into E%ypt, where Maimo- 
nides was ftill alive, and by his 
afliftance corrected a fy ftem of 
agronomy, which he had brought 
with him ; and after his death, 
retired to Aleppo, where h$ 
bought an eflate, and married. 

He died (bon after thpre; and 
having, as we are told, made an 
engagement With an intimate 
friend, that he would come back 
from the other world to inform 

(f S) AMptar, Dynaft* it, p. 3* 


him of the flfte of it, made him 
wait two years, and at length 
appeared to him. His friend, 
finding him very backward to 
difcloie the fecret to him, took 
him by the'hand, and challenged 
his promife, but could get no- 
thing more from him than this 
dark anfwcr, ‘ The univerfal 
“ hath reunited itfelf to the uni- 
V verfal ; and the particular to 
“ the particular (43).” Thi$ 
was, in all likelihood, only a 
dream of his friend, after hav- 
ing 'thought long and intenfely 
upon the^r previous engagement; 
otherwife one would think if 
hardly wdrth the other's while 
to take fo long a journey to 
make fq inconfiderable a difeo* 
very. 

3, ap, Bsfnag. lib . 14. f. 16. § 4. 
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R.Mofe9 a fytiagogue (M), and became one of the moft celebrated 
Nachma- cabbalifb that age produced. What made him leave his native 
nides, country, where he was fo efleemed and beloved, for Judea, 
then fo torn with wars, is not eafy to guefs ; unlefs he per- 
haps had made himfelf obnoxious to the Spanijb clergy, by 
the conferences he had had with fome friars, particularly that 
which was held before the king of Arragon and his court, an. 
1263. The time of his death is likewife varioufly placed ; by 
retires into f omc , an. 1300 ; at which rate he muft have lived 106 years; 
Judea. andby others 40 years fooner ; tho’ that is eight years before the 

author of JuchtiJtn makes him to have finifhgjyiis Expofition 
of the cabbaliftical law. His other mdft confi durable works 
may be feen in the next note (N). However, the Jews made 

no 

(M) He was born at Gironna , of life, a cabbaliftical treatife. 7. 

an. 1194, and at flrfl ftudied On faith and truft, likewife cab- 
chiefly phyfic, but made after- baliftical. 8. His expofition of 
wards fuch progrefs in the flu- the law, in the fame llrain, and 
dy of the law, that he was more fubtil than the reft. 9. 
fPyled the father of 'wifdom, the lu- On redemption or deliverance 
ininary and glory of the crown of from banifhment. 10. His fer- 
holiuefs ; and a fermon which he n^i<bcfore the king of Cajiile 
preached before the king ofc-^Jn the excellence of the divine 
Cajiile , made •him be looked law. 1 1 . A treatife on purity, 
upon as the father of eloquence, iz. New expofition on the 
lie at firft feemed to have nq treatife of Banja Batr *•?. 1 3 . On 
opinion of the CJahbalah ; but that of Jatzirah, or the creation, 
after he came to *take a re- 14. On that of the wars of the 
lifli to it, he became fo expert Lopl. 15. On that of Maimo- 
in it, that he could find every nicies, callpd JadChazakah. 16. 
thing he warned in .the facred Orders of falvation, cabbalifti- 
books, particularly in the Song # cal. 17. Eden the garden of the 
of Mofes, and parted from the Lord, ditto. 1 8. Jaaleb's fpring, 
fpeculative to the Hammahafith, dittq. 19. A comment on Job. 
or aftive, or operative part of 20. On fome treatife^ of the 
it {44). tftalmud. 21. A treatife on the 

(N) 1. A prayer on the ruin end or coming of the Mefliah. 
of the temple. 2. An epiftle on 22. On the pomegranate, cabba- 
theholincfoof marriage, giving liftical. 23. Qneftions and an- 
fbmc rules how parents may # be- fwers. 24. The lilly of fecrets, a 
got lyneft children. ‘3. His g^r- cabbaliftical expofition by num-* 
den of defire, another epiftle, in bers. 25. The fquare table, 
the cabbaliftical ftnpn. 4. A 26. The law of man, or direc- 
third to hi? fon, on moral fub- tions how he ought to behave 
je&s. 5. A fourth in defence in ficknefs, death, mourning, 
of Mainionidas. 6. The trcalqre and expedition of a future lifel 

Bart we. uh. fup tom* iv. JVolfBibl. IIab'\ n . 1612.^*876, & fej. 
'a nix. Tzemacby Sbalfcelttb, Jucbafn , (&c t . 
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po great figure in Pale/line, during this interval ; and content- 
ed themfelves with having the free ufe of their fchools and 
fynagpgues; and Nachmanides was the only confiderable 
doftor they had among them 4 . 

They did not fare much better in Egypt , where the in- 
vafion which St. Lewis made upon that kingdom, and the 
revolution that happened foon after under the Mamlukes , 
did not permit them to thrive either in wealth or learning ; 
they being on the one hand excluded from having any fhare 
in public affairs, and on the other, had been obliged to fet 
afide all thougjjj^of learning of any kind, infomuch that 
we read not of one Abbi of any note among them. There R.Sinicon 
was, indeed, one Simeon Duran, in fome city of Afric, who Duran, 
publifhed fome works, which the reader may fee in the mar- A. C. 
gin(O); but he was neither Egyptian «nor African, but a 1 Sa- 
native of Spain, whence he had brought with him the com- bis works. 
ment of rabbi Alphez, which he tranllated there ; and he did 
pot flourifh till the latter end of the 14th century c . 

The Jews about Babylon , as well as the difperfed of the s a adod- 
ten tribes eaftwardj had fuffered much, as we hinted a littje dowlah, 
higher, from the invafion of the Tartars ; but at length gained 
p confiderable refpite und.^r Khan Argun f, by means of a 
JcwiJlj phyfician named Saftddsdowlab, a learned man, and 
agreeable companion, whom that prince mfcde his prime 
minifter. The Chriftian hiftorians do him that jullicc, that 
he left them in quiet pofleffion of what th^y had in that em- 
pire; but he made ufe of all the intereft hejiad with his prmccf aevoure d 
to promote the intereft of his own nation, and procured^ ^ r ' 
them fome confiderable privileges. They did not enjoy them E un, 
long, before Argun was taken dangeroufty ill, and died foon A. C. 
after; and Saaddcdowlah , who was hated by the Mojlems and 1291. 
Arabs for his kindnefs to the Jews, was accufed by them of mur j rre j 9 
{laving poifoned him, and maflaensd for it ; and after him a 1327, " 

d De hoc vid. Bartoloc. ub. fup. Wolf. Bibl. Hacbr. N. 

1612. p. 876, &feq. e D'Herbei-ot. Bibl. Orient, fub voc, 
f Dehoc vid, fup. vol. v. p. 179. 

27. His conference with a Do- Fathers , another called Ohef. 
minican friar, mentioned above Mijbpath , the Lover of Judgment', 

(45). and a third called Mijbpath Tze~ 

(O) Betides the yerfion men- dek, the Judgment of R.ghtcouf- 
tioned above ? he compiled a nefs,orjufl Judgment (46); which 
Chronological catalogue of all two laft Buxiorf has blended in- 
the ancient rabbies, intitled to one, becaufe they are com- 
Maghen Aboth , the Shield of the monly found bound together. 

(45) Id, ibid* (46 J £ arte/* ub. fup (om. iv, ft 41 1, 

vaft 
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vaft number of his nation f . Notwithftanding which, they 
found means to fettle themfelves in the territories, and even 
in the court of the Moguls after Argun's death (P), by the 
next century. But as we read of neither academies nor, 
learned men amongft them, we may conclude that they were 
more intent on their worldly interoft. 

Jews It is probable likewife that they enjoyed the fame tranqui- 
feaceabb lity in the Grecian empire, during thefe two centuries ; at 
mder tie i ea ft we mect w i t h nothing to the contrary. And what con- 
O recks. £ rms ua t j iat they enjoyed there a full liberty of their reli- 
gion, is, that the Greek writers of thofe timesepndemned the 
violence which the Latins exercifed a^Uinffmero, in forcing 
them to be baptized, though themfelves were the moft for- 
ward to judaize 8 . Thefe reproaches were but too well found- 
ed, confidering ther cruel ufage which the Jews met with 
from the crufaders, both in the weft before they fet out, and 
thro* every place of the eaft, where they came to ; and that 
the pope and his clergy had revived feveral JewiJb cuftoms in 
the church, fuch as the eating of the pafchal lamb, unleavened 
l^ead, and foine others, which the reader#may fee in the au- 
thor quoted in the margin h . 

Sadjfatc It time now to take a view of the JewiJb ftate in the 
tntbe weftern parts, where we fliall^ncTthcm no lefs opprefled than 
tlve ^ % they were numerous and wealthy. For the latter feldom failed 
of exciting e jealoufy of the clergy, and of producing the 
former. Wc begpi with Spain, where they began to be per- 
fected from the very entrance of the 13th century, by the 
biftiop of ! Toledo J , who beheld their increafe in number and 

f Id ibid, s Grseci in Latinos ap. Coteler. Mon. Ecclef. 
(hccc.tom.iii. p. 99 — 501 — 504 — 506 — 515, h Basnag. pb. 
lup. lib. ix. c. 17.$ 15. 1 Mariana ub. fup. tom. v. p. 487. 

Ca&doso las expjlcntias, p. 373. 

(P) At lead we read in the to-pay homage to it (47). But 
lift* of Abu Zaid, who reigned at how they fared when the mo. 
the beginning of that century, gul’s monarchy came to be di- 
of a Jew v^ho appeared at his vided into fo many principali- 
court in great Bate and grandeur, tics, and torn with cruel wars* 
and attended by a numbed of can only be gueifed ; they ne- 
youn^ pages, upon one of whom ver being wanting to promote 
he leaned- A merry poet came their own interell by money, 
and kneeled be.'ore liim, and and other kind offices among 
told him, that he faw the re- the contenders, atod we do not 
mains of the houfc of Mefes hear of any «perfecutions raifed 
carried by angels, and was come againftthem. 

(4?) D'Htrhlct . Bill, Orient. 


wealth 
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wealth with a jealous eye, and ftirred up the populace againft 
them ; and putting himfelf at their head, went arid broke into 
their Jioufes and fynagogues, and plundered them (Q^). The A. C. 
crufaders, who were then preparing for their expedition into I20 9- 
the Holy Land k , and were foon after to have their rendezvous 
near that city, compleated what the prelate had begun, from 
# a notion they took, that the deftruftion of thofe enemies of 
Chrift , would undoubtedly obtain « blefling on their enter- I2I2 « 
prife ; and accordingly made fuch havock amongft them, that 
Abravanel looks upon this perfecution as one of the#four fe- 
vered ones thaj^jgtion had ever fuffered 1 ; infomuch, that he 
reckons that a greater%iumber of them went out of Spain, than 
that which Mofes brought out of Egypt . The Spanijb no- 
bility did indeed interpofe their authority to fupprefs the cru- 
elties exercifed againft them ; but king Rerdinand, who was 
then endeavouring to ingratiate himfelf with the zealots by the 
perfecution of the Albigenfes, and other heretics, encouraged 
the fame againft the Jews, as the worft of them all. It is, The main 
however, certain, that if the Jews will deal fmcerely, they caufeofit 
muft attribute all thefe difafters to their ftiameful remiffnefs, 
and open tranfgreffion of their law in feveral inftances, which 
they acknowlege to be of the higheft moment, and which the 
reader may fee in the margilb^). 

• They 


fc Mariana, tom. xi. c. 22. 

(QJ His pretence for this 
perfecution, which reached, 
however, no farther than their 
goods and liberty of confcience, 
was raifed by that prelate on 
account of their having former-, 
ly betrayed the city of I oledo to 
the Moors . But that this was a 
falfe accufation appears bo c th 
from the filence of all hiflorians 
of that time, and much more fo 
from the capitulation of the 
inhabitants, by which ihey were 
permitted either to leave the 
country, and take all their ef- 
fe&s with them, or to flay and 
have the free ufe of tlfeir reli- 
gion, on paying the fame taxes 
they had paid to the Goths . 

(R) It is plain that (in order 
to render thetnfelves lefs odious 
• • Set befitr 


p. 490. 1 In Ifaiam, cap. 46. 

to the Chriftians, on account of 
their fcrupulous observance of 
their Mijhnah, (which, as we 
formerly have had occafion to 
fhew, is with them of more than 
equal authority with the facred 
books) * they haddifpenfed with 
many things which are tliere 
flri&ly commanded; particu- 
larly with refpedt to the tephi- 
lim, or phila&eries, which they 
are bound to wear on their heads 
and hands ; and • concerning 
the wearing, fhape, and mate- 
rials of them, there were up lefs 
than eight decifions given to. 
them, they word it, from 
Mount Sinai , among which that 
of their being of a /quart fortn % , 
and /own with dried nerves . was 
eileemed very conftderable. 

p. 134 ,/ub. 9 *. 
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$ 02 

Actufedof 
crucifying 
a youth, 

A. C. 
1250. 


Penna- 
forte 
Jirives to 
convert 
them. 


Hiftory of tht B.XVl. 

They were lince accufed of an enormous crimfe, viz. of 
having ftolen a young choirifter of the cathedral of Saragojfa, 
named Dominick , and having crucified him. The difcovery is, 
by the legendaries of thofc times, afcribed to a miraculous light 
obferved on the grave in which they had laid him, by the lea 
fide ; upon which he was taken up and fainted, and placed 
in that cathedral church m . The fact is backed with feveral 
other circumftances, almoft as furprifing n ; but yet juftly re- 
jefted as fabulous, • by all but credulous bigots. However, 
we do not find that it produced any perfect! tion; which is 
ftrange,*if they really had been guilty of it ; tho* it ferved to 
render them odious, and expofe them |o ttortfiuilts of the po- 
pulace ; which fo intimidated them, that it helped to forward 
their converfion, which was then carrying on with great zeal 
and fuccefs, if thofc authors may be credited. Among thofe 
that were mod zealous for this blcflcd work, was rfic learned 
Raymond Pcnncfortc , general of the Dominicans, who was 
then in high elteem with James I. king of Arragon , and his 
confefibr, as well as minifter with the pope. He had already, 
by his credit and addrefs, fupprtlfed the violence of the po- 
pulace againll them, and perfuaded that prince, that the moft 

m Bezovius annal.ad an. 125 a/r V ! s\tnt Blasco perifte- 
phan. Arragon, lib. iv. fol. 72.* Tamaio Salazar Martyr Hifp. 
p. 625, & feq. *Fascicul. temp, in Hid Germ. tom. iii. fol. 18. 
Wxllelm. Monach. Veter. Aivi. Analeft. & al. 


And yet they had be^n fo remifs 
in this and other particulars, 
both in Spain and Portugal , that 
their German brethren, always 
more fcrupulous about thefe 
matters, were highly offended 
at \\ ; infomuch, that R, Baruc 
came on pnrpofc from Germany, 
about the beginning of the 1 3 th 
century, to upbraid them with 
their shameful remiifnefs and 
novelties. The fmall fuccefs he 
met with there, made him foon 
leave them, and pafs from Spain 
into Gandia, and thence into Ju- 
dea (48). 

But another and more fcan- 
dalous abufe had by that time 
been introduced among them, 

(4S) R. Ijjae JeGarmifj, an, 1236. 
75 A, 1210. «. 


•viz, their intermarrying with 
ftrangers ; and as thofe with 
Chriilians were fo feverely for- 
bidden, many of them made no 
fcruplc to marry Moorijh and 
• Saracen women; infomuch that 
the famed Mofes Cozzi, fo nam- 
ed from the town of Cozzo in 
the Milanefe , tho’ a native of 
Spain , and one of the moll learn- 
ed and zealous rabbies of that 
age, thundered out his anathe- 
ma's againft that practice with 
fuch vehemence, that he per- 
fuaded many of them to poc 
away their Grange wives. At 
that time the city of Toledo had 
no lefs than 12, 000 Jews fettled 
in it. • 

Bartohc . uh.Jup, tern, i. p. 695. V.f% 
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gentle were the moft effettual means of converting them °. 

Upon which fevcral perfons were pitched upon to learn the 
Hebrew and Arabic tongues, in order to fit themfelves to dif- 
puteVith and convince them of their errors by folid argu- l2 $5’ 
ments (S). Thefe did accordingly ply their ftudy of thofe 
tongues, and of the facred books fo clofely, that they eafily 
difeovered the errors and fables of the rabbies, and were able 
to beat them at their own weapons* Among other produc- 
tions brought forth againft them, one was the Pugio Fidci , R. Mar- 
attributed by fome to our Dominican above-mentioned, tho’ tino’s Pu- 
it did not appea r till three years after his death, and was g 10 Fidei. 
written by iuiotflSftnqiik of that order, named Raymond Mar- 
tini, and only encouraged and promoted by Pennaforte (T). 

About 

• Anonym, in Vit. R. Penneforte. 


(S) We are told, however, 
that he fucceeded better againft 
the Moors , of whom he is faid 
to have converted above 1 0,000 ; 
whilft th ejews contented Chem- 
felves with expreffing a great 
regard for him, on account of 
his Angular moderation, with- 
out betraying any inclination to 
turn Chriftians, tho' the king 
had publifhed fome cdi&s againft 
them, which if not quite fo 
bloody and fevere as others 
have been, yet deprived the re- 
cufants of their ancient liberty. # 
Pennaforte hath not only been 
highly cried up for his zeal, 
but hath been likewife cano- 
nized for his miracles, one 6 f 
which their legend tells us was, 
that not being longer able to 
bear the corruption of the Spa - 
nijb court, he crofted the fea 
upon his clock, whilft his ftaff 
ferved him for a rudder f . 

, (T) Some have affirmed that 
he was originally a Jew, and 
after his converfion entered in- 
to that order, wherein he made 
fr great a figure for his learning, 


that he was chofen to hold that 
famed conference with R . Nach - 
tnanides , before king Ferdinand, 
which we mentioned under his 
name, and wherein they add he 
Jiad fo much the fuperiority, 
that he not onfy filenced that 
learned Jew, but obliged him, 
thro 1 fhame of his defeat, to re- 
tire into Judea, as we there 
hinted. Etat in this they have 
done Martini more honour than 
he defer ved, feeing he was not 
the perfon that held the difpute, 
in which he faid but little, but 
another of his order named 
Paul ; and is the only peffon 
mentioned in that king's edi&, 
and was accordingly cited as 
fuch at another difpute held be* 
fore pope Bencdifllll . 

However, with rqfpeft to the 
conference above - mentioned, 
each fide fung *vifioria. faul 
obtained an edidl from that mo- 
narch, enjoining the Jews to 
open the gates of their houfes 
and fynagogues to him, and to 
fumifh him with all their He- 
brew books whenever he came 


■J- Anonym, in Ftnefirt . apud Bjfrt. t. ix. c, 17. § 7. 


to 
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lphonfb A^out the fame time Alphonfo X. king of Caftlk, ajid a 
X. encou- celebrated aftronomer, being then about compiling thofe tables 
rages the which have fince gone by his name, gave no fmall encourftge- 
J^C meat to *ke Cabbies ; many of whom he found Well 

* „ verfedinthat fcience, and who by that means calily infinu- 
ated themfelves into his favour; Among them Judah de Toledo 
tranflared by his order the agronomical works of Avicenna % 
and improved them by a pew divilion of the ftars, which he di- 


to difpute with them (49). On 
the other hand, our JewiJh doc- 
tor (50), who publifried an ac- 
count of that conference, pre- 
tends that the king was fo well Sa- 
tisfied with their rabltf's cor.duft, 
that he gave him 30O crowns 
to defray his charges. He hath 
been fince cried up and quoted 
bythofeofhis nation, as a learn- 
ed defender of the JewiJh reli- 
gion, and affirmed to have lived 
m great elteem at Jerufalcm y and 
to have retired thicker, merely 
on a religious account; tho’ it 
appears plainly enough, evert 
from their very account, that he 
made but a poor anfwer to his 
antagonift, about the time of the 
Meliiah’s coming, ;fnd that the 
only advantage he had againft 
him, was owing to the abfurd 
manner which that monk took 
to prove theTiinity of perfons 
againft him. 

iThcre is indeed fome reafon 
to fufpe&this relation, from fe- 
veral circumflances, to have 
been written, not by that rabbi, 
but by fome German Jew fome 
time after, <there being feveral 
German idioms in it, which fhew 
it ctpild not be written by a na- 
tive of Gtronna, And even this 
conference made fo Ijttle noife, 
that the pope above-mentioned, 


who was a native of Arragon> 
had he^rd mdflfihg.of it, tho’ the 
Jeus reprefented it as fo much 
in their favour, that he blamed 
the king for having permitted, 
and friar Paul for having held 
it. As to the Pvgio bidet y it 
hath been much cried up fince 
it tii ll appeared, as the beft thing 
written againft the Jews ; but 
that was qot till the laft centu- 
ry, it having lain dormant till 
then (1). We (hall not take 
upon us to pafs a judgment on 
"that work, from which Porehe- 
to , Galatino , N. de Lyra, Finns 
Ricci, Jerom de St. Fido , and 
Others among the Roman Catho- 
lics, and Du PleJJis de Mornay 
among the Proteftants, have 
drawn mod of their JewiJh 
learning, but in which there are 
feveral arguments againft the 
Jews very jejune and incOnclu- 
five. As for the author, he was fo 
well Verfed in the Hebrew and 
the JewiJh books, that it hath 
given occafion to feveral learn- 
ed men to think that he was a 
' convert from the fynagogue ; 
tho’ if he had been fo, it is not 
likely that his JewiJh antagonift 
Nachmanides , above mentioned , 
would have forborn upbraiding 
him with it, in the relation he 
gave of their conference. 


C'dcx leg . attij. ep t Lirtdembrok, fol. 235, "(50) DMp . Nacbmanid. 

op. W'lger.fnl. ttla ignea, Satan*, tom. ii. p. 24, & Jtq. ( 1 J Joafrag. ub, fup* 
*•!;•§ 9 * &J*f» 
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C. t. liifperfm of the Jews. 305 

vided into forty-eight conftellations P. The mod confiderable Some of 
of th t Jews, Who aflifted that prince in the compiling of them great 
his tables, were Aben Ragbel, and Alquibit: de Toledo, whom M fir OHO- 
he ftlled his matters, Jben Mufio , and Mahomaddc Sevi/lia, ™ rSt 
Jofeph Ben Hali , and Jacob Abvena of Cordoua (U). He like- 
wife made ufe of them in fome other cafes, which the reader 
will fee in the laft note ; and proved fo generous a patron to 
them, that it excited the jealoufy of, the zealots, and put them 
upon hatching new plots and accufations againft them. For 
It was probably about this time that three villainy of the 
city of Orfana in Andalufia, threw a dead corpfe into the 
houfe of a Jew, mid ycufed him of having murdered him : 
upon which the populace rofc up and maffacred a great num- . 

ber of them, whilft .others went and took fanftuary in tne ^Orfana- 
houfes of fome Chriftians of their acquaintance. It was then 
the Paflover, and they finding nothing there but levened 
bread, which is forbidden during ttfat whole folemnity f, 
many of them were like to have been ftarved, they chufing 
rather to faft than to break the law* 1 . The inhabitants of 


• • 

P HictJERA,Hiftor. Toletan. lib. xxi. c. 8. MS. & lib. xxii. 
c. 12, hoc vid. Anc. Hift. vol. iii, p. 24. * Sol om. Bek 

^Virc. p. 78 ad 92. 


(U) Befides thofe above- 
named, Alpbonfo fent for about 
50 more learned men from GeJ- 
cony, Paris , and other places, 
to tranflate the tables o I Ptolemy, 
and to compile a more correct 
fett of them. All thefe great 
men were lodged in a palace 
near Toledo , which they made 
their obfervatory. The king 
himfelfprefided over them; and 
in his abfencc, Abcn Ragbel and 
Alquibitz. They continued 
making their obfervations from 
an. 1258 to 1262(2', and when 
their work was 'finiftied they 
werediftnifled with thcgreatefl 
tokens of his’ royal munifi- 
cence. 

He caufed likewife a treatife 
to be publifhed «by them, Enti- 
tled Lihro de las Ar mill as, or a 


treatife on circles, the manu- 
feript of which is Hill preferved 
at Seuil. Unmade ufe likewife 
of fome of the mod famed 
allronomers, among which were 
fome Jciujb rabbie* ofthefnfl 
clafs, It was finilhed in the 
25 th year of his reign, an . 
M276. 

About the fame time flourish- 
ed, in the kingdom of Granada , 
Mojcs Ben Ti bbon, whe/tran Hat- 
ed Eui lids Elements. A Jt'wijb 
writer (3) makes him to have 
been a profeffov at Montpelier 
v/hen he wrote it ; tTiat is, ac- 
cording to him, an. • 3 30 ; tho’ 
it is plain he lived in Spain in 
the reign of king Aipbonjo, that 
great cncdurager of learned 
men of all religions, about A* 
C. 1270(4). - 


, ( Id. ibid* (3) R. Gb'ial. Shaljbtl. llokkabth ( Gjntz 
jin.fext. mlhor. 30. feu Clnjit. 1270. • 
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At Palma. Palma likewife fell foul and killed many of them ; upon which 
they fent to defire their brethren to fend a deputation to 
court, to obtain the fuppreflion of a maflfacre which was like to 
prove a general one. But the deputies were fo clofely, pur- 
sued by their enemies, that they were forced to quit the high- 
way, and lhelter themfelves in a wood, to avoid being mur- 
dered by the way ; by which means thefe laft were got to the 
court, and had laid their accufation, before they could reach it. 
Jofeph, who was at the head of the deputation, and chief of 
the JewiJh council, however, pleaded his caufe fo well, that 
he was tidmired by all the court, and the Jewifb nation ab- 
A (.quitted folved from the pretended murder. But ticking took occu- 
py the fion from thence to charge them witll feveral dther abufes, 
4 by which they made themfelves juftly odious to the Chrif- 

tians (W). Their accufers ftill ill lifted that the Jew fhould 
be put to the tort re, to know whether he had committed 
the murder ; but he efcaped that punifliment, by c.uifing the 
tomb to be opened, out of whi.h the body had been 
taken, and flung into that home r 
Among thofe learned Jews, that flourilhcd in the reign 
©f king Alphonfo , was the famed Mithridos , as he is called 
by GantZy though he was the fon of Theodore y prince of the 
Levites at Burgos . There wn$ at the fame time another 
Meir at Narhonna , with wham' he is often confounded, who 
was likewife & great do<ftor, and had, like him, a great num- 
Laved ly ber of difciplcs (X). The king of Arragon y James I. tho’ a 
• devout 

c 

r Solom. Ben Virc. ibid. 


(W) Thefe were their griev- 
ous extortions, and exccflive 
tifury, the richnefs and finery’ 
of* their drefs, the ftate and 
grandeur with which they ap- 
peared in the llreets. He afked 
thenUikcwife, why they learned 
to fing, when they fhould rather 
mourn ? ^hy they taught their 
children to fence and fight, fince 
they did not go to the wars ? 
fir you will needs follow 
fomeofthe ill cuftoms of my 
fubje&s, faid he to* them, why 
do ye not alfo imitate their 
good ones, their peaceable- 
nefs,modefty,(5ff. I do not 
“ fpcak thefe things out of any 


u hatred to you : for why 
“ Ihould I hate a people whom 
“ God loves? Neither do I 
“ pretend to difpute with you, 
" I know that you have al- 
“ ways fome vain excufes and 
“ pretences ready dt hand; on- 
“ ly make a right ufe of what 
“ I have faid to you.” 

(X) This of Toledo was a 
great cabbalifr, and wrote a 
treatife which he intitled 

EMsfouB b, Liphne XJlepba - 
nim\ - which may be properly 
rendered nyithin and without, on 
this and that fide, or before and 
behind'y to (hew that he was maf- 


ter 



G i. Difptrfan of the Jews.’ 307 

devout man, was fo far from following the reigning zeal &i*g 
againft the Jews , that he is affirmed to have called them to James of 
his affiftance, to have learned moral lefTons from them, and Arr agon^ 
cveir to have borrowed fome of their prayer-books, and ufed 
them in his private devotions (Y). So that though they were 1 2 
hated by the populace, and the ignorant among the cleigy, 
the great and the learned not only protected, but admired and 
encouraged them. However, thjs happinefs was clouded 
again, by feveral accidents and misfortunes which befel them 
fome time before theclofe of the 13 th, and the beginning of 
the 14th century. 

The firf^ $as^*ca£oned by two impoftors, who went hand Jews in 
in hand in a deiign to impofe upon all the fynagogues of de- 
Spain* The principal of th^m, named Zackariah, did not Ctl ' v [ a b 
indeed fet up for theMeiliah, but pretended he had found our, af * r u \ 
by his (kill in the prophets (Z), rhe time of his appearing, * ‘ j 

which he told them was juft at hantl. lie named the very * 


ter of ei r ery branch of the mod 
fubtle cabbalah, and had ftudied 
'ind tnrned it over on every fide. 
He likewife wrote a volume of 
letters againft R. R. Nacbmanides 
and Maimonides ; and had a num- 
ber of difciples who became the 
glory of the Je^viJb nation (5). 

(Y) Rabbi Jonah , who flou- 
riffied under that prince, wrote 
a letter to another of the fame 
name, at Gironna t to defire his 
advice in what manner he 
fhould beft comply with his 
majefty’s defire, who had cn- , 
joined him to compile a trea- 
tife on piety and the duties of 
religion : and it is to him, and 
not to his correfpondent, that 
the treatife on the fear of God, 
which hath been tranftated into 
feveral languages, ought in all 
likelihood to be aferibed. 

It mull be owned, that fome 
of the JpwiJb offices are inimi- 
tably fine and feraphic, and 
the prayers conceived in the 
mod elevated and extatic drains. 
That in particular Vhich they 


ufeon expiation day, is a maf- 
tcr- piece of the moft affe&ing 
devotion, and fuch as the mdit 
pious Chriftians might ufe to 
advantage. No wonder then, 
#if in an age in which the clergy 
rather applied • themfelves to 
controverfy than devotion, fuch 
a pious ny)narch (hould cx- 
preis a defire after the JwiJb 
prayer- bodks. 

(Z) We have f ormerly taken 
notice of a fuperftitious belief 
of the Je ■7w, that if any man 
could attain to the true pro- 
nunciation of the Hebrew 
name of God, he would be 
able to work the grcatcft mi- 
racles, and dive into the deep- 
eft counfels of God +. This fel- 
low not only pretended to have 
found it out, but* inftead of 
congealing it, as had been done 
till then, publifficd and 9 dif- 
perfed it among all the JewiJh 
fynagogugs of Spain ; and it 
was by that means that he fo 
eafily gained credit with them. 


(5) Bartofoc . tom. iv. p. lS. #V, r Bib'. I'ebr, K, J3S0. p, 74.8. (+) * r *fl 

Jne. HJI . vol. iii. p. 356, /# 4 not, (T). 

X 2 day. 
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day, and the Jews, who hud prepared thcmfelves by fafting 
and aims, went on that day to the fynagogues cloathed in 
white, and in high expectation of him. A Jew, who iince , 
turned monk, and wrote agai lift his nation, an. 1458, adds, 
that they were greatly furprifed to find not only their gar- 
ments all covered with red erodes, but likewifethe linen they 
had in their houfes \ It is indeed more likely, that the only 
crofs was the lhame of b f eing deceived, and expofed to the 
laughter and infults of the-Chriflians. They were deceived 
By a rab - in a different way, about thirty years after, by a poor rabbi, 
hi, A. C. named Mofes dc Leon ; who, not being able to maintain his 
1290. numerous family by the finall income <jf Ks*fyftagogue, took 
it into his head to fell complete copies of the book Zohar , 
which till then could only be had by piece-meal 1 ; and 
which he had flip plied out of his own head. At length, 
the learned found a fufficient difference between the old and 
the new, to convince them of the cheat : and this was a new 
fubjeft of fliamc and infult, not only on the rabbi, but on 
the nation. 

Irruption < But ^ 1C mo ^ dreadful of all their difafters was that which 
cfthejbcp- happened to them about the beginning of the fourtCwiith cen- 
kerds, tury, and was occafioned by the irruption of a band of en- 
A. C. thufiaftick fliephcrds, who pretended to work miracles ; and, 
*3 20 * being fwelled.into a numeroTis army, carried fire and fword 
into many provinces, and were not fupprdfed till after a 
dreadful effufion of blood (A). The Jews in particular bore 

their 


9 Ai.phonso de SriNA, Fortalit. Fidci, titul. iii. * Barto- 
loc, ub. fup. tom. iv. p. 82. 

?A) The origin of thefc (hep- . being hurried away by the 
heids is variouily related (0). ilreain, protected them, till they 
The T'tencb hillorians affirm, found chemiVlves obliged to de- 
that it began in France under the ftroy them, to avoid being plun- 
reign of Philip the / ong ; and dered by them. They ravaged 
that the pretence for their r ifj- f’everal of the foutiiern pro- 
ing was the conqueil of the I Jo- vinccs, broke open the prifon 
ly Land. They had adegmded doors, and lifted all the male- 
prieft and a runaway monk at fadtors they found into their fo- 
rhefr head, who, by their pre- cicty; by which means they had 
tended f.mdlity and miracles, fo nude themfclvec mailers of fe- 
tmpofed on the credulity of the veral Cities, and committed the 
common people, that they left vjleft outrages aod cruelties, but 
their flocks, firms, &V. to fol- more particularly agninft the 
low them; whilll the noblemen, Jtie j. To avoid which, a con- 

6' f j i. hit, ix, l. lw, lullcr, ih t'j c-‘dt 
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their lhare of the cruelties which thofe enthufiafts committed 
where'-ever they came ; which laid the foundation for a long 

train 


fidcrable number of them retir- 
ed into a cattle, under the pro- 
tection of the French king ; in 
which they were foon after 
clofely befieged by the fhep- 
herds, with a defign to deftroy 
them all. After a ttout and de- 
fperate defence, thd*befiegcd, 
finding the*r arms to fail, be- 
gan to fling their children over 
the wails, in hopes to move their 
compaflion, but in vain ; for the 
beficgvrs fet fire to the gates, 
and entered the place, where, 
to their great difappointment, 
they found nothing b-itthe car- 
cafles of the beliegtd, and fome 
children that had been left alive: 
for they had butchered one an- 
other, to prevent falling into'th^ 
hands of thofe mercilels barba- 
rians. 

The Jews indeed give us a 
different account of them, which 
they pretend to have taken out 
of fome Spanijh chronicle which 
they tranflated into Hebrew, 
and is as follows : A young Spa - 
nijh ihepherd, named Rear , was 
often vifited by a dove, which, 
as foon as he went to catch it, 
turned itfelf into a young man ; 
and, at length, ordered him to 
put himfelf at the head of the 
populace, and raife an army of 
them to drive the Saracens out 
of Spain ; and, to gain him the 
greater credit, had imprinted 
the figure of the crofs on on,e of 
his aims ; on which feme of the 
mott expert or credulous could 
read a promife of fuccefs. Roar 
foon faw himfclPat the head of 
an army of 300,000 men, which 
was deligned againft the Sara- 


cens ; but, the fear he conceived 
of being defeated by a nation 
fo well inured in war, made 
him alter his rcfolution, and 
turn his whole force againft the 
'Jews. • 

A fierce quarrel which hap- 
pened foon after, between a 
Jew and one of his (hepherds, 
determined him wholly to it; 
and hi% whole army having 
taken fire at the pretended in- 
fult,* fell a plundering of their 
fynagogues. The Jew was not 
only killed upon the fpot, but 
his death was followed by the 
maflacre of all of that nation 
who were found in that neigh- 
bourhood. They pafled thence 
into Navarre, where they found 
them more* numerous, and 
where they committed the 
greateft cruelties againft them. 
Six thoufifhd of them were but- 
chered it» the Angle town of Ef- 
tella ; none efcaped but fuch as 
could retreat into fome of the 
fortified cattles belonging to the 
nobility. Only R. Menahem , 
then a youth, but fince a learn- 
ed chief of the fynagogue of 
Toledo, found means to fave his 
life by the help of a young fol- 
dier, who, being moved with 
the groans which he uttered for 
the lofs of his father, mother, 
and four brothers, who had all 
bSen butchered juft before, and 
were left naked and Covered 
with wounds on the floor, car- 
ried hffn into his own houfe, 
and got him cured of his 
hurts. 

The (hepherds pafled thence, 
fome into Languedoc, Provence , 

X 3 and 
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• train of misfortunes, which attended them during the re- 
mainder .of this century. Happy were they that could fave 
their lives at the expence of their religion and wealth ; but 
thoie that refufed to do fo were inhumanly butchered every- 
\v here, as we have feen in the laft note. The peftilence, 
which fpread itfelf from the fliepherds army to the neigh- 
bouring countries, proved alfo the fource of new difafters to 
the Jews, who were accufed of having bribed the peafants of 
Mtfuni to poifon the waters of the river, and having furnifhed 
them with the poifon ; upon which vail numbers were clapt in 
piifon, and informations were lodged againil theip. They did 
indeed clear themfelvesof that imputatiorfcifiier along imprifon- 
ment ; but the king, who had no mind to condemn the injtrftice 
which he had done to them in detaining fuch great numbers fo 
long a time in gaol, pretended that he had only done it with a 
view of converting them j and, upon their refufal oi baptifm, 
earned 1 5000 to be burnt alive u . 

si L P H 0 N S G XL their fi iend and protector, who was 
wholly guided by one Jofeph a Jew of Aftigi, then in- 
trant of his finances, was ncvcithdefe prevailed upon by 
his mutinous fubiects to iflue out an edi <51 againll them, oil 
account ot an indignity, pretended to have been committed 
by a Jev'iJb boy, to the facrair^nt? a*, it was carried through 
the ilreers. Aifd the complaints ot the zealots againll them 
were grown to fuch a height, that a council was called on 
that very night, to deliberate whether they (hould be mafla- 
crcd or banhhed , aryL rite latter being preferred, they were 
oidered to depart the Kingdom in three months. Happily for 
them, the prince royal obtained a reviling of the piocefs ; by % 
which ir was found that ii was a young Chriflian, whofe curi- 
ofity had brought him to the window to fee the proceffion, and 

u &olom Ben VjiRc. p. 181, & feq. Vid. & Basnag. 1 . ix. 
c. 18. 5. 8. 

and ether parts of France ; wliilft ragon and France, with the nobi- 
oihers fpread themfelves farther lity and choiceit of their troops, 
through Spain, and ravaged and marched at length againil them, 
plundered whtfie-ever they came, and fo cl6fely befet them, that 
Chriilians as well as Jews ; hut one part of them perilhed by the 
the latter were every- where more fword, and the other by a pef- 
cruclly ufed. The pope, then tilence which raged among them, 
at Avignon, thundered an vain Thus endfed that dreadful inun- 
his excommunication againft dation after having eaufed a pro- 
them ; and the princes in both digious effufion of blood, and 
kingdoms tried m vain to fup- an infinite variety of other difaf. 

prefs them. The kings of Ar- ters (7). 

• 

(7) Fid Bjfnagi ub.fup, c. |8, fef ft/. Sehn. But Virg. f. 18 x, feq, 

bad 
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had by chance overturned a pot of water upon the chalice ; Recalled. 
upon which the king recalled his editt (B), to the great mor- 
tification of the zealots, who gave out that the young Chrif- 
tian had been bribed to make that friendly depofition in fa- 
vour of the Jcvjs w . This did not hinder them however 
from carrying on their refcntment againft them in another 
town, where they maflacred fome of them under the famo 
pretence ; and might, in all likelihood, have gone a much 
greater length, had not the king caufed ten of the mutinous 
ringleaders to be hanged. • 

They had fcarcely efcaped this danger, before they found Jews maf* 
themfelves •involve3 Ih a more dreadful one, from a frefh in -facred at 
furrettion made againft them at Toledo ; in which they be- Toledo, 
haved in fuch a defperate manner, as can hardly be read 
without horror. R. AJhcr had fome tin?e before fled thither Their de- 
from his own native place of Nothcgiburgh, with eight fons 
one of whom, perceiving the zealots breaking into the honfe 
with an intent to maflacre them all, was feized with fuch fury 1 343* 
and defpair, that he killed all his relations who had taken (bel- 
ter in his houfe, together with his own wife, and that of his 

w Solom. Ben Virc. p. 181, & feq. Mariana, hift. Hifp. 
tom. ii. lib. 15. p. 38 . * # 

(B) The king had, we are kingdom ; but that his fon, 
told, dreamed, that he faw fome pointed ouj by the young lion, 
wolves aflembled to demand of would difluade him from fuch 
a (hepherd to murder his flock, an unjuff proceeding ; which 
to make them reparation for the was aftually verified by the 
damages they had ftiilained from event ( 8 ). Whether the dream 
it ; and that the frighted (hep- and interpretation were real, or 
herd was juft on the point of do # - a fiftion in favour of the Jews, 
ing of it, but was happily di- the whole (lory plainly Jhews 
verted from it by a young lion $ how powerful they were then 
upon which the wolves came at that court. And it is not 
fome days after, deftroyed a unlikely, that the evidence of 
number of his iheep, and fled, the young Chriftian’s fpilling 
The dream feemed too Angular of the water upon the chalice 
and uniform not to have fome was trumped up by their friends 
momentous meaning ; and the to.fave them. For the Jews, 
interpretation, which a favou- whether young or old, were al- 
rite of that prince gave him, ways forward bnough to affront 
was, that his mutinoits fubje&s the Chfiftians, whenever they 
would one day demand of him thought they might do it with 
to banifh the Je*ivs out of his impunity. 


(8) Mariana, hift* Riff* lib* xv. page 38. Schm* Ben Virg , p. 184, 

X 4 brother 
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brother Jaacob (C) ; and laft of all difpatched himfelf, to pre- 
vent tailing into the hands of thofe butchers. Alphonfo XI. 
who was ftill alive, and a great friend to them, was forced 
to ft: (ter that fedition, which he found impoflible to fupprels. 
Kis fon and fucceffor Peter , furnamed the Cruel> who mounted 
Fidelity to the throne on the next year, being fome time after killed, at 
king Peter, the taking of Toledo by his natural brother Henry de Trifle* 
?nar f this laft went and .befieged Burgos , where the Jews 
had fortified themfelves in their quarter, and refufed to fur- 
render to him ; alleging, that Peter was their lawful king 
(not knowing of his death), and vowing, that they would 
fooner facrifice their lives than receive#^ other mafter than 
the true heir to the crown. This lingular inftance of loyalty 
fo affcfted Henry , that he granted them much better terms 
when they came ovf r to his fide *. 

Meir tor- Accordingly Trijlcmar y being come to the crown, 
turedfor made Don Meir his pftyfician : but dying fome time after, 
foi/omfjg not without fulpicion of having been poifoned, Meir was pat 
the king . to t j ie tortlire ^ an j confefled that he had killed the king r. 

Hut other Spanifh authors, fuch as Gufinan and Mariana , 
tliink that he was rather poifoned by a Moor , whom the king 
of Grenada had fent thither for that purpofe. Hut as his 
death was occafioncd by a wealtnef; in his nerves, there is 
no great probability that he $vas poifoned, especially by his 
ph)iician, to whom he had been fo good a friend, as well as 
to his nation z . Ifowcvci, that did not hinder the Jews from 
being hated and infulrcd on that account. They complain ac- 
cordingly, that, toVards the latter end of the fourteenth cen- 
tury, the monks, from a principle of zeal, declared them- 

x Cardoso, Las Excellentias, p 371. y Fortalit. Fid. 
8 Carpono, ub. fup. p. 373. • 

(C) This lad was not only a Some place this perfection 
vrrv learned, but a very gene- in -the year 1340. but others, 
rous dodor, who commonly more rightly, nine years after ; 
taught his difciples£rtf//j. He feeing, according to Gantz and 
wao the author of a famed trea- th cSha Jbeletb, Jaacob was ftill in 
tife, intituleS, Germany , an . 1340, and was 

A*hab 7 hurini, or the tour*or- then writing the book above* 
ders rows, alluding to thofe mentioned; which is a kind of 
jnentioned Exod . xxviii. 17, collediojiof civil and ecdefiaf- 
Jtq. ; and of fome otlfer works tical laws, out of the Gemarrab , 
wnich the reader may fee in the and other JewiJb Writings, 
authors quoted below (9). 

(0) Bartahe, 116 i fup, ub.fjp . N. ICJ3 • P 9 5 ^**’ 
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felves their irreconcileable enemies ; and had obtained, by the 
queen’s means, an edift for expelling them the kingdom ; 
but that princefs, being told that it was not right to root 
up a*vine that bare good fruit, fuffercd herfelf to be bought 
off by a fum of 50,000 crowns. 

They fuffered much more under the reign of Henry III. of p - , 

Caftile , when Martin , archdeacon of AJligi, went preaching ^ Henry 
through the ftreets of Seville and Cordova, and fo exafperated m. 
the people, that they mafTacred the Jews in both places. The A. C. 
fire fpread itfelf to Toledo , Valencia , and Barcelona where 1394. 
they plundered fome, and murdered others ; whilft the moire 
artful ones, change eheir religion, to efcape their violence. 

The great and populous fynagogues of Seville and Cordova 
became, in fome meafurc, defert ; the young king ftill pur- 
fuing them. Thofe that retired into s / kidalafia 9 and other 
provinces, were murdered by the inhabitants 4 (D). His fon 
John proved no lefs cruel to them ; idfomuch that thofe who 
hatl concealed themfelves under his father’s reign, perifhed 
under his, being deprived even of the neceffaries of life, and 
obliged to wear a rqd mark of diftinttion, by which they were 
eafily known. Thofe of Arragon did not fare much better In Am- 
than thefe of Cajlile , that kingdom being torn by inteftinegon. 
wars, which could not be maintained without heavy taxes ; 
with which the Jews were not # only the hea\ i*fl loaded, but 
expofed to continual vexations and profccutions, which re- 
duced them to the loweft degree of mifer^ b . All this did i ear9te j 
. not prevent their having leveral learned men during this cen- 
tury ; the moll eminent of whom the reacler will find in the 
margin (E). But it is now time to fee how they fared in 
other parts of Europe during thefe two centuries. 

TRANCE 


a Solom. Ben Viro. Mariana, Bzov. Sc al. b M’ari- 
an. ub. (up. tom. i. p. 134. 


(D) Solomon Ben Virga places 
this persecution in the year of 
the world 5130, anfwering to 
that of Chrift'i 390. Spondanus 
in 1391* and Mariana , an . 
1392. But as Henry III. did not 
come to the crown till an. 1 393, 
Bzovius hath^ rightly placed it 
in the year 13*94 (10). 

(E) We may pface at their 


head the famed Jfaac Sciprut 9 
or rather Sprott , one of the bit- 
tereft enemies and ^violent wri- 
ters again!! the Chriflians. Au- 
thors arc not indeed agreed 
about the time in which he flou* 
riihed, though they all place 
him in the fourteenth century : 
fome an. 1 374, and others 1 390. 
But Bartolocci tells us, he had 


(To) £%<>!/, Ann , pub an. 1394. B a J na 8 f >x. r 18. 13, 

feen 
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Jews per- FRANC E was not more favourable to them.' We faw 
jttutid in theni in the twelfth century banifhed and recalled by king 

Philip ; 

feen a manufeript of his work lived in this century. However 
againd the Chriftian religion ; that be, Shem Fob publimed an- 
at the beginning and end of other treatife on Paradife, in 
which it was faid to have been which he endeavours to (hew. 
compiled at T uriajfo, a city of that mod of the dories in the 
ancient Cajlile, an. 1340, which the thalmnd ought to be un- 
was theyery year, wherein, as derdood allegorically (14). 
we lately took notice, R. Jaaeob We mud here take notice, 
Ben Ajber was writing his Arbab that thfrellave been feveral rab- 
‘Jburitn (1 1). bies of his name ; particularly 

Hi) fon, Shew Fob f or good Shem c Ccb of Leon % who wrote a 
name, inherited all ^is fathers treatife againd the Eucharid, in 
hatred againd the Chrillians. order to reduce a young Jew, 
He flourilhed, an. 137$, and who was retired to Avignon 
tranflated St. Matthew s gofpel where the popn then refided. 
into Hebrew, ar.d gave it the He wrote likewife his DtretGa- 
title of pin Eben Bcchen , dal Emunah , or highway to truth, 
or the louchllone, probably to in which he pretendrJ to prove 
render it more contemptible to the truth of the JtwiJh religion 
his nation; the gofpels being by philofophical demondrations, 
elleeined by Chridians, the There was a third of that name, 
touchltone or rule of their faith* the fon of Jofeph Valkcra, who 
He wrote afterwards his dif- lived in the fifteenth centu- 
putes againd the Chriftian my f- ry ; he was not only 3, cele- 
tcrics ; to which h* added, the hrated preacher, and printed his 
contradictions of hi^antagonid, fermons on the Pentateuch, and 
mafter Alphonfo the apoftate. the great fedivals of the year, 
Who he means by him is feme- but was the author of a letter, 
what doubtful ; for AlpLnfo de or difpute, whether piety is to 
Spina, who wrote againfc the be preferred to the dudy of the 
Jews after he had turned L’hrif- • law, or this to that ; which let- 
tian.(i2), did not live till an. ter is held in great edeem. 

1458 ; by which time Shem Tab Another learned rabbi of this 
mud in all likelihood have been century, was Solomon Ren Cha- 
dead. Bartolocci mentions an- ^(15), who came from Con- 
other Alphonfo (13), who con* fiantinoplt to Burgos , that he 
futed all the objections againd might difplay the depths of the di- 
the. Chriftftn religion ; and vine law. For that was the ti- 
which Kimchi collected iit his tie of a book which he wrote 5 
book of the Wars of the lord ; and in which he explained the 
but it is uncertain whether he mod diykult texts 01 the Penta- 

(11) Bartol. tom. p. 927. Cortf. Wolf. Bibl. Rabbin. *N. 128:. ^.6 9^, 
& iV. 1023. p. 582. {12) Fortaht. fid. (1 3) Bartohcy ub. Jup. tom. iii. p. 927. 
Wolf, nb.fjp. (14) Bur tot, ub. fup. tom. i. p. 366. tom. iv. p. sc8. Wolf 
Bibl. Rabb. N- n<57> p • 1127, & ftp [13) Id, ibid, JV, 1976.^. 1054. 
Bartoltc, ub • ff, tem iv. p . y6. 
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Philip ; and they were no fopner fettled in it, than they re- France, 
fumed their old ufury and extortions \ by which they not only A. C. 
grew powerful and wealthy, but bought lands and eftates, 1218. 
and grew fo infolent and tyrannical, whilft the French nation 
became daily more and more impoveriftied, that the govern- 
ment was again obliged to make new laws to fupprefs the 
monftrous abufes which were daily committed by them (F). 

But, as thofe laws did not prove fufficient to put a Hop to 
that evil, St. Lewis , in the beginning of his reign, called a 
council at Mclun ; in which a new law was made, geprefly 
forbidding all his fubjefrs to borrow any money from the In Britta- 
Jews c . But the mflft remarkable of all was that which John ny, 
le Roux y duke of Britt any , publifhed againft them, in the. A. C. 

1239, 

c Vid. Decret. Philip August. de§Judeis, an. 1218. 
Spicii.ec. Dacherii, tom. vi. p. 471. Stabiliment. ap. Me- 
lcnd. Ibid. p. 473. B asnag. lib. ix c*20. §. 2. 

tcuch, and the Rabbinic glofles, gular contempt for all foreign 
which were either too metapho- learning. 

rical or hyperbolical*. Zcra - (F) That the reader may 

chiah the younger flourifhed guefs at the one by the other, 
about the fame time with Shim we have here fubjoined fome of 
Toh ( 16), and is therefore dif- t^ofe ordinances of the council : 
ferent from one of the fame as, lit. That it should not be 
name, who lived in the twelfth lawful for them to lend money 
century, and was a native of to monks or priefts, unlefs the 
Lunel in Languedoc , and hath latter had a jfermiflion in writ- 
been mentioned in his proper ing from thcmionaftery or chap- 
place. To thefe we may add, terthey belonged to; nor to take 
the two phyficians of the Cajti - in pledge any of the utenfils or 
ii an king, both men of note, ornaments of the church ; nor 
efpecially Mcir Alguadejh , who # the tools of any tradefman. A 
was alfo chief of all the fyna- trooper had liberty to pledge his 
gogues in Spain, He tranflated horfe ; but the artift, hufbafid- 
Ariftotles Ethics, and flourifhcd man, and labourer, were not 
till an. 140^ (17). Atthistimd al’owed to borrow any money 
Arijlotle s works were in fuch from them ; if they did, it was 
efteem among the rabbies, that to be loll to the Jn Nor - 

Shem T ob, another learned Jew, mandy , the. laws wcr$ ftill more 
inferted them in his treatife on fevere againft them ; where the 
the Excellence of the Law; lender was bound to fumpon 
Which is the more remarkable, . the borrower before the magif- 
becaufe, as we have frcc/uently trates, and thofe debts to bede- 
Jiinted in the Jevcijb hiftory, dared null that were not regif- 
they commonly exprefled a fin- tered before them (18). 

(16) WJf. vb fup. N . sSr, &/ef. p. 361. (17) LL Mi. N. 13^8. p, 44. 

(18) Pbii. Aug, De.rct.de judas , an, iu 3 , Spied. Pulerti, om vi. p. 

47 
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year 1239. They were then very numerous, and difperfed 
through that province, and every-where fuch great ufurers* 
that the people were almoft ruined by them ; upoi^ which 
the nobility and merchants joined in a complaint to the duke p 
who immediately fummoned all the flates of that duchy ; 
and in that: aflembly was puffed that law,, the fubftance of 
which the reader will find in the margin, and which was 
prefaced, among other* things, with thefe words ; “ At the 
“ requeft of the bifhops, abbots, barons, and vaflals of Brit- 
tl tany , all the Jews fhall be for ever banifhed from it (G). ,f 
Council of The famed council of Lions, which excommunicated the em- 
peror, parted a decree, enjoining, uneffir pain of fcxcommunica- 
tion, all the Chriftian princes, who had any Jews in their do- 
1 240. m i I1 ; oas> t0 oblige them to refund to the crufaders all the ufury 
they had got by lAiding to their fub jefts, under penalty of be- 
ing deprived of all t^e privileges of civil fociety. The Jews 
were likewife forbidden by it to demand any debts due from the 
crufaders till their return, or till an authentic certificate was 
OfY icn- received of their death d . The council of Vienna , held in the 
na, A. C.*fo me century, found itfelf obliged likewife to defend ihe Chrifti- 
1 267. ans againft the vexatious fuits, as well as extortions of the Jews. 
Notwithftanding all which decrees and precautions, the Jews 
(till found means to maintain them fe Ives ; infonmeh that in 
fome provinces of France , particularly in Languedoc , they 

d Ccvic. Lugd. can. xvn. tom. ii. p. 656. 

(G) It was farther enabled ceifors, for the time prefent and 
by it, ill. That all the debts to come, to maintain the fame 
dee to the Jews fhould be dif- law againft them inviolate; in 
charged; and that thofe who defaultof which the bifhops were 
had received any pledges from not only impowered to excom- 
them, fhould keep them. 2d. municate him, but to confifcate 
That all that fhould kill a Jew, all the lands he had in their re- 
lhould be deemed guiltlefs; and .fpedivediocefes, without regard 
a prohibition was made to the t > any privileges then annexed, 
judges to take cognizance of or hereafter to be annexed, to 
any fuch fa&s. 3d. That the them. 5th. Laflly, he declared, 
king of Prance fhould be defired that no vafTals of Britemy fhould 
to dp the fame in his dominions; be admitted to pay homage, till 
that is, to banifh them, to ftrip they had fworn before two bi- 
them of their property, and to /hops or barons to conform to 
permit his fubjefts* to butcher this law, and not to fuffer any 
them. 4th. The duke did then Jews to live in their territo- 
engage for himfclf, and his fuc- rics (19).“ 

(iq) D' Ar centre, Hijt . dt Butagn , lib, iv, c . 2J. 107. Vtd, & B of nag. 

ub. Ub' IX. c, IQ. IQ*. 
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had the privilege of being raifed to the magiftracy (H), and. Their prU 
in moft places of the kingdom, to have Chriftian flaves ; which w leges in 
was attended with very great inconveniences, and often with Languc- 
enorm©us abufes (1). doc fup- 

But the greateft perfecution that befel them, during this^J 7 ^’ 
interval, was that which was raifed againft them by th ePa- 
rifians, in" the reign of St. Lewis , on account, as was pre- L ew j s 
tended, of their facrificing fome Chriftian children on Good a. ^ 
Friday , and ufing their blood on their Paflover-folemnity ; 1236. 

and for which many of them were, cruelly butchered at that 
metropolis. It did not Hop there, but fpread itfelf ftito the 
provinces of Brie , JC^iraine, Anjou, Poitou , and Maine , 
where above # 250o, who refufed to turn Chriftians, were put 
to the moft torturing deaths ; and would, in all likelihood, 
hatfe gone much farther, had not the pope interpofed, and 
fent a letter to defire that monarch to let tnem have liberty of 
confcience e . But though this put a itop to their mifery at 
prefent, it did not prevent their fuffering greatly under the 
crufade of (hepherds, which was raifed during his imprifon- 
ment in the Holy Land, in order to go thither to releafe him ; 
and which was carried on with the fame enthufiaftic fury a6 
that which we have mentioned in fpeaking of Spain, and 
which happened in the fubfequent century. The head of 

4 

c Innocent III. epift. 155. • 


(H) The city of Montpelier 
in particular had been frequent- 
ly in danger of feeing a Jew at 
the head of the magiftracy : 
upon which account, William 
IV. lord of it, found himfclf ob- 
liged to forbid it by his 1 aft will,* 
as his grand father had done about 
fifty years before. Neverthclefs, 
to difeharge his confcience, he 
bequeathed a confiderable fum 
to one Bonet a Jew, from whom 
he had received lingular fa- 
vours (20). This (hews in what 
credit they were ftill in thefe 
fouthern parts. 

(I) The continuators of Baro- 
nius give an inftance or a young 
Chriftian woftian, who had been 


by her Je'imiJh matter infpired 
with fuch contempt of the Chrif- 
tian myfteries, that, having com- 
municated on Faftcr-day as ufu- 
al, (he conveyed the confecrated 
wafer to her matter in a hand- 
kerchief j and adds, that, upon 
clapping it into his purfa, in 
which were feven pieces of fil- 
ver, he found them all turned in- 
to wafers. It was well that his 
avarice did not provoke him to 
otter fome great indignity to 
thofe miraculous fyftibols; but he 
was ftruck with fuch a reverence 
for them, that he acknovfleged 
his crime, and deftred to become 
a Chriftitui (21). 


( zo) TrftjffMt GuiUelm. A'orfpd. Spirit, tom. ix. p. 14$, & 16 r. (21) 
Ann. pub 1 A.C \ 1213, N. 19. ponJan . fob «*/. an. jV, 2 $.p. $3, 
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that mobbifh army was an Hungarian named James, firft a 
Mohammedan , then a Ciftertian monk, and now a deferter 
from that order. He led them firft to Orleans,' where he 
maflacred all the priefts*and friars he could find; dience 
inarched to Bourges, where he caufed all the Jewifh books 
to be feized, in order to burn them ; and fo went on commit- 
ting the vileft diforders, till they were at length overpowered, 
and a great many of them put to death f . We are told of a 
conference which was hfeld on the year following, between 
R. Jechicl, a learned cabbaliftical Jew, and Nicholas Donim , 
a famed convert from Judaifm, before Queen Blanche, then 
regent of the kingdom, and a private encourager of this new 
crufade. The Chriftians and Jews give us different accounts 
of the fuccefs of it (K) ; but that St. Lewis was no friend to 
the Jews, plainly appears from the edift, which he fent whilft 
under his confinement* to have them banifhed out of France, 
which his queen regacit punctually executed, and died on 
the year following g . The Jews however pretend, that it 
was the king himfelf that banifhed them after his return. 

They were recalled in the next reign by Philip the Bold, a 
prince of a fweet difpofition, who was moreover induced to 
it from their known alefulnefs in promoting trade, making 


f Vid. geft. S. Ludovic. pertGuii Lt lp4. de Nanciaco, Hift. 
Franc, feript. *tom. v. p. 359. Matth. Paris, Hift. Angl. 
Henr. III. p. 530. Solom. Ben Virg. p. 417. * M. Paris, 

ibid. p. 576. Ben Vjrg. ibid. & feq. 

- (K) The Jews, who make fuch as reigned at this time 
him a great favourite of St.Lew- among Chriftians as well as 
is, and his prime minifter, give Jews, for pilgrimages thither, 
him by far the victory m this and not his defeat, was the mo- 
conference. But, whatever may tive that fent him thither, 
hav© been the fuccefs of it, it However, one may guefs 
is abfurd to fuppofe him to have how numerous the Jews were 
been railed to that height of then in France, fince their ba- 
power by a prince that was fo niftunent did fo depopulate the 
great an enemy to his nation, country, that they were obliged 
The French authors, on the con- to fend for artifts, workmen, 
trary, pret&id, that he was fo &c. to fupply their place ; and, 
overpowered by his antagowift, at length, to permit fuch Jews 
that he had not a word more to as would turn merchants of 
fay ; and, through fhame of his tradefmen to flay. And we 
defeat, left that kingdom, and read moreover of a city near 
retired into the Holy Land ; tho’ Paris which was culled the Jew- 
it may as well be that devotion, ijk city (22). 

( 22) De hue vid, Bafuog, ttb. fup, c, xx. §. I©. 
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money circulate, and thereby improving his finances which 
were almoft exhaufted. This recall admits of no contradic- 
tion, nor their becoming powerful* and wealthy under his 
reign^ fince they were afterwards wholly banifhed in great 
numbers by Philip the Fair, as will be feen in its proper place. 

Towards the latter end of this thirteenth century flourilhed 
the famed rabbi Levi Ben Gerjhom , and grandfon, by a daugh- Levi Ben 
ter, of R . Nachmanides . He was born in Provence h , which Gerfoom, 
being then fubjett to i Spam, both French and Spaniards claim A * C- 
him as their countryman (L). Gafcony had likewife a great 1290- 
number of Jews, who had gained fuch an afcendant {Here, that ** 
complaint was madejo Edward I. then in pofleflion of it, by F .*j? n 7 L 
an Englijh ltnight, Tvftio, having mortgaged fome lands to 
one of them, and fummoned him before a judge, refufed to ^ q 
appear or releafe the mortgage. The king gave him fuch an 
anfwer as gave the Jew to underftand that he muft comply ; 
and that, though he had fuffered them to enjoy all the privi- 
leges which his father had granted to them, yet, if he found 
they had abufed them, he would himfelf be judge, and 
(hew, that he did not defign to give them the preference 
over the Chriftian?; upon which the Jew fubmitted to the 
law. But the king having foon after efcaped being killed by 
a clap of thunder which parted over his bed, and killed two 
of his officers in the fame changer, thereupon bani/hed them 
out of Gafcony, and all his other dominions in Prance K There 
had, by this time, crept fuch abominable abufes among the 
Chriftians, as well as the Jews, in all thofe Gallic parts (M), 

• that 


h Gantz Tzemach, p. 14$. Bart oloc, ub. lup. Wolf. 
ub. fup. N. 348. p. 7^6. 1 Walsincham, vit. Reg. Angl. 
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(L) He wrote a comment on 
the Pentateuch, which he finiOi- 
ed in the year 1330, wherein 
he affirmed that the angels 
there mentioned to have appear- 
ed to Abraham, Balaam , Es* r.were 
only vifions and dreams; and 
would never be prevailed on to 
admit of the different interpreta- 
tions of the thalmud concerning 
them. Eight years after, he pub- 
lilhed his comment on Samuel, 
and fome other wor£s, which the 
reader may fee in Eartolocci and 


Wolf above quoted ; and lived to 
fee the ruin of his &wn nation 
in France . 

(M) Among the former, there 
were many that had turned to 
the Je*wijk religion ; anti thefe 
were circumcifed in fome pecu- 
liar manner, by which, they 
might be known from the ori- 
ginal Jeyus. Others, judaized 
only in part, obferving the Sab- 
bath, going to their fynagogues, 
lighting of candles, and offer- 
ing their prayers and oblations 
• there ; 
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Great <*• that pope Nicholas IV. was obliged to fend orders to all his 
bufes a - inquifitors there to be more watchful over them both, and to 
mottgtbem. fapprefs all thofe fcandalous praflices ; which they did ac- 
cordingly with great exaftnefs as well as feverity. However, 
it is not unlikely, that our king Edward , being then on the 
point of going to the holy war, had, like the reft of the cru- 
faders, given into the notion, that the perfecution of thofe 
enemies to Chrift was the moft cffe&ual means of obtaining 
a blefling on that enterpfife. 

Banijbed His example was, not long after, followed by Philip the 
by Philip, Fair, \flho wholly b an i filed them out of his dominions (N) ; 

and 

*- • 

there ; though, in other cafes, of him, perceived it, and went 
they conformed to the eltablilh- and indided him for it. He was 
ed religion. The ftws, on the accordingly condemned ; all his 
other hand, not only had from efFc&s were confifcated, his 
thefc inftanccs been induilrious houfe demolifhed, and the 
in unhinging and perverting the church of St. Saviour built upon 
Chrillians, but m reclaiming that fpot. The reader is at li- 
the converts which thofe had b*rty to Relieve or rejefi this 
jfaade upon them ; infomuch. ftory ; but we (hall find in the 
that there was a new order of fequel, that very many of their 
RcjudaizerSy as they were called perfections and fufferings in 
by them, or Rclapfed, as thf thde late centuries were found- 
Chrillians ftilld them, who ed upon fuch abufes and mira- 
were readmitted into the fyna- culous difeoveries. 
gogue by walhings and other (N) The Jews have greatly 
ceremonies; and thofe common- exaggerated their fufferings, as 
ly went with their crSwns iliaved well as the number of the ba- 
like the monks (23). niflied, which they make to ex- 

Wcaictoldof another kind ceed that of the Jfraelites that 
of abufc under that pontif (24) : took pofieflion of Canaan under 
a woman, who had pledged her mjofiua (25) ; tho’ it is fcarcely 
beft^cloaths to a Jew, went to credible that ever they amouut- 
defire the ufe of them for the ed to half that number in all 
Rafter holidays; which he refu- France. Some authors attribute 
fed, unlcfs Ihe brought him a this perfecution / to much fuch 
eonfecrated wafer : this flic a miraculous difeovery of a wa- 
did 5 and, he having pierced it for pierced by a Jew* as we 
in feveral •places, and, per- mentioned in the lait note 5 and 
cciving it bleed abundantly, acid, that he was condemned to 
he fkmg it into boiling water, be burnt alive for it, bu{ faved 
Some Chrillians coming in at himfelf from the flames, by' 
that inllant, to borrow money holding 1 the thalmud in his 


{23) Vi 4 . B.ifnap. ub. fup. r. xr. ?o. Wolf. Brrtol , ub. [up. (24) Id. 
ibid. W glfingb , ub.Jup. A'uv-ier. Chon, pener. xliv. tom. ii. p. 875. Rafnafr. 
ub. [up. §. 15. (2 Carte, ub. [up. p. 143, Exaviui, Jub A. C. 1 jo6-, 
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and though feveral caufes ard affigned for their expulfion, A. C. 
•yet it is commonly allowed that he did that good deed from 1300* 
a bad principle, that is, in order to enrich himfelf by their 
plunder ; and facrificed the whole nation to his extreme ava- 
rice k . For he feized on all their wealth and effefts, and 
fuffered them to take only their cloaths, and as much money 
as would condutt them out of the kingdom : by which means 
great numbers pcriftied in the way, and the reft happily 
reached, Germany. And hence it is, that the generality of the 
German Jews look upon themlelves of French extraft fc Thofe 
only faved themfelves from banifhmenr, who embraced Chrif- 
tianity ; among whom^was the famed Nicholas de Lyra , who 
Wrote more learnedly and ftrongly againft the Jews than any 
did either before or firtce (O). But of thofe that were bap- 
tised, few were fo fincere, and many of tfiem relapfed, and 
(hewed their refentment by fpitting upon the images of the 
faints, and other fuch indignities ; and*one of them was burnt 
alive four years after this edidl 1 ; and yet the Jews pretend, 
that Philip died fuddeiily by a fall in hunting, as a punifti- 
ineat for this injuftice to them rrt ; which ismanifeftly falfe. 

k Contin. Chron. Guil. Nangis, fub. A. C. 1310. Da- 
Cher. Spicil. tom. xi. p. 637. ap. Bafnag. ub. fup. $. 6. 1 Con- 

tinual. Chronol. ub. fup. m Somom. BeU ViRG.jp. 149. 

hands (26). One of the conti- entered into the Francifcan or- 
tiuatoss of Baronius owns the mi- dcr, and wrote his treatife 
rade of the wafer, but fays, it againft thc^Jwjs ; and applied 
happened fixteen years earlier, his whole life in commencing 
and fo cOuld not be the caufe of and expounding the facrea 
their prefent banifliment ; which books, which he divided, as 
Platina attributes to their exer- the Jews and Proreftants do, 
tiling of the magic art (27). • into canonical and apocriphal. 

(O) There is feme contrcf- He fecms indeed to have been 
verfy about his native country, too fond of Ariftotie s philofo- 
as well as about his being a cotv phy, then in vOgue ; but, in the 
vert from Judai/m ; though with* main, he was ju i\\y efieemedi 
refped to the latter, his great one of the bell and moil ju- 
feill in the Hebrew and rabbinic dicious commentators of that 
learning, wjll not fuffer us to age. as may appear b*y the mon- 
doubt of his having been of kilh *verfe in praife of him ; 

Jewifh extract and education. Si Lyranus non hraffety 9 
However, after his converlion, Tot us mundus aberrajfet . 

lie ftudied fomc time in the uni- He died iif his convent of Vtr - 
Verfity of Pari 9 ; after which he neuil, an. 1 340 (28). 

Sport dan. Ann . Ectl. fub. A. C. 1306 . ( 27 ) In vit. Clement. ( 28 ) Vid% 
f *lf< ub. Jap. N. i6$7, p. 912. Bafnag . ub. fup , e. az» §. 5, S&c % 

Mo»-Hist. VOL.XIIl. 
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Resale l, They were however recalled eight years after, by his fue- 

A. C. ceflor Lewis, furuamed the Butin or Mu tin, in order to re- 
, 3 1 .4* plenifh his empty coffers, recover his finances, and make trade 
flourifh. He exa<fted alfo great fums of them for their liberty, 
which they readily granted ; and, in confequenee of it, lived 
very peacably during his reign ; but that proving fliort, they 
were again expofed to new troubles n . We have already 
taken notice of what they fuffered in Spain and France , under 
Perfecuted the fecond invafion of the emhufiaflic fhepherds. This mif- 
afrejb , fortunq was foon followed by another, pretended to have 

A. C. been occafioned by their fuffering themfclves to be bribed by 
1 33 °* the Saracen king of Granada to pohquv °.ll the rivers, wells, 
and refervoii s of water ; which they not daring to do, as be- 
ing too much fufpefted, committed rhe execution of it to s 
number of lepers* whom they hired by dint of money, and 
the profpedl of the rich fpoils of the dead (P)- The waters 
• were 


n Solom. Ben Virg. p. 149, Sc feq. 


* (P) This accafation appears 
from many circumftances, with 
which it is iranfmitted to us, to 
be altogether faLfe. Such a^, 
that the leprft convened four 
general councils of the deputies 
from eveiy lazaretto in Chrif- 
tendom. in which they dilpofed 
before hand cf ail the dignities, 
eitates, ' of thofe that were 
to be poifoned by thofe waters ; 
the depofition made by one of 
them, before the lord of Pirrnty , , 
in which was contained the re- 
ceipt for poifoning them, visa, 
human blood and urine, three 
forts of weeds, and a confe- 
crateJ wafer, which were to be 
tied in a bag, and flung into 
them; and tome others equally 
ridiculous and incredible. # Be- 
fidea. if (he Saracen king had 
hired any Jews for fuch a black 
deed againft the Ch^iftians, he 
would, doubtlels, have ordered 
it to be done in Spain', where 
they were moil obnoxious to 
them, aiid not in Ft ante and 


Germany t where he hid nothing 
to fear. 

It mull be owned, that there 
jeigned then fuch a mortality in 
both thefe countries, as carried 
off more people than any pelli- 
lence had ever done. It began^ 
we are X.o\&,aX.Rbtims, and fpread 
itfelf through France and Ger- 
many ; and, as the phyfidans 
were unable to difeover the 
caufe of it, they had every- 
, where recourfe to the old fuper- 
Itytious notion of the waters, C$V. 
being poifoned by magic, and 
of the Jews being the authors 
jSf it ; which was eafily credited 
by the reft, who were always 
fond of the notion of wizards 
and magicians being the authors 
of fuch pubhc calamities/ How- 
ever a late author of theirs hath 
undertaken to confirm the ftory 
of the < waters being poifoned, 
and to juftify ^the (everities 
which were ufed againft the 
Jews ; though he hath done it 
in fuch a manner as will con- 
vince- 
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Were accordingly found poifoned in France and Germany ; 
hnd a leper having depofed, that a certain rich Jew had 
hired him to it, the information was fent to court, and the 
lepers were all either imprifoned, or confined to their laza- 
rettos ; and the people in feveral provinces, cfpecially in Lan- in Lah- 
guedoc , without flaying for farther orders or proceedings, guedoc; 
fell foul on the Jews , and maflacred them in fuch a barba- &c. 
rous manner as cannot be read without horror ; whilfl the 
pretended criminals marched to the flames, and other cruel 
executions, with fuch intrepidity and joy, as if they had gone 
to a wedding. Thofe of Paris were ufed with more equity; 
where they only putTthe guilty to death. Others were ba* 
nifhed, and the rich fort imprifoned till they had difcovered 
all their treafures and effefts ; by which Philips furiiamcd the 
Long , proved a very confiderable gainer •. Great numbers 
of them were likewife maflacred in Dauphine , and their ef- Dauphi- 
fefls confifcated, and yielded to the dauphin of France ne. 

CHARLES, whilft dauphin of Viennois and duke of Recalled, 
Normandy , was forced afterwards to recall them, during his A. C. 
father’s imprifonmant, arid the diforders that reigned in hia ,1356. 
dominions ; and, tipon his mounting the throne, confirmed 
their former privileges, and only obliged them to wear fome 
mark of diflinftion But being afterwards grown fenfelefs, 
or, as fome affirm, having been bewitched, the Jews began 
again to be accufed of committing fome murders, and other 
outrages r ; for which fome of them wer^ hanged, others 
whipt, and the fynagogues fined ; which ^obliged many of 
them to turn Chriflians. At length came out, two years Eanijhid 
after, that edift which for ever banifhed their whole nation ^ £tver 
from the French dominions ; and it is from that fad epocha, 

0 Continuat. Chron. Guil. dVNaugis, ub. fup. p. 691, & 
feq. F Mcmoires pour fervir a Thilloire du Dauphine, ap. Bas- 
ics, ub. fup. $. 7, & feq. * Id. ibid. * Du Hailau, Hift, 
de France, lib. rtvii. fub. an. i Juvenal desUrsins, Hill: 
de Chari. VI. p. 129. Basnac. ub. fup. & feq. 

Vince vety few Of his readers. Were for ever banished that 
unlefs they are as partial as kingdom, and never fettled, 
he (29) t as thofethatread him there 'more by authority ; fcho* 
in the place above quoted will we (hall fee prefently that they 
tafily own. He likewife there were recattqi in the next reign. 
a$ms, that the J *wijb nation 

( 4 p) P. Dmniil HM' di*Franu fub Philip U Long, an, 13*1. p. 4141 fif ftf, 
epi thjhJg* dho Jap. f* >3* 

Y % • that 
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Obtain th^t they have fince reckoned their years (Q^). We muft, 
their fri- however, except the city of Metz in Lorrain , in which they 
at have preferved their ancient privileges and fynagogue; that 
etZi city being then an imperial one, * where they had therefore the 
fame liberty as in all others of the empire. This was after- 
wards confirmed 1 to theai by Lewis XIII. and an edift grant- 
ed in their favour, by which all criminal caufes relating to 
them, were to be referred to the council ; and their ancient 
privileges confirmed : which edift, given at St. Germain , 
bears date 1617. 

• ( QJ But for all this edift, fome gi-cat patient at fome dif- 
they dill kept a confiderable tance, they furnilhed him with 
intereft in the nation, by means frefh relays, that he might reach 
of the money which they lent him before the Sabbath be- 
to private perfons ; the ma- gan (30}. 
nagement of which they com- They have been fince, in 
mitted to one Nicholas FlafaeL great numbers in .whence 
a citizen of Pontoije, allowing Ifaac Caftro de Tartas being gone 
him half the profit ; by which into Brafil t and taken by the 
he became fo rich, that he was Portugucft 9 was condemned to 
fuppofed to have found out the the flames. A JewiJh writer 
philosopher's (lone ; built feve- adds, that it was upon his ac- 
ral churches in Paris, particu- count, that the law for burning 
Jarly that called St. Jaques he them alive was abrogated in 
la Boucher te y where he and his Portugal ; for that all the time 
wife P revelJa lie buried, and he continued alive in the flames, 
their tomb is flill tl) be feen. He he was heard to fay; Hear , O 
is faid to have been a philofo- Ifrael y the Lord our God is one 
pher, painter, and poet. Lord ! which fo furprifed thofe 

Wc read moreover of fome that heard him, that they re- 
eminent Jews that were Jince peated the fame words after 
then tolerated in France , tho’ him, and became Jew, without 
they had not the fame full li- knowing how (31). 
beVty as formerly ; and among ' We could inftance in many 
them Profanus , a celebrated au others 5 but it is fufficiently 
tronomer, who taught at Mont*, known, that they Hill live there, 
felier about the. middle of the 1 though in difguife, to avoid the 
15th century. Mont alio , an- feverity of the laws againft 
other fampd Jew, was fent for them ; infomuch, that they 
to Paris to be phyfician to Ma- have got admittance into fome 
ry fle Medici s 9 who obtained of of the higheft places in church 
Henry IV . full liberty of reli- and ftate, as we (hall have far- 
g\on for himfelf and family ; in- ther gccafion to fhew towards 
fomuch that being fent for by the end of this chapter. 

( 30 ) De hoc •vid. Barritf. Relation de lot foetas, p. $ 5 . Baffimpierre. Memoirs 
of Mont a Ho t an. 1615 . B a frag, hb./up. lib, ix. C, %i, §. 20 , &fea< ( 11 ) Car- 
dofr, Las Exct/leneiss, p, 324 .. 
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It is now time to pafs into Italy, and other parts of Eu- Jews in 
rope , during thefe two centuries. We begin with Italy, Italy, du* 
where we find the pope Hill very favourable and kind to ring the 
them, both irfhis own territories, and where-ever his autho- *3^ an( * 
rity reached (R). We have feen thefe pontifs receive with *4*? «*- 
open arms thofe whom Ferdinand X. and other zealous *f nes * , 
princes, had baniftied out of their dominions ; though at ^fyfbepope* 
fame time they feemed to commencUtheir zeal againft them. 

Gregory IX. now on the papal throne, followed the fteps of 
his predeceflors ; and, tho* he was a zealous promote* of the 
holy war, yet obferving, that the crufaders began their pious 
work in divers place?With the maflacre of the Jews , took 
all the proper methods of preventing fuch butcheries. They 
were grown very numerous alfo in the kingdom of Naples, y the f 
particularly ip that capital, and the city # of Trani ; where 
they had very learned rabbies and goo^ poets, who were pro- P 
tefted and carefled by the king, on account of fome fignal 
fervices they had done him. He likewife recommended them 
at his death to his ftates ; but thefe thought it a greater kind* 
nefs to try to convert them, than to give them the full enjoy# 
ment of their religion ; fo that, to avoid the impending per- 
secution, they promifed to turn Chriftians, with a permilfion 
included to marry the daughters of the richeft and nobleft * 

families in the kingdom. Every body was furprifed at fuch Maffatred 
a compromife (except the clergy, who were willing to con- at Trani. 
vert them at any price) ; and much more.ftill to fee fuch 
marriages permitted in favour of converfipns fo little to be 
depended upon : for thofe who could not thus marry to ad- 

(R) Thus we find pope AS- demanding between him and the 
cholas interpofing with the em- ^ emperor Frederic , yet he made 
peror Rodelpbus in favour of R . 1 no hefitation to write a letter to 
Meir , a German , whom he had him, in which he allowed the 
caufed to be imprifoned, in Jews indeed to be turned over 
hopes of extorting a large fum^ to the fecular power for crimes 
from him ; and told that prince,* of date ; but added, that fuch 
that if Meir had been guilty of punifhments ought to be con- 
no other crime, than that of fined within due bpunds, and 
ftiffty adhering to his religion, not extend to what was baiely 
he deferved no puniihment mat&r of religion and cojtfci- 
for it ; and therefore expected, ence. And we may add* chat 
that he fliould fet him %t liber- few popes were ever againft 
ty. We have feen a little higher, giving them full liberty of con- 
how Gregory IX. put a ftop to fcience; and many of them have 
the perfecution raffed againft even raifed them to dignities of 
them in France and Spain. And authority and truft in the do- 
though there was then a mifun- minions under them. 

Y 3 vantage* 
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vantage, made no fcruple to rdapfe. It was therefore upon 
this laft account, that a monk of Trani took it into his headi 
to punifh them ; and having buried a crofs in a dunghill, 
charged a Jew of that city with the faft. Thil was enough 
to raiie the fury of the zealots, who immediately butchered 
At Na- a ii the Jews they could lay hands on. The riot pafled ffoagi 

pies. thence to Naples , where they would likewife have been mur- 

dered, had not the chief ^of the nobility interpofed, and con- 
cealed the moft wealthy, and consequently the moft obnoxi- 
ous, inMieir houfes, and thereby faved them from the fury of 
the populace. Pope Alexander IV. who then feiged at Rome , 
was fo far from being ftifpe&ed toencdhrage that •perfection, 
that he endeavoured to fupprefs it ; but his interpofition 
proved frnitJefs, and he died foon after. However, as the 
nobility had done ft ib dllvcually. there was the lefs need of 
his intervention. # 

Peaceable The marquifote of Ancona , though not then in the pope’s 
at Anco- pofleflion, had likewife been ^ cry favourable to them, and 
na. A. C. allowed them full liberty of conscience (S). And here it 
1 280. ^ as that the famed R. Mena hem, a native of Ricina Noya , 
did, by fome kind of miracle, from moft ftupid dunce, be- 
A* C. C ome one of the greateft cabbalifts of that age (T). We 
*? 3 2 °* have lately feen, how Clement^ V. who had moved the papal 
feat to Avigntin, ftrove to ftop die perfecution of the fhep- 
herds againft them, as far as his anathemas could do it ; he 
was no lefs induftrious to promote their inftruftion ; and or- 
dered that every pniverfity (hould have profefTors to teach 
the Hebrew tongue, and to bring up men that (hould be 
able to difputc with and convince them by their own books 

9 Solomon Bev Virc. p. 123. 

« 

(S) The popes did not be- a draught, before he found 

Come mailer; of this terrtory, hjjnfelf as learned as he had 
till nn. 1532 ; when ClemrntVW. been before ignorant. He is 
fqnt hi$ troops to feize on it, in commonly known by the name 
order to pro'teA it againft the of Recanati, from the place of his 
Turks. * # birth; and wrote feveral learned 

(T) The Jrn t^ll us,*that treatifes in the cabbaliftical 
he fail afteep one day in the (y- way (32). We do not vouch 
nagogue, where he faw, in a for his miraculous change, but 
dream or vifion, a man who of- roentiofi it chiefly to (hew, that 
ifered him a veffcl full of water, the J ;<ws flonriftied in this agq 
of which he had fcarcely drank in moft pares of Italy. 

(54) SbMcUtb, p, 6 x, Bartolec, ub. fup. Waff, N t 1457 . p, 77c. P,f. 
ft age, & <*“b. • 
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His fucceflor indeed, John XXIJ. took a contrary method, 
being induced thereto by a zealous filler, and much more fo 
byfome of 'bis bifhops, whom fhe had brought with her; 

And who had accufed the Jews of having Ihewn fome indig- 
pity to the crofs, as it was carried in proceiTion before them. 

This produced an edifr, by which they were to be ba- A n edia 
nifhed from all the territories of the church ; which caufed againft 
fo much the greater confirmation among them, as they were them ; 
grown very numerous and rich under the favour of his pre- 
deceflors. They applied the.nfelves to Robert , king of Je - 
ritfalem , a good friend of theirs, and a favourite of that pon- 
tif, who foon after ^fcpevailed upon him to revoke his edift ; revoked. 
which he promifed to do, provided his fitter could be fatif- 
fied about it ; and accordingly abrogat 'd it as foon as fhe 
had received 100,000 florins from than (t* It is phrn, there- 
fore, that this edict wai, ifiuco on. againfi his inclination, 
fince he was fo eafily prevailed upon to recall it l . We have Proteaed 
feen already how Clement VI. endeavoured to fupprefs the by Cle- 
perfecution which was raifed againft them in Spain, France, ment VL 
and Germany, on the abfurd pretence of their poifoning tfce 
rivers there ; and made* no difficulty to give as many as could 
come a fafe famttuary in his dominions. Some hiftorians 
have indeed accufed him of doing it out of covetoufnefs ; but 
he eafily retorted the charge againft them, bjbfhewing, that 
thefe perfccutions were only raifed againft them with a view 
of plundering them of all their riches. His very inquifitors, 
who exercifed fuch feverities againft the Albigenfes, a kind 
of ancient Proteftants, fuffered the Jews to live in peace, 

And feldom gave them any difturbance, but when they found 
them guilty of fome fuch enormous abufes as thofe we have 
lately taken notice of. 

They were no lefs numerous and powerful at Bologna , * s af 
where, befides their old fynagogue, which was too fmall to g 0 i 0gnat 
contain them, they built a new one much larger and finer, a. c/ 
and eredled a kind of academy in that city. This laft owes 1394. 
its ereftion to one of the family of the Hannaharim (children) 

* Basnac. ub. fup. lib. ifcc. 19. §. 8. • 

- (U) Our authors do not name king of that name of Jerusalem* 
the pope who iiTued and revok- Naples » and Sicily, whole chan- 
ed this edidt, but medtipn his cefior John XXII. had been, 
fitter Bangui fa, who is ttill more and lived ever after in perfeft 
unknown. But fiace they af- friendttiip with him s he is moft 
firm, that this tranfa&ion hap- likely to be the pontif meant by 
pened under Robert king of Je - them, efpecially as his fucceffor 
rufaltm, and there was then a BtnedtB XII. had no fitter. 

‘ Y4 whfi> 
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who was then going from Rome thither. This family, 
which deduces its original from thofe Jews whom Titus 
tranfplanted from Jertifalem to Rome , had continued tjiere 
till the latter end of the fourteenth century, and was 
both numerous and confiderable ; but about this time 1 
went and fettled at Bologna, where they grew fo wealthy 
that they built {lately houfes, and the fynagogue above-men-, 
tioned, which is the nobleft in all Italy f They became ftilj 
more famous for the many learned rabbies which came t& 
teach in<t ; which is a frerti proof of what hath been faid of 
the popes protecting and favouring them (W). Put it is 
time to pafs on to other countries of Ettroje. 

" We 


(W) This city did then be- 
long to the ecclcfialtical Hare ; 
and pope Eonifacc IX. fhough 
fo much dreaded by his fubjcCts, 
did nevertheless permii :hcm to 
ereCt the academy above mcn- 
tibned, and to build that grand 
fynagogue, which, for itslarge- 
nefs and beauty, is juftly ad- 
mired* by all travellers (33). 

The Jews here did likewife* 
prefent Esneric , the pope s in- 
quifitor (who flouriflaed about 
the middle of the* fourteenth 
century, and compiled the di- 
rectory of the inquifition), with 
a bible faid to have been writ- 
ten by Ezra ; which is Hill care- 
fully prcfervtd in the library 
of the Dominicans there. It 
hath the following infeription 
in Hebrew, at the end of the 
Pentateuch ; 

j Ibis is the book of the law \>f 
Mofes, which Ezra had 
wrote*, which he read 
on a w ooden dejk to a nume- 
rous ojfembly both of men and 
women. 

But there is added another 
be, tin one, which more fully 
explains it ; and in which it is 

(33) Bafnag. ub . fup. <r, xU. §. ult. 

/>. 400. , 


affirmed, that that roll of the 
law was written by Efdras's own 
hand at his return from the Ba- 
bylonifj captivity : 2. That it 
is afinredly the original from 
the teftimony of the ancient 
Jews, who* received in their fy- 
nagogues, where it was kept : 
3. That the Jews believCd it 
fuch from one generation to 
another ; and as iuch prefented 
it to Emeric : 4. That the 

learned rabbies, who had ex- 
amined it before witneffes, had 
acknowleged it as fuch, from 
feme peculiar characters and 
ltrokes which are not to be 
met with in the modern manu- 
scripts : 5. It is there affirmed 
to have been the tnanufeript 
which was {hewn to the people 
on fertival days ; whence it is 
concluded, that it ought to be 
held in great veneration, and 
as a book diftated by the Holy 
Ghoft, after all the other facre 4 • 
ones had been burnt (34). 

They likewife ihew you there 
a Megillath, or roll of the bool? 
of Eft her , Hill more ancient than 
that of Ezra ; and a bible writ* 
ten for the ufe of X. Menachem^ 

(34) Msntfauc, DJar , JtaU e. xxvJiu 
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We do not read any thing worth mentioning concerning Jews in 
the Jews in England, till the time of king John ; except that England, 
they were invited into this kingdom by William the Conqueror, /„ v ; tee f fa 
and came from Rouen hither ; and where, even fo early as the Williani 
reign of king Stephen , an. 1145, they were a,ccufed of cru- the Con* 
cifying a young Chriftian, in contempt of Chrift and his re- qileror. 
Jigion, and were accordingly punifhed for it. They were j rj * 
again profecuted for the fame atrocious fail at Gloucejler, in crucifying 
the reign of Henry II. an. 1160. And for a third committed Chriftian 
at St. Edmondjhury, an. 1181. More of fuch peri^cutions children. 
there may h^ve happened in other places, which Matthew 
Paris hath not mentioned ; and thefe he hath accompanied 
with fome circumftances which we fliall pafs by at prefent, 
becaufe we ftiall have perhaps more frequent inftances of 
them in the following centuries, than the generality of our 
readers will be inclined to believe ; though we (hall be obliged 
to mention the molt remarkable of thcih, as they were always, 
if not the true taufe, yet at leaft the pretence and forerun- 
ners, of the moll fevere puniflimeiUs infiidied on that unhappy 
nation. • 

We pafs on therefore to king John , whofe reign was lo Banijhed 
troubled with inreltine feuds, that He was forced to maintain fa king 
himfelfby the hardelt exadlions; the heavieft of which fell John, 
of courfe on the Jews in his dchninlons, whonj he caufed to A. C. 
be imprifoned, and put to moll violent tortures, when they 1210. 
refufed to pay fuch taxes as he laid on them (X) ; and, at 
length, we are told u , confifcated all their effedts, and ba- 
nilhed them by a public edifti They did not fare much under 
better under the long reign of Henry III. during which many Henry 
of them chofe to turn Chriftians, to avoid the feverity of his III. 
government ; but, being afterwards detefled, were juftly pu- I2 33« 
iiilhed for their diffimulation.’ This did not difeourage that 
prince from endeavouring their converfion ; to promote 
Which the more effedtually, he caufed a feminary to be'founded 

■ . •* 

■ Trivet. Math. P^ris, Chronic, an. 121©, p.159. 

the infeription of which was, tions one of them at Briftol, of 
that it was finiftied in the month whqm the king demanded ten 
of Adar , an. 953 (anfweringto thouland marks $ and WI19 fuf- 
A.C.w 87), to the end \ that Me- fered his flelh to be roru off his 
nachem, and his foflefity, and bones, atvd feven of his teeth to 
ibepoflertty of his fofterity , might be drawn out. one each day, till 
beynftrufied out of that book. he complied ; but paid the fum> 

(£) Our author .(35) men- rather than loofe tne eighth. 

(35) M. Paris, fub . an, 12X0, (. 15^ 

for 
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for the maintenance of Jewi/h converts, and where they 
might live without labour or ufury ; which foon induced 
great numbers of them to come into it : and that houfe, we 
are told, fubfifled a confidence time ", # 

The Jews of Norwich were fome time after accufed of 
having ftolen a Ghriftian child, and of . having kept him one 
year, in order to circumcife and crucify him on the enfuing 
Baffover ; but, the faft being timely detected, they under- 
went a due punlftiment (V). Some years after, thol<? of Lon* 
don were indifted for the fame crime, but with fome difference 
in the manner ; the child having been fold to them by his 
parents, and crucified, and the faft d&overed by fome mi- 
raculous circumftances not worth relating ; fo that he was 
canonized for a martyr, and his relicks wrought ftrange won- 
ders. However, tfie murderers could not be found out; 
only fome Jews having left London about .that time, were 
(hrewdly fufpetted *. • Their whole nation was (till more 
alarmed on the following year, when the fhepherds made fuch 
havock of them in Spain, France , and Germany ; and they had 
reafon to fear the florin would fall next upon them here : to 
jTrevent which, they purchafed an edift from the king, for- 
bidding any one to hurt them in any of his dominions But, 
as that prince’s minifter was ftiii craving for more money,. 

• 

w Math. Parts, Clnonic. an. 1210, p. 159. x Id. fub'an. 
I244, p. 436. y Id. ibid. Vid. Basnag. 11b. fup. c. 22. $. 9. 


(Y) They are changed by the 
fame author (36), with having 
repeated the fame crime three 
times in that city, with very 
little variation of circumftances. 
On the firft, they were brought 
<o die king’s court at Wepnin- 
Pr, and there confefTed the 
fadt ; for which they were only 
confined* and their lives left at 
the king’s difpofal. The fame 
accufation %as laid &gainft them 
Qn the fol lowing year j and jour 
pf th£ wealthier of them were 
hanged, and their effects confif- 
pated. l.aftly, they % were ac- 
*ufcd of the fame fail before 
|h$-t>iihop, an, *239, at which 


time it was that the child’s fa* 
ther found him in the Jew^ 
houfe, after he had been loft a 
whole year. The accufed in 
.vain appealed to the king; the 
bifhop maintained, that the 
crime, being of a religious na* 
ture, was cogni&bte only by 
fch’e fpiritual court ; upon which 
four of them were dragged at 
the tail of fo many horfes to a 

g ibbet, where they were put to 
eath. So that they mull have 
been very incorrigible to dare 
commit the fame crime fo mafty 
times within the fpace of live 
years, and after, having bee& 
fo feverely punifhed for it. . 




(36) M, Parit , art. 1235, p, -31, 2$o, fi? ar., 1236,1* 359^ 
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and theyrefufed to pay it, they were accufed of Tome murder 
committed in London, where, after various vexations and fuf- 
ferings, they were pbliged to pay one third of ail their 
wealth z (Z). 

The holy war, towhfch Henry was preffingly invited by New 
the pope, proved another pretence for lqueezing money out 
pf his fubjcfts, and efpecially from the Jews, whom he ihade A- C T 
no fcruple to ftrip of all they had left. The next was the ,2 5 2 ? 
pretended Spanijh war, to which the nobility and gentry re- 
fufed to contribute till it was aftually declared. Tfce Jews 
Were again called upon for new fupplies, but being quite ex- 
haufted, begged lesP** they might leave the kingdom for 1254. 
fome more propitious country (A) ; but that was refufed to 
them, and they were forced to pay thefum, only with fome al- 
leviation. On the next year he demanded 8 too marks of them; 
and upon their pleading infolvency, fold them to his brother 
Richard , who paid him that fum for them, and would in all 1255* 
likelihood have made them refund it double, had he not been 
convinced of their real poverty and mifery. 

Those of Lincoln were about, the fame time accufcd of A child 
having crucified a young Chriftian, with feverai circum \ crucified at 
fiances of inhumanity, which the reader may fee in the mar- Lincoln, 
gin (B). One Copin , at whofe houfe the fatt was committed, A - c * 

• not l2 SS' 

* Id. fub. C. 124 I2£0. 

( Z ) Our author tells us of in a pathetic fpeech, which was 
one finglc Jew, named Aaron, accompanied with a flood of 
who paid at different times, to tears, reprefented the impoflibi- 
extricate himfelf out of prifon, lity of their paying fuch an ex* 
and other vexations, about 200 orbitant fum as was demanded 
marks of gold, and 30,000 of • of them; and begged they might 
lilver. The reft fared no bet- be rather banifhed the kingdom,* 
ter, being profecuted fome. than be thus inhumanly op- 
times for coining falfe money, prefled 5 profe fling, that if they 
at others, for counterfeiting the were to be flayed alive, they wer$ 
king’s feal, and .fuch-like ; from not able to raife the money. Hq 
. which they found no other way fwoone4,away, or pretended to 
to efcape than by bleeding free- do fo, at the conclufton; but the 
]y to that monarch, or bribing, council, who probably gave n q 
as they did in fevefal iniiances, credit to him, obliged them to 
* their judges to be favourable to, produce the greateft part of the 
them (37). * * lum demanded (38). 

(A) Elias, -one of their bre- (B) Theje are, that they fed 
thren, undertook to plead for him fome time before with milk, 
them before the council ; and to make him more fufceptibld 

(37) Peris, ibid* A . C, 1250, & ftp (3 Sj Id . fub, an, 1254. p, 596. 

■ - ' Of 
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not Only corifefled it before the lord Lexington , upon pro* . 
mife of having his life fpared, but owned it to be an ufual ' 
cuftom among them to do fo every year, if they could procure 
any fuch children. The king, upon his coming from 1 the 
north of England , being informed of all, highly blamed that 
nobleman for promifing to fpare fuch a villain’s life, and re- 
voked his pardon ; upon which Copin was dragged at a horfe’s 
tail, to the place of execution, where he was hanged in chains, 
or, as our author words it, his body and foul •were madeapre * 
fent to the daemons of the air a . Their condition was ftill more 
defperate all the time of the league and civil wars which hap- 
pened during that prince’s reign ; whe«*n, let which fide fo- 
ever get the better, they were fure to be cruftiedby it ; at leaft 
we find that the leaguers feized on their fynagogue at Lin* 
coin , and from therare parted into the Jjle of Ely , and made 
dreadful havock among them. And it is likewise pretended 
that Henry III. did at* length banish them by a perpetual 
edift(C). 

It 


Trivet Chron. A.C. 1267. Specil. tom, viii. Basnag. 
ub. fup. §. 18. 


of pain: that they convened an (C) This banilhment is va*. 
ailembly of thq moft confidera- 1 rioufly related by hiftorians, as 
bl ejenvs in England , to affift at his well as the motives of it. The 
execution : that they appointed Jaws affirmed it to have hap- 
©ne of them to ail? the pari of pened A. M, 5020 (of Chrift 
Pontius Pilate, and opronounce 1260)5 which our learned Sel- 
fentence of death againft him ; den (40) juftly looked upon as 
that they caufed him to be a palpable miftake, and that the 
whipt till the blood gufhed out, former date ought to be 5050 ; 
to be crowned with thorns, buf- which would be more probable, if 
fetted, fpit upon; that every one ‘that error had not been in more 
of them plunged his knife into authors than one; but as it is the 
him; that they made him drink fame in moil of them (41), it is 
vinegar, and crucified him by more likely that they have either 
the name of Jefus : that they defignedly or inadvertently an- 
pierced his heart v ith a fpear, tedated the difafter by 30 years, 
and after he^ was dead, took out Accordingly, an infeription 
his entrails/ to ufe in their ma- was found ingraven, in Hebrew 
gic operations, and flung € the letters, on a (tone in Winchejler 
reft <tt his body into a well be- goal, where probably the Jew 
longing to that houfe, where the of that tpunty had been confined 
forrowful mother, after along tothispurpofe(42): “ Thecom- 
fearch, found it (39), “ monalty of the Jews were ar- 

M* Paris, ft ub . A C . 125c. p. ibid . (40) De Jure Gent, lib. ii. c, 6 . p. 
790. (41) Sbalfixletb Hakkabalabjftl. iu, Sofom- Ben Virg'P* 139* Gantx 
'jfaemtib, p. 144. (43) SelJton, ub.fup. 

reft$4 
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It is however, agreed by moft Chriftian authors, that this Tbtir final 
edift was publilhed againft them about the latter end of the expulfion 

13th h 


u reftcd and imprifoned A. M. 
“ 5047.” So that they could not 
have been baniihed either in the 
year of the world 5020, or 
1260. Befides, the leaguers 
being defeated by king Henry, 
feized on the fynagogue of Lin - 
coin above-named, A^C, 1267. 
From which it is evicfcht that 
they were ftill in the kingdom, 
and had their public meetings 
about the latter end of that mo- 
narch’s reign. We may add, 
that none of our Englijb annal- 
ilts have made any mention of 
the perpetual edift, but, on the 
contrary, obferve that his fon 
Edward l . caufed the Jews to 
be imprifoned A. C. 1287, and 
to be all baniilied three years 
. after. The annals of* the Do- 
minicans of Colmar affirm, that 
this happened an . 1291 (43); 
which is the more probable, 
becaufe the council that was held 
in London , and caufed their ba- 
nilhment, bears date 1291. 

The occafion of the banilh- 
ment is likewifc varioufly re- 
lated. One JewiJb writer pre- 
tends, that they had been falfe-* 
ly accufed to king Henry of 
counterfeiting his coin, and by 
thofe very rogues who had 
done it; and thatthe profecution 
was carried on with fuch vehe- 
mence againft them, that the 
king, who faw through it, or- 
dered them to be baniihed, to 
fave them from a more cruel 
fmuifhment(44). Another tells 
us, that a prieft being fallen in 
love with a # beautiful Jewe/s , 

(4.3) Ap, Vurp % Hi ft? Germ, tom, it. j 
§. 18. f44 J So/om . Ben Vtrg, p* 140, 


and not being able to obtain 
her by any other means, fub- 
mitted htmfelfto becircumcifed, 
and abjured Chriftiaaiity; which 
being focn after known, the 
zealots infilled that all the Jews 
in London ihould be biftrnt alive; 
but that the king only caufed 
thofe to be burnt who had £ 
hand in that fa&, and baniihed 
the reft (45). But in neither 
cafe is it cJtedible that he would, 
for the crime of a few private 
perfonS, banilh a whole nation 
which had fo often filled his 
coffees. 

A third pretends that his fon 
Edward , feeing the country al- 
moft ruined by famine and pefti- 
lence, was eafily perfuaded that 
the incredulity and wickednefs 

*of the Jews ha^l drawn down 
thofe two dreadful punilhmenta 
on the whole nation; upon 
which they Were all called upon 
to turn Chriftians. But that 
not having removed the famine, 
they began to aferibe the conti- 
nuation of it to the violence 
they had offered to their con- 
sciences. Upon which the king 
ordered two pavilions to be 
reared near the fea-fide, the 
one with a red crofs over it, in- 
to which the fincere profelytes, 
and the other with the law of 
Mofes in it, into wliich the dif- 
fadsfied converts, were bid to 
rep&ir. But many of the latter, 
fufpedting fome private flefign 
againft them, forbore to go to 
the Mofaic booth ; and well it 
was for them ; for thofe that did 

>. 25 . Vid. Bafnsg, ub, [up, l Ax. c. 22, 
SbalJheUtbJoL 113 * (+$) Id, ibid. 


were 
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Edward, 13th ctntury f , which is farther proved by public records, 
A. C. found in fome chanceries. Trivet affirms, moreover, th*t 
l 2 9 l • king Edward, who banifhed them out of his kingdom, granted 
them money to tranfport them into France , and afterwards 
confifcated their effefts b . Walfmgham fays much the fame 
thing r - ; and Poly dor e Virgil tells us, that this edifl was enafted 
by a council that fat at London , A . C. 12 91, and being de- 
firous to fever the goats from, the lambs , ordered the Jews to' 
leave England in a few days, but with a permiflion to take, 
their effetts with them d . He adds, that they obeyed, and 
that the nation , which was then very numerous in England; 
took their final leave of it , and JIM renu ^x*d from place to place 
till they allperijhed ; whofelofs , fays he* needs not be much re- 
gretted, provided they leave behind thofe fdcred boohs, without 
which it would be difficult for us to prcferve our religion for 
the future (D). It is plain our author had no great belief 
in thofe prophecies which affine us that they will be actually 
recalled before the end of the world. However that be, it is 
plain they never more appeared in a body in this kingdom. 
From that time, till they were recalled tp' it, in the time of 
Oliver Cromwell, as will be feeu in its proper place. It is 
therefore time to pafs on to thofe of Germany, Hungary , arid, 
other northern regions. 

Jews in Whether the Jews were readly more wicked in Germa- 
Getmany, than in other countries, or the people more fuperftitioufly 
&c. zealous againft them, there is hardly a kingdom Where' they 
A. C. have been accufefi of more enormous crimes, and of greater 
*2Z2. number and varietj^of them, during thefe two centuries We 
have already raken notice of their hating encouraged the in- 
vafian of the Perfiaris and Tartars , under a falfe Mefliah, and 
of the joy with which they, efpecially thofe of Cologne were 
ready to receive them, had not Iheir project proved abortive. 
^ q Notwithftanding which difappointment, and the bad efiefts it 
1241. brought upon them, they feem to have been no lefe flufhed at 

■f Vid. Seld-en, ub. fup. lib. ii. c. 6. k Chronic, fob. riffc 
1290. c Hypodigm. Neuflr. per T. Walsii&oit. d Hill. Aug!, 
lib. xvii. p. 427. 

wete 
and 

fea. Thus far oin; Sfanijh Count of their corrupting the? 
Jew (46). faith and pra&ice.of me Chrif- 

(DJ The reader may remem- tians there 
her that Edward had given the 

(46) Cordcfo Las Excdlmiat, p, 382. * Set before, p. 31# 

afrefh 


immediately maflacred, fame decree againd th< 
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a frefti irruption of Tartars, who had already penetrated into 
Hungary , infomuch that the emperor Frederic himfdf was be- 
yond meafure alarmed at it. But what feems to juftify them 
froms the imputation, was that even that monarch was fuf- 
petted, as well as they, of having invited thofe barbarians ; Accufati - 
which fcandalous furmile was, it feems, invented by the pope ons againfi 
and his clergy, whom he had difobliged, and was foon after ***** 
wiped off by the dfc&ual repulfe which he gave them. 

They were perhaps more jufltly acfcufed, in the fame year, 
of having obftru&ed the converfion of a young man of their 
nation ; for in fuch cafes the Jews loft all patience/ and the 
feeing of their childttn or relations taken from them, and 
abjure tlieir 'religion, leldom failed of driving them intofome 
extravagant violence. On the other hand, the zealots who 
were extremely fond and proud of fuch^converfions, could 
not brook the leaft oppofjtion, without double retaliation. 

This is what happened at Francfort, upon fuch an occafion,' jer jt 
and where their fury on both fides ran to fuch a height, that andjlaurfa 
they took up arms; feveral Chriftians loft their lives, and about ter at * ~ 
180 Jews perifhed in the flames they had kindled. Half of Francfort, 
the city was confumed by them, and the Jews all in danger < 5 f A. C. * 
being f^crificed to the refentment of the populace? to avoid I2 4*» 
which, fome of the mpft politic,, to the number of 24, turned 
Chriftians, and among them the chief of their fynagogue, 
whom our author c abfurdly calls their bhhop * for the Jews 
had no dignity which anfwered to that- 

They were likewife often accufed of murdering and cruci- 
fying the children of the Chriftians : the «firft time was at 
Haguenau , in Lower Alfatia , where three of them were 
found dead in a JewiJb houfe. Complaint of it was made 
to the emperor, who not being inclined to believe thofe idle 
ftories, diftmlfed the plaintiffs with an illufory anfwer (E), 

which 

e Addition, ad Lambert §cft afsn AB tnicrf, German. Pis- 
ton. tom. il p. 257. Basn Ao/ub. fup. §. 4. 

(E) He told them, it feems, (47). But another* of more' 
that thofe children muft be bu- candour and temper, tells us, 
ried, fince they were dead j for that 'Frederic convened an af- 
which our author, a zealous fembly of learned divines/ and 
monk, makes no fcrgple to enquired whether it were in- 
accofe that’ monarch of having deed true, that the Jews thought 
been bribed by the Jrws, and themfelves obliged to feed fomd 
to- damn* him into nell for it CbrilBan blood on Good-friday? 

(47) Ricbtn. Chronic. Span, lib . iv, c, $a, & Sfeci A tom. iii. f>. 46 ^. 

But 
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which ftill more exafperated the people ; but as the faft could 
not be proved, they obtained, by means of a confiderable 
frnn, a favourable judgment from him. They did not meet 
with fo kind a judge at Munich in Bavaria , where an old 
woman having confeffed that die had fold a child to the Jews, 
whofe blood they had drawn for fome facr'fiee or forcery, 
Majfacrtd the people, without flaying for a farther trial, maflacred all 
in Bava- that came j n r h c j r w ny. xhe town officers having in vaih 
X1 ia86 ^ endeavoured to fupprefs* the tumult*, advifed the reft of the 
1 ’ Jews to retire into their fynagogue, which was a ftone build- 

ing ; which they did, but were all burnt and deftroyed in if, 
notwithftanding all the efforts of thg^kike himfelf, and all 
his officers, to appeafe and difperfe them f . Much fuch ano- 
ther accufaiion was brougnt ngainft the Jews of Wurtzhurgh , 
At Bern, and Bern , where tfcey were maflacred in fhe fame manner, and 
Sec. the two children killed by them canonifed for martyrs, and 
miraculous faints P . • 

learned Notwithstanding all thefe perfections, and bitter zeal 
rabbles in againft them, Germany produced feveral great atid learned 
Germa- rabbies, during thefe two centuries. The town of Gcrmer- 
D y** Jheim gave birth to two of them, who took their furname 
from it, as it began about this time to be the cuftom to do $ 
viz. Baruc and Eliezer de Gehncrfbeim ■ (F). That of Vienna 
produced the famed R. ^7^r^author of The light /own, and a 
great tranferifeer of Jewijb books, which he difperfed among 
the fynagogucs of Germany , more exaft and corrett than the 
common ones. H£ had icveral learned difciples particularly R. 
Meir de Rottemhurgb s who exceeded him in learning, and became 
the judge and chief doctor of the German jews (G). They 

likewife 

f Afentin, Ann. Bojor, lib.*vii. p. 441. Ann. Renon fob* 
an. c ia88. Hilt. German, tom. vi. p. 396. 6 Id. ibid. vid. 8c 

Fafcicul.Tempor. Aitas vi. Hill. Germ. Piftor. tom. iii. fol. 83. 

But as they could produce no- *of older date, fmee he is faid 
thing certain about it, he fuf. to hate taught the Cabbalah t<* 
fered the profecution to go no Mofes E! achmanides \w\10, as hath 
farther (48). been formerly mentioned, died 

(F) They were both great an. 1 260, aged 66 years, 
cabbalifts ; and the latter is af- (G) This rabbi was at length 
firmed (49) to have written a taxed by the emperor in a large 
famed treatife in that Itrain, fum* and imprifoned for non- 
ftiled the Mantle of the Lord, an. payment ; whereupon one of 
1240. But he ihould rather be his difcipl&s became bound for 

(4^) AuE. ineert. Fragtn. Hijior. anti Albert Argeetinenf Cbron, ap. Vurf % 
fern, (49 ) Gantn'hsemacbfub.Qn, 

* him, 
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likewife extol their R. Amnon for his learning} tiches, ind 
handfomenefs, as well as for his miraculous recovery of all 
his fingers and toes, which the biftiop of Mentz had caufed 
to be cut off, for declining a conference with him, which he 
had promifed three days before ; but this laft may Well paf9 
for a JewiJb legend. 

The* flourilhed no lefs in Lithuania, during the 13th 
century ; king Borijlas , furnamed thte Chdjle , having granted 
them full liberty of confcience, and feveral other confiderable 
privileges, which they have preferred ever fince. Thi? feems, 
indeed, to have been^n a great meafure their cafe thro* all 
thofe northeili tradls, wJiere the high ones favoured and pro- 
tected them for their fervices, and the large fums they brought 
to them; whilft thofe of the inferior rank, ^fpecially the zea- 
lots among the clergy, beholding their profperity with an en- 
vious eye, and being, as is moft likely, often provoked at their 
infolence, and the contempt they fhewed for their fuperfti- 
tions, were ever and anon raifing fome accufation to difturb 
their peace, and render them odious to the world. This 
doth but too plainly appear to have been the cafe, by what? 
faffed in the council of Vienna, which was held about this Council of 
time. It was there obferved that the Jews Were grown fo Vienna 
numerous and powerful, that th$ clergy's income was conli- held. Pi. 
derably lelfened ; for which reafon it was dec reed, that they 1*67. 
ftiould reimburfe them in proportion to what they might 
have been intitled to, had their families been Chriftian (H). 

• They 

him, but he died before he could that imprifoned him, an . 1 305 ; 
get his liberty. On which ac for that prince died an. 12925 
count we mull obferve a giofs fo that it muit have been either 
miftake, which fome authors liis fucccffor Adolphus of Najfau % 
have "made (50), who pretend or perhaps rather Robert arch- 
that he died in a city called duke of Auftria, and the fon of 
Beith-Sohar ; whereas thofe twer. Rodolphus. There is likewife 
words mean only a prifon-houfej a book attributed to him called 
and fuch was that in which he HattiSbatz, which he had indeed 
died of grief. begun, but was afterwards fi- 

Another thing we obferve, is niftied by his difciples, and is 
that Buxtorf has miftaken him a collation of his decilions. 
for another Meir Cohen , who (H) It was farther objected 
Wrote again ft Mamonidfs , of that they prevented the convert* 
whom we bpve fpoken elfe- fion of their fons, daughters, 
where. And 3dly, thofe are wives, &fc. and brought over 
likewife miftaken, wlffo affirm many Chrillians to their religir 
that Rodolphus was the* emperor on, infomuch, that their fyna- 

• CS°J Bartoloc Bill, Rabbin, tom . %%* 

Mod. Hist. Vol. XIII. Z 


gogues 
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They farther decreed that they ffiould be obliged to pull 
down the new and ftately fynagogucs which they had built, 
and be contented with their old ones \ t 

All thefc decrees, however, could not but prove abortive, 
whilfl the princes and great ones publicly protected thofe that 
refufed to obey them, and obliged their officers to flieltcr 
thofe who ftiould implore their affiftance. So that the evil 
grew up to fuch a height, that the clergy was obliged to take 
more violent meafures, and to excommunicate all thofe that 
fhould'proteft the Jews, and refufe to execute thofe decrees, 
whichdiad been enabled againft them. They were forced 
At Augf-.foon after to make freffi ones at ^'Augflwrg, on account 
burg, of the improper oaths which were till then adminiftered to 
A. C. .them, and which they made no fcruple to break (I) ; and to 
1 2 %S • oblige them to fw&ir by the name of God, and the law of Mofes y 
holding their hand o,n the Pentateuch \ The misfortune is, 
.that even this laft kind of oaths is held by them to be annulled 
on the grand expiation day ; fo that at the moft they can be 
of force but one whole year. And wc may add, that they 
chave their cafuifls likewife, who allow ''them to equivocate, 
and to tell officious lies, according to that concdlion of the 
thalmud, that it is lawful to diffemblc for the Jake of peace k . 
t> ijputes About this time the difpure between the talmudifts and 

with the Caraites arofe to fuch a height, that R. Aaron , head of the 
Caraites. latter, and a man of great learning, wrote a treatife to expofe 
'the extravagancy of the thalmud (K), in order to fupprefs a 
f certain 

h Concil. Vienn. ap. Cnnif. left. Antiq. tom. i. p. 621. 1 Cru- 

sius Annal. Suevor, c. 8. p. 3, & feq. k Man ass. Conciliator 
queft. in Gen. quell. 37. p. 48, & feq. 

gOgues multiplied, the new ones tor Aharon, is an explication of 
Were made larger and more the articles of their faith, to 
fumptuous, to the great de- .which he gave the title of Hete 
cay of their churches and con- Hachrjhn , or Tree of Life , be- 
gregations. caufe he did not believe any 

( 1 ) Th^cuHom,ii feems, was, man intitled to eternal life 
before that time, to make them that did not believe them. And 
fwearby the faints, by theBlefled therefore, tho 1 he acknowleged 
Virgin, and even by the Son of a refurreftion, yet he confined 
God 5 which oaths they made it onlj to the true believers of 
no difficulty either" to take or the houfe of IfraeL 
break ( 1 ). Bartolocci pretends- that he re- 

(K) This treatife, which he jefted all' the facred books, ex- 
intitled Moreb Aharon, or Doc- cept the L Pentateuch (2); but 

(1) Cruf.us, Annal Stnwc, 8./>. 3 . Sy. Bafnag.ub. c. 13* §. 14. (2) 
BiblS m RM* tom, i, />; 29. 

that 
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certain fondnefs which thofe of his fett began to betray for 
that book, infomuch that R. Niffi , the fon of Noah, another 
Car ait e 9 had been obliged to expound the Mijbnab , at the 
carneft requeft of his difciples. Aaron in vain ftrove to oppofe 
himfeif againft the current, for a time; but he was at length 
obliged to follow Nffis fteps, for fear of difgufting his diici- 
ples ? and to give an allegorical fenfe to divers places of fcrip- 
ture. The thalmudifts were not a little pleafed to fee their an- 
tagonifts make fuch fteps towards therti, but that did not re- 
concile them the more to each other ; on the contrary, their 
hatred and animofity continued as fierce as ever f. 

They under wenrti^)n after a much greater misfortune Jews 
during the conreft between Adolphus of Na/fau, and Albert of majjacred, 
Atijlria , who had been both chofen emperor, when a peafant A. C. 
named RaindFlciJh , took the advantage of 1 he war then raging 1 
to fet up for a preacher in the high Palatinate , Franconia , 
and other provinces, and to pretend tluft: God had fent him to 
exterminate all the Jews. His pretence was, their having 
ftolen a confecrated wdfer 5 and the people taking him at his 
word without farther enquiry, fell upon them at Neurcnbergh, 

f De his vid. Anc. Hift. vol. iii. p. 7. 

that is a miftake, fince he wrote as he oppofes ip it the^jjtes of 
comments on the Pfalms, and on the German Jew f, he muft be 
the prophecies of Ifaiab and Je- fuppofed at leaft to have lived 
rerniah , which are (hill preferved fome time awongft them, and 
in MS. in the library of Ley - to have deigned his work for 
den ( 3). the fynagogues of that coun~ 

We muft here obferve that try (4). He was likewife the 
there were two famed Caraite author of another work which 
rabbies of that name ; viz. this he intitled Miklol Joppi, or The 
who was the fon of Jofeph , and • Perfection of Beauty. 
ftiled himfel {Aaron Cohen ( Aa - As for Aaron the fon of J Vi- 

ron the prieft), and flourilhed ah 9 he lived in the Eaft, an. 
about the end of the 13th ccn^ 1362, and attacked the great 
tury; and Aaron the fon of * A ben -Ezra, and other traditi- 
who lived about fifty years after onalifts, with great zeal and 
him. The former, whofe com- reafoning, in a book which he 
mentary was found in the libra- intitled The Crown of the Law, 
ry of the fathers of the oratory which is a literal comment of 
at Paris, by Morinus , and the Pentateuch, after the method 
brought thither from Conjlanti - of the Caraites j and in another 
tropleby Mr. Sand, hath made work, the«MS. of which was 
fome learned men think that he brought from Buda into Gertna - 
had written it in the Eaft. But ny { 5 ) . 

( 3 ) Freji eveerpt. Alarm's explan, in Pentateuch. BaCr.. ub : ut>. (4) Id. ib. 

§.16. id. tout. • ' -• 

Z 2 Xiev.'mark> 
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At Nu- Ntewmarky Rottemburgh, Amber g , and other towns of Franco - 
remberg, n% a and Bavaria , and burnt as many as fell into their hands ; 
I2 9 2 * whilft many of the reft chofe rather to burn themfelves, with 
, their wives, children, houfes, than to fye dragged into the 
flames by the Chriftians. Duke Albert would fain have fup- 
prefled thofe butcheries, but was afraid left Raind Flei/b, who 
was looked upon as fent from God, (hould draw the people 
over to his competitor. # The perfecution was at length fup- 
prefled, probably by him, and the city of Nuremberg laid un- 
der a fgvere fine, befides having been above half burnt by the 
fire which the opprefled Jews had fet to their houfes (L). 
This did not hinder it from refuming*tts hatredagainft them, 
Mordecai 10 or 12 years a ^ ter > anc * hanging the famed R. Mordecai , who 
ban zed* ^ ac * wr i tten f° me learned comments on the thalmud, and on the 

A. C. works of R. IJ'ckH Apkcz , which are highly efteemed by the 
igto. Jews (M). 

Some 

(L) Some place this tr.infac- after the magiftrates had taken 
tion after the death of Adolphus full cogpizance of the affair, 
^and add two circumftanses to and proceeded on it according 
it; •viz. i ft. That this tumult to their laws, 
was raifed on account of the (IW lie was hanged foon a f- 
blood which came out of the coy- ter his return into Nuremberg* 
fecrated wafev, whilft the Jews after having retired fome years 
were braying it in a mortar. And, to Triers* where he taught in 
2dly. That a great number of company with lfaac of Dijon . 
Chriftians joined themfelves The Jews have made a martyr 
with the opprefled,' and made fo of him (7). But the mifehief 
flout a defence, that the popu- did not flop there ; for foon af- 
lace was forced to bcfiege and ter, A. C. 1338, one Armleder 
purfue them into their retreat put himfelf at the head of a 
(6). But thefe two facls explode, troop of peafants, and made a 
each other; for it is by no means fad havock and ilaughter among 
credible that fuch numbers of them; but being taken, was be- 
Chriftians would have fided headed by the order of the etn- 
with the Jews* if they had been {>cror Lewis of Bavaria ; upon 
convinced of the miracle of the which the reft difperfed them- 
bloody hoft; and much lfefs felves (8). Bzovius adds, that the 
that the archduke would have Jews were then accufed of hav- 
put himfelf at their head. So ing ftolen an hoft, and that upon 
that this was no other tnan a piercing it, they were foal armed 
popular uproar, which the bet- to fee rivulets of blood iffuing 
ter fort condemned j for there from <it, that they fled out of 
was no man put to death at the houfe Information being 
Francfort on that accnfation, made of it to the duke of Aa- 

(6) Sftmon, Annah Hi/I . Germ. tern. v.p. 4.02. Hiftor . Auflral , ap. Reub. H/f. 
Germ, tom. v- f. 341. w. Rqfnag. lib. rx. c. 23. (7 )Ds hoc * i>id. Bartoloc . ub. /up » 
tm. ir. p. 47, Gent* Tztmack 147. (S) Spend, fub.an. 1338. £, 433. 

Jtria, 



34 ? 


G. i. - Difperfton of the Jews. 

Some years after the council convened at Vienna , by pope 
Clement , againit the Templars , likewife condemned the ufury 
of the tfcwsy and thofe a$ heretics who approved of them ; 
which was a frelh caufe of vexatious law-fuits and other mif- 
chiefs to them, efpecially in Germany *. They were, howe- Protested 
ver, in fome meafore relieved by Menicho bifliop of Spire , who b f ^ e 
forbad them to be molefted on tliat account in his domini--^? °f 
ons, alleging that law could not concern them, feeing the 
church doth not judge thofe that are without m . A few years t * * 

after which they were quite banifhed by Lewis I. king of Hun* Banijhed 
gary , who had lately indued the Moldavians , out of all his by the king 
dominions n . ^Hun- 

About five years after, a great number of them were plun- gary, 
dered and burnt by the newly-ftarted up fraternity of Flagel- A. C. 
lants (N), at Spire 3 Strafburgh 3 and other places °, efpecially * 344 * 
at Thuringen , where they exafpe rated the people againit 
them; but theworllof all happened at Francfort, where, af-^/j a " 
ter fome diforders committed againit them, and their being * q* 
at length come to fome kind of accommodation, a Jew t ^g. 
named Cicogne , whole family was very numerous in that city,**/ F ra nc- 
not fatisfied with it, threw a piece of fire-work into the town- fort, 
houfe, which confumed.both it and all the records preferved 
in' it. The flame fpread itfelf te the cathedra!, which was 
likewife reduced to allies, and burnt quite as Ar as Saxen - 

houfe . The crime did not go unpunilhed, for not only the 

• 

1 Clement lib. v. p. 510. Navcler Ghronol. p. 3003. 
m S/entivany Soc. Jelu Diifertat. Paralipomenic. rer. memora- 
bil. Hungar. Catalog, p. 236. ap. BASNAG.lib. ix. c. 23. §. 22. 
n Id. ibid. 0 Hilt. Landgr. Thuring. c. 105. p. 941. 

Jiria, he refufed to aft in it ers which they repeated aloud, 
without confuting the then This fefl, which had been al~ 
pope, Benedict Xu. who only moll fupprelTed, took frelh vi- 
fent him word that the hoit'.gour about this time, under 
ought to be reverenced, and thofe fome new chiefs, and pretended 
who had pierced it to be punilh- to have received a letter from' 
ed (9). heaven, by an angel, Jby which 

(N ) So called from their af- they were ordered to inffift thofe 
fembling and ltripping them- macerations on themfelves^ to ' 

felves ftark naked, twice a day, relieve the fouls which languilh- 
and whipping themfelve* with ed in purggtOry, and to put 
Cords, armed with barbed iron, a flop to the fins which then 
atid accompanying tj^at cere- reigned in Germany ; which ltf- 
mony with pfalms ,fung to ter was read aloud every time 
foourpful tunes, and fome pray- they met. 


(9) jinn, lib . ix. 1338. 2 V, 29, 

Z3 .. 


incendiary. 
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incendiary, but all the Jews of that city, except fome few 
that retired into Bohemia (O), were put to death 1 *. 

A new accufation was brought again# them, whiuhhath 
bgen already mentioned in fpeaking of thofe of France and 
Spain ; viz . of poifoning the wells and fpring-hcads of rivers 5 
tho* upon no other foundation than that they efcapcd from 
the common mortality which happened in mod parts of Europe. 
This caufed a frefh rrtaffacre in molt provinces of Germany , 
the very year after that which had happened at Francfort . In 
fomc places they were burnt alive, in others mod cruelly but- 
chered. Thofe pf MentZy however, jjpfolved to dand in their 
own defence, and having feized on alSout 200 ufiarmed Chrif- 
tians, mairacred them in a mod barbarous manner ; upon 
Revenge w hich the incenfe^l populace came in flioals, and fell fo furi- 
.f. oufly upon them, that they murdered about 12,000 of them 
fevere*™ on occa *i°«' After this, they fet fire to their houfes, 

retaliated fp reac * an d burnt \yith fuch vehemence, that the great bell, 

* glafs and grate of the cathedral were melted down f. Their 
rage fpread itfelf all over Germany ; the imperial cities demo- 
lilhedall their houfes, and built cadles anfl towers with the ma- 
terials, and the populace was the more eager to pull them 
clown, becaufc they found money and other, rich things among 
the rubbilh. The then coynt ■ Palatine, and his minifters, 
drove in vaifl to fupprefs their violence, and to give flicker 
to them : the; were oppofed by foine of the nobility, as well as 
by the common people, and accufed of having been bribed by 
large fums to take their part. All the inhabitants of Ulms 
were burnt alive q , with their wives, children, and effedls ; and 
in a word, the whole JewiJb nation faw themfelves without 
friends or place of retreat, the princes not daring to interpofe, 
3 n their favour, at fo critical ja junfture. Lithuania was the 
oijly country where they enjoyed any tranquility ; which was 
chiefly owing to a beautiful Jewefs , named EJlber, with whom 


pBa snao. ub. fup. f Naucl*er. Chronol. gener. 45. p. 1009. 
ap. eund. q Crus. Antiq. Suevor. lib. v. p. 253. 


(O) And even, thefe met 
but with a ftiort refpite ; the ci- 
tizen b of Prague , difpleafed to 
fee them celebrate their Paflo- 
ver, choie that time tb burn their 
Synagogue; and thofe that were 
then at their devotions in it, 
which they did without any op- 
pofition, fo that not one f of them 

8 


efcajped. This misfortune prov- 
ed fo much the more grievous, 
as it was unexpe&ed, as well as 
undeferved, and the Jews of 
Prague have preferved a regret- 
ful ienfe of it ima prayer which 
was comjtofed feme time after^ 
in memory of that event. 1 * 
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Cafvmir the Great was enamoured, and at whofe requeft he 
had granted them feveral confiderable privileges. 

Those who had taken refuge in Bohemia , did not fare Mafacred 
muclr better thanthofe in Germany, as appears by what we/»Bohe- 
faid in the laft note. Two years after which cataftrophe, mia, A.C. 
Vincenjlas , emperor, and king of Bohemia , defirous to ingrati- * 39 ** 
atehimfelf with his fubjefts, to whom his exceflive love of wine 
and women had rendered him odious, difcharged all his nobi- 
lity of the debts they owed to th*e Jews*. The people 
thereupon looking upon them as difcarded from his^protec- 
tion, began to make a fad maflacre of them at Gotha , which 
became ftill jnore dw^ful, as the peafants joined the popu- 
lace in it. Thofe of Spire put them all to the fword, without 
regard to age or fex, fome few children excepted, which were 
fpared, and hurried away to the font to be»baptifed (P). But 
as fuch violent perfections are not only odious, but feldom 
fail of unpeopling a country, they fofmd it neceflary to put 
a flop to this, by the punilhment of fome of the ringleaders. 

They were foon after accufed afrefli, of having poifoned 
the wells, fprings, &c. and puni/hed for it by the moft fevere 
deaths, not only all over Germany? but in Italy, Provence \ 
and other parts. The JewiJh hiftorians, however, tell us, 
that the emperor being fully convinced of their innocence, 
reprefented again to his council,* the iir.pofribility ofpoifoning 
fprings, which have a continual run of water s ; but that the 
people pretending to have feen them throw the poifon into 
them, and muttering fome words all the* time, made the 
.emperor refolve to banifh them, to the na fmall difappoint- 
ment of the feditious zealots, who cried out, that no punifh- 
nient was too fevere for them. His edift came out according- Banijhed 
ly againft them, either to flee or be baptifed ; and the Jewifb the empire t 
writers above-quoted, highly extol the perfevcrance of A. C. 
thofe of their nation, who, notwithftanding the great mifery 14 00 - 
which then reigned among them, not inferior in their ac- 
count to that which followed the deflxu&ion of Jerufalcm, 
yet few, if any, were thereby "driven to apoltatize, or, as they 
word it, to forfake the glory of their G But for this we 

• 

r Crus. ibid. lib. vi. c. 3. Hid. J,andgr. Thtirirg. c. 132. 

р. 948 . Pistor, Hill. Germ. tom. i. A) n, Sylv. 11:1K Bo* cm. 

с. 31. Basnag. ub. fup, * Solqm. Be# Yiro. fab. A. 160. 
p. 151. Gantsv Tzemacu, fub. eod. an.,p. 146. 

• 

(P) The pretence for this ing the viaticum to a fick per* 
pruelty was, that tlyy had in- fom 
fplted a prieftj as he was carry- 
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have only their bare word, and with it wc now clofe thefe 
two centuries and pafs on to the 1 5th. 

Jews#* In running thro* which, we (hall not, as formerly, begin 
the 15 th with the eaftern Jews, for reafons which will more vifibly 
century appear in the fequtl ; but pafs now from Germany into Spain, 
hanijhed where we (hall find them (after a long and peaceable abode there, 
cut of during which their fynagogues and learned men flourifhed, 
Spain. and t j ie j r nation was greatly multiplied) baniftied at length 
from that country, excepting thofe who preferred diflembling 
to a mortifying exile ; which fatal revolution hath ever fince ex- 
cited thd complaints of the Jews, as well as the pity of the 
more moderate Chriftians for them ; bjjj. as it did not take 
place till the clofe of this 1 5 th cent dry, and wa!> ufhered in 
by feveral confiderable events, it will be neceffary to give our 
readers an account r of them before we pafs on to their final 
expulfion. The firft ftep towards it was promoted by the 
anti-pope Benedict XIIJ. who was then in Arragon, the only 
province left that owned his authority, and was trying to in- 
gratiate himfelf with the reft of the Spanifh nation by his zeal 
^ confer- f° r the converfion of the Jews . He accordingly appointed 
tenet held a conference with them (Q ) in which, he defrayed all 
between their charges, they treated him with unufual complaifance and 
lb? Cbrif- refpeft ; tho* they exprefled themfelvcs^ with fome bitternefs 


c 

(Q)*He was in£ need to it by one 
Hieronymo de Santa Fe, who had 
forfaken the fy nagogue to turn 
Chriftian, and was then hh phy~ 
fician, and promilfd that he 
Would convince all the Jews, 
from exprefs paflages out of the 
thalmud, that Jefus Chrijt was 
the JVJeffiah. Accordingly he 
and t one Bertrand, a native of 
Valentia, another profelyte, and 
then Benedict's almoner, toge- 
ther with one Garcias Al<vares 
£ Alarcon, a man well verfed in 
the Hebrew, challenged the 
Jews to a deputation . All the 
learned' rabbies ' in Spain were 
fumi&oned to it, and one uom . 
Vidal chofen to manage it on 
their fide. This lad* mud not 
be confounded with another of 
that name, furnamed de Tolofa, 

(to) D* bee, vid, Ba 


who flourifhed in Catalonia for- 
ty years before this conference. 

As to the title of Dom , which 
is an abbreviation of Dominus , 
the JewiJh rabbies had begun 
about this time to take it, in imi- 
tation of the Spanijh dodlors, 
among whom it was then 3 
•mark of high honour ; but i? 
fince become much cheaper, 
and commonly given to abbots, 
priors, and other heads of con- 
vents. The JewiJh writers do 
indeed likewife give it to fome 
of their ancient rabbies; and 
Gedaliah calls one of his ancef- 
tors by it, whom he places in 
the 1 oth century; but it is plain, 
it did not come into ufe aqiong 
them till after the end of the 
I4$h (10). o ■ 

nag, lib, ix, c. 24,^3. 
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againft his phyficiau, who was the chief promoter as well as tians and 
conductor of it againft them *. them. 

The tenor and fuccefs of this conference is varioufly re- A. C.’ 
lated. by the JewiJh and Chriftian hiftorians that have tranf- , 4 I 3- 
tnitted it to us, tho* they were both prefent and bore a (hare 
jn it u . Both fides pretend to have gained the viftory, as i$ 
ufual in fuch cafes (R). But as neither the arguments on one 

fide, 

1 Solom. Ben Vjrg, p. 227 — 246—264. u Shalflieleth Hak- 
kabal. p. 113. Hieronvm. de S. Fe. Coot. Jud. lib. i. c. 2. 
in Bibl. patr. tom. iv. pt. i. p. 750. 

(R) The Jews pretend that dangerous do&rines contained 
they bribed feveral of the biftiops in the thalmud/againft the law, 
to perfuade Benedict to break againft thejMcfliah, and againft 
off the conference as ibon as the Chriftians ; and that rabbi 
poflible.be jfig afraid left it ftiould ^««/A*prefented another foon 
exafperate the Chriltianb againft after to the cardinal de S . An- 
them ; but that the pontif in- gelo, in which he owned that 
fifted ftrenuoufly on Hieronymd s the paflages extracted out of 
making good his promife a - that book appeared (hocking 
gainft them. They add, that and Erroneous to him ; and that 
their rabbies came off with ho- it was true, indeed, they might 
nour, and that the Jews were be capable cf a better fenfe, 
only ordered to refund fome dwhich yet he did not pretend to 
part of their exorbitant u furies know. For thft reafon he de- 
on the Chriftians ; which they, dares that he neither pretends 
however, evaded; by applying to defend o^ juftify them, and 
to Martin of Florence , who was difowns tiry anfwer he may 
chofen pope after the ddpofltion before have made ufe of to elude 
of Benedict and refided fome them. This was likewife af- 
time in that city, and revoked fented to, and Jigned by all 
the edift of that anti-pope the rabbies there prefent, except 
againft them. We omit feveral' J \ ' Albo and Ferrari us (12). 

blunders and anachronifms Tfhis would be indeed a fignal 
which thofe authors (i 1 ) have triumph againft the Jews , and 
been guilty of, and content oqf- a fufticient, as well as folemn 
felves with dating the time and condemnation of their thalmud, 
jfadt as they are related on both by thofe who were the profefted 
Tides. defenders of it, if the MS. out 

The Chriftians, on the other of which our author hath taken 
hand, pretend not only to have it, <could be depended upon, 
gained the vidtory, but likewife But as neither Hieronymo*de S. 
that, in that very year, Hierony - FS takes notice of any fuch re- 
mo de S . Fe prefented to Bene - cantation*in the book which 
diS a writing, which expofed the he wrote foon after againft the 

(n) Sbaljbelerb Hakknhahbrf* 1^3, fej, Gant a Cbron . />. 144. (12 )Ber* 
jQloe t ub.Juf* tom, iii. f, 177, 


jflifilmud, 
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fide, nor the anfwers on the other, have any thing particular 
in them, we (hall, for brevity fake, refer our readers for the 
further account of the whole, tothchiftorian often quoted by 
us w , and only add, that tho* Benedict XIII. was prefect at 
feme of the feflions of it, yet he foon left his room to be filled 
by the general of the Dominicans x , and that it was begun 
February 7, 1413, and lafted till May 10, 1414. Oil the 
10th of November following, Hicronymo de Santa Fe pre- 
fented that pontiff with Ms relation of it, which was confirm- 
ed on the 1 2th of December , and was afterwards publifhed at 
TrancfcA , an, 1602, in the Bibliotheca pat rum. With rela- 
tion to the fruits of this conference, ^rare toM that about 
3000, cr, according toothers, 5000 Jews were converted uppn 
the reading of Hiercnymo' s relation of it ; for which he grew 
intofuch efteem, th^t Jcfcph Jlbo, fearing left their fynagogues 
Benedict fhould be forfaken, compiled his Articles of faith , by which 
yillj he endeavoured to confirm the wavering belief of the reft (S). 
bull , A.C. As for Benedict XIII. he publifhed in the year following his 
H f 5 - conflitution againft the thalmud, and the ufury of the Jl jjs y t 

• w Basnac. lib. ix. c. 24. V 4, & feq. * x D’Aguira Bibl. 
Hifp. tom.ii. c. 1. ap. eund. ibid. Y See his bull in Bartoloc. 
ub.fup. tom. iii. p. 73:— 797. 

thalmud, nor Aflroch* who fent* difbelief. Whether, therefore, 
an account of this conference he found his brethren too clofe- 
xoGirona, it may be juflly called ly preffed on the article of the 
in queftion. F.fp^ially, con- coming of the Mefliah, it is 
fidering that all thccabbies aft plain he flruck it out of his 
fenting to it, except the two confeflion, as not neceflary tq 
above-named, the declaration falvation ; and cenfures Maimo - 
oughtrather to havebeen drawn ttides, without naming of him* 
op by R Vidal* who was at the for having made the belief of 
head of th$ reft, than by Afmutb, his coming an efTential article 
However that be? the former of the JewiJh faith, 
wrote againft the conference it- This work of his, publifhed 
felf, his Kadfjh Kado/Lim, or a # t» fuch a jundlure, was held 
Holy of Holies * and R. Ifaae Na- in fuch efteem, that the Polijh. 
than , hiscenfure of the Seducer ; Gedaliah hath written a comment 
tho’ the latter did not appear in upon it, which he intituled 7 he 
public till after the death of Planted , or Complete Free, and of 
Hicronymo de S. Ff ( 13I. * which his notes ar$ the roots, 

(Sf Theft he reduced to three, the indexes to the places of 
•viz. the txiftence of God, the feripturt, the branches; and the 
law of Mcfes, and the rewards allegorical explanations, th$ 
and punifnments of belief and leaves (14)* ‘ # 

(13) JIctf ; »ger 9 Bihl. Orient* (14) Vid. Jucbafin. J>. 134. Gantx, P. 147, 
RibL liatbr, N. 453, & 86a, HoStirg * ub, /*/>. Bejneg. gi. 
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but as he was depofed foon after, and all his ordinances were 
revoked, they felt not the effefts of them. Neither do we 
tin<i that his fucceffor, Martin of Florence , followed his fteps 
againft the Jews. 

But the greateft converter of them at this time was Vin- Vincent 
cent Ferrario , fince canonized and extolled to the (kies for his FerrarioV 
great zeal and miraculous exploits (T). The Chriftians rec- numerous 
koneJ that he cqnverted about 8000 Moors , and about 30 or converfi- 

35.000 Jew$* And thefe laft, willing to raife his charafler ons » 
ftill higher, or, which is more probable, to difcrddit what ** 
the former fay o^him, allow him to have made about ,e< *‘ 

200.000 converts ou^of their nation, befides near 100,000 
of bad Chriftians. But whatever be the number of thefe 
JewiJh converts, their fmcerity was fsyp enough for palling 
ijnfufpefled, and not without good grounds ; for the greateft 

part of them, after having diflembled.as long as they faw oc- nQ tfi n - 
cafion, made no fcruple of throwing off the ma(k, as foon as ctr€ . 
opportunity offered ; by which one might fee that they 
had only givep way to neceffity, and merely to avoid a more 


(T) He is filled by their mar- 
tyrologifts (15), the (right fiar 
c/Spain, the light of Valencia, 
the prodigy of the unin) erf e, the 
pattern of the Dqminicans, and 
the glory of the glorified faints . 
They tell us moreover that he 
was heard to bark in his mo- 
ther’s womb, as a prefage that 
he would become a celebrated 
preacher ; and that tho' he on. 
fy understood his own mother 
tongue, yet by a prodigy greater 
than that which happened to 
the apoftles, every nation cobld 
plainly underftand him, His 
credit was become fq great that 
lie was raifed to the Kigheft dig- 
pities in church and' (late, and 
particularly to that of confeflbr 
to the anti-pope Benedict. 


It is not agreed whether or no 
he was a convert from Judaifm\ 
the yipu-t. by calling him Mejku 
mad , or apoftate, Item to al- 
low it ; bin others pretend that 
he was defeended of an illuftri-. 
ous Chriftfan family in Valentia . 
However that be, we are told 
that he converted more by his 
miracles than by his eloquence; 
infomuch, that being once got 
into a fynagogue, withap-ofs 
in his hand, the men's garments, 
and the women’s linen, were all 
CQvered with red erodes; which 
obliged them to acknowlege 
thrift crucified, and to turn 
their fynagogue into a church, 
for # which it has been called ever 
fince the Church of the hok Crofs 
(1 6), 


(1 ft *£antoio 9 Salaxar t Afartyrol. Hifpan. tom, ii. p. 509. Sauffay. Mvlyrrt. 
{?«/. tom , i. fol. 190. Legend, Mamtjcr . leg. lib. iv. ap, Ttmijum. p, 51c. U ifn. 
Wb.fup. §. it. (16) Bxov.fub. A. C, 1411. N. id Mzidi Gwzvil AlbuUrf, 
fijjloriqgr, Philip III. It 9 , iii. c, 25/ 

+ * « f . t # 

. ’ ferere 
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ferere treatment (U) .; for they thcmfelves complain, that he 
was a great perfecutor and calumniator*; fo that it is no 
wonder that they only conformed to outward appearance, but 
privately and within doors, lived intirely like Jews , circum- 
cifed their children, obferved the PalTover, and all other Jewifh 
feftivals and rites 4 . 

The inqut- This diflimulation did not go long unobferved by the 
fitiouor- clergy, who acquainted the king (Ferdinand) and the pope 
" (Xijlus IV.) with it ; upon which the tribunal of inquifition 

was ftri&fy charged to watch more clofely over thofe delin- 
quents, andChriftian princes were exhorted to affift it in the 
puniftiment of them. This decree, wffch was publHhed in 
moil cities of Spain , fo alarmed the Jczvs, that 17,000 im- 
mediately returned tq the church, and fubmitted to whatever 
cenfures or penance it fhould impofe upon them. Two 
thoufand of them were burnt alive, fome of whom, neverthe- 
lefs, acknowleged Chrijl to be the Melliah. A great number 
ni foment of others were thrown into dungeons, where they continued 
infixed on a long time ; and thofe that were let our were declared in- 
tbem, famous, and ordered to we/ir two red erodes on their upper 
garments, in acknowlegement that they had ‘deferved the 
flames. They did not even fpare the dead, but took up and 
burnt their bones, con hfca ted i their cfTedls, and declared the 
children incapable of fucceeding their parents. Thefe great 
feverities made fevcral of them flee into other countries, not- 
Ckv withftanding the ^ratchfulnefs of that tribunal; whilft the 
* W? reft took care either ^to diflemble more clofely, or to be better 
inftru&ed before they turned, that they might be lefs ex- 
pofed to the puniftiment of apoftacy (W). Thefe conver- 

fions 


dered to 
fupprefs 
their re- 
iapfes. 


The pu- 


Cardoso las Excellencias & au£l. ab eo.citat. 


ub. fup. 

(U) We haye a pregnant in- 
fiance of this in a MS. letter, 
preferved in the Vatican library, 
written from a Jenuifo rabbi 
flamed Duran , who after having 
embraced Chriftianity, artfully 
firove to difluade his fon from 
imitating his for fat kens. The 
whole tenor of it was equivocal, 
and feemed, at firit reading, as 
Intended to perfuade him tp 


• Bzov. ann. 


continue ftedfaft in the religion 
he had embraced ; but upon 
clofer reading, the whole mylle* 
ry was foon unraveled, and the 
delign found to be to perfuade 
him to return to Judaifm , which 
he himfelf owned he had forfak- 
cn at thi inlbgation of Vincent 
Ferrario ( 1 7 ). # 

(W) Amdng them who are 
efteemed fiacere converts, was 


(17) Sec the lettci in 3 or(olocci t tom , i,p. 404. 
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lions did not hinder the populace from often infulting and op- 
preffing them, and from attributing every misfortune or ca- 
lamity that befei them either to the obftinacy of therecufant, 
or to the diflimulation of the conforming Jews ; witnefs the An infur • 
in fur reft ion they madeagainft them at Toledo , on a pretend- region at 
ed infringement of their privileges, and laying a new tax on Toledo, 
that city, which, tho’ fmall and light, was at the time of war A. C. 
very neceflary ; on account of which, the inhabitants vented l 44S* 
their refentment on the Jews, without fparing even the pofte- 
lity of thofe that had been converted, and after having broke 
into and plundered their houfes, and murdered all that op- 
pofed them, as foon 2% the city had refumed its tranquility, 
enafted fome laws againft the new converts, whether from 
Judaifm or Paganifm , by which they were excluded from all 
offices of honour and trull The cftrgy, however, more 
equitable to thofe neophites, took th^rn under their protec- 
tion, and condemned thofe laws as unchriftian, and had 
their cenfure foon after ratified by the pope (X). 

All 

• ^ 

f Mariana ub. fup. fib. xxii. c. I. 

Solomon the fon of Lerji , who his name. He had a fecond, 
having read the Summ. of Th. iwho was raifcd to the fee of 
Aquinas, was convinced of the Placentia; and a third, who mar- 
truth ot Chriflianity, and took ried into an illullrious Sfanijh 
the name of Paul of Burges . family, and* became preceptor 
He was foon after raifed to the to the king of Cafiile. But in 
bifhoprick of that city, which the midll of all his preferments, 
was his native place, and after- he declared that no dignities 
wards to the patriarchate of either in church or (late ought 
A q ui lea. He hath left behind to be given to any of his nation, 
lome additions to N. Delyra * becaufe they were coo much ac- 
formerly mentioned, but doth cuftomed to diffembie. May not 
fo often take upon him to cor- he have been one of that clafs ? 
reft him, that him felf wantj'a. (X) The dean of that city 
frelh correftor, having beeh was the firft who fulminated his 
guilty of fome egregious blun- anathema’s againft thofe laws, 
ders in his criticifms. He was and ordered public thefes to be 
accordingly criticifed by Simon held, in which the£ were con- 
de Girona , but with little credit deinned; and to give the greater 
or faceefs, fmee that rabbis weight to his defence, mentioned 
often forced to give up the a u- a good number of families of 
thority of the thafmud,* tho’ of high rank* who had intermarried 
fuch great weight among the with the Jews, and were like- 
Jews. s ly to be deprived of their pub- 

Ptfw/leftafon, whfcfucceeded lie employments by them. All 
him in his bifhoprick, and wrote his endeavours and ftruggles 
the hil\ory of Spain that goes by would/ however, have proved 

fruitlefs. 
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A eonft- , ALL this while the Jews were ftill protefted and loved 
rena <f- by king Alphonfo the Great and his grandees ; and it is under 
^1- his reign that one of their writers c places a conference which 
phonlo. happened between that monarch and one Thomas , firnamed the 
fubtile philofopher ( Y), who camefo much the more opportune- 
ly thither, as one of the biihops had preached a fevere fermon 
againfl: them, in which he imprudently affirmed that they 
could not celebrate their,Paffover without Ihedding of fome 
Chriftian blood; which, if true, he faid, he was refolved 
to drive c them out of his territories ; whereupon the king 
was glad to have fo learned a man to confute that abfual 
notion ; which he accordingly did, tho^not with that iirength 
and energy which might be expefted from a perfon of his cha- 
Afecond. rafter. The fame author mentions another conference that 
palled between AlpRonfo of Portugal and the Jews, on the fub* 
jeft of the aadPfalm, and the application which the Chriftians 
make of feveral pregnant paflages of it to Chrijl, but which 

c Solom. Ben Virg. 

fruitlefs, had not pope Nicholas was in Spain, apd in this con- 
1. publilhed a thundering bull ference quotes Nicb. de Lyra , 
againft them, by which he ex- and Ab>avantl, who both lived 
communicated all thofe \\ho r after the fubtile dc&or, ourau-' 
were for depriving thefe profe- thor mud have either jumbled 
ly tes of any place either civil or fome perfons together that were 
ecclefiadical, or frqjn the prieft- not cotemporary, or mean Al~ 
hood and government, whether phonfoV . of Portugal, who reign- 
they were con vert's from Ju- ed about the middle of the icth 
daifin or Paganifm . This bull century. However that be, 
meeting but with a cold recep- this conference, which laded 
tion, that pontif was obliged to feveral days, concluded in fa- 
fend a fecond to confirm it ; and vour of the Jews ; and Thomas , 
Matyatra is almod the only Spa- by quoting Abravanel, who ac- 
nijh writer who hath vouchsafed quits the Qiridians of idolatry, 
it a place in his hidory, fo aqd telling that he, the king, was 
difpleafing was it to that whole fineally defeendedx from king 
nation (i 8). David, eafily engaged him to 

(Y) One might be apt to protect and favour their nation ; 
think, by the name and charac- whild at the fame time he coun- 
ter, that this mud have beetvthe felled him to make fome laws 
Thomas Aquinas, efpecially againft their ufury and luxury, 
as he flouriihed in the reign of which were the two main 
king Alphonfo , the then great things that rendered them odious 
Avourer of the Jews. But as to his fubjedts. , L 
it doth net appear that he ever 

(iS) Afjriano • Bifi. HrfpJib. xxii, r. I, Gf ftp 

theft 
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thefe denied to relate to him ; but as he hath not told us 
how that difpute ended, we ftiall fay no more of it, there 
being nothing extraordinary urged on either fide. 

Among the learned rabbies who floun/hed during this Learned 
1 5th century, bcfides thofe we have already mentioned at Arra - Jews, 
gon, &c. we may name their celebrated Shammai d , one of the A - C. 
greateft cabbalifts of the age (Z). Joel \ the fon of Sciocu, was 1 

no lefs famed a preacher, whofe ffrmons, tho* too long and 
diffufe, had fome very judicious expofitions of certain feftiona 
of the Pentateuch. The family of Alcaleb produced tyo excel- 
lent aftronomers, the uncle and the nephew, who both com- 
piled aftronomical Allies **. The firft was named R. IJ'aac 
Ben Tzadic, and the other R. Jfaac Ben Salomon Ben Tzadic. 

We fhull by-and-by have occafion to mention feveral others of 
their learned men, who were unhappily tociuded in the edift 
of condemnation and banifhment, and involved in the fame 
misfortunes with the reft of that unhappy nation, of which 
we are going now to fpeak (A). 

d Bartoloc. Bibl. Rab. tom. ii. n,9ao. c To. ibid. tom. iii. 
p. 290, ^925. , Wolf Bibl. IIa;br. M, 1263, & feq. * 

(Z' Among other cabbalifti- the great Aben Ezra, had foretold 
cal fecrets, he publifhed that of # 200 years befo-e, that the fame 
begetting more boys than girls configuration wifiich Mofes their 
in the married ftate, by placing great law-giver was bom under, 
the bed from the north to the namely, the^conj unction of Sa- 
fouth. And the rabbies, who turn and Jupiter, would bring 
abound with fucli kind of fu- in the MAfiah. It was to 
perdition, affirm, that theDivine happen, according to his calcu- 
Majcfty refides from eaft to weft, lation, 2859 years after the for- 
and that it is a diftionour to it mer; that is, A . C. 1464. And 
to place one’s bed in that point.* there actually happened fuch a 
But when, out of refpedf to it, conjunction twice within ,this 
men plant itfrom north to fouth, 1 5th century, viz. 1 444 in Can - 
God recompenfes them with, a cer, and 20 years after in Pilees. 
breed of boys, which the Jews But inftead of that glorious train 
jprefer to the girls. But one of miracles, which was to ac- 
v ’$would rather think they did it in company the birth of that long 
imitation of, or conformity to, expe&ed prince, and exalt the 
the notion -of the old philofo- Jeviijb nation above all the 
phers, who believed that the cold reft, they met with nothing 
north winds contributed to the but difafters, and a general ba- 
procreation of boys. * nifliment out of all the Spani/b 

(A) We'nuift here once more dominions, which proved the 
obferve that R. Abrdbam^ prince ruin and deftru&ion of the 
Of the Jewijh nation, and tutor to greateft part of it. 


Thu 
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Jews ba- Tjfcna dreadful editt waslflbed out againft them 1 >y Fer* 
uijhed out dinand and IfitMla, foon after he had happily ehded his war. 
with the Moors, and obliged the whole Jewifi nation to 4 uit 
c * in four months after the date of it (in March , A. C 

, 49 2 * 1492). Turre Cremata, who was the foul of this perfecution, 

advifed the king to fhorten that term, and forbad the peo- 
ple, under the fevereft penalties, to afford either vic- 
tuals, or any other aifrftance, to fuch as were found in the 
kingdom after the month of April . Some hiftorians like- 
wife think that they were forbid, by a new order, to carry 
away either gold or precious (tones, or any thing but a few 
cloaths, wine, and fuch other merchandize (B)> If fo, it is plain 
that order was not punctually executed, fince they found means, 
we are told, to convey away thirty thoufand millions of ducats f . 
Tbtnum* The Spaniards tell us, that 70,000 families, or 800,000 per- 
berof fons, left the kingdom purfuant to this edift ; and the Jews 

them, make them to amount to 160,000 families, or 600,000 per- 

fons 8, and even fome of thofe who had been mofl in credit at 
court, (among whom was the learned Abravancl , who had been 
a, long While a favourite of the king and queen (C),) were ob- 

' liged 

f Basnag. ub.fup. c. 25. §. i« s A&ravan. Cardoso las 
Excellencias, %c. 1 

(B) We are to^l that many riches, and employment ; not- 

of them who had courage wichftanding which he had been 
enough to leave the country, often forced to flee from one 
found themfelves obliged to day country to another. He ap- 
and be fold for flavfcs for want peajred even from his younger 
of a few ducats, which everyone years at the court o f Jlpkonfo 
that embarked was obliged to 'king of Portugal , and was in 
pay t to the captain of the veffel ; great credit with him; but upon 
and to fuch a degree of drift- his death, not finding the fame 
nefs were the kings orders ex- favour from his*fon and due- 
ecuted, that two veffels, loaded tefTor, John II. he privately re- 
with JewiJh families, not hav- tired into Cafttk, where Ferdi - 
ing been able to fail before the fund and Ifabella intruded him J 
time prefixed, fet them on with the. care of their finances, 
fhore again, where they were which gave him an opportunity 
unmercifully feized and fold, of getting an immfetafe. treafore 
and all their goods confifcated. in a fhore time: 7 > 1 '* * 

(C) We took novice lately Being obligedto feave S^tfxy 
that this learned rabbi pretend- with the red of hSs "nation, he 
ed to be lineally descended from embarked for Naples* Whefohe 
king David, and as fuch was in foon recoifemeodfed himfetf to 
great edeem among his nation, the favour of the king, and did 
'* • well as for his ledrning, him cofcfiderable fervice,* But 

that 
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S- to e^for foMigawuntrte; and none permitted 
but thofe wha preferred Chriffianity to banHhmew? 
which were hkewxfe very numerouy. * 


The 


that prince dying, and Charles 
Vili; having, feized on that 
kingdom, ho was forced to flee 
into SiciJy, with Alphonfo II. 
who had fucceeded his father. 
His faithfulnefs to Kim, in the 
midft of his misfortunes, which 
had deprived him of hi? riches 
and crown, obliged him again, 
after his death, to leave that 
ifland, and fail to Corfu, and 
thence into Puglia ; where hav- 
ing refided fome time, he went 
and died at Venice . His corpfe 
did not reft there, but was con- 
veyed to Padua , and there in- 
terred. 

He was no l&fs eftcemed for 
his learned works, and we may 
.truly fay that he is, <?f all the 
JtvsiJh doctors, the molt clear 
and ufeful for the right under- 
ftanding of the facred text. 
His ftile is pure, and ea'y to be 
underftood ; and only fome- 
times rather too fwollen, and 
more like that of an orator than 
a commentator. He explains 
the literal fenfe of the iacred. 
volumes, and learnedly han- 
dles thofe queftions that fall in 
his way in thofe books he .hath 
commented upon. He was 
moreover of a fweet and affa- 
ble difpofition, and lived in a 
friendly and familiar manner 
with ihe Chriftians. One fault, 
however, is commonly found 
in his writings, that he frequent- 
ly inveighs dgjunft theto, .par- 
ticularly againft the pope and 
his clergy '; on which account 


fome are of opinion that the 
Jews oughtto be debarred from 
the Reading of them (i£). 

Among other learned Jews 
that followed Abravovel's fate, 
were R. Ifaac Ben Aruma a 
great philofopher and cabba- 
lift, whole expofition of the 
Mo/aic law is highly efteemed 
by the 7e$vs, though fome cri- 
tics (20) think it too diffufe, 
allegorical, and full of a moral 
altogether JtvoiJh. He took 
with him his fon R Mcir, one 
of the greateft rabbies of that 
age, and author of a comment 
upon Job, which Buxtorf hath 
attributed to his father. 

Another was Jofepb Gigatella, 
^furnamed the divine Cabbaliji \ 
Taumaturcfh, who, during 
his exile, applied himfelf to the 
expofition of the divine Attri- 
butes and Names, and of the 
ten Sephirftb ; that is, of the 
molt myftioa], and at the fame 
time of the moft admired part 
of the Jeivijk theology. 

Ifaac Karo was another learn- 
ed exile : he retired at. firft 
into Portugal, and thence to 
Jerufalem , but loft his chil- 
dren^ and books in his paflage. 
He lived a perfect reclufe there, 
and compiled his book of ge- 
nerations (or of the fons of 
to comfort himfelf for 
th'elofsofhis own) which i>onl y 
a comment or clear folution 
of fome doubtful queftions on 
the Pentateuch, partly cabba- 
liUical, and partly literal (21). 


,..(*?) 09 hoc, mil. Rartokc, ub. fip, tom, iii. p. 857. Sin on Critic <r. n 
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‘ The mifery of thofe who imbarked is almoft inexpfefli- 
ble. In fome the veflels took fire, and they either perifhed in. 
the flames, or were drowned ; others were fo loaded that they 
bulged and funk with them to the bottom. Others toere 
fhipwrecked on fome foreign coafts, and either perifhed with 
hunger and cold, or were expofed to fome new difafters. 
In fome the plague began to rage, and they were fet down 
at the next fhore, where thofe that outlived it perifhed with 
want; others reached the city of Fez, where the inhabitants, 
being frighted at their vaft number and mifery, fhut their 
gates againft them ; fo that they were forced to fpread tents 
in the fields, and to live upon fuch fcw^itdrbs as that dry and 
barren ground afforded. And this might even pafs for a 
mercy, in comparifon of the infults and horrid- hardfhips 
which they were fdreed to undergo from fome barbarians 
there, who thought they might impuncly commit any inhu- 
manities againft thofe* unfortunate fugitives. The reader 
may fee fome inftanccs of it in the margin (D). All this 

while 


Abraham Zac chut flouriihed 
likewife about the fame time. 
Bartolocci hath confounded him 
with Abrahatn the Jew, who ? 
tranflated an Arabic treatife 
on the virtue of remedies. 
Both of them were, good ailro- 
nomers, and publifhed a per- 
petual almanac. Zacclut was 
a native of Salamanca , and 
taught at SaragjJ/a; but being 
obliged to leave the country, 
purfuant to Ferdinand's edidt, 
retired into Portugal, where 
king Emanuel made hiri ins 
hiftoriographer. And here it 
was that he compiled his fam- 
ed book of JuchaJin , or ge- 
nealogies from the creation to 
the year o drift 1590. We 
omit many more, for want of 
room'*; but thefe are the molt 
celebrated ones that underwent 
this dreadful exile. 0 

(D) One of thefe wretches, 
we are told, raviilied a Jtwifh 
virgin before her parents ; and 
returned prefently after and cut 
her chi oat, for lear fhe' fhould 


have conceived, and fhould 
bring forth a Jew. A feaman 
feized o» a number ofjewijb 
children, who were gathering 
of cockles and other ihell-fifli 
on the fhore, at low water, 
and brought them to his fhip, 
where he gave them fome 
bread ; which brought many 
more thither, with whom he 
failed away, and fold fome of 
them to perfons of quality, 
fcnd the reft he made Haves 
of. The captain of a veflel 
that was tranfporting a number 
of.them, took one day a resolu- 
tion to murder them all, and 
thereby, as he pretended, re- 
venge the death of Chrift, whom 
they had crucified ; upon which 
they represented to him that the 
blood which Chrift had fhed 
was for the fins of- mankind, 
and did not want to be reveng- 
ed ; and that he did* not , defire 
the death but Salvation of the 
finner. The brutifti failor be- 
ing fomewhat foftened by this- 
reply, forbore indeed ipurder- 
4 ng 
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white the king and queen were highly blamed by all fober 
Chriftians, not only for depopulating their dominions, but for 
running the rifque of involving them in a civil-war ; for 
\vhatCver precaution he might have taken againft it, the re- 
fentmeot and defpair of 800,000 fubjedts, fo ciuelly ufed, 
might, not unlikely, have defeated all his meafures; and 
Abravancl had reafon to extoll their fubmiffion and fidelity, 
for not oppofing fo fevere and unjuft a decree. What in- 
duced that monarch to it, whether avarice, and profpeft of 
feiziug upon their immenfe riches, or religion and jhe no- 
tion of gaining heaven by the perfecution of the enemies of 
Chriji , or the.hopes df ij^gratiating himfelfwith his clergy, we 
leave to our readers to guefs. However, he foon after re- K,»di. 
ceived the title of Catholic for it, from pope Alexander VI. nan & filled 
who probably laughed at his zeal, whilflf himfelf received Catholic, 
thofe fugitives which he had baniflied. 

But a good part of them met with*a much nearer refuge R ece ; ve j 
from John II. king of Portugal , who had already done him in Portu- 
fome great fervice (E) ; and tho’ he did not love them, yet, gal upon 
found it his intereft.to receive them into his dominions; an^ hard con- 
tho’ upon very hard conditions, yet fu 5 h as they chofe to fubmit ditiom, 
to, rather than expofe themfelvcs to new misfortunes. His 
• fon 

ing them, but caufcd them to temptation proved fo powerful, 
be ftript naked, and fet down that thofe poor/amifhed wretch- 
on the next fhore ; where part es, who had # had the courage 
of them perilled with hunger, to abandon their country, riches, 
others were torn in pieces by tyc. could not now be proof 
lions, that came out of a neigh- againft it. 
bouring cavern ; and the reft (E) That monarch had for- 
were faved by the humanity of fnerly fent fome of them, parti- 
a matter of a veflel, who feeing cularly Abraham de Beja and 
them in that difmal plight, took Jofeph Zapattro, to make new 
them in, and cut his fails to,, discoveries along the ooafts of 
cover their nakednefs. Thofe *the Red Sea , of which they had 
who failed for Italy, being ar- made an exadt and faithful re- 
rived at Genoa , found that port to him. They had like* 
country afflidted with a fore fa- wife been aififting tffe Portn - 
mine, which made all victuals gueje adventurers in the difcovc- 
cxceedingly dear. The Ge - ry of the Eaft-lndies ; and coBld 
noefe beholding them fo mace- be made ftill more ufeful to 
rated by fufferings, and Sefti- him in otht.f matters. Howe- 
tute of money # tCb buy food /met ver, ss he privately hated them, 
them in the ftreets, with*bread in he found means at once to fatif- 
one hand, and act ofs in the other, fy his averfion and policy, by 
and gave the one to thofe that laying thjm under very fevere 
Would woriliip thcr other; which conditions. 

A a a Thcfif 
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Ton and fucceflbr Emanuel, Teemed indeed at firft to pity thenij 
but was Toon induced to Tacrifice them and the Moors to his 
intereft, and the alliance he made with Ferdinand and Ifabella, 
He accordingly banifhed both nations by an edift ; and as he 
feared repril'als from the Moors, he fufFered them to go with 
their effedb ; but doubly broke his promife to the Jews, firft, 
TbeHrgs by detaining their children that were under 14 years of age, 
treachery w hich piece of treachery drove them into fuch defpair, that 
to them, f ome them killed themfelves, and others, facrificing their 
natural adeftion to religion, became the executioners of their 
own children : and, Tecondly, by reducing the three ports 
which he had afllgned them to embtyjk la, to one, by which 
many of them were forced to make a kind of double jour- 
ney, to take quite new meafures, and exhauft their purfes ; 
to which we may Aid, the delay which was caufed to their 
and their embarkation > which increafed their poverty and mifery. Thofe 
fad rni fe- that hatl tke g°°d fortftne at length to embark, were neverthe- 
riei. J kfc obliged to bear very fevere hardfhips and infults from the 
Ihip-captains and feamen, even to the deflowering of their 
vyives and daughters, or exacting large l’qms to preierve them 
from being To. Even aiftong thofe that turnpd Chriftians, to 
avoid fuch a train of miferies as they Taw before their eyes, 
many of them were very hardily uled fiom a too juft miftruft 
of their finecrity, and a great number of them were mafla- 
ered upon the firft, tho’ but flight, occafion that offered it- 
fclf (E). All which Teemed but too well encouraged by the 
„ > cruelty 

Thefe were, that every per- (F) there was, it Teems, ift a 
Ton was to pay him eight crowns church at lijbon, a crucifix, the 
of gold for his piotedion ; and bloody wound of which was 
that at the end of a ceitain covered with a glafs, out of 
term by him prefixed, they which fome fanciful devotees 
Ihould be obliged to quit his thought they faw an extraordi- 
dominions, under the penalty ,nary light emanating; which 
of being made flaves. They made them cry out, a miracle ! 
complain, moreover, that he One of thefe converts having 
fent great numbeis of them to imprudently denied the faff, 
the ifles He /os Ladrones, lately gave occafion to th s bloody up* 
difeovered, where they came to roar, which lotted three days; 
a mifcrable efid ; whilft the relt during which, the zealots, headl 
comforted, themfehes with the ed by two Dominican friers, 
hotion that God punifhed him ftirrid up the populate, and 
for his feverity to them, by the maffacred abovje j 0 oo of them, 
difatters which happened to him They bvoke into their houies* 
and his family(aa). plundered and unmercifully 

(22] CWa/./jj Excellency t p, 388, 
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•cruelty and treachery with which king Emamrel had ufed 
them. But tho* this aftion of his hath been fo highly ap- 
, pUfuded by feme of his flatterers \ it hath been no lefs con- 
demned by feme of their more candid and equitable hiflorians \ 

We h&venow feen the Jews banifhed out of four king- dn ac- 
doms of Europe, viz. Great- Britain, France , Spain , and Per - comtt °f 
tugal ; but before we pafs into the eaftern parts, it will be ^ jat 
very proper to (ay fomething of thofe which (till remain in the-'“ M</ * 
two laft- mentioned kingdoms, in great numbers, tho* under 
the cloak and title of new Chriftians, and under tfie mafk of „ 
zealous catholics, *th%* in their hearts as firmly attached to Their dif- 
Judaifm , as thole who make open profeflion of it where they fimulatitn* 
are tolerated. It is indeed furprifmg to fee how fo impious 
a diffimulation hath been able to fuppfcrt and propagate it- 
felf thro’ fo many generations as it has done ; fo that the gran- 
dees of thofe two nations have in Vain made new alliances, 
changed their names, and have taken up ancient coats of arms; 
they are ftill known to be of JcwiJb extract, if not ftill Jews 
in 'their hearts. . The monafteries and nunneries are full of 
them, and thp greateft parts of thfcir prebends, priefls, inqui- 
fitors, and even bilhops, are defeended from the fame llock k . 

This ought to make both clergy and laity tremble, to think 
that fuch eccleliaftics do onty abnfe and prophane their fa- 
craments, and moft folemn part of their wormip and religion. 

And yet, Orobio, who relates the faft, was not only perfectly The num- 
acquainted with thofe difleitiblers, and Had been himfelf of her and 

the number but gives pregnant proofsV»f what he fays ; in- °f 

them* 

h Lecuira Nouvel. Hift. de Portug. lib iv. p. 8. 1 Osori- 

us,lib. i. Mari an. lib. xxvi. c. 13. ,c Vide Limrorc Collat. 
cumjudeo.p. 102. f Ap. Brsnag.1. ix.c. 25. §. 11. 


butchered them, and fnatched 
them even out of the churches, 
and from the fooC of the altar ; 
whilft the magillracy, inftead of 
fuppreffing, encouraged the but- 
chery. At length the king himfelf 
puta flop to it, and upon full en- 
quiry into the caufe of it, con- 
demn'd the two friers to be burnt, 
And the magiftrates to £e degrad- 
ed . SomeToseignauthors h ave in- 
deed pretended th$t thefe con- 
verts had been fourfd celebrating 
their Paflover after the Jewijb 


manner; but Mariana's teftimo- 
ny (23) ought to be of more 
weight than that of Germans Or 
Grangers, who relates the fait 
as we have done. Tho' k 
mult be owned* at the fame 
time, that the greateft part of 
thofe who llaid both in Spain 
and in Portugal , were .rather dif- 
femblers than fincere profely tes ; 
and fuch mult prove all convcr- 
lions which are wrought by vio* 
lent means. 


(23) HiJ}. it Reb. Spamt, lib • xxviii. tm • ii.C. 17 •/. 593* 
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fomuch that he mentions in the very fynagogue of Amjler* 
dam, Jews and Jeweffes, which are brothers, fitters, Qr near 
relations to fome of the beft families in Spain and Portugal * 
as likewife others that have heretofore been friers and nuns 
of alraoft every order, the Jefuits not excepted, who came 
thither to do penance and reparation for their former apq- 
ftacy. 

We may add that afnong thofe who being at length 
tired with fuch impious diflimulation, have returned to Ju~ 
daifm , feveral of them were men of great learning, and ap- 
pear by their works to have been bettpp vcrfed in the Jcwijh 
law than in thegofpel. Of that number was Jofeph thefon of 
JehoJhuah , who hath continued his chronology down to A. C. 
1554, He was a Spaniard by birth, and perhaps the beft 
hiftorian that the Jewifh nation hath had fince the great Jo - 
fephus . Such was alfo Jofeph Ben Sheveth , or the fon of the 
rod, another Spaniard, who hath written a collection offundry 
neceflary rules, for the right nnderttanding of the Gemm rah. 
The laft we (hall name was the famed Jfaa$ Cardofo , defend- 
ed *from fome of the falfe t'on v erts of Portugal , and became 
one of the firft phyficians in Cajlile , one of wliofe works we 
have often quoted in this chapter (CT). Jfor thefe reafons the 


(G) He wrote two treatifes he ililes Las Calonias de los He- 
in Spanijh, one on the ufeful- breos \ wherein he confutes ten 
nefs of common and fnovv wa- accusations which the Chriltians 
ter, and of drinking Icquors hot objedt agair.ft theip. This laft 
or cold. The other on the then treatife was written after he had 
excellencies or prerogatives be- left Spain, and his name of Fer- 
longing to the Jeviijb nation, dinand % w'hich he had received 
and which oughc to be efleemed at his baptifm, and retired to 
an honour to it, in fpight of all Venice and Verona , where he 
the jrfisfortunes and difperfions took that of Ifaae , about the 
which have happened to them middle of the lalt century. He 
for the puniihment of their fins, wrote likewife a treatife at Ma - 
He therein qbferves, that God fid, concerning fevers ; and 
chofe them for his peculiar *peo- another of the origin and re- 
pie; that they.alone are feparat- Iteration of the world ; both 
ed by him fiom all other na- learned and Curious in their 
tions ; 9 that they rcceiyed the kind (24). It is furprifing that 
Sabbath and Circumcifion from Bartoloeci , who was fo well verf- 
htm | and that they were taught ed in Je^nJh learning, and their 
his law by men infpired by writing*, thould havp made no 
him. This work is followed mention o^the treatife de las 
t>y a kind of fecond part, which Exeelleneias^bov^meniiontd. 


( 34 ) Debit, vid. Bajneg. nb 4 Jub^ f. aj, §• 1$, 


JVolf Bill. Hair. N. 1265 . 
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inquifition always keeps a watchful eye over all thofe new 
Chriftians ; and the leaf! caufe of fufpicion given by them, is 
fufficient to bring the fevereft punifhments upon them ; and 
both Spaniards and Portuguefe are Hill fo fuperftitioufly pre- 
judiced againft them, that there fcarcely happens any public 
calamity, but they look upon them as the caufe of it, and make 
them fuffer for it, as they formerly did the profefled Jews. 

Cardofo laft-mentioned, hath given ns a flagrant inftance of it, 
which happened towards the beginning of the laft century, 
when a Dominican , at the head of a numerous pogulace, on 
fome fufpicious pretence, fell upon thofe new converts, and 
plundered, and mflffaqjed between four and five thoufand of 
them l . 

Notwithstanding all thefe cruel feverities both on dddrefs 
{launch Jews and falfe converts, they ir/ade once more a bold Charles V. 
pufh for getting a frefli fettlement in Spain y as foon as they J 0i 'liberty. 
heard that Charles V. was conre to That crown. They fent 
fome of the moft confiderable of their nation to him into 
Flanders , to reprefent to him, that they groaned under the 
yGke of a religion , % which had they been forced to embrace , and 
were daily eyfofed to the rigorotfs profecutions of the merci - 
lefs tribunal of the inquifition : that they carried on with 
honour the whole commerce of the nation , and were the mojl 
lifeful and perhaps the mojl faithful fubjeEls of tjic kingdom ; on 
which account they trifled in his jujlice and goodnefs, that he 
would grant them the free exertife of their religion ; and en- 
gaged y on that condition , to give him afl the affijlance they 
could , and to make him a prefent <f8oo,obo crowns in gold y in 
return for his kindnefs, They met with a very gracious re- Gracious 
ception from that monarch; and the council of Flanders was rece P tlon - 
likewife of opinion, that he c light to accept of their offer, and 
grant their requeft. But cardinal Ximenes no fooner heard Cardinal 
of this refolution, than he fent a courier with all fpeedTo in- Ximenes 
form him, that it was not lawful for him to make a traffic of oppojes 
religion , and to barter the Hood of Chrift for money ; and that them . 
the tribunal of the holy inquifition had been injlituted for very # 
good and wife ends ; that he ought therefore to follow the Jleps 
of king Ferdinand the Catholic, who , in his greOteft need , had 
refufed the 660,000 crowns which thofe very Jews had offered 
to him for the liberty of continuing peaceably in his dominions : 
that thofe who had r/jeCfed Chrift from reigning over them , 
were unworthy of the, protection of a Chriftian prince . Our 
author adds 01 , thtf Charles yielded to thefe reafons, andpre - 
• 

1 Cardoso las Excellences, fub. an. 1605. P* 3 ^ 3 * m Vid. 
fuzetuz r's Life of Cardinal Ximenes* lib. vi. p. 772. 

A a 4 f erred 
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f erred the viholfome council of the' cardinal to the perfuajtons of 
his JeJfifo minijlers . This was their laft effort ; which proving 
fo fuccefslefs, they have had recourfe ever fince to diffimula* 
tiq^ij and by pretending to a greater zeal than ordinary for a 
religion which they abhor, do for the moft part pafs unob- 
ferved, if not unfufpp&cd. 

Vhe hard We ncec ^ not ^ ere g* vc aR account of the inquifitioft'is 
fate and proceedings againft fuch as are inditted for apoftacy, nor of 
J pun foment their dreadful punifhment when found guilty. It will be 
of the ju- fufficient to fay, that in fuch cafes they are delivered up to the 
daifing fecular power to be put to death, tho’ with a ftrift and fq- 
converts. Jemn charge not to fhed their blood ; prevent which they 
are condemned to be burnt alive. The Jcwifb authors do 
bitterly complain that thefe feverities are ftill continued in 
full rigour againft diem, at Cordoua , Lifhon , Conimhra , &c, 
and even in the Eajl and Wejl Indies ; and for want of better 
reprifals, do in their return canonize all thofe fufPerers for faints 
and martyrs, and embellifh their fufFerings with legends of 
miracles wrought in their favour, that is, either to fave them 
from, or to revenge their deaths : the reader may fee a fpeci- 
xnpn in the margin (H), In the mean time, in order to honour 

and 

(H) Thus they tell us of one *. ipade his executioners fay that 
Sylva aphyficiaif, who had been the devil had fetched him away; 
kept a prifoner at Lima , during but the fews believe that he 
the fpace of j 3 years, where he was miiaculoufly preferved. 
circumcifed himflf. forboic One Sobrcmont . a phyfician 
gating of flefh and drinking of at Lima , was there burnt alive, 
wine, and became a peri e& Na- after an imprifonment of 22 
norite, under the name of l ft ft years. Dam, Lope de Vera, of a 
Nazareno lndtgno Siervo dc Dios noble and Chriilian family, 
al. Sylva. Being at length con- having (ludied fometime at Sa - 
denuded to the jhnies, he was hmanca , turned Jew, and cir- 
nofooncr dung into them, than cumcifed himfelf in prifon, and 
a prodigious ftorm arofe, which gave himfelf the name pf Judahs 
overturned the houfe in which the believer. He was likewife 
he had received his fentence, to burnt ?live at Valladolid , An. 
the great aftonilhment of the 1644, and died wjth fuch fur- 
very Indians. 0 who owned they prifmg conftancy, that the chief 
never had feen any thing l&e of the inquifitjon was forced tq 
5 *( 2 5 ) m qwn, that be bad never feen fuch 

Another that was burnt in an ardent^defireto die. fuch a firm 
Portugal, beheld bis chains fall affurance m of falvation h and fuch 
off in the midft of thp flames, an intrepidity, as he beheld in that 
and \yas no more feen ; which young man, who died in the fonder 1 

(25) Car defi hs Excellent, c. io,p. 323. 
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^Lnd perpetuate their memory,' they have taken the method of Mademar- 
writing martyrologies of them in fome places n . A fketch of tyrs by the 
which may likewife be/een in the fame note. But it is now Jews, 
time*to pafs over into the eaftern parts. 

W e begin with thofe that were fettled in Perjla , Media , Arme- Jews in 
fiia , under the Great Mogul , be. where, to avoid the frequent the Baft 
breaking off the thread of thdir hiftory, as well as the fcarcity during the 
of materials, we (hall continue their hiftory thro* the 1 5th, f ^ ree 
1 6th and 17 th centuries. They had hardly recovered them- 
felves from the long and fatal difafters which they fuffered 
during the wars of the great Timur Bekh f and his fucceflors, 
during whifh thofe ,, in 'Perfia and Media were not only greatly 
attenuated and impoveriftied, but their academies, learning, 
and learned men, had totally difappeared (I), before they re* 

1 ceived 

* At Amflerdam, vid. Barrios Gouv?rno popular. Judaico, p. 

42. Men as se ij. Efperanza d’lfrael, p. 99. f See the hiftory of 
that conqueror invol. v. p. 215, & feq. 

of his age { 26). Thus they pre- preferved the Old Teftameht, 
fcive their memory to pofteri- and had never heard of Jefus 
ty ; and affirm, that God fuffers drift. He mentions a jeiuit’s 
-thefe frequent executions, be- relation concerning one part of 
caufe he is willing to have fuch °that fpacious empire, juft upon 
faithful witneffes of his unity in entering it, and pafling tbemoun~ 
all ages and nations of the tain called Pire Penjale, where 
world. jnoft of the inhabitants appeared 

(I) We are told, however, to be Jews,' both by their air and 
that one of the provinces of complexion , by their making u/s of 
Cochemir was filled with Jews the name of Moufa or Mofes, 
which had come thither ever and a tradition they have, that 
fince the time of Solomon , or 06 Solomon came into that country , 
Sbalmanezer . Wlt.The'venot de- caufed that mountain to bq cut 
fired a cojrrefpQndent of his acrofs to make a conveyance for 
there to enquire of them whe- tbe waters. They add, that Mo- 
ther they had the holy ferip* fes died at Cachemir, and that 
tures, and whether they were bis tomb was about a league frem 
the famp with ours ; but was if, and laftly, Jbew a /mailed** 
anfwered, that if there had fee, built on a high mountain, *t 
been any Jews there formerly, fome] di ft once, which they fay Was 
there were none of them left built by Solomon, and was Jiili 
then, and that all thofe inhabi- called Solomon's throne. AU 
tants were either Mohammedans which ^ too fabulous to de* 
or heathen; (27). That authqr ferve farther mention j tho* we 
tells him, however^that there readily own that many Jewe 
were fome in Chine? who ftiU may have palled into thofe 

(26) Carta del hquifidor Mofeofo a U Ctndefa d. Qfynttrey. of. Bafnog. lit. ft. 

(. 25 ad Jin. (27) Bernier Vtyag. tern. ii t 
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ceived a new mortification from the conqueror Ifmael Sophi, 
chief 1 of the family of the Perfian kings, who reigned there 
everfince, till the late great revolution that drove them from the 
throne The Jews who were very numerous in Media, where 
JJhmael had begun his conquers, were fo furprifed at his 
wonderful and fwiftf fuccefs, that they began to look upon him 
as theMefliah; in which they feemed moreover confirmed, be- 
caufe he gave himfelf out to be a prophet fent by God to re- 
form the Mohammedan religion. But that prince, who de- 
fpifed them in his heart, refufed all their homages and prof- 
fered fefvices, and treated them with greater feverity than any 
of his fubje&s. He died in the year 1 5*3, and was fucceed- 
ed by his fon Thahamafp , and he by * IJhmael , a blind prince, 
and father of the filmed Shah Abbas, who became a great 
perfecutor of them* The faft, as it is commonly related, be- 
ing in fome cafes very improbable, may be feen in the mar- 
gin (K). However, according to our author °, it did not 

take 

* De hoc, vid. fup. vol. v. p. 420, & feq. 0 Hift. of the three 
impoftors, p 114. • • 

parts, and may have eafily fet- were to embrace the Mojlem faith, 
tied them felves there *, as they 600 years after its publication; 
are commonly given to traffic* and would have deftroyed them 
and have man/ good phyficians accordingly, on refufal, if the 
and aftronomers among them ; mufti had not prevented it. 
the' fome of thegi may, thro’ However, their chakhams, or 
length of time, and # variety of dottors, were fummoned, and 
changes, have fo far forgot their clofely examined concerning 
religion, as to have adopted all feveral parts of their religion; 
thefe fables. fuch as the abolition of their 

(K) Shah Abbas having facrifices, and other rites, at the 
granted great privileges to all 'coming of IJai ( Jefus Cbrifl ) f 
Itraagers to fettle in his depo- their refufing to believe in him, 
pulated dominions, the Jews tho’ the Koran fpeaks honour- 
came in fuch (hoals, and fo foon ably of him, and what they 
enfcrofled the commerce and thought of Mohammed and his 
riel its from the reft, that com - book ; and not being able to 
ptaint was made of it to that give fatisfa&ory anfwers, had 
prince. * recourfe to prayers for mercy. 

But he being afraid left hkfe- and to proteftations that they 
veritpto them Ihould make others only fertled in his dominions 
retire from his dominions, found with a ^efign to ferve him (28). 
* lucky pretence toe perfecute After feveral bitter reproach- 
themby the authority of the Ko- es. Albas infiffi*! # that they 
rani where it is faid, that they ihould fix a time for the coming 

* See before, vol. viii. f. I?4, &fif» ( &) Hift . of the three impoftors, p* 1 14. 
tidier' 4 dejttovftrotien of the Meffieb, part iii, c. a. p. 435. 
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Uke place till an. 1642, in the reign of Abbas II. who having 
a more peaceable reign, began to fearch into the regifter of the 
palace, and among others, found that of his father’s contraft 
with them, mentioned in the laft note ; and was fo much 
more furprifed at it, becaufe Zabbathai Tzcvi made then a 
great noife, and was looked upon by the Jews as the Mef- 
fiah, who came to difengage them from it. 

Accordingly Abbas II. called a, great council to delibe- A.C. 
rate on that important affair, where it was unanimoufly 1666. 
agreed that the JcwiJh nation ought to be deftroyad with- 
out delay ; which encouraged fo many cheats, who aimed at 
nothing but* to opprefsVhe reft of mankind. The order was 
accordingly iflued out, both to the Perftans and ftrangers, 
to butcher them without exception of^age or fex, or of 
any but thofe that turned Mojlems f The maflacre began at Majfacrd 
Ifpahan> the capital of thp kingdom, a^d was carried on wither Ifpa- 
the fame feverity in the provinces of Schiras , Ghelan , Hama - han. Sec. 
daily Ardaiiy and Tauris, where the Jews were fettled, and 
lafted three years, or from A.C. 1663 to 1 666, without in- 
termiffion or pity ; lnfomuch that* there was not one of them 
left in all thofe provinces, where they had gained immenfe 
wealth. Some few found indeed means to flee into the 
T urki/b dominions, and others jnto India ; and many faved . 

of their excelled Mefliah; and tion, caufed the agreement tQ 
promoted that they fliould be be regiftered, and figned on both 
tolerated till then and that if fides ; and t 2 xed the Jews at 
he came accordingly, he and two millions of gold. Abbas 
his fucceflors would embrace his died in the 6;>d year of his 
religion ; but that if he did not, age (A. C. 1620) * ; and 115 
they Ihould either turn Mojlems , years elapfed from his reign t 
.or fuffer the lofs of their lives, « before the contradl above-men- 
children, and effects: they had tioned was thought on; # the 
fome time granted to make Perjian kingdom being all that 
their anfwer; and after mature time diftraded with wars againft 
deliberation, told the Shah that- the Turks. Amurat IV. who, 
the Mefliah was to appear in A.C. 1638, made himfelf maf- 
70 years, reckoning from the ter of Bagdad, found great num- 
day on which they had been bers of Jews in it rbut tho’ he 
fummoned before him; by which mastered the Perfians 9 con- 
they at leait procraftinated the trary to his promife, yet he 
threatened pqnifhmenc till after fhewed favour to the Jewt 9 in 
his death. Abbas , who w ava- hopes they would prove fer* 
ricious, as Wejl as cruel, made yiceable, to him (29). 
them pay dear for ttteir tolejra- 

• See before y mol. v. p. 4**, & fef. (29} Dom. Miguel ie Bumps Jfifl. Uni - 
mtrf Judaic, f* 4. Bafnag. lib. lx* c. 46. 9. » 


their 
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Obtain //-'their fives, by abjuring Jnd&ifm (L). But as he after- 
btrty of wards obferved that moft of thofe converfions were feigned 
tonjctince. an< j forc^ j t j s not improbable that they might difgnft hi/a 
from proceeding farther, and induce him to reftore to them 
the full liberty of their religion, as was the cuftom of 
the Perfians to do to all ftrangers. And tve read ac- 
cordingly that they enjoyed it a long time after, that fe, 
till one of the Shah’s ntinifters, either out of hatred to them, 
or with a defign to enrich himfelf by their fpoil, prevailed 
upon hfs mafter to perfecute them afrefh P. He fpared neither 
fair nor violent means to gain his ejnd/und even obtained an 
order from him to forbid the exercife of the JeiviJh reli- 
gion, in order to make them turn Mohammedans. He cairfed 
*thtirjbam ^£ m to be clofely* watched ; and found upon the whole, that 
eonwerji- whatever /hew they might make of a change, they ftill con* 
•ns. tinuedin their old rrfigion ; which at length obliged him to 
let them ftill remain bad Jews, fince he could not make them 
good Mojlems . However, continues our author, thofe that 
are at Ifpahan are very poor, and in fmall number, and are 
Obliged to pay a fequiir^r head to the king, and to wear a 
DifiinBi- piece of cloth on their breafts, of about two or three inches, 
•n of/frefi andof a different colour, upon their .upper garment, by way 
in Perfia. of diftinftion. It is plain moreover, from the traveller who 

P Thevsnot, Voyag. Engl, part ii. lib. ii. c. 14. p. no. 


(L) It is no left difficult to 
reconcile our author’s chrono- 
logy above mentioned with the 
reign o i Abbas I. than to recon- 
cile the above contra# with the* 
chgra#er of that haughty, mo- 
narch. He did not put his bro- 
ther to death till an , 1586 , 16 
, months after his father's death ; « 
and from his mounting the 
throne to the laft year of this 
ma/Tacre f 1 666), could dapfe 
but 80, inftead of 115 years. 
:Bcfides, he could not presently 
make fuch a treaty with the 
J#ws t from the boginning of 
his reign; nor the Jews them- 
felyes be grown fo wealthy in 
fo fliort a time. So that the 
moft that can be fuppofed to 
have elapfed between*the ene 
jmd the other, is about 6q, or at 


moft 70 years. Wherefore it is 
abfurd to fay the execution of 
the contra# was fup prefled for fo 
long a time, either on account of 
this 7 urkijh war, or of a tolera* 
tion by virtue of this imaginary 
treaty with them : for who can 
jmagine that fo dtfpotic a prince 
would treat with his flaves on 
fuch terms, and engage to be of 
their religion, if their promife 
about the Meffiah proved true? 
It is therefore more likely that 
he at firft perfected them, to 
make as many profelytes of 
them hs he could to his own 
religion; a piece of y.eal which 
all the MbJIem princes glory in ; 
and in enfe of recufancy, the 
cOnfifcation of their riches 
might be no lefs powerful a 
motive to his avarice, * 
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was ia thofe parts from an. i ^63 to 1 665 ; that is, fome 
yeass before the time of the Jevoyb maflacre, that, upon his 
coming thither, they eqjoyefl full liberty of confdence ; fince 
he ad^s, that the P erf am thought it Grange, that one Eate- 
mad Qaytet fhould hare taken it info his head fome time be* 
fore, tp oblige them to turn Mohammedan f, 

Tum tribe of Levi pretend to have maintained them* _ 
felves in Sbirat, where thp P erf am have a famed academy ; j ™? e * 
and we are told, that there are a greater number of Jew in skirls*, 
it thap ip IJfcahan ; but how the Levitkal tribe, whether 
it be the defendants of thofe that (laid in Babylon , 0$ of thofe 
that returned witl \Ezra t, Ihould have maintained itfelf 
there, and ‘ingroiled the wine and glafs trade (for that is 
what they are chiefly employed in) is not eafy to guefs. 

They are ftill more numerous at Lar, the metropolis of one Jews at 
of thofe provinces ; and have a quarter peculiar to them at Lar,&c.j 
the foot of the mountain between the town and the caftle « ; 
and extend themfelves into the country, on the fide of Ormus 
and Bender AbaJJi, in order to get fome part of the Indian 
trade into their hands, which was once carried on by their 
brethren, who werfc formerly very numerous in thofe parts (tyl). 

But to return to Perfta ,. and the provinces depending on 
it. 

n 

+ De his vid. Anc Hift. vol. u p. 181, 8 c fcq. *Thevenot, 
voyag. Engl, part ii. lib. iii. c. 4. p. p. 1 3 1 . 

(M) There was a manifeft inq ui fit ion took fuch care to fop- 
difference made there between prefs their, that they were all 
thofe who were born Indians, forced either to flee or to turn 
and had embraced Judaifm ; Chriftiana (31), in thofe eallern 
and thofe that were.de fcended parts that were under him. 
from Abraham. And the kin g They were moreover accufed 
of Portugal, who had baniihed there of facrificing, like the /»- 
them out of his kingdom, fuf- dians , to the devil, to prevent 
fered them to live at Goa , and his hurting them j but, though 
other places, where they Wqre that accufation may be falle, 
allowed the exercife of their re- they have learned from them the 
ligion (30). But. at length, an do&rine of tranfmigration, and 
impoflor having appeared there, fee up for great foretellers of 
an, 1639, who was believed by things to come; which they pre- 
them to be the Mefliah ; and tcThd to do by their cabbaliAical. 
whofe faibe had reached even to art. and by the motions of the 
Portugal, where fome of thc^tav- planets % which the Indians are, 
ijh converts betrayed their old highly plcafed with, 
leaven, on the hope? of him, the 

(30) Mandtflot Vyagt into Indio, lib. ii, p. 17a. ' (32) B.ifnog. ubi fvp. e. 27, 
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3 66 Hijtory of the- B. XVf, 

at Bag- BAGHDAD) once the/refidence of the princes of the 
dad ; captivity, is fo gradually dwindled, fince its being taken by 
Amurat IV. an . 1638, that it hath not above 15,000 inha- 
bitants ; and among them a good number of Jews, %ho iave 
their fynagogue in it, and increafe yearly by the concourfe of 
pilgrims, who vifit the tomb of Ezekiel formerly mentioned; ; 
but ftill they are hated by the Perfians, and kept very poor, 
though they enjoy the free exercife of their religion. They 
in Armc- are (aid to live more peaceably in Armenia r , though their • 
wa » own writers own no fuch thing; but tell us, that thofe.of 
Mafca having accufed them of having killed a Chriftian, be- 
caufe he was fecn to go into a JewiJh houfe, and not to come 
out of it again, an information was immediately lodged 
perficutcd. againft them ; and the murder being confefled by the ac- 
cufed, they crucified fome, and burnt others, not even fpar- 
ing Abiob, a celebrated phyfician, whom they caft into the 
flames. Three days after the Chriftian appeared, the accu- 
fation was found to have been laid out of hatred to’ them, 
and the confeffion to have been extorted by torture. Com- 
plaint being made of it to Sqliman II. the Armenian magif- 
trates were forbidden, fronv thenceforth, to take cognifance of 
fuch criminal cafes, and ordered to bring them before the 
Sultan . This ftory, if true, which is t^Jcen from an anony- 
mous writer who lived in Egypt, and is intituled, The Suf- 
ferings of the J<Avs, (hews plainly, that,, if they live quietly 
among the Armenians, it is rather owing to the protection 
of the Porte, than to any good liking or conformity between 
them, hinted at by the author laft quoted. 

Their num- They are ftill numerous in Media, whither they had been 
berin Me- tranfpianted by Sennacherib f ; but whether they kept footing 
dia ; there ever-lince, as they pretend, is hard to guefs (N). How- 

• 

f Vjid. 2 Kings, c. xix. &fcq. r Herbert’s V oy. into Perfia, 
an. 1677. 


(N) Whether Tauris be the an- 
cient Ecbatane , or rather a new 
one near it, here is a confidera- 
ble commerce tarried on by the 
fenos. The lame may be laid 
of Chajhhin, which fome geo- 
graphers believe to be the an- 
cient Ragejh of Mqtn 7,* where 
the Jews had been tranfpOrted, 
and where Gabael lived, whom 
Tcbit had intruded with his ten 


talbnts (32). It is ftill a rich 
trading place, and advantage- 
oufly fituate to link the com- 
merce between Hircania, Iberia, 
and Media , with the other parts 
of the empire. Infomuch, that 
it was ma<Je the capital of Perfa, 
and the royal refidenc^ for the 
winter, by Thabamaft, and con- 
tinued fo till Abbas I. removed 1 
it to lj\ahan*. 


(32) Tobit iv. 20. d% bac, v:J.fup, W, i .^. 379, 


ever, 
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ever, they artftfaid to have one hundred families againft 
forty of Chriftians. They are not fufFered to fettle at Sea- 
machia , a trading city on the Cafpian Sea ; but the Tartars, 
who bring thither boys, girls, and horfes, to fell, are obliged to 
tolerate, and intermix with them for the fake of that commerce. 

They fpread themfelves as far as the foot of mount Cauca - 
fus ; and we are told, that the prince of Mingrelia , as 
well as that of Imiretta , pretend to be defeended from king 
David. The ancient monarchs of Georgia boafted the fame in Geor- 
extraft ; and the Cham of that country, among his other ti- g* a * &c. 
ties, takes that of a defeendant from that Jewfh king by his 
fon Solomon \. They gjve indeed no folid proof of it, tho* 
there is a great mixture of Jadaifm among them ; and there 
is the fmall city fituate at the foot of Caucafus called Alak - 
zike, in which they had formerly a fynagogue built by the 
Georgians ; but which the Turks have fince taken from them l . 

This is the ftate of the Jews in Perjia , Media , Armenia, 
and other provinces of this large part of the Eaft. They q- ra j e 
have their fynagogues, and are very numerous, fince they are 
found in all the trading cities from Bajfora and the Indies, 
quite to Mingrelia , Georgia , Ac. But their tribes have long- 
fince been fo confounded and blended, that they are no longer ^ 
diftinguiftied. What is Bill worfe, they are very poor and Poverty, 
Ignorant ; and, for the moft p?<t, get a miferable living by 
the loweft and meaneft fervices in life ; they ’have neither 
commerce nor correfpondence with their brethren in the 
Weft, and hardly know any thing of them.' But it is now 
time to fee how they fare in other province 3 of the Eaft. 

And here one would naturally expeft, that Judea , their Why fi 
once delightful country, ftiould have a greater number of few in Ju- 
them than either Syria, Egypt, Ate. ; but, as all its noble dea. 
dreams of milk and honey haVe been long-fince dried up, 
their love for it hath cooled in proportion. It is indeed fre- 
quently vifited by their devotees, who go thither in pilgri- 
mage, as well as the Chrifti^s ; but few of either fort care 
to fettle in it, fince they find it fo difficult not only to grow 
rich, but even to get a tolerable fubfiftence in it. 

S A P H ET A, or, as the Jews commonly call ‘it, Sephet, The acaa§ - 
or rather Tzepheth , a city in Galilee, ds the moft populous and m y 
the moft noted that the Jews have in this province. It en^ P^ eta * 
joys feveral advantages above the reft (O ) ; and they are ufed 

with 

■ Chardin's Voyagw into Perfia, p. 107, & feq. * Ibid. p. 168. 

(O) It is fituate in the tribe from Bethfaidah, and built on 
of Nafhthali , about nine miles a mountain with three heads, 

aqd 
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with greater mildnefs than in any other part of the Ottoman, 
empire u . A traveller of the laft century affirms, that none 
but Jews were in it ; but he was mifinformed, having only 
rode by the foot of it w ; for it hath about one-third Moham- 
medans , and the reft all Jews . It hath an academy which i9 
Learned ftill famous, and much reforted to, and hath had fome learned 
men. profelTors in it ; and, though the JewiJh nation have for a 
good while loft their relilh for learning, yet they fend their 
children to be inftru&sd in the Hebrew tongue ; for it i* 
their notion, that it can be no*\vhere taught in its purity fo 
well as« there ; and Sapheta is now become what Tiberias 
was once. The reader may fee in the margin an account of 
Rallies, their moft celebrated rabbies and prdteflbrs (P). * All that we 

need 

* Fuller’s Pifgah fight, p. in. Stochove's Voy. of 
the Levant, p. 342. 

and difficult of accefs ; and con- eludes the four different fenfes 
fcquently more free from the of the Old Teftament j the P is 
incurfions of the plunderiftg the literal, R the myftical, D 
Arabs, * the enigmatical, and S the hid- 

(P) It is plain, from Bcnja - den or concealed (34). 
min de Tudela's not mentioning The, next was Dominic of Je* 

it, that it mult have been foum^ rufaletn , who taught fome time, 
ed fince he wtfs in Judea ; that and had been dubbed Ra<v, or 
is, fince the twelfth century, doctor, in it after he had finifh* 
Accordingly, we do not find cd his lludies and lectures on 
any perfons to have flourilhed the thalmud. But hfc was ftill 
in it till the latter 0 end of the more famed for his lkill in phy- 
thirteenth. The firft, and one fic ; for which he was fent for 
of the moft celebrated, was to Conjiantimple , and became 
Mofes , furnamed Cordowro and the Sultan s phyfician. He lived 
Corduben/is , from the city of till the beginning of the laft cen- 
Corjlo'va, his native place, who tury j and, having embraced 
left it, and retired to this city ; Chriftianity, tranflated the New 
and was perhaps ore of the firft Teftamenc into Hebrew, and 
founders of that academy. He * anfwered fome objections which 
was reckoned the moft learned the JewiJh rabbies made againft 
cabbalift that hath been fince the martyrdom of St. Stephen . 
Simeon Jock hides, formerly men- Murjius feems to mention two of 
tioned. He hath left a werk in the fame name, both Jews by 
that kind, intituled, \ The Gar - birth, both phyficians to the 
den of Pcmgranatcs (33); where- Sultan , and both new convert* 
in the paradife or ‘garden in- to Chriftianity $ Jaut, in all 

1 

o 

(33) See Can tidei y chap . iv, ver, 13. (34) Bartojoe, ubi j up, tom , it. p, 130. 
torn* li. />. %%z. 
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need add, is, %at there is not a city in Paleftine, where 
they have fubfiiled fo long, and even to this day, and' with 
fo much credit and fafety. They had likewife fet up here » 
printing-houfe for Hebrew books, as they had likewife at 

Thejfa - 


likelihood, they have been fplit 
into two without any reafon 

(35i- 

But thofe who have done 
moil credit to this academy, 
were the learned Mofs Trani 
and Jofeph Karo , who prtiided 
in it about the middle of the 
1 6th century. The former was a 
native of Trani, a city in Puglia, 
and taught here with fuch luc- 
cefs, that he t*as ftiled. The 
Light of Jfrael, the Sinaite of 
Mount Sinai, and the Rooter up 
of Mountains ; becaufe he takes 
off all the difficulties that occur 
in the law. His 'work is not a 
fet of fermom, as Buxtorf hath 
imagined 5 for the title of it 
* ihews it to be*a body of Jew- 
ijb laws, wherein that author 
goes back to their fountain- 
head, and diftinguifhes between 
thofe penned by Mofes , thofe 
which have been transmitted by 
oral tradition, and thofe which 
are only founded on the decifi- 
ons of their JewiJh dodlors (36). 
Jofeph Karo was a native of 
Spain , whence he retired into 
Galilee , where he died, an. 
1575. He wrote fo well on thA 
rights of the JewiJh nation, that 
he was called. The Prodigy of 
the World ( 37 ). 

Befides thofe do&ors which 
were Grangers, Sapheta wa« not 
without fome others that \ »re 
bred up in her bofom. M r es 
Aljheh was native of it, a d 


diftinguilhed himfelf in the fe- 
venteenth century, not only by 
his el6quent fermons, but by 
his learned commentaries upon 
fome part of the law. All the 
tides of his works are metapho- 
rical. One is called. The Eye 
of Mofes ; another, T he Rofe of 
Sharon ; a 3d, The Lily of the 
Valley ; 4th, Good Words ; 5 th, 
Comforting Words ; 6 th, The 

Portion of the Lawgiver ; 7 th, 
Hundred Gates ; 8th, Mofes V 
Burden ; 9th, The Warrior t 
Looking glafi ; 10th, The Voice 
of the fVeepers 5 1 1 th. The Lavs 
of Mofes; and fome others of 
the like nature. He is much 
admired for aiming Bill at fomc- 
thing new in his ^xpofitions of 
Scripture, and for his fondnefs 
for ancient writers above the 
moderns ; ar.i fairly relates 
their fen tiznents, even when they 
favour the Chriftians. He doth 
not, for inflance, difguife that 
the Meffiah was to be a man of 
0 forrows, £3 fc. ( 38). On the con- 
trary, he proves it, by the three- 
fold diftin&ion which the An- 
cients have made of thofe af- 
flictions, viz.* 1 Of thofe which 
related to the patriarchs : 2* 
Thofe that related to the people 
of God : and 3. Thofe that 
related to the Meffiah. But he 
is not fo exalt and uniform in 
the application of thefe pro- 
phecies j feeing fome of them, 
he abfurdly refers back quite 


(35) LJic. Murf, Relation? delta citta de Conflantinopoli , con. Riti % Del. 

Ottoman 0 Imperio, p. 34 Bafrt. uht fup. e. xxviii. 4. (36) Bartel, tom. iv« 

p. 31. (37) Ibid. tom. iii. p. S19. Vid-JVotf, J^afnag. (38) Ifaiak IttU 

Moo. Hist. Vox.. XIII. Bb 


to 
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Thejfalonica and Conjiantinople, which were afterwards fup- 
prefled by the Porte 

Few Jews The Jews are ftill in much fmaller numbers at Jerufalem , 
mt Jerufa- where there are reckoned only about 100 families, who live 
1 cm. moftly upon Mount Sion , and a few of them are employed 
in the cuftoms, or by the governor as fecretarics and clerks ; 
and all the reft are poor beggars, who live chiefly upon alms 
fent to them from their richer brethren in the Eaft and 
Weft ( (£J. Thefe have hammered out a ftrange excufe for 

their 

* Dehis vid. Maittair's Annal. Typogr. OrlandiOric. 
della Stampa. Palmer's Hill, of Printing. 

to Mofes , which plainly belong took the degree of do&or; and 
Chrill (39). then came to Amfterdam , where 

R. Samuel Ozida was likevvife he rendered himfelf famous for 
born at Sapheta , and was a ce- the judgment which he patted 
lcbrated preacher. He wrote on the validity of a willinfa- 
^ commentary on the Lamenla- vour of 3 baftard fon, which 
tions of Jeremy, w hich he'fliles, was afterwards ratified by eigh- 
The Bread of Tears. Mofes Na- ty feven rabbies of Germany and 
gaira was another native of Ga- Thejfalonica. He was after- 
lilee ; though fome make him wards ‘ chofen judge by the 
a Portuguese, ^n account of his Jews of Hamburgh ; and foon 
name. He likewife taught at after patted into Poland , where 
Sapheta, and hath left a com- he turned Chriftian, and be- 
mentary on the Pentateuch, came jeweller to Sigijmund III. 
which is much efteemed by the He was afterwards fent by him 
Jews. to Conftantinople , under pretence 

The laft we (hall mention was of buying precious ftones, and 
the famed R. Judah Jona, a was there feized as a fpy ; and 
native of the place, and mailer would have loft his life, had 
ofour Bartolocci, and who in- not the Venetian ambattador re- 
fpired him with the defign of deemed him. He fettled next 
writing his Bibliotheca Jlabbini- t at Rome, where he taught Bttr- ‘ 
ca , fo often quoted in this chap- * tolocci the Hebrew tongue 3 and 
ter. Judah Jona was defeend- is faid to have had fuch a tena- 
ed from a Spanijh family, which cious memory, that, if the that- 
retired irito T ufcany upon the mud had been loft, he tould 
edid of 'king Ferdinand 1 and have recovered it. He died 471. 
bei«g thence again expelled by 1668 (40). 
pope Pius V. patted into the ( OL) Nothing can be a 
Eaft, and fome of them at Sa- greater proof of their extreme 
j pheta, where Jona was born, poverty, than the- frequent de- 
Here he finilhed his ftudies, and putations they fend to maker • 

• 

(39) R. M. Aljbcb. In IJai. ex verf. Conftant . VRmpertur free fat. & f, 
%\l, 238, 240. Bafaag. ubi fup. 6. Wolf. Bibl . Habr. N. 1523,^. 8o8, & 
(40) Bartokc, « ibt fup, tom, iii. Wolf, Bibl, Hetbr, N, 720, ^436. 

collections 
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their want of zeal, and their averfenefs to fettle in that holy Their prel 
city. They tell us, that it is to be reduced to allies at the tenet fir 
coming of the Meffiah, by a fire from Heaven, which is to lt * 
be immediately followed by a miraculous rain that fhall ex- 
tinguifhit*; to the end that the holy {>lace maybe purified 
by fire and water, from the pollutions which the Chriftians 
and Mohammedans have committed in it ; their fear there- 
fore of being involved in that dreadful conflagration, they 
tell you, is the motive that keeps them from dwelling near it. 

They would doubtlefs fpeak more fincerely, if they Wned, frue 
that the little traffic^that is carried on there, the heavy im- rea f Qn 0 f 
pofts laid on*theni by thft Turks , the extreme poverty which a . 
reigns among them that live in it, and the inlults and mor- 
tifications they are expofed to from the Mohammedans, who 
have an equal, if not a greater, veneration for that city, and 
many Santons living in it, are the reaidifeouragements that 
keep them from fettling there. 

Thru f. was the famed Rabbi Jaacob in this city at the time j aa ; 
that Selim took it, at the beginning of the fixteenth century, cob, A.C| 
who compiled a learrfed work, called, % Thc eye of Ifracl , which 1517. 
was a collection *of the various expofitions of the law which 
are found in the thalinud. Several doftors had already com- 
piled all that concerns* the queftions of JcwiJh rights and 
rites ; but Jaacob collefted thofe that relate to fhe law, and 
are fcattered in that large volume. He did not live to finifh 
his defign, but left it to his fon Levi, who was no lefs 
learned than his father ; and who completed, publiflied, and 
prefaced it with lively tokens of forrow for his father's un- 
timely death. And it was on account of this work, that a Jl rupture 
violent rupture happened among the contemplative profeflors among the 
of Sapheta , which lafted during Levi's whole life. But, af- rabbits of 
ter his death, the jealoufy* which his learning had raifed, Sapheta, 
began to cool, his memory to be revered, and his book, A * jj* 
which faved the reading of Several large vplumes, was re- ' 
ceived with great applaufe (R)*. 

We 

collections in other parts for Jews there having deputed him 
their maintenance. 1 1 was up. to beg*fomc relief for them from 
on this errand, that Jaacob Te- thefe parts ; and it was, upon 
tntrita palled through Franck- his return thither, that Mr. 
ford, Germany and Holland, an. Ludolph lent tome letters by him 
1684. His father wa% one of to the Samaritans of 'Mount 
thofe, who, on his leaving of Garmzisn, to whom he was 
Tortugal, had retired to*a froall knOvvn. 

town in Judea called Tomer, ( R ) Leg de Modena, a learned 
not far from Sapheta. The Italian rabbi of the lall century, 
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We read of another learned of this city, whofe ava- 
rice or ambition induced him to make fuch a fair profeffioii 
of Chriftianity, that he, by degrees, raifed himfelf to the dig- 
nity of patriarch of Jeriifakm (S), after having gone thro* ‘ 
all the inferior ones with great applaufe. Not yet fatisfied 
with his good fortune, he removed thence to Conjlantinople , in 
hopes of obtaining the patriarchate of it, which was then va^ 
cant ; but being there feized with a dangerous ficknefs, which 
made him think himfelf near his end, he fent for feveral bi- 
(hops, and a much greater number of Jewi/h doftors, to his 
bed-fidc, to whom he openly declared/ that he had always 
believed the Jewi/h religion to be the bell ; that’he renounced 
his bifhoprick of Jcritfalem , in order to die in his old faith, 
which he had nSvcr forfaken but in word to the great 
aftonilhment of thofe that heard him efpccially of all thofe 
whom he bad fo long deceived in a church, where the inten- 
tion of the prieft is declared neceflary for the adminiftering 
and efficacy of the facraments. 

The Jews in Syria are much mor$ numerous and flou- 
*ri filing than in Judea f They have always had their fyna- 
gogues, chakams, and learned men at Damafcus z . Befides 
which, they have gor from the Chrjftians a celebrated fpot 
of ground, pretended to fee that where Elijah the prophet 
called Eli (ha to be his fervant \ and where they have reared a .1 
fumptuous fynagogue inftcad of the church which the Chrif- 
tians had bufit. They have likewife a public burying- 
gronnd near th£ city, which is only parted by an alley from 


y Hu ar. continuat. Phil. Cypr. Chron. Eccl. Grace, p. 497, & 
feq. Ap.Basnag. ub.fup. c. 28. §.ult. * Thevenot's Voyage 
of the Levant, lib. i. tom. iv. p. 50. * 1 Kings xix. 19, & feq. 


afterwards gave that work the 
iinilhing ilrokc, by adding to it , 
the fentiments of feveral learn* 
ed rabbies that were wanting in 
ic, and a table cf the chief 
matters/ for the more readily 
finding them. He intityled his 
additions, The Houfe of Judah ; 
and his table, The Bread of the 
Houfe of and publifhed 

both an. 1635. 

(S) As this patriarch was no 
friend to the Jefuits, it is flill 
doubtful, whether he was really 
guilty of fuch enormGus diflimu- 


lation, or whether they have 
not charged him with it only to 
tarnifh his memory. It is not 
indeed eafy, at this diflance, 
to come at the truth of it : how- 
ever, fuppofing the fall true, 
he is not the only Jew by a 
great number that hath done fo; 
witnefs what we haVe faid of 
thofe in Spain and Portugal , who 
dill follow tips” di Aim ulation, 
thought they have not fo-much 
honefty as to confefs it at their 
deaths. 


that 



C. i.' btfperfion of the Jews. 373 

that of the Chriftians *>. They are no lefs numerous at Alep- at Alep- 
po, which is the ancient Berea, and where they have ftately P°* 
fynagdgues, drive a coniiderable traffic, and fignalize them- 
felves* in an uncommon manner on all public fhows and fef- 
tivals, efpecially on the birth of young princes, in order to 
ingratiate themfelves with the Ottoman court, and with the 
governor of the place c . 

It was in this city that the infamous Zabathai Tzevi, an- The falfi 
other falfe Mefliah, was born ; and, notwithftanding his mean Mejiah 
extraft and education (T), formed the defign of fetting up for Zabathai 

v the Tzevi, 

b StochoV Vo y. of ^hc Levant, p. 314. e Id. ibid. an. 

1638. 

(T) Some make him a na- cute their fentencc, they con- 
tive of Smyrna, but more of tented jhemfclves with banilh- 
Aleppo. He was a poulterer’s mg him. 

fon, and was fcarcely come from He palled over to Thejfaloni- 
fchool, before he began to ca, a city where the Jews were 
preach in the ftreet^and fields, very numerous ; and which, 
even before the fyrks* who only confcqucntly, appeared a vefy 
laugh’d at him, whilft his difri- fit place to play his tricks in ; 
pies highly admired him. He % buthewasfoon banifhed out of 
married a young Jewefs in the it, and from Athens and other 
twenty-fourth year of his age, *Greck towns, and retired to 
and divorced her immediately Alexandria. He had by this 
after, without having touched time taken for his third wife, a 
her. He took a fecond, with young JewiJh woman that had 
whom he lived in abftinence, been dcbaiAhed, and whom her 
probably to dazzle the eyes of parents had left in Poland under 
the multitude, by bis pretended the care 0/ a Chriftian noble- 
love of chaftity. He converfed man. Tzevi gave out, that the 
fo long with the writings of the* foul of her father, loofed from 
prophets, that it is fuppofed to the body, had paffed from Afia 
have in fome meafure turned his into Poland, to tranfport her 
brains, by endeavouring to a p- Hark naked into his houfe ; and 
ply them to himfelf ; infomuch married hef after file had tra- 
that he fancied he could fly up veiled with him through German 
into the air, and blamed his fol- ny and Italy ; and he found crc- 
lotfers for not having perceived dit enough amongithofe of his 
him mounted on the clouds, natjon to have her looked upon 
He alfo pretended to do other as the queen of his futurg em- 
miracles by the power of the pire. His brother, who was a 
name Jehovah ; for which fome tobacconjft at Franckfort, left 
of the wifer fort fummoned him his (hop to go to him, in hopes 
before the fynagogift, and con- to get fome of the bed pods 
demned him to death. But, as under him $ and had the com- 
{hey could not get any to cxe- fort to be added to the vad 

B b y number 
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the great deliverer of Ifrael. As this impofture exceeds any 
tiling we have met with of that kind among the many falle 
mefnahs that have appeared hitherto, both as to its circu al- 
liances and confequences, and is, notwifhftanding; ftf little 
known, the reader will be glad, no doubt, of an account of 
what is mofl material in this whole tranfaftion. 

We have feen in the lafl note both his extract, and the 
method he took to gain credit among . thofe of his nation, 
notwithftanding the ftfenuous oppofition of the beft and 
mpft learned of them. To make his character moft confpicu- 
ous and agreeable to the prediftions of the prophets, there 
was a ncceffity that it ihouid be ufljcred in by an Eliah , or 
forerunner ; and he made choice accordingly of a very noted 
Jew at Gaza, named Nathan Levi , or, according to others, 
Benjamin , a very fit perfon to promote his deiign ; and who 
gave the more eafily into it, becaufe, according to the in- 
terpretation of the c&bbalifts on a paflfage of Daniel, the 
MefEah was to appear on or about the year 1675. His firfl: 
ftep was to afTemble all the Jews at Jerufalem, and to abo- 
lifh the faft which was there celebrated in the month of 
June following, becaufe it was now incon/iiUut with the 
flews him coming of the Mcfliah. After which, he fnewed Tzevi to 
to them . them, and told them, that he was the miraculous perfon who, 

was to be their deliverer, aad to deftroy the Ottoman em- 
pire, on November following. He met however with frefh 
oppofition from thewifer fort, who plainly forefaw, that this 
intended infurra^ion would go near to caufe the ruin of 
their nation in thtit empire ; upon which they pronounced 
Condemned him an impoftor, anathematifed, and condemned him to 
So death . death, alleging, that he neither had the charatteriftics of a 
Mcfliah, nor Levi thofe of his forerunner (U). 

TZEVI ; 


His pre* 
turfor 


number of the fools he had al- 
ready made. So well had the 
cheat hitherto fucceeded thro' 
the credulity of the Jews. 

(U) He was thereupon forced 
to leave Jerufalem , and to go to 
Smyrna and ConJiantinopleS in 
whicti lad he expeftec! a plen- 
tiful harvell of difciples ; but 
the Jenvs there had already been 
informed by letters from the 
twenty-five rabbies, who had 
excommunicated him, of the 
Sentence patted againft hyn; in 


which they pronounced him an 
impious wretch, and that who- 
ever killed him, ftould do an 
acceptable fervice to God, and 
gain many fouls to him. This 
obliged him to poll away back to 
Smyrna where his prefence was 
neceflary upon another accounti 
viz. tq receive four ambafla- 
dors fept him by hi$ pretended 
precurfor {0 acknowlege him 
for the Mefliah. This embafly 
impofed ftill more upon thq 
people $ infomuch that feveral* 
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TZEYU however, who found His pitrjy giuch more 
numerous than that of his oppofers, caufed them to affemble 
in the great fynagogue of Smyrna,, where he feveral times 
pronounced the name Jehovah , and made fome few altera* 
tions in their liturgy ; whilft the audience not. only ac- 
knowleged his authority, but pretended to behold fomething 
divine in his perfon. A frefli fenteuce of anathema and death, 
pronounced againft him by the rabbies, did not in the leaft 
intimidate him ; becaufe he knew that none would dare to 
put it in execution againft him. He went however to the Bribes tie 
Kadi, whom his friends had found means to gain, tnd put Kadi ; 
himfelf under his pmte&ion ; the giddy multitude giving out, 
that they had feen fire tome out of his mouth like a pillar, 
which had obliged them to protect inftead of putting him to 
death"; upon which he was brought ba*k in triumph, ac- 
companied with ftiouts out of Pfalm cxviii. ver. 16, The 
right hand of the Lord is exalted, &«. 

As he wanted now nothing but a throne to complete his eretls lit 
character, he caufed one to be raifed for himfelf, from which throne. 
he (poke to his fubiefts ; and another for his queen, as he 
(tiled her. He gave them likcwife.a new fet form of faith, 
which all the ’world was to receive as from the mouth of 
the Meffiah. Some of tliofe who oppofed it, were forced, to 
fave themfelves by fliglit ; others, who had been incredulous 
till then, owned themfelves convinced, being either really Impofiton 
fo, or borne away by the torrent ; and were induftrious in the jews, 
applying to him the accompliftiment of th|£ divine oracles. 

When he found himfelf raifed to this hqght of authority, 
he ordered the Sultan' s name to be erafed out of the Jeviifb 
liturgy, and his own to be written in its Head. After which 
he began to difpenfe the high dignities of his future kingdom 
among his moft (launch favourites, (filing himfelf the king His title. 
of kings of Ifrael, and his brother Jofph Tzcvi, king of 
kings of Judah. He embarked at length for Conftantiriople, 
in a fmall veffel, whilft the reft of his followers went thither 
by land, and was nine-and-thtrty days at fea ; by which time jppre- 
the Grand Seignor, being informed of his coming, fent or- hen/ted and 
ders* to his Vilir dzem to apprehend him, and have him fe- bajiona- 
verely baftonadoed, which was accordingly done. deed. 

% 

of their dodlors were caught by thetic fermons to them there, 

\t. What added dill more which had«fuch an effieft upon 
weight to it,* was his aftefled them, that they could no longer 
humility, his frequent walhings, refill acknowleging him for their 
his being the firlt at their fyna- king, and making fuitable pre- 
gpgues j but efpeeially his pa- fents to^him. t 
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*The blind - The were not at all furprifed at this accident, but 
nefsofbis began to recoiled, that, according to Levi's prediction, the 
followers. Meffiah was to be concealed 'nine months* during which he 
was to be a great fufferer ; fo that they looked upon this mif- 
fortune as an accomplifhment of that prediction. Tzevi , on 
the other hand, being afked, why he had taken upon him- 
felf the title of king ? anfwered, that it was done againft his 
will, and to avoid the refentment of the Jews, who forced 
Confinedin to lta This anfweV obliged the vifir, who was then pre- 
tbe Dar- paring/or his departure into Candia , to ufe him more mild- 
danels. iy, and to confine him in the Dardanels , which was looked 
upon as a new miracle; and the Jewf began, to give out, 
that it was out of the Sultan's power to put him to death, 
feeing he had not done it. There came, immediately after, 
a vaft concourfe bf them to the Dardanels , where, having 
by dint of prefents bribed the governor, they went and made 
much richer ones 1 6 their meffiah, who, being thereby 
greatly puffed up, gave orders to have his birth-day cele- 
Sends am- brated ; and fent ambaffadors to all the Jews to declare to 
bajfadors them, that he was the Meffiah, and to acquaint them with 
to the fhe miracles which he pretended to have wrought, and was 

Jews. flill to work. He gave at the fame time, a plenary indul- 

gence to thofe that fhonld go ami oflia their devotions at his 
mother’s tomb ; and the Jews, on their part, came in fhoals 
to pay their tiomage to him in his prifon. Even thofe of the 
Portugueze fynagoguc at Jmjtcrdam, compofed a form of 
prayer, which T/as to be ufed by thofe who went to Adriano - 
Oppofed inP le to f ee this pretended Meffiah d . But, in the height of 
bis prifon.* H his fuccefs, came one Nchemiah Cohcn y a Poli/b Jeiv, to 
' his very prifon to prove him an xinpoftor; and, the more ef- 
fectually to ruin him, turned Mohammedan , and revealed the 
whole myfiery to the Kaimakan. The Mufti being alfo ac- 
quainted with it, was highly exafperated that fuch a man 
fhould be fuffered to live, who difgraced the Mohammedan 
religion by pretending to be the Meffiah. Application was 
% thereupon made to the Sultan , who ordered the impoflor 
« K^obe brought to him at Adrianoplc , and that he fhould be 

t^sSian!P ierced tkrou g h with a fword or dart to try whether hfe was 
" invulnerable. 

Tumsffto- F Z E F I, alarmed at this, found no other way to efcape 
ham me- than by turning Mohammedan , by the advice, and after the 
dan ; example, of the Sultan' s phyfician, who had done fo before. 

His wife turned likewife, and all th ejrqrs hearing of it, were 
greatly furprifed and dilheartened. t But his cabbaliftical 

f Simon. Letters, tom. ii. p. 19. 
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friends found niearis to keep up their hopes by affirming, 
that the Meffiah was to be for lome time among the Turks, 
as EJiher had formerly been with king Ahajhuerus ; but all 
the % wifer Jews were covered with lhame at his apoftacy and 
impofture (W). Nevertjielefs, fuch was the credulity of the 
greateft part of them, that, though Tzevi was afterwards ***? ** It*. 
beheaded, by order of the Grand Seignor , the generality of 
them believe him to be ftill alive, another impoftor being Pretended 
fince rifen, as it were out of his tomb, who perfuaded to be /HU 
them, that that was the real Meffiah ; and that he Ihould ap- alive. 
pear again in the world in a glorious manner. This new 
event being ftill ftior^ Angular, and little known, we (hall 
give it now to our readers, as it was communicated by Mr. 

Hochepied , the then conful at Smyrna , to the late Mr. Cuper , 
an. 1707) and by him of Mr. Bafnage , author to the hiftory 
of the Jews. The letter is to the following purport c : 

“ TZEVI being beheaded by order of the Sultan , was Anewim- 
“ in a manner forgot, when a Jew , named Daniel Ifrael , p 0 ft 0 r prn- 
“ who had dwelt in that city ( Smyrna ) fix or feven years, claims bis 
“ took it into hi^ head to perfjiade his nation that he is ftill fecond 
“ alive, and concealed in fome corner, where he is to eon- comings 
“ tinue about forty-five years : after which, faid he, he wijl 
“ appear again, according to Daniel's prophecy, to this pur- 
M pofe f s And from the timejhat the daily facrifice Jhall bt 
“ taken away, and the abomination of the chfolation fet vp, 

€t fhalt elapfe one thoufand two hundred and ninety days : 
u bleffed is he that watcheth and cometh to the 1335 days! 
u when he ftiall appear and deliver his people. Tnefe days 
€t are prophetic years ; the accompli foment of which he 
“ makes to fall precifely to the term of forry-five years after 
" the death (or, as that new impoftor words it), the retreat 
“ of Sabathai Tzevi. • 

“ This Daniel continues the conful , €i is neither rabj>i nor Some fir- 
“ dottor, but one that reads the law in the fynagogue, and prijing 
“ ufes divers artifices to deceive thofe thgt hear him ; and it tricks per- 
“ is hard to guefs by wfiat means he doth them. Being 

• 

* e Letter of Mr. Hochepied, conf. of Smyrn. to Mr. Cuper, 

January 6th, 1703. f Chap. xii. ver. 11, 12. # 

m 9 

(W) This was, it ftems, what The three impoftors mentioned 
gave birth to the book, intitu- by this we are fpeaking of, were 
led. The three Impoftors , differ- Zabathoi Tzrui, Mahomed Bey , 
ept from another of 'the fame alias John Cigala, and P ¥ aare 
title, much talked’of, but, pro- Ottomano (41). 
bs)bly, never feen,w compiled. 

(41) Fid. Bofnog ubi fup . lib^vt. c. 17, §. 25, 
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formed by “ fsated’ at table, he pronounces thefe words m Hebrew 
him. “ with a loud voice, / have heard , and my entrails were 
“ troubled ; and at once rifes up with fuch velocity, that 
“ one would imagine he was carried off by iome (upcrior 
u force. As he moves farther, one fees in the air behind 
“ him a globe of fire, which feems to follow all his motions, 
u until he turns his face about towards the beholders ; and 
as he tacks about, he is heard to pronounce thefe words, 
u The Lord is king , the Lord is king, the Lordjhall reign for 
iC ever and ever ; at which time the fiery globe is feen to 
tc remove itfelf upon his breaft, where the word Jehovah 
“ appears written upon it ; but prefently after difappears.” 
These prodigies (with fome other juggling and furprifing 
G tricks, which the above letter mentions, but which we omit 

Tewt taken f° r brevity’s fake B ) have aftonifhed a great number. of Jews; 
with them. an ^ among them the famed Abraham Michael Raphael Car - 
dojb, who dwells in Catidia . They will not believe Daniel 
to be a magician, but a real prophet, who afts by the power 
of God ; and that, a$ he affirms it, Sabathai Tzevi is ftill alive, 
and wait with impatience for his appearing •, and, in the 
m<ftn time, celebrate the. 2 6th of Kajlew, or 18th of De- 
cember, which is his birth -day, with great folemnity. 

Neither the Chriltians, nor th$ Kadi, would have 
The cheat known any thing of this import ure, had there not happened 
difeovered. a rupture amotfg the Jews ; for to do the wifer fort of them 
juftice, they ftrenuoufly oppofed the impoftor ; fo that of ne- 
ceffity the matter# broke out, and was brought before that 
judge, to whom they offered a fum of 175 rixdollars, to caufe 
him to be expelled the city, in order to wipe off thern- 
felves the fhame of fuch a cheat. DaniePs friends at the fame 
time offered a much larger fum to fave him ; and, though 
thefe officers commonly turn the*fcale to the heavieft fide, yet 
the Kadi, fearing left he fhould be called to an account for 
Kadi ha- ^ avm 8 protetted one of Tzevi' s difdples, who was railing a 
nijhes him . man f rom the dead, whom the Pvrte had caufed to be exe- 
* * cuted, aftually banifhed him ; and he continued fome time 

1 at the fmall town of Cajfaba , in the valley of Magnefia, . near 
the river Ormus , and ftill pretended to return to Smyrna with 
all his follower^ ; becaufe tfie government of the Kad\ was to, 
expiry within fix months. 

Since then, Mr. Cttper, willing to know how the matter 
The end cf™* en( kd, received *a letter from Mr ,'Heyman, minifter of 
that impef- the Flemijk church at Smyrna , which gav§ him an 'account, 
Sure* That the death of Cardofo , who maintained the impoftor,' 
and had been murdered by his fon-in-kw a tCrand Cairo A 

I Sep Basna q\ 1 ^» ix. c. 27. $. 19, & feq. 
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jhad put a final end to the cheat ; that the murderer fled 
into a Turkijb mofgue, and turned Mojtem, but doth not tel! 
us what became of Daniel IfiraeL Cardofo was, it feems* a 
greftt admirer of Nofirodamus’s prediftions, which he had 
read at Salamanca , whilft he was a ftudent there h . We 
need not here obferve* from what has been related above, 
how numerous, powerful, and flourifhing, they are in all 
thefe Turkifh dominions ; and, indeed, they have found 
means, though defpifed by all the* Mohammedans , to make 
fhemfelves fo ufeful to* them, that there is hardly any traffic x ews carm 
carried on without them, but especially with the dhriftians, iy on 
with whom they ffiorn^o deal without a JcwiJb go-between, great traf r 
or broker ; and as the Turks are commonly boneft and well-/*-, 
meaning, they feldom fail of being made the dupes of both, 
and the Jews of being well paid for thSir knavery : fo that 
they would of courfe grow vaftly rich, if the government did 
not load them with heavy taxes for thtfliberty they enjoy. But 
JjCt us now pafs on to thofe in Ethiopia , Egypt, and the reft 
of Africa, during thefe three laft centuries. 

We begin with .Ethiopia, where they live more peaceably, T 
and more eafify maintain themfelves by the conformity thfcre Ethiopia, 
is between their religion and cuftoms, and thofe of the Ethi- * 
opians (X), who boaii themfelves to be fprung from the fame 
flock. Thofe that live here #never received the thalmud, 
nor any of that heap of traditions under whicli their religion 
is buried in other places. Upon the inundation of the Sara - 
cens into that country, they went and fheltsred themfelves in 
Abyjfmia , where they met with a very kind reception 1 ; and 

b Heyman’s Let. to Mr. Cuper, 29th Jan. 1707. Lv- 
dolph’s Hilt. Ethiop. 1 . ii. c. 1. 

(X) We (hall have occafion. their king David* in the letter.he 
to fpeak more folly of the reli- fent to pope Clement vii. taking 

f ion of the Ahyjfniqns in their the following titles upon Aim ; 

iftory, and (hall here content David, beloved of God, the pillar 
ourfelves with obferving, that of faith, fp'ttngfrom the tribe of 
they not only agree with the Judah, the fin of David, the 
Jevjs in feveral cuftoms, fuch as fin of Solomon, the fin of the 
circhmcifion , drift observance pillar of Sion, and tf the feed of 
of the Sabbath, and abftain- Jaacob. Mr. Ludolph (42) doth 
ing from fwine's flefti, but their indeed think, that that prince 
kings boaft themfelves to be fwellcd thofe titles on thisbcca- 
defeended from thofe oftthe an- (ion abovg the common ftand- 
cient Jew, and bear for their ard * but that doth not hinder 
arms a lion holding sf crofs, with their believing themfelves to be 
this mQtto ; The Lion* of Judah defeended from thofe JewiJh 
f0h conquered. We find likewife monarch*. 

{42) LMpb'i Bifiy 7 . ii r. i« 

' * *hey 
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they ftill pretend to be very numerous and powerful there, 
and to have been mailers of fome confiderable kingdoms in 
it (Y). It is not eafy to guefs how early they were fettled 
in this country ; but if we may believe a modern traveller, 
who hath been in thofe parts, there were not any to be 
found in any part of Ethiopia, except upon a vail high and 

(Y) An Arabian author, who try, and go and conquer the 
has written a panegyric on the Holy Land , and put it under his 
Ethiopians , tells us, that the government. 
maiTacre \>f all the inhabitants Peritfol fays, that the pope 
having been refolved on, they ap- granted hip* his requell, and 
plied themfelyes to the Arabian lent h*n home in a veflel loaded 
king, and begged, that they with cannon and other warlike 
might be treated like the people engines, and a proper number 
of the Scripture , whfch, in the of engineers. He -adds, that, 
Arabic (tile, fignifies the Jews, during his eight months Hay at 
They are called by Mohammed, Rome , the cardinals and perfons 
the people of the book, mean- of diftin&ion invited him, and 
ing the Old Teflament (43) ; fo offered to vifit him, but that he 
that the Ethiopians only defired refufed both. He was wont to 
to^have the fame treatment with ride on a nlule about the ilreets, 
the Jews ( 44); which the Arabian to obferve all the curiofities of 
prince granted to them, on con- the place ; and went fo far one 
dition they Ihould wear a fear day as to ride a good way up 
on their face, by way of diftinc* into the church of St. Peter • 
tion. 9 and when he was bid to. come 

We pafs by here the pre- down, he only anfwered. Do 
tended ambalfy feat by the king well , O God, unto lfrael ! The 
of Ethiopia to pqpe Clement reader may fee a fuller account 
VII. mentioned by R. Gedaii- of this embaffy in the three au- 
ah (45), and by Peritfol (46), of thors lall quoted, as well as a 
which a little fwarthv JewiJh confutation of it in Burtolocci 
rabbi wa* the chief, and paipe (47), and Bafnage (48), which 
to beg his holinefs*s alMance ; " we omit for want of room ; and, 
and that he would fend his maf- for the fame reafon, we Shall 
ter cannons, bombs, and other pafs by likewife all the fabulous 
ammunition, together with en- (lories about this country being' 
gineers, and other proper per- ‘the true Prefer John' s, and of 
ions, to defend )iis kingdom 4- the fabbation, or fabbatic river, 
gainlltheincurfionsofthe^r^, which never flows during the 
and other bad neighbours ; in Sabbath, and others of the like 
return for which, the king his kind, Which are foreign to the 
maMer was to fend his holmefs defign of this chapter, 
fpices of all forts from his coun- 

(43) Reran, fur. iii. p, 38. (44) Hettinger. Hi ft. Orient, lib. i. e. a* p. 114. 
Bajrtag. lib. ix. c. 39. z. (45) Sbaljbeletb Ha kk aba la , fub. An. Cbr. 1524. 
( 44 ) Peritfol Cofmogr. c. xiv. p 93. & feq. Vid. (&*Ludotpb , ubi fup.'& tib. iii. 
e. 9. cemm. 5. (47 ) Sib l . Rabb . tern. i. p. 43. (48) Up. dtt JyJ f. Ub. ix. c. 19. 
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fpacious mountain in the heart of it, and inacceffible on all Their high 
fides but one, and that very rocky, difficult, and dangerous \fituathn. 
and*here it was that our author tells us they were feated k , 
the top of it having a molt delicious plain, of vaft extent, full 
of fmall brooks, fine fruits, and excellent pafturage, where 
they live in plenty of all things, without ever coming down, 
or having any communication with the inhabitants of AbyJJi - 
nia. Here it was that Claude , the fen of David , mentioned in Fidelity 
the laft note, being driven by bis brother, and Coranhato king 
king of Adel, took refuge, and was received by the Jews, Claude, 
wfth open arms, and defended by them with fuch bravery and A. C. 
faithfulnefs, againft the Forces of the latter, that* they obliged x 54®» 
them to retire, for which brave attion they enjoyed his pro- 
teftion aftjd friendfhip, after he had mounted the throne, dur- 
ing his whole reign. 

0 VIE D 0 , fent thither patriarch by pope Julius III. con- 
firms their living only in fuch high and inacceffible mountains ; 
and adds, that they had ftripped the Chriftians of many trafts 
of land upon them. He adds, tfiat the kings of Ethiopia can- 
not bring them into fubje&ion, by reafbn of the difficulty of 
coming at them ; fo that they live in a manner independent, 
and form a kind of republic of their own. They ftill main- g ieve 
tained themfelves in the fame independency towards the be- ^ e „d en t 
ginning of the laft century ; infomuch that *they were fome- j rom him . 
times dreaded by the Abyjfinian kings, and were matters of 
near three provinces of theirs. Sufneus #1 Sultan Saged, a 
bold and fuccefsful prince, who had g^ned feveral victories 
over the G alias, or Gallant , and died afterwards, an. 163 a, 
came at length againft them with a powerful army, and at- 
tacked them on their inacceffible rocks, and forced them to 
diflodge thence, and todifperfe themfelves thro* the kingdom *. 

Upon which fome of them retired quite up to the fprings Driven 
of the Nile , and among the Caffres ; others are ftill in the pro -f rom l ^ nr 
vince of Demba, where they apply themfelves to the iron andA^ 
woollen manufaftures ; which being odious to the Abyjfinians , bo s * 
are left wholly to them, on condition that they (hall furnifh • 
them with all the neceflary implements of war^ They have 
their fynagogues and free exercife of religion, in which they 
make ufe of the thalmudic Hebrew , tho’ they have not adopt- 
ed that book. They are likewife very numerous at tl?e court 
of the Abyjfmian prlhces, infomuch, that an Arabian who had 
been thfcre, told Mr. Ludolph that there were no lefs than 

k Joh. de CasVro Sinus Arab, feu Maris Ruhr. Itinerar. p. 

32. 1 Pauli V. Epift. ad Sufneuim ap. Ludolph. Comm, ad 
Hift, ^thiop. p.491. ~ 
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Live qui- 6o,ooo attending their camp m . They trade with the Chrifti- 
etly* ans as well as the Ethiopians, and live in perfeft friendihip with 
them. 4 

Great de- Those of Egypt were like to have undergone a more fe- , 
liverance verc hite, when Achmed, governor of it, revolted againft So- 
in Egypt, liman II. and laid a tax on them of 200 talents ; and becaufe 
A. C. they pleaded infolvency, and had brought but 15 talents into 
1524. the treafury, gave orders that all who had xpt paid ftiould be 
imprifoned\ But here* providence proved on their fide, 
Achmed jvas feized and put to death, and tranquility reftored 
to the city of Cairo, where they celebrated a feaft in memory 
•of their deliverance, and called it Najfimo, which fignifies 
both a miracle, and the port on which AchmecTs head was 
VaR mm- a ® xe< * °* That city was very full of Jews, moft of them very 
her, A.C. merc ^ ants ; hut the liberty that was granted 1 ' to their 
1673. nation, invited the reft to difperfc themfelvcs all over that coun- 
try, where they exercifed a great variety of trades, and carried 
on fome confiderable manufactures; and they pretend to have 
been there more numerous about this time than ever they 
were in Mofes's days, but their number, «we are ^fibred, is 
fince very much dwindled/ they having hardly any fettlements 
hjfened. except at Cairo, and fome of the maritime towns, but fo far 
from having any in the country, that th^y were obliged to go 
dilguifed, whenever trade, or £ ny other occafion, called them 
thither, to prevent being infulted 01 abufed by peafants and 
common people p . 

R. Mofes About the nfiddle of the 16th century flouriftied the 
Alefcar, famed Mofes AlefeaV , or the red (Z), who wrote a learned de- 
A. C. fence of Maimonides , in which he confuted all that had been 
* 55 S* objefted againft that learned rabbi. 

Jews in Most other known parts of Afric not only proteCl but 
Afric, encourage the JewiJh nation;* and they are the principal 
traders into the inland provinces, whence (hey bring not 

m Ap. LuDOLPH. iib. ii. c. 7. lib. iv. c. 5. N. 12. * Solom. 

Ben Virg. p.402. 0 Gantz Tzkmach, fub. an. p Van* 

sleb Relat. of Egypt, p. 15. 

t 

(Z) Suppofed from that fiy- Tab (4 p). Bnxtorf mentions 
name to be defeended from the one of them intituled Sepher 
noble "family de Rube is in that Haggeulah, or, a *Treatife on re- 
country. He wrote fane other demption /which was more pro- 
fmall treaties, befides Maim - bably wrote by R . Mofes Gerun* 
nides's defence, againft R. Shem denfes (50). 

( 49 J G'Jaliab Sbal&tktb. p. 6 3. Bu rtoloc, ub . fup. frJto. hr. #. 59, &&*• 
($Qj V/df, ub. fup . N. 1517.^*^03. 
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only (laves and gold-duft, but abundance of other commo- 
dities, efpecially gujns and phyficai drugs. The misfortune 

is, tjiat they adulterate every thing that comes thro* their 
hands. And fo rich fome of them are, that it was bv the bare rich and 
fpoil of one of them that Muley Archey, king of Taphilet, powerful. 
was enabled to feize on the province of Quiviana, and to dif- 
poffefs his brother, then king of Morocco and Fez ; in grati- 
tude for which he granted the Jews all their former privi- 
leges, and made Jofuah Ben Hamojheth prince of that na- 
tion q . His brother ljhmael 9 who fucceeded him, /avoured 

them (till more, and as an acknowlegement for the great 
fervices which he Rad aeceived from Dom. Jofeph de Toledo , 
during his difgrace at Miquenez , not only made him one of 
the principal officers of his houlhold, but lent him envoy into 
divers coufts of Europe , and he was the {Jferfon who conclud- 
ed the peace with the United Provinces , an . 1684 r . His 
fon had all the fame dignities confirmed to him. 

They had likewife been a long while fettled at Oran, and Betray 
were intrufted in fome of the higheft places in that city, yet Oran to 
fuch was their fidelity to the Spaniards, notwithftanding the the s P a ” 
ill treatment they had received front them, that they were the niards - 
people who betrayed i t to them, if it was not rather their avarice, 
arid the great fums w’fth which cardinal Ximenes bought their 
perfidy. However that be, they have continued very faithful 
to them ever fince ; and when it was in great danger from 
their neighbours, of being re-taken, the Jews refolved to 
lofe their lives in its defence ; and when tifb garrifon threa- 
tened to revolt, at another time, for want of pay and provi- 
fions, they fupprefled it by a timely fupply of both. All this Banijhed 
did not prevent their being banifhed from the place, an. 1 669 9 ^ from it, 
on what account is not eafy to guefs (A). Since which, they C- 
have not been able to get footfng into it. 1669. 

They have likewife been very numerous and flourifhing Numerous 
in the province of Suz, which formerly depended on the at Suz, 
kingdom of Morocco , but has been fince 'difmembered from A. C. 

it. They had in the capital of that principality a very rich * 
and,fumptuous fynagogue, which was ferved by feveral * 

* Hift. of Taphilet. * Hiftor. general de Barrios. Ba9Nag. 
ub. fup. §.17. * Hill, univerfal Judaic, de Miguel, defia$rios*. 

(A) Thqy do indeed, accufe which hafl been of long date 
the marquis dt las Voles to have hereditary in a Jewijb family : 
ufed feveral artifices at court, to but could not that have been 
obtain this edilt Of banilhment, done with lefs buftle and in- 
in order to bellow on an am- jufiice p 9 all the reft ? 
bitious/avourite woman a poll 
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priefts and officers. They had their judges and interpreters 
of the law, who were maintained at the charge of the people, 
and thefe get their living by traffic and labour. There are 
great numbers of them in the mountains of Morocco who 
are employed in the iron manufacture, building, and other 
fuch laborious employments, to which the inhabitants are 
averfe. But this doth not hinder others from trying their 
fortunes at court, and raifing themfelves to eminent polls. 

It was one of that nation, named Pacheco , who was fent am- 
bafladoreo the United Provinces, and died at the Hague, an. 

„ 1604, and was buried there with great pomp. Some time 

n-bmft after, their fynagogues having been demolilhed in the king- . 
A. C. dom of Fez, Muley Mohammed not only caufed them to be 
1660. rebuilt as food as he catfie to the throne, but made one of 
that nation his higfi treafurer and prime-minifter '' 

Jews in But of all other countries the Turkijh dominions have the 
Turky gfcateft number of, anS favour them moft, and ConJlantinof>le 
end Con- above all other places ; infomuch that there is neither lord or 
ttantino- merc hant, Mojlem or Chriftian, but hath one of them in pay, 
P le - w fco is the chief fteward of the houihold, makes all his bargains, 

faifps C are of affairs both St home and abroad t befides which 
they are employed by the ambaffadoi s, as well as the inhabi- 
tants, as couriers, in all their negotiations (B). We formerly 
took notice th*t they had their quarter in the fuburb of Ca- 
lata, called from thence the Jewry ; but it hath been lince 
removed to the fea-fide, where they have their fynagogue, 
houfes, and fhoffe, and have the privilege of felling of 
wine, of which fney make a confiderable gain, becaufe 
theirs is preferred to that of the Armenians, on account of 
the JewiJb law forbidding all mixtures ; fo that they reckon 
•Trade and theirs the pureft and beft. They carry on likewife a great 
privileges: commerce, and are brokers between the Turks and Chriftians, 

' antf lend money on ufury, as they do in moft other coun- 

Capita- tries (C). For all thefe privileges they pay a capitation to the 
tie*. , * . Porte, 

« Cario Marochenf. Regn. Defcript. p. 308—341. 

(B) They are accordingly mark of ignominy to them, be- 
diftifrguifhcd by their drefs into caofe every nation hath its par- 
two different orders; thofethat ticular diftindlion. 
belong to foreign brinces, or (Cl h vaftnumber of them are 
to their minitiers there, wear employed, likewife as porters ; 
the livery of thofe they ferve : but with this difadv4nta.ee, that 
the reft wear a high crown'd hat they are forbid the ufe of knots 
without a brim, with a bluiffi or of a bag filled with hay un- 
li aba n and flippers; which is no der their burdens, which is only 

allowed 
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Porte , but inftead of its being levied on them by the officer 
of the empire, they have agreed with him for a certain fum, 
whiclj is brought to him by the chief of each fynagogue, who 
lays it on them according to every man’s worth, by which 
the poorer fort are relieved from too heavy imports “. 

Notwithstanding all this, they have a great many Poverty. 
among them, whom extreme mifery obliges to turn Mtflems w , 
in which no other ceremony is required than an examination of 
the motives of their change, and their pronouncing the follow* 
ing words, La lllah lllalah Mohammed Refoul Allah ; *that is, 

There is no other Godjbut God, and Mohamtned is his prophet (D) ; 
bufc for the generality, they are very thriving and in great 
credit. The Chrirtians accufe one of^them that was phyrtci- 
an to Bajazet II. of having been bribed bj his fon Selim, to Bajazet 
poifon hiinlfh his flight to Demoticha\ which he had no foonerMJ 7 "^ 
done, than Selim caufed him to be put,to death *. But nei- A * 
ther Selim nor the Jew are charged by the Turks with that 
black deed ; Bajazet's death being looked upon by them to 
have been natural. However that be, it was a Jew named 
Michfes , who Out of fpight to the* Venetians, infpired Selim If. 
with the firft notion of conquering the fair ifland of Cyprus ; 
which he foon after did, and granted the Jewifh nation very Cyprus 
great privileges in it (12) ; and not long afterwards lent ano* taken h 

ther 

0 Smith Notitia vii. Ecclef. p. 116. RicxyT, Hill, The- 
▼ENOT,&al. w Thevenot’s voyag. into the # Levant, lib. i. ch. 

32. * D’Hb&belot. Bibl. Orient, p. 104. 


allowed to the Turkijh ones. There is a common notion. 
And we are told of one of the jthaf a Jew cannot .be received 
former, who having met Mabo- into the Turkijh mode unlgfs 
met IV. flrayinr in a Wood he firft turrf Chriftan, and is 
(where he had been hunting, # baptized ; but that is a raillery 
and mud in all likelihood have* .rather than a Vuth. And as for 
rtaid all night) and conducted circumcifion, they never repeat 
him to his capital, was bid to it, becaufe their old one is rec- 
alk what reward he would have koned fuflicient, • 
for his fervice ; and only begged (E^ Among other encomiums 

that he might be permitted the 1 which Michfes gave of that 
nfe of the Turkijh knot j which ifland to the Sultan, for whicn it 
was granted hint as a Angular was juftly Ailed Macaria, or the 
favour. • abode of the blefled, he com- 

(D) Thefe ufords are efteem- mended its excellent wines, and 
ed fo facred among thgm, that Selim, who was very fond of 
whoever pronounces them, mud thatliquor, promifed, in a drunk* 
either turn Mofem, or is con- en fit, toenake him king of it. 
demned te the flames. He did not, however, keep his 

Mon. Hist. Vol. XIII. Cc word 
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Selim II. ther Jew, called Solomon gefbe, tp Venicf, to negotiate 9 
A. C. peace with that republic, 

1579- They obtained foon after a much greater privilege from 
Printing him, viz. that of fetting up printing both in his metropolis and 
fit up a* in Thejfabnica, by which their books, efpeqally the facrcd 
Con ft an- ones, which were then very fcarce and dear, came tp be 
titiople, difpeHeci every-where, and were bought at fuch an eafy rate, 
^ V* that people applied thejpfclves more clofely and universally to 
^ the ftudy of them. The confequence was that there appear* 
ed foon after feveral eminent rabbies, and chiefs of the fyna- 
gogues there. Solomon the fon of Japhe^ who had left Ger- 
many to fettle in that capital, rea* his expofaions on^the 
Jerufalem thalmud, and rendered it much eafier and clearer 
by them (F). IL Gedaliflh, another learned dodor, who 
boafted himfelf aelcendqd from king David, fffd likewife 
leave Li/bon , his native place, to fettle there as a phyfician, 
and at the fame time taught the rites of the Jewifb nation. 
He became afterwards chief of the fynagogue, and laboured 
much to re-unite the Car ait a and rabbinifts, but found both 
fldes too ftiff to yield ; *fo that the former only took the 
advantage of their mutual conferences to print and publiih 
feveral of their own books (G). The laft of note we (hall 
mention, is Mordecai , the fon of Ehfur , who called himfelf 
the Conjlantmopolitan ; tho^he commonly reftded at Adriano - 
pie, and there expounded the grammar of Aben-Ezra, inti- 
tuled, JeJfod Morah , or, The Foundation of Fear (H). 

word with him, * but recom- or feven eyes, alluding to Za - 
penfed him in feme other way; chariah' s vifion (a) j and feme 
and gave fuch encouragement others which are not Ipiown. 
to thofe of his nation m that He tnuft not, however, be con- 
ifland, that they became very* founded with a relation of his 
numerous and rich in it, and of the fame name, of whom we 
continue fo to this day. (hall fpeak in the (panel. 

(F) He printed feveral other • (H) There hath been lince 
works, one of which he (tiled* difeovered another work of his ; 
The beauty of the eyes ; and ano- viz. a MS. comment on the; 
ther, The fair look, alluding tp Pentateuch, the expolitions of 
his furname of Japbe, which which are fp litteral, that he 
fignifies fiiS- or beautiful: the hath been thought, a' Caraife : 
on# contained a fet of fermons, but whether Ke’was really fo or 
and the other an expofition of nor, this work hath been much' 
the Middrajh Rabhtth , or larger comirfended by a learned author, 
comment on the Pentateuch ( i ). who "had thoroughly examined 

(G) Gedaliab likewife print- it ( 3 ). * 

ed his treatife of Shibha Enajim , 

(1) Berto be.mb.ptp. p. 395 & 549. (a) Zsebar $ 9. (3) Freft 

Bafilctnf. Excerpt, Aarenis, Fid . Bajnag. ub . fup, t. 30 . §. 9 * # 

There 
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There arc fome places indeed in Greece, out of which 
they have been expelled, particularly the city of Salon*, 
whofe inhabitants, Turks a$ well as Greeks, mortally hate 
thefh*. The fame may be feid of Athens , where they had 
been fixed ever fince the apoftles time *, but are fince forbid 
to fettle in it ; which may be perhaps owing to the Chrif- 
tians being by far more numerous there than the Turks, there 
being between 8 and 9,000 of the # fbnncr, and but about a 
fourth part of the latter, in it z . But there are others, in 
which they are numerous and powerful ; efpectally at Patras, 
where they have four fynagogues, chufe their own judges 
from among them(elvesj*nd have a fpacious burying-place on a 
neighbouring mountain, which at a difiance looks like a large 
city (I). They are fettled at Le panto, Lguadia, Corinth , and 
other citR* of Greece, and live by their commerce ; but that 
country is in fo fad and defolate a condition, thro’ the heavy 
taxes they are obliged to pay to the Porte, and its more raven- 
ous officers, that they are for the mod part very poor. They 
fare much better at Thcjfalonica , where we find them fettled 
ever fince the timo of St. Paul ;*and have had a confiderablc 
academy for fome centuries, as well as a printing-houfe ; 
which laft was fince taken from them. Here flourished like- 
wife federal eminent *rabbies, whofe names and works the 
reader will find in the margin^K); and hithes it is that the 

Jews 

y A£U xvii. 17. * Sr. G. Wheeler voy? tom. i. p. 398. 

(I) This hill, it Teems, is full Shahare Dimheh, or gates of 
of little houfes, which ferve for tears ; which is a moral treatfcfe 
a repofitory for their dead ; and on the vanity and miferies of 
have a kind of marble door, at ■ this life, written to comfort 
which they are conveyed in, thofe of his nation under theilr 
and whereon are the epitaphs of frequent difafters (5), and fome 
the dead, and of the family to others of lel\ note, 
which each doth belong. Here flouriihed like wife it. 

(K) Among them was the Jofeph the fon of Levi, who 
famed R. Mofes Abelda, whofci taught in it, an. 1490, and pub- 
P loot awi tius mi Hook for a Sici- lilhed a creatife on clfe ufe of the 
lian (4), on account of his be- Gemsrrah . He was at once 
ing ftiled Saknichi , which is the chief of the fynagogue of 
name by Which that city, and ftantinople, and of this academy ; 
not Sicily, is called. • Hfc pub- and this la It it was that the falfe 
lilhed feveral yrorks there, par- Meffiah iahkathai tevi, late- 
ticularly his uerajh fllojbeh, or ly mentioned, chofe for the 
tnyftical expofitions, op fermions feene of his impofture f not 
on the Pentateuch; and his doubting but if he could im- 

(4) • Plynt avij^B ibl. Ret. p. Ij6. ($) Wdf, uk, fo. it. f>. 8C4. 
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Jews do ftill fend theif children from Cotffiantinople, and 
other parts, to be taught the Hebrew tongue. 

We read of about 6000 bring fettled at Gallipoli , a qfy in 
the Thracean Cherfonefus , near the mouth of the Propontis , 
and a much greater number at Prujia , on the Myftan coaft, 
near Mount Olympus ; there being reckoned near 12,000 living 
within the walls of it, whilft the Chriftians are forced to dwell 
in the fuburbs a . They# had formerly alfo a fettlement at 
Rhodes , near one of the walls of the city, which was thence 
called tfft wall and quarter of the Jews b ; but foon after the 
raifing of the fiege by the Turks , the matter of the Rhodian 
knights propofed to their council fhe bani(hing of them; 
which was readily agreed to, not only out of the whole ifland, 
but out of all the places under their dominions. ft was like- 
wife there refolved that the Jews not having fame na- 
tural right over their children that other parents have, they 
fttould baptife and educate them at the public charge, left 
they in time fhould go out of the ifland, and return to their 
old religion. As for their parents, they were ordered to C l 
ttoeir efFe&s, and depart, within the fpacd of forty days, but 
were forbid to go and fettle in the Levant , Teft they (houM 
Rhodes f crve as fp^ es to ^ Porte. However, upon that ifland being 
re* taken by re-taken by the Turks , the lews returned and fettled in it, 
Turks, and are ufed With greater milunefs than the Chriftians c , who 
A. C. are obliged to leave their (hops and warehoufes at night, and 
1652. go and lie in t|jc fuburbs, and villages adjacent, which die 

a Sr. G. W.'cr.LF.R id. ib. p. 185. b Spon. voy. tom. i. p. 209. 
e Stociio\ . voy. of the Levant, p. 227. Thevenot, ubi fup 
tom. i. 

pofc on the do&ors . f o famed * other things, that all the bi- 
an “academy, he ihouiu fir i it blesv/crcfadly corrupted, except 
eafy to do fo on all the reft:. hofe of the original Hebrew , 
This was alfo the place where Much he faid he had dofely 
the apoftate Vi&or Par Jo retired *ftudied fmee his coming to Sa - 
% from the univerfity of Mc/rpurg y lonichi . He moreover declared 
where he Jiad been profeifor ; himfelf a firm adherent to the 
and, upon his turning Je*w f on Jewijh religion, which, he faid, 

f jrctence that he could ndt be- was allowed on all hands to be 
ie^ the my fterv of the Trinity, of divine original; whereas 
took the name of Mo/es Pardo 9 mankjjid was much divided 
An. C. 1614. Being nere grown about.Chriftiamty ^ and in that 
very poor, he wrote a letter to Jaith he *iicd, tho* very poor 
his quondam friend Hertman f and troubled in mind (6). 
in which he told him, among 

(&) Ep'ft' *Aof. PartUy ap , Skuj Hift Jud, lib. hi. r. i, Vtd. Bafttag* 

*3. . • . 

Jews 



C. i. DiJperJIon of the Jews. 3S9 

Jews are not. Thefe, however, do not amount to ibove 
200 ; but they are more numerous at Smyrna , where they are 
reckoned about 6ooo» and have a good number of fyna- 
gogues *. Upon the whole, there is hardly any confiderable 
city or town in the Ottoman empire in which there are not 
fomeof them, tho' every-where opprefled by the Sultan's of- 
ficers, in which they only fare as the reft of his fubjetts do. 

Thus much may fuffice for their hiftory in the eaftern Jews in 
parts, during the three laft centuries ; it is now time to return haly, &c. 
into Europe , and take a view of them thro* all thofe Chriftian d ur **g the 
ftates wherein they^re ftill tolerated. But here we hope our f ^ ret 
readers will gladly pernfft us to be more brief than we have centurm% 
been, with refpeft to the fufferings and horrid perlecutions 
they havejjgen forced to undergo, efpeciajly during the 1 5th 
and 1 6th centuries, and beyond, on falfe accufations of 
crucifying Chriftian children, ftealing confecrated wafers, to 
life them in their conjurations, and the various miracles by 
which their pretended crimes have been brought to light, and 
j -.jufed them to the barbarous fury of a zealous populace, 
jv :\ fubjefted them to fuch dreadful jyinifhments, ascanhardty 
i r^ad without*horror. Thefe, wc fay. have been fo frequent, 

•nd in fo many parts of Europe , during this epocha, that a 
bare narrative of them would more than fill one of thefe vo- 
lumes; for which reafon we (half content ourielfes with men- 
tioning fomeof the moft confiderable inftances of this zealous 
cruelty, and the year and place where they Jiave happened, 
without defeending into the many rtiockii^z particulars that 
attend them. As for matters of a different natm ;, and which 
see think worth a curious reader’s notice, we tha" gladly im- 
part them to him, as they come in courfe. 

We begin with Itah > w:nre, tho' we Five feen them hi- 
therto protefted and fa^omcl for the r - *1 part by the popes, 
yet their writers open this 1 5th o.nury with a dreadful per- 
fecution, which the then warlike pontiff* John XXIII. raifed Ecrfecuted 
by his feveral edifts againft them; and not content to per- hp°P e 
fecute them in his dominions, wrote a letter to the then queen 
regent of Spain , during the minority of her fon Jphn II. de- q 
firing her to aft in concert with him ; which (he did accord- 1412* 
ingly, and with fuch feverity, that Ifie obliged 16000 of them * 
to renounce JudaiJm 9 whilft of thofe who perfifted in it, one 
part were condemned to the flames and other cruel deaths, 
and the reft ^ere maflacred by the peafants in their flight, ex- 
cept fome few who bought their lives by dint of money e . 

This calamity, however, proved but of fhort duration, atleaft 

4 Smuth Sopt. Eccl. notit. • Solom Ben Vine. p. 312. 
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It! Italy 5 an# the Jews had the pl&fure Toon after to hear 
.that their perfecutor was himfeif reduced to a more defperate 
Protested (late than they (L). Nicholas II. being come to the papal 
b pope chair, began not only to cqmfort and proteft thofe within his 
Nicholas dominions, but to fupprefe the inquifitors that plagued them. 
If. A. C. He lijccwife fent letters into Spain, to prevent their forcing 
1 Wl' them to abjure their religion ; and as to thofe who did it with 

a good will, he affirmed shat they had a right to be admitted 
into the public ports, from which the city of Toledo had un- 
juftly excluded them, as hath been hinted befbre. 

Jhievj They had not enjoved the fruits of that pontiff's patro- 
jlorma - nage many years, before a new ftorm arofe againff them from 

gainft another quarter ; but whether defignedly or no, we will not 

them, A. affirm. Sextus IV# had been prevailed upon to cg^nize the 
C. 1472. little. Simon, who had been murdered, or pretended to have 
been fo, by the Jews (¥), in the city of Trent , ever fmee the. 
year 1276 ; but, for what reafon may be better guefled than 
told, had not been fainted till now, that is, near 200 years 
after his pretended martyrdom. This at % once revived the 
hatred and zftal of the people againft them, not only in that 
city and biftiopric, but in the territories of the city of Pence. 
The preachers, under pretence of fom§ fpecial miracle, ex- 
cited them to fuch a degree, jhat they- plundered and killed 
all the Jews tRat fell in their way ; infomuch that the doge 
and fenaje\were obliged to interpofe their authority, to fup- 


(L1 The dire change of for* elegantly fet forth in the follow- 
tune of that haughty pontiff is ing diftichs : 


$>ui mocio fummus tram gaudens nomine fretful 
Trip is CSf ahjeStus nunc mea fata gemo. 

JLxcelfus Soli nuper werfabar in alto 

CunQaque gens fedibus ofcula preset dab at \ 

Nunc ego panarum fundo dewolwor in imo , 

Vultum deformcm quemquf wider e pi get. 

Omnibus ex terris aurum mihi fponte ferelant ; 

Sed, nee Gaxajuvat, nee quit amicus adejl (7). 

(M) The Jews are accufed two filver tumblers, out of which 
pf having murdered that y ollth, they had drank it. The whole 
who *was a trade! man's fon, in (lory of that butchery is paint* 
a moft cruel manner. They ed at fidl length in one pf the 
ihew you tfilj in that city a churches of that city, inacha- 
knife, a pair of pincers, and pel , dedicated to the Jittjp faint 
fo,ur large needles, with which ($). * f ' ' " / 

jhey had let but his blood; and.. 


(7) Vid Safe* lik . lx*c, 51. §. r. 


(V Bmfreg* *b,J*p. 
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prefs the difefter ; and in their order to the magiftrates of Senate*/ 
Padua, commanded them td be treated like tlieU 1 other fub- Venice'/ 
jefts, and to prevent their being ill Ufed by the populace ; be- trier in 
caufe*the rumour fpread at Trent appeared to them to be falfe, their far 
and artfully invented, for forte ends which the fenate did not care <V0Mr ' 
to dive into f . However, this did hot hinder the lefs equita- 
ble magiftrates of Trent from baniftiing them, tho* fome % an 'Md 
time after they obtained leave to tarry there three days, be-S^* ^ 
caufe they drove a confiderable commerce in that city. We 1 rcn ‘ 
learn fince, that thofe three days were ffidrtened into three 
hours, on account of their fo urenuoufly defending* the city * 

of Sudd agjinft tRe (p^riftians, in the laft war with the 
Turks . 

Pope Alexander VI. not only received thofe whom the 
kings of Spain and Portugal had banifhed? but obferving that 
thofe that came to Rome met but with a forry*reception from 
their unnatural brethren there, (infdlnuch, that they mult 
have periftied with hunger and mifery, if he had not alfifted 
them) fent exprefs orders to the reft to alter their condutt Some come 
towards them, and. to fupply thofe poor refugees with means /^Naples, 
to fettle thcmfelves in his dominions, and threatened to batfifh a ”d are 
them if they did not comply. To thofe that ftaid in his ter- t*rficuted K 
ritorie9 he gave the fame privileges' as the ancient Jews had A * # 
enjoyed, and endeavoured to procure the fame for the reft 
from the other ftates of Italy , which foon brought vaft num- 
bers thither (N) . Another part went and fettled in the king- 

• dem 

f Seethe order of the doge Moceningo, dated April 22, indie- 
tionviii. an. 1475. ap. Cardoso's Las Excellencias, p. 27. Mis- 
sonis journey into Italy. 

(N) Among thofe whom that into them, dived in 'the, true 
pontiff's kindaefs had invited head fpriogj whereas thofe rivu- 
to Rome, was the learned JL lets that had flowed thence in- 
Jochanan , a German , who had to Greece, were no better than 
been lately fettled at Conftanti - corrupt and ftagnated waters. 
nbfle, and became afterwards He likewtfe affirmed that Ezra 
the mailer of the famed Picas had caufed certain cabbaliftical 
of Mirandula a prince who had bqpks to be written, which he 
already betrayed an extraordi- had then in his pofteffion, and 
naty fondnefs for the cabba- had purchafed at a vaft ’price, 
liftical writings (9), add was fo andwhieh Sixtus IV. had or- 
confirmed 4 iji it by that Jew, dered to be tranflated into La- 
that Ke is reported’to baVede- tin . 

stared* that thofe* who dived Picashzth been much cenfured 

($/ Af, Man off*, it Fratflit. frafit, 

C«4 
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A. C. don* of Naplci *, where they met with fueh fevere ufage from 
IJ39* the inquifitors, that the people mutinied, and the Viceroy re- 
folved to banifh them all out of that kingdom, that he might 
be at once rid both of them and of the plague of thofe in- 
Hated ty quifitors. Charles V. foon after authorifed his viceroy’s con* 
Charles duft, by refufing to grant them any toleration either in that 
V. A. C. kingdom or in Sicily , And indeed his whole behaviour ton 
*5|4* wards them (hows that he really hated them, on account of 
fome impoftureshe had found them guilty of, and which they 
feem too much to have deferved of him : the reader may fee 
an inftarfte or two in the margin (Q). This did not, however, 

# • # di&ourage 

a Dacheru Specil. tom. ix. p 162. 

fpr his too great $ftecm of them ; kind a friend and patron to the 
Jn anfwer to which he to<*k God perfecuted Jews. 
towitnefs(io)thathe had found About the fame time one 
in them the my fiery of the Tri- Bonis de Latis , a native of Pro - 
nity; and all the other myfteries vence, dedicated to pope Alex - 
of Chriftianity ; fo that there ander VI. his treatife on the 
w& not the leaft controverfy or ufefulnefs of «an agronomical 
difference between them and ring , which he had invented, 
the writings of St. Paul or St. He wrote it in tolerable good 
Jerom ; but that he had by them Latin, tho* he thought himfelf 
converted a very learned cab- obliged \o make an apology 
balift, named Dattilius . No for it in the following diftid* 
wonder then that a prince of prefixed to it. 
that character fhotild prove fo 

Parce, frecor , qu& Junt rudibus errata Latino . 

Lex Heehrta mhi eft, lingua Latina minus (l 1). 


(O) One of them had, it 
feems, been fo impudent be- 
fore nim, as to affirm himfelf to 
be the Mefiiah 5 and Charier, 
being convinced thlt he was 
a cheat, had caufed him to be 
burnt alive, an* 1534 . This 
did not detetr two others from 
attempting the like impoftag? ? 
only they a fted their pans with 
more * caution. The one was 
originally a Jnv t but had been 
brought up a Chriilian, and 
had already got fome {mall 
employment at the court of 


f Portugal, when the other named 
David Lemelein came thither 
from Pome, and refolved to 
make him aft in concert with 
him. David gave himfelf out 
to be the chief of the army of 
ifrael, and had done the fama 
at Rome before Clement VII. and 
being arrived ziLiJbon, perfuad- 
ed the young convert to return 
to his Judaifm, and gave him 
the namd of Solomon Male ho. 

He fet him immediately up- 
on ftudying'the rabbinic writ- 
ings; in which he made fo firift 


f 10/ Pie . Mir end, sfolag. p. Si. 


(11) 4. 





C ft Difpiffion of the Jews. 393 

difcourage ofte I, a corivcrted^w, from dedicating to that Ricci, 
monarch his celebrated treatife on, What he lliied, cdeftial agri* 
culture. He was a phyfldan in Germany, and amoft profound 
cpbifelift, and pretended to prove all the mysteries of Chriftianity 
from the Cabbalah ; but whoever reads that work, or his 50 
theorems and expositions on the Sephiroths , &c. will own that 
they did notdeferve thofe encomiums which fome learned men 
have made on them (P) ; and that fome of them, efpecially his 


a progrefs, that the Italic Jews 
affirmed that fome angel dic- 
tated his fermons. *Not con- 
tent with preaching, he compi- 
led fever al curious treatifes, 
which Hill added to his fame. 
All this wlRlfcZ>a<wVdidinguifh- 
ed himfelf by his long fading, 
being fometimes fix whole days 
without taking any fudenance ; 
infomuch, that thofe who were 
witnefles of it, lppked upon 
him as fonjething more than 
human. Neither he nor Mai- 
cho , however, had dared to 
afliime the title of Meffiah, but 
contented themfelves with that 
of his forerunner. At length 
Malcho was imprudent enough 
|o defife an audience of Char Us 
V. then at Mantua , which he 
readily granted $ but as foon as 
he was got out of his prefence, 
that prince caufed him to be 
arreded, and burnt alive ; and 
Demid Lemeleiu was fent prison- 
er into Spain, and died there a 
few days after his confinement. 
Yet fuch was the ftupidity of 
the Italian Jews, that they 
would not believe, for a good 
white, but that he was dill 
alive there, and that he came 
conftantly once a week to pay 
p private vifit to his'wife, who 
fvas dill in Italy ( 12 ). ® 


(P) Erafmus , who yas com- 
monly as favifh of his praifes as 
of his fatyrs, and was intimate- 
ly acquainted with him, cries 
him up to the fkies, as a good 
philofophes, and profound di- 
vine : he knew him profedfor 
of phi^ofophy in Pavia, and 
was charmed with him. But 
he dill more admired the fim- 
plicity of his manners, which 
(hewed him to be a guilelefs 
Ifr oolite, who had no othip 
pleafure or exercife but the dudy 
of the feriptures ; on which ac- 
count he was extremely fol- 
Acitous toprocurs him fome ho- 
nourable employment, by the 
help of which he might make 
the bed advantage of his ta- 
lents (13). * 

But belides what we have ob- 
ferved above of his writings, ho 
difplays but an indifferent judg- 
ment in the parallel he makes in 
his theorems of the writings of 
Dionyfius the areopagite, and 
the book of Zahar, formerly 
mentioned f" as well by his 
unfkilfulnefs in hip chronology, 
and making fbuf* two authors 
to haye been cotemporaries, 
and to have lived about the 
time* of the ^eftru&ion q i fa 
rufaU*h 


(zi) Imbcnat, Bibliot, RM . tm, v. Gantn Tnemacb fub an, 293. Sbal/bektb,p. 
4 *t& 4 > 8 . Wolf, Bibl. Robb* N. too±* P. 1076 . Ptritfol liintrar , c. 14 . p, 91 , 
& of. ( 13 ) ErafwA, EpiJUtk, Uififi, 37 ./. t$, f Do hoe, vid* ftp. 
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dialogue oh the Apoftle’s creed, are far below the dignity of 
a found and reafoning divine b . 

Tews tow- The 3 ms wert tecomt fo powerful under pope Paul III. 
erf ul under t ^ at cardinal Sadolet , bilhop of Carpentras (R), {pew quite 
Paul III. out of patience with them and their proteftor, againft whom 
A. C. he bitterly inveighs, as being kinder to them than to the 
1539. Chriftians, ^ho lived amongft them as fheep among wolves. 
His letter, which was v^ritten to cardinal Farnefe l , is full 
^ cvcrc ^ reflexions againft that pontif and his par* 
Sadolet. tia ^ fo^efs for thofe enemies of Chrijl ; and that ndne 
could be raifed to either civil or ecdefiaftical dignities but thro* 
their favour and intereft, whilft he fcoupleci not to perfecute 
the Lutherans , &c . He concludes with difeovering the 

true motives of it, the great profit they helped to bring into 
his finances and treaiury. This complaint, if'it hi^Hiot quite 
the defired effeft, pnxured at leaft a redrefs of the moft 
flagrant abufes ; whilft thofe that were of a more profitable 
nature, were palliated and winked at. 

<Thalmud Some time after this, pope Julius III. being of opinion that . 
burnt, all^the allegorical interpretatlbns of the GAnarrah were dan- 
A. C. gerous k , caufed the thalTnud to be burnt ; fepthat according 
* 554 - to the Jewi/b writers, all the Gemarrahs in' Ataly were de- 
A c ftroyed And it was under the fame pbntiff, that one Jofeph 
‘g 2 * Tzarphati , a celebrated rabbi, • after having taught a confider- 
5 ’ able time at Rome , embraced Chriftianity, andin honourof that 

pope, took the furname de Monte (S), and proved that pontif, 

v 

b Basnac. ub.fup* c. 31. $. 7, & fcq. 1 Sadolet, lib. xii. 
epift. 5 & 6. k Bullar. tont. i. Confi. Paul IV. p. 19, & 24. 

1 Gaht2 Tzemach.p. 153. 

(R) This city [which is iii but of Fezan extras 5 but find* 
the county of Avignon, and had ing that* the JewiJb learning 
been fold to the pope, by Joan ftourilhed more at Rome , he 
queen of Sicily] had ever fince ‘removed thither, and expound- 
that time had a JewiJb fyna- ed the thalniud both in the fy* 
gogue, as well as that of Avi%- nagogue and in their academy. 
don, arid the Jews protected by After his converfion lie wrote a 
thofe pontiffs, have ever •lirice peaceful letter to the Jews 
then enjoyed the full liberty of there, An. C. 1582, in which 
their religion. Only they are he proyed to them that the Mefi. 
forced to live in a quarter by fiah was really come, and was 
themfeives, and to wear, the made fooji after <0 preach both 
men yellow hats, and the wo- to themarid to the new converts* 
men a yellow bit of filk or fluff but his defection had rendered 
on their upper head garjnent. * him fo odious to the former^ 

(S) He was born in France , that they complained, of it to 

cardinal 
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by the help of the Gemarrah, to have been mentioned in the 
facred tfext. But of all the learned Jews that ftouriihed at 
jfatf^about this time, Elias Levita, author of feveral excellent Elias Le- 
treatifes/ deferves the firflt rank. Some make him a native of vita, lit 
Padua , and lay that fome of his relations were ftill fettled at extra#, 
Rome, particularly Abraham Afchenazi> chief of that family, 
and one of the judges of the fynagoguc m . Not confidently 
that the word Afchena%i is the appellative which ail the Ger- 
man Jews take, from Alkenaz , the fonof Gofner n , whom they 
fuppofe to have peopled Germany f, and is accordingly af- 
firmed by others, vgth more probability, to have been born' 
at the fmall # town of EJfch, near Nuremberg*. Some have 
likewife imagined that he turned Chriftian, becaufe he was 
very convcrfant among them ; but that i% a miftake, for he 
died a Jevr; and in one of his works gives God thanks that learned 
he was born one (T). However, he .was a very moderate works^c. 

one, 

m Bartoloc. ub. fup.tom.i. p. 135. n Genef. x. 3. f See 
before, vol. vi. p. i,& feq. 0 GeRebr. Buxtorf. Wolf, B ib- 
Rab. Num. 249.^. 153. # 

cardinal Strict; upon which that feme charging him with apofta- 
employment was taken from ey, and others r.ith expofing, the 
him. He wrote afterwards a divine myfteries and oracles to 
treatife, (tiled, The confujion of the Chriftians ; whereas, ac« 
the Jews, in which he pretended cording to the words of the 
to prove that all the myfteries pfalmiil (i^J, He gave bis laws 
of Chriftianity are found in the unto Jacob % and bts Jiatutcs unto * 

Old Teftamenc (14) : but as it Jfrael : be bath not done foto any* 
was not printed wiltalian writer, nation , &c. they (aid, that he 
author of the Dialogo di Fede , ought not to have inftrudted 
hath taken the libert) to plunder* any ilrangers in that facrcd 1'an- 
what he thought fit for his pur- guage. And this might benhe 
pofe out ot it. * r&afon of his having been look* 

('1) Elias was no lefs unfof- ed upon as* a convert to Chrif- 
tunate than learned ; and this* tianity, unlefs we will fuppofe 
obliged him, having been toral- this notion to have arlfen from’ 
ly ruined at Padua , when that a grandfon’s of his, ,of the fame 
city was taken and plundered, name, having afterwards em- 
to teach Hebrew, to maintain braefed Chriftianity, and be*' 
himfelf and family, particular- come a Jefuit, under that of J. 
ly to cardinal Giltes, wh<* prov- Baft if a Elian us . 
ed a generqus patron to him. However that be, Elias tdfiW 
But for this, «his whole nation difculpated himfelf from thole* 
cried him down at a fevere rate. Handers, partly in the preface 

(14) Fabian Fiocbi. Bartoloc, Bibliot , Aabb, tow % iii. f, Sl$, Bafno%. ub.fup. 
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onfc, - and free from that rancour and gall agamft the Chrifti- 
ans that one meets with in the writings of thofe of his 'nation. 
The reft of his charafter and works the reader may fee lq the 
laft nofe. There flourifhed likcwife at Rome a celebrated 
JevjiJb poetefs, named Deborah , who began to make herfelf 
Deborah, famous, by her poetic and other works, about the year f 560, 
and lived to the beginning of the 17th century p . She was 
wife to Jofeph Af cartel, ^learned rabbi, commonly known by 
the name of Afcarellus Romanus. 

Paul IV’j T 11 f. %Jhvs fared much worfe under Paul IV. who really 
two tdiSls hated them, and from the beginning of hig pontificate iflued 
againj out two fevere bulls again!! them ; bj^thefirft of which, every 


f Gened*.. Buxtorf, Wolf, Bibl. Rab. N. 46 j.jp . 2B7 


to his book Bachur , or 

‘Thecbofen , and partly in & poeti- 
cal preface prefixed to an other 
work of his, intituled, Major eth 
HatnmaJJ’oreth , in which he owiv> 
that the narrownefs of his^cir- 
cuxnftances had obliged him to 
teach the Hebrew tongue, but 
at the fame time declares, that 
he never exploited or betray-* 
cd any of the myfterics of the 
JewiJh faith, no, not even the 
full verfe of Genets. 

He was again seduced to 
fuch extreme poverty, by the 
lundcring of Rome by the 
igh conftable of Bourbon , that, 
CP ufe his own words, he had 
neither bread to eat, fire to 
warfti himfelf, nor cloaths to 
cover his nakednefs. This'ob- 
liged him to retire to Venice , 
and thence into Germany , to 
feek his bread ; but being by 
this time vgry old and unable 
to bear the coldnefs of that 
country, he was forced to Aofs 
the Alps once more, and died 
in the both year of hip age (17). 

His chief works are as fol- 
lows : 

An expofition of Kimbi's 
grammar. His own grammar,. 


or Bachur , divided into four 
parts or treatifes : the firft of 
which treats of the conjugati- 
ons ; the fccond of verbs regu- 
lar and irregular ; the third of 
perfedt names ; # and, the fourth 
of im perfect ones : with rules 
for the true pfbnunciation of 
the Hebrew tongue. His trea- 
tile On compofition is another 
grainmntical book. His Sepher 
Zichronotb , or book of remem- 
brances ; or a collection of 
Majorette obfervations, from 
ancient authors. His Tob Ta - 
ham, (Pf. cxix. 66.) or treatife 
on Hebrew accents. His Maf- 
Joreth HammaJ'oreth , or critical 
art on the Hebrew text. His 
Meturgicman, or Lb al date, tar* 
gumic,and rabbinic lexicon His 
I'irke Eiiahu , or grammat c 
rules in verfe. His Skibre Lp- 
cloth , or breaking pf the ta- 
bles, a*grammatic treatif? on 
true reading, His Tbt/b- 
by , pr dictionary. Some other 
poetical performances, in praife 
of certain books and authors, 
with fiune others .of inferior 
note, the reader may fee a fuller 
accoune of, in the authors laft 
quoted. 


( 17 ) Vid. B of nag, ub,fup, Bartel be. IVtlf, 

fynagoguQ 
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fynagogue within his dominions, was to pay ten crowns per them, A. 
an. tor the inftruftion of the catechumens who were willing C. 1555. 
to embrace Chriftianity ; and by the fecond they were ob- 
liged to wear, the meu yellow hats, and the women yellow 
hoods, to live feparate from the reft of the Chriftians, and 
to have their quarter ftim up every night. They were more- 
over deprived of all fociety, places, merchandize or com- 
merce with the Chriftians, except^ that of cloth- brokage, 
which was the only traffic allowed to them. They were li- 
mited to one fynagogue in every city, and ordered to fell all 
their lands in fix months ; which fo lowered the price of them, 
that they did not get tl*: fifth part of their value, which yet 
amounted to 500,000 crowns He iflued likewife an ordi- 
nance againft their books ; not indeed like that of his prede- 
ceffor III. who caufed them all to be burnt in the 
lump; for this diftinguilhed between thofe that contained 
blafphemies againft Chrift , and thofe w?iich only taught or ex- 
pounded the Jcwiflj religion ; the latter of which were tole- 
rated, and the former flung into the flames (U). 

s - 

% Basnac. ub. fup. feq. 

(U) They were likely*to have Jews, whether they were ba- 
fared much worfe, on an infor- {lifted or put to d?ach. Thofe 
mation of 89 women converts courtiers were thereupon put to 
from Judaifm , who pretended death that night ; and the pon- 
to be poiTelfed; and, upon being tif, being infqfmed of it, cried 
.exorcifed, anfwered, that the out, I might j^ave been damned, for 
Jews had fent thofe devils into unjuft ly putting the Jews to death, 
them out of fpight and revenge, had not my govd Jefuit prevent- 
The pope, who hated them, and ed it. 1 will pray God to convert 
was no great divine, was, on them \hut whilft I live will I nc- 
hearing of it,refolving to banift* ver hate nor mol ft them as I have 
them all, when a Jefuit diverted done . This llory we have iron 
him from it, by reprefenting to an author (18) who lived pretty 
him the abfuraity of the accu- near this time, and who tells us 
fation, and the nCceflity oi 1 he had it from his own brother, 
making a ftridter enquiry into it. who was chaplain to cardi- 
Thejpretended demoniacs were nal Granville; and, if true, may 
accordingly ordered to be ex- be a good caution igainft ex- 
amined by fcourging; and upon ing <00 eafy a credit to fuch 
receiving the firft ftrokes, con- kinds of accufations again^the 
fefled that they had been drawn Jews> as welL as to the notion 
into this impofture by fome of poflbfilbns and witchcraft 
courtiers, who hoped to inrich (19 . 
themfelves by the fpoils of the 

(18} Lewis Guim divtrf, hjp.n^nm. !i. lb. ii?. c. 9. f 19) Bjfnag ub fjp, 

5. iS. 
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Council ^ The cardinal Charles de Boromeo , bifliop of Milan , and 
*f Milan*/ fij>cc .canonized, not only enafted fevcral canons againft 
aSls them, in the firft council he held in that metropolis, which 
*hem A WerC muc ^ ^ le ^ ame kind t ^ 10 ^ e P au t iV. fbove- 

C m i'*6c mcnt * one< *; but defined all the Chriftian princes to do the 
y fame 1 ; and ail this in order to promote as much as poflible 
their convcrfion. But that edift Ihews at the fame time that 
they were become fo numerous and powerful, as well as in- 
terfperfed with the Chrtftians, that there was fome rcafon to 
fear them, not only at Milan , but in other places of Italy , 
on lei's they were confined to their own feparate quarters, and 
interdicted as much as poflible a^ kiifd of fonverfe and 
dealings with the Chriftians. 

Pius V's Pope Pius V. was ftill more fevere to them, not only lay- 
edtil .ing them under thfffame harfli reftri&ions, but drifting them 
again# in his bull againft them with treachery and falfhood; with en- 
ihem 9 A. couraging theft, lewdftefs, and other vices ; with dealing in 
c . 1 569. m agic, forcery, and fortune-telling ; and with every thing that 
could render them odious to the Chriftians B : on which ac- 
count they were ordered te be baniftied^out of all places of 
h?s dominions, excepting* the cities of Rome and Ancona (W). 
Sexfhs V's Sextus V. afted with more franknefs towards them, and fairly 
grant, A. owned that the profit he reaped from them was the chief 
• *5 7 * motive of his tolerating them. A certain rabbi named Meir, 
or Magin , or French extraft, bur who had refided fome 
time at Venice, came about this time to Rome, and being a 
man of learning *and ad ! refs, dedicated a hook to him, with 
fome verfes in his dbmmcndation; and prefcntly after petition- 
ed him for the foie pri\ ilege of fettling there a filk manufac- 
ture ; pretending that he had an excellent fecret for multiply- 
ing of /ilk-wdrms. Sextus not only granted his requeft, but 
revoked all bulls and cdiCts of ITis predecelfors to the contrary, 

< 

r Concil. Mediolan. I. an. 1565. cap. 14! • De Judaeis Cone, 
tom. xv. p. 333. ap.«eund. * 

. (W) It is fome what furprife. fufFerings : that he might have 
mg, that if they were really a more Watchful eye over tliem ; 
guilty of rhofe crimes, they that the fan&ity of the place, 
mould be luftered to flay in*any and example of the Chriftians, 
place, much more in his capi- might encourage their conver- 
tal ; but that pontif had his fion, (sic. But the true motive 
reafons for it ; tho’ thofe he was the promoting^ commerce 
gives in his edift will hardly be with the eaflern f>arts, and the 
deemed feriou : , *viz. that he in- great advqjuage accruing to the 
dulged them to live there, to # holy chamber trom it* 
put the people in mind 0 ICbriJt's # 

“• tho* 
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tho’ confirmed by oath, or backed with fentence of excpm* 
munication c . t^is view was to enrich himfelf by laying ^ 
good heavy tax on every pound of filk ; tho' his granting the 
moflopoly to him could not but prove prejudicial to all that 
dealt in that commodity. 

CLEMENT VIII. confirmed the bull of Pius V. againft Clement 
them u , by which they were banilhcd cut of the ecclefiaftical VIII. his 
dates; but added the city of Avignon to thofe of Rome and ^4 A.C. 
Ancona , where they have been fettldd ever fince, with fullli* 1 593 * 
berty of their religion. He gave much the fame reason for his 
indulgence that his predeceflor Pius had done, viz. the prp* 
moting the\r convSrlloi^ However, they did not make him 
a fuitable acknowlegement for it, but, on the contrary, ap- 
plied to him that prophecy of Z echariab , Smite the Jbcpherd \ 
and thefbi^P Jhallbe fcattered (X); whichinade Abraham Ecbe - 
lenfis tax them with horrid ingratitude, for curling, like Shi- 
mei , a prince from whom they had* received fuch Angular 
favours. But it is time to take a view of them in other parts 
of Italy, where they had likewife very conliderabie fettle- 
ments. . * 

They are tolerated in all the Venetian territories *, and j cws ^ 

. claim in part their proteflion from that republic, on account Venice, 
of fome eminent fer vices they did to it in the wars with the 
Turks , particularly at thefiege^f Candia . Bt:t they are ftill * 
more numerous and flourifhing in its capitaf, whither the „ . 
great printer, Daniel Bo 7 iibcrg f came from Antwerp, and be- 
gan for the firft time to print Hebrew bibtes y ; for the cor- J 
refling of which he kept feveral, fome fay •above ioo, learned 

1 Bullar, tom. ii. Pii V. Confl tut. 8o. Spond, ann. fpb. 
qn. 1569. u See his Privilege in Bartoloc. Bibl. Rabb. 
tpm. iv. p. 20. Basnag. ub. fub. 22. * Luzat Capdozo, 

ajp. Bafnag. ibid. c. 32. §. 1. y G an tzTzemach, fut^ an. 

1271. p. 151. 

(X) This prophecy {20) war But the famed Manajfe ben If- 
yarioufjy applied by them ; by rati hath fixed it upon the Ro- 
fpmft to the grand fignor, under mm pontif, who ftiles himfelf 
whom they lived a miferable the great Jbepberd \ the headjhtp * 
life, as we have lately feen, and herd next to God , and his •vicar 
whofe empire being deftroyed, upon earth. And it was thjs his 
the Jews were to conquer the comment on the prophet wnich 
Holy Land , and afterwards the filled EthAenfu with fuch indigo 
world. R.^fylomon Jarchi ap- nation againft them, 
plied it to the Reman emperors. 


( 20 ) F. Sim in Cofaf. Btbfur, 
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Jewsva pay % (Y). Bamberg "* as l ike wife defirotis to print 
feme good Hebrew grammar, and R. Abraham de Balmis was 
ordered to compile one accordingly ; but dying before it was 
finifhed, it was afterwards compleated by R> Cahnymos , at 
learned Jew, then at Venice . BefidCs thofe two books, he 
printed a great number of other works of the JewiJb rab- 
bles, for which his memory is ftill dear to the learned world, 
R David especially to the Jews . Herelikcwife lived R. David , the fon 
de Pomis. °f Ifaacde Pomis , who, in gratitude to this republic, wrote a 
book to 4>rove that its laws were of divine original, and that 
God had promifed by his prophet to preferve fo holy a com- 
monwealth. This learned rabbi boaftec^himfelf to be defeended 
from fome of thofe JewiJb families, whom Titus had tranfported 
from Jcrvfalcm to Rome; and mentions two of his anceftors ; viz . 
Jfaac Rich , and Eliat Hakkodejb , or the faint, over tW£lombs of 
which two miraculous fires had been obferved to ftiine during 
the (pace of feven nights. David mud have been a prodigy of 
learning even from his infancy, if, as Bartolocci affirms he 
wrote his Tzcmach David , the fprout or branch of David , but 
mach Da ^ lf f ereilt f rom that °f ten quoted in this chapter, at the age of 
iTuh a k' ven > ears - But this is a'miftake of that author (Z) ; and he 

only 

• 

* Vid.MAiTTAinannal.Typ ( p£r. Orlandi. Orig. della Stamps. 
Pa lmer's Hiftary of Printing, &c. 1 Bartol. ub. fup. tom. 

ii. p. 40. 


(Y) Felix Pratenjjs had the 
care of that imprelhon of the 
bible, with the Chaldee para- 
phrafe, and the commentaries 
of feveral learned rabbies, and 
dedicated it to pope Leo X. But 
the edition is far from being the 
bell, thro’ the difficulty ofrange- 
ing the various Majfcretic read- 
ings in a right order. He print- 
ed a fecond, in which the in- 
quiftcors retrenched feveral 
things, whidh they thought in- 
jurious toChrilHanity ; the pre- 
ference is therefore given to 
a third in folio, printed ann . 
i S +8, at the head of Which is a 
preface of R.Jaaccb Ckajim, for- 
merly mentioned. 

(Z) Bartelocd feems quite to 
have mittaken his meaning, 
where he tells us, that being at 


Bewagna (whither his father and 
he had retired from Spo'eto, and 
having been plundered of all their 
effe&s on their journey, were re- 
duced to the greateft poverty) he 
found the book of A.Afo/£*0,and 
having read it attentively, form- 
ed the defign of abridging it. 
Seme time after, the Meturgaman 
2 nd Tkijbbyoi Elias Le*vita being 
fallen into his hands, together 
with Kimcbts Roots , fronftall 
thefe he compiled his Tsumaeb, 
at his leifare, and called it by 
chat name, becaufe he wrote it 
by littlp and little ; and it is 
plain tl)at he did not pnblifh it 
till the yey ic87fftiat is, after 
fome others of bis works. 

He wal invited into feveral 
places where he pra&ifed pfcy- 
lie, with great fuq£e£^;J>ut the 
bilhop 
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only compiled it at his leifure, from a MS . dictionary in Hebrew, 
written by one of his anceftors, about the beginning of the 12 th 
century, which he enriched with every thing valuable in thofe 
of ribbi Nathan , Elias Levita , and D. Kimchi ; fo that it hath 
all the Hebrew words, and all the rabbinic terms, in an alpha- 
betical order, together with the Latin and Italian explana- 
tion of them. 

Here flouriflied like wife R. Shim/ha, fince named Simeon R. Shim- 
Luzati , who pubiiffied his Socrates , in which he (hews that fha, A. C. 
the greateft geniufcs are weak, and apt to err, whentfhey are 1613. 
not guided by revelation b . He publifhed like wife another 
treatife on the prefent f\jte of his nation, of which we fhall 
have a more proper occafion to fpeak in the clofe of this 
chapter. R. Samuel Nachmiah , a native of Thejalonica, alfo Samuel 
fettled itin'ys metropolis ; and, with his fon David , and fome Nachmi- 
of his family, abjured Judaifm , and took the name of Moroji* A. C. 

ni . Samuel , to fhew the iincerity of his converfion, wrote the 1 ^ 49 - 
book called Derek Emunah , or, The way to the faith , in Ita- 
lian ; wherein he ftiews the ufeleflhefs of the Jewifb ceremo- 
nies ; that the 61 g precepts taken from the law f, are qb- 
ferved by no .Jew, and explodes “all the fe£h and iiiperfti- 
tions of the Jews. He retired to Rome, where he died in a 
good old age, an. 163.7 c - dt. Mordccai Korkos , who taught r j^ or- 
at Venice , and was a native of it, did an ad^n no lefs bold decai 
and odious to thofe of his nation, in writing a treatife againfl Korkos V 
the CabbaJmh, and even againfl the ten Se[>biroth t the moft fub- book a - 
lime part of it, which (hews his excelled* talle for trucJT^V^* 
found divinity, as well as his courage in tfxpofing himfelf to 
the hatred, refentment, and anathema of the cabbaliflic tribe. A ‘ 
For fo high is their efteem of that fcience, that they look 1 ^ 2 ' 
upon every fuch attempt againfl it; as levelled againfl the c. 
fundamentals of religion; for Which reafon their doctors would 1674. 
not fufFer it to be printed. • 

b Fra. Paulo. Hittor. Degli. Ufcorchi.* -f Dc* his vid. fup. 
vol. iii. p. 6. & (C). c Uartoloc. ub. fup. tom. iv. p.404. 

bi(h6p of Chiufi caufed the gates fortunes he had gor-c ihro\ he 
of that city to be (hut up againfl: wrote his 'Trcatife on tbs nsijerits 
him, tho’ he was very much of Inunan life ; which he inter - 
wanted there. He paffed from f per fed with fonv:of the bright- 
thence to Rome> and thence to cil texts in Ecdcfiaftc and is 
Venice , where he ended his days ; rather a comment in Italian on 
and there, ttNromfori himfelf in that facred book, wnh his notes 
fome meafurc for the^great mif- upon it (2 1 ). 

(21) Vid. Bartofoc. ub.fup, IV Jf, B'bf. Rubb. 499. Sjfrtag. vb. fup &c. 

Moi/nflisY. Vol. XIII. D d Much 
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Printing Much about the time that Bomberg fet up his printing- 
at Sonci- houfe at Venice , fome Jews, come from Spire in Germany , 
no, A. C were doing the fame at Soncino , a fmall town in the duchy of 
1490, & Milan, near the river Oglio, and began to print Hebrew 
books there, about the end of the 15th century ; by which 
means many confiderablc manuferipts were preferved, which 
had lain fo long buried in the dull, that they were fcarcely 
legible. Thefe printers exchanged the name of their family 
for that of the town or Soncino , and became celebrated un- 
der the*name of Soncinates ; and as they were the firft that 
did their nation fo great a fervice, they became very rich and 
famous. They fpread themfelves from that intp other parts 
of Italy, and have had fome learned men among them ; par- 
ticularly R . Ajher, who was a native of that place, and defeended 
from that family. # The reader may fee a lift #f^he books 
they there published, in the authors quoted in the mar- 
gin d . R. Jacob Tzefthalon, born at Rome , an. 1630, where 
Tzc ha ^ a ^° taken degree of doctor in phy/ic, came 
Ibn^ anc ^ tau ^ht at Ferrara, and became one of the principal 
rabbies of the laft century? The nearnefs of that city to 
Venice gave him an opportunity of printing feveral learned 
books, the chief of which may be feen in the margin (A). 

R. Gcda- The Jews had likewife a fynagogue at Imola, where the 
liali. celebrated R.Gcdnliah, of P%rtuguefe extract, was born, and 
wrote alter wards his genealogical work, ftil'ed by him Shal- 
Jheh'th Hakkabalab, or the Chain of the Cabbalab, dften quoted 
in this chapter, •which he wrote an. 1539, and is the only 
work of his that We know of that hath been printed, tho’ he 
wrote above twenty moie, on other fubjefts (B}„ And tho’ 

that 


d Maittair, Orlandi, *Palmer, Chevilier, & al. 

(A) The firft was a book of one of which is called the Light 
precious prayers rnedita- yfjaacoh ■, and another, the Light 
tionsj in which there is in parti- * of the Preachers . A third he lilies 
cular a long prayer, to be faid the Stage of Life, which is a phy- 
by phyficians when they go to fical treatile of fevers, aiM dif- 
vifit their* patients. It feems eafes peculiar to every part of 
this good few thought it tiecef- the human body, of their ctfres, 
fajy to implore the blelfing of of fimple pbifons, £ffr. 
heaven, before he went to pre- (Bl He was the fon of R. Jo- 
feribe to the fick ; tind did nor, fipb Jacbijab, who was forced 
like the greateft part of thofe to retire e to/^i<upoiltheba- 
01 his proteflion, depend wholly nilhment of his nation out of 
on the natural efhcncy of the Portugal His family boafts 
imdic.ncs. itfeli Jefcended in a dirc& line 

i-^iviotc feme ether works, from fef/'e, ihej~athfikpf Dn*vidi 

king 
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that work is very erroneous, both in its chronology and fafts, 
and for the greater part taken from another of the fame na- 
ture, yet is owned by Bartolocci , and others, to have been oF 
greafrufe to them ; and is more efpecially fo to tliofe who are 
Fond of the chain of oral tradition, and of the perfonal fuc- 
ccflion of its doftors. We refer our readers, for the reft of 
his works in manufcript, to the authors quoted below e . 

The fynagogue of Modena produced feveral learned men, 
particularly R. Samuel, who was chief of it, and publilhed his R. Sa- 
judgments of Samuel, an. 1550; which is a colleflion^of thal-muel of 
mudic and rabbinic decifions / to which he hath added fome Modena, 
of his own, which are much eftcemed f (C). That of Padua At Padua ‘ 
had alfo a good number of great rabbies 5 and there the R. Meir/ 
Jews received the title of Doftors of Phyfic, and are thereby A. C. 
authorife 4 t<^praftife it in all the dominiSns of the repub- 1558. 
lie of Venice . They have there three fynagogues, and about 
800 Jews, and a very handfome Gietto, or quarter, with , 5 ^°* 
three gates, which are (hut up every night. Ovfcr one of 
them one reads an infeription, which begins with thefe 
words, Ne populo cctylis regni Hancdi ufas cum ex txhterede 
ejfet , &c. E ; alluding to Sarah's woi ck to slbrahain h . In thfs 
fynagogue flourifhed the great R. Meir , who was chief of it. 

R. Jofeph de Padua , fo galled from that city, his native place; 

R. Ifaac Phea, author of the w^y to faith, a treatife which 
% gained him gn^t reputation; A\ Menahem Rabba, whofe 
fermons oiojif four feafons of the year have been fince print- 
ed by his fon : he was ftill alive in the beginning of the laft 
century, 1605. • 

The fynagogue and academy of Mantua have been long 
fmee famed ; but a diffention having been unhappily raifed 

4 Bartoloc. ub. fup. tom. k p. 722, Sc fe*. Wolf, ub. 
fup. N, 451. p. 277, Sc feq. f Id. ibid. N. 2*jf. 

t Misson’s journey into Italy. * Conf. Gen. xxi. 10 .Sc 

Galat. iv. 30. . , 


king of Ifrael. Butin his deduCe- 
ing thiygenealogy, he is groff- 
1 y out m his chronology (22). 
He was a much better preacher, 
and publilhed 180 fermons, 
which he dedicated to his fon 
Mofes , befides other works ? an 
account of whr^h may be feen 


in Wolf s Bibliotheca Rablinica 
above quoted, 

(C) This book is By a mif* 
take called the J udgments of 
Solomon, by Mr. Bafnage (23J, 
and was publiihed at Venice by 
Dan. Saneti, m folio, an. 1599 
(* 4 )- 


fu) De hoe viJ. Bafna*. t$. lx. r. 32. $ 9. 
Wmlf * 4 . A. 2 1 37. />. 1120. # 

. • . ~ D d ^ 


(*s) *•>• c*4) nd. 


between 
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between R. Mcjj'er Leone de Ma?itoa and R, Koloa, the two 
chiefs there, towards the end of the 1 5th century, thro’ their 
mutual ambition and jealoufy ; the Mantuan Jews divided 
themfelves, and called the Chriftians to their help ; anS the 
difpute ran fo high, that they came to take up arms one par- 
ty againft the other. Lewis de Gonzaga, then marquis of 
Mantua , ftrove in vain to pacify them ; and was at length 
forced to take the moft^ffeaual means of fuppreffing the up- 
roar, by banilhing thofe two chiefs that had caufed it. After . 
which , # both fynagogue and academy refumed their ancient 
tranquility, and weic governed by feveral eminent chiefs and 
learned dolors, particularly by Mofe flecchio,. or Mofes the 
Elder , who gained a great reputation by his corre&ions on 
Alphcz , and his commentators. The fmall city of Pefnro 9 
in the duchy of U rhino , had likewife a .fynagogue of the 
Jews ; till that duchy falling into the pope’s hands, they were 
obligcd*to go out of it, by the pope's edift lately mention- 
ed (D). They have, generally (peaking, upheld themfelves 
in moft cities of Italy ; and have had many learned rabbies 
Muring the foregoing century ; the moft celebrated of whom 
were thofe that follow* 

R. J E H U D AH A R IE, more commonly known by 
the name of Leo de Modena, the pLfce of his nativity, as that 
of Leo (Lion) anfivered tofcis Hebrew name Arie, He was a 
learned man, though a profefled enemy the Chriftians,* 
againft whoiji he hath, out of his cabbajifticaNsead, forged 
many diflionourable anagrams, and numerical devices and 
puns, not worthy hi* le.uned pen ’. But he hath given the 
world atreatife of the Ceremonies of the Jews, which is highly 
clleemed b v the teamed of all nations. His book intituled, 
The Mouth of the Lion, is another ufeful work, wherein he 

t 

1 Dc hi% viJ. Basnac. ub. fup. c. 32. §. 15. 

(D) Pffm was the native ing down from the chair, re- • 
place of R. Je.hiel, who took ceived him with thefe words, 
his furname from it. He went Blr/ed he he that comcth in the • 
thcnce'to Florence ; where hav- name of the Lord, Ii^vvas bap- 
ing heard for fome rime the ti2cd by him fome days after, 
t lermons of an inquilitor, he went and became a preacher; and * 
thence to Rome, to abjure Jit- fome of the Italian fermons. 
dill fm. Pope Gregory XIII. af- vWiich he preached againft thif* 
filled at the numerous aflembly, Jtws at flounce, where they 
where he made his fpeech of were* very •numerous, wer S 

recantation; and, at his com- . priced, an, 1585(25). 

( 25 / Bartdvc&x Scbtdis Robb, tom, iv p, 564. 


hath 
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hath judicioufly collefted and explained all the words ufed by 
the rabbies, which are neither altogether Hebrew, nor altoge- 
thep Chaldee ; and hath endeavoured to fix the pronuncia- 
tion of them fo as to be underftood by Jews of all nations (E). 

He was for a confiderable time chief of the fynagogue, and 
reckoned a good poet, both in Hebrew and Italian ; and hath 
written feveral other treatifes, and defigned to have trauilated 
the Old Teftament into Italian ; bat was forbid to go on by 
the inquifitors ; inflead of which, he wrote his lexicon above- 
mentioned. He died at Venice , in the' year 1 654, beihg almoft His death. 
eighty years old k P 

k Basnac. lib. ix. c. 32 §. 15, & feq. Wolf. Bibl. Ha:br. 

N. 692. p. 412, & feq. 

(E) The Jews having no Now thofe fyllables are found 
Italic verfion of the facred in thc^fcflowing Hebrew words, 
books, caufed a great confu- though of a quite different fig- 
fion in the pronunciation of the nification; 

Hebrew words, according to the Kinah fce?nor a wick cepas aotzor 

different mafters tlfey had been * bo. # 

taught by: to*prevent which. There can he nothing faid in 
our rabbi compiled this work in favour of fuch a laborious piece, 

Italian , and added to it a gram- but its being written by fuch a 
mar. Both were cllecmed very t juvenile hand, 
ufeful, andbjrc a double im- His other w£rk* * , rc 1 The cap- 
preffion Jrc lail of which, *i//ss. ilvity of Juda, or Pejhar dabav, 
that of Padua, an. 1640, tho’ the interpretation of words, 
very fcarce, is reckoned the His hiftogcal narrative of the 
bell. Palaver in Italian, but in He - 

There is a poetic piece, wrote brew churafters. His Leb Aric , 
by him in the fourteenth year of or Lion’s heart, in Hebrew-, 
his age, which is much cried which is a treatife on artificial 
up 5 though it (hews rather thfe memory, adapted to all forts of 
patience and laborioufnefs, than learning. His So. I Jejhirir:, 
the genius or judgment, of its Secret of the Eighteen*, a trea- 
author; and wheiein he hath, tile of the fccrcts of natiy-c. 
with much hammering doubt- His Sur Merab, Depart from 
lefs, fo affociated the Hebrew evil, a dialogue between Eidad t 
and? Italic tongues, though fo and Medad about the game of 
vaftly different, that one finds dice, wherein one* defends and 
in the former the fame fy 11 a- th® other condemns it. His 
bles that run in the Italian Tzemach Tzadik, or Draqch of 
verfes. One line willjuffice to . the Righteous ; a moral treati/c 
give an idea of it : a by way of fables and apologues ; 

Chi nafee biqor. Qi % me che pajf.' with fome few others of lefs 
acerbo e. That is, note (36), 

He that is born di£s. Ah me, 
how bitter is that flep ! 

(26) Wolf, ub, fip, N. 6 (jt. p, 411, ftj x 
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R. JKHUD AH+AZ AEL was no lefs famous for his 
fcrmons preached at Ferrara in the la ft century ; infomuch 
that the Chriftians went alfo to hear him. He was the 'au- 
thor of a cabbaliftical treatife, intituled. The Thrones of the 
Houfc o/’David (F) ; and died at Ferrara , an . 1677 About 
the fame time fiourifhed R . JehoJljna Menahem at Rome, where 
lie was chief of the academy ; and another famed dodtor 
named Jaacob Dattillo Dclli Plate Hi, who was efteemed one 
of the beft mafters to breed up their youth in learning. Here 
was alfo, about the middle of the laft century, one Natha- 
niel Tribotti , who wrote a treatife on womens bathing, 
wherein he advanced fome propofitions which railed a num- 
ber of antagonifts againft him. The fynagogue and acade : 
my of that city weie, at length, obliged to. inuqAfe their 
authority, to prevent ^the multiplication of books on that 
fubjett, by declaring for Tribotti , and obliging the oppofing 
dodfors to fubmit to their decifion m . 

The Jews at Rome are reckoned to amount to between 12 
anjJ 1 5,000. They have nifie fynagogues, and an academy 
which they ftile Thalmml Thor ah , the ftudy of the law, and 
their learned profeflors in it ; among whom was, about the 
the latter cud of the laft century, the darned JoJ'cpb Kimchi . 
They feem to jjavc a kind of .fuperiority here over the reft of 
thofe in Italy ; for they confult them in douftrfqlcafes, and 
pay a fmgular regard to their decifions. They are g&*rerned in 
this city by theii* triumvirs, whom they ftile Memmonim , or 
governors, who detide ail quarrels and difputes between pri- 
vate men, and take care of the privileges granted to them by 
the popes. They- are changed every year, left they (hould 
abufe their authority; and live in fo great friendfhip with thp 
Chriftians, that they made no fcruple to go into their fyna- 

1 Wolf, Eibl. H«br. N. 766. p. 452. m Id. ibid. N. 1743. 
PO-S. 

(F) He is however fhrewdly fifty doors. Each chapter and 
fulpefted tq.have ilolen i: from fedlion having its argumefrt at 
hii father R. EJiezer, common- the head, and at the end an in- 
ly called, Leone del Bene , who dex of the author’s. It was 
taught alio at Ferrara , and had printed at Verona , an. 1646 (28). 
compiled and intituled it, Hir He wrote another book calt- 
T'avid, the City tf David (27). ed, Jthudah Mechokeki \ Judah 
However that be, the book is is tny lawgiver, Pf.ix. 7. whiclj 
divided, according to the cab- conufts partly of poetical pieces, 
baliftical cant, into ten houfes, and partly of epiftles, both ele- 
to each pf which ^re aligned gant in their kiqd. 

(27) Bert ike, m, (28) JfV/, uh, fvf ' N. 766. />. 452. 



C. f. Difper/ton of the Jews. 40jr 

gogues in fuch numbers, that pope Innocent XI was obliged Chrifliant 
to threaten them with excommunication, and to lay a fine oiprbidpbeir 
twenty crowns on every one that goes into them n . The Jews 
were heretofore wont to be employed by the popes, as we 
have had occafion to obferve ; but, as it was apt to give of- 
fence, it hath been fince left off °. 

Pope Innocent XI. gave them feveral marks of his favour; j nnocetlt 
particularly when the Venetian general Mcrofmi y after his xi. a 
fuccefsful war in the Morea , brought back a good number of friend to 
JcwiJb and Chriftian captives, and gave liberty to tRe latter, the Jews, 
but would have kept the former under flavery ; that ponrif, A. C. 
being applied to by thei» brethren, who are there very nu- >685. 
merous (G), ordered a congregation to take cognifance of 
their cafe, and cenfured the conduft of th^ Venetians ; where- 
upon th^fe»gave them their liberty, without fuffering the 
pope’s ministers to intermeddle farmer in that matter K Means to 
The fame pontif ftrove much to promote their conversion, promote 
and built fcminaries for the maintenance of thefe new con- their ant 
verts, hofpitals for their fick, and caufed fermons to be wrjion, 
preached, to prove that the Meflfah was come, and that Jcfus 
Cbrijl was that*Mefliah; but Jittle'bcnefit was reaped from 
it; becaufe the Jews either abfented from them, or only 
came to ridicule them; and fometimes committed fhameful in- 
decencies in the churches, where^hey were preached, tho* there 
were prop^adficers to punifh them for it. As a farther cn- 
coura^errfnt to new converts, fome cardinal, or great perfon, 
was commonly their godfather, and made tffem fome hand- 
fome prpfcnt after baptifm ; they were drefced in white fattin, 
and carried about the city in a fine coach during a fortnight, 
to be feen and congratulated by the fpeftators ; after \yhich 
they appeared in a common drefs ; and, to prevent their apof- 
tatifing, all that were found guilty of it were condemned to 
the flames f. But, after all thefe pains and colt, one fi tes pre^e inef, 
plainly enough, that the far greater part Hill remain in their fuiuaL 
unbelief ; and as for thofe few converts tfiey make, cardinal 
Barber ini, who had bellowed great pains and fums towards 

n La Rocque’s Memoirs deTEglife, lib. v. p, C05. 0 Nau- 
peana, p. 54. * La Roque, ubi ftp. f Naudeana. 

(G) They are reckoned to gogues, academy, and bury ing- 
amount to about 2000 in that ca- ground, with many handfomp 
pital,where titey enjoy fullliber- monument? and pompous epi- 
t y of conscience, have their fy na- taphs ( 29) . 

(29) La Reejve't Memoirs* ubi fop. See olfottbe DefripiUn of tie eiy #/ 
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* that work, was forced to own, a litte before his death, that 
fuch converfions were only feigned and infignificant 
Their ho- It mull be owned, however, notwithftanding their t^naci- 
mage to the oufnefs for their old religion, that they are not over fcrupu- 
mw popes, i oas whenever their intereft clafties with it ; fmce they oblige 
themfelves to celebrate the inauguration of every new pontif, 
and to wait on him in the way to the Lateran church, to pay 
their homage to him. T.hcy do indeed endeavour to difculpate 
themfelves, by pretending, that they pay it to him only as to a 
temporal prince ; but they cannot be ignorant that the inau- 
guration of a pope is a mere aft of religion, by which he is 
raifed to the dignity of head of the crfiurch, and vicar of Chrift 
upon earth. After all, it is hard to fay who are moft to 
blame ; the Jcws ^ for paying fuch an homage to tljp vicar or 
reprefentarive of Chrift, whom they abhor ; *or ffie popes, for 
exafting that homage to be paid to themfelves, whilft they 
fuffer them to refufe it to their divine mafter (H). 

J ews in The Jnus have been fettled a long time at Turin, the ca- 

iedmont. pital of Piedmont or Pigmrot , and fome other places of that 
principality, by an edift of grant, which fecures to them a 
plenary liberty of conference ; and, though* they now-and- 
then meet with fome difafter from the zealous populace, yet 
they live more quietly and friendly than in other places of 
Italy . They had indeed an*accident happeqed to them, an. 
1 67 1 , which was like to have been attendech\j?th fome ill 
confcquences (Ij), but was by fome means comprofhifod, for 

q VA\ge\3Eil’s Tela Ignea praefat. 

(H) There is another cere- fome water, a Chriftian boy 
mony performed at Pome, which, took fome of it, and threw it 
though they have no hand in it, 9 over his head, pronouncing the 
is yery mortifying to them. Jc form of baptifm over him; 
is the cullom for the pope and whereupon the grand vicar of 
priefts to may for tfieir conver- Turin, being informed of it, 
fion in all churches, on Good ■ caufed him to be taken from his 
Friday 1 in doing which, inftead parents, pretending he now be- 
of kneeling, a. they do at the longed to the church (31 )N* The 
reft of the* pra>crs, they Hand dotiors of Sorhon , and other 
up whilft that collect is.faid, to univerfities, were confulted up- 
jertify their abhorrence for the on it, but differed in their opi- 
inefignities they offered to Chrift nion. At length the Jews ap- 
pn that day, in mocking him pealccfto the pope; but we have 
ydth their bended knees ; 30). not been jble to karn how that 
(I) A JewiJh boy going by pontif decided the matter. 

(30) Miffal. Rom. Ftrr. in par aft: p. i&z. Cajetan. erde Reman, xiv. 4, 
368 , apod Bafiiig, ubijup. ?, 30 . * 3 . (31) /.*. ibid. §. 24 , ^ 
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we have heard no more of it fince r . And thus much fliall Total of 
fuffice for the hiftory of the Jews in Italy down to the end of their fyna* 
thejafl century. Thofe who defire to have a fuller account gogues in 
of their number, wealth, and the prefent ftate of their fyna- 
gogues, may confult the tax of thofe that are in the ecclefi- 
aftic territories ; of which they reckon . nine at Rome, nine- 
teen in Campania , thirty-fix in the Marcha D' Ancona, twelve 


in the patrimony of St. Peter , eleven at Bolonia , and thir- 
teen in RomandioUi ; for all which, befides what may be ex- 
torted from them by vexatious fuits, they are obliged to pay a 
yearly tax of 70o # crown$ and upwards to the holy fee 8 (K). 

We come now to fpaak of thofe of Germany , and the more Jews in 
northern regions, during the three laft centuries, where they Germa- 
were va*y numerous, though much poorer than thofe of n y, Po- 
Italy, as \fc\l as wori’e treated by the priefts and populace. l anc h &c. 
The fifteenth century opened upon them with a very melan- 
choly profpeft. Great numbers ha*d fettled themfelves in 
Thuringia and Mifnia , where the Landgraves, whether thro* 
avarice or need, made them pay dear for the quiet and liberty 
they enjoyed, and were ftill ekafting vaft fums from them. 
Particularly at the very entrance of this century, fuch a large 
one was impofed on them as they refufed to pay ; upon which 
they were all arrefted and imprifoned, and could not be dif- 
charged till tjiey had complied r . They ha^ however fome Learned 
learned nwframong them ; particularly the famed R . Jaacoh men , 
Movjlbtfwho was no lefs eminent for the number of his dif- A. C. 
ciples, than for his judicious anfwers whidh he wrote to the ! 4 2 7' 


Opprejfedt 
A. C. 
1401. 


r Santtioncs ceremonial. Roman, lib. i. feft. 2. pag. 26. 
9 Basnac. ubi fup. c. 32, $. 25, & feq. 1 Id. ibid. chap. 33, 

$• «• 


(K) The reader may further 
confult the laft will of Zacha- 
riah a Porto , a rich JcnxiJh mer- 
chant of XJrhino , that died at 
Florence, an. 1671, after he had 
compiled a concordance on the 
comments of the thalmud, which 
he -left at his death to the rab- 
ies at Rome, and his library to 
the academy of it. * He be- 
queathed moreover 24,000 pi- 
aftres to hix nation^ one-fourth 
art of which was to be divided 
etvveen the academies of Leg- 


horn , Venice , Jerufalem, and of 
the Holy Land. The other 
18,000 jy aft res were to be dis- 
tributed to ferve for dowry to 
the JenjoiJh daughters of the fy- 
nagoguesof Rome , Ferrara, An- 9 
cona, IJ rhino which was his na- 
tive place, Pefaro, Cefano, Ve- 
nice, Padua, Verona, Ronjigo, 
Florence, Siena , Pi fa, Leghorn , 
Mantua ,* Modena, and Reggio ; 
which (hews how numerous they 
are Hill in Italy (32). 


(32} Id. ibidt ZFuh, IVolfj Bibh Hab, N, 573. p, 358# 
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queftions that had been propofed to him “ (t). About this 
time the title of doftor came to be in vogue among the Ger- 
man rabbies ; the occafion of which may be feen in the mar- 
gin (M). And Movilin was one of the firft who took it ifpon 
himfelf, inftead of the old one of rabbi, which was become 
defpicable. 

Council of They received foon after a new mortification from the 
Bafil’j de- council of Bajil; which, finding them very numerous in that 
tree a* city and elfew here, iflued out a decree, by which all the pre- 
gainfi lates, where-ever any Jews were, lhould be obliged to have fer- 
tbenu • 

u GaNTZ TzEMACH^p. I$7- 


(L) It is fuppofed to be about 
this time, that the fgmed con- 
cordance, intituled, Mar Nelib $ 
or. The Enlightener of the Way , 
was compiled. The learned are 
indeed divided about its genuine 
author, though it is univerfally 
allowed that his name was R • 
Nathan , who flourifned foot^ af- 
ter the beginning of this fif- 
teenth century. However that 
be, Reuchlinus caufed it to be 
rinted; fincc v^hich there have* 
een fcyeral editions of that 
work ; the moft approved of 
which is that of oMarius Cala- 
Jio, a learned monk,4vho made 
fome confiderable additions to 
it, particularly a concordance 
of the books of Eft her and Da- 
niel, and an explanation of fun r 
dry Cbaldaic terms, and of what- 
ever Iclatcs to the description of 
the places mentioned in Holy 
Writ. ^ • 

Calafio died at Rome , an. 1 6oz, 
and his book was printed, an. 
1622 (+}, bigt was become fo 
fcarce, that a new edition was 
greatly wiftied for by the learn- 
ed ; and this is what the Rev. 
Dr . Remain hath lately obliged 
them with, with very ‘confider- 
able improvements. 


(M) There was about this time 
a ftrong difpute among* heT^u;- 
ijh rabbies concerning divorce ; 
fome young and unlearned fel- 
lows among them, having taken 
upon them to write thefe bills 
or inftruments, had committed 
fuch faults iu wording them, for 
want of being wpll verfed in the 
JenuiJh rites, as rendered them 
null and ineffe&ual. To pre- 
vent which therefore, the old 
ones made an qrder, that none 
of thofe bills be va- 

lid, but fuch as were&ra\yn by 
erfons that had been dubbed 
odors. And in imitation of 
the Germans, who bellowed that 
title on theirs with great cere- 
mony, they began likewife tp 
yfe fome formality in it : and 
hence is fuppofed that change 
to have been owing here, as 
thofe in Spain and Portugal had 
dpne by alTuroing that of Dom. 
inftead of the worn-out one of 
Rabbi. Abranjaner howeveryvas 
not a little furprifed to fee the 
ceremony performed, and the 
title of Morena , our do&or or 
teacher, given to thofe men j 
but his wonder ceafed, when he 
found the fame done in Ita • 
h ( 33 )* 


(!) Vid. Imbcnst. Bib!, Rath* tom , £ ic6. 
$' 3- A 


(33) Bofiteg. obi [up. e. 33. 
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mons preached againft them, and oblige them to affift at them, A. C. 
under fevere penalties. They were likewife excluded from 1434! 
haviflg any commerce with Chriftians, to be ufed for fer- 
vants, nurfes, farmers, or even phyficians, or to have any 
houfes near the churches, or towards the centre of cities. 

They were farther obliged to wear a different habit, by way 
of diftin&ion ; and condemned to lofe whatever fums they 
lent on church-books, utenfils, and' ornaments w (N). All Bawjhtd 
this ftruggle, however, produced little or no change in Ger - Bavarip, 
many ; except that about twenty years after, Lewis X. duke A. C. 
of Bavaria , banifKfcd them out of his dominions, in fpite of 1454. 
all remonftrances from tl?em or their friends, as well as againft 
his own intereft. He even ordered them to march out of 
forty towns^ and as many boroughs as they were fettled in, 
at one and the fame day and hour, confifcated all their goods, 
and built gaols, and other public edifices, in the places 
where they had lived x . 

There was a dreadful execution made of thirty of them Burnt at 
in Mecklenburgh, who were condemned to the flames, toge- Meek- 
ther with a pri^ft, accufcd to have (pld them an hoft, which lemburgh f 
they had pierced, and was found bloody. Some women and A. C. 
children being of the^ number of the condemned, a mother »49*- 
in defpair killed two of her daughters with her own hand ; 
and was goingf to kill a third, but flie was fr»tched out of 
her handprffobe made to undergo a feverer fate y . Two years A. C. 
after,* fome others were accufed at Tirnaw^m Hungary, tp 1494. 

• 

w Concil. Bafil. fdT. 19. art. 5 & 6. c. 2. p. 547. x Aven- 
tine’s Annal. Bojor. lib. vii. p. 513. Status Europ. fub Frede- 
rick III. c. 32. ap. Freher's Hill. Germ. tom. vi. p. 79. 

? Naucler. Chronogr. genertom. ii. p. iiiq. 


(N) The fame council made 
likewife fundry regulations for 
fhe encouragement of new con- 
verts ;jfuch as their being al- 
lowed to enjoy all their wealth, 
except what they had got by 
tffury, which they were obliged 
to refund to the owners or their 
heirs. They were likewife al- 
lowed to be chofen to offices 
and places in thofe cities where 
they received* baptifm 5 but, left 
fhey (hould corrupt each ocher, 
gs they often did, they were 

(34) Cmih . 


forbid to converfe with each 
other frequently, to bury their 
dead after^thc JewiJh manner, 
or to obferve the Sabbaths, or 
any other JewiJh rites; and, 
if they complied wjth thofe or- 
ders, they were to be married 
intdfome of the richeft Chrifli- 
an families ; but, if they 3pof- 
tatifed, they were to be turned 
over to ’the fecular power, 
and punifhed with the utmoft 
rigour (3 }]. 


U ubi ft#. 
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out of Nu- 
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haffe drank the blood of a Chriftian whom they had murder- 
ed. The accufed were put to the torture, to find out whether 
the whole nation were not guilty of the crime ; if not^ per- 
haps to extort fuch a confeflion from them (O). However, 
thofe only were puniftied who had a hand in it z . About 
five years after, thofe of Nuremberg, h, who were both nu- 
merous and wealthy, were all baniihed out of that city ; 
and went and fettled vn a fmali town in the neighbour- 
hood of it, where they built a fynagogue. The citizens laid 
feveral erimes to their charge, in order to palliate their feve- 
rity to them ; but the true motive feems#to have been their 
wealth, which made them infolent, fheir great nflmber, which 
made them appear dangerous, and heir ufuries, which helped 
to debauch their yguth, and rendered them at length fo odi^ 
ous, that they refolved to rid ihemfclves of thenf (P). 

• Not 

* SecW-M.F, ubi fup N. 1145. p. 641. 


(O) Nothing mnie plainly 
ihews the fallhood of thofe^nur- 
ders, than the rcafons which 
that writer rnd others give for 
their committing them ; and 
which, for thijt reafon, we liiak 
here fubjoin, tha. our readers 
may judge of one by the other 
(35) : he tells nit 1. That hu- 
man blood hath a fccuh.n t ir- 
tue for healing and confolidate- 
ing the (car of circumcifion. 2. 
That they have a fupr fan^uiv t s t 
like th»' women : fome fay eve- 
ry Friday , others, every moon, 
wMch was iniKled on them, oa 
account of their a lin tr that 
of Chriit’s ; and tlAr .id«de ct 
it gives thofe in this \va\ great 
relief, 3. That it is likcwife 
-of fingula^ efficacy to excite 
love, and promote conception : 
and, 4. That they are bbund 
by p. vow, in all parts of the 
.world, to facrifice a Chriftian, 
to wipe oft' the infamy they are 
under : which iacriftce they call, 
Joel, or. Coming from God ; or. 


perhaps, gather Goel. Redeemer , 
111 derifion of Chrift the Re- 
deemer of the world (36). 

(P) Another motive for their 
baniflufient might be the ap- 
pearing of the impoftor David 
! rr.x/eiri, aboOT^his time. He 
did not indeed deckke himfclf 
the Mcfliah, but afliireft them 
with fuch confidence, that he 
was to appear in the year 1500, 
that the credulous Jews were 
even prevailed upon to pull 
( dow n their ovens, in which they 
ufed to bake their unleavened 
I'i'ad, which were now become 
ufelefs, fince they were to eat 

on the next year at Jerufa- 
lent (37). 

As they werepreparin^ihcin- 
felves for the voyage, David, 
who perceived that he had fet 
too (bore a time for their pre- 
tended deliverance, was obliged 
to declare, that the fins of the 
nation* had retarded the coming 
of the Meffiah ; <vhich fet them 
.all on finding, and praying to 


(3?) Bonifin. rerum Hwgfric. dee ad, iv. lib, y . 
4 * & > 494 * to* f,z 17* Bajnajr, ub, fup, §. 7. 


(26) Sport dan . Annul, fib 
(37) fail bidr^. 9. 

God 
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Not long after the bifhop of Ctlogn followed the example, and Co- 
andbaniftied them out ot his diocefe ; on which account, one logn. 
Vifitor u Carle, who renounced Judaijm to become a priell, yj^ or $ 
wrote fome books againft them, wherein he highly compli- CarbcV 
mented that prelate, for having thus happily plucked up the fafa a . 
tares from among the wheat in the Lord’s field, and cleared gain]} the 
his biihoprick from them. He affirmed at the fame time, Jews, 
that Chriftians ought never to enter into difputes with the A. C. 
Jews , who are ufed to them from* their infancy, but that ! 5 ° 9 * 
they mud be overcome by violence, or, as he words it, by 
the quiver and arrows ( Q^J. • 


God to haften thafhappy time. ancienty*w//£»do£lor$ on tnefa- 
All thefe things were iu^ient cred books, as were the beit and 
to alarm the jealous Nur r.bcrg- eafiert 10 be underilood. It was 
hers feats, kit they lhould hatch prcfently^printed at T hrffalonica. 
fome other defign againii them ; Soon aho which one Abraham, 
and they were not the ones another rabbi of the family of 
that took that method to rid the k*. tie \Gedaliah, who had 
themfelves of them, ab we (hall retired to JrrufaUm , wrote a 
fee prefently. long comment upon the Pouch ; 

(QJ Bartolocci mentions four * and, not being able to pay the 
books written* by him on that efiarges of printing it, one Dias 
fubjedl ; and Mr. Daft age and Mokato, a rich Spanrjb Jt'w, de- 
Dr. Wolf a fifth, intituled, The frayed them ; and the Pouch was 
mannas of the Jews; of whicly printed with his notes at Leg - 
the formenjifles an extraft, to horn , an. 16^; the corrector 
which ^Prefer the reader (38). of it, named Abraham Ben Solo- 
Thfcre is ilill an infer! ption to mon Chajitp, dedicating it to 
be feen over the church of St. duke Ft^divaud If. 

Urjuhiy at Co logn importing, There hath been fince a new 
That Vidor, formerly a Jew, edition of it printed at Amjtcr - 
• c wrote four hooks again fl the dam, an. 1678, with ’‘he title of 

of the Jews, an. 1 509 Jalkut Chadajh, or, '1 he new 

He was fifty yeais of w"tMi Pouch ; wherein the anonymous 
he turned chriilian ; .uk. *1 1 • editor h >th dtgeiled all* the li- 
from him that Wc learn, v.i'Z teral avl myitical iuterpretatU 
the Jews had been pcrkt.'ce.. on- in tan alphabetical order: 
in jh at diocefe, about the'o.t' whereas that of R. Simeon fol- 
gifting of the fifteenth ceil- lowed the order of the facrcd 
Jury. books, and only took in the 

About the fame time flourifli- legorical fenfe. There is ftill a 
ed, in the neighbourhood of that ’third Pouch , written by R. Reu • 
( city, the great R. Simeon , an elo- ben, and printed alfo at Amjler - 
quent preacher, and author of dam , an. 1700, whiclJ is only 
the famed book Jafyut ( Pouch ) 5 a collfc&ion of notes on the Pcn- 
which i£* a judicious collettion tateuch (39). 
of fuch interpretations of the 


(38) B of nag. uki /up. 


§. 10. 


Vid 9 & Wolf ukifup. N. 56 S.p. 355. 


( 39 ) U. 
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Pfeifer Some years after, another profelyte, named Pfeffer Com 9 
Corn'/ ad- kindled a war among the learned of this century, by endca- 
•vicea- vouring to perfuade the emperor Maximilian that all the 
gainfl the y ew yb books ought to be burned; becaufe they were # full 
Jy c ^ a ^ es » ^ es > anc ^ blafphemies, againft Chrift. He had 
I-’oq. written, fome years before, a book on the manner of. the 
* * Jew celebrating the Paflbver, wherein he charged them 

with herefy, and to be apoftates from the Old, and ene- 
mies to the New, Teftvnent. In another book, intituled, 
The Enemy of the Jews, he difeovered all their ufuries and 
imprecatkms againft the Chriftians ; by which means he had 
drawn fo many divines to his opinion, thafethat monarch was 
Reuchli- almoft inclined to grant his petition. * Hoover, *being will* 
mis pi ends ing to hear both Tides, the famed Campnion> or Reuchlinus, a 
againft man well vetfed in *ill the JewiJh and other learning, and 
burning who had been employed in feveral important matfctf s, oppofed 
ibeir books. j t . an j alleged, that fych only ought to be burnt, as con- 
tained any blafphemies againft Chrift (R). But declared 

againft 

(R) Thcfe were more parti-* Cere’s convelfion and zeal were 
culaily the Nitzacho?tof R. tip- very much fufpfc&ed; and he 
mr>n % a poetical book full of the hath been accufcd of a defign 
butereft invedlives againft Chi ill of fei/.ing upon all thefe books, 
and his Cjofpel ; and which we # with no other view than to ob~ 
have had frequ?nt occafion to lige the Jews tofedeem them at 
confute in the fecond part of an extravagant pncel^He was 
thehiilory of the Jfws (f ). We likewife openly charged «with 
fliall find a more proper place to feveral enormous crimes, and 
fpeak both of it and its author represented as a vile diflembler, 
by-and-by, and the 7 hole doth who only alTumed the name of 
J(/u y or, General ions of Jcjus , a a Chriftian, to fow the more 
blafphemous piece, which makes eafily the feeds of difeord among 
Chrift to have been an idolater, them ; on which account fome 
born in adultery, and guilty of authors have confounded him 
the blacked: crimes, for which with one Jaacob Melftinjki , an- 
he was put to death, c And, as other JewiJh counterfeit, who 
Reuebliuus was fo well acquaint- Was burnt at Hall in Saxony , an. 
ed with the thalmud, and all 15:15; and who confeffedv his 
' the JewiJh books, and was at death, that he had exerctfed 
that time fo'well known, by the prieftly office twenty years; 
all the learned, to be a proper and then, turning phyfician, had 
judge of the merit or demerit adminiftered a deadly poifon to 
of them, it was no wonder he the ele&or of Brandenburg & 9 
ihould be confulted about the and to fiis brother the bi 50 pr 
fate of them. of Magdeburg. Bufcthey plain* 

On the other hand, Pfeffer ly appear to have been two 

( tJ w/. x. pi 4 55, 


4 . . different 
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againft doing the fame by thofe which only treated of the 
tenets, morals, and rites of the Jews. He likcwife lightly 
obferved the impoflibiiity there was of fupprefling books, by 
an imperial decree, which were difperfed all over the world, 
and Which might be eafily reprinted in any other part. 

The profecutions which this equitable judgment drew upon p ro r (CUte ^ 
that great man, and the warm contefts of the divines on that and acquit* 
fubjeft, being foreign to the fubjeft pf this chapter, may be ted \ 
feen in the hiftory of thofe times, ft will be fufficicnt to 
that the matter was brought by an appeal to Rome, .whither 
Hochjlrate , one of his moft violent enemies, hafted, backed 
with recompiendwoafc^rom feveral princes to biafs, with 
money to bribe, and with threatenings to intimidate, that 
court ; all which could neither hinder Reuchlin from being 
tibfolvedj i*)r ljimfelf from being condemned ; and all he 
Could obtain was a Supcrfedeas from the pope, juft as judg- 
ment was going to be pronounced againft him. RcucblintiS r cwg c nce 
returned again vi&orious ; but this did not prevent the oppo- rf f or [ 
fite party from being very vexatious to him ; infomuch that motion . 
he faid, he did not doubt but • Martin Luther , who begin 
then to make fomc figure in Germany > would cut them out 
fo much work, that they ftiould be glad to let him end his 
days in peace ; and* it happened fo accordingly ; for the 
JewiJb books were not only faired, but beg^n to be read, 
and confuted^ 9 lh better fuccels ; fo that it is hard to decide, 
whethep«fehe Jews have gained or loft by the reformation that 
enfued, and introduced the ftudy of their hooks* and hath 
enabled Chriftians to beat them at their “own weapons (S). 

Though Proteftants do indeed claim the mem of this, efpe- 
cially thofe of Germany , where many of their doftors . have 

different perfons, whatever like-* the Jews of Franck/ort , on eon- 
nefs there may be found in their fideration of a good fum of 4no~ 
characters. And if is moftly ney, to preach and write in 
agreed that Pftffer Corn died'a praife andwindication of their 
natural death (40). * nation ; and that their refufal 

is plain Luther was no was the caufe of his fplecn 
lover of the Jews, nor they of againft them (41). This laft 
him. He accufed them of di- appears a mere forgery 5 and 
v$rs ^cheats (f ) ; particularly, the true reafon of their hatred 
that one of them had pretended, againft him was, his having, by 
b£hjs art, to have rendered the his credit, prevented feveral 
# crake\ : f Saxony invulnerable, princes of Germany from pro* 

* £)n tne othet hand,, they gave telling and tolerating them, 
out* that he had promifed to 

(aq ) Vi J. Befneg. ibid. §. 16. & auB. ah eoejtat. f f ) Set bit little krik 
Be Ju it trim mxdetiit, Ciraofr't Lett Excellencies. 

proved 



4*6 Hiftory of the B. XVL 

proved the truth of the Chriftian Religion, in a manner not 
only hew and unanfwerable, but likewife vaftly different from 
what had been formerly done by thofe of the church of 
Rome ; but it muft be alfo owned, that thefe have fince pro- 
duced a vaft number of divines, equally excellent and tho- 
roughly verfed in Jcwljh learning. However, the Jews 
have reaped one fingular benefit from the reformation, that 
it hath, in a great meafure, fupprefled thofe profecutions 
ufually raifed againft them, on account of crucifying Chrifti- 
an children, Healing and piercing of confccrated wafers, and 
fucl>like black accufations, upon the authority of pretended 
miracles, which have fince loft all their credit. 

Become On the other hand, the Jews, Bci'ilg^fnore flofely prefTed 
inure wary by the Chriftians than ufual, were obliged to fteer a better 
and Icam- CO urfe in their o^vn defence; and it muft be o\^ned, that 
they have produced fomc learned champion^ on r their fide; at 
the head of whom jve may reckon R, Ifaac Ben Abraham, 
fuppofed to be by nation a Polander ; but he tells us himfelf, 
that he had fpent moft of his time in the courts of Germany , 
and had been in great credit with lcvcral princes. He it was 
that wrote a moft virulent* and dangerous book (T) againft 

the 


(T) This book, which the 
author intitlfs plW* 

CJjafitk Emu n ah , and the Latin 
tranflator, Afunjmcn fidti, ihews 
the author to havg lived about 
the beginning of the Cventeenth 
century. Its editor Jvftph, the 
foil of Mardccai. published it, 
an. 1 6 1 6 , after it had remained 
a long while in manufciipt, and 4 
was become very fcarce. The 
Portugurfe Jews did indeed get 
it tranflated into * Spanijl\ and 
difperfed it about in all the* 
neighbouring kingdoms ; and it 
was alfo in high eileem among 
the African Jews \ and it is fiom 
thence that the learned K'agat - 
fell brought it into Germany ; 
afld, having tranflated it imo 
. Latin, inferted it taco his Lela 
Ignea Satan*. It were to be 
wifhed he had likewife anlwer* 
ed him paragraph by paragraph, 


in the fame clear and nervous 
manner wi&which he hath m 
the hitzarjof^bfLipman, of 
which more hereafter ; n for his 
author doth in the preface make 
great parade of proving the 
truth of the JewiJh religion, and 
confuting the Chriftian, by the 
clcarcft and ftrongeft reafoning, 
by the moft theological, power* 
ful, and convincing arguments. 
And it ryuft be owned, that ho 
.argues more judicioufly and wa- 
rily than the reft of the rabbies ; 
and the Jews have fflyh an high 
opinion of this work . tifiat they 
look upon it as unanfwerable. 
And yet he often blinders "in . 
his hillcrical fads ; as when he 
makes Julian the apoftat^ to 
have*bccn an Arian ajnpe&nr, 
and gives him ^grandion, 
was all'o a great ftickler for t'hat 
hcietica! fed. However, that 
doth 
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the Chriftian religion, wherein he runs through all the Go- 
fpel, endeavours to explode all the proofs of it, raifes all the 
difficulties he can again/1; it, and prefles them with all pofiiblc 
vigoiy and bitternefs ; and, with the fame hear, confutes 
the objections of Chriftians again/t the Jews . This book 
he compofed againft the difciples of Luther , with whom he 
had had frequent conferences and difputes ; and it was not 
long before that piece was followed by another equally, if 
not more, virulent ; viz . • 

The Nitzachon , or Victories , commonly aferibed to R. 
Jont Tob Lipman , and publiftied and anfwercd by Itfr. l¥a- 
gcnfeil, as was lately hinted, and by Scbaflian Munftcr , in his 
Hebrew verfion of'? ^Itithcw's Gofpel. The reader may 
fee a farther account of that virulent book, and its author, 
in the margin (U). 

9 • 9 In 

doth not hindefr his book from Jtutaifm * and had been baptifed 
being one of the llrongefl that by that name. This is fuppofed 
have been written againfl Chrif- to be the book which the learn- 
tianity. • It hath had. feme edi- cd Skikard had defigned to con- 
tions fince that, of Wagsnfeil fute ^ but which Mr. Hackfpcto, 
above-mentioned, and hath been having with grvat difficulty pro- 
as learnedly co nfuted bv emi- cined from a Jewijh rabbi, a?:. 
nent divines;^ for both - which, 1 643 , caufed to be printed at 
we refer the reader to Dr. IVolf ffltorf the very # ncxt >car, in 
above quoted- Hrbrc*iv ; and was fince reprint- 

(U) not wilikely, as ed with much greater corrcil- 

fome Authors have obferved nefs by Mr. Wttgenfnl, and with 
againit Bartoloeci (who hath not proper note* 
diftinguiffied here with his ufual Since then R, Lipman , who 
.exa&nefs), that there have been flourifhed towards the end of 
fome other books printed under the fifteenth century, wrote two 
the name of Nitzachon (vidlo- (i books with the fame title ; the 
tics or triumphs); the rabbics one in confutation of the proofs 
being, as we have obferved which Chriltian* urge agafnft 
more than once, very fond of the Jews, from Jaacob's pro- 
fuch pompous titles ; one of t phecy, Theft the feeptre Jhall not 
them let^As to have appeared in depart from Judah, Cffr. (43). 
the tvl&fth century, from his The other, which was only an 
quoting no authors below but abridgment of that, # he t educed 
all above it. Another, which into verfe, that it might be the 1 
i ^gtf ffibuted to one R . Matt a- mor£ eafily learned by heart by 
/ 4 ^V appeared, A . C. 1 399 the Jcnxijh youth ; and it is diis 
written by himegainft that IVagtnfeil hath thought fo 

ne fitter, wTHJ had renounced dangerous, as well as worth 

f4 *) Bib’- Htbr . N. 114;. p. 641. J Genejit xlix. lo. D * bee, vid. 
Anc . Hiji. * of. Hi. p. 317 (G,. vci. x p . 629, 

Mo^.HiST.VoL.^MI. E« 


COA- 



Hiftory ef the B. XVI. 

In the mean time thefe difputes between the Jews and 
Chriilians feem to have produced fome new fefts among the 
latter, which were called in contempt Judaizers , Of half 
Jews. Of that fort was Seidelius, who maintained, that the 
Meffiah regarded only the Jews, to whom he had been pro- 
mifed in the fame manner as the land of Canaan ; and that 
the heathen had no more (hare in the promife of the former 
than of the latter. Hv; further affirmed, that the whole of 
religion was contained in the decalogue, and written in the 
hearts \)f men a . He was a native of Silefia , and there he di- 

* Martin. Seidelii, ad Caec- X.—jV. ep. L p. 806. 


confuting. But tha|. which Mun - 
per fo often takes to talk, in his 
Hebrew verfion of St. Mathew's 
Gofpel, and fometimes quotes 
whole paragraphs out of, being 
written in prole, is, in all like- 
lihood, the firft of Liptnt |«'s 
Writing, of which more by and- 
by. 

There hath been a fifth pub- 
lifhedfince under the fame title, 
which mull ^iave been written 
fince Luther and Calvin, as they 
are often quoted in it. But the 
7^ihave been fo fearful of its 
coming to lights that one of 
their rabbies, being informed 
that Hackfpan had got one of 
them, and was tranflating it in- 
to Lathe, Hole it from him, fo 
that it hath never appeared 
fince (*). 

Li pm an, in that above men- 
tioned in profe, n6t only drives 
to overturn ail the proofs of 
Chrifl being the Meffiah, but 
doth everywhere exprefs him- 
fclf with the greateft bitternefs 
again (l him and his religion, 
taking his Gofpel to talk in the* 
moll virulent manner ; and de- 
feends even to the lowed puns, 
Ailing it, in allulion to its Greek 
and Latin names, Havon-gheli- 

f*J See Wolf, ubxfnp . N. I3G4. V. 7 
WagenftH Tr/ii Tgnee, 


on, that is, the Revelation of In- 
iquity \ and. calling ‘his blefled 
Virgin Mother by the filthy 
name of Charia, which will not 
bear cnglifhing, indead of Ma- 
ria. Thofe who defire to know 
more of that pedilent work,may 
confult tlie authors lad quoted, 
and Mutper'i notes to his He- 
brew verfion of St. Mathew 

above* mentioned. - - — * 

In the mean time, we hope 
the generaljjyv}f our readers will ♦ 
not be d£plcaicd„ if we tell 
them, th$t our prefecit Jews, 
thofe efpecially of the higher 
clafs, are fo far from following 
his example, or ufing his blal- 
phemous expreflions, againd our 
divine lawgiver, that they make 
no fcruple to own a deep admi- 
ration of his precepts* above 
thofe of their own , efpecially 
thofe that relate to univerfal 
charity, beneficence meeknefe, 
humility, forgivenefs?<*Vc.; and 
how much deeper an impreflion 
they would make on them in his 
favour, were his profe&d 
ciplcs, like him, to difplay thofe 
excejjent Gofpel virtues^ * 

tice, as they cL* hi theoljf, cfv .nr 
considerate reader may 
guefs. ^ 

34. Bafnog. ubi fup. r. 34. §. 5—10. 

A 

rulged 
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vulgcd his notions, but gained few difciples to them. An- 
other, named Francis David, was called half a Jew, becaufe 
he^naintained it unlawful to pray to Jefits Chrift, who had 
taught us to pray to the Father only; and being now in hea- 
ven, could know nothing either of our wants or of our pray- 
ers b . Such was likev/ife reckoned George de Novara, who 
was burned at Bolonia , for denying that the Mefliah was 
come ; and fuch were alfo efteemedflome other fettaries, who 
obferved the Jcwifb Sabbath, abftained from blood and 
things ftrangled, 6r. ; fcveral of whom alfo fuffcrCd as half 
Jews, in England f. nd other parts. 

About the bcguiuYdJj of the fixtednfh century, the Jews j ews i am 
of Merjburgb, though they pretended to have been fettled nijkedfrom 
there e^r-fince the deftruftion of Jerttfa/em, were neveithe- Mcrf- 
lefs baniftiefl out of that city and diocefc by the bifhop of it. burgh. 
They did however find a fafe retreat in other parts ; and the A. C. 
emperor Ferninand I. not only protefted them, but granted * 5 ) 9 ' 
them the privilege of having a chief or prince of the capti- 
vity ; and ordered^ that the chiefRabbi of Worms fhould have *’ 
that advantage above any other of Jiis nation. They reckon ^ *q 
in the number of them, the famed R. Jakok, a native of that 1563* 
city, and a man of great learning, who left four fons, who 
“were all prejhients of academies, princes of the difpcrfion, and 
highly admiral'll their nation L .*One of them taught chiefly at 
Friburgh, wlifreViey had an academy and fynagogue, as well 
as in qfR?r cities o| the empire, particularly Vienna , whcie 

they had erefted a magnificent building. # This century did 
likewife produce a good number of learned doctors, both in 
Germany and Poland (W), who enjoyed very great privileges. 


b Franc. David, defenf. inter oper. Socini. tom, ii. p. 7^1 7 * 
BASNAG.itbf fup.c.34.. §.n,&feq, c Gant7.Tzemach, p. 153. 


(W) There flouriflied in Auf- 
tria the Earned R. Solomon Lu- 
ria , >?no was dtccm.d even 
more learned then Jakok above- 
mentioned, and was ftiled, ac- 
to their pompous way, 
Tfacrftvno/Uncl, the wonder 
; a ll peop le _wc 4 k:d ly 
i&jj l(g"?j ancTau t)?r \ frae litifh 
dsfterjions draifk of bh water ; 
and bis name was known in all 


the world, fie wrote a treatife, 
intituled. The Sea of Solomon, 
'jam Shloi alluding to his 
name, wherein he pretended to 
dive into the rrcatclt depth* of 
the thalmud ; and took a parti- 
cular cxarr.en of its ftile 41 J 
phrafes. fie was, according to 
their ftile, called up to the ce- 
leftial council, that is, he died, 
«*• >573 ( 44 )- 


./ 


( 44 ) Hbtai, Ebfrt.jn feelU. IMr. Gluts, uh f.f. 

E e s 


He 



420 


Hiftory of the B.XVL 

as well as liberty and quiet, in the latter ; Infomuch, that at 
Cracow they had a fynagogue, an academy, a houfe of judg- 
ment, and a great alfembly. They were likcwifc difperfgd in 
feveral other cities of that kingdom, and flonri(hcd under the 
protection of that government : only they were now-and- 
thcn liable to fuffer by popular commotions. Thus, for in- 
ftancc, their houles were one day fet all on fire in Pofnania , 
without daring to qucfjch it, being afraid left the populace 
fhould fall on them if they attempted it. The people do indeed 
prctenif, that a kinJ of lupernatural terror had feized on 
them from above, which would not futfet,them fo much as to 
draw water to quench the flames, any thing out of 

them ; fo that they were forced to ftand Hill, and fee their 
hotifes, ctfcds, and even the facred books, reduced to allies **. 
But, excepting thofe popular difafteis, learning, lis well as 
traffic, flohriflied amqng them ; and their academies were go- 
verned by men of great reputation (X). 

Cahiitnai. Ccmnumhn, in his way into Rujfui , found 
likcwifc in the pro\incc of Uhnnin a great number of Jews, 
in great credit, who did ifot inrich thcmfelves, as they do 
every -where elfe, by uVury, cbr. but by a 1 fair and honeft 
commerce. They cultivated their lands, and applied them- 
fclves to the ftudy of phyfic and afholwgy, ant^ihcrTrfmncd- 
the cuftoms^nd carriage of mcrchandife. T\ey are not only 

/{ Vi 

d Gantz T'/lmach, p. /J57. 

' t a 

He wrote feverJ other trads fays he publifhed a treatife of 
of the fame kind : fuch as his architedure, but which was 
IT if dam of Solomom, Curtains never printed (46). 
of Solomon, Crown of Solomon, (X) Among them was the ce- 
Columns of S lomon ; together lebrateavR. Jftrdcs , who taught 
wjth fome other expolltions, his at Cracow, A. C. 1553. and 
Bircath Hammaxon, or Blrfjhig was followed by a*rart number 
of the food , and his Sbccbitotb # of difciples, who flocked to him 
ubedicotb , which is a kind of " 
diredory how to kill and exa- 
mine hearts ufed for food (45). 

Abouuthe fame time flourifh- 
cd alfo R. Santfon dt Guntz - 
burgh , fo called tiom his* native 
glace, who was a great mafter 
of geometry and fc architedure, 
gained immenfe wealth, and 
dirtributed it with the fame 
liberality he got it. Biirtdocci 
( 4 S) Wolf uhi tup* N loco. p. 10 ’i. 

Gant?'., ubi f,f>. Waif Bjfrj-, ubl j-’' f , 

'Id. d\t. 

exempt 


rrom all parts to near his lec- 
tures. He was pic^jj, perfed, 
and expounded the la^ during 
the fpace of twenty years (47). 

Jcftpb Ccts, born in the fame 
city (48), was another 
profelfor, who is affirmed to 
havQ worn four crowj^tfy/z. 
that. oPVhc^ p?L'fthood^/or^e 
law, of the itnpcrial dig^tyf 
and of a great reputation (49). 

( 4 *) Id ibid. N. 22 f 1 . p. 11 ^ 3 . ( 47 ) 
35. J 5 , (4SJ lid. ibid. (49) 
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exempt from wearing a mark of diflinftion, but are even al* 
lowed to wear a fvvord, and to enjoy the fame polls and em- 
ployments as the natives of the country c . 

We took notice a while ago, that they had been ad- An a cade • 
vantageoufly fettled in Bohemia cver-fmce the tenth cen- m at 
tury, on account of great fcrvices they had done to the Chrif- Prague, 
tians there againft the banditti. They not only built a no- 
ble fynagogue, but erefted afterwar d« an academy at Prague, l 53 °* 
of which* R, Falk was chofen chief (Y) ; and enjoyed fome 
lingular privileges in that country. But they inctJikewife 
there with perflations and difallers. A general conflagra- 
tion having deflrft • . 1 part of that kingdom, they were 
accufed, and found guilty of having caufcd it ; fo that thofe 
that efcaoed the flames, were all banifhed # ten only excepted, Banijhcd . 
who obtain®! leave to continue at Prague . Ferdinand was 
not able to appeafe the tumultuous Bohemians, by any other 
means, than by their deaths or baniflunents, till the incendia- 
ries were di Hovered towards the latter end of the year, when R LCa iJ e£ i m 
they were all recalled, and fettled there afrefh f . 

It was not long before another llorm was raifed againft Anew 
them, on a fufpicion that they had "prayed at Prague again 
the Chriftians ; whereupon all the’r books were immediately A. C. 
felted, and int to Vienna . The lofs of them was very af- l 55 8 * 
flifting, notary on account ofrthcir value, big becaufe they 
were forced *> Mliciate in the fynagogue without them, and 
that by^iint of memory. They were however fo foon rc- 
ilorecf to them, tlat it looked as if they had teen taken away 
with no other view but to force them to redeem them. But 
even then their happinefs proved fhort-livcd, fince the empe- 
ror banifhed them all but ten families out of Bohemia , before Banijhed f 
that year was out. ^What his^rerifons were our author K doth and fettled 
not tell us \ butnhey were permitted at the fame time to go a f rr J h% 
and fettteili any part of his other dominions ; and it was 

• * 

c See the life of that prelate, written by Flfcuier, p. 270, 

BASNa>Ubi fup. $. 18. f Gantz, ubi fup. p. 151, & feq. 

* Rodolph. Imp, Decret. Pofan. an. 1578. art. ii. ap. Verboz 
Corp. per Hungar. tom. i. p. 52. Rodolph. ii. Decret. Pofan, 1 •' 

i 5 r^ 595 -art.x. 

l* . ^ % 

ThisrabWjoolj it into that the ’Jt’wiJL theology is too 
|ns head to HWiflucetfre Chrif- medical and abllrufe to bear 
^ian manner^f difpating in his being canvaffed by arguments 
fchool i but foon found that it and regular fyllogifms. 
difgufted all their vvifemen, and 

Ee 3 


sot 
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learned not long before they were refettled in that. What learned 
men, do&ors flourilhed in it may be feen in the next note (Z). 

Those 


(Z) They had feveral here 
that maintained the glory of 
their nation, among whom was 
the famed Ijncc Mckeling , who 
taught in that academy aftout 
the end of the fixteenth century, 
and, at hi? death, left the chair 
to his fon Char a*: Here like- 
wife flourilhed the celebrated 
Lin a Hitzlefr , who conveifed 
with the emperor Redolphus ; 
and of whom the jws fa y, 
that all Ifrael drank of his wa- 
ters , and walked by his light (50). 
He founded the academy called 
Klavfe , an. 1592, which be- 
came fo famous in his time, that 
it drew a vaft concourle of dif- ft 
ciplcs to him. He was chdfen 
at lall fuperintendant of all the 
fynagoguCs in Roland, 

Jebudab Bcty alee l , or, Leo* 
Prrgenfis, a native of Bohemia , 
likewife flourilhed in it, an . 
1553, and was chief of the Mo- 
ravian academies, apd judge of 
the nation in that country. He 
went thence to Prague, an. 1573, 
and there founded a new fchool, 
in which he taught eleven years 
with great applaufe, but left it 
at length to pafs into Poland \ 
where he died about the begin- 
ning cf the feventeaith centu- 
ry. He left feveral learned 
works behind, among which is 
that, intituled, The Redemption 
1 and Eternity of Ifrael, wherein 
he allures the Jews of the cer- 
tainty of the Mefliah’s coming, 
anc£ of his fettling them \n a 
perpetual flate of profperity. 
Some time before him lived one 


Abraham of Prague , who wrote 
a commentary on that of R . 
Jarchi 5 and who died, an, 

1 cjo, as his epitaph (hews. 

Mordcchai Japhc, or the Fair 9 
was likewife a native of Prague , 
and gained no fmall reputation 
among thof^of his nation for 
his g wo»W * ft ing;, but retired 
at lafl into Poland , wheie he 
died, an. 1611. He wrote fe- 
vcral learned volume# ; the 
principal one fs tlftt which he 
intituled, The Royal Robe (or 
Apparel) ; alluding, according 
to the rabbinic cuftom, to his 
name fake Mordechai , and the 
loyal drels Which Rin^/thafucrus 
caufed him to be cloathed with 
(i). The reader will not be 
diif leafed, if we fnjj^jiubff 
der in which he rpges this trea- 
tife. J» 

He dividesrt Sito ten differ- 
ent Royal HJvits, though' # he fi- 
nillicfl but five of them, which 
contain an accurate comment on 
another work. The firft part 
is ftijed, The purple Garment, in 
which he^freats of prayers and 
Hhankfgivimgs ; the fecond is, 
The white, which treats of the 
Sabbath ; the third is,‘ TJje goU 
dtn Crown, which treats of. 
things permitted and forbid $ 
tjie fourth is, A Robe ofofine Li - 
nen and fcarlet, in which ate ex- 
plained the ceremonies of mar- 
1 iage ; and the laft is, Tbefgar^ 
ment of the city of Shufhan, aria?* 
its rejoicing at the pfofpcbtojMf 
the Jevva^v), • -‘hfA*, 1* t 

The ' laft wc (hall mentio 


($0) B*fn$g. ubi (up. f. 34. §. 21. (1 ) F.flfor yiii. 15. (a) Barto/oe, ubi 
/•p. tom. iii. p. 40. fPof ub. Jup, N. 148:, p. 791, Gantx, B*Jn*g, 

hete 
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Those in Hungary were greatly diminifhed, towards the Oppnffei 
end of the fixteenth century, when the emperor Rodolphus ** Hun- 
laid a double tax on them, in order to oblige them to quit 8 ar X» 
that country the quicker; and, at length, obliged them to 
pay a monthly fine of fifty denarii per head, which, it was l ^* 
thought, muft have ruined them quite ; but, notwithftanding, 
a good number of them made fhift to maintain themfelves in 
ir, though a much greater was forced to feek their fortune 
el fe where. The Moravian fynagogijes fuffered a very fevere p er ficuteJ 
pcrfecution in the year 1574, a great number of Jews being in Mora- 


v «, 

here is the Jevoifi hitforian Da- been fo happy in his choice, as 

«i fid Gantz, fo often n 'j-ti in he might have been, had he 

this chapter, who was a native been a better judge of them, yet 
of that city, and there compofed it is fome merit in him that he 
his TzemRch ffavyl, which is a hath fo faf departed from the 
chronology from the creation method of his brethren, who 
to the year 1492 of the Chrifti- defpifechthe help of foreign au- 
> an sera ; and mult not, confe- thors, and thought it a diftio- 
quently, be confounded with a nour to make any ufe of them, 
didlionary of the fame name, Gantz clofes his chronology 
which we have cllewhere men- with an encomium on one Mo - 
tioned. He gave i: that title, dtchai Meufel , a very lich and 
either as it was his firft work, or liberal 7 'Tf who not only con- 
Ui put .. Bering nation in tributed largely towards a fyna- 

mind of the o^nch, David or jjogue, which was then build- 
Meffiah, who vra to redeem mg at Prague, afid was not in- 
them thraldonL and to in- ferior to thofe of Poland and 
duce them to pray tje more fer- Jerufalem , butLgave away vaft 
vently for the hailcning of his fums to the^relief of his poor 
coming. brethren in Bohemia and Pofna - 

There are three fingularities tiia. He ftilcs nim, the Bafis 
in his hiflory; viz. 1. That he and JVall of the School, the Chief 
begins at the creatioi^mentions of liberal Souls, the Father of the 
the patriarch s an^ fnt temple ; " Poor , the Oak of his Nation, and 
whereas dpprfilfof the JenxiJh the Love of his Brethren (4). • 
chronoMgers go no higher up His chronology hath been 
the aera of the Greeks. 2: tranflated Wto, and continued 
That, tlpugh he follows the • in, the German rabbmic lan- 
Hebre««\ or Pfeudo Jofephus, and guage, and in Latin ; befides 
other JtviiJb rabbies that wrote which he wrote two other trea. 
before them, yet is much more tifes, one on arithnfttic, filled, 
and often corrects them. The Shield of David; and the 
3»'Th|t he hath compiled his other, The Tower of David, on 
from Chriftijn au- geometry (j). I 

^ jOrs ;Tand not • 

‘b • • 

(4) Bart doc. ubi [up* Wolf ubi fup * N. 481, p* Z92. Bajn. ubi ftp . §. 24, 

* 5 , &c. ( 5 ) Hd. did. • 

S c 4 ^ burnt, 
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A. C. 
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Jt Bonn, 
1588. 

Settled in 

Brunf- 

wick, 

A. C. 

, 59 2 * 


Jews in 
Poland, 
during the 
lajl cent it • 
V- 


v, 

R. Solo- 
mon con- 
verted. 
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burnt, and otherwife difpatched, before the emperor could 
be applied to in their behalf, who was, at length, moved 
with pity towards them, and put an end to thofe mafliicres. 
Thofe in Franconia were accufed of having fet fire to feme 
houfes in the town of Bamberg ; for which they were plun- 
dered of all their cflefts, in order to make good that lofs, 
but had their lives fpared. They were ferved much in the 
fame way at Bonn on flie Rhine , when that town was taken 
and plundered by the Dutch general Schenk ; but were made 
ample amends for their lofs, towards the clofe of the fixteenth 
century, when Henry, then duk e of Jkjj nfwick, permitted 
them to fettle in his dominions. ^fTTfus tilde the princes 
of that illullrious houfe had been pofTcffed with a notion, that 
the tolerating of frhem would prove detrimental to /hat (late; 
infomuch that they fufFcrcd none of them, nbt even thofe 
that were merchants* to pafs through it ; and if any were 
taught, they were plundered with impunity. At length, 
complaint having been made of it to prince Henry Julius , * 
then duke of Brunfwick , he not only granted them liberty of 
cbnftience in his territories, but appointed # them a place in 
Lower Saxony, to carry on their commerce S : fo that there 
were but few places in Germany wheie they were not allow- 
ed to traffic, towards the latter end of the fftteentli centu- 
ry. It ib ncAv time to fee How they fared i^tl}e feventeenth, 
or tail. 

There is l\ardly any country in Eurojb, whercirftjie Jews 
enjoy greater liberty and privileges, than in Poland, though 
it grant none to the Protellants. They have their (lately fy- 
nagogues and academies ; and their houfe of judgment, or 
court of judicature, is endowed with (ingular authority, fince 
it is allowed to judge of criminal, as as civil, cafes. It 
hgth been even affirmed *, that they had oiur, '^.privilege of 
coining money ; but both the ffickels, *and inferip- 

tion f, and the tomb out of which they were taken, aiA J .?n 
which that conjeflure is founded, are too fufpicious to per- 
fuade one, that any crowned head would make tho*; fuch a 
grant. Jlowever, Poland is looked ■ upon as a nurfery of 
learned rabbics, and the place where the Jews fend all their 
youths to ftudy the th.flmud k , and rites of their religifr..<Jr 
Cocaking of the preceding century, we mentioned fosxe^sab* 

*> GANTzTzemach, ubifup. Bafn.^br*iup! w * r f Hift&ria 
yerf. Judaic, c. 3 . + De his vid. vol. iit. p. 21'$ & (X), & &q. 

k Hift. Un. Jud. ibid. p. 18. Vii.lalp^nd, tom. ii. d. 2 Juan, 
delafuente convenience de^las monarcliias, ap. Bafnag c. 35. 
}. 1, & fcq. * ... 
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bies there who were an honour to their nation ; this hath A. C. 
produced one who hath not only renounced Judaifin , but wrote 1 65$. 

and publifned 37 demonftrations againftit. But the condi- 
tion he then was in, as well as the attested fwoln ftile in which 
he wrote, gives one reafon to fufpeft the iincerity of his con- 
verfion (A). 

The city of Hamburgh is called the Lejffer Jerufalem, on At Ham- 
account of the many Jeios that livy and traffic in it. Their buigh. 
fynagogue is indeed at Altcna , a little city near it, under the 
king of Denmark , who pro t efts them likewife at Gluckjladt, 
but that doth no* hinder Hamburgh i rom entertaining a vaft 
number of them pfeWSic of whom are very lich, and others 
learned in various fcienc,es, efpecially phy/ic. They, are ob- 
fervedjo have been more traftablein th^ city than elfcwhcre; 
and that a^good number of them were converted in this centu- 
ry, by one Efdras or Ldzar , (whom [ome have miftaken for a 
.converted Jciv J and who made it his chief bufmefs to infhuft 
and confirm them in the Chriftian faith. A divine of that 
city once imagined, that if thofe iuftruclions were armed with 
fome violence, they would become more numerous an J ef- 
feftual. But the fenate being informal of it, fbou cooled his 
untimely zeal, which tended only to leften the number of their 
citizens, and had alidad y caufed fome popular commotions. 

We haveNdrcady obfei ved*that they were, endowed with Settled in 
gre at pr ivilege Prague, lor their great fei vices at the ficge Prague, 
of if^nd glonjfo much in that piece of met it, that R. Je- 


(A) His name was Solomon \ 
he had been bound for one of 
his brothers, and clnpt into a 
jail, whence nothin^ould have 
redeemed hjn^ fut his turniitg 
Chriftb|tss^^ud this, and his 
reackflels to yield* to every ar- 
ient of his inllructor, made 
is ccyiverfion fufpectcd. Me 
readily owne 4 that the Mefiiah 
was come, and that reafon could 
pot, ought not, to judge of the 
^jryfleries of faith, and that we 
ought to be wholly guided by rp. # 
^Vpjfition. Being told, that if God 
give* ifcflWpa foe proofs 
ofni$ divide prefence in the ho- 
ly ark of the covenant, which 


was mad? of wood, how much 
more, now l.e was united to our 
fldh, of which the ark was but 
the type ? he cried out, “ thefc 

\\ 01 d s are fwceter than ho- 
“ ncy, and pierce my # very 
u heart.” 

After Jus baptifm he endea- 
voured to convert his brethren, 
and wrote his 37 demonllra- 
tipns, in which he proved they 
IVlefliah was coma, that he way 
a«divine perfon, diftinft from 
God the Father. He inferibed 
his book to king Caftmir ^ in an 
elegant «and pompous dedica- 
tion (6). 


(f) Johan. S oh man, Demor.fi rat. cl * H'Jl. Colloquii. Offft Jib* BtitZJCi, €0Ugreff 
I. f%ol. V. p. 14, & jepj/idJ& Ji -fn. ub jip. (. J$, §. l. 


hudah 
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Their de- hudajh Leo compiled a hiftory of that tranfa&ion, in which he 
fence of highly extolls the fidelity and bravery of his nation; their in- 
(lt y* defatigable induitry in mining and countermining, watching 
and defending the place, £jc. but efpecially their piety in often 
aflembling themfelves in their fynagogues, to interceed with 
heaven, and to recite a moft pious litany, compofed for that 
purpofe, by R. Simeon, whofe head Jbines with bright lujlre • 
In a word, he feems to aferibe the prefervation of that city 
to their prayers and merift; notwithftanding which, they had 
the mortification to hear that the enemy, after railing the 
fiege, entered Tabor , and feveial other cities of Bohemia , and 
had plundered all the Jews. The a uthor C oncludes with an 
exhortation to thofe of his nation, tHu lhafi read Vis hiftory, 
to fiiout aloud, Bleffed be our God , wI?o hath wrought all thefe 
wonders in our favour . All this, however, hath not been ca- 
pable of creating a tolerable good underffandihg Between the 
citizens and them ; on «thc contrary, they hate one another, 
Bated by an d take all opportunities to (hew it : and it muft be owned 
the Chrif that the Jews have now-and-then been guilty of fuch enor- 
iiemsm muus deeds, as muft rendej them not oqly fufptsfted, but 
hateful to the Chriftians. .The reader may fee 9 few inftances 
of it in the margin (B). 

They 

(B) R . Chajijn al Joachim, % openly owned th/? he had never 
put one of the greateft cheats been a Chriftisn, J)ut a Je<w in 
and affronts on this city that heart, and /ed fuch**. That 
ever was heard, He had com- he had rc£ the fiacra- 
mitted fome fignaU theft ; to ment a few hours before, which 
avoid the fhame and punifh- they would find in his urinal, 
ment of which, he renounced where he had thrown it ; and 
Judaifm , and wrote a fevere breaking the crucifix he held in 
cenfure againft it. From thence his hand, tfteew the pieces away 
he removed to Vienna, where he (7), and was’V/rguted. Bar to - 
at firft ingratiated himielfwi tli the locci fufpe&s him to^y^p been 
court, and emperor Ferdinand', the author of the virulent^ wok, 
but finding his fortifte begin- lately mentioned, called Thole *' 1 
ning to fins, he aflbeiated him* doth Jefu, or, the Generations of 
felf with fome other Jew, and Jefus\ but upon no probable 
robbed the % treafury. They grounds. 

^ere foon difeovered and con- We have another jmftance of 
demned for it ; and Chajim, t their hatred to the Chriftjtfe«£, 
who in his baptifm had been *nd their religion, in a Jqv of. 
named Ferdinand Francis En - tins city, named Lazarus. 
geljbergh, diflcmbled, *in hopes an. 1 fon iifclinS 
of a pardon, till he came to the ed to receive baptiftn, fell upoi£ 
place of execution ; but there and killedjiim. Being impri- 

( 7 ) Wagef^til Tela ign.a Satasef,}. 189. 


foned 
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They bad enjoyed in Hungary the privilege of farming Stript of 
the revenue, till Ferdinand 11. took it from them, by an edift their pri* 
.dated 1630 1 : notwithftanding which, they found means, it vikg** in 
feems? to preferve themfelves in it, lince Ferdinand III. was H“ n g«i r ) r » 
afterwards obliged to deprive them of it, by a new one, which 
condemned thofe to the lofs of their places, who admitted the 
Jews into any of them ; becaufc, fays this law, they have nei- 
ther confcience nor honejty , and are therefore unworthy to enjoy 
the privileges of the kingdom of Hungary (n . This did not, 
however, prevent their being winked at, and keeping thofe 
employments, till that emperor fent once and again*exprefs 
commiffioners to d^ve them out, and to punifh thofe com- 
munities that had connived at it; the lall of which com- 
miflions was in the year 1655". However, they continue 
there ftillf f nc)j only under the prote&ion of* he Grand Seignor, 
in thofe parts whfch arc under his dominion, but in thofe of 
the empire. In this laft, when they gt> to law againft the * °f 
i Chriftians, there is a form of an oath preferibed to them/ Jeir oat ’ 


A. C. 
1630. 
& 1647. 

1655. 


1 Vid. Ferd. II. ijnp. dccret. arf. xv. an. 1630. ap. Verboz 
Corp. jur. Hunger, tom. ii. p. 256. # m Fcrd. iii.decre.. ii. Pb- 
fonienf. an. 1647. art. ix. ap. eund. p. 344. n Ibid. Tub an. 1649. 
p. 383. & decret. Fofon. v. an. 1655. art. xxix. p. 402. vid. Bas- 
nag.c 35 . ££ 9 . * 

\. 

foned for it, he^feminto a frefh 
fit of cMipair, and\y the help 
of another Jew, wh#was in the 
fame place, ftrangled himfclf. 

This laft was condemned to be 
broke upon the wheel ; rnd in 
hopes to fave his life^egged 


up to look upon all fuch things 
as idols, they pafs by without 
taking notice af it, or of the 
names of God written upon it, 
which is often attended with 
vexatious confequences. For 
the fcholar., who are there very 
to be baptized; y^ich v\ as 9 numerous, fcldom fail of abufe- 


granted to hi$*iJMt that did not 
prevent J^ oeing executed (8). 
^_^___The other hand, thq 
F Chriftians are not wanting in 
•means to*fpight and mortify 
them ; and have, among other 
things, ere&ed a brafs crucifix 
qn the bridge which parts the 

^ rihM • an/l in rwrrl.r rn 


ing and drubbing them; where* 
upon a riot cnfucs, of which 
they are commonly obliged to 
pay the coft* as well as bear the 
blows and difgrace. All thi9 
doth not hinder their being fo 
numerous, that they £11 the third 
city of Prague ; but they arej 


e Jp 

*Cv/ cities ; and in order to moftly very" poor and mifera/ 
PW»F 3 rthem to pay homage to/^ble, and forced to hire them* 
iivtfiaye en gr avegj hg n yn f s of felves to t^e meaneft offices, 
v $od afuout it in K^^vcharac- both to the citizens and to 
ftrs. But as ^hey are brought ftrangers ( 9 ). 

{8) Bofnag . ub.fup , 5, fa. (9) ffiforie, remark in 0 voyage from Italy 
to Rutland, an . 1704 .p. 130 , Bafnag.uk, f*$% 

* . * which 
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which is very Angular, and which the reader may fee in the 
margin (C). 

A gnat Notwithstanding all this, th qJ^ws made choice of 
ajfembly of t his kingdom, preferably to all other countries, to hold their 
theinheld g ran d council, an . 1 650, in which was to be debated the 
tH important point of their religion; viz . whether the 

^theMefli- Mefliah was come * A countryman of our own, who tells us 
d b' he was piefent at it, ha^i given us the following account of 
it °. The Jews being in doubt about the great number of 
centuries which have elapfed fince the time in which they ex- 
pected him to appear, agreed to call a general aflembly of all 
their rabbics, to dear up that poin***' Hungary appeared to 
them a proper place, becaufe the TurHJh wars had in a great 
meafure depopulate^ it ; and they made choice of the plain of 
Again , about 30 leagues from Buda, and the princes then at 
war readily granted them that liberty. Three hundred of 
their moft learned rabf>ies, out of different nations, met there 
accordingly, with a vaft multitude of other Jews , who flocked 
thither from other countries. They all encamped under their 
tcjtts; and one, larger than* all the reft, f was reared for the 


0 Brett’s narrative of the proceeding^ &c. phxnix xv. tom. ii. 

P-544- 


(C) They are obliged to turn 
their faces towards the fun ; to 
Hand barefoot, their bodies co- 
vered with a cloa*k, and their 
heads with a fc'uxjh hat ; and 
laying their hand upon a roll or 
volume of their Jaw, repeat the 
following words : “ I, fuch-a- s 
“ one, a Ji<w. do fwcar by the 
* c living God, the almighty 
“ God, who hath made the 
<c heavens and the earth, and - 
u all that is in them, that I am 
“ innocent of the crime of 
€ ‘ which that Chriftian accufcs 
“ me. And if I am guilty of 
it, may the earth open hfe*f 
“ and fwallowme up, as it did ' 
“^Datban and Ab*rc.m: may 
the palfy and leprofy, which 


Elifoa rer^)vetl from Haaman 
upon G/ aji y fall Ap<Sn me : 
may thetyalling ficknefs, the 
bloody-flux, and gout, feize 
me in an inftant : may a hid- 
den death carry me off : may 
my '-ody and foul perifh : 
may itV* eood fortune be 
overturned^: 1 never get 

admittance into bofom 
of A hr a ham : may few * 
given on Mnunt-Siimi blot me 
out ( fne Meat) : may all the 
holy writ contained in the 
five books of Mcfts confound 
me. And, if my prefentoagi 
is not true and juft, may 
( Adonai ) , by his diviffenc'v- 
4>lor mg nit of tllfeDc ^ 
of 117^(7^ •- 


(10) Vet box. Ccrp. jur. Hu r. gar. part iii. titul. 36.' tom. i. p. 1 39. op. Bjfnag. 
ub. ftp. §. le. 
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grand council to lit in (D) ; and R. Zac hurt ah, of the tribe of 


429 


evi, was chofen their prefident and fpeaker. He was feated 
before a large table, with his face towards the eaftern door of 
the pavilion, and all the reft fat round him. 

The fir ft day was fpent in compliments and mutual con- 
gratulations, and in excluding thofe who could not prove 
their JeiviJh origin, which amounted to about 5 or 600. On The refult 
the fecond day the prefident propofjd the quellion, in words of it, 
to this effeft : “ We are here met to examine whether the 
“ Meffiah is come, or whether we muft ftill watf for his 
“ coming ?” Ujjpn which fome profefted themfelves inclined 
to believe Jjc 'tibas als^pdy come, feeing thofe great misfor- 
tunes and difajhrs which Providence had continued to fend 
down amongfi them, during fuch a [cries cj^ centuries, could not 
be owin§ tojbcic idolatry ; a crime from which their nation had 
kept themfelves wholly free, ever Jince their return from the 
Babyloniih captivity . So that all thofe miferics which they 
had f iff c red fincc their difperjion , muft be owing to fome other 
caufe. This was rightly judged ; and they might have juftly 
added, that it wa?folely owing* to their ftill rcje&ing* of jhat 
Mcfliah whoirf God had lent at the Appointed time, as we have 
clfcwhere fliewn f : but the majority of votes carried it againft 
them, and ft was agreed that the Mcfliah was not yet come, 
and that his :lay was owing their lins aruUm penitence. 

They nextWlebated in what manner the Mdfiah was to 
como^and cafilm agreed to thefe three particulars, lft. That 
he vfould appeatras a great conqueror, and deliver them from 
all foreign yokes. 2dly. That he would* alter nothing in the 
Mofaic religion. And 3<ily. That lie was to be born of a 
virgin ; and that this his miraculous birth was to be a cha- 
ratteriftic by whir.’rtie fhould be known to thofe who were 
ftrangers to covenant. Some fai ther debates they had, 
the fuj:#fvj!nce of which may be feen in the margin (E).*The 
rimJt' ’ . . congiefs 

•ji See before, vol. x. pT 449, Sc fcq fub. not. Sc alib. 


(D) In this vaft afTembly, and could make out their gene- 1 
(which confuted of fome of the alogics, fhould Sic admitted j 
, mod confiderahle pcri'ons of wljich caufed great numbers^^ 
their nation, who came thithej^ them to be excluded : and tS^fe 
•tfrrjfl moft countries of Euijfe, were cnly admitted to dtand 
not 1 ; a without, % and at a certa$ dif- 

and for whichgrcat plenty cf tance from the great pavilion, 
eprovifions, and all btiier conve- and. among the ftrangers whom 
niencies had been "brought) it cunofity had brought thither 
was rcfolved that none but thofe* alfo. . 

who fpokp the Hclscw tongue, (E f They debated, among 

other 
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congrefs had lafted fix days, when fome ecclefiaftics, fent 
thither from Rome, prefented themfelves before it; and not 
content to prove to them that Jefus Chriji was the pro- 
mifed Mefliah, began to extol the worfhip, ceremonies, and 
the authority of the church, whofe head was the vicar of that 
divine Perfon. This declaration immediately caufed a ftrange 
uproar in the council, among which nothing was now to be 
heard but a tumultuousoutcry of No Chriji ! no God~man ! no in - 
terceffion of faints ! no ivorjhip of images ! no prayers to the 
Virgin /* accompanied with loud clamours, rending of cloaths, 
flopping of ears, £tc. and in this manner ’■hey parted for that 
A new one next > was the ?ih, they only met to agree 

4 j w upon another council, which ftiould be held three years after 
* ’ in Syria t where, ovr author tells us, there are ftill fome of the 

ancient Rechabites # . He farther obferves, that 1 fome of the 
Jcwifh doftors owned themfelves not a little (haken at what 
had paflTed, and exprefled a defirc to converfe with fome 
proteflant divines ; but that the prefence of fo many monks, 
they faid, deterred them, and made them fear fome tragical 
conclufion to thdr aflemblv.* 

About io years after, they were in fuch high credit at 
Vienna , that R. Zachariah had obtained leave to build a ftately 
fynagogue, and academy, in order to revive learning among 


• / 

* De his, vid. Anc. Dift. vol. iv. p. V36. (S). 

i 

other points, Whether Jfus bedee , one ttf the chiefs of thae 
Cbriji , who had be£n crucified, fed, anfwered, that he wrought 
might not be the Melhah ; to them by his magic art. Abra - 
which the Phari fees, who over- ham objeded, that no magic 
ruled the afleinbly, anfwered, art couid give fight, hearing, 
on the following day, that he « or fpeech,Xathofe that were 
coujd not be that perfon, be- born blind, dumb : to 

caulc he appeared in a low' and which the* other rej?h d, that 
defpifed ftate; whereas the Mef- tfcofe blind, deaf, and 
fiah was to appear in a glorious .had been fo formed in the 
and triumphant manner. They womb by magic art; and that 
likewife objeded his being the he that cured them did nothing 
. Ton of a carpenter, and the aver- elfc but diflolve the charm by 
<f \on he had along fliewn agpinll the fame diabolical power. The , 
t^e law oiMofrs. Sadducees, tho' in other things 

Here a rabbi, named Air a- ‘fi oppofite to them, agreed 
ham^ who was flill r uniluisfied and th&mofer 

with the pharifaic reafoning, readily; as the/denied tne re- 
ftrenuoufly infilled upon Crn/i's furredion, "which Chriji had fo 
miracles ; and aiked them, by rtrenuoufly defended againfl 
what power they thought he, them, 
could work them? To\hisZr- 


thenu 
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them. He had endowed the latter with a fufficient penfion High m- 
for twenty-four doflors, who were to read lectures on the At at Vi- 
thalmud night and day ; fo that the fchool was to be always enna » 
open, and feme doftors teaching in it. The building, how- A r 
ever, was fcarcely finifhed, when the emperor banifhed all the 
Jews out of that capital, and turned their fynagogue into a d 
church They complain, that the emprefs fuperftitioufly 
afcribed her barrennefs to their toleration ; for which God 
punifhed her foon after; for that fhe was brought to-bed of a 
daughter, and died in child-bed. Not long after which, they n eca ij e ^ 
were all recalled^and fettled in that capital. That monarch 1671/ 
did not a little fefent tile zeal with which thofe of Buda fuf- 
tained the fiege againft him ; tho’ in reality they did but their 
duty ii^it, feeing they were fubjefts of<he Ottoman empire. 

However, they are not only tolerated at Vienna, but arc admit- 
ted to feveral high ports, and titles of ljonour ; but the people, 
who begrudge them the wealth which they acquire under the 
government, fometiines raife vexatious commotions, in order 
to (trip them of it. They were no lefs numerous and flourifh- Sf n f f h 
ing in moft other large cities ot’thc empire, as well as in*the 
provinces of Servia, Croatia , Moldavia, Valantma , be. and laCe ' * 
tho* they are banifhed out of the city of Nuremberg, yet they 
are fettled in.jnoft of ‘the neighbouring towns, and have a fy- Settled /• 
nagogue at Pfyrt , and are evdh permitted to -enter that city, other farts 
under a guide tfjio flays with them all the time. The fame ofthetm - 
may §STfaid of thi city of Aujhurg , where they had formerly fire . 
a fynagogue ana academy, and their dqftors and difciples 
were maintained by the rich merchants of the place \ but 
have been fince banifhed from it, and muft buy the liberty 
df coming into it at tjie price of a florin for every hour they 
flay in it. , ■* * 

The Ratiflon are accufed of having ftolen from 

the C^/iitians there, one of their greateft faints, whom they 
ijFti&xmmeron, and affirm to have come -from Poitou , and to 
, have converted the Huns ; whereas the former affirm him to 
have been of their nation, and defeended from Amram the 
father of Mofes. It is not eafy to decide the controverfy ; 
only this may befaid in favour of them, that they don’t appeaar 
^fb fond of faints as to fleal thofe of the Chriftians ; which^s 
porgithan thefe can fay for ■jKemfelves. Thofe of Warms . affe 
alfo charged^ b^onejjdjo^Cbjuied Judaifyi , to have wrlten 
the name oF (Jod on the top of their fynagogue, out of I fu- 
perftitious notion, fhat it was an effHtual means of preferving 


P Barrio’s Hift Judaic. Basnao. u^. fup. §. 20. 
Him deTipela, Isinexar. 
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it to them ; infomuch, that they fuffered it to be covered 
with fpiders webs, rather than run the rifque of defacing' it 
by brulhing them off. But the French foon convinced theni 
of the vanity of that notion, when they took that city, rand 
demoliflied that building to the ground. A late traveller 
Numerous, reckons 30,000 Jews in Franc fort ; yet they are but ill ufed 
and dif there, being often plundered, fined, and made to carry 
per fed at watcr> where-tver any fire happens; and the citizens paint 
rrancfort t j lern j n t h e * ir ^onfes in Ml manner of ridiculous and other 
forms, on purpofe to render them defpicable and odious : 
and yet {hey feem fond of living, th'o* in extreme poverty and 
contempt, in all thefe parts, and often produce fome very 
learned men among them (F). * 

Wfc 


r Hiitorical remarks on a jou: 
fup .§ .25. 

(F) Among them was the 
famed cabbaliil Nathan deSfira , 
who, about an. 1640, wrote a 
panegyric on the Holy Land, in- 
tituled The Good of the Earth ; 
and another called Megillath 
Humucoth , or Volume of the Pro- 
fundities; which is a cabbalifti- 
cal comment cn fome verfes in 
the third chapter of Deuterono- 
my, wherein he hath difeovered 
fundry deep myfteries, which he 
there explains, and removes the 
difficulties which occur to him. 

There flourifhed another fam- 
ed one at Cifenftadt , about an. 
1682, named Mordechai , who 
fet up at firft for a prophet ; and 
finding the people ready to cre- 
dit him, gave himfclf out to be 
theMefliah. Thofeof Italy wrote 
letters to invite him thither, 
where he was according receiv- 
ed with great refpeft ; but the 
0* rabbi who conduced him thi- 
ther having difeovered his ipj- 
pofture, began to cry him down; 
btK was forced by ^he reft to re- 
tirt 1 , and obtained a certificate 
from them, upon condition- that 


ncy into Italy, ap. J3 as‘mc. ub. 

he fliould fpeak no more againft 
him; but upon his breaking his 
word, was accufed of divers no- 
torious Crimes. However, the 
falfc Mefliah w?.s found out, and 
forced to retire from Italy into 
Poland ; and it is from the rab- 
bi aboVe-mcntioned that we 
have this account, fo that it can 
hardly be called in quellion. 

But the njfoft celebra' ' rabbi 
that Germary hath ptod&ced in 
the laft century, was the great 
IJ'aae Loria , author of the meta- 
phyfical introduction to the cab- 
balah, ig which he examines 
the reafons which induced God 
to create the He was a 

native of Jerufalem , f»jrd his ap- 
pellative of AJkenafi 
was only given 1dm on account 
of his long abode in Vhat coun-^ 
try; for he retired again into 
Palcfiine , towards the latter end 
of his life, and was buried at 
Sapbeta in upper Galilee . He * 
wrote feveral other tq-atHes, 
uhk:h there ader may fee in the 
auitiors quSteu in* the margin 
(11), but*that above-mentioned 


(lO Njrratiuncuta Jud.ft eujufi^m it R t Mrdoihai Pfeujo ]&Jpd.a*, 1682, 
op.Buxitrf, CitakctSjP j (( j # r ' 


was 
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We c6me now to thofe that &re fettled In Holland , Miere*' Jews in 
if we may believe one of their writers, they enjoy greater li- Holland 
berty and quietnefs, and are more flourUhing and wealthy *utntrout. 
than in any other part of the world \ They are here of two 
forts ; viz. thofe who come from Germany, and thofe who 
come from Portugal and Spain, and are fo divided, on ac- 
count of fome difference in their ceremonies, that they hear- 
tily hate each other (G). Zeigler was once very confiderable jy eceitVi j 
among the former, and came to Arnfterdam, on purpofe to Y R w 
delude them with the hopes of a meffiah, whom he jftetended Zeiglen 
to have already fee* at Strajburgh * and who would appear im- 
mediately after their convtrfion and agreement werecompleat- 
ed (H), and foon after deftroy Anti-ChrifVs and the Turk- 

ijb effipij£, and extend his own from onetend of the world to 

• • 

1 Dan. Levi de Barrios, Cafade Jaacob* p. 24. 


was fo highly admired by our 
great . Henry More , that he 
thought it might be of lingular 
fervipe to convert not only the 
Jews, but the heathen, to Chrif- 
tfanity(i2). 

(G) The truereafonj howe- 
ver, of this extreme hatred, if 
wfe may believe the Germans, 
lies deeper, and is, more judifi- 
able; UfSr. the diflimulation and 
remiiTnefs of thofe fof Portugal 
and Spain j who, as we have ob- 
served more than once, live in 
thofe countries, and conform in 
all things with the poptfti reli- 
gion, for the fake of enriching ( 
themfelves, arddien retire into 
Holland*** epjOy with more 
fafuji ihe fruits of their hypo, 
crify. They charge them like- • 
*wKe witS being too remifs in 
many things relating to their 
law, of which themfelves are 
jnore Scrupulous obferver6 ; and 
-if we may judge of thofe in 
* Holland by thofe in Engl 
where one fort is ten.acj^ 
theotherreiniis/to'an extreme, 
if not to *a teult, the charge 
will appear far from gsoundlefs. 

(fa) Buxtorf® Wolf, BtlUUb . N. 
vot. ii. p . 95, & * 

MOD.HlST.VOL.Xni. 


(H) Thismeffiah, whom he 
affirmed to be lineally defend- 
ed from David king of Ifrael, 
by the line of Nathan , was then, 
he faid, but fourteen years old. 
His anceftors had refided about 
1000 ^ears in the kingdom 
of Tunis * whence they pafled 
afterwards into«that of Gr/i- 
nada in Spain , whence being 
expelled by king Ferdinand 
they had fettled themfelves in 
Germany . *He was then at 
Strajburgh, where Zeigler had 
feen him, and foi* whom he re- 
ferred a diadem and fword, td 
put into his hand, in order to 
bring all the world under Jiil 
dominion. This was his fabu- 
lous accoutre of him. However, 
this cheat mud not be Confound- 
ed With another rabbi of the 
fame name, who was defend- 
ed from the houfe«of Salmes , 
born, at Landau, and was well 
^erfed in mod fciences, for thi/ 
lad died about 70 years beta 
(13), and w^s called James, ^jnd 
the ^>ther Philip . ■ 


p. 67V 


I :*7 r p. 6 7I. (13) Foetii difput. feltFf. 

F f j the 
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the other. He was llkewife to a (Terrible a general council at 
Con/lance . , which would laft twelve years, and put an end to 
all their feuds about matters of religion. This meffiab, how- 
ever, did not appear ; and the Jews found themfelves vilely 
deluded by that impoftor \ 

Of thofe who retired thither from Portugal and Spain , one 
' Accufed of of their chiefs, named Michcz , of Spanijh extract, is accufed 
intelli- by Strada u of having promoted the wars in the Low Countries , 
genet a- by promifing the magiftrates of Antwerp a powerful fuccour j 
gaihjtfhe anc j W rotc to them from Confiantimple , that the Grand Scig- 

ards 11 " nor W0ll ^» * n a ^ lort t,me > muc h work for the king 

' 1 of Spain , that they w r ould meet with no great obitruftion from 

him. But tho’ he did not keep his promife with them, it 
fhews that the Jews were fafer in thofe parts than ; n Spain, 
fince he chofe to (heller hiinfclf there fo early. Bor it was not 
till about forty years after that \ hofc of Portugal and Spam came 
to fettle in Holland . However, their fu ll alTembly at Amftcrdam 
cau fed no fmall jcaloufy among the citizens, who took them a** firlt 
for Roman-catholics in difguife; till, upon fet ching their lioufes, 
cfpccially thofe where they met to worlhip, they found nothing 
but Hebrew books, and the volume of the Mofaic law s upon 
which they were only charged to pray for the prefervation of 
the city, which they readily promifed ; and built foon after 
The frfl their lirft fyrihgogue there, which they called the Houfe of Ja- 
Jynagngue cob , becaufe a rich Jew of that name was the founder of it w . 
in Am- They reared another not long after, which they ftitei Neve 
flerdam. Shalom , the Dwelling of peace ; and put it under the care of a 
A fecund famed rabbi, named Judah Vega , who was come from Afric „■ 
built. but left it, and rctiied to Conjlantincple ; where he compiled a 
hiflory of his nation, down to the de/^ru&ion of Jerufalem 9 
by Titus. He was fuccecded by R. Uziel , who cenfured the 
faults and rcmifTnefs of the Jews , in fuch fevere terms, that he 
A third* incurred their hatred ; upon which a thkd C/n^^ue was- 
A. C. built, to which the fchifmatks repaired, under the ebuduft 
1618. of another rabbi, named Pardo. This Bait was Piled Betk, 
ffrael, the Houfe of Ifraef. This fchifm lafled about 20- 
years, nqt without great heat on both fidcs ; but was at 
Jk #»/7ft«;sJength happily ended, and the three fynagogues were re- 
A. C. onciled, and united into .{jne, to which they gave the 
*639. iume of Tbalmud Hathoratb , 1 % The Study rf the Law (I). 

v * p 

• t 1 ''urnfji- /C. 

* Voetii difput. felefti'tom. ii. p. 9J. ■ Strap, de bell. 

Belg. lib. v. p. 214. * Vid. Silva del Anton. Alrares Sn- 

ares. 

([) Since then they have well as fynagogues ; and one of 
taken care to found fefcoob as them called K*tb%r Hmtkorab , 
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R. M E N A S S E, author of fevcral learned treatifes, and R.Me- 
^ne of the ableft divines which the Jtrwifb nation hath pro- na ^c cbo* 
duce^ thefe many centuries, was chofen to expound the thal-/™* 
mud there, at the age of eighteen ; and gained fucb reputa- 
tion for his learning and application, that it raifed the envy &&& 
of the jeajous rabbies, and created him many enemies. But he € b<*ratier. 
defpifed their calumnies, and purfued his ftudies with fuch 
affiduity, that at the age of twenty hg publifhed the firft part 
of his Conciliator on the Pentateuch ; wherein he endeavoured 
to reconcile the feeming contradictions of the facrcd books, 
by the expofitions 4>f ancient and modern doftors, and by his 
own conje&ures. And thi^w°rk, which he afterwards finiffied, 
gained him the eftcem and admiration of all the learned, both 
Jews and Chriftians x ; and it muft be ow$ed, that no rabbi, 
cither before*)!' fince, ever handled thofe difficult points with 
fomuch erudition and folidity (K). 9 

BARTOLOCCt 


* See the Epiftlc of R. Zachuth, prefixed to his Conciliator, 


Or the Crown of* the Law, hath 
been Bill governed by fome of 
their molt learned men, and was 
founded an. 1643, But that 
% which moft difplays the flourifh- 
ing ftatg^of this nation, is the 
vait and noble fynagogue which 
they confecrated ^7^.'' 1 67 3, and 
hath been fo dcfervedly admir- 
ed by all the judges of ar- 
chitecture, and fo much cried 
up by their own preachers, that 
there has been a collection 
printed of tht fermons preach- 
ed on 14), and 

may be lightly called pompous* 
^anegyriefcin the fwollen Jew- ' 
ijb ftile : not but the Jews de- 
fervethe greater commendation 
for th at noble ftrulture, becaufe, 
tho’ it was reared in time of 
war, which caufed fome ob- 
"“ftrulftion to the work, yet being * 
begun in April 1671, : ^ 
compleated % in tjie (hort fpace 
four years (1$). 


(K) R. Manaffewas of Jew- 
ijh extr^lt, and of the family of 
the famed Abra*vanels, but was 
£> far from the morofe conduit 
of the learned 8f his nation, 
who fhun the company of 
Chriftians, thaj he made him - 
felf many r # eal friends among 
them. The great poet Bar - 
lecus was one of them, who 
wrote in his praife, and proteft- 
ed that no difference of opinions 
•fliould leffen his efteem for fo 
learned a man. Even the learn- 
ed Grctius often confulted him 
on difficult paffages of feripture 
"with good iuccefs, and encou- 
raged him to go on and publiih 
his excellent works, and recom- 
mended them to the learned as 
of great fervice towards tho,j 
r ‘:£ht underftanding of holy writ! 
(16). / 

He had alfo many frieijU 
amcJfc^thofe in power; all whrc h 
raifed' jealoufy of fome zea- 


(14I Strmvtet quepregaraton, £$e. Debt*, i>ii. Bafoag. §. 5. (15) n . 

Jub nut. IB\ Gtttii Epift. am 1639 f. 564. 
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Saktolocci accufcd him of having taken the advantage 
of the civil- wars in England , to prevail upon Oliver CrorhweH 
to permit the Jews to fettle there. On the other hand, a J 
Jew if h hiftorian affirms that Cromwell , and his parliament in- 
vited him over to treat about it /. But without entering far- 
ther into the matter of faft, was it not natural for him to 
endeavour to procure fuch an advantageous fettlemcnt to his 
Comet to nation as that of Englana ? But whether invited or no, it is 
England, plain he # came over into England with that defign, and was 
A. C. well received by Cromwell and the parliament, as well as his 
*656- apology for the Jews , in which he exploded all the calum- 
nies raifed againli his nation, especially thofc of their crucify- 
ing and ufing the blood of ChrifHan children at their PafT- 
over ; and pleaded ?heir caufe fo well there, that, if-Ave may 
believe fome authors of thofe times, lie obtained d much better 
fcttlement, and greater privileges for them, than ever they 
had enjoyed before in England z . We (hall fpcak of that apo- 
logy in the account of his works. However, Bartchcci not 
onjy cenfurcshim for it, but charges him with other frivolous 
matters, tho’ he reprefen ts them as crimes ; fuch as his taking 
part with the remonft rants, in order fo obtain their friend- 
ship and proteftion ; and printing his works without the ap- 
probation or leave of the f Chnftian divines, from all 
which he hsfth been fufficiently cleared by Mr. Bafnage . 
Death* He died at Amjlerdam , an. 165a, and left a fon, who inherited 
A. C. his printing- hoi fe, and printed his father’s works in it*. His 
other works may le fecn in the margin (L). R . Zachuth , a 


great 


y Barrios lliftor. univerf. Judayc. * Id. ibid. vid. Tho- 
ruiL. Spizel. Coronid. Philologic. p. 382. & Pantheon Anabap- 
iflic. part ii. lib. iii. p. 234.. Wolf, ub.fup. p. 783. * JBartol. 

Woli'jBasnag. Ate. # 


lous divines to fuch a degree, •brew Pentateuch, with a Spanijh 
that they condemned Barltem s verfion to it, an, 1646. 3. Te- 

verfes in his praife ; and a kind foro dos Dinim , or treafury of' 
of paper ww was begun among rites, in Portuguefe , an . 1645. 
uthe learned, in which cvt?ry one 4. His O economic, or collection o£ 
tpok what fide he pleafed ( 1 7^ rites relating to women, chil- 
*L) Befides the Conciliator *^rcn, fervants, and goods.. 
ab vc-mentioned, the 2d, jd* /i-p^r^vric on the queen of 
anJjth parts of which tool*-J{> ~ Sweden. 6. His ] Pbocylides , in 
the remainder of the Ol^ Tef- Spanijh Vtfrfc. 7. HSs Elenje - 
foment, he publilhed, * . A Spa - kara* or precious done, or com- 
vijb bible, an, 1630. t*. A He' menton the ftatue of Ncbucbad- 

\ 

( 17 ) Sec Wilf* Bibl, Heebr, N t 1463 . p, 778 , $?/*?. 

1 nazzar * 
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h great friend and panegyrill of Menaffc b , ana who flourifhed at R. Z a- „ 
the fame place and time, was of Portuguefc extract, and born chuthV 
at UJbon , an . 1 575. He was fent by his parent, who made darafien 
outward profeflion of popery, to ftudy phyfic at Salamanca 
and Canbnbra ; after which he returned and fettled at his na- 
tive place, where he gained no fmall reputation for his 
learning, and more fo by the charitable cures he performed 
among the lick poor, and for fome notable ones at court. 

He wrote feveral books, particularly an hiftory of the chief 
phyiicians, which he dedicated to the pope’s refidentiary 
there. And after having didemblcd about 30 years, he rStired to 
Amjhrdam , where he was circumcifed, and died a Jciu, leaving 
feveral works' unlmiflied, fchich hedefigned to print c . Thofe a. C. 
he publiflied wue of the phylical kind, 1642. 

b Bartol^c. Wolf, Basnac. 8 c c. c See his Life, written 

by Ludov. 1 e m o so, prefixed to his book JDc Calculorum Morbo. 

Wolk, ub. fup, N. 568. Basnag. c. 36. §. 13. 


nazzar. 8. His treatife of the 
refurre&ion of the dead, and 
immortality of title foul. 9. Of 
Adams fall, and frailty of hu- 
man nature. 10. Of the hope 
of Tfrael ; in which he cndca- 
t vours to prove, from the rela- 
tion of Antonio Montcziuo, that 
the te! Y'ijrae'itijb tribes are fet- 
tled chiefly in America, along 
the river Sabbai ion. This book 
was dedicated to the Englijb 
parliament, and received the 
thanks of it from the chairman 
of the committee, in an epiftle 
printed at London, an. 1650, in 
wh ich th s ■ f.vl ‘ij lgs ManaJJe 

his mrft dear brotljir.^M. Hi& 
ao problems concerning the crea- 
tion, in T Latin t 8 V0 . an. 1635. 

1 2. His treatife on the certain 
term of life. His Sep her Phene 
mRahbahy or Hebrew index of 
places in ferpture, which are ex- 
«^dai«ed in the Middra/h Rabbab t 
or large comment on theory.* t- 
phabetically digefted. 1 3 . foiV* 
Sod Ycjharinu or fecrfct of the 
righteous, or tteatife on the fe- 

F 


crets of nature, or natural ma- 
gfc. 14. His Nijhmatb Cbajifj, 
or brfcath of life, on the immor- 
tality of the foul. 15. His Sha - 
phah Serurahy or pure lip, 
on grammar. 1 b. His logic, his 
apology for the JVwj, printed 
fir ft in Englijb, an. 1636, and 
fmee re-printed in the Ph<tuix % 
1707, and different from ano- 
ther, under tffe name of Edward 
Nicholas y who profefles himfelf 
to be nojenv, b it betrays him- 
felf fuch, by his ftile and writ- 
ing. To thefe we might add 
his epilUcs to the learned of his 
time, on various and difficult 
points, of which he takes notice 
in his fecond part of his Concili- 
ator. His three editions of the 
Hebrew bible, from his own 
print^g-hoefe, and a much 
greater number of rabbinic 
v -Soks, which the leader may / 
fee in Bartoloeci , Wolf* Bafnapi 
Hotti??ger, ijnd other writers, 
v particularly, Daniel Lew de iMr «• 
rios\ kmYerfal jfcwijb hiftory. 

f‘3 


R. AURA* 
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R. Abra- ABRAHAM ISRAEL PITZARO flourifhed like--* 
ham Pit- wife at Am/lerdam . He wrote a book intituled the Sceptre of 
zaro’j Judah , which is an expofition of that prophecy of Jaacob d , in 

wrij. a m oft fwollen flile, and dedicated it to the pharnafflm , or judges 

©f that fynagogue, whom he ftiles thefiars which enlighten 
the firmament , and the Atlaffcs which bear up the people of lfraeL 
Jt is a virulent book againft Chriftianity, in which he com- 
plains of the danger of confuting it, and of the unfair way of 
ChriAians expounding ?ne fcripture, of their unfitncfs for fuch . 
a talk, find of their tyrannic way of ufing thofe Jews who ex- 
pound them in a different way from them. And it is not 
improbable that this was the motive which ^inclined thofe 
fbarnafjim to fupprefs the publnhing of that woik, not- 
withftanding his great encomiums on them. Mr. Bafnage , 
who faw it in manufcript, hath given a fhort^account of it, and 
of his way of interpreting the words Sceptre Shiloh , &c. in 
that prophecy, in a manner quite different from that of the 
Chriftians, in order to confute the notion of the Mefliah’s be- 
ing come, but for which we fhall refer our readers to that 
ajathor, to avoid running into too great ar length e . 

R. Mor- V?. M 0 RTE R A Was another celebrated doftor at Am- 
tcra, A.C. fierdam , and a more fubtile writer than Pitzaro ; tho’ his trea- 
ts* tife Of the truth of the Mofaic Law, a.:d of the miraculous provi- 
dence of God % ovcr his people n be Jciigned to prove that the law 
given to Mofcs was perfeft ; and that the Chriftians have injured •• 
it, by pretending to raifeit to a higher perfection, b y^S? addi- 
tion of new precepts, fie falls equally foul on the Proteflants 
and Roman-cathtflic;- ; and endeavours to explode the authori- 
ty of the New TdLment, the efficacy of the Sacraments, and 
the rewards and punifhments of another life. The reader 
may fee a {ketch of his book in the author above-quoted f . 
The reft of the Jews of note, ‘who flouriihed in this city, may 
b i ieenin the following note (M). 

** Gencf. xlix. to. * Hift. dc Juifs. lib. ix. c. 36.*$;’ 14— z\. * 
f Ibid. §. 22. ad fin. 

• 

(M) Jofiph At t hi as, a Spa - being not only very corrett and 
\auarJ by birth, was at commodious, but in fuch a fair 

Vsacher of the thalmud at type as had not been yet„ fe.en 

vKtgh, but came afterwards to \%tfrcn outdone fi nee, cxceptlby 
Auflerdam, where hebougl^V^v d^to f our excellent Cajlon, and 
famed Elzevir's p»intin» Aoufe, with thoMafibrltic fiotes on the 
and became him fclf a ^ebrated margin.and as fuch are highly 
printer in the ynviJhUtzy, Hjs efteemed by the learned. 

Hcbri'w bible, and other works, It. Jfaac Abtub, who came 

* ' thither 
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They are no lefs numerous and floui idling at the Hague , Rich ones 
where they have alfo a noble fynagogue, and where thole who ^ *be 

are Hague. 


thither from Brafil, was not only 
a celebrated preacher but a great 
cabbalill ; and tranflated from 
Spanijb into Hebrew the treatife 
intituled the Gate of Heaven ( 1 8), 
written by another Spaniard 
flamed lrira % or Abraham Cohen 
Herrera (19), and from that 
Hebrew version it # if, that a new 
Latin one harti fince been iHade. 
Aboah likewife wrote a para- 
phrafe otj the Pentateuch, where- 
in he lings Hofe>s triumphs in 
heroic verfe. 

Benjamin Mufapbia was like- 
wife a very learned commenta- 
tor on the thalmud, but applied 
himfelf to another ftudy equally 
ab ft rule, viz. t % he Flux and Re- 
flux of the Sea . He was fo per- 
fect a m after of the Hebrew 
tongue, that he compiled a dic- 
tionary of ir, in a qu.te new and 
eafy method (20), and intituled 
it M&p'ipb HngbaruCj or addi- 
tions *0 the Gharuc , another lex- 
icon, formerly mentioned {21 ). 
He likewife publifhed his Y.eker 
Rab, or large memory, which 
is a colle&ion of all the Hebrew 
roots, to which he tacked certain 
fentences or maxims, for the 
better le? rubi fy and retaining 
their 0 , ft There is 

likewife an epiftle attributed* to 
r him.^Jft the fubjeil of potabfe 
gold, and under the h£litious 
name of blizabab (de Auro) 
(zz\ 

But the moft remarkable of 
the Jews of this city, was tj ~ 
ate SpimJay author ^f a .-iew 
kind of Afheifm, and wetlV^.:-'- ~ . 

' • • 

( t 3 ) Barries in lit Ifajc Huxicky 
(lO) Barrios ub. (up. ffatf, N . 472 . p . 
§.6. [zz ) H'clf, ub. jup. . 


to all the learned for his philo- 
sophical . orks. His parents 
were of Fortuguefe extract, and. 
in good circumftances, but he 
was born at Anijlerdum, an . 
1632^ and at his father's death, 
would only accept of a bed of 
all that he had left ifim, and 
chofc to live in the meaneft and 
loweft way, and get his living 
by polilhing of ipeftacles and 
other fucb^laftes, which brought 
him fo little gain, that tho’ he liv- 
ed chiefly upon milk and gruel, 
he was # as poor at the year's end 
as at the beginning. He refu fed 
a confiderable fum, however, 
/rom a friend ; and confented 
only to accept of a very fiftall 
penfion from him, upon which 
he lived. Some think that he 
received the firft feeds of his 
•atheifm from lys Latin matter 
Vanden Endc , who both profefled 
and taught it. But whether lb 
or not, it is ^probable that the 
philofophjb of Dflcartes gave 
him a difrelifh to all Jewijh 
learning, and at length to their 
religion. They foon perceived 
it by his abfenting himfelf from 
the fynagogue, and would have 
retained him by a con fid ct able 
penfion ; but he rejected it, and 
became 1$ odious to them, that 
fome of them attempted more 
than once to flab him ; upon 
which he left that city, where # 
he found they were too power- 
0 fu)*and exafperated againft hi r i, 
to flay any longer amongft thvm; 
thence he retired to Leiden J&nd 
, afterwards to the Hague . ^jlhey 

p, 4 <5, ■, (19) VtJ. Cabbala Derudjta* 
251 . Anj Id, ibid, Bajnag . ub. [up m 

Ff 4 
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are become wealthy and opulent feek for a peaceable, and de- 4 
lightful retirement. For here it is that they enjoy the greateft 

prosperity. 


purfued him, however, with their 
grand excomm unicat* )n; but he 
•protefted againft their lenience 
oy a writing in Spanijh, directed 
to the rabbie^ of the fynajrogue. 
lie foon after publifhed his 
geometrical demonftrations, and 
his meditations, and brought 
forth at length his Fratlatus 
7 htologico - Petition * in which 
was formed his new fyftem of 
Atheifm, for whiah he hath 
been fo much admired and ca- 
re/fed by all loofe lovers of no- 
velty, both in Holland \ Germany 
and France , from whom he re- 
ceived fcvcral invitations, and 
large encouragements, but re- 
futed them all, and died at the 
Hcvut'y an. 1 677, aged 44 year.. 
We lhall forbear other particu- 
lars of his life and death ; fuch 
especially as t his being ofte?. 
heard, in his laft heknef , call- 
ing upon God to have mctcy on 
him, a miferabie finticr; his 
having always by him fome 
piece of mandrake to h alien his 
death, and llupify him again!! 
the approach of it. The rea- 
der may fee them in his life, 
written by a Lutheran minifler, 
then at the Hague ( 2 3 ) . 

His bocks have been trnnflat- 
ed into divers language;, and in 
fomc with a different tide, the 
better to conceal their author 
and poifo^. Particularly the 

t ch intitles his verfion A 
tife of the am: cut and 
ceremonies of the jfei 
aie told that he defgned to 
: given the woYld a a, 
pleat verfion of the Old 'fila- 


ment, and had gone thro’ the 
Pentateuch, but burnt it a few 
days before his death. He did 
the fame by his tread fd on the 
rainbow, becaufe fome learned, 
who had read it, did not think 
it worth printing. He was like- 
wife fufpeefed to be the author 
of a treat! fy of r ecclefiaftical 
rights, pubkfhcd* an. 1^65, in 
which he maintained that the 
clergy being fubjedt t£ the civil 
power, ought? notiro teach what 
they believe, but what that 
commands. However, Spinofa 
difowned the book, which hath 
been fincc fuppofed to have 
been written by the phyfician 
who aflifted him in his laft fick- 
nefs, and who was alfo the wri- 
ter of another called Philofsphia 
S Senptur/e interpret, or the ho- 
ly Scripture interp) cted by Philcfo- 
phy. lie only put the initial letters 
of h i name/.. M. or Lc &:YMt ir m 
Spinafa left another work’which 
was printed after his death, and 
called \i\sOprraPoJlhu:ua ; among 
which one finds a moral geome- 
trically dc?non/Jratedy the cure of 
t the undevft finding* fomc letters, 
a Hcbrinv grammar, and a poli- 
tical treatde ^ 

A s S/>i *5 a < had many , r olI o w - 
ers and difciplcs, not indeed 
united into one fed, bhC /carter' 
ed here and there ; 10 had he 
alfo many learned oppofers, 
which it is out of our province 
to take notice of here. We* 
iliall content ourfclves jyifjh ^ 
ntentiotiing thofc of his nation^ 
particularly the learned 
Balthazan Orobi'i , »' Spaniard 


(2?) c \ri : IT. *}.*!*, pi 
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profperity, and live in the greateft luxury, and in the moft 
fumptuous edifices. Yet fuch is their happiaefs under that 

government, 

• 

.by birth, and phyfician, whofe tate about them ; •viz. ift. That 
parents outwardly pr< felled nothing ought to be admitted 
Chriftianity, but he, it feems, in matters of religion, but what 
could not difiemble well enough is agreeable to rcafon. And, 
to efcapc fufpicion, but was call 2dly. That as ex nibJj nil fit, 
into the prifon ofthe inquifuion, God^coidd not be admitted to 
and after three years clofe con- have created the work! out of 
finement, w as put to the torture, nothing. Orobio therefore un- 
An order to be ma # dfc to confcfs dertook to confute them both, 
hnnfelf a Jew. He, ho\%yer, and did it with luccefs, and like 
bore it with fuch conilancy, that the found phitofvpher and me- 
the inq^utors believing him a taph\ fici^ he was, though he 
Chiiftian indeed, difeharged feemed to level his anfwer only 
'him. * againft Undinburgh (I25). 

Orobio who had fludied philofo- Ore fit likewife entered the 

phy(2.f) andbaa been profdforof lilts in defence of Juduiftr, with 
metaphyfics nxSalamewia, found the learned rcmonftranr, profef- 
fo much leifurc, during his im- for Limborgh; which gate birth 
prifonment, to improve himfelf to jhat e ccellcnt ccnfereifce, 
in that fcience, that he w.is be- well known to all the learned 
cornea pcrfedl mailer of it ; fo (26), cud died icon after the 
that, inllcad of rearing into publication of ir, at:. 16^7. lie 
fame other country, he once liefr fomc oth^i ^ nTs, of \vh : ci\ 
more obtained the chair, and the reader m:.\ lee a faithct ac- 
wa^^&srne while prof'eflor at count in the authors quoted in 
*Thclofit\ till being at length tired the margin (zy). 
of diifcmbling his religion, and There fl»>uri ( hcd about the 
coming to he was fame rime feveial learned rab- 

circumcifed, and made open bies in other Jties in Hollau 4 % 
profeflion o f J:uia'tfm. He ac- whom we omit for want of 
quired fuch reputation by his room, ami ihall mention only 
fuccefb in phytic, that he had* t\so “ the moll celebrated, 
hardly timyofijjhnv his iledu^; 

and \idten a£- Dcwid Cohen d' Lara , a di- 

pcared, he at llitl defpiTe 1 it, on fciple of famed I/uziel, and 
•accotrfP^of its author, and* author oi the City if David, a 
thought his principles too ^vi- treatjfe in which he proves the 
deritly falfe to be cipoufed by aiiinityof the Hebrew with the 
any man of ienfe. Hut whui Curb and feveral otner tongues 
he received lh c an- lie Compiled likewife the k< (her 

foyer to it, in which that an thetf Kehunttab , or Crown of prirj- 
1 Agreed with him in twoffanr r- hood^ which is a much more -Vo- 
o us pofitioffs, or feemed \yious lexicon than that tp R, 

(24', Le C'etc Billiot, vri'uei 1 68 7 . tom . % (25) Ifjac Orobio, cert amen . 

fhiLJtphtc. ad‘i>r'i fui , I. i'T pet # ta. (aO) Amic\ Collet to, cum etuiito Jitdeo. 
(27) Del: s, c. J. lr' f } BUI . lij.lt, A r , A»J 5 />, C4J . Bafna^Jtb, ix. c. 37. »6. 

, • * Nathan 
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government, that (hey enjoy their wealth and grandeur with- , 
out raifing the jealoufy, zeal, and envy of the populace; whilft 
the reft carry on a confiderable traffic both at home and 
abroad, without being liable to thofe heavy impofitions f * vex- 
atious profecutions, proferiptions, and other difaffers which 
we have feen them groan under in other parts of Europe. 

In Eng- Those here in England have no lefs reafon to praife the 
• mildnefs of our government, and the hofpitable treatment of 
our nation towards theme Here they are allowed full liberty 
of their religion, a full freedom of trade, and the quiet en- 
ii'vidcd 3°y menP r ^ cir p r °pertics. They are, like thofe of Holland , 
tjj/ffGcr- ^mmonly diffinguiftied into German and Fortvgucfe,o r, more 
man and properly, into northern and fouth4ti, and have each their re- 
Portu- fpedttve fynagogucs, chiefs,- fchools, but no academy ; fo 
guefe. that they are obligfd to fend their youth to be educated, the 
one in fome of thofe in Germany, and the'othfr, in that of 


Nathan formerly mentioned, 
lincc he hath added about 2000 
words to it. He alfo tranflat- 
ed out of Hebrew into Spanish 
the book Hi led Rejbitk Coc\mc.b, 
or, the beginning of wifd^h ( 23 ). 
He lived firft at Amjlerdam, and 
died at Hamburgh , An. 1674. * 
The laft wfc (hall name is the 
great Jaacob Jehudah Leon , an 
thorof t\\cDtfc nation of the 1 en.pl e 
cf Solomon, which he compiled at 
Jiuddleburgh. He was a Spani- 
ard by birth, but retired into Hol- 
land* to be more at liberty to pur- 
fue his deilgn ; and in order to 
gain a more perfect idea of that* 
noble edifice, applied himfelf to 
the building of a wooden model 
of it, upon the pl»ns which he 
had met with among the fevc-* 
ral authors of his own nation. 
He afterwards formed his de- 
scription from it, and publifhed 
it in Freni h, under the title of 
9 efeription du temple de Solombi 
|^r Jacob JuJa Leon , habitant 
Midddburg , data la Zdande \ 


ran du monde 5403, that is, A. C. 
i6 4 j. 

He afterwards enlarged and 
improved ‘it, and tranlfated it 
into Hebrew , hnd gave it the 
title of Tabnith Hekal , the Fr- 
g'tre ofjtlx Temple. It was great* 
ly admired by the learned, and 
the duke ot Brunfivick ordered 
a Latin verfion to be mac!?. A it, 
with proper cuts, that^e might 
judge the bet‘er of it. Judah 
added to it a description of the 
tabernacle, and a treatife about 
the ark and the cherubims, and 
an expofition of the Pfalms, in 
which he undertook to explain 
the metaphorical expreflions of 
the faid cod 

•him iftA'mau pains anti ftudy. 
He likewife wrote ^naccouij^ 
of fome conferences which he 
had held with Chrillian doctors; 
but thefe two lall works, and a 
third, in which he defigned to 
Ihew the manner in which the 

T ewi/h morning and evt.Jteg' 
JJtwffces were offered, have ne- 
vtr been^ prince^ C 2 ( i'* 


(18) Baft. ibid. Wclj \ SOX./. 3x6. (59) W%lf, ub . fip. N . IC48. p. 593. 

gjjuag. ub. fup. x$» 1 
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Amjlerdarti. The former are by far the mbft indigent, as well 
as the moft zealous for their religion, and mod careful to in- 
ftruft their meaneft children in it, and in the knowlege of 
th ^Hebrew tongue : whereas the latter being rich, and lome 
of them opulent, arc more remifs in all theie refpefts ; info- 
much, that many of them cannot fo much as underftand the 
liturgy of their fynagogues, but have it tranflated into Por - 
tuguefe. However, both have had fome learned rabbics, and, 
among the latter, the late R. Nctto *vas juftly efteemed a man Netted 
-well verfed, not only in JeiviJh , but in every other kind of 
learning. But the generality of them are more ufefl to mer- 
chandize and traffic, than to the ftudy of their doftors. The 
rich among them are v^^generous and charitable, not only 
to their own poor, but to thofe ^ the Chriftians ; and fome 
of theirahave diff ufed their beneficence arming their neighbours, 
round thei^ country feats, to fuch a degree, and in fuch a 
diferete manner, as the nobleft Chriftians might be proud to 
imitate. As to thofe of lower rank, cfpecially fuch as deal in 
the pedling mercantile way, one may fay of them, what the 
Spaniards fay of the Andaluftani : 

El Atulaluz haze'hi Cruz. 

How they were re-admitted into tftis kingdom, after having 
been fo long kept out of it by fevere laws, we have already 
hinted, in i peaking of Manajfe ben 1 /racl ; anti this privilege 
KW^appearcd fo coniidcrable to them, that they have made 
a new epocha of it, which they caufe to be ijigraven on their TJ, e ; r 
monuments, and date their moft confideyable writings from e p tiC h from 
it. And having obtained leave to build a fynagogue, they thnrai- 
ftiled it Holy Affcmb/y, and JnviJb Parnajfus * . They are here mffionint* 
much more affable, familiar, and convcrfiblc than in moft other l^nglandL 
countiies;and will not decline a difpute about religion, where 
it is only done by way of convcrfation, and will exprefs 
their «reat freedom. But when it is meant in or- 

der to convert fomeaift the flock, the very priefts and cachams 
will «rfsfe it. Such a cafe 'the late learned bifhop Kidder 
tells us happened unto him, who having defired a conference 
with one of them, in behalf of a young Jevjcfs , who had al- „ 
ready received fome knowlege and relifh for Chriftianity ; the ** + 

cacham not only declined it, br* advifed her parents to finit chriflian 
4*0? up h . For, whatever kind allowance the ftritfteft of t^cm convert** 
may malcg for thofe \<Jho renounce Judaifm, to avoid dt/ath, 
perfection,, baniftimentf or eve; * the lofs of their goocre, in 

* Barrios Epiflf. ad. Kahal KadMh, (Holy Affembly) de 
Londres, an, 16S3. 22. * Dimoullration of the Mefliah. 

• * • which 
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which cafes fome ®f their thalmudift doftors affirm, * that the rf 
law- doth allow them to diflemble ; yet it is certain that even 
the molt remifs and Joofed among them, dcteft all that turn 
Chiiftianson any other account ; neither do any of thefe*ever 
think it fafe to go among, or converfe with them afterwards. 
Trrirp’*- Wk have now brought the hi (lory of the cadern and weft- 
friit Jlfite C1 -n Jcvjs dow n to the clofe of the feventeenth century ; there 

in alt parts 

lemains only that we give our readers a fhort account of their 
. piefent llatc in ail the parts of the world. Several eminent 
hands, both of their nation, and among the Chriftians, have^ 
eudeavottre 1 to come to fome tolerable knowledge of their 
number ; amorg whom we fhall only fclo£t fome few, who 
fccia to us to have made the bed c«>|uhics after it. 

R. Luya- ONii of their late wriiens, 4 r.no taught at f mice *, owns 
ujnc- a it to be vcj y di/^ult to come at tie \ rccife number of 

/ jimt of a they being nt this time difpcrfc*! over ft many parts 

“ of the world. We can get no intelligence concerning the 
l< ten tribes carried a way captive by nor of 

the count! y where they wne fettled, tho* thcglulv r now 
fowell known. If we begin with the frad, we kr.uw that 
4t tlieic isavalt quantity of in the kingdom of Pcrfm , 

“ tho’ they enjoy but little liberty there. The Turkijb cm- 
pine is their i liief iet:-ut, not only as they have been long 
“ fmee ft tiled in it, but becanfe : \u*y gicat number of thofe 
41 that weic expelled out of Portugal and Spain , retired thi- 
“ thcr. They me more numerous \nConftantinofilc and Spii.ii- 
** cH ( Phcffalonu a j, th :n in any other pai t, and arc reckoned 
* *' to amount to above So oco in thofe two cities, and upwards 

“ of a million in the whole empire. A vad concourfe of 
“ pilgrims (lock to jcritfalrm from all parts of the world, 

^ and bii ng thither great fums for the maintenance of their 

“ academies and numuous poor. 

“ Tiii-:y arc likewiie difperied all over Germany, efpccially 
4i in the emperor’s dominions, but arc fyil ^ Ma n p^ n gmerou? 
“ in Poland , Lithuania , and Rujfia ; r.»ju it is there we have 
“ our academies, and feveral thou fan ds of difeiples, T ^ho dudy 
our laws both civil and canonical, becaufethcy theie enjoy 
“ the privilege of judging all caufes civil and criminal among 
<£ themfelVes. They are not fq numerous in the piotcdant 
“ dates, which are fevered from the church of Ron;?, tbo* 
‘^they are treated with gr^atcucharity and mildnefs, inj.h^ 
“ J r ovj Countries , at Rotterdam , slmft&rdam , Hamb::rg> and 
“ c her free towns, where '* ;*m$ open to aU d rangers* 


* R. Simon Llzat 
iS, 


Pilcorf. circa il *Hato degli Kebrei. c. 

" Ali 


t.*. 
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^ “ All the Italian princes tolerate and favour the Jews f 
“ aW inviolably maintain them in their privileges, without 
“ a nf alteration ; and I reckon that there are about 25,000 in 
“ that country. In Fez, Morocco , and other Hates, which 
u are not fubjett to the Turks , they are fo much the more nu- 
“ merous, as they can fo eafily pafs thither from Spain and 
“ Portugal . There are many other places in Afric, along 
** the fea-coafts, which are moftly peopled by Jews ; but as 
f \ they are not known to us, it is*very difficult to fix the 
" number of them.’* Thus far our Venetian rabUi, con- 
cerning the prefen P Hate of the JcwiJh nation. 

On the o tiler hand, R^ffgnaJJe Ben Jjrael , lately mention- ^hat G f 
ed, who believed the return^ die Jews to be near at Manage 
hand, t^pught it clearly fignified by the prophet Ifahib (N) ; bcnlfrae . 
and juflly cfcfertfed k that noble prophecy could not be meant 
of the return from the BabylomJh captivity, becaufo God did 


k Men ass. Efpcranza de Ifrael. 


fN) In that di.q, fays the pro- 
phet (30), the Lord Jhall fet his 
hand again the ft con J time to re- 
cover the remnant of his people , 
f which Jhall he left, from Aliyria, 
+*umdfrom Egypt, and from Pa- 
ihra^uidfrotn Culh (Ethiopia), 
and fnpm Elam (Perfia), and 
from Shinar (Babylon), and from 
Hamath (the Eaft), and from the 
ijles of the fea (the Weil) . Ami 
he fall fet up an enfign for the 
nations, and Jt jail ajfitnblc the cut‘ 
cafis of Ifrael, and gather together 
the dif per Jed of Tudah, frun tie 
four coders of thi ■ i\nth y &c. 
And in another place *31 ) 
#dds, Ar'^in that day the Lord 
fall beat , or fake down front the 
channel of the river (Euphrates), 
unto the flream of Egypt (the 
* N ile) and ye fall be gathered , one 
by otic, O ye child, en of Ifrael, 

There ar<* many othejr fVh 
paffages ^ Ifai/th, jtrcjniab, and 
other prophets, which cxpiefsly 


mention a much more cxtai- 
five recall of the Ifraelites than 
that from the Babylonif capti- 
vity ever was, in which not near 
rjne third part o r ~ven the tribes of 
Judah and Le vi , or. as the thal- 
inudifla word it, only the bran or 
refule, of them -returned into Ju- 
dea, as we h^veelfcwhcre jhewn 
-} . So that ofcourfj we mull ex- 
pert a more i:n!verial one, aid 
more conformable to thefe pro- 
phecies, and which the Jtios 
undcrlland literally of .1 return 
of all the 1 2 tribe.-, and fionrall 
the countries of their difpcrlion, 
under the Mcflnh, and oftheir 
literacy ic inhabiting of PrAf- 
the feat of their foie fa doers i 
but the generality of CJirdlian , 
only of their coiivei fihn toUhrif- 
ty.nity. T'he tn.rh leans to us 
to be between tiiofe two ex- 
tremes, a: \v: have lsad oc-'t*- 
fton to hint <r.o: c than or.ee, ml 
may dill, in the «-!ofe of this 
chaptv. \ 


(30) Ijai.nl U.rjjJ. 
/>?■ rre,. # 


(31J Cj XUv.i. 


not 


t> *?)> 
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not then call all the twelve tribes, much lefs all the difperfed - * 
of Ifrael, from all the countries of their captivity k . He 7 ob-> 
ferves, in the next place, that this promifed deliverawfe is 
Ailed a fecond, becaufe that univerfal one out of Egypt had 
preceded it; whereas that from Babylon was only confined to 
part of the two tribes of Judah and Levi , as was hinted in the 
lafl note : and when the Ifraelites left Affyria, to enter into 
the land of Judea, they * did not go over any river either of 
Egypt or Ethiopia , as God promifes they fhall do, at their fe-t 
cond or general return, when the waters of the Nile and 
Euphrates IhaJl be parted, to open a dry p-.fTage to the tribes, 
as had been done at the Bed-Sea and the Jot dan (O). 


(O) According to this learn- 
ed rabbi, the prophet chiefly 
mentions, i . Affyria and Egypt, 
becaufe it will be in thofe two 
rovinces that the Ifraelites will 
c gathered together. 2. Ik 
fpeaks exp refs ly of Paths os ^ by 
which mull not be underflood 
either Pelufium or Petra , but the 
Parthians near the Cafpiati Sea, 
where fome ef their dottorS 
place the river Sabhation , on the 
other fide of which a vaft num- 
ber of Je*ws are fettled. 3 Culh 
is Ethiopia , where iherc are fe- 
veral tribes, efpecially in AbyJJi- 
itia. 4. Elam is properly a 
province of P»rjia, on the other 
fide of the Euphrates , full of 
dreadful deferts, in which fome 
part of the "fwijb tribes are con- 
cealed. $.Shinar is another pro- 
vince near Babylon, where Mo- 
fes places the plain of that name; 
and Daniel mentions the facred 
vcfl'els of the temple to have 
been tranfported by the king of 
Babylon into the land of Shina > . 
Cjc, The land of Ifamath is often 
mentioned in the facred writ- 
ings and is rendered by tVre* 
Chaldee Paraph raft, and thofe 
that follow him, the city bf An - 

f i«) Dr b*c t iij. Cenef. XJtviii* 44. 
& 4 1 9 • 


*■' Both 

tioch, by wh-chfe conje&urea 
Antiochia Aftatica en Tartaria 
to be meant ; for there were 1 2 
cities of that name. 7. The 
Srptuagint have rendered the 
word Hamah, or Hamath, the Sun, 
which it often fignififcs, in the 
prophetic writings, and doth 
therefore imply the Eaft. So 
that thd prophet fpeaks here of 
the Jews difperfed eaftward of 
Paleftine , that is in AJia Map?*, 
in the Eaft Indies , Chin-, &e. 

8. The prophet foretells the 
coming of the Ifraelites out of 
the iflands of the fea, which 
ought rather to have been ren- 
dered the ifles or countries of 
the Weft (32), by which our 
rabbi underftands all the coun- 
tries weft of JMea^pr the Jews 
which are-now fettled m fome 
parts of America. 

Ninthly, and laftljT, /he pro- 
phet affirms that God will 
bring back the banifhed (or, as 
the word more properly implies, 
the cut-off or excommunicated) 
Ifraelites, becaufe the ten t ribe s, 
fevered^ from the reft, not only 
i mi »bit f countries vaftly diftant 
from Judea, but lie concealed 
in the r^moteft parts of the 

in :bs -t girt* I, & Arte. Hijf. vet. xiL 

ear V 
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Both rabbles differ only in this one point, that Luzatti Opinion of 
givteup the ten tribes as long finccloft, or fo blended, that th* ten 
the^fcannot be difcovered with any tolerable certainty ; the^"^* 
other affirms them to be concealed in America, and other 
parts, where they have been miraculonlly preferved, by the^ m€nca * 
Divine Providence, againft this glorious recall,* when they 
(hall come forth from their refpeftive fettlements, and be re- 
united to the reft of their brethrefy in AJfyria , whence the 
-Whole nation (hall take their flight to JeruJ'alem , as birds to 
^their nefts. He grounds his opinion on feveral probable con- 
jectures ; as firft, that fome of the people of America are un- 
known to us, 4 ancffeem to^Lye no relation with the other na- 
tions of it. Secondly, the 2 *f<vr$rds affirm, that upon their 
landing ip Peru, they found a large ftatefy edifice, dedicated 
to the Creator of* the world ; which cannot be fuppofed to have 
been built by the Indians , who were; idolaters, and wholly 
then unacquainted with the ufe of iron tools, fuch as appear- 
ed to have been ufed in the building of it ; fo that it muft of 
courfe be fuppofed to have been^ a fynagoguc, crc&ed by the 
Jews. And, thirdly, this feenis farther confirmed by a tra- 
dition of the Indians, that this palace, as they termed it, had 
been built by a whole nation, that were beards, and were an- 
cienter than their Incas 

R. ME N A S S E doth likcwxfe quote an infrription found A JcwHh 
in the ifland of St. Michel, which is one of the inf nipt ion 
Azores, and mentioned by Gcnchrard m , ant} which, though ue one v/ 
fomewhat difficult to be decyphered, unlefs it be by the tranl-^^* 
pofition of letters ; yet, by the character and words, appears 20r€$ - 
plainly enough to have been done by fome Jews, who were 
conjc into this ifland. To all which he adds the fentiments 
of a good number of Chriftians, who have helped to coufinn 
Him in his conjeftuie, concerning the ten tribes 0 . But all 

1 Efpferanza dc Ifr^l, p. 114 , 8 c feq. * Ibid. p. 44. 

Mbid. 1^. 26, Sc 1 16, 


earth, and among the Gentiles ; 
but as to the Jew. the prophet 
• fays, that God will recall them 
from the four corners of the 
.wil 5 becaufe, in fa&, the 
tribe of Judah is difperftd into 
divers countries ; and as ir v -th 
fynagogues in America, it will 
return from all parts, of the 
world i tho’ there will then be 


no divifion or jealoufy betweefc 
it and the reit ; fo*\ adds the 
prophet, Ephraim Jhall not envy 
Judah, nor Judah vtx Ephraim • 
And accordingly Ezekiel affirms, 
that they (hall then have but 
one king, and (hall not be In y 
longer two nations nor two 
kingdon 3 (33). 


(%$ E/fcrgriza at I rad. X03, fV* fit- 


' this 
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His notion 
confuted. 


'Ten trib 's , 
ru.hi) c. 
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tills pot together will never out-weigh what Is urged dgaihflT 
it(P). We have fhewn in a former volume f, that tl^ofe 
tribes were fettled in the Eaft, and in the neighbourhood df 
tlie river Euphrates, or rather along the Chaboras that falls 
into it ; fo that God Iccms to have brought them back into; 
the very cottn try whence lie brought out their patriarch. We 
have likcwife taken notice formerly *, that a great number of 
them came back into 'Judea, along with the Jcwi/b captivity 
of Baby bn, tho’ they were Vrom that time blended with them 
and a hue learned author, who hath endeavoured to vindicate 
/Infra'':, hiftory of the S 'cjtuapint vcrlioa, hath proved it* 
Hill more fully As for thofe that p aid behind, they not only 
Iprcad ilicmfclvcs Hill kirthr: •' t ney multiplied, but kept con- 
iiantly fending then deputies and oblations at proper fcafons to 
;/< njalfVi, as long as the temple Hood. They appear to have 
« 

1 Sec vol. iv. p. ^14, & feq. fub not. (F). * Ibid, p; 

^ 1 7. & Icq. fub not. vid. & vol. .\. p. 180. 0 Vindication- 

ol the Septu.ig p. 121, & feq y 

p * 

(P\ Much Icfs will that which it, mention nothing of it, or, a& 
lu* add.' of their beings there mod, oiler uni y fome dark andT 
concealed by a miracle, and vague » vnjctturcs about it. In' 
ilitir being conduced thithec a word, this fetdement of theirs 
by the llrcightJ of yiniar , which bach bean fought for in vain hi- 
wcrc not formed till after their therto, fonie placing it mfffie, 
paffage, and in order to di\ ide others in Braf.l , others, along 
them from the reft. Hi pre- that long ridge of mountains 
fending that they have had tneir called In r Or dri liras; and where - 
kings, ancient laws* and are 111 ever they have found any peb- 
pollldlionof vatt territories^*. pie that differed ever fo little 
may be jultly reckoned a Jew- from the native Indians, they 
ijh fable, invented on purpofe have imagined them to be the 
to raife the glory of their na- Jews we .are fpcaking of. So 
tion; and their being thus mira- that we may lafely conclude, 
culoufly preferved and conceal- that i&i^j.j.n the Eaft, and not 
ed from other nations till the there, that w 5 mu#. fcric „fov 
coming of the Mriliali, as an thefe tribes. Jews there arc, 
evafion againfl the univerfal indeed, in fcveral parts of Amc- 
teftimony of travellers and hif- rica ; but jjis they form no body, 
torhr.is to the contrary. * ^ but arc diiperfcd in every place 

For whatever ltrefs he may where gain invites them, they 
put on fomc of thofe he quotes, mu (l be fuppofed to have cw»De 
thesl: is fcarcc one of them that thither, fince the discovery of 
fp&fks of the ten tribes, 01* of thac v eminent ; for if^vould be 
this pretended Jcwi/T colony ilrailge, it the Jews, of all others, 
palling into rhneriea. J lie $/ri- fliould have overlooke 1 fo rich a 
ward f who have been fo long, country, and not tried to ihare in 
mailers of the gicuteil :?ar: of the ipoils of that new world. 

continued 
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Teel there till the 1 ith century j imee, as we have hen 
: courfe of this chapter, they had all that time their 
he captivity, fynagoguc^, and academies ; and rlio* 
thcylTave Tince been greatly decayed thro’ the \.nioiis pei lo- 
cutions that wcie railed agtinfl them, and revolutions oi riut 
empire, yet they did Hill fublilt in gicat numbcis, dining 
the 1 2th, 1 '}th, and 14th centimes, and do !o (till to this day. 

So that we need nor to go to shncrL'.i to fcJc them out, nor 
fuppofe them either loll orcuncc.ikdjrfl fome remote quarter of 




undergone (C^ r ^ 

Si:vn#AL authors, both Jews and Chrijlums , have like- Jews//; 
wife affirmed that the ten tfthes were Hill preferved in Chi- t hiiuw 
tul i\ And one of the former tslls us fiiat there was a f} nu- ofth.it 
gogueat Peking, the icpairing of which had coll them 10,000 number. 
downs, and that they hadjfeen fettled in that province 
above 500 years, and JJel 1 4 &*pfS»nc ot the volumes of the 
law. He adds,* that in the cityV>f Ham-then , capital of the 
pur inec ol Che-hy mg, they had a great number of i) nagogucs, 
and llracnlilh families ; tor that is the name they call them- 
fciv,.-' bv; bee a nfe, fays he, be^ng tlcfo nded horn the ten 
. they know nothing of that of Jeivt. /Conte'., who Alvrrc,/* 

t TTi 'il in China, a lonlidcrable time, ulliunf, tint they had rt ( ' j 
been killed these aho\e 600 and h.:d <^\.incd Ilici.iI them* 

privileges, on account ot tli-u fci vices ajftl h.hlity to king 

p Menas-s! f\ iperanv a dc 1 fi act, T 1 igaiu de k m Uliana cxye • 
ditione, apud Siiiaa iufcep a. 


{QJ) The two J t ‘ivifh tra- 
vellci s wchav e qutrtrj) uiuki the 
1 2th century, have indeed^-, 
prelim ted j^oie«**..f\e* n f \ j , 
ancTthTir princes, or chiefs, a;» 
defeeuded fiom the tribe of 
Judah , rather than from the ten 
.tribes; audit is not/unlikcly, 
that great numbers of them 
xni°h& not only feek flicker 
there, among their brethicn, 
after the\dfftrudion of Kf -a- 
faltm, but in *procefs •offline, 
gain fome kind of fi^eriority 
over the reft, on account of the 

Mow. IIlST.VoC. XIII. 


keptre and other prciogativea 
iniruiedon that tribe. Bur tint 
\v i l be no argument rigainlt what 
• \\j lune taiJ ol the olhei ten 
continuing llill fettled i:i liude 
| arts with them, and fprcadtng 
tiiunfelies ltill l.utha e.Jtwaul 
and ry.rthward ; and i.iiatum- 
fitfns’’ iliii fai die: 1 , 1- cb.it iri.iny 
ol the 1 emoted 01 them ikll ptc- 
ferved the yamc of IjrPtjfi*, 
and knew lit.de or nothing ol 
what happened to that of J t^du h % 
after then being emitted away 
bv C Lfih % \ m v. t . 


/ 


fun. 
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Hun : that *they # \vere very numerous in fome pittances,, 
and have fynagogues in moft of their great cities, but mtfre 
efpecially in that of Ho- nan, and in its metropolis Kai-tonfi-fu, 
where they have a fair fynagogue, a repofitory fomhe 'xiicred 
volume, adorned with rich curtains, and in which they pre- 
ferve an ancient Bible in Hebrew chara&ers,. but refufe to 
let any one fee it. Thefe Jews, however, we are told, 
know nothing of Hebrew , and only mention the names of 
David, Abraham, and » I fane ; are very ignorant and remifs 
m their law, even to thc^eglc&ing of drcumcifion, becau^a ** 
the Chihcfe upbraid them with the cruelty of performing that\^ 
ceremony on innocent babes ^ (11). ■*> 


r}« 

i HAT' 


* Alvar^ajIiuL of China, parti. 


(R) It is not eafy to recon- 
cile this with what he there 
adds, that though they marry 
with Chivrfr women, they do 
not give their daughters to the- 
Ghinefc, for fear they fhould foJ/ 
low the religion of their hu'f- 
bands ; that they live ^ a dif- 
t ;,ui: irom (laughter houfes and 
butch.;* fhops, on account 
their felling Rf (wine’s flefh ; 
and that they have their own 
butchf* . to kill, their beafT af- 
ter the JnviJt, m inner, and keep 
a Arid eye o\cr them. An- 
other author ulls us, thac they 
neither ufc flatus or piduies, 
but worlhip the deity under the 
title of V ich Chnmlin, the name 4 
by which the Chitufi exp refs the 
Great or *f •" "i erfe ( 34 ). 
This ir not the oniyHliing they 
have taken from the Chimfe ; 
for they do, like them, pay 
fomc honours to their Cbimghims, 
or great db&ors of their Jaw, 
and burn perfumes to their me- 
mory, but do not ufe images or 
(tatucs of them, as being forbid 
by njirir religion ; but have only 
a k&ul'Of inccnfc pots of differ- 


* «i 

ent frzes, the biggeft of which 
are for Abraham , Ifaac, Jaacob r 
Moft'Sy and David. A table 
likew ile they have over the 
cha it, on which is written the 
emperor’s name, and is inftead 
of his pi&ure or arms. 

They do moreover pay an 
honour, to the great Cwfuiius* 
as all the Chinrfc do ; and, when 
queftioned about it, readilv 
own d, “ That they hor ul’Cvl 
him in the fame manner, a » 
“ all the literati of China did, 
“ and that they affiiled with 
“ them at the folemn cerenu- 
u nies, which are performed i.i 
u the hall of their great men* 
“ They added, that they like- 
" wife paid honour to their an- 
“ ceftors^a's the CbUffe iur« 
ASLdp, in fpring and an 
“ tumn ; burm at t* 

“ offer to them any fwine’s 
“ flefh, but that of other crea- 
“ tures ; and that in their ordi- 
“ nary ceremonies, they con- ' 
“ tented tl.emfelves with pre- 
“ fenting them with china tif- p 
“ fels lull of fivee^n^ats, and 
** ovhtr fuch ref^eftuctents ; and 


*3 


(i4) L<ttr$i curccufufst ediji antes, uti fuf. 
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author tells us moreover, that they have no notion That of 
or^thc Chrillian Meffiah r : whence he infers, that they wer cottier av* 
fctti^fcb.ere before the time of Chrift; though this rather thors. 
protfes their ignorance, than their boafted antiquity, if it was 
not rather a Jewijb evafion, and luch as they have iince made 
t ufe of to another of the fame fraternity, who had the cuiiofity 
. to go and vifit that fynagogue, an. 1704. This lail, whole 
account we fhall fubjoin in the next paragraph, having afked 
Ope of their chiefs, whether they h^d ever heard of the pro- 
^ftiifeTVMeftiah, who, he told thorn, was called Jefu.^ Cbrijl ? 
recefv»#V|^is illufory anfwer : Our Scriptures mentioned only 
None j^oly rwm of^t&at name, viz . Jcfus the fon of Sirach ; and 
tS.it they" -Knew- of no off^^but him s . The reader may 
find not only the like equivBfcatvf^ anfwcr given to the 
fame Jesuit, upon his aflvfrtg them, hov^ftumcrous they were 
i$ that empfre, in a formXvyolumc f; but fuch an one as 
not only contradi£fs all the ot\er accounts we have hitherto 
quoted from other authors ; rfnd was, beyond all qutftion, 
defigned to conceal from hi ifi their flouri filing ftate in that 
country, whether 011 t^ffufptiion, or hatred to his fociery, 
we will not determine, \ • 

Tun farther account he gives of thole of this city r, that r ev ^ nUtk 
they had a ftately jynagogue with* divers npartmi •. hi ..., rous i n 
the heart of which was a higl} clcfk, on wlirh the’ .'muju Honan - 
mjho volume of the law on fcltival days. Thef preunded 10 
bin*; that they had a very ancient copy of it ; bin iliat the 
river Hoe "’ho, or. Yellow River , one of the 4 ;»r; T vft China, 
having overflown the city of Caifum, capital of that provi *tc, 
they had, with much difficulty, fiveil it; bir the Laves of 
it being wetted, and the letters effaced, they had caufed 
twelve new copies to be written, which were p. eferved in 
twelve different tabernacle There is no room 10 doubt, 
but that thde were real Jews, iince they nm only uiftin- 
guiihe/ the five'Ltooks of Mofes by rhcii ' .u tides, but 
mentioned lilvc ygi fa>Aie ertflfent judge , atfd monaiclis of their 
, *hd the teftimony of* that miiiionary is the lefs to be 
fufpe&ed, Iince, being ignorant of the Hebrew tongue, he 
relates tho e matters exactly as they were told t<\him. But 


r Alvarez’s 
te«»edifiantes \8y 
vol. viiLprfJg. 


/ 

LTift. China, c. 5 °-*P- 21 2 - 
^urieufes, vol. vii. let. i. ad f 


Recueil de let- 
f See before 


voi. vm.pg.~r39. 

\ jpj* 

4t as to thofe that ai^ accompa- 
“ nied with profouifi bowing, 
* fcfc. they were not pcrformecL 


in the fynagogue, buy in the 
hall adjoining toff” 


i m 
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thofe Jews do moft likely give thcmfelves a much greater ^ 
tiquity than is confident with truth ; feeing they pretend, *o 
have been fettled there under the government of thc^fif-b dy- 
nalfy, or royal family cillcd Hew, computed to have reigned 
from 206 years before the Chriftian a*ra, to the 220th after 
it. One might indeed imagine from thence, that they re- 
tired thither fo.nc time before or after the definition of Je- 
rufakm ; but the difficulty is, how to fuppofe that they 
con hi go fo far for a repeat, or reach it fo foon, confide?* 
ing the jjrrle acquaintance, "A any, they had of that remote * 
part of the worid. But we fhall refer all further^fqliifi- 
tion about them here, having given a fuller a^ 3 f»«j)f it/ 
from the fame author in the bp .y of China , to- vvhich wc 
refer the reader v . r- , ^ l h ‘ 

Wk arc Hill more at a lofs what' to think of a letter, writ- 
ten in Hebrew, which the Jcy 9 o( Cochin are laid to have 
fenr, fome rime ago, to The lyii.i/ogue of Amjlerdam 1 ; for they 
theie tell them, 44 That th^; ictired into the Indies , when 
“ the Romans conquered the l^dy Land . They pretend to 
u hate had lLvent>-iwo kiq,,s, Vv*^, Succeeded each other 
44 within the (pace of icso jcars, but that afterwards, the 
44 iealoufy of two brolheis having kindled a war between 
44 them, wiiilft they were contefting for the crown, the 
44 neighbouring princes lubdued them. Since which time 
44 they have fontinucJ in fubjeftion to the Indian kings : 

44 but have, however, given filch pi oofs of their fiJelr, to 
44 them, that Samuel Cadre!, who died an. 1640, wrs go- 
44 vernor of Co : and \cu his government to a man of the 
44 fame name and religion.” It were hard to decide whether 
this letter be true or ialfe, as we have no proofs again If the 
JceeiJb hiflorians ; yet that fucceflion of feventy-two monarchs, 
founded on their retreat to Cochin , ever-fincc the reduction of 
Judea by Titus, feems rather invented to raife the glory of 
•the Jcwijh nation. And we are only referrcdTo dilfantr times, 
and to unknown 111 (lories, becaHii»d:.>^efent flatc hath 
nothing worth our admiration 

All that we can infer from the various accounts above- 
mentioned ;s, that the Jews are difperfed about in the Eafi 
Judies ; that they are fettled at Cochin, \<\t Goa, Malabar , 
China , and even in America p but that none, of thefe are de- 
feended tiom the ten tribes, whom w r e hav«* (hewn to t- 
Jeated near the Euphrates in Pcrjia , arid other neighbouring 

* S. e before, vol. viii. p. 154, Sc feq. * Barrios's Hift. 
UnivcrlM. Jud. “ Basnac. ubi fup.c. 38. §. 13. 

countries. 
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'trp.intries, where though very poor, yet they have ftill main- 
tanned themfelves to this rime. The others arc only families 
wHoitf ’commerce hath attrafred into thofe parts lince their 
difperlion, but which can only be diftinguifhed by fome un- 
certain, not to fay falfe, tradition. Neither doth it appear 
that they have had any monarchs or fupreme government 
in any country. They live in the Eaft, and in America, as Evcry- 
they do in Europe , under the dopiinion of other princes, where in 
Ether Cl Indians or Gentiles thofe in America , cfp o.-fabjc 8 iou+ 

the Portuguefe and Epanifo dominions, !lre often 
oay dea* tor thjir avarice and riitfimulation ; be- 
btlcn/tcd and jVvercly p uni Hied by the tribunal 
4 rfit ion, as wc hmfcis^whcre hinted. In Tttrky , Fez, 

Barbary, and Egypt, .indeed, thc“jP$re«fr>mewhat more than 
tolerated, yuUare fomctipics admitted into public func- 
tions (S), especially in Egyp\™. T^c Ottoman piinces Jo 
even fend them on fome embuiics ; at which times they va- 
lue themfelves upon makinjyvi more than ordinary appear- 
ance for the credit of their^.tfon ; and their flourilhing con- 
dition under that ^ofvniment Wakes them fo numerous, Hi at 
they are reclamed to amount tira fnillion : fo that upon the 
whole, one may allow rhem to have about 1,300,000 difperfed 
all over the Eaft, and upwards of three millions in all the 
world. • « 

‘^,The JeiviJb writers, whom we lately quoted, divide the Jews *- 
Wen into two fovereignties, or rather into the two principal >/;«>?« the 
religions that reign in it, viz . the Roman Catholic and the PapiflsanJ 
Proteftant ; and by an odd perverfenefs, or perhaps flattery, Protcft- 
are not afliamed to extol the kind protection and favour they ants * 
receive from the former, and to complain of the unkind treat- 
ment they meet with from the latrcr. Roma pontifiAa, fays their par- 
Barrios, fempre los ha patrohnada defile , quo a dcjlruye Je- tinlity to ‘ 
rufalem/w general Tito x : “ Popifla Rome," fays he, “hath the form*, 
t 

w Mfnassf<JR>. V^ 4 X^L^fejperanza, p. 103, & feq. Bas- 
ItrffcTSiui nip. §. 15. * Barrios, ubi fup. p. 3. 


(S) A modern 
firms, on what gw 
eafy to guefs, that ~ ‘ man grant- 
ed thpm a city w all its de- 
pendencieg^m^fne petition of 
one MiSnefi who was ify high 
favour with that SukdSt s fon 
(35). But, as neither JewiJb, 


nor any other, writer that we 
know of, takes notice of any 
fifch grant, and we do not find 


that they ever had any peculiar 
town given to them, we may 
fuppofe it to # be either a miwike 
of Strada , or elfe that fa/was 
but a Ihort- lived grant?* f 


(35) Sdada d*BtU, jfelgic. hb . iv. f% »S5* 

•fa 8 3 
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the emperor’s dominions, and ef- 
thuania , aij uH tiffin \ but 11, *t hough 


“ alv*ays protected them, ever-fince its general Titusx^^ 
44 ftroyed Jerufalcm (T).” It is true the generality of life 
popes have been their patrons and protech*rs ; bijfrT!>i^ no 
lefs certain, that fome of them have like wife been their ene- 
mies and perfecutors ; and the fame may be faid of the other 
princes and ftates of Italy ; though, upon the whole, they 
have received more good than harm from them, as we have 
fhewn through this chapter. But how can this be faid of 
France , Portugal , and Sfcin, from which they have been 
long banifhei ; and where tVrofe that have ventured U 
were foiced to do it at the expepce of tlynr relij?*ofr%^*and j 
where they live under the wo>Vqf diifi mulatto?^ ir y 
Overt free- continual danger of bung^jpf , fered and* binift'Y Th£y 
dom in Po- meet with kinder 
land. peJallv in Poland , Lit 

their learning and academies flyivc there more than in other 
places, they aie frill Cept pefir, or, nr Jeait, they fall far 
Jhort of the flourifliing couditif \ of thofe in England and Hol- 
land \ and this might, onr wrap ] think, make them give the 
prejudice to theie, in poinrfS cricks-- getnent and hofpita* 
Complaint ^ ir Y : Y ct ir is » tliac tbty complain againft the Proreftants 
ugahtjl ^without exception, as v>a Heating them with fu much hu- 
Prctijl - manity as they could wifh : thong!., as we have already ob- 

ferved, they enjoy under the*n ali the liberty, both of reli- 
gion and commerce, and live- in all the quietnefs and fafet^r 
they can reafonably deb re. Bur. it mull be owned, they are 
cxcdlively proifd of their origin, and value themfelVes fo 
much upon being V/v witneffes to the whole world of the unity 
of Cod % the favourite people of his providence, and the 
royal offspring of the friend of God, that they think it in- 
jurious to than, tc fujf tt them either of hafenefs or treachery . 
Onthefe accounts they highly refent, not only every flight they 
meet with, and every reftraint that is laid on them,, but are 
very une:tf\ and impatient under their prSfent flate of fervi- 
tude and fubjettion to other natiofe^w jh ey look upon 
as their inferiors, in point of antiquity, religion, and national 
* pre-eminence. 

Great ex- Under all thefe grating difad vantage^they comfort them- 
pUlatior c/ftdves with the affurauce, that the fo long promifed Mefliah’s 


nuts. 

High <va 
lue for 
them • 
/elves. 


(T) Ey this our readers may 
judge what an expert hiilorian 
he iVas that could imagine Pi- 
tas tqpbe,thc pope’s general, and 
yethdys far enough from being 


the woyft of\hjm, as ap]?&rs 
by what we have WnVtved of 
fomt f the reft at the 


ning of this hiltory (f)* 


begin- 


tt) Aee.JBift, \ t, iii.{(sf x .f>ejl 


appearance 
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t ’pdfarance cannot be far off, who will turn the tables in their the 
/our; and, in the mod triumphant manner, gather them 
tip from all the four corners of the earth, and fettle them in 
th^ land of their fathers, where they lhall, with inexpreifible 
joy and wonder, fee their holy temple and city rebuilt more 
glorioufiy than ever, their religion embraced by all the funs 
of Adam , and the whole globe fubmitted to his feeptre. 
Thefe are their hopes ; which not only they, but a great 
jmber of Chriftians, firmly belief are founded on the clear* 
mod exprels prophecies^ the Old and Ngw Tefta- 
, fflie N, JBut.js to the y time of their being fulfilled, both 
• - v fide* 



thef^*' 


(V) To fum up here all the 
exprefs •texts and prophets, 
about thei^ final converfic*^. 
would be only to repeat what? 
we have, upon all proper occa- 
fions, taken care to mculcat 
through the firft and fecond ^ 
of their hifiory (1)* Am What 
cannot fail of occurring to eve- 
ry attentive reader both of the 
OldandNewTeftamety:. Who- 
ever confiders part of the pro- 
sthetic fong of the good old 
jt. •on concerning C hriit, that 
-he was to be the Glory of his 
People Ifrael (36), or what the 
Apoftle fays of the latter being 
again to be received into God's 
favour and Caving fold (37), 
and can perfuade himfelf, that 
thefe premifes have been as yet* 
fulfilled ? Let thofe who think 
fo, tell us, wh^^hleifings or 
glory ‘the Teat ifh 
^rayjed by^he^Cflflng of Chrift > 
jfhat miferable nation, to 11 fo 
the words of a learned divine 
44 hath been fcartered over 
49 the face of the ewh ; is look- 
** ed upon as tie curfe and 
49 'louring of J/t\ and groans 
und^N^HffvKude anti capti- 
vity* of near two pr-afand 


j^fcS^and, can it be Cup-’ 
“ pofed, that they fhall conti - 
“ nue fo to the end of the world, 
4( and«pcrifh in their mifery f 
44 If the cafe be fo, we muft 
44 look upon all thofe prophe- 
44 cies in their favour, as mere 
illufions ; and that they have 
Been deceived by falfe ora- 
and with vain hopes 5 
for it would be a mere ridi- 
cule on the S:mied Writing* 
to tell us, ft at thofe pro- 
mifes have been fulfilled in 
thofe few who em- 

braced C^hriitianity ; a great 
part of whom proved fuch 
half conveit , that they only 
ferved to introduce the cu rfed 
fed and herefy of the Ebio- 
nites and Nwzaritn. We muft 
then fay, that thofe greatand 
Angular promifes will meet 
with tlteir completion before 
the end of the world. 

44 And it is in fatt one of the 
Chriftian doctrines, founded 
on a great number of divine 
jyophecies,that the7>avj (hall 
be recalled ; and the mira- 
culous manner wherein they 
have be^n hitherto prefixed*' 
feems to be an unanfiv§fable 


. (f) Hi) f. vol. jii. fef x. poff. (36) Luke ii. 31. (37) VtiT inti at. Rom. 

xi p*ff, autmpl da propbaia, tm. ii. p. zo$ f & fti. S? 307* 

• ^Cg4 P! proof 
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fidc$ have been fo often out in their calculations, that* 


ther dare now pretend to guefs ; 


44 proof of it : for it is a fad “ 
44 without example, and, at the *' 
44 fame time, beyond concep- 44 
44 tion, that God flioizld pre- 44 
41 ferve them thefe feveiueen “ 
44 centuries, difperfed as lV ' v v “ 
“ are anfong all nations, with- M 
44 out being blended v\ ith them, 44 
4i or adopting their religion or ** 
44 manners as other difperfed 7 ^* 
44 nations have done-. . kick 44 
44 feems plainly to nint, that 41 
44 God referves them for fome X* 
44 great cud. Let us new fup- /** 
44 pofe, th.it they (hall be con- \ 44 
44 verted, if the end of the r 4 
44 world happens fo foon after J 
4t ir, that neither they nor their f 44 
4i cluldrcn lhall enjoy thofe “ 

44 rious advantages which )% uvc 
u been premifed to them, how 
4g can they be faiil to fee the ful- 
44 filling of lb 4 nany orach s in 
44 their favour. Shall fuch a 
44 vail many million of fouls be 
44 Io(L during rhefe £700 years, 

44 whilft only few, in compari- 
44 fon, (hall be laved at the end 
44 of the ivorld ? And wi.l thefe 
44 be fuflicient to anfwer the 
44 high idea which thofe glori- 
44 ous promifes, made to that 
4 ‘ nation, plainly give us ? 

1 44 And hercict us father ob- 

u ferve, that it was to them that 
44 tlic Mefiiah was promifed j 
• 44 and that they were from the 
44 beginning nuitured up in the 
44 fure hope of his coming, find 
44 to look npon him as the great- 
44 eft blefling that Heaven could 
u poar npon them. f He came 
44 accordingly ; and the only ac- 
44 cenYjjMiment of thofe great 
44 - prorrfcfcVvvhich they fovind, 

44 was ty fee thtir temple and 


and the tormcr have even 
forbid, 

city burnt to the ground, its 
worihip abolilhed, and them- 
felves and children fcattered 
over the world, and become 
the contempt and abhorrencp 
of the reft of mankind/.^u^ 
that; inftead of fiK.h ly^nal 
land extraordinary ^ngs,,' 

• as /hey hoj* d , h f 

orings the'111 mj&nig' hut 
a long feries of ihame and 
'/.mcry, and fuch Us never 
'befel any ot'ner nation. 
But at length, about the end 
of the world, fome few mil- 
lions of them will be convert* 
-;dj and (hare a better fate 
than’ ».he*reftj and this will 
be all the advantage they (hall 
reap from all thofe magnifi- 
44 cent prophecies. If that be 
44 their cafe, there can be no 
44 reconciling the divine con- t ,. 
44 dudl with his promifes . 

44 time therefore muft either 
44 come, in which that IVfefliah 
44 (hall reign over the Jewiftr 
nation, and raile it above all 
44 others in the world, accord- 
44 ing to thefe exprefs predic- 
* 4 tions, or elfe they muft be 
44 looked upon as falfe and de- 
44 ceitful, ar^only give^ to be 
44 r nnre unto them. 1 ' 'Thus 
far our autru?T,*..*id,.we m»v 
add, that thefe are not difficul- 
ties raided by an enthufiaftic 
millenarinnt but the refledtions 
of a found aid unbiafled divine; 
and fuch as,Vve doubt not, he 
had either heaH Jrom, or rfcad 
in, the JewiJb wntfi^j: J \c had 
been o^verfant with, add any 
other man /nay have heard ob* 
jedled by att the learned 7m 
he meets with. It will Le there* 
fore 



c. i: 


Dtfperfion of the Jewsi 


fif-Jbid, under the fevereft anathema, the very enquiring after 
it. L However, both they and we believe, and not without 
good grounds, that it will not be long before we fee fomc 
forefun ners of thole glorious days, when that loug-promifcd 
fun (hall fliine which will at once enlighten both hcmifpheres. 

But as thefe are points that belong more to divines than to 
hiftoiians todifeufs, we (hall dive no farther into them here. 

Only thus much we beg leave to obferve, from their wonder- Their pre - 
^ fu^prefervation to this iiSy, under p/jt diffcuhies, hatred, per -fivwtion 
and other di^idvantag-^we have flcn them labour miracu* 

• und<fc\^Vt only from their ddh erance out of Egypt, and^ //J * 
their^k^ \j froyi the Uabj u 'uijh captiviry, blit more cfpcci- 
J^L/' iaifc and difperlion by the Romans 

into all nations and counti ks,XVVrh()^%nther kings or piinces, 
without** temple^ altar, prtalls, iacvificts; or any of thofc 
more fcufible parts of religVn, fur which they had always 
fuch a natural fondnefs, and which kept them united in their 
own once happy land ; or an/ comfortable profpeft, much 
lefs afTurance, of their feej’/g an end to their miferable 
flaverv, to their doubts. ^:*JleaVn.that the time of the Mdliah’s 
coming have been long dapfalV that nothing but a viiibJc 
and miraculous Providence could c'lfrct it, or could have fup- 
ported their faith and hope, and kept them fteady to their 
religion, during above feventcen centuries, under fuch diflicul- 
- ties and difeouragernents. 

t\u ij, on the other hand, when we refleft on their numbers, y a i n at ^ 
the great inifery of fome, and opulence of other conn tries, their tempts to 
earneft wi flies for a deliverer, their rcadinofe to clofe in with recover 
every impoftor that airumed that title, and the many and their liter* 
ftrenuous efforts they have made under fome of them, in or- <y *s<won~ 
der to recover their liberty, and raife them felves above the dcrfuL 
powers that opprefs them, and how ftrangely they have been 
difappointed in them all, we cannot but conclude, that a Di- 
vine Providence nrffft have difplayed itfelf as much in their 
difappointment, their prefer ration, till he iliall 

iiTc\>rrq)lifu althls gracious deli gas and promifes both towards 
them and all the reft of mankind. 


fore in vain, to hope to make 
any fincere conv<pts among 
them/ till all thgfd difficulties 

ijuij iiffTiifTTiil ly run o v ed 

than th&y nave hitherto*^ en ; 
or indeed by ahy other w&y than 
by allowing to them this fecond 


coming and reign of Chrift. 
li&t for this, we ihall refer our 
readers to what we have hinted 
in a former volume (*), and to 
the adclitio.ul remarks with 
which we ihall concluded*#. 


l 1 ) See line, llr\ v./» iii» 391 
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Averponto If it Ihould be’objetted, that we are here hardening t%p 
Chriftian - in their unbelief, and perfuade them to put off their conw- 
ity. fion till that promifed time, let it be considered how few real 
converts have been made either here or abroad, line! the 
frit ages of Chriftjanity, by mere dint of argument ; how 
avcrfe their doftors are to enter into a fair conference with 
Chriftians of any denomination, and how fearful their un- 
learned ought to be to attempt it withi»/ut them ; how many 
of thofe pretended and jealous cony Jr ts have at length apgf- 
tatized (of which we have^wen lb many pregnant ic '“* 
throng!? the courfe of this chapter, and could hapMcfed as* 
many more as would fill a vohwnty; what* rancqiijk ojlhave 
lhewu, what horrid blafph attk^ftfley havc^t. vAr*,' -^gainft 
Chriit and his Gofpcl ?J |jfter^wf5r return into Judaifm ; and 
what dreadful curl!? they all voipit-againfl: thofe of fheir na- 
that embrace it upon any^iudable andYmttre motive ; 


Final ( 


tion 

and we (hall have little caufe/o fear, that what we have faid 
I'crjionmi- above will hinder their real \ much lefs their general, con- 
raculous. verfion; and be apt to think, \ith our learned Jqfcph Mede y 
and many other eminent divy|fi,^HLthis»lafl will not be ef- 
fected without a miraculpu/intervcntion of die lame Divine 
Providence, which fo vifibj] 'difplayed itfelf at the lirft planting 
and propagation of the^jofpeL 

An enquiry As we arc therefore drawing near the conclufion, not only 
into the of this thirteenth volume, but likewifeof the hiftory oiAfia^ 
true cauft and the next will bring us into a new part of the world, •viz. 
ojtbe -Jews t hat of the gre*t continent of Africa, our readers, we* hope, 
un.dirf no t be difpleafed, if (fetting afide all theological con- 
jectures concerning the time and wondrous manner of their 
uuiveifal, whether recall into the ancient land of Pale - 
fine, or their adiniffion into the fpiritual church of 
Chrift, which can claim no roogain a work’ like this) weclofe 
up jhe hiftory of their difperfion with a few curious and inte- 
refting remarks, which could not be we#" infer ted’ vn the 
body, without interrupting the*rt«»i«qad feries - and 
herein wc (hall confine ourfelvtfk to fuch only, 11 as %ill ftiTtfr#* 
them the greareil light that can be poffibly ilruck out of alt 
the numerous volumes which have been written on that dark 
and fo much controverted fubjeft, and ft the fame time re- 
concile that unhappy wSvefing nation to Vhe certainty and 
infallibility of the divine promifes in favoirfc^of it, of which 
ihcii miftaken notions about the timfc and ma!9wj»«jf= rMf" 
%‘on»lction, have made the major profit, in.a great mea- 
{ x f vc \t%^d efpond , if not wholly to defpair ; infomuch that, 
to ou\ certain knowlege, and their own confcffion, very 
many j-f thofe in England a*d Holland , carried on by the 
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Taphiftream of infidelity now reigning, are funk into a down- 
right difbelief of the divine authority of their facred books. 

It will not therefore appear foreign to our fubjeft, to fj,ero C ko» 
poinf out both toyour JewiJh and Chi iftian readers, the fatal ^hubthey 
rock on which the former have unhappily fplit, and loft all ^ 

the benefit of thofc great and lingular pro miles ; and the chiefly 
wrong methods which have been taken by the latter to con -Jpiit. 
vince them of their erW. and which have only fer\cd to con- 
the more in tiStir fatal pr^u dices, againft the per- 
"l&l^Sk^radhr, and doclrii^'^fi^fir Divine Mcffiah. 9 Thefe 
Wo ¥H wc tiling theVioiy p'oper to be fail ly dated, as 
they t^/Vjnce^fully accoum for the invincible obllinacy of 
the the ill-fd^sds^f the other, in fpitc of the 

moft Toothing attraftives, ano^of^atj^dting determents, 
made ufc of in # every % ag\ and country? and by no nation 
more than thofc who profiled Chriftianity, to induce or 
oblige them to abjure a reiigioi| fo diametrically oppofite to 
their prefent intereft and peace# and fo dettrudtive to all their 
future profpedls and ill-group/ed hopes. 

Every thinking»rea u r,^v\lrt|«hatii fcrioufly reflected on 


fcrioufly reflected on 


this invincible attachment of a wVA* nation, difperfed as they 
are over every part of the world, wE^out king or high -pried, 
without authority, or. any bands of fociety to keep them 
united, and what is ftill worfe, defpifed, opnreflcd, and 
^PQrfecuted, yet perfeveringin it during above iix een whole Their long 
centuries, under all the imaginable difeourugenunts, uncer -duration 
tainties, and anxiety of mind, and deilituticn of even the 11 xt t0 w- 
leaft glimmering profpecl of their fo Jong, fo earneftly wifhed- racu ^ ous * 
For reftoration ; whoever, we fay fcrioufly, refledfs on this 
their furprifing attachment to a religion, which hath hitherto 
not only deluded all their fond hopes of a Meiliah to come, 
but hath expofed them to the contempt and fcorn of the 
world, will be forced to .own, that fome ftronger tie than 
the barfc prejndic3*of education, muft have fupported them 
in it, or elfe been long ’ll nee a total end of 

faiTh and hopes, as well as of all diftindtion between 
them and other nations, and they had long enough ago been , 


blended with, and embraced the religion of fuch, as had gi- 
ven them the greatjm encouragement to fettle amongft them, 
had not the Divinr^Providence, for wife ends, no Jcfs in fa- 
jyo ut^of them ^>ffm for the confirmation of the gofpel, pre- and a 
ventefl 1 T OTfftotal apoftacy, and preferved a more dian flan ting 
fufficient number o£L v £hi every-where, to be ftandin^ i\iex- evidence nf 
ceptionable evidences of the divine authority the the truth 
facred Hebrew code, either until the end of the world. ; or, as °f l ^ e 
fc moft probable, till the pre-Ordained time cf the cc!nplete-^ r/ if / * r "' 

* conWrfion 
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convcrfion of the gentiles, when they {hall be admitted Into 
the* fame fold with them, and readily acknowlege the divine 
authority of the New : fo that what was once a great (tum- 
bling-block to them, viz. the incorporation of the heathen 
into the Chriflian church, (hall, ' by a divine effeft of his 
Providence, be turned into a means of their admiffion into it, 
and both become glad partakers of the fame univerfal 
benefit. 

That it was in fifr'our of Reformer, that thej^ie- 
All-wife Goodncfs condu^d'ln^ feptuagint verfion^rf^anf- 
lation of the facred Hebrew bofks^int o Greek, thftJn^uage 
then moft known, and in life over the gi^ateft/pajr hf the 
world, fome centuries before -*fie compleSSrw^OT^fflfe'inoft 
fignal prophecies cor^'.jed^Yn it, we have fully lhewn in a 
former part of thS'work b , and' 1 they alone; received the be- 
nefit of it ; whilft the incredulous Jews, even thofe among 
them who had exprdled theigreatcft zeal for it, as having in 
a great meafure loft their rfebrew tongue, being now en- 
raged at the fucccfsful ufe wliiah the piimitive preachers made 
of it, to convert the gentile*; orkf, left noftone unturned, or 
foul means untried, to*fin r f it into the loweft diferedit c . It 
lnfur- could not enter into theVliearts, that the God of Abraham^ 
mountable dfaac, and Jacob, ever defigned to be the God of the gen- 
prejudic* tiles alfo,in the fame fenfeas^he was theirs, or would fet them 
ugainjl the on a level with them Whatever promifes and prophcc^: 
Gentiles they had that intimated any thing like it, fuch as, that in 
bung Abraham’.* feed all nations fhottld be bleffcd d ; that they<ftiould 
called, a n j n t ; me be gathered under the banner, and be partakers of 
the light and blefling, of the Mefliah c , they underftood in no 
higher fenfe than that of a temporal conqueft, which Ihould 
bring them all under his obedience, yet in fuch a manner, 
that thofe who readily fubmitted to his feeptre, (hould efteem 
themfclvcs highly blelfed in the fecvice of fo illuftrious a con- 
queror, and of a nation fo peculiarly chofell 1 , and fo highly fa- 
voured by the Almighty ; w h i 1 t I t e r unwillingly 

fubmitted to the yoke, or has behaved contempfcuoufty* or 
cruelly againlt them, lliould become the unhappy objetts of 
their refentment, and be doomed to undergo a more dreadful 
tod them* tyranny under them, than they themf^ves underwent in 
fel*ves re- Egypt, Babylon , or fince their laft difperfiof , This was their 
je3ed. notion of the reign of the promifed Mefliaft,* at the tiifte of 
Chrift appearing among them j and hpw oppolite% , <B6 <r na- 

i A 

b &*£':*nc. Hill. vol. x. p. 244, & feq. Se (O). e Ibid. 

*42, & feq. * Gen. xxi. 1 8. « Ifai. xlii. 6, 49, 
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tura of the Divine Being, who is no refpeRef of perfons , &c. f . 

How contrary to all his exprefs declarations by his prophets ; 
and much more manifeftly, and, if we may be allowed the 
exprdfion, how feelingly oppofite to their completion ! which, 
to their dread and amazement, ended in their rejection, and 
the utter ruin of that fmall (hare of power and authority 
they had left. Nor was this fatal prejudice rooted out ot their 
hearts by this fevere ffirak, but hath been, with the moft far- 
prjfing obftinacy, propag^ed and chgifhed by the whole na- 
that time to this day they llill retain the 

* fiime Vigtions of a tempwflrlconquering Mefliah, who fhall 
fubdu? the vwholg *earth, rebuild the holy city and temple, 
rcftor/SS**' • v Mofaic .of it, and obi ige all nations 

and people to forfake their variota re l; "’Qns, and oblcrve the 
Mofaic law under the fevered penalties. ** y 

This, therefore, is their grand ftumbling-block, the Againft 
fatal rock of offence againft whigh they ■have fplit : nor will Cbrift'* 
they acknowlege a Mefliah unc.er any other character than 
that ; how much lefs can they ever be prevailed on to fubmit^^J^J 
to one who appeared, fpoke/and^Cted, in a manner fo very 
oppofite to it, and to all their temporal views and expecta- 
tions ? As for the difficulties whrdr?re juftly objected out of 
the tiered writings, againft this their vain expectation, fuch 
as, that no other Mefliah hath appeared lince in fuch a 
f^Jendid character, much lefs within the time linTited by the 
molt celebrated prophecies that foretold his coming ; that is, 
before tty feeptre was departed from Judah s : * 2dly, before 
the completion of Daniel's weeks h : and, ^dly, during the 
Handing of the fccond temple 1 : thefc, and many more of Fullcx - 
the like nature, irrefragable as they are, and unanfwered as pedation 
they know them to have been by any of their rabbinic tribe, °J a Mrf- 
they have found forfle artful fubterfuges and chicaneiy \.ofi a ^ in a 
evade ; but fuch as, whatever impreflion they may make oa ^entcha 
the mind -and confchmce of a prejudiced Jew , rather betray a a ~ 
tacit defire to difguife th^-ntihbility to remove them, as we 
hcra^Tewhatf^roved againft them k . And thus, by their 
falfe glofTes upon, or unfair cavilling about, the moft preg- 
nant prophecies againfjt them, they have made fhift tjiefe fix- 
Jecn hundred years to keep up the drooping and bewildered 
hopes of their natic^, that whatever* delay their fins, and 
*thofe of their forefathers, may have occafioned with relation 

••rn . , • 4 
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f ACts x. 34, •& feq. * Genef. xlix. io. See alfoA^c. 

Hilt. vol. iii. p. 318 (G)/ x. 629. h See Anc. Em. /ol, 

x. p. 446 (QJ. 1 Haggai, ii. 9, Sc feq. *f/Set 
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to the coming Of the Mefliah, nothing but a total apoftacy of 
theft nation can poflibly prevent his appearing in God’s time, 
and in the glorious manner they have been taught to expeft 
him : by which means, they have been enabled to ling6* out 
that long feries of centuries in this dreadfulftate of uncer- 
tainty, ever eager to catch at the leafl fliadow of hope, and 
to liften to every impoftor, though at the hazard of the 
moil mortifying dilappointment, ari addition to their 
anxieties. v » r 

Of this \vc have givens fu^W-jpit number of inflancu^Si- 
ring the courfc of this chapter Asrji many more 
have added ro them, had our Hated boundaries uernrutfed it. 
One, however, we cannot .pafajif, whicM'ippfiffr: Toon 
JUufive after the pic tended d^iiovoty^f Prefer John's kingdom, or 
hopes about empire of AbiJIhiuff ot \vhidi w^ (hall fpeak in a fahicquent 
the JewiHi volume. No fooncr had the news reached 'Eutbpe, that fome 
feeptre be- Portugucfe had difewered that much iought-tor kingdom, 
iug found aru j f oun d it to be governed oy a monarch lineally defeended 
in Abd- f roin j,- ni g Solomon , the fon of David , that he and all his fub- 
t * lwa ' jefts were circunicifed, thaf they obfcrvvd the fabbath, and 
abftained from fwine’s-flefM and other unclean meats, £te. 
than the Jews, both iij. Europe and Afia, were elevared be- 
yond mcafure at the feport ; and took it for granted, that 
both tlie Ethiopian monarch and his* fubjefts were Jews ; 
and that the- promifed fceptTe ol Judah was preferved amon^ 
them by a Divine Providence. The valtnefs of his dominions, 
the magnificence of his court, and other particulars relating 
to that newly dilcovered empire, were greatly exaggerated by 
the two Portugucfe Je .us who were font upon that difeovery. 
The learned rabbi Ahalbaner , of whom, and of whofe works, 
we have given, an account a little higher l , and who was then 
at Lift on y took oecafion, from this agreeable piece of news, to 
c$tol the glory and numeroufnefs of the JcwiJh nation, in 
one of his comments on the minor prophets. About the 
ferge ti fame time a letter was trumpet;-- and printed by thofe of 
letter from Coii/lantinople, and difperfetP amungft thoie 4 6r iheir a&iiou, 
that empe- far and near, in the Hebrew tongue and character, and pre- 
rortJtbem . tended to be written and fent to them by the Abijfmian em- 
peror. 'they had caufed it to be tranflatcd into moft Euro- 
pean languages, and fent Vo the whole JeiviJh brotherhood, 
backed by fundry other artful circumftanct: which failed not 
to raife, as ufnal, the fpirits, if not the triumpSpoftvic tribe ~ 
oi^iidab, where-ever the news had reached. 

See before, p: 352, (C), & feq. 
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It proved, Ipowever, but a Ihort-lived one ; and the Por- 
tuguefe had no fponer penetrated into the Abiffinian empire, 
than they found it to be all Chriftian, monarch as well as fub- 
lefts*; and that though they ftill retained the old JcwiJh rites 
above-mentioned, yet they had, by their own confeifion, been 
converted to Chriftianity ever fince the time of the apolUes, 
as we (hall more fully (hew when we come to that part of 
their hiftory. This* new difeovery not only put an end at 
cnee to all the joy anen.^pes of th sfjfewijb nation, but filled 
tfifesywith confufion and : and fince this fomuch 

^wifflkd agd fought-for of Jiuiah could not be ibund in 

any the thfee o!& known parts of the world, they quickly 
refolvgtHo ggy qneft of it among the many vaft and newly 
difeovered trafts of America^trl trv their fortune in that Semi in 
new wojjd where weShall rejoin thrift* Jgain at the clofc of qu,ji of it 
this chapter,' nand fee to what a height of triumph one of their t0 Amc- 
great rabbies improved a few dark and vague hints, fent to r * ca * 
him from thence in favour of the royal dignity and of the 
Jeivifb nation : fo determinate are they, at all adventures, to 
compafs fea and laijd in quail of it, or even to believe it ftill 
flouriftiing in the clouds, or deplfis qfthc fca, rather than al- 
low it to have been abforbed in^or, to fpeak more truly, 
dignified and exalted into a fpirituaf' feeptre and kingdom, Di/bcfirf 
by that very perfon, Whom their grand fanhedrim condemned of a jpiri- 
to the mod ignominious of deaths, for impioufly arrogating tialjuptr* 
Titat extraordinary dignity to himfelf ; and which, had it really arTti kin &“ 
belonged to him, that fupreme court ought, and would, with- ^ m% 
out all doubt, have been the firft and readiril to ack now lege 
and proclaim it to the whole world. For fo they actually 
judge, one and all, of that whole tranfa&ion ; and cannot, 
without the utmoft abhorrence, imagine the bare poflibility, 
that the grand council of their i nation, unerring as they con- 
ceive it then was, to have been fo fatally blinded in a matfer 
of the greateft coi/equcnce, and to have ever been capable of 
pafling fo unjuft a fentenr^^n a perfon of his extraordinary 
jpefit and obtAftei . ' This reflexion, juft and affe&ing as it is, 
muft of courfegive an additional weight to their aveifenefs to 
the gofpel, which reprefents them as guilty of that atrocious 
faft, and as rejeclea by God, their city and temple demo- 
* lifhed, the whole levjifh nation os groaning under the moft 
- grievous captivin/on that account, and the Gentiles as ad- 
-evA fp d Jql, tfettV^ftead into Chrift’s fpiritual kingdom. And 
what a ferfts of the moft mortifying truths are thefc for ftiat 
once fo favoured people, to believe and acknowicg^o^oi c 
they can be admitted into it themfelves ; and what difeourage- 
xnent muft it be, moreover, to fo carnal a people, to forego 
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and renounce ill their expectations of a temporal and glorious 
one, as their learned men had, with fo much care and pains, 
delineated to theinfelves out of the figurative and pompous 
ex pre/lions of the prophets, and described as abounding *vith 
every tiling that is magnificent and attractive, for the fake of 
one that was founded in the deeneft humility and felf-denial* 
and promifed no other cai rhly fatishiction, but what refulted 
from the praflice of the iuhiimeft and focial virtues, 

and the profpett of a futtf»*e life. Buy^oreefpccially itill, as thgt 
is in laCt giving tip the wholtyyirilwity of their talinud, 

\ve h.tve rtiewn eilewhue, they iW# to be greater ihfli/that/" 
of the Hebrew text m , and carting a heinotis lcfcftion on the 
writei s and compilers of it, wh^aA been mo HsbviKCjS their 
defniptions of the p^mp and glory of it, as having 

lepiefmteJ it in aVnnner ijuirc^opffofitc to the retailing of 
thchiercd volumes, and to what Chrill now peremptorily af- 
fiuned it was to be. # And can we wonder at their crying out 
•with one v'ji e> as in the parable, We Wii.L.NOT have 
this man to uxiGN over. us ", or at thofc who have 
come alter them, lor continuing in the fame obdurate aver fu- 
nd's to a religion, which* cxpAa lb much, and offers fo little, 
of what they have been ir long inured to efteem t!ie ^reatefl 
bldlings of Heaven, peace ami liehes, power aid plenty, a 
numerous portent v, end dominion o*ei all the world ? All 
which, and many ivmic, they cwpdd will flow on all hands 
like a torrent upon them, undci the reign ol their Meffiah. 

Bu r, on the other h ind, feeing filch hath been thyr fatal 
blindnef’, to p;d«r the uncertain Ju.d temporal hlcllings of the 
old law, before the more fure, valuable, and lalting ones of 
the gloiious gofpel ; (uncertain we call the former, be- 
enufe, as we haie had ouafion to obferve more than once, 
the delay of the imaginary kingdom, fa many centuries be- 
yesad the time prefixed by the lac red oracles, hath tht own 
them into the gieatcft uncertainty 0 ), and that preference 
founded only on anVrroncous nr^KnbJhat the Ufofaic difpenfa- 
tion,cn Icordcqucnrlyits pt omtfes, as well as pTSfc&pts, w^e oft 
:m eternal and unalterable nature; what more irte£hial method 


could the Divine Providcn e take to undeceive them in both 
refpc&s, after they had rejefted the Meffiah whom he had 
lent to them, in his predicted time and chWa&er, than, firft, 
to cm ufe his temple at Jcrufalem, the cen\cof the Mqfaic 
wc^lhip, to be utterly deftroyed, arftl to lrtn mini mf 
fin^e^to convince them of the abolitfcj^of the one* and then 

m §ee before, Anc. Hid. vol. iii. p. 7, (B). n Lukexix. 14* 

• Vid, »nt. al. p. 4^S, & feq. * • 
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to flatter them over the world, and make them undergo the 
kmgeft hod hordeft flawy, under thofe very gentiles, over 
whom they expelled to gain an abfolute and irreverfible do- 
minion, under their vainly expe&ed Me/Bah, till it had 
brought diem to the acknowledgment of the true one. Such 
an attesting argument againft them, Ihould, one might have 
reafonable expected, been more than fuffident to have drove 
them to it $ and to ».t|ge Convinced them long ago, not only 
qf the vanity, but abfm^ty of th*jr expectations ; how de* 
rogatory to the Divine JtKT^ and Goodnefs, and «how op* 
polite they were jo thetru*? intereft and happinefs of mad- 
kind 5 had 901 this partial, felfilh prejudice, in favour of 
their own nation, too nfanifeftly verified the charge of the 
prophet againft them P ; That tffieir.Si<.^g were become grofs Tit juft 
and can.al fo that, having eyes they faw not, ears but caufr »/ 
heard not, and hearts incapable of underftanding what was their 
of the utmoft confequence to them to know ; namely, that blindncft, 
the blelfings defigned by the Divine Wifdom to adorn and 
and iignalize the Melfiah, were of a far nobler, fubiimer, 
and lading nature, than all thatworldly pomp and grandeur 
they fo ftupidly dreamed of, and^ their carnal hearts were 
fo ftrongly fet upon. But fince alt Aefe fevere methods, the andatfreft 
propereft, if not the only ones, that could, without infringe* fed ftatt . 
ment upon their rational liberty, reCKfy this ftrpng and long 
contracted biafs, have hitherto proved ineffectual j need we 
wonder at the Divine Providence continuing them Aril under 
the fame difeipline and regimen, till their end is fully an- 
fwered, and their cure effectually wrought. But we fhali 
here refer our readers, for a farther display of this difpenla- 
tion of God towards them, to that moft learned and elegant 
account which the apoftle hath given us of it in his epiftle 
to the Ramans ' ; and where he will fee the fource of their 
incredulity, as well as their wonderful prefervation to the 
happy time of their genera^converfion, tp be Handing mo* 
numents of thg truth of uifc anient prophecies, fully account* 
ed foi , and* the Divine Juftice and Goodnefs, with refpeCt to 
Us defigns and dealings towards them, clearly vindicated, and 
duly magnified. . ' 

Nor hath this fatal prejudice in favour of a conquering 
Melfiah, and his fuppofed glorious reign, ftopped here. 

They -have not only renpunced, and ftill perfift to do fo, and 
vfliry uie .promifed, and more flgnal redemption, which 
Chrift offered* to thegs/from fin and panilhment, as cradary 
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to their oxpeftatioh, th*t he was to deliver them from the 
Roman yoke, and fubdue thofe tyrants, and the/eft of the 
.world, under their fubjeftion (though this notion of *a tem- 
poral deliverance appears to have bcgn only taken up about 
this time, when they bad fmarted fo long under the Romans ; 
the more ancient of their doftors entertained a much more 
fublime notion of it (W), and dreamed of nothing Ids than 
fuch imaginary conqueih and univcrfoTdomuucm) : but, in 
.order to juftify their unjyft and imolous deeds, and fupprefs 
a$ muclvis poffible the mur:r«*<idg and difeontent of thofe 
few amongft them who condemned n*, not content to hav^per- - 
fecuted him with the utmoft malice and cruelty during his 
Impious they have, by the vileft arts, find blackeft flanders, af* 

forgeries perfed his Divine Qbjfctfler and Doctrine, and rendered his 
a gain ft memory odious, and even execrable," to their nation. In- 
Cbrijl'spc- Head of his lineal defeent from the tribe dt Judah, and 
digree. the lineage of David , fo dearly fet forth by two evangel ifts 
(in which genealogies, though there be found fome feeming 
difference and inconfiftency, yet a careful and candid reader 
wiH eafily obferve it to be ©f fuch a nature, as rather con* 
firms than invalidates their mutual authority, as we have fully 
proved in a former of this work*, they have fub- 
.. itituted a falfe and fpurious pedigree, .and made him the off* 
His fpring of adultery and incefl 0 r . His miracles, the vail nuin- 
oUs. tier and variety of which they could not deny, but do even 
confefs in their Thalmud , they have malicioufly, and with the 
mod abfurd effiontry, aferibed to a diabolical power,, and to 
the magic art, wnich they pretend he learned during his 
abode in Egypt, though but a child both on his going and 
coming out of it. Thofe of his difciples met, indeed, with 


* See Anc. Hift. vol. x. p & fcq. (R). r Set 

fhebook, imitled, Tholedoth Jcfu. 


(W) Of this wft reed no 
ftrongcr evidence than the au - 1 
thor of the Targum of Jcrufa- 
km who, repeating the words 
of Jaacob* at his clefling his 
fwelve fons (i), “ l wait Jpr 
M thy fah/ation , O Lord" para- 
jphrpfes that pious ejaculation 
m thefe terms, “ l#ord, I wait 
** 'far chy falvation ; I look not 
09 fi.'-h a redemption as chat 
“ wrought by Gideon the fon of 


* JaaJh, for that was a tempo? 

1 xaryonc; noffhs fuch jl oq£ 
as that of Sampfon, for that 
: is a tranfient one ; but I look 
for thfc redemption to bo 
wrought by the Mefliah, the • 
fon Of David, who is to COfflC 
and gather together the chil- 
dren of IfracL tW 

rectemntion mj foul waits and 
longVfor, and impatiently 
expeSrs.” 


(i) Targum Her of a l, tn Ctn\ lix. if, 
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no better reception at firfV, from their 'grand council and 
chicf-prieft* * though with a milder treatment afterwards. 

But when they perceived what a powerful impreffion they 
worked upon* the people, efpecially, as they came always 
backed with the irrefragable teftimony of the fiicred writings 
and prophecies, and accompanied with fuch manifeft tokens 
of the fincereft converfion, and a devout fimplicity of life, 
as aftoniffied the ver^Sjjteathens who beheld it, both in the 
the preachers and their pfcjgfelytes ; yhen, to their great fur- 
prize and perplexity, the^fOund, that neither authority, 
threats, or punifhnjentsf %e*je capable to filence the one, or 
difeourage thf other, but rather added fuel to their zeal, 
and datfaincreafed the number of their converts ; when, laftly, 
they hcajfa^hemfelves charged pflb* Jajplc filhermen with 
having i*ipidu(ly # rejefted and condemned the true Mefliah, 
and that witlf fuch undeniable evidence, as the wifeft of 
them was not able to gainsay, and yet perfifted in the fame 
obftinate oppofition of the eftablilhment of his fpiritual king- 
dom, and prepofleffion and preference of an imaginary, tem- 
poral one, (as if it had been indeed more glorious, or brought 
greater honour *and advantage to\tlfe Jewiflj nation, to fend 
them fuch a temporal conqueror, than a Divine Redeemer ; 
one who could only fubduc the world for them, than one 
who had dominion over this and the next, and^ould beftiow 
on them the bleffings of both in a moft eminent degree) ; Dofirint 
when, we fay, all was* reduced to this defperare ftate of in- and 4 if+ 
fidelity find ingratitude, whatlcfs could be expefted by them, 
than the fpeedy accomplifhment of that dreadful prediction 
and fentence pronounced againft them ; that their city and 
temple ftiould be reduced to a heap of ruins, and themfelves Their ju/t 
bedifperfed, and fold for flaves, among all nations % as they puvifl- 
werefoon after accordingly; artd have continued ever Tinge, ment% 
and muft (till do, till a due fenfe and ackn^wlegement of 
their fault, (the exprefs condition of their r^cal l ) obtains the 
long wi/hed-for revocation* of it; 

v 'HtfkE then we may fee the fatal caufe of their long and Smqfl 
fevere captivity, as well as of the fmall number df them, on numbers 
whom fo dreadful an inftancc of the divine di'fpleafu re hath convey icd 
•hitherto been Sufficient to make a fthuary impreffion, in com - t0 Cbrtf- 
t parifon of thdfe who have remained inflexibly attached to Vanity. 
their did prejudices, uryler a moft doleful and comfortkfs 
exile of" nttfir feventeen centuries, have ftilPfupported th?m- 
•fdves through^ all pe^p/utions and calamities, hatre^Nfnd 

■ De hac Cataftrop. vid. fup, vol.x. p 678, 6 c ft q. * Vid. 

Dcut. xxx, i, 6 c fcq. ■ * * f 
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contempt of the reft 'of the world, by the bare and fain* 
hopes of that imaginary temporal Mefliah and kingdom ; 
and rejected the offers of the true and promiied one, againft 
all the cleared evidence of fcrlpture and reafon. • 

This forpriling, and fo long continued obftinacy, hath 
been varioufly accounted for, and combated, by their Chri- 
ftian oppofers of all ages, ever lincc their difperfion, accord- 
ing as their various tempers, and f^jkms of religion, led 
Jmpru- them : fome of them jaferibing it^hough with more zeal 
denceof than kpowlegc or charity, j^fxoidl rejeftion, as guilty of 
their op* the undardonable fm and blafpbCTrry againft the Holy Ghoft 0 ; 
pofen. which charge, if true, was the more alJturdly urged againft 
them, becaufe it excluded all poffibiiity of their bwfe either 
converted or forgiven, sir whtlft othershave, withnsbre reafon 
and equity, aferified it to an ill-groundetT confidence on the 
peculiar covenant made by God with Abrahdlh, which they 
deem eternal and urfalicnable ; that, in his feed, that is, as 
we interpret it, in the Mefliah, all the nations of the earth 
Jbould be blejfed * ; that is, as they firmly believe, Ihould be 
thought to the knowlege qf the o.ne true God, admitted into 
the covenant by the feat of circumcifion, and, in consequence 
of it, to the privileccs^mnexcd to the obfervation of the 
Mofaic law, and live nappily and peaceably under hisobedi- 
Jewiffi no- cnee and aufpicious reign. # In confluence of which cove- 
^ °f nant, the llnd of Canaan was promifed to him, and, in due 
Heir Mef. t j mc> given to his pofterity, as their perpetual inheritance : 
** . 1 a temple buih, which was to be the centre of their Religion ; 

^ and ferufatem that qf their future monarchs, and chief resi- 

dence of that promifed Mefliah. All which is cxaftly con- 
fiftent with their notion of a temporal conqueror and deli- 
verer; but in their opinion abfolutely incompatible with 
that of a fpirituai deliverance or kingSom, and much more 
ftill of ah obfeure, rejefted, and fuffering redeemer. How 
mean his character and appearance, to* that in which the 
prophets have delineated Him ■ t® us ; how obfeure and 
different his pretended reign) to the gtorious'clffcriptieo they 
have given us of it ; how dreadfully abjeft and miserable 
hath been our condition ever finqe bis appearing among us, 
to that peace and hapginefs, opulence and dominion, we 
were promifed to enjoy under his cooduft and government. 
In a word, how ftiould fuch a Mefliah be able to deliver his 
whole nation fa>m captivity, who could not favghimfelf from 
an ^nominious death*. Whatever* therefpre, be the oc- 
I v* ^ 

■ Matth. xii. 31, k feq. " Gen. jcxii. 18, * Yid. Sepher, 
Nizachqn, in Matth. xxvii. k alifc. pa£ 
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cafion of our long and dreadful captivity, and to what lengthy 
> foever it may pleafe the Divine Providence to prolong it, Mr*' 
arc fpre he cannot be the objeft to whom the fcripture dinefts 
us to look up for our deliverance, whom God permitted our 
grand fanhedrim to condemn and punifii, as the vileft of ira- 
poftors ; and we muft either give up the authority of his fa- 
cred oracles, and thee ^fallibility of his often repeated promifes, 
or we muft look for one of a quite oppofuc charafter, under 
whofe banners all IfraeW *& IJ Jbe gathered ; who lhall tread 
down and deftroy all .that oppofe our re-cntrance ^nto our 
once happy land, «aufe our city and temple to be rebuilt, our 
fanftugrv and worlhip raftored, and the whole earth fub- 
autted*Mp his feeptre. » % 

It wijl itetd oabtl c fe be expefted; thSt^vc fliould go Co far 
out of our province, as to mention here, by how many 
learned pens, and irrefragable arguments, all this fpccious 
reafohing, the pretended immutability of the above-men- 
tioned covenant, perpetuity of the Mofaic law, and temporal 
kingdom of the Mcfliah, have been long enough ago exploded ; 

€he promife of.another, and bettej covenant, the aboliuon 
of the Mofaic rites, and the appearance of the Mefliah, under 
t’he two-fold charafter of his humiliation and fufferings, and 
, of his exaltation and glory, have been demonftratively proved 
againft them by the abjeft diviifts, angenrs and moderns, of 
every church and ngc of the Chriftian sera and from thofe 
very prophetic writings on which the Jcvui/h doftors hav£ 
fetched the materials on which they preteud to found their 
imaginary fyftem of a temporal and conquering Mefliah. 

Gur chief deftgn, as hath been already hinted, i$ to confine 
ourfeives, as much as poflible, to fueh hiftorical fufts, as 
may beft inform owr readers of the various ways, and artful 
methods, which the doftors of that nation have made ufo of 
fince their difper/jon, to prevent the utter defeftion of 
the whole nation, which teamed but tooriikely to enfuc the 
^efttjiftion^f their city and temple, the only place appointed 
Iry God for the exercife of his legal worfhip, and which muft • 
therefore ceafe of court, whilfl thole two fcyinjpiins, and 
' in a little time wholly obliterate the very remembrance of it 

* amongft thofe unhappy exiles, unfcfsf feme quick and effeftual 

* expedient was not found out topre\’ent it. 

Nofooner therefore were they recovered /rom the univjrfal fhi r j 0Cm 
«confternat!bn and codfu*fion, which muft be fuppofed to have torsre<vfo$ 
followed them in eve!j|/place and country of their aptjvity, tbtirboftu 

y De his, vid. int.* al. Grot. Limiorch, La’badu, 

Jt^iDpax, eual. pi. 9 
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S*/ up #tfan thiy fttaboutit with all the zeal and ifiduftiy tKey.wgre 
fchooU and Aiifters ofr' Schools, and afterwards, univerfities, wer$.im- 
univerji fnediately Vefolvcd upon, As the likelieft means to revive their 
*"*• drooping fpiritsr, aha expe&ation of a happy deliverance from 
above ; and tKefe were accordingly reared with furprifing 
fpeed, as we"havc feen at the beginning of this chapter 
and the moft: learned of their nation Jym ght far and near Vo 
and l earn - prefidc in them. Thefef were quidtfy fupplied with men of 
ed mm to the greafceft abilities, and cro^Wa with fcholars from all 
frrfide in parts ot their difpcrfion, and met' with ^11 poffible cncou- 
them. ragement, both with refpefl to their rich endowments, and 
the pompous titles, and great honoufs, which were fll^wn to 
their profeflbrs anjJ^prc^ciftts ; fo that from thA ifliied 
out yearly great numbers of difdples, who went %nd dif- 
penfed frefti light and hopes among their defyonding bre- 
thren* But though they came out fufficiently qualified for that 
work, being fir ft furnifhed with filch arguments, drawn from 
the facred books, as could beft contribute to confirm them in 
their old prejudices, they fo*nd themfelvcs greatly deficient 
Whenever they were oblige^ to encounter wifh the Chriftian 
converts, efpecially fucl^a^came more completely armed and 
able to oppofe an irrefragable evidence jgainft them from the 
fame divine rej)o(itory,andfufih as they could fafely challenge 
the moft learned of tfreir rabbics to confute. This proved, 
for fome time, a mortifying obftatle, both to their profeflbrs 
and their difcifdes ; againft which, the fpeedieft and moft 
cfie&ual remedy Ihcy could find, was to forbid the latter 
holding any conferences with the Chriftians, and confining 
their miflion and preaching to thofe only of their own reli- 
Bxcomnu. gion, whilft they contented themfelves with excommunicate- 
mcau ntiju ing all converts from it to Chriftianity, and treating them as 
^averts, vile 4 ’ and execrable apoftatrs; and accordingly loaded them 
with the moft dreadful curies, bgth in theh* fynagogues and 
at their private prayers. # • • ^ 

This expedient did indeed fo far'anfwer their end, 2s to* 

1 deter vaft Multitudes,' not only from being converted, bnt 
even from kittening to any thing which Iaoked like an invita- 
tion or attempt toward* it^ but could not fuppr^fs the juft * 
and loud tom plaitfts of the Chriftian preachers againft theijr 
Dec/im to foul proceedings, and frequently challenging them to jJbblic 
**fp*t* ■ *difptttc$, which being as ftiiBy declined find avoided by their. 
witbCbn < adveV%i£s # obliged the moft learned* zealous of, thqpa to 
Jiianu txpo(l ; Sfrtl confute them in writing. The misfortune was, 
that they were forced, for want of ^fufficient know^ge of 

i i - 
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the Hebrew and Sytifjr tongues, tb make life of the iSeptuM- 
gipt Veriibri, in their quotations out of the Old Tejlament y as 
nhc?y did likewife in their difcotirfes, arid other difputes. 

But this the Jews had, upon that very account, found Scandalous 
means to cry down and condemn, as fpurious and corrupt, andimpi- 
and to fubftitute other verfions to it, more fuitable to thetir ous forge - 
prejudices and defig&s*; and thefe ill u five fhifts gave {£il\ neia g**qfl 
fome palpable coui^nance to their obAinacy and jarring, thrift * 
whilA their difciples andLjj^ents vfere every-where employed 
In inventing, or difpsrfing, the moft impious forgeries, and 
fuch defamatorydibels agninft Chri A and his do&rinc, againA 
his ■Jindige* and mirages, tec. ns were raoft capable to iji- 
fpire^tjhe people with the grated contempt and abhorrence 
of hirif aiidh;*^afpei- b . We paf?b>*r<. great number of other 
artifices an^itupofturcs made ufe of by them with the fame 
view ; fuch as corrupting and curtailing the Hebrew chip* 
nology, in order to make them believe, that his birth hap* 
pened in the year of the world 3671 ; that is, 329 yeaps 
fooner than it did, or than the time prefixed by the prophe- 
cies the lying encomiums thSy have written on thofe of their 
doftors, who have inveighed moft bitterly againA the Chri- 
Aian religion ; fome of whom they have railed to the degree 
of faints, prophet*, infpired penmen, and workers of 
miracles, in order to give the greater fanftioi* to their writ- 
ings, and a kind of divine authority to thofe falfe glofles 
and interpretations, not to fay wilful corruptions, or thefe 
prophecies and texts of feripture in depute between us. 

Thefe, and many more of the like nature, too abfurd and 
bare-faced to deferve a farther mention, we gladly pafs .over, 
to come at fome more intereftiilg tranfaftions relating to our 
fubjeft, and whi$h may be juAly Ailed the higheft and moA 
Ariking effort of Jewijfb policy and rabbinic craft. 

They could, not reafonably fuppofe, that fo many learned Their new 
and zealous antagoniAsas they had to deal with, would fuf- art i fee to 
‘ fet; them V.ves to be long baffled by their pretended cavils diferedit 
againA the Septuagint ver/ion, in a matter of fuch high im- tie He* 
port, but that fome of them would fpon be induced to make & rew texti 
themfelves fo far \naAers of the Hebrew text, 9 s to be able 
to confute them, and beat them at their own weapons. It 
yvakthereforea thing of "the utmoft concern to them, to want 
agaJhA a blow, which, once ftruck home, mu A prove fatal to 
their carffe and nation, #nd expofe their # foul praftice^to all 
the world ; *for if * thole falfe traditions, glofles, a*i& inter- 
r * • 

• . See Anc. Hift. vof. p. 339, k notes, * Vid. iat. at. 
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to that moft important point of the divine oeconomy,* the 
chararter, fufferings, and doftrine of the Meffiah, the time 

8 refixed for his coming, and nature of his fpiritual kingdom; 

* thefe, we fay, came once to be fully and clearly proved 
againft them, on the authority of tferfacred Hebrew text, 
and by perfons thoroughly ver fed J t n that language ; what 
could they expert from T uch a eWmftion, but to become the 
fcorn and abhorrence of mankind ? * # 

hrmfing To avoid, therefore, as muchaspoffible, thft fatal confe- 
tbeirKa- quences of a difeovery, which theyTcnew to be outfit their 
bafyabo* i e power to prevent, hajj^for flhne time eji groffeLthg thoughts 
ii f and fludy of their ^oleft doftors ; the unanimous i^fult of 

which was at length, that their Kabala, or pTetended oral 
tradition, was the moft effertual rampart they could oppofe 
* againft fuch a dreaded battery ; and the moft likely means, 

Jr not to repel the ihafts of the enemy, yet at leaft to fhield 
therpfelves and people from#being either frighted or endan- 
gered by them. This Kabala we have given'an ample ac- 
count of in a former paj t of this work c , and, as we hopt, 
abundantly confuted, as a moft artful and impious expedient, 
Contrived and calculated bg them to elude all the facred 
feripture probfs alleged againft them out of the facred 
books, by declaring, upon its own bare authoiiry, the 
whole Hebrew text, ^nd much more fo every verfion tff it, a 
mere dead letter ; fhe true genuine fenfe of which lies beyond 
■all human reach, and is only to be found in the Taiirmdic 
Vhepre- ^ooks, whpfc compilers received it by an uninten upred 
tended * /• tradition from the mouth of the fanhedi in, f or a great council 
gin of it* fevent y» to whom alone Mofes communicated it, in the 

%n$bority ; famo fulnefs and clearnefs as he had received it from the 
mouth of Cod, during his forty^days conVerfe with him op 
fhe mount (X), To this were added, a multitude of other^ 

oral" 

See Anc. Hill, vpl. in. p. 7, k feq. * 


(X) They add, that Mofes, 
upon his coming down from the 
mount, fent for his brother 
jfaraA, and feated Sim on his 
rightrhhod, to whom he reca- 
pitulated all that God had fa id 
fend enjoiped to him. After 
him Were introduced Etcaxpr 


and ftnmar, his Tons, who being 
likewife feated on each fidfe of 
of them' be again repeated the 
whole I* verbatim t to them* 
Next icicle were admitted the 
feventy eiUerSg who being alfo 
feated on each fide of him, 
bttrd'thc faine things rccaptato 
* lated f 



ofal preempts, injunfl&ms, expofitkm^ pot jofee totowltted 

towritiu&but tranfautted in thifame traditional way, left, 
at they pretend, they ihould in time cpme to the knowlege 
of, # and be prophaued by, the gentiles: fo that, according above tbt 
to them, this oral law had been preferved by a Divine Pro* Hebrew 
vidence, pure and uncorrupted, during that low (eries oftarf* 
ages, till their frequent, and efpccially their laft, difperfion \ 
and the danger there was of any part of it being loft, made 
it neceflary to have the whole collated into one body ; which 
was accordingly done, as^we have (hewn before by their 
famed R. Jehud 4 Hakodejb, or, the Saint, and afterwards 
published udder the naiqe of MifbnabmA. Talmud \ confifting 
of two parts, viz . Mifbnah and Gtmara ; by his learned dif- 
ciple R. Jvchafiav *~+ under thStTtf Jcrufalem Talmud \ 
enriched with a* large and learned comment, in which he was 
affifted by a great number of the moil eminent rabbies of 
that age c . 

This was an effeflual way to flop, if not the cenfures and Fraught 
complaints of the Chriftians againft them, at leaf! the ears with <ar» 
of the Jews agafhft all arguments and remonftrances^rom na l P r ^ 
r'iat quarter ; and thus far fucceeded accordingly; for lifter mi J* s * 
having once impjoufly ftripped the* facred Hebrew text of 
irs plain obvious fenfe and authority, and transferred it tp 
this pretended collection of divine pande£t$, or rather to 

Sec before, p. 156, &feq. e IbijJ. 17, Sc fe q. 

! :**v and expounded by him letters, to difeover deep fecrets 
\ < 13 *- fame manner as he had and myAeries in nature and 
done to his brother, and to his religion ; but is of too trifling 
n.r*»ons. Lailof allweiead- and uncertain a nature to de- 
ni hied thofe of the people, who» ferve any further notice. Only 
were willing to come and be in- we cannot forbear obfewing 
lb utted ; and had the fame truths here, that the adepts in it do 
repeated unto them : fo that by greatly outdo lord Peter in their 
thi* time star on had the fame dextrous management of it ; as 
truths recapitulated to him four whenever they cannot ftrike out 
{lines; his Tons, three times; the the fenfe they fearch after,either 
Seventy, twice ; and the people, totidem , verbis, of* litteris (3) 
once (2). tjiey have found out a way of 

They have fince introduced a tranfpofing and jumbling the 
inord modern fort of Kabala, latter together, fo as to make 
which t^rrhes how, *by the them fpell.the word or .name 
powfc t and affinity of nu/uerical they want (4). * 

(%) ?!d. Mai***. Profit. f» <Ibmhmd PM. & Am. fi$. W. 

V pf, ( 3 ) (4J Vid, pspug. 
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' «hlf toUsttoFtf' htnnaa, IfftoehellHh forgeries, what co*Jd 
be urged, oroi^eCfed to them, from the one, but could not 
be*as readily exploded by the other l And now it was that the 
v ’ . jfew began to triumph againft all gainfayers, and to be more 
*&hieb <*'- than ever confirmed in their old prejudices. What enco- 
iureakd miums they beftowed, both on the work and its compiler, 
harden the we have already (hewn f ; and though the latter really Was 
people ; . a !Yi an 0 f the-moft cohfpitittiate pride and arrogance, have 
not fcrupledf to dub hiril^a fai^^an infpired writer, and a 
miracle-monger. The Karaites, ft more honeft and rational 
feft among them, of whom, we have fpokesin ft former part g, 
were the only ones who oppofe^ them, and condemned 
the impofturc, decried all t,jjpfe pretended traditions as vile 
forgeries, and dofeljr adhered, and tk> ■ ftvi o this^day, to 
the plain and obvious fenfeof the facred and hence 
arofe the diftinftion pf Karaites and Talmudifts, between 
whom hath reigned the molt irrcconcilcable hatred ever 
fince. 


*Hdau%- From that fatal period, we may date the invincible ob- 
mntt their flinty and blind neft of th t*Jcivijb nation tfieir implacable 

•bjtinaey j hatred of Chrift and his gofpel ; of their irreconcilable pre- 
judice and averfion to the notion of a fuffering Mcfliah, and 
a fpiritual deliverance and reign ; and their unfhaken hopes 
and expeftatievi of a temporal Mcfliah, opulent and glorious 
beyond all conception, and which is to extend itfeli over all 
the world, and to endure to the end of it. All thefe, fuired 
as they are to tnejf grofs and carnal genius, and autlforifed 
to them under the unqueftionable fanftion of their Talmud, 
have been ever fince lo deeply rooted in their hearts and 
minds, that they have rendered them more than ever deaf 


and inflexible to all conviction, in all thf various fccues of 
life, ^through which we have traced them in the couvfeof this 
chapter. But we (hall have lefs caufe to b$ furprifed at this 
obftinatc conftancy,«when we confider, that, befides the flat- 


tering profpeft above-mentioned, which that book gives of 
the Mefliah's reign, it furnifhes them with fuch objections 
againft Chriftianity, as thofe who own the pretended divi- 
nity of thift book cannot but think irrefragable; and, 06 
the ‘Other hand, denounces fuch dreadful curies agairift 
thofe who for fake the Jewi/b faith for it, as Can hardly* fail 
of deterring them from it. The greateft wonder therefore 
is, tltat any motive* fhould ever have jrtevailed upoif ,th$s^jgp 

f S<&.be£>rc, p. 134, & (eq. fub not. iju, St notes. « Aut. 

i lilt, voh *» p. 485, (C). 486, fP). 4.87, (K). 490* & frq** 
otcs« % . 
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ifet lbfe tp ttfot wretched perfdfftfeinde an authority fo far fu- though juk 
pcribrtd^that of the Hebrewttxt, for which all that wefit of men- 
before them had preferred fo profound and inviolable a from ah* 
regard. * This wonder will ftill increafe, if we refleft on 
many grofs abfurditics, and monftrous fables, thefe com- 
pilers, and their commentators, have filled that fpurious vo- 
lume with, in ord%r to difplay the pretended glories of that 
future feign, and the avidity with which they are fwallowed 
down by that infatuated people, ^t would take up a whole 
volume to fketch out the portendous wars which tl?e Mefliah 
is to wage again!? his two grand enemies Cog and Magog ; 
and the ma # nifold and *inheard-of prodigies he is to work* 
in order to fubdue and deftrop-*^ein and their numberlefs 
hofts; # the mftnylmd vaft mountains t9 be levelled; vallies 
filled up ; iavefs, lakes, and even feas, to be dried up ; and 
every obftacle to be removed that *might obftruft or re- 
tard the Jews from repairing under his ftapdards. But what 
are even thefe, to the aftonilhing care which the Almighty 
took, from the eaflieft days of the creation,, to v provide ma- 
terials for a banquet fui table to Jiis dignity, to crowft his 
conquefts, and regale his victorious Ifraelitci (Y). But we 
fhall readily difpcnfe ourfelves from* the irkfome and unpro- 
fitable talk of cxpoTing the monftrous abfurdities of that 
book, and its infatuated comificntatqj-s, which are fo well 
known to every learned perfon, that is in the leaft converfant in 
th£ Jfwifb writings, and which fomc of their, ablcft men have 
endeavoured to allegorize into a more reafonable lenfe ; whilft 
others, confcious oi' the impoflibility of doing it, have been 

(Yd They tells us, that God, tains for its pafturage ; that this 
in the beginning, Seated feven* alfo will be flaughrered in the 
things before Jie made the reign of the Mefiiah, and*both 
world ; thefe wire, Paradife , the one and the other be drefied 
or the Carden of Ed n , the Lcs< and fervad up at that banquet, 
th9 9 Rigbte<*s, IfraeU the "Throne to him, and all that have 
of Glory , Jerufalenty and the fought under his banner. 

Miffiab. And that among other Theylikewife believe, there 
living creatures thaf were ere- (hall then be a general refor- 
med 0n the fifth day, two of i£$ion of all the righteous feed 
thfO) were of an iinmenfe fi^e, ©f tfbrabam, who ihall alfo be 
ohe %f each fex : that to pre* admitted to partake of it; and 
vetft theiyngendring, fie killed this hope f is fo firmly footed 
die one aiid 0 falted it, find let in their minds, that they fre- 
tJSe other live upon Ithe edrth, quently fwear by their title to 
©&d gave ic a th&ufaAd moan- a (bare of it (4}. { 

.(4) Vid. Mtfti/l. inC'tt. i. in Extkiil 38, Q fa, t E Mr. vi. 46, & ftp 
CnimH, fob w £/>. at, /»/. 

infpired 
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tui Such irfpittd with t lingular contempt of, both* Aodmy^ 
a$ may in this, inGod’aown time, prove an effeftual means of opening 
time open the -eyes of the whole nation, and make them atjengtb fe%* 
their eyes Able of the dreadful efFefts of departing from the plain la d 
to *ke obvious fenfe of the Divine oracles, to follow the di&ates of 
truth. their own carnal prejudices ; of attempting to meafure the 
unfathomable depths of God's councils, J?y their own Ihort 
and carnal line ; and imagining, that all the glorious difpenfa* 
tionsof the old and nevr covenant «aimed at nothing more 
than the exalting of their nation above; all others, and fet- 
ling up a people to reign paramount over the whole world ; 
who, of all others, if we may rely^n the autlJority of an 
unerring judge of mankind \ /lie wed themfelves the moft 
unworthy of it, and^maddjtffe moft ungrateful ufe of all his 
bleffings and fpecial promifes ? • # * 

A TRUE fenfe and acknovvlegemcnt of this, feems indeed to 
be all that is intimated in theferiptures to be wanting in them 
to haften their cotfverfion and recal : but ho # w can they be 
ever induced to it, as long as that pernicious prejudice, in 
favours! thclf thlmudic potion of a temp6rul # aud conquer- 
ing Mefliah, remains rooted and chcrifhed in their minds ? 
How/liall they be convinced, that the promifed Me/fiah really 
appeared in the true character, exadl time, and true office, 
in which he had been delintated by the ancient oracles 
(and yet all other methods of converting them muft appear 
ridiculous and ineffcftual, till that capital point is fuUy 
proved to them),* whilft their own melancholy ftate, ;fnd a 
wretched exile ancf fervitude of near two thoufand years, fo 
fadly convinces them of the contrary ; and that the greateft 
part of thofe extraordinary promifes, fo clearly revealed by 
the prophetic, and fo glorioufly difplayec^ in almoft every “ 
page of the talinudic writings, £nd were to make up the moil 
diftiifguilhing parts of the Meffiah’s reign,' not only un- 
Ao rfinrfe ever >’ c u*cpmftancc of their long captivity, but con- 

toafpM* tra ^ e( ^ anc * confuted ; the Jew'ifh nation become*the fcqrn 
eualMef- an< * contempt, inftead of the lords and rulers of the whole 
fiah and ' world ; their city, inftead of becoming the joy and glory of 
kingdom, the whole earth, by the magnificence of file Meffiah’s court, 
and the vaft inlargement of its walls and territories, reduced 
to a miferable llavery and mercilefs tribute, under a foitg 
feriesof infulting tyrants, and her once Weft inhabitants let- 
tered end vagabonds over the whole furfaceof it; fhe 
pic ancf fanefuary, inftead of behvg become tHfe centre 
God's worfhip, and the joyful coucourlAof all patiops,,)^ 

h S$e Mattb. xi. at, 

mt 
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level with the dull, and the Very groups on which it flood 
propbaned by the falfc refpcft paid to it by their Worft ene- 
mies the Chriftians and Turks, inftead of that additional 
e^ent, and unparallelled improvements which were pro- 
mifed to it under the eye and direction of the Mefliah, and 
are fo minutely deferibed by the prophet Ezekiel, elegantly 
delineated by the Talmud ? 

This laft particular, relating to the temple of Jerufalem , 
and the additional extent, and other extraordinary embel- 
lUhxnents it was to rctseive in that reign, we purpofcly men- 
tion, not only as it is one of the ftrongeft intrenchments the 
Jews fly to when hardly prefled upon, but as it will ob- 
viate an dbjettion which may Hart into our reader’s mind ; 
viz* if this pretended authority of the Talmud be the main 
foundation of the JewiJb obftinacy, ard rejection of a fpiri- 
tual reign^and deliverance, how come the Karaites, lately 
mentioned, who exprefs fo great an jajshorrencc to that book, Karaites 
to perfift in the fame infidelity with qem, and not rather not yet 
yield to the teftimony of the Hebrew telht, and acknowlege converted. 
theChriftian Mefliah, on the irrefragable Evidence which he 
gave of his being really fudi; and of his Thaviiig z*uply ful- 
filled all that the law and the prophets had written concern- 
ing him ? -> 

But here it muft be obferved, that though thofe Karaites 
did wholly rejett all the prefended traditions and legends of 
the Talmudifts, in other refpefts tliey were as rank Jews, 
that is, as carnal, and as ftrongly prepofleflfd with the preju- Carnal 
dictaof a temporal Mefliah, and of the peculiar bleflings which findnef* 
their nation was to enjoy under his reign, as the moft zealous for a tern- 
Talmudifts ; and tho’ they did not understand the prophecies/ora/ 
concerning it in that grofs and carnal fenfe that they did, yet r **g n • 
a temporal and glorious Mefliah they did and do ftill expeft, 
who was to bring the whofe world under his obedience, and 
fill it with the knowkge of God, of his laws, and his wor- 
fhip ; atuC upon their due obfervanca of thefe, was to dif- 
psnfe to°them a fulnefs of j all fpirituai and temporal blef- 
lings, whilft the ftubborn and recufants were to be puniftied 
with a total exclufion from both. 

This is the ienfe in which they Underftood that future andthire* 
reign, and the glory with which St was to be accompanied -.for at ion 
but this did not hinder their adhering to the old prejudice, °f tiye t€m * 
that their nation Would paramount above all others, rein- &c " 

, habit the portion of their forefathers, be neareft of /dl to the 
city of Jerufakm, ^enla/^e their borders in proportion to their 
increafe, and be Abundantly fupplied with every tl 5ng that 
was aeceffary for life, delight, or grandeur, by the\ volua- 

! tary 



4 f* 


and all 
nations 
eomtng to 
its *wor- 

fiif. 


Several 

learned 

Chriftians 

of that 
opinion* 


tU B.XVI, 

tary tribute of all the nation* round about thaitf :$>m abovb 
all, they firmly believed, an d ftiildo with the TaJmo- 
difts, that the temple and fanfluary fhall be rebuilt and 
enlarged in proportion to the vaft increafe of its votaF^; 
the facrifices and feftivals, and other Mcfaic rites, be re- 
vived, and refer ted to by all the people of the earth, and 
perpetuated to the end of time. In the lull hope and expec- 
tation of all which changes and bkffmgs^they think them- 
felves fuflSciently fupported by the facred text ; particularly 
by the writings of the prophets, efpecially Ezekiel l > with- 
out having reccfarfe to the fabulous legends of the Talmud, 
much lefs to that pretended fuperior aufhority, which is 
impioufly aferibed to it by its adheirers, and wa # s calculated 
merely to invalidate that o Hebrew text, and the proofs 
drawn from it againft them and their temporal reign* from 
which Mohammed hath, in all probability*, fetched the 
greateft part of the materials of his carnal paradife. Our 
readers, therefore, J^e hope, will not be difpleafed, if we 
here fubjoin a fhoj ft (ketch of the faid temple and its dimen- 
fions, its ttcopajiy, worlhip, and offerings of the tribes, 
their about, and # with refpeft to, Jcrufalem, <bc. 

according to the prophetic delineation of it, diverted of all its 
talmudic cmbellifhmentsf and rabbinic reveries ; and in the 
order in which not only the Karaite Jews, but many very 
learned, and, »in othej- refpSfts, orthodox Chriftians, be- 
lieve they will be difpofed by the Mefftah, at his firft com- 
ing, according tp the former ; but at his fecond, according 
to the latter, or, w thefe term it, his millenarian reignlipon 
earth. And we think, moreover, this fyftem, or opinion, 
fo much the more worthy a place in this clofe of the Htftory 
of the Jews Difpcrfion, inaftnuch as the pains which feme 
zealous Chriftians have taken tq explode in; and every argu- 
ment. they have urged againft it out of the New Teftament, 
hath proved an unfurmountable obftacle to t^rj:onverfion, 
and been treated by t*hem as a manifeft contradiftion to feme 
of the plaineft prophecies of thfc Old. It was doubtlefs this 
t confidcration, which induced fo many fathers of the church, 
who were neither feftaries nor' heretics, Jbut men of piety, 
judgment, and learning, to embrace and defend that no- 
tion, long enough before* tRe compiling of the Talmud^ 
and which, though then very rife among the fews, as may 
be ken by feme of riieir apocryphal befoks k , they yvere far 
enoug!? from embracing out of complaifance to tjhem, much 

V fi, * 

! EzJch. & Ifai. uh. fup. ft Vi 3 . int. al. 2. Efdras, 

iv. 35, 18 c feq. vi 18, Sc feq. Tobit, xiii.,9, k feq.. * 
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lefs from founding in upon* th^a*rihority,,< as hm Accn vm- Founded cm 
juftly foggdled, but cbie&y bckeVod it on that of tfa&prophetic the fcrip - 
ones of the Old and New Tejlament, wemean Ezekiel a nd the turulpro - 
ufyofpfypfe l f and other collateral proofs from the canonical pl'***es '• 
books of both; The misfortune was, that Papias, biiliop 
of Hierapolis , and formerly a difciple of St. John> who is 
fappofed the firft who wrote in defence of that fecond reign, 
adopted into it, probably in order to allure the Jews 
to acknowlege Chrift to be the true Mefliah, fundry of 
their felfilh prejudices and carnal notions ; which being found 
moftiy antifcriptural, or at bell, founded only on the alle- 
gorical expreffionsf ‘concerning it, brought the very notion of 
it into contempt among the Chriftians, and, by the fatal 
fpirit * of oppofition, drove the c^npfers of it into the other 
extreme,; and, in fpite of all his Arguments in favour of it, 
and pretenfiens that he had receivecMt from the apoftles, to 
deride, and treat it as chimerical, and i forgery of the arch 
heretic Cerinthus m ; though, in faft, hai\they examined it 
with that candor and impartiality which the^ubjefl deferred, 
they would have found, that it wanted noiy^qg but to be 
flripped of all thofe traditionary JewiJh conceits, it 

appear more truly fcriptural, and better founded than that 
of his opponents and cenfurers, as will more fully appear 
by the following delineation of its moft remarkable tranf* 
aftions relating to, and foretola of, it. 

First then, if we ferioufly examine that notable prophecy, and <fif- 
wherein Chrift's reign is fo elegantly difpbtye^, and the com- played h 
plcte return of Judo!) and Ifrael (Z) into th^ir own land, and EzckicL 

under 

1 Ezech.xxxix, & feq. Ifai, ii. paff. Apocal. xx. z Sc feq. Sc 
alib, pair. n Vid. Eussd. Ecclef. Hill. lib. iii. c. z 8 ,Sc 39* 

Vid, Sc Dup in dilfert. in Apocah & al. pi. 

f (Z) Thy wtirds of the pro : * every fide, or from every 
phqt are thefe(;), after having t * place, and bring them into 
.prefaced that wonderful tranf- “ their own land. And I will 
action under the moil beautiful make them one nation in 

allufion of a refurijeftion of 4 the land, upon the mountains 

dry bones, re-cloathed with r * of Ifrad \ and one king (hall 

fain and flelh (6), “ Thus faith reign over them all ; and they 

•• the. Lord God ; behold, I (hall be no longer two na- 

“ will take the children of !/• tions, nor be divided into 

44 reel fr£m among thy hea- two kingdoms any anore. 

«« thdn, whither they ^re go^.e; Neither (hall they^ defile 

44 and I will gather them on themfelves any morq with 

(5) Ch, xrjcvii. p*jf t (6) Rid. vtr. 1, etfep 

their 



under M* conduff^ fo difonflly fpecified, we llaU be forced 
tiMjwn, -that it cannot, without foegmteft viotence fo. 4tt 

e lia and obvious meaning, be reftrained to thole fmall nuitt- 
rs which came back from the Babylonijb captivity; a» 4 was 
by the Jews thcmfelves compared, with refpeft to the reft* 
to the bran of the nation, and the flour to thofe that 
ftaid behind 11 : much iefs ftili can thofe few ftraggkrs 
from among the ten other tribes, which are fuppofed to have 
come up with them be fuppofed, in anyfenfe, to include 
and the all that the prophet meant by the return of the complete 

gompiete tribes of the Ifraelites ; or the fluftuating ftate the JcwiJb 
ri * u ™ church and common-wealth hath been hi evgr fince that 
the Iftael- t j mc> art f wcr the glorious and permanent one,* which God 
ltcs * exprefsly promifes them*#. that chapter P. We muft there- 
fore either look fog; the completion of that promife^to fome 
future period, or eludetfhe force of it by fiich t allegorical ex- 
plication, as will hafJJy be admitted by any candid Chriftian, 
and muft be defpif.a by a Jevf* 

Divi/toit The fame m#y be laid with refpeft to the other particu- 
tfthdand. lars, whichjg^e to dignify the Mefliah’s jeign ; fuch as di- 
; vidhig**Lv land between the twelve tribes, and aligning to 

them particular lots ao <f ftations, with refpeft to their city 
and temple: according to which difpofition, that of the 

! >riefts was to be on the north, and that of the levites on the 
outh ; and between jhefe ttvo was the temple to be built, 
and, at a due diftance round about it, the city of Jerufakm . 
Portion efThis portion, which the prophet (files HOTfl terumah, and 
the priejh , our verlion rightly .tranfiates oblation *, was to compofe adquare 
lie. of 20,000 meafurcs; which, if we reckon by the cubit only. 


n See Anc. Hid. vol. x. p. 180. • Ibid.& feq. 

9 Ezech. xxv ii. 24, Sc feq. Vic}. Sc Ifa. xljPi 1. Jerem. xxv. 3, 
Sc atyb. paff, * * Ezech. xlv. 2, Sc feq. ' u 


•• their idols, £sfr.— And Dn~ 
i# W my fervant /hall be their 
44 king, and they all (hall have 
“ one (hepherd (7) ; and they 
V (hall dwell in the land that 
•• I gave unto Jaacoh — wherp- 
tl in yoqr fathers have dwelt 
“ — they and their children for 
“ ever; and my fervant David 
“ (hS!*\ be their prince for ever. 

“ Moreover, I will make an 

*7) Ibid* a»r. a r, tt fa 


cverlalfing covenant of peace 
" with them, and £ will fctde 
“ and multiply them, and fet 
“ up my fan&uary u^themidlt 
“ of thenl for evermore — And 
the heathen (hall know, that 
I the Lord do fanftify If- 
ra?l K when my fan&uary 
(hall be in the midd of them 
"Jfoj Evermore (8).” 


WiQ 


Ibid . nr, 26, ad fit, 



£. x. Liftferfion ef Ihi Jews.’ 

Will amount to above eight miles on evert Tide (A) ; of which 
portion, that of the priefts on the north is to be 2 $>000 long, 
and 10,000 broad; or above eight miles in length, and 
abqpt three and a quarter in breadth,' and will.be equal to 
that of all the reft of the tribe of Levi on the fouth, in which 
ftood mount Zion, the place on which the temple is to be 
built. The other intermediate fpace between thofe two, 
will probably be the city of Jerttfalem , and its fuburbs, each 
according to cheir refpettive dimenfions, mentioned in the 
prophecy, as well as vhe portion of land by which its inha- 
bitants, who are to. tTonfift of a proportionable nihnber out 
of the Chriftian tribes, are to be maintained r . 

The city,* which is Jikewife to be of a fquarc form, is to 
have twelve gates, three on everuiidfc, according to the num- 
ber of tribes that inhabit it, an*t which are to be called by 
their names. The ftreets, which w^ll probably run in flraic 
lines, like thofe of Babylon , from gSte to gate, will divide 
the city into iixteen fquares, each havifoj ftreets running to 
all the gates, will render it exceedingly hry, healthy, and 
commodious, not pnly to its inhabitants, C* vigil as to that 
vaft concduHe ,©f the other Ifraelitgs from all pSrte'of Pa- 
lefiine , to the folemn feftivnls of the temple, but much more 
ftill for that multiplicity of nations <that were to refort thi- 
ther, at proper feafonS, from all parts of the world, to the 
worftiip of the true God s . u , * 

Thus far we have feen how the firft divifion of the land 
was to be made, and what .portion the priefts and Levites 
were t^ have in it in this reign of the Meftiah. We /hould 
be led\oo far, were we to go through the fame examcn of 
the portions of the other tribes, of which that of Judab f 
(which livas to lay north of that of the priefts, as that of 
Benjamin was to bc^on the fouth of that of the Levites) was 

f Ibid. ch. xj-ivu 15, Sc feq. * Dehis, vid. Zechar, 

viii. 20, Sc feq. xiv. ib. Sc al. 

> * , 

(A) The text doth not fpecify ip meafure, which is twenty 
which, whether feet, cubits, or inches and three-quarters, the 
reeds: our Englijb veriion fup- whole will extend* to abo\ r e 
pOfes it by the laft; which, if eiarhtmiles on every fide, which' 
right, will increafc the large- may be deemed a fufficient allot- 
nefs gf the fquare in propor- mentj whereas reeds, or even 
lion: but we think ^caibit is yards, would ftretch it tq an 
more probably meanf,Sfeing, l#i immoderate largenefs (9)1 
that even according to;^e 


(9} De hoc cubit, vid. Extcb. xl. 5. xliii. 1 3, ttslib . 

Mod. Hist. Vo*.. XIII. I i 


to 
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to be by far thelar£eft, excepting that of the Me/fiah, which 
was to be by much the moft confiderable of all ; as extending 
itfelf weftward the whole length of the kingdom, quite to 
the great, or Mediterranean fea ; and on the eaft, quite to 
the river Jordan . The remainder of the land was next to 
be divided between the other tribes, in proportion to their 
numeroufnefs ; and with this provifo, that there was like- 
wife a fufficient quantity to be fet apart for the encourage- 
ment and benefit of their profelytes of either pfcrfs 

This diftribution of the land, According to the divine 
appointment, by which every man, or mailer of a family, 
was to know the extent of his pofTeflions, r was to be fettled 
by the principal article of all, the building of the temple, 
according to the plan aric^itbuenfions given to the prophet 
by God u ; but not ^iow Apon mount Moriah , where tljofe 
of Solomon and Zorobtibc/ni ad flood, but u] 5 on mount Zion, 
the place he had nouraade choice of for the habitation of 
his glory, and to l^nich all nations were to repair, to pay 
their vows and jadoration to him w , in common - with the 
twelvfi^iibf c .; -hence it inelegantly flilpd by the Pfalmift, 
the joy and wonder of ihe whole earth x ; »and is by him, 
and feveral other prophets, marked out for the centre of his 
future religion and wcfKhip, for all nations and people to 
repair to. It was moreover the highefl hill in Jerufalem, and 
confcquently fhe fitroft to dfiplay the magnificence of that 
ftrudture, which was to be erefted upon it, to the greateft 
advantage. Wc lhall, however, difpenfe with troubling our 
readers with the farther particulars of it, as deline^led by 
the prophet, which they may fee at large in the /authors 
quoted in the margin it being fufficient to bur prcfoit pur- 
pofe, that no fuch edifice hath been eredled on thatlmount ; 
and wc may add, nor any part of the pfophecy abo^e-men- 
tioned, either with refpeft to the compete return ofvhe 
twelve tribes, the divifion of the land among^hem, be. ms 
been ever literally ftil filled, from the time of theiApreditflion 
^to this day : much lefs was it *after the return of the jfcus 
from Babylon , to which this whole prophecy is pretended to* 
relate; fo^ during that period, the tribe* of Judah , to whom 
the poor remains of the^ regal dignity belonged, was fo far 

* De his, vid. Anc. Hill. vol. iii. p. 115, 117, & 119, (M). . 
See alfo Eaech. xlvii. 22 , 8c feq. “ Ezech. xliii. 1 — loTxliv* 

, ., w Pf 2 - **v. i v xlviii^^ x #Pf. lxxvi. 

a, & feq. lxxvni. 69, & feq. lxxxviiV^afi: & alib. pftur. See alfo 
IVlica^f iv. 7. Joel i i. 17, 21. Zech. vnTT^ Ifai. iv. e, 8c af. pi. 
y N 1 ivton Chronol. Wmistom, ptcfaceio his Vcrfi of Jofeph. 
f al^ • 

from 
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from having the largeft portion allotted to it, that it fcarcely 
enjoyed the fhadow of it, and that too under a hard fervitude 
to the Babylonians ; and to fum up all, was even (tripped of 
that fhadow by the warlike Maccabees, and never recovered 
it from that time; and as to what degree of obfcurity and 
poverty the houfe and dependents of David \ from whom the 
Meffiah was to fpring, were reduced, by jealoufy and hatred of 
the Idimean tyrants, efpecially Herod the Great, the abjcft 
condition into \yhich the whole kindred of that Divine Re- 
deemer was plifc^ed at the time of his birth, fufficiently 
(hews. So that this large promifed portion of the tribe of 
Judah , and of that principal branch of it, the houfe of Da» 
vid, plainly appears to have been wholly pofleiled, and 
fwaflowed up, during this whofe period , (that is,* from their 
rfeturn from Babylon to the birtfl- of Chrift) one while by 
the prieftly tribe, and during the remainder of it, by utter 
ftrangers. 

But what doth farther demonftrate, l^yoiid all contra - 
diftion, that this rcftauration of the Ifniektfo church and 
Commonwealth, fo amply defcflbed by the projRir:,' /, cannot 
in any fenfe be applied to their return from Babylon , is, that 
he uftiers it in with, a complete vi^ory gained over fome 
inveterate and powerful tyrant, whom he names Gog l , 
in the land of Magog, and (lilts chief prince :>f Mejhech and 
Tubal ; which vi&ory was to pave a way, not to their en- 
trance and re-pofleffion of their land, but to that peace and 
happinefs which they were to enjoy in confluence of it, and 
to thoifl blefled changes, and glorious improvements, which 
4 were to^ftablifla their religion and commonwealth on a mod 
lafting l^fis a under the Meffiah. We fhall not here enter 
into a^tedious enquiry about the prince and coun1%, in- 
timaj'Ul by the nairas of Gog Und Magog, Tubal and Mejhech 
(Fj ; it being jfcthcient for our prefent purpofe, to obferve, 
t * that 

* Ezech. xxxviii. z, &feq. a Ibid. ch. xxxix, et feq. paff. 

(B) It will not, however, be of Magog his fetond fon (io), a! 
foreign to our fubjeft, to ob- we. have plainly fhewn in a for- 
ferve, that in the language of * merp^rt of this work (i i), whilfl 
the 0£d TeJ\ ament, thofe nations, Madai , Javan, Tubal , Mejhech , 
Commonly^ called thq northern. See. formed other branches of that 
Celtet an<V Scythians, art^ndcr-^ numerous family, whitfft firft 
flood by the dfefcenda rtti lor j jo- inhabited thofe northern regions 
mer, the eldeft fon o f JopSet, ^and of Tartary Scythia, and ex^nded 

(to Goaf, x . %• (x i) tee fine Hfi. mel vi. f. t, et feq et aiib f)JJ 

~~ lie* themfelves 
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that the Jews, at {heir return from Babylon , \vere neither 
under a neceffity, norindeed in a condition, to wage a wa t 
againft fo powerful an enemy, but were difmifled from their 
captivity, and fent back in their own country by an impqfial 
decree b , which abfolutely forbad, and excluded all oppofi- 
tion to their entrance into it, and re-poflefled it accordingly 
without any obftruftion, but what was afterwards occafioned 
by their refufal to admit the Samarita?is to join with them in 
the fervice of God, and rebuilding of the tempte c . But this 
fquabble cjn have no relation to thcif*war jjjth Gog, hinted 
at by the prophet; the one being a ferviWc abfeure people, 
under the fame fubjeftion with the Jews, # andjthe other a 
powci ful prince, and inveterate cncm]i, to whom they gave 
a total and final ovei thrompwhilfl the former never ceafed 
plaguing and annoyinft thc^l with the bittcrcft hoftillties, 
the time they contiiiuci^fl their neighbourhood. # # 

Many, there fore^ffve underftood this viftory and re- 
ftauiation of that arorious ftatc, which the Jews enjoyed 
under the Maccafcs, and the many fignal victories which 
they flftjj i j -d i ifiW Antiochu\ + and other .enemies of their 
nation d, as well as that over their great perfecutor Ptolemy 
Pin! o footer ; and that they were the enemies intimated by the 
\ prophet, under the nanfc of Gog r . But bcfidcs that nei- 
ther thofe Syrian and Egyptian tyrants* rightly fquarewith 
the fcriptural meaning «of the names, and other expreffions in 
the prophecy, as we have fliewn in the laft note, there is 
one irrefragable fcbje&ion againft that fuppofition, viz. that 
the tribe of Judah, according to the prophecy, was Ao be 
paramount above all the reft, and to have b^ far th^Largcft 

b Dehoc, vid. Ezra, i palT. c See Anc. Hil. vol.x* 

p. 1 84, & icq. & (L) d 2 Maccjb. iv. & feq^id. Sc 

Ancaliilt. vol. x. p. 263, &feq. c I&d. p. 398,^ 

themfelves quite through Muf- their Talmud, a£ the fame 
co'V y. Sat matin, &c according jnind; and as the T urfs are Aw 
to their femority, and left every- nniverfally allowed to be 
where fome footfleps of their defendants of thefe northern 
ancient naAncs and families, patriarchal 3), they underitand 
through which the lcarnet^n*! hfy this defeat of Gog, the total 
indefatigable Bocbart hattybeen. overthrow of the Otbmun em- 
at the pains to trace them (12). pire (under whofe yoke # they 
The, generality of f the learned have fo lpng groaned) in the 
who are not infe&ed -reign q £ cheir promifAl Mefliah, 
with ^the romantic legends of a? ye Audi fhew in the fequel. 

(iJi'Pbaleg. (13) See Anc*HJ}. vft, XX. p. 6, tt frj. xvii. 3, et fej. 

See before, i'ol. iv. 1, tt fej, 

• allotment ; 
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allotment; whereas, as we lately obferved, in the period 
above fuppofed they were dripped of bath by the Maccabitifh 
princes, and languifhed in an obfcure and fervile fubjeftion 
to^hofe politic chiefs. Upon all thefc accounts, the gene- 
rality of Chriftian commentators, both ancient and modern, 
havechofen to take the words Gog and Magog , in this place, 
aiid the Apocalypfe f , in an allegorical fenfe, ^nd to Jignify 
the enemies of \hc Jewifb and Chriftian church 5 whillt the 
whole Jew ijb Nation, being more attached to' the letter of it, 
as being morc'fcjited to their carnal minds and worldly views, 
firmly believe trie"*nation meant by Gog, & c. t8 be that of 
the Turks , Jongfincc in pofTeffion of their wifhed-for Canaan* 
and holJing them under a fevere fubjeftion, and wait impa- 
tiently for the happy compUv**© of the latter part, by the 
total fubverfio© of that powcrfcil enfpire, by the irrcfiftible 
arm of their Meffiah ; who havfctg once wholly deftroyed. 
thofq enemies of their nation and will then complete 
the remainder of the prophet’s prediction, and raife their 
church and commonwealth to that fuAimit of power and 
glory, opulence and perpetuity which ferrite promifed by 
Cod^. * • 

This is the general belief, and firm expedition, not only 
of all the Talmud ifts, but of all Ac learned and fober Jews; 
and what hath fupported them through fuch unheard-of 
perfecutions, and other misfortunes ,* ever<ince their difper- 
fion. From what we have hitherto faid on that fubjeft, our 
readers will eafily judge, that it is not founded on the au- 
thor* of an uncertain and exploded tradition, much lefs on 
the lelendary^lreams of its numerous herd of bialfed inier- 
preterfand commentators, but upon the indifputable evi- 
denceJLf an exprefs prophecy, explained and interpreted in 
aiy^ovarious circlimftancQs, according to the plain and ob- 

us fenfe °fjj^ facred text. The only misfortune js, that 
a too foyijfrfa felfifh prejudice, in favour of a temporal and 
ctfnquenng Mcfliah, hath fadly milled *hcm to underftand 
HR the # many promifed bleflings of his reign in too literal 
and carnal a fenfe, inftead of that more noble and exalted . 
one, which the genius of their language, and the nature of 
thofe prophetical allegorie&the^jrffc couched tmdeik both in 
this and other prophetic wri&wr flight be juft ly Jeemed tc* 
iynply. An^it was from this, anH other fuch grofs preju- 
dices ah«L confcritf, that Chrift, the true Mcfliah, the Light 
* r • <•** / 

f Ch. xx. 7. 1 B * Vid. Esperanza d’I#rael, and the 

generality of Jewifh comments or. the above prophecy -Vos. M ede 
9n the Apocalypfe, ad fin. et al. plur. a 

• ' Ha ' of 
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pf the Wofld, and* minifter of the new promifed fpiritual 
covenant h f ftrovc iir vain to deliver them, upon the tefti- 
mony of the fcripture, as well as by his own authority and 
example; though this laft, which fliould have proved •the. 
moft powerful antidote againft it, had they paid a due regard 
to either, ferved only to harden them the more in it. 

Neither. indeed could, it happen otherwife, feeing the 
lead degree of conviftion, of his being that promifed Mef- 
fiah, mult have effedtually deterred them fryrn accomplifh- 
ing the determinate council of God, in cowlemning him to 
an ignominious death *. But then, as fttfthing but a firm 
perfuafion of the contrary could have emboldened them to, 
pronounce that unjuft fentence again# him, to which their 
fatal prejudice furnilhed thr*~‘ with a fufficient number \of 
pretences ; fo their bfindnefs and ignorance pf the profound/ 
myftery of his fuffering, to be no longer pleaded as anex- 
cufe for it, than till th?/. Was more fully proved by the event, 
and confirmed by fuel 1 !' irrefragable proofs, as it atuajly was 
after his refurreftio^, by himfelfand his apoftles ; for if after 
all this addition'll ^?idence the}’ ftill refufedtoacknowlege him 
in his fuflering character ;*if, ftill allured by the glaring pro- 
fpett of a glorious temporal kingdom, or difgufted by their car- 
nal prejudice, from acceptiftg of that more exalted and fpiritual 
one that was offered to them, they became equally guilty, as if 
they had \vilfully*and Knowingly murdered him, and actually 
ratilied (as they continue ftill to do tQ this very day) the fen- 
tence they had pronounced againft themfelves, His bigod be 
upon us and our childtjn k , by breeding and confirming/ thefe 
by all poftible, and even by the fouleft means, iia the fare fatal 
unbelief, and abhorrence of him and his gofpel f 
We have now gone through with our promifed inquiry 
into the true caufes of the Jew unbclfif; and havc* v we 
hope, fet forth their principal objections,*- prejudices, a* 
other obftaclcs to thpir convcrfion, with all the t^ndour’ana 
impartiality that the fubject demands, and with tKat b*- 
vity which our ftated bounds oblige us to. Some otfiers 
plight have added, no lefs obftrutive to it; fuch as their 
over-bearing confidence on theft, election, 1 and being the off- 
fpring of Abraham m , aric pf t;Wfeir being juftified by the 
works of the law, and njir^y'the righteoufnefs of faith'”; 
and this, even to the monftrous neglect of the, moral la* w* 

Deutcf. xviii. 15 J0I15, i. 9, et fe)r * Conf. A«ts 

11. 23. iii. ^7, et\eq. k Matth. xxvii. ^5. 1 See 

before, p. l f 66, Be alih. paff. ® Rom. ii. pad*. 28, et feq. viii. 
3, et feq. x. 31, et feq. et alib. pi. a Ibid. 

* v r' juftice. 
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juftice, mercy, charity, &c. \ aH theTe, they are 

fo clearly charged and cenfured ip tne gofpel, that it were 
needlefs for us to infill longer upon them ; and therefore, to 
thofe ftubborn obftades, already mentioned, we ftiall now, 
in juftice to them, add a few more, no lefs powerful and 
cogent, which have been as unhappily as injudiciouily laid 
in their way, from the time of their laftdifperfiou, by thofe 
fathers and doftors of the Chriftian church, who have moft 
zealoufly endeavoured to convert them. 

Various were tfie ways and methods which thefe pious 
primitive preachers tried, according as their tenlper, genius, 
and courfe-bf fflidies, led them, to reconcile both the bulk of 
the JewiJb nation, n«d efpecially their new converts, to the 
perfon and charafterof Chrift^nd the true nature of hi9 fpi- 
ritugl feign apd fublime doftripe, fifom the earlieft ages, of 
Chriftianky ; but few, if any, Which did not rather tend to 
confirm them in their innate hatred^gainft the one, and con- 
tempt of the other. They foon begamto be divided likewife 
about the treatment they ought to ufe towards th<?m ; more 
efpecially after their difperfiou ; the w^raigr fort obferving 
them to perfitl in their inveterate ©bftinacy, anu'iofiking upon 
them as rebels to God, betrayers and murderers of his Son, the 
blafphemers of his i^ime and gofpfcl, the afperfers of his cha- 
racter, memory, lineage, and miiacles, by the blackeft calumnies* 
and forgeries, looked upoif all the \niferfcs which attended 
their exile, as juft judgments for their unbelief, and obftrufting 
the propagation of Chriftianity, and thought they could not 
be treated with too great feverity, contempt, and even ab- 
horrelce. Spine went fo far as to charge them with the 
irremilible fin againft the Holy Ghoft, and of courfe pro- 
noun Jd them irrecoverably loft, and doomed to the divine 
difoJrfKuure both lere and/or ever. In confequence of which, 
r __ in violatioj^f the divine and human laws, they declared 
Jiem, in ^p^ard to the reft of mankind, unworthy of en- 
joying «hcr liberty, or*any focial rigfit ; efpecially that of 
drcuigitfg up their own children ; which ought in charity to 
be fnatched from them, as brands out of the fire, and,, be 
educated in the principles Chriftianity ; no mercy was to, 
be Ikewn to the parents t^at swfyfed to deliver them up for 
thajrp^rpofe, or fecreted thefe JJi6\avoid it, feeing that was. 
the only'iilc^ly means to put an end to their incredulity, and 
to brirfgk in ttmej their whole pofterity into th<? Chriftiau. 
church. ^ %. ^ ^ t 

• A^atth. xxiii/43, et feq. Luke xi. 39* et feq. e^lib. palT. 
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Others, on tho\iontrary, weighing the matter with more 
becoming charity andrim partial coolneis, and reflefting feri- 
oufly on thofe prophecies, not only of the Old Teftament , 
but on the prediftioh of Chrift and his apoftles, particularly 
St. Pauly which promifed them a recall, and univerfal con- 
vert on to the gofpel, and that all Ifrael at length fhould be 
laved (C), did not cujily condemn, with a true Chriftian zeal, 
all fuch violent and tinjuft treatment, as pdint-blank oppo- 
lite to the fpirit of the gofpel, but dearly confuted the falfe 
and uncharitable furmifes of their pretended total rejeftion, 
from the plain and obvious fenfe of th<5fe prediftions ; in 
confequence of which, they judged, on the contrary, that; 


(C) We have had occafk.i 
to mention already fSme d f 
thofe remarkable prophets, 
and more particularly tiykt ex- 
prefs and irrefragable one of 
EzekuL concerning, their re- 
turn and re-eihibfyhment ii} T 
Judea flint of the pro- 

phet Hofea is no lefs pregnant 
of the fame kind of } romifes ; 
where, after having elegantly 
deferibed their long and dread- 
ful captivity, un<kr thef figure 
ot a people deilitute of their 
king, priefts, facnfices, and 
alt ir i, ar.d other exterior marks 
of w oi fhip, conclude? at leng'h 
with ihcfe wo ds : /if h awards 
ft all the child t tn of I fra cl re- 
turn, and fick the Lord thtir 
God , and David their king (15). 
By wh'fch laft, both Jews and 
Chiiftians rightly underfland 
the Melfiah, or promifed deli- 
verer. 

Accordingly, the apoftlc hav- 


liverer fhould cqme . out of 
7 Aon ; or, as fome undefftand 
it, as more appofit^to the apo- 
ltle’s defigns(i7), fhould come 
to Zion, the mountain now on 
which (and not that of Moriah 
as formerly) the new temple, 
whether to be f underftood fpi- 
ritually or literally, was to re- 
main, during the McflialTs 
reign, tfs we lately fhewed ; 
which Meffiah, St. Peter tells 
the Jews of his time (18), the 
heavens muft revive, until the 
time of the reflitution of all things, 
when the time of rrfr jbittr Jhall 
come from the f^efence tof the 
Lord ; when he Jhall fewd Jefus 
Cbrijly which had been formerly 
preached unto you (19)5 a.<d then 
will that pft-di&ion of tne^- 
deemer be acV^glifhed. Perfy, 
verily, / (ay unto 'ytUkyou Jhall 
ft no more , until thptime ch 

when ye Jhall fay , Blejfed is 
that cometh in the name of the 


ing affirmed that all Ifrael fhould ^srd { 20).* Mahy Other places 
fee faved, aftei 1 their long re^ njjght be quoted to prows this 
jeftion to make room for/^f ^pfcftoration, but thefe w/ ^ppe 
gentiles (16), adds in the will be fufficient fop Jur pur, 

verfc, that their promifed\de- pofe, ^ '* 

i # ; 

(14) Exit eb. Xxxvi*. etfef. flip. See before; *. f r 5 ) Hofea, 

in. ( 16 ) Rom. xi fa, ~ **'<?*> Jurieu . 

Xaf'ug.tlA (lZJ jKIliu.il. fi,J ABtXiu iQ.tf fa. 

(10J LuU afi.wf.ult, ' ** ] * 
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no kind ufage, carefles, or encouragements, ought to be 
negledled, to allure them to the gofpeh 

These oppofitc opinions and methods were ftrenuoufly 
jnilntairied arid put in praftice by their refpefUve partifans ; 
and each fide had for feme time the pleafure of being at- 
tended with a furprifing fuccefs ; and that the defperate ftate 
the whole Jewifh nation then groaned under, had fq far 
rendered them equally fufceptible of both, that each greatly 
’ contributed to the d^ily increafe of their new converts ; and 
thofe which could not be deterred by the threats and feve- 
rity of theonCj were yet eafily allured by thc*careflcs and 
generous treatment of the other, into a fecmingly zealous 
converfion to Chriftiahity. 

It was not long, howevc^before both fides had the 
mortification te fee their pretftnded^Neophites degenerate, 
fome into Vile and imbittered apotVitcs, and others into blaf- 
phemous fcoffers of every thing th1;t was held facred and 
holy by the Chriftians j and that more efpecially, whenever 
the church, whether the Latin or Greek , laboured under the 
difpleafure of, or ft perfecutionfrom, the Secular power ; and 
they gladly beheld themfelves at ffill liberty, not only to re- 
lapfe and apoftatize, but to vent their molt invenomed ran- 
cour againft Chrift <md his religibn, by fuch horrid curfes 
and blafphemies, as eafily convinced the world that they ftill 
retained, under the fpecious cloke of proftlytifm, the fame 
obdurate and invincible averfenefs againft the gofpel and its 
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gofpel, or revive tnfir native fondnefs for the more pom* 
pous and delightful rites of the Mofaic law. But thefe whol- 
iome injunctions did not long continue in force, before their 
old jealoufies awakened again, too probably, by the«un- 
toward behaviour of their profelytes, and obliged them, efpe- 
cially thofe of the Greek church, to have recourfe to different 
meafures, and fuch as, how expedient foever they might 
then think them, will, we doubt not, ap|&ar very injudici- 
oufly calculated, either to affure the church of their fince- 
rity, or to confirm them in the faith they were going to 

I >rofefs, ay the reader will fee by the iketch we ihall here 
ubjoin of them, taken out of their own formhlafies (D). 

i. They were firft of all to make them proteft in the 
moft folemn manner, that j^lr defire to become Chriftians 
was entirely free from all wondly views, and unjnfluenc£d by any 
fecular hopes or fears ; tlyrt neither poverty nor violence, nor 
the defire of riches or Honours, or any other finitter motive, 
had any fhare in their con verfion. 2. They were in the fame 
folemn manner to proteft themfelves guiltlefs of any crime or 
mifdemeanour, which migh* render them obnoxious to the 
punilhmenf of the law, *and make them feek to avoid it by 
their change of religion. 3. They were obliged to abjure 
every branch of the Jewifb worftiip ; the obfervation of the 
paflover, unleavened bread, the fabbath, and other JewiJb 
ieftivals, their fafts, &c. 4. They obliged them to anathe- 

matife all the various fe&s of the Jeivs x not excepting that 


(D) Cotelcrius mentions two 
of thefe formularies, the one 
inferted in the Greek ritual, and 
another he found in the French 
king’s library, which is of a 
later date, and contains fome 
articles* of abjuration which are 
not in the former (^1); and 
amongft them, that mentioned 
above, under the head of their 
difculpating themfelves from 
having incurred any civil pu- 
fcifhment. Butahe moil rei* 
able is that whereby they oKfi_ 
the convert to profcfs nisi fu’ 
and iincere belief of tranfub- 
ftantiation, in the following 
terms ; N I believe that/ the 


bread and wine, mmlical ty 
confecrated # by thefchrifti- 
ans, are the y bodyafd blood 
of Chrift, which A , re thus 
changedJby his DivinCPowec, 
•intelledlrily and invr£yy, 
and above W^pofiible. ex- 
ception, and 'ftdly known 
dhio himfelf.” From.t&fe 
twb articles, but efpeciHly frera? 
the lad, of which there is not 
'the leaft hint in the old Greek 
ritual, it may be reasonably 
• inferred, that new oado^jyere 
added to the old o a, accord- 
ing to tlye (xi^ence. of tna 
jiroe(«). f * 


:/**) Orat e t Catgckifm . ex Hebraic ap. Cher. (z%) Dt kit , vidt 

lltjneg. Hp* dec Jui/t , lib . ix. cap* xiix. 3, 

' of 
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pf the Pharlfees . together with their* {uperftitious wafting 
of pots, and other veflels* and all their other traditions. 
They made them likewise anathematife all that obferved the 
feaft of Purito) or of Efther p , and the author of another called 
Monopodana, or more probably feme Jew(/b dance in that way. 
To thefe they added the names of four other infamous villains 
•of their nation ; and above all, that of the Meffiah whom the 
Jews expeft ; that is, according to their fenfe of it, Anti- 
chrift, that is to appear at the end of the world. 5. The 
Neophite was to make* a public confeffion of his Chriftian faith, 
to which they added or changed fome of the articles, as the 
time, or thfe prefen t occafion, required. 5. The whole 
Ceremony was concluded with a protcftation of his fmcerity ; 
and wilhing that if he was no ally fo, if he entertained the 
leaft«deYire in hjs heart of returning 10 his old Judaifm , or 
held any converfe with thofe that perfift in it, either by 
going to their fynagogues, or even mating and drinking with 
them, that ail the curfes of the law, the guilt and trembling 
of Cain, the leprofy of Gehazi , &c. might fall upon his head, 
and that his foul might go to the devil. 

The Latin made likewife fuwdry wholfome regulations 
Concerning their converts, in feveral of their fynodical coun- 
cils ; yet all too weak to put an effectual flop to thofe 
abufes, and to the juft fufpicion which their behaviour fre- 
quently gave them of their finccrity e andihence proceeded 
thofe pathetic complaints, and bitter indi&ments exhibited 
againft them on the one hand, and the fevc^e treatment which 
they bought upon themfelves by their perfidy and hypocrify, 
on the fther. They found indeed, in fome countries, a more 
effeftu 4 expecj|ent to alfure themfelves of the (incerity of thofe 
converJ, particularly in France and England, where, immedi- 
atebuiner their bajtifm, they were ftripped of all their goods. 


teh^tet . 

artffreduced tojjpe u pon the charity of the clergy and laijy, and 
often forcacU^obeg their breads ; the king, and peers of the 
rerfuj, nm only countenancing that injuftice, but being par- 
4 SRers of the fruits of it ; if that was not done rather to deter 
them from embracing Chriftianity, as it is likely too many did 
jnerely from fuch fiftifter motives (E). 

: V * Upon 


» 1 


» De.lwc, vid. A$c. Hift. vol 
vidrC^Rdili vii. letter, ap.Mabil 

33- W- 


. iii. ^4. 

>il. arnial.,& 

i 


* De hoc, 
Bafnag, ub. fup. ch. 


(E) This abuie, it feem%, 
ytas a jjradlice amongft them, 


of as long (landing 2d it wa3 
univerfal ; infomuch, that the 
emperor 


*9* 
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Upon the wholeV the experience -of above fixteen centu- 
ries hath fufficiently (hewn, what right unbiafled rcafon 
might have fuggefted to every thinking Chriftian, concern- 
ing thefe two oppolitc ways of converting thisfhardenechand 
carnal people ; viz . that how well and pioufly foever defign- 
cd they might be, they would prove little better than 
incentives to the generality of them, to the moft abominable 
hypocrify and flagrant impiety, and a means of alluring, or 
frighting them, into the feigned worlhip of a divine Mef- 
fiah ; whom, far from believing to be fuch, they abhorred 
and curfed in their hearts, and would be ready to do fo 
openly, whenever they found themfelves in circimiftances to 
do it with impunity. c 

We come now to fome r «*hers, which have been tried for 


the fame charitable Aid*., and which have, proved a: no lefs 
unfuccefsful and obftruftive to their converfion. One of thefe, 
which was attempted by*fome learned doctors of the church, 
was the pretending toprovc to them the myfterics of Chriftianity 
by the writings of heathen philofophers ; fuch as thofe of the 
Trinity, Incarnation, and death of the Word, or Meffiah, 
&c . : for if thofe philofophers, who knew nothing of reve- 
lation, and followed only the diftates of reafon, could yet 
difeover and believe thofe mylleries, -they concluded from 
thence, that there could be nothing in them contrary to rea- 
fon, and confeqftentl# that ttfe Jews could have no ob- 
jeftion to the belief of them : which way of reafoning, what- 
ever im predion it might make upon a candid Deift, could be 


of no weight to a rjew : for befides the lingular coAempt, 
which, as we have elfewhere (hewn, that nation hatKalways 
difeovered for prophane learning 1 , it is not from fcafon, $ut from 
the feriptures, that they fetch their objections \agai£il thofe 
myfteries; and from a multirudepf texts/ both in tlws^Pen- 
tateucb, and other books of the Old Teftrtbiqit, wherein* tfje 
unity of God is indicated in the llrongeft ana^w^ft expreis 

* SeeAnc. Hilt. vol. iii $>. 232. (N). •• V 


emperor Jrcadius having ob- 
ferved that th J e greatelt part of 
them became profelytrs merrfy 
to (krecn themfelves froAi ju- 
lticc, either for crimes, debts, 
or law fy ts, enabled a <aw! for- 
bidding tne admiilion of $hem 

(a 3) Arc*d. Cod. Tlmodof, 

,71, jp, Eafnag. ub.jup. 


into the Church, till they had 
made full fatisfa&ion in all thdjle 
refpetts (23}; which law Was, 
in all probability, in force in 
Balzamonc* time, w^s make^ 
particular mention 0/ it ^4'/. 


(if) Bate, in nomine Plot, tome iv n 

terms. 
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terms. And they are too grofs and ftupid, as well as arerfe 
to human learning, to underftand, much lefs to admit of the 
folutions and arguments which have been urged in vindica- 
tion of, thofe Divine Myfteries : fo that the calling in the hea- 
then philofopners in confirmation of them, from whatever 
quarter they might have received thofe extraordinary lights, 
(which we have not room to enquire into) hath had this ma- 
lignant effeft upon the whole Jcwifb nation, that it hath con- 
firmed them in a belief that mod of the other fuperftitious 
ceremonies which they fee pra&ifed in the Latin and Greek 
churches, fuch as the worlhip of images, praying to faints, 
reliques, pilgrimt^ges, and a great number of othefs, were, 
like the mylteries above-mentioned, of heathenifh extraft ; 
and, as fuch, were, with the utmoft vehemence and zeal, 
cried dqwn by the unanimous voices of all the Jews who 
aflifted*at that grand confutation, of \fliich wc have lately 
given an accdbnt \ 

The fame ill fuccefs have the grtfit Picus de Mirandola , 
and other learned Chriftians, like wife met with, who have 
had recourfe to the JewiJb Kabalah for proofs of thofe my- 
fteries, as if the authority of fhc New Tcft ament was not 
fufficient to fupport itfelf, and them, without the afliftance 
of fuch precarious props. How much cafier and effectual. 
If any thing can be fo; againft a people fo ftrongly biaffed by 
temporal views and expectations, to have proved to them the 
Divine Authority of the New Teftament ; whfch is in a great 
meafnre founded on that of the Old ; and comes farther con- 
firmed, by the numberlefs miracles of its Diyine Author and 
his dif ;iples, as well as by the irrefragable evidence of his 
predictions ; o£ which their long difperfion, and the ruins of 
their cily and /em pie, are fuch ftanding and unquestionable 
monurpents./ By this method (without the help of fuch lame 
auxi-h'arics as tlie/precarious notions of a Pythagoras, So - 
crates, Plato, iheroclcs , or of the Sibylline, and other* hea- 
then ora<^ft£, and much more of an gnthufiaftic Kabala) 
th$ »ight have cut the confroverfy fhort, and proved the chief 
jsmd fundamental point beyond all reply, That the Meffiah 
was really come at 9 the predicted time, and that the Chrift 
^cknowleged by Chriltians as our Redeemer, is that very 
Divine Deliverer, fo promifed and foretold, botfi in the law 
and, the prophets. 

But the moft injudicious, as w^ll as the moft unlikely 
.iKotJicv^.i^ dc ufe of to convert them by the Greek and Latin 
churches, bufTfpccially by the latter, was the appealing to 

* See before, p. 428, & feq. 
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their own peculiar miracles ; fuch as were done, or pre- 
tended to be wrought, by the interceffion of their faints, by 
crucifixes, relieves, images, and other confecrated places 
and things ; efpecially by their miraculous hotter confecrated 
wafer, of which we have given many inftances through the 
courfe of this chapter ; not confidering that if they were 
ever fo real, or even were they to fee them with their own 
eyes, they would Hill retort to them what<he Egyptians did 
to Mo/es upon the like occafion, “ Thou bringeft coals to 
“ Newcaftle , when thou pretendefl fo work thy miracles in 
a country fo plentifully ftored with magicians for as we 
have (hewn already more than once, there is fcarfcely a nation 
in, the world that lays a greater clairp to them, whether for 
number, or greatnefs, than the JewiJh (F), to counter- 
balance all that can jbe alleged againlt them from ad% other 
quarter. Should any one exart from them a greater regard 
to be paid to the authority of the church legends, than to 
their fabulous rabbies, they will, belides the obvious retortion 
one may juftly expert to fuch a demand, immediately recun? 
to that paflage in Deuteronomy, wherein frhey are not only 
forbid exprefsly to be feduced by any miracle,* how fpecious 
or apparently real foever, from the worfhip of the true God, 
but even to put that prophet, or wortyir of the miracle, to 
death ; alledging, that God permits fuch things to be done 
in order to prepe theiff faith and obedience And it is in 
confequence of this command, that their Talmud, which ac- 
knowleges the miracles of Chrifl, juftifks the repulfe and 
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(F) We have had occafion 
to mention a great number of 
them, pretended to have been 
wrought, if not bv, yet in fa- 
vour of, fome 0/ their great 
{hints, and eminent doftors, as 
3 teftimony from heaven of 
their exemplary fsui&ity, and of 
the profound regard that was 
due to their Writings (25). Such 
was moreover that which they 
report to have been wrought at 
the fchool of their famed ihbbi 
Jofipb Karos $ not c oner or 
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twice, but dail^ not in the 
dark, but r’n oped day Knot in 
£ corner, bo; in the prefence:of 
a number of other learned rabt- 
bies : and of his fen^ars, vphd 
conftantly heard a voice fisgt 
heaven, explaining to them tit* 
deepeft mylteries of their reli- 
gion, and were fo many au- 
thentic witneflei of the miracle * 
for which, and for his fingujac 
piety, and vaft erudition**, hd 
was flileri Mophetb r W, a 
prodigy of the 


(*<.) ^ before, p. a6, et feq, 
fup p. 369', Jub voe. Vid. et Tad, 
Msbirttfubwc. Jeftpb* 

4 


(B), et atib. pajf. (i6J De bee, mid, 

Kbanakgb, SbalJheUtb, R. Gants, m\f t BibU 

ti 

feverc 



C. i; Bijptrfion of the Jews, 

fevere treatment he met with from the Sanhedrin ; and that 
the whole nation is taught to rejeft all fuch as falfe evidences, 
and as defigned to allure them from the true worfhip of God 
to Uieirown ruin. 

We (hall pafs over feveral other methods which have been 
tried to convert them ; fuch as the founding of feminaries 
for inftru fling clergymen how to handle a controverfy agaiuft 
them, preaching weekly leftures againft them, and obliging, 
them to be prefent, under fome penalties, and others of the 
like kind ; all which either proved abortive, or ferved only 
to confirm them the more in their prejudices «. jBut upon 
the whole, we hope we have clearly (hewn, that of all the 
obdacles which our Chridian divines, of almod every church, 
have laid in the way to their converfion, that of their fo 
ftiffly denying the fecond advent of Cfirid, and thpir uni* 
verfal redauration, in that- glorious manner in which we 
have feen it deferibed by Ezcckiel, and confirmed by other 
prophecies and predictions both of the Old and New Ttjla - 
ment , hath proved the mod deterring and infurmountable to 
them; inafmuch as it not only^deprives them of all thofe 
blefled profpects they are taught to, expeCt from his future 
reign, but leads them to utter defpair of ever receiving the 
lead benefit from his coming, much, Iefs of ever feeing the 
accomplifhment of thofe glorious promifes fo folemnly made, 
and fo often repeated in the* facred, writings. Inftead of 
which, (if all expectations of his fecond coming, before the 
great day of judgment, mud be excluded) their retrofpec- 
tion of all their pad miferies ferves only to lnake them look 
upon him as a mod fevere, and all their* future ones, as a 
mercilefs and inexorable judge. This is, at lead, the light 
they imagine ;Jl Chridians behold their whole nation in, and 
the fad andy* defperate condition, to which thofe that deny a 
fecond corqtng anu reign of Ohrid, apparently doom them, 
that do ijot embrace his gofpel: and can we wonddr at 
the^r averenefs to it, and ufing all poffibic means todiferedit 
^cfoppoff it, not only among themfelves, but with all other 
„ unions ? But is that indeed the doCtrine of Chrid and his 
apodles ? And doth if really exclude all hopes, all proba- 
bility, of a recall and redauration under him ir*any fenfe ? 
X-et thofe look to it, be they of what church or fefb foever 
tfie/ijvill, who maintain fo uncharitable and antifcriptural 
a noRar. > and, by pretending to found it on the authority of 
ihe h\ tv* ‘ ament 9 have added om obftacle more to all the 
red, to difgud ar*d detrrr them from becoming converts to it* 

De his, vid. fiip p. 407, & fcq. k alib. pafl*. 
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Thofe who tlefirc to fee this difputed point fet in a true light* 
may, Among many others, confult the authors mentioned in 
the margin w . As for us, whofe province and narrow limits 
exempt us from entering into the merits of th^i controvcrfy* 
we think it fufficient to have pointed out the main caufes of 
their unbelief, and the means by which they have, in fpite 
of fo many difad vantages and difeouragements, as have at- 
tended their long difperfion, been able to preferve amongft 
them To firm and general an expectation of a temporal Mef- 
iiah. Difficulties and difeouragements, we fay, not only 
from the Chriftians and other nations, but much more from 
their owif doubts and anxieties about that cjpital < .point, Whe- 
ther he was Hill to come, or was already come. 

For however confident of the fortoer they may outwardly 
Appear, when they convcrfe with Chriftians, or grangers* 
(which # plainly ftiewk how glad they are to catch at a Shadow 
of hope, rather than live under the difmal aPprehenfionsj 
which the contrary opinion, as held by the generality of 
Chriftian divines, muft of Courfe fill them with) yet there can 
be no greater proof of their extreme perplexity about it, than 
the debates and unhappy rtflult of that grand afTembly of 
theirs on^Jie plain of Ageaa in Hungary x t formerly mentioned 5 
efpecially if we add to it, the ftrenuous, and hitherto fruit- 
lefs pains they have been at, to difeover the royal feeptre of 
Judah Hill fubfifting in fome c part or other of the globe, as 
the Only ftay they have left to fupport their expectations. 
We lately took notice both of their triumph and difgrace, 
upon their hopes of having found it in fo flourifhing a ftate 
as the Abiffinian empire : the refult of which difappointment 
was, that fince it could not, with all t&eir laborious 
fearches, be found in the old world, they haa jiow no other 
way left, than to fend in queft of it in the ^ew. They 
accordingly difpatched fome of their own nation into thofe but 
lately dilcovered countries, with proper orders and directi- 
ons for that purpofr ; but with as little fuccefs* sr fatisfac- 
tion to the reft ; and it was not till Cromwell's tirfiej v that 
they received fome intelligence "that any Ifraelitesy much lef*^ 
any Jews, were fettled there y. This at firft came by a letter * 
directed to the rabbi McnaJJe Ben IfraeL , from Aaron Levi, 
alias Montejinos , or Montej^ii , then travelling in fome of 
thofe parts, and through* the province of Quif, under*, niie 

w De duplici adventu Mediae differtat. dux corn . 

Jurieu’s prophecies, vol. ii. Mede in Ap r -alyjpf- reitaur. of 
Ifrael, Lond. 1747. * See be r jre, p. 428, &feq. * De 

hoc, vid. p. 462, & feq. 


conduCt 






